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VAN PE VA HIEN TRANG
NGHIEN CUU PHAT GIAO NHAT BAN

Tom tit: Lich sw nghién ciru Phdt gidgo cua Nhdt Ban chiu anh
hong ciia nhiéu nhén t6 lich sir. Phdt gido truyén vao Nhat Ban
vdo thoi ky Nam Bic triéu cia Trung Quéc, giai doan ndy chii
trong viéc hoc tdp gido Iy va giang kinh, vi thé viéc nghién citu
Phdt gido Nhdt Ban tdp trung vao truyén thong nghién ciru tur
twong va gido Iy. Cho dén thoi ky cdn dai thi ciing véi viéc tiép
thu nén tang co ban phwong phdp nghién civu Van hién hoc thi
khuynh hwéng ndy méi cang dwoe nhan manh. Nghién ciru van
hién da tré thanh néi dung chi dao trong hoc gidi Phdt gido
Nhdt Ban. Déi twong nghién cuu ciing duwoc gioi han boi cdc tac
phiam hoc thudt gido Iy nhung viéc nghién ciru cac tic pham
truyén thuyét Phdt gido déan gian, nhitng bai waka, nhitng tac
phcfm van hoc chiu dnh huong cua Phdt gido thi lgi it duoc
nghién ciru.

Cdc hoc gia rat chii tam téi viéc nghién ciru nhitng tdc gia
nhung vé doi twong tiép nhan cdc sang tac dé thi gan nhw chwa
quan tam dén. Nhdt Ban tw trudc toi nay bdo ton duoc rat nhiéu
tw liéu chép tay. Tuy cdc sach vo, ting thw dwoc xudt ban rat
nhiéu nhung van c6 nhiéu tac pham ludn nghia, thuyét phdp van
chuwa dwoc in dn. Hién nay, tuy dd cé rat nhiéu cong tic thic
day viéc s6 héa cdc tw liéu chép tay nhung nghién ciru cdc van
ban chép tay nay van la mét van dé khé thuc hién.

Ciing co khong it hoc gia nuwoc ngoai nghién cuu Phdt giao Nhdt
Bdn, nhung nhitng hoc gia trong nudc lai thuwong bo qua cac
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thanh qua nghién ciru d6, dday la mét diéu rat can phdi cdi thién.
Sw phdn dinh thoi dai lich sur cua Nhdt Ban khong quad minh xdc,
va lai méi mét thoi dai lai ¢6 sw chii trong khac nhau. Trén thuc
té thi cdc hoc gia nghién ciu Phdt gido Nhdt Ban tdp trung moi
quan tém vao thoi ky Trung dai va Cén dai la chii yéu. Hy vong
cdc hoc gid trong twong lai sé tdp trung nhiéu hon vao Phit
gido Nhdt Ban thoi ky Cé dai va Cdn thé.

Dau néi rang cdc nghién ciru vé gido Iy chiém vi thé chii dao
trong nghién cuu Phdt gido cua Nhdt Ban nhung ludn nghia,
thuyét phdp, ddc biét la triede thoi diém hinh thanh téng phdi tir
thoi Insei dén Kamakura van la mot khodng trong trong nghién
ctbu. Néu coi Phdt gido chia thanh “Hoc” va “Hanh” thi moi
quan tém ciia cdc hoc gia déi véi van dé “Hanh” la qud it. Pdy
c6 thé chinh la mét dac diém lich svr quan trong cua Phdt gido
Nhdt Bdn, d6 ciing la mot van dé nghién ciru quan trong va ciing
la mot khdu dot pha cua hién tqi.

Tir khoa: Ludn nghia, thuyét phap, thuc hanh, van hién hoc,
phan chia thoi dai, Phdt hoc, Lich s hoc, Lich st tw tuong Nhdt
Ban.

Mé diu

Bai viét nay cha yéu khao sat hién trang va nhiing van dé trong
nghién ctru Phat gido Nhat Ban, trudc hét dua ra nhiing van d& vé mat
phuong phap ludn, sau d6 giai thich hién trang va nhitng vin dé can
cai thién.

Tir thoi ky Meiji toi nay c6 hai vin d& anh huong sau rong trong
linh vuc nghién ctru Phét gido Nhat Ban, dAu tién d6 1a Phat giao hoc,
hai 1a Lich sir hoc!. Puong nhién trén cac linh vyc nhu lich st mi
thuat, lich st kién tric, ton giao hoc, dan tyc hoc déu khong thé xem
nhe? nhung anh huéng sau rong thi dimg dau van 1a Phat giao hoc va
Lich str hoc. Ngoai ra, nhitng nam gan day linh vuc nghién ctru lich st
tu tudng Nhat Ban cling nhan dugc su chii trong mdt caich manh m&3.

Phat gido tré thanh ddi twong nghién ctru ciia cac hoc gia Nhat Ban
bat dau tir khi nao? Khi dat ra vin dé nay, dau tién phai quay lai thoi
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ky Phat gido bat ddu truyén vao Nhat Ban. Tuy néi rang cé khong it
cac sach nghién ciru vé Phat giao An Do, c6 thé lam chung ta lién
tuong to1 viéc Phat gido trd thanh mot dbi tugng nghién clru, noi chinh
xac hon, Phat gido khong han 1a mot thé nghiém tén gido ma tré thanh
mot ddi twong duogc lich sir truyén thira, co thé noi bat dau tir khi
truyén vao khu vuc Pong A, dic biét 1a sau khi gip g voi truyén
thdng giang kinh cua Trung Qudc trd vé saut. O ddy ching t6i s& hoi
c6 lai lich str nghién ciru Phat gido nay.

1. Van dé Phwong phép luin - Nghién ciru vin hién hoc lay tu
twdng gido ly lam cha dao

Linh vyc nghién ctru Phat gido hoc, mot cach vo tinh da hinh thanh
mot sy hiéu ngﬁm, coi viéc nghién clru van hién gido 1y va tu tudng trd
thanh mot tién dé nghién ciru. Stir ngdm hiéu d6 hinh thanh mét lich sir
sau ddy cta Phat gido Nhat Ban, c6 thé truy nguyén dén tan thoi ky
Asuka, dya trén nén tang phap hoi ma dan dan hinh thanh nghién ctu
chuyén siu vé gido ly. Thong qua cic phuong thirc nhu Luén nghia,
Dam nghia hinh thanh nén ting nghién ciru gido 1y Phat giao®.

