Nghién ctu Ton gido. So 2 - 2010 63
VON XA HOI CUADOAN THE TON GIAO MY
LUU BANH®

rong x& hoi My, tap hop c6 tinh quin
T chiing rong I6n nhét 1a céc loai hinh

gi4o hoi xuét hién duai hinh thirc doan
thé ton gido, ngoai nhitng ngdi gido duong
v6i du loai kiéu dang kién tric khéc nhau,
moc 1én & khip noi tir thanh phé thi trin t6i
lang qué, vai dang thuc hiru hinh ndy né luén
nhic nhé nguoi ta vé sy tdn tai rong lon cua
ton giao ¢ nudc My, bén canh do, nd con
nhic nguoi ta nghi dén mét ngudn vén quan
trong ma gido hoi thuc sy cé trong tay, dd la
ngudn vén xa hoi, no khong nhin thiy nhung
khong thé nao do luong hét dugc.

1. Sy hinh thanh vén x& hdi

Vén xa hoi 12 mot loai ngudn vén dic thu,
khong cé hinh thu, khéng phai la tap hop
nhitng tién bac cua cai theo y nghia kinh té
hoc, ciing khéng phai Ia tap hop nhirng vt
phim hang héa hozc dich vu thi truong trong
thuong nghiép, nhung nd 1am cho long tin,
tinh doan két, su tuong tac, va nhirng chuin
muc hanh vi, v.v... dugc cu thé hda, hién
thuc hod; n6 thong qua mang ludi x4 hoi tiém
tang duoc tao boi cac gia dinh, cac thanh
vién trong nhém, ban bé, nhirng ngudi hop
tac, nhitng nguoi lang giéng, v.v... ¢ thé
bao dam mat cach hitu hiéu cho sy phét trién
lanh manh cta kinh té, x4 hoi. Déi véi ca
nhan mdi ngudi ma ndi, vén xa hoi hét sic
quan trong, n6 la nguon vén khong

thé thiéu, bao dam cudc séng binh thuong
cua con ngudi. Von xa hoi c6 thé xem la mot
hé théng mang ludi cac quan hé tac dong
tuong hd véi nhau mét cach chinh thic hoic
khéng chinh thac trong x& héi hoac trong khu
vuc, hoi nhém. Hé théng nay bao gém su tiép
xUc va sy giao luu tryc dién gitra nguoi nay
vai nguoi kia, va bao gom ca quan hé va long
tin 1an nhau do c4c thanh vién giao luu mang
lai. Nha chinh tri hoc My Robert D. Putnam
cho rang vén xa hoi 1a gia tri cia mot dia
phuong ddi véi cu dan séng & d6, do cac méi
quan hé co s¢ cua dia phuong tao thanh, né
xuit phét tir sy tinh nguyén phuc vu va su
tham gia tryc tiép cia cong dan®. Vén x4 hoi
nhin manh h¢ théng mang lugi va quy pham
dao duc vé sy tin cay 1an nhau va hai hoa xa
hoi, né c6 thé mang lai rat nhiéu ngudn vén
tiém tang dé giai quyét duoc nhitng van dé
gi4o duc, that nghiép, ngan chan toi pham va
ma tdy, va dén ca nhirng van dé I6n hon nhu
moi truong sinh thai. Khi két hop von xa hoi
va vén nhan lyc (voi gido hoi, von nhan luc
I6n nhét 1a tin dd), nguoi ta c6 thé xay dung
nén nép sdng van minh cong dong, giai quyét
duoc mot sé van @& chung caa xa hoi.

*. Nghién ctu vién Vién Nghién ctu Hoa Ky,
Vién KHXH Trung Quéc.

1. Robert D. Putnam. Making Democracy Work:
Civic Tranditions in Modern Italy (Princeton
University Press, 1993) pp. 152~162.
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Véi tu cach la trung tdm mang ludi xa hoi
quan trong nhit trong x4 hoi, doan thé ton
gi4o 1a nguoi chiém hitu I6n nhit von xa hoi
My. Doan thé ton gi4o thong qua té chirc tin
dd ton gido cung tién hanh hoat dong, dan
dan khién cho gi4o hoi tro thanh noi tu hoi
von xa hoi phd bién nhat va ciing 1a thuan
tién nhat trong xa hoi My. “Goi 1a gido hoi
chinh 1a muén néi dén con nguoi”, “né
khong phai muén néi dén nhiing cong trinh
kién trdc, tham chi ciing khong phai muén
néi dén mot té chac, ma né mudn néi dén
nhitng mdi quan hé giita con ngudi ta Véi
nhau”®. Néu dé y dén mot hién thuc, & My
c6 hon 90% ngudoi M$ n6i minh tin Chda, c6
30 van gi4o hoi va hon 2.000 t6 chic gido
phéi, c6 sb ngudi My tham gia hoat dong ton
gi4o nhiéu hon sé nguoi tham gia hoat dong
& bt cir to chic ndo khéc trong xa hoi My,
thi bat cr ai ciing khong thé khdng nhan thiy
sec manh cua t6 chic phi chinh pha c6
ngudn vén to 16n nay trong xa hoi M.

Vay thi, gido hoi 1am thé nao dé tre thanh
“trung thm mang lugi” cua xd hoi M§? Diéu
nay c6 quan hé tryc tiép dén tinh hinh nugc
M3, vén 1a quéc gia dugc hinh thanh tir
nhitng dan di cu tir noi khac dén. Trong lich
sir budi ban dau cua nudc My, nhiing ngudi
dan di cu dau tién dén nuéc My duy chi co
théng qua ton gido méi co thé giir lai duoc
van héa va truyén théng cia minh, méi c6
thé hoa nhap vao xa hoi. Pao duc va quan
niém gia tri, méi quan hé xa hoi, su hop tac
va tin nhiém gita moi ngudi véi nhau, su
trao d6i va gilp do giira cac hoi doan, su ké
thira truyén théng vin héa cua nguoi dan di
cu, V.v... tat thay déu duoc thyc hién théng
qua mang luéi gido hoi va liy gido hoi lam
hat nhan. Trong khi gilp d& cac ca nhan, gido
hoi dong thoi ciing d4 cung cap cho co s dia
phuong hang loat nhitnhg ngudi hoat déng
tinh nguyén, luc lugng phuc vu tir thién xa
hoi, nhitng nguoi c6 kha nang 1anh dao, va ca
nhitng nguoi tham gia bau cir, v.v... Thong
qua gio hgi, quan niém gié tri truyén thong
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va nhitng chuin muc dao dic dugc phat
trién, thoa man duoc nhiéu nhu ciu cua cac
cé nhan va cua dia phuong. Trai qua sy phat
trién lau dai, gido hoi véi phuong thic hét
sic tw nhién nay dan din da bién thanh trung
tam mang ludi x& hoi chu yéu nhét trong dan
gian, tro thanh co s¢ quan trong cua von xa
hoi. Hang triéu triéu ngudi dan My thudc cac
loai doan thé t6n giao khac nhau, bit luan I
hoan canh kinh té x& hoi caa ho nhu thé nao,
khi ho tham gia vao t6 chirc ton gido va hoat
dong ton gido, thi ddng thoi mot mat ho da
nhan duoc sy gidp d& hét stc cu thé tir gido
hoi, dac biét 1a co duoc cai cam nhan vé sy
yén 6n an toan va sy an ui vé mit tinh than,
mot mat khac chinh hoat dong caa ho ciing