Qua trinh Luén nghia c6 mot cong doan cod thé lam cho Tang nhan
mot 1an thanh danh d6 goi 1a “Thu nghia”. Thu nghia yéu cdu mot
Tang nhan tra 161 muoi vin d¢, luan nghia lac nay goi 1a thu nghia
ludn nghia, nguoi tra 10i van dé goi 1a Thu gia. Sau thoi ky Heian,
nguoi duge xung tung 1a Thu gid c6 nghia 1a mdt cao thu trong gidi
Phat gido, boi giang su tai Nam D6 tam hoi déu 1a nguoi duoc tuyén
tir trong d6. Nam D6 tam hoi bao gom Duy Ma Hai tai Kofuku ji,
Cung Trung Ngu Trai Hoi va Toi Thing Hoi tai Yakushi ji. Ba phap
hoi nay tir thoi so ky dén trung ky thoi dai Heian duoc coi nhu nhiing
phap hoi 16n nhét, nhitng nguoi trd thanh giang su trong phap hoi nay
déu c6 thé tro thanh “ngudi ung tuyén” vi tri Tang cuong. Luat 18 nay
da duogc dinh hinh tir thoi ky Thién hoang Kanmu®.

Mic du hinh thirc ludn nghia trong phap hoi duoc truyén ba tir
Trung Qudc sang nhung cung véi su phat trién ciia Phat giao Nhat
Ban di dan dan hinh thanh nén ban sic cta minh. Tir thdi Heian hau
ky dén thoi dai Kamakura, Nara va Kyoto 1a hai dia ban phan biét xay
dung nén cac phap héi c6 quy dinh khac biét. Tai Kyoto, hai phap hoi
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dugc dit tén 1a Tam giang, trong doé cao nhét duoc phéan biét thanh
Ngu Bat Giang tai Hossho ji, T6i Thang Giang trong cung, Tién dong
Téi thang giang’. Nhitng ngudi 1a giang su giang nghia trong Phap hoi
dugc yéu cau chuyén tim nghién ctru gido 1y. Pay ¢ thé xem nhu mot
ngudn gbc sdu sic dan dén viéc nghién ctru Phat gido chu yéu tap
trung vao nghién ctru gido ly va tu tuong.

Trén thuc té, trong cac chua lon tai Nara va Kyoto, hién van bao
lwu nhiéu tu liéu quan trong trong phap hoi, c6 tinh dai dién bao gdm
Todaiji, Kofukuji, Enryuji. Tu li¢u cua Todaiji hién dugc bao luu
trong Thu vién chua Todai, tu li¢u tai Kofukuji luu giit trong bao tang
chia Kofuku, tu liéu Enryuji da phan dwoc luu giit trong Van khd
Eizan. Ngoai ra con ¢6 Van khd Osu tai Nagoya, Vin khé Kanazawa
tai Kanagawa va rat nhiéu cac tu vién c6 lich st 1au doi khac cling bao
lwu. Nhimng tu liéu tai day da phan 1a tu liéu chép tay, van con rat
nhiéu tu liéu chua dugc san khic hay 4n anh, tuy nhién dan din di c6
xuét hién nhiéu ban dién tt®. Tuy nhién do tinh hinh & cac chua tuong
dbi khac biét nén viéc mot s tu liéu hién cling rat kho c6 thé tiép can
duoc 1a mdt hién trang thuc té.

Hién nay nhiing tu li€u dugc san khéc da phat hanh rat nhiéu, vi du
cac sach dugc liét vao “Tu li€u Nhat Ban soan thudt” trong Pai Chinh
tan tu Pai tang kinh 1a nhirng tu 1i€u mang tinh dai dién. Trong do, cac
tu liéu co ban vé luan nghia cua Phap Tuéng Tong nhu “Duy Thirc
ludn ddng hoc sao”, “Duy thtc luan ban phdn sao”. Nhiing tu liéu co
lién quan hién nay do SAT (Khoa Xa hdi nhan van, Pai hoc Tokyo
tién hanh tu liéu hoa Pai Chinh tan tu Dai Tang kinh tu li€u van ban)
lam cong tac s6 hoa, nhung trong d6 c¢6 khong it tu lidu ton tai cac van
dé ngay chinh trong ban gbc. Trir Pai Chinh tan tu Pai Tang kinh ra
thi Nhdt Ban Dai tang kinh, Dai Nhdt Ban Phdt gido toan thu cling 1a
nhiing tung thu Phat gido v0 cung quan trong. Ngoai ra, cac tong phai
cling ty mo rong xuét ban cac tung thu mét cach ddc 1ap, nhitng sach
vo ¢6 tinh dai dién nhu Tinh Do tong toan thu, Tuc Tinh Do tong toan
thw, Thién Thai tong toan thu, Tuc Thién Thai tong toan thu, Nhdt
Lién tong toan thu, Chdn Ngon tong toan thu, Chan Ngon tong An tam
toan thi.... Khong thé khong khang dinh rang nhiing tung thu 16n nay
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d3 bao luu rat nhidu tu liéu vo cung quy gia, nhung vin dé ban gbc
van ton tai. Nhiing tu licu géc d6 1a tu liéu nhu thé nao 13 mot van dé
co ban, ludn ludn can ty canh tinh.

Nhiing loai ting thu ndy & mot phuong dién nhét dinh vo cung tién
loi nhung khi tmg dung vao viéc nghién ciru van ton tai mot sé van dé.
Trong d6, mét s6 sach vé nham tién loi cho viéc doc thim chi d3 lua
chon mot sb phuong thirc xir Iy khong thich hop véi van ban goc. D6i
dién voi nhitng vin d& 46, viéc hiéu dinh lai vin ban tré thanh mot
cong doan khong thé thiéu sot. Trir nhitng tap hop tu liéu nay ra, tir
nhitng nam 1970 t6i nay dan dan xuat hién nhiing ting thu méi bién
soan lai’. Sau nam 1990 thdéng qua su nd luc cua Yasuro Abe va
Yamazaki cta nha xuat ban Bensei dd xuit ban bd sach in nhiing tu
liéu quan trong ctia chua Shinfu tai Nagoya 1a Shinfukuji thién bdn
tung thu'. Nhitng tu liéu ndy da in chung cac nghién ctru don 1¢, giai
thich chung v&i phan anh gdc va vuot qua nhiéu van dé cua nghién
ctru di trudce, cung cép cho nguoi doc nhiéu sy hd tro. Ngoai ra viéc
xudt ban Shinto dai hé tir nim Sowa 52 (1977) dén Heisei 19 (2007)"!
cling bao gém nhiéu tu lidu lién quan t6i Phat gido. Hién nay da xuét
ban rat nhiéu tu liéu c6 lién quan tdi Phat gido nhung khong thé khong
thira nhan mot su thyc 13 hién nay Nhat Ban van con chua c6 ké hoach
xudt ban nhimg b sach c6 quy md nhu Nhdt Ban Pai Tang kinh, Pai
Nhat Ban Phdt gido toan thu.

2. Hoc héi hoc thuit phwong Tay

Tur thoi Meiji téi nay viéc hoc tap cac phuong phap nghién cuu
Phat gi4o cia Phuong Tay da anh huong mot cach sau sic ddi véi hoat
dong nghién cuu Phat gido cia Nhat Ban. Nhiing hoc gid luu hoc &
Chau Au, nhu: Nanyo Bunyu (1849-1927), Junjiko Takakusu (1866-
1945), Kasahara Kenju (1852-1883), da hoc tdp phuong phap nghién
ctru Phat gido va triét hoc An D0 tai Anh va dem nhiing kién thuc
nghién ctru Vin hién hoc dugc xdy dung trén nén tang nghién ctru
Than hoc Cong gido d6 truyén ba vé Nhat Ban'2.

Viéc doc chinh x4c van hién Phat giao trd thanh chd luu trong
nghién ctru Phat gido. Nhitng hoc gia co6 thanh tuu trong viéc doc Han
vin bat dau tién hanh ddi sanh véi nhiig tac phim duoc truyén bang
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Phan ngi, Pali ngir va Phat dién Han van. Nghién ctru Phat giao Nhat
Bén di xac 1ap va cing cb nghién ciru van hién 1am chi luu. Phuong
phap nay chii yéu 1a ddi sanh va nghién ctru cac ban chép tay 1a chinh,
¢ gang thu thap cac ban chép tay ciia cling mot van hién, thong qua
ddi chiéu, hiéu dinh dé tranh viéc doc sai. Trir cac tu liéu chir Phan,
ddng thoi sir dung cac tu liéu Han dich va Tang dich hinh thanh mot
phuong phéap nghién ctru Phat hoc doc dao'3.

Van dé ciia phuong phap nay 1a cang ngay cang bi thu hep, va lai
viéc nghién ctru chi bo gon trong ban than van ban ma bd qua viéc
quan tim téi hién thuc cta Phat gido. Diéu nay dan téi khuynh hudng
b6 ra ngoai cac tu lidu khac ngoai tu lidu van ban, diéu d6 ciing dan
toi cac linh vuc khac tré thanh duong bién cua viéc nghién cuu Phat
hoc. Pay khong thé khong coi 1a mot phan thiéu sot cta gidi nghién
ctru Phat gido Nhat Ban.

3. Nghién ciru Phit hoc quan tim qua it téi van ban van hoc

Trong nghién clru van hién hoc con cé viée tuyén Iuva van ban,
nhitng sach vo tryc tiép c6 mdi lién hé t6i gido 1y, tu tudng thi rat dé
tro thanh nhiing dbi tugng nghién ciru Phat gido nhung nhiing tac
phém khac thi gﬁn nhu khong duoc trong thi mot cach truc dién. Vi du,
c¢6 khong it tac pham vin hoc chiu anh huong cia Phat gido hay tir
Phat gido, nhu Phdt gido thuyét thoai tdp, hay tiéu thuyét vo cung noi
tiéng va quan trong cta thoi dai Heian 13 Truyén ké Genji c6 rat nhiéu
nhan t6 Phat gido nhung rit it hoc gia quan tim mot céc tryc tiép dén
van dé nay'.

Chinh vi thé, trong khi nghién ctru Phat gido Nhat Ban, ngoai viéc
dé y t6i sach v van chuong ciia ting lit hay tri thire thi cac tu lidu c6
mdi lién quan ciing can duoc luu . Vi du, cing véi sy luu truyén cua
Phat gido, cac d6i tuong phi ting lit ciing ¢ khong it cac tu licu lién
quan téi Phat gido nhu Hoa ca va tho van chit Han cling 1a nhitng vi
du dién hinh. T thoi dai Heian, gido 1y Phat gido bat dau dugc dua
vao trong Hoa ca va nhiing tac pham Hoa ca nay con duogc goi la
Thich gido ca. C6 rat nhiéu tur lidu nay duoc luu truyén. Tap sic soan
Hoa ca ciing co rat nhiéu bai Hoa ca ngdm vé gido 1y Phat gido.
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Nhiing diéu ndy cung cap cac tu liéu quy gia, cho thdy vao thoi dai
d6 Phat gido da dugc (co kha ning) gidi quy toc tiép nhan va sir
dung thé nao.

Ngoai ra, dau thoi dai Heian, luu hanh cac sang tac tho van chir
Han, trong d6 cac bai van tan than Phat gido duoc goi 1a “Han tan”.
Tu liéu c6 trong Hoa Hdn ldng vinh tdp nhung rat it hoc gia nghién
ctru Phat gido quan tam. Thyc ra, nén cht y dén ngudn tai lidu nay vi
day 1a mot hinh thirc tiép nhan Phat gido thoi ky ddu Heian. Sang tac
tho van chit Han va vé sau 1a tan than bang Hoa vin - duoc goi 1a Hoa
tan - phat trién mot cach manh m& vao sau thoi Trung dai ctia Nhat
Ban. Céc tac pham Hoa tan ndi tiéng tir thoi Kamakura tré vé sau c6
thé ké dén nhu Tinh dé hoa tan, Cao tang hoa tan, Chinh twong mat
hoa tdn cua Shinran, thoi dai Edo ¢6 Toa thién hoa tén cua Hakuin's.

Phat gido thuyét thogi tdp ciing la tac phém van hoc xuit hién 6 at
sau thoi ky Insei. Thoi ky dau voi cac tac pham nhu Nhdt Ban linh di
ky, thé ky 10 v&i Tam bdo héi tir, thé ky 11 v&i Phdp Hoa nghiém ky,
Kim tich vt ngir tdp. ... Nhitng tu liéu nay chii yéu nghién ctru van dé
qudc van ciia Nhat Ban nhung rat it ngudi quan tdm no tir phuong
di¢n Phat gido. Thém nira, nhitng nha nghién ctru Phat gido dudi goc
d6 qudc van ciing rat it dé tm t6i cac van dé tu tuong trong d6'e.

Pén thoi ky Trung dai Muromachi ciia Nhat Ban thi bat dau xuat
hién rat nhiéu bai Hoa ca ma khong phéan chia rach roi Phat, Nho,
Shinto hay Ca tung dao dic luan thuong, chinh vi thé dugc xung tung
1a Pao ca, gidi hoc gia ciing rat it quan tdm. Tl thoi ky Muromachi
dén thoi ky Chién qudc, nhiing bai ca ca tung dao dirc gia dinh va luan
ly gia toc dugc luu truyén mot cach rong radi'’. Dac biét 1a thoi ky
Chién qudc, nhitng bai Pao ca canh tinh con ngudi 1am thé nao dé
song qua nhitng ngay thang chién loan rat duoc don cho. Sy phd bién
mot cach rong rai cia Pao ca c6 mot phﬁn quan trong l1a do hinh thure
clia né vira ngan gon, vira dé doc!8.

Dén giira thoi ky Edo, cting v6i su phat trién cia Tam hoc thi xudt
hién nhiéu tic phdm Dao ca va Tap thanh ca tap. Tam hoc thoi ky nay
do tén hi¢u ctia nguoi sang 1ap 1a Ishida Baigan nén con duoc goi la
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Tam hoc Shekimon. Bén cubi thoi ky Edo, thé ky 18, 19 ¢6 mét sb tap
dao ca bat dau thinh hanh trong mot sb tap tranh phong canh c6 ndi
dung lién quan. Khoi ngudn cta phong trao nay cé thé phai ké dén sy
tich ctia Ikkyu. Nhitng tac pham c6 lién quan téi Ikkyu trong giai doan
dau duoc xung tung la Cuéng ca, vé sau méi duge dinh danh thanh
Dao ca tap".

V& sau v6i su xudt hién cia mot dai dién la Sangoen Tsukimaro,
v6i nhitng tac pham dao ca 1ay chu dé 1a Tam, dén nay con truyén lai
nhiéu tac phém ndi tiéng, nhu Dao ca: Roi vot cua tam, Pao ca: Soi
chiéu tam. Pao ca: Gwong sdng cia tam. ... Puong thoi, Pao ca tip
bat diu dugce 4n hanh véi sy thic déy cua cac nha sach ma cang duoc
luu hanh rong rai trong xa hoi. Pay 1a nhiing tu liéu v6 cung quy gia
dé co6 thé quan sat va ly giai nhitng giai tang khac nhau di tiép xuc
Phat gido va hiéu Phat gido nhu thé nao. Pang tiéc ring nhimng tu liéu
nay cho dén nay van chua nhan duoc sy quan tim mot cach can thiét
cua cac hoc gia Phat giao.

Téng két nhimg van d& & trén co thé thay rd mot diéu trong linh
vuc nghién ctru Phét hoc van ton tai mot vin dé 1a cha trong qua nhiéu
t6i gido 1y, tu tuong. Néu mudn quan sat dé soi chiéu va Iy giai Phat
gido da mang lai nhitng anh hudng sau rong nao dbi véi van hoa Nhat
Ban tir phuong dién tac pham vin hoc dén cac tac phim duoc luu
hanh trong giai ting thir dan, thi déu phai dugc dwa vao tim nhin cua
cac nghién cuu Phat gido va c6 mot su trong thi nhitng tu liéu dé6 mét
cach can thiét20.

4. Phan chia thoi dai va mdi quan tim cia giéi hoc thuat doi
voi cac thoi dai co6 sy thién 1éch

Phat gido truyén vao Nhat Ban tir nira dau thé ky 6 dudi thoi ky
Asuka. Pdi v6i nguoi Nhat Ban vao thoi diém d6 thi Phat giao dai dién
cho nhimg tri thirc hang dau, 14 tai san vin hoa ma thé giéi Dong A
cung st dung mot cach binh dang. Phat gido trudc hét tir Bach Té ¢ ban
dao Tridu Tién thong qua con duong quan phuong dé truyén vao Nhat
Bén, dan din méi duoc phd cap va di vao 1ong ngudi. Tir d6 vé sau, trai
qua céc thoi ky C6 dai, Trung dai, Can thé cho t&i thoi Céan hién dai,
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hang ngan nam ké thira va phat trién dén nay, Phat gido van 1a mot ton
gido chu yéu cua ngudi Nhat Ban. Trong cac nghién ciru Phat gido thi
su chii trong t&i qué trinh phat trién ciia Phét gido timg thoi dai ciing co
su khac biét, chu yéu dugc phan anh duéi hai phuong dién.

Thir nhat 1a phuong phép phan ky trong lich st Phat giao Nhat Ban.
Viéc dung thoi dai dé phan ky lich sir Phat gido 1a mot phuong phap
phé bién, nhung ban than phuong phap nay ciing ton tai mot s6 van de.
Trude hét, viéc phan ky lich st thuoc vé nhimg van dé ciia phuong
phap sir hoc, nhung trong phuong phap nay ciing con ton tai khong it
nhiing tranh cai?!.

Ba céach phan chia C6 dai, Trung dai, Can dai von khoi nguyén tir
khai niém va quy dinh vé phan ky lich sir xuat phat tir Chau Au. Dé
dua lich st Nhat Ban vao trong lich sir thé gi61, nghién ctu lich su
Nhat Ban ciing lya chon phuong phap phan ky tuong dong, co diéu
khi lich st Nhat Ban tré thanh ddi tuong nghién ctru doc 1ap thi gitra
Trung dai va Cén dai thém vao ca khai niém cdn thé nhu 13 mot giai
doan qua d6 toi Can dai.

Thong thuong lich sir Phat giao Nhat Ban dugc phan chia nhu sau:

C6 dai = Asuma, Nara, Heian.

Trung dai = Kamakura, Nam Bic triéu, Muromachi, Chién quéc.

Can thé = Azuchimo Moyama, Edo.

Céan hién dai = Tu Meiji vé sau.

Phuong phap phan ky theo C6 dai, Trung dai, Can dai liy tiéu
chuén va cdn c nao, cac dic trung thoi dai, ni€n dai khéi thuy va téng
két cach phan chia thé nao thi trén thyc t& van ton tai khong it tranh
cai gilra cac nha nghién ctru str hoc.

Nhitng nim gan day c6 hoc gia dé xuét nén lay giai doan loan Thira
Binh, Thién Khanh 14 thoi diém phan chia C6 dai va Trung dai?2. Néu
nhu sy phan ky lich sir 1dy tiéu chuan Ia nhitng bién dong manh mé vé
mat van hoa va xa hoi, giai doan trudc va giai doan sau ton tai mot su
khac biét 15 rét thi quan diém hién nay déu cho rang trudc thoi ky
Insei 1a C6 dai, sau thoi ky Insei 1a Trung dai. C6 quan diém thi cho
rang tir thoi Insei cho t&i thoi Chién qudc thi qua dai, chinh vi thé
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thong thuong chia thoi Nam - Béc triéu bat dau dén Chién quc goi 1a
thoi ky Trung dai. Ciing c6 quan diém cho rang, tir thoi Chién qudc
dén thoi ky Azuchimomozama, x3 hoi bat dau thay ddi va budc vao
thoi ky Can thé, néu coi loan Onin 12 mdc chia tach thoi dai thi trén
thuc té lich sir Nhat Ban tir thé ky 16 d& budc vao thoi ky Can thé. Chi
c6 thoi ky khoi diém ciia Minh Tri dé chia tach giai doan Cén hién dai
thi it ¢6 cac tranh luan hon ma thoi.

Vén dé tht hai, viéc phan chia thoi dai néu khong c6 tranh luén thi
lidu co thé khéng dinh réng Phat gido luén nhén dugc sy chu trong
binh ding qua cac thoi dai? Trén thyc t& hoan toan khong phai nhu
vay. Trong nghién ctru Phat gido Nhat Ban, c6 mét sb thoi ky lién tuc
nhéan dugc sy quan tam, c6 mét sb thoi ky thi bi lanh nhat mot cach
lau dai. Cac nha nghién ciru chu yéu tap trung hing thi ciia minh vao
thoi ky tién Trung dai, cac thoi ky khac thi nghién ctru twong ddi it.
Pic biét 1a giai doan C6 dai va Can thé thi bi lanh nhat ngoai suc
tudng tuong.

Phat gido thoi C6 dai Nhat Ban c6 vai tro quan trong nhu budi binh
minh khi Phat gido truyén dén nhung nhitng nghién ciru lién quan thi
lai 13 mot khoang tréng?. Nguyén nhan co rat nhiéu, mét Iy do rat
thyuc t& d6 1a mdi lién hé khong qua sau sic trong viéc truyén thira ciia
céc tong phai 16n & thoi diém hién nay. Nguyén nhan khac nita 1a sy
han ché vé mat tu liéu, sy mé rong nghién curu gap rat nhidu han ché.
Biéu hién mot cach rd rang nhat 1 cac nha nghién ctru Phat gido thoi
ky dau c6 dai Asuka nhitng nim gan day c6 xu huéng giam han. Sy
dot pha vé mit tu liéu khao ¢b hoc nhitng ndm g?m day, dac biét 1a lich
sir va khao ¢6 hoc cuiia ban dao Triéu Tién ciing dat dwoc nhiéu thanh
qua, hy vong diéu d6 s& co tac dong thuc day viéc nghién ciru Phat
gido Nhat Ban thoi ky nay?.

Nhu truée da nhic dén, thoi diém tap trung nhidu nghién ctru nhit
1a thoi ky tién Trung dai. Thoi ky nay c6 thé dugc coi 1a thoi dai
hoang kim cua viéc sang lap cac dai tong phai cua Phat gido Nhat Ban
- lay cac truong dai hoc ctia cac tong phai nay lam chii dao nghién ciru.
Nghién ctru Phat gido thoi ky tién Trung dai 1au bén ma khong c6 chit
giam sut nao. Cac hoc gia nghién ciru vé thoi dai nay trén cac linh vuc
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Phat giao hoc, Lich st hoc déu tuong ddi nhiéu?s. Ngoai ra, tir nam
1990 tro lai day viée nghién ctru Phat gido cin dai ciing dan dan co
nhitng bude tién. Nam 1994 tap chi Nghién ciu lich sir Phdt gido
Nhdt Ban cdn dai duge ra doi, t6i nam 1998 doi tén thanh Phdt gido
cdn dai, dén nay viéc nghién ctru van phat trién manh mé, c6 khong it
cac hoc gia nghién ctru Phat gido hoc, Lich st hoc, Ton gido hoc va
Lich st tu tvong Nhat Ban cling tham gia vao nhitng nghién ctru nay?.

5. Nim bit hién trang nghién ciru Phat gidao Nhat Ban tai hai
ngoai qua it

Hién nay, dbi véi viée nghién ctru Phat gido Nhat Ban khong chi con
han ché ¢ trong nudc (Nhat Ban) ma ciing rt thinh hanh & hai ngoai.
Céc qubc gia va ving lanh thd Pong A khac nhu Han Qudc, Trung
Qudc, Pai Loan ciing ¢ khong it cac chuyén gia vé Nhat Ban hoc?’.
Tai Chau Au, Hoc vién SOAS Pai hoc London, Pai hoc Newton cling
c6 khong it cac chuyén gia nghién ctru ton gido Nhat Ban?®. Khu vuc
My, Canada c6 cac truong hoc ndi tiéng nhu DPai hoc Princeton, Pai
hoc Harvard, Pai hoc Virginia, Pai hoc California, Pai hoc Stanford,
Pai hoc quéc té Florida, Dai hoc Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Pai hoc
Alberta, bat ké 1a linh vuc St hoc hay Tén gido hoc déu c6 cac chuyén
gia giang day vé Phat gido Nhat Ban?®. Nhimg truong dai hoc nay con
boi dudng khong it cac hoc gia tré, dai da s6 déu luu hoc 1au dai tai
Nhat Ban. Nhitng thanh qua nghién ctru cta cac hoc gia nay, c6 khi
duoc dich thanh tiéng Nhat dé gioi thiéu voi doc gia Nhat nhung dai da
s6 van 1a sir dung tiéng Anh dé dién giai. V& mit nguyén tic thi cac hoc
gia Nhat Ban can phai quan tdm va tham khao cac trudc tac nghién ctru
Phat gido bang tiéng Anh nay nhung hién trang thi khong 13y gi 1am lac
quan, vé phuong dién nay ciing van can phai cai thién.

Ngoai ra, néu dem hién trang nghién ciru hai ngoai va Nhat Ban so
sanh thi diém khac biét 16n nhét chinh 1a cic hoc gia hai ngoai gan
nhu chua hé coi Phat giao nhu 1a mét linh vuc doc 1ap. Nhu trude da
nhic dén, & Nhat Ban, nghién ctru Phat gido Nhat Ban dai da sb déu
tap trung trong cac linh vuc Phat gido hoc, Lich st hoc, Lich st tu
tuong Nhat Ban. Khong giéng voi Phat hoc cua Nhat Ban 1a mot bo
moén ddc lap, ¢ hai ngoai, nghién ctru Phét gido dugc dat trong cac
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khoa, nhu: Tén gido hoc, Chau A hoc, Lich sir hoc, cho nén viéc
nghién ctru Phat gido thong thuong it tdp trung vao phuong dién tu
tuong, gido Iy ma phan nhidu dugc tap trung vao phuong dién lich su,
phuong dién xa héi la chu dao.

6. Van dé cia cac tw liéu san Khic va chép tay - Thong qua doi
chiéu hiéu kham Pai tang kinh

Hién nay, nghién clru cac trudc tac cia tang It Nhat Ban, déc biét 1a
khi tra ctru viéc dan dung st dung cac tu liéu kinh luan, nhét dinh déu
dugc xac nhan thong qua viéc dbi chiéu tr Pai chinh tan tu Pai tang kinh,
nhung viéc lam do ciing xuat hién rat nhidu vin dé. Béi cc trude tac cia
tang lir khi sir dung viéc dan kinh luan thuong khong phai tu liéu in 4n
thuong sir dung, ma liy van ban luu truyén theo hinh thirc chép tay. Nhat
Ban tir thoi dai Asuma, da c6 rat nhiéu cac tang 1ir hiéu hoc vuot bién dé
lam mét Iuu hoc ting & Trung Qudc. Tam ludn tong, Phap tudng tong
cua Nhat Ban dugc phat trién dudi bdi canh do, hodc qua ban dao Triéu
Tién hodc truc tiép duoc truyén ba tir Trung Quéc dai luc. Céc tang it
khi di Iuu hoc thudng mang vé khong it cic ban chép tay Han dich cta
cac kinh luan. Céc nhan vat dién hinh 13 Dosho (629-700) va Genho (?-
746). Kinh dién do Dosho thinh vé truéc tién dugc lwu tai Thién vién
Hojuku. Sau khi doi d6 vé Heisei, Thién vién va cac ban chép tay kinh
ludn trude tién duge doi toi kinh d6 mai. Cac kinh thu nay tir thoi ky
Nara cho t6i thoi ky sau, qua nhiéu lan sau chép, dan dan dwoc hinh
thanh hinh thirc cta dang ting thu, ddy 14 ngudn cia tat ca cac kinh ban
duoc truyén thira & cac ti vién Nhat Ban®®.

Trén thuc té, diu 1a kinh dién in 4n Dai tang kinh mdc ban (Téng
ban - Nhat thiét kinh) tir Trung Qudc truyén vao Nhat Ban, tin d6 Phat
gi4o tai Nhat Ban van rat trong thi cac Phat dién chép tay duoc truyén
ba tir thoi ky Nara. C6 hoc gia cho rang cho t6i thoi ky dau Trung dai
vé sau nguoi ta méi bat ddu sir dung Pai tang kinh moc ban®!. Ngoai
ra, cung mot Phat dién nhung ban chép tay va ban khic Pai tang kinh
cling c6 luc c6 su khac biét vé mat ndi dung. Nguyén nhan cia su
khac biét d6 van khong 1o rang, co thé do viée tién loi cho viée doc,
cling c6 thé do tuan theo sic 1énh cia triéu dinh, xuat phat tir nguoi
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chap chinh ma c6 mot sb chinh sira d6i voi kinh van. Day 1a viéc can
dugc chu trong trong khi nghién ctru.

Dai chinh tdn tu Dai tang kinh dugc s hoa vo cung tién lgi cho
viéc tra ctru, nhung can phai than trong khi dbi chiéu ban dién tir va
ban chép tay kinh dién. Cé nhiing nghién ctru da phat hién cing mot
tai liéu trude khi duge Nhat Ban san khic, c¢6 khi do van ban duoc
truyén vao khong cing thoi dai hodc chiu anh hudng cia 4n ban méi
ma xuét hién sy khac biét vé mit van tu hodc co tang thém cac ghi
chép, ddy ciing 1a diém can cha y2.

Do 14 ban chép tay nén tu thé rat phong phu da dang, chinh boi vi thé
cling xuét hién cac vin dé vé tu thé. Néu nhu duge viét bﬁng 16i chir
Khai ngay ngin dé doc théng thuong s& khong din t6i nhimg van dé vé
viéc doc sai, nhung trén thuc té thi viéc sur dung chit Hanh, chit Thao dé
viét cho nhanh chong 13 hién tuong thuong gip, con c¢b truong hop do
théi quen khac biét ctia nguoi viét ma hinh thanh viéc thay doi ty hinh.
Su gian héa ciia van ty duong nhién co quy tic dé doc hiéu, co dicu
nhitng ting 1it chiu trich nhiém viét chwa chic da trai qua qué trinh
huén luyén do. Vi dy, mot vi cao ting thoi Trung dai la Nhat Lién
Thuong Nhan, ¢o rat nhiéu tu liéu do tu than chép ra, nhung trong qua
trinh viét d6 lai hinh thanh nén khéng it cac but phap doc dao ciia minh.
Chinh boi qua trinh d6 ma khi cac trudc tic ciia Nhat Lién duoc chuyén
chép thanh chit Khai thi khong tranh khoi viéc doc sai hodc khi chuyén
thanh van béan in 4n hoat tyr ciing twong ddi kho khan.

7. Tuw li¢u vé hoat dong Phap hdi ciia tin dd Phat gido

Hoat dong ciia gido doan Phat gido ciing 1a mot van d& quan trong
trong nghién cuiu Phat gido Nhat Ban. Hoat dong Phap hoi ctuia Phat
gido Nhat Ban 13 mot bo phan trong qua trinh truyén thira Phat gido
Nam Bic triéu ciia Trung Qudc, day 1a mot sb tu liéu dang dé nghién
ctru. Nhitng hoat dong Phap hoi nay lay trong tdm 1a giang phap, luan
nghia va cac tu li€u van hién lién quan dugc goi 1a Kinh thich hoac Vén
dap ky. Cac tap dai thanh vé tu liéu giang phép nay phai ké dén cong
lao cua hai cha con ting nhan la Choken (1126-1203) va Shogaku
(1167-1235) tai Ankuin, Hieizan. Cac tic pham bién tap tiéu biéu co
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Thich mén bi thwoe, Chuyén phdp ludn sao ...33. Nhimg tu liéu nay chu
yéu ghi chép nhiing hoat dong cua ting doan tai Hieizan. Gan day ciing
c6 khong it cac tu li€u mdi dugce phat hién, trong d6 cé nhitng tu li¢u
lién quan t&i Phap hoi hoat dong manh mé tai Pong Dai tu Nara 1a Bién
hiéu Phap hoi**. Nhiing tu liéu nhu thé nay gan nhu khong miy nguoi
biét toi nhung gan day thi khong ngimg dugc phat hién. Cac tac pham
chép tay vé Bién nghia co sb lugng vo cung nhiéu, dai da s6 dugc viét,
bién soan vao thoi Insei t¢i Kamakura, do céc ting 1t tai Nara luu gitr®>.

Hién nay viéc chinh 1y va nghién ctru céac tu liéu nay chu yéu chi
moéi dudi dang chuyén thé tir hinh thai viét tay sang in 4n bang chir
Khai dé dé doc va giéi thiéu rong rdi. Nhitng nghién ciru chu yéu nay
chi dirng lai ¢ viéc tim cdu hay chit dep hay xuét x{r dién cd, d6i
chiéu nhimng ciu vin hay biéu dat c6 tinh truyén thira cac giai doan,
nghién ctru vé mit tu tudng khong nhiéu®®. Béi voi cac tu lidu vé
luan nghia, hién c6 cac tu li¢u ndi bd cua cac tong phai, vi du tu li€u
luan nghia cia Thién Thai tong dd c6 nhiing tich lily vé mat nghién
ctru nhung chu yéu 1a nira thoi ky dau Trung dai. Nhimng tu liéu ludn
nghia hién con ma khong c6 nhidu mdi lién hé voi cac tong phai thi
nghién ciru van tién trién tuong d6i cham3’. Trong luan nghia con
xudt hién “nghiép nghia”, “ph6 nghia”. Trong d6, Phé nghia c6 quan
hé v6i Nhan minh. Nhitng nghién ctru ¢ lién quan vé Nhan minh tir
sau Shoho Takemura xudt ban Nhdn minh hoc - Khoi nguyén va bién
thién dudng nhu khong c6 bét ctr tién trién ndo. Nghién ctru vé Nhan
minh ¢6 thé xem nhu mot van dé nghién ciru tuong lai cia Nhat
Ban3®,

béi véi nhitng hoc gid da cé qua trinh dao tao vé Phat hoc, viéc
nghién ctru cac tu liéu vé hoat dong Phap hoi, thong qua viée tra ciru
dién ctr va tham nhap nodi dung dé 1y giai, giai thich 1 rang tu tudng,
hiéu 15 vé hé théng hoc van cia ting lit duong thoi thuc su khong
phai 1a mét van dé kho, ma cai kho 1 & chd 1am sao dé cac luan nghia
d6 co thé phat huy dugc cong niang xa hoi. Ciing tic 13, vé su chuyén
doi tri thire, cac van d¢, y nghia, c¢6 nhitng phuong phap luan Phat
gido hoc c6 thé giai quyét mot phin cac van dé nhung ciing c6 khi la
khong c6 cach nao giai quyét va chung ta ciing can phai nhan thic rd
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dugc tinh han ché cua no. Nhig van dé vé tinh cong nang xi hoi ciia
gido doan dwong nhién khong thé tach roi duge viée dwa vao phuong
phap ludn cua sir hoc dé giai quyét.

8. Nhirng vin dé ton tai va phwong phap luin - Liy “Hanh”
1am ddi twong nghién ctru

Cubi cung, can d¢ cap téi nhitng van dé ton tai va phwong phap
luan. Truyén thira Phét gido bao gém hai linh vuc 16n 1a Hoc va Hanh,
nhung dai da s6 tu liéu van tu chu yéu chu trong vao van dé Hoc.
Phuong phap luan cua Phat hoc vo cung manh trong viéc xur ly cac
van dé vé Hoc, dic biét nhitng tu liéu vé giai thich ly. Tur xua toi gio,
cac tu liéu Phat giao, vé mit sd luong, Hoc chiém wu thé tuyét dai da
sO, xét cho ciing d6 van 1 van d& duoc quan tAm va nghién ctru mot
cach can ké.

Tuy nhién, déng vai trd nhu mot nén méng quan trong khac thi
Hanh 13 van dé khong thé xem nhe. Hanh cé Iuc ciing bao ham ca
cong ning mang tinh thyc tién trong xa hoi, nhung & diy nguoi viét
mudn nhan manh téi Hanh 13 thyc tién vé mit chi quan va quan tam®.

Hanh 1a mot truyén thng vo ciing quan trong nhung lai rat it cac tu
liéu van tu ghi chép, dau c6 it ghi chép nhung ciing chi so luge vai
dong, nhitng miéu ta d6 phan da lai mang thii phap tuong trung, rat
kho 1y giai. Néu chi phan tich trén ndi dung ciia van tu rat khé co thé
di vao ndi ham thuc su. Nghién ctru Phat hoc thong thuong ch trong
to1 1y giai ngi ham thye sy cua van tu, phuong phap luan cua viéc su
dung vin ban hoc rat c6 loi cho viée 1y giai nhitng tu liéu Thién tong
con dugc bao luu, c6 thé noi 1a van khong thé dat ti, khong thé 1y
giai duoc. Pay ciing 12 phan han ché cua viéc nghién ctru van hién hoc
cua Phat hoc.

Thii phap mang tinh tugng trung miéu ta chéan 1y, cot dé biéu 16 1o
chan tuéng, nén phai thay déi phuong phap, quan diém dé tim hiéu.
Mot vi du dién hinh 1a Thién sw Enni Bennen (1202-1280) da d& xuét
mot phuong phép dic thu dé phan loai Phat gido, dua Phat gido chia
thanh Ly tri, Co' quan, Huéng thwong. Ly tri 1a thong qua ngdn ngit dé
truyén dat nhitng gido 1y phd thong, vi du, Duyén khai, tinh Khong
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thudc pham vi cua Ly tri. Co quan chi nhiing cong an bao ham tinh
mau thuin tuyét d6i. Cudi cing 13 Huéng thugng, day chinh 1a nhimng
tinh tdy cao sdu trong gido 1y cia Phat, cu thé ma néi d6 chinh 1a “Nui
1a ndi, song 1a song”. Mudn hiéu cai 1y sau sic ciia cau noéi do, duong
nhién chi dya vao viéc 1y giai ngdn ngit van tu doc 1a didu hoan toan
khong du.

Phat giao Nhat Ban khong chi don thudn chi c¢6 hai phuong dién Gido
va Hanh. Phat giao bao gdm ba phuong dién Phat, Phap, Tang. Dé co thé
Iy giai duoc sy phat trién ctia Phat gido can phai 1y giai cac phuong dién
vé Phat, Phap, Tang. Tuy nhién néu theo phuong dién thuc té cia ting
doan ma noi, néu chi don thuan dua vao van hién ciia gido 1y lam trung
tam, tirc 1 nhimg tu liéu thdanh gido, 1a hoan toan khong du*.

Néu coi muc tiéu nghién ctru cia minh 1a dé hiéu rd hién trang cua
tang doan Phét gido Nhat Ban, ndm bét hoat dong thuong nhat cta
tang doan trong tu vién thi phai xac 1ap dugc mot phuong phéap luén
thich (mg véi viéc nghién ciru ndy. Vi dy, coi ddi tuong nghién ctru 1a
cac van thu hanh chinh duge luu giit trong tu vién thi c6 thé 1y giai
duogc tinh trang thyc trong viéc van hanh va phat trién kinh té, cling c6
thé xac dinh o rang viéc thang tién cua cic ting nhan. Piéu dang tiéc,
phuong phap luan vé vin hién hoc trong nghién ctru Phat gido 16 rd
diém yéu. Cac hoc gia Str hoc d6i voi nhimg tu liéu nay di co nhiéu
tich lily va nhiéu thanh qua, chi cho Ung dung né vao trong nghién
ctru Phét gido ma thoi.

Puong nhién, muc ti€u nghién ctu khac nhau, phuong phap luan
thich g véi cac tu liéu dé ciing can phai ¢ nhiing thay d6i thich hop,
diéu nay can phai hiéu rat rd.

Két luan

Nghién ctru Phat gido Nhat Ban tiép can tir nhidu phuong dién, bao
gém Phat hoc, St hoc, Lich st tu tuéng Nhat Ban, Quéc van va Ton
gido hoc. Tuy vao diém tiép c4n ma van dé vé y thirc hay diém quan
tam ciing khong giéng nhau. Trong ndi b gidi Phat hoc, viéc sir dung
nhitng phuong phap luan trude day dé nghién ctru gido 1y va tu tuong
cling di tich lily dugc khong it thanh qua dang ké, tuy nhién khi diém
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nhin c6 su chuyén bién, ciing can phai kiém nghiém nhimg phuong
phap luan hay tu liéu cii liu con nguyén gia tri? Néu nhu bat dau
nghién ctru vé vin d& ma trong qua khir nghién ctru Phat hoc chua
ting tiép can dén nhu Hanh, tic ting nhan lam sao dé coi thyc té tu
hanh 13 xut phat diém dé 1y giai Phat giao, khong thé khong tim mot
quan diém méi dé 1y giai van dé do.

Phat gido Nhat Ban khong chi c6 mot truyén thong 1au doi va con
lién tuc t6i ngdy ngay, ma con la mot tén gido trong doi sdng xa hoi
hién dai. Khong thé khong nhin vao hién trang va d6 ciing 1a mot phan
trong dbi twong nghién ctru. Trong tim hién nay s& khong chi don
thuan 13 su ghi chép vé mat vin ban ma con 1a nhiing hoat dong cua
tang doan, nguoi thuc viée thuc trong doi sdng hién nay.

Hoat dong cua ho phong pha da dang nhung khong thdy c6 mot
du hiéu nao c6 y mudn ghi chép mot cac minh xac nhing hoat dong
d6 thanh van ty. Luc ndy nén tang cua van hién hoc trong phuong
phap nghién ciru Phat gido hoan toan bét lyc, diéu d6 thic diy can
phai tim nhiing phwong phép cé tac dung nhidu hon. C6 thé d6 1a nhan
hoc van hoéa, dan tuc hoc, hay quan sat tham su... mdi thuc sy c6 hiéu
qua. Linh vuc nghién ctru Phat gido khong nén chi han ché trong viéc
nghién ctru tu tudng, gido 1y, bay gio' chinh 14 thoi diém xéc lap trén
nén tang cii ma coi Phat gido vao diém nhin thoi dai. /.

Nguyén Hiru Sir dich.

CHU THiCH:

1 Néu dua ra nhitng hoc gia mang tinh dai dién, trong linh vuc Lich sir hoc thi tac
gia dugc chii trong nhit trudc thoi ky Chién tranh Thé gidi thir 2 ¢ Zennosuke
Tsuji (1877-1955), Katsumi Kuroita (1874-1946). Zennosuke Tsuji bién soan
Lich sir Phdt gido Nhdt Ban 10 quyén (1944-1953), c6 anh hudng vo cung 16n
dbi voi cac nghién ciru vé& sau. Sau thoi Chién tranh Thé gidi thir 2, co cac hoc
gia nhu Ishimoda Sho (1912-1986), Mitsusada Inoue (1917-1983), Toshio
Kuroda )1926-1993), Yoshihiko Amino (Ddn phi nong nghiép thoi Trung dai va
Thién hodng, 1984). Tac phim Sw hinh thanh thé giGi Trung dai (1946) cia
Ishimoda Sho 1a mét diém nhén, Toshio Kuroda trong Tén gido va Quéc gia
Nhdt Ban thoi Trung dai (1975) & xuét quan diém Hién mat thé ché luan xéc lap
mot mau hinh v& nghién ctru Phat gido thoi Trung dai.
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2 Phuong dién lich st my thuat c6 Toyomune Minamoto (1895-2001) véi Nghién
curu lich sie my thudt Nhdt Ban 6 tap (1978-1994) 1a tac phém dugc cha y téi sém
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(2009).

32 Kanagawa Bunko bién soan Shomyoji Sonshoin Bién Hiéu phdp héi - Phién
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Abstract

THE STATE OF THE FIELD AND SEVERAL ISSUES TO BE
RESOLVED IN THE STUDY OF JAPANESE BUDDHISM

History has placed certain limitations on the study of Japanese
Buddhism. Buddhism came to Japan in the sixth century, during the
Southern and Northern Dynasties period in China, via the Korean
peninsula. It took on characteristics of the Buddhism of the Southern
Dynasties, in particular, the practice of preaching about Buddhist
sutras, as well as a robust system of doctrinal learning, and these have
been the focus of the study of Buddhism for the majority of its history.
However, during the Meiji period, Buddhist Studies advanced greatly
with the advent of philological methods brought over from Europe.

After the introduction of this style of research, philological studies
became the mainstream of Buddhist studies in Japan, however, this
research tends to focus on ideological or philosophical writings, while
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neglecting the study of more literary works such as fanka (poetry), as
well as classical fiction and other narrative forms. In brief, there are
relatively few works focusing on writing influenced by Buddhism.
Although there is a deep interest in the makers of Buddhism, as it
were, those whom it was made for have been neglected.

Furthermore, there are many handwritten manuscripts that remain
from ancient Japan. Although some of these documents have been
published with modern typesetting, and thus made into a more
accessible format, many have not yet been made into modern printed
editions. In particular, documents recording sermons (shodo) and
debates (rongi), and sermons and debates from the Cloistered
Government (insei) period to the Kamakura period are largely
unstudied topics. Although there are projects that aim to digitize these
documents, these have still not been developed to their full potential.

Another important issue to be rectified is that although there are
many researchers outside Japan studying Japanese Buddhism, the
results of their research seem to be by and large overlooked by those
working inside Japan.

Although there is a lack of consensus on the periodization of
Japanese Buddhism, there is nevertheless a tendency to study the
Buddhism of medieval and modern eras, while neglecting the study of
the ancient and early modern periods.

Finally, although we can broadly divide the study of Buddhism into
the categories of (doctrinal or academic) learning, and (religious)
practice, the study of how Buddhism has been practiced, particularly
how meditation (samatha and vipassana styles in particular) has been
practiced in Japan, has not sufficiently been discussed. This may be a
product of the tradition of Japanese Buddhism, but is nevertheless a
question the field faces in the future.

Keywords: Debate, sermon, practice, philology, periodization,
Buddhist studies, Historical research, Japanese ideological studies.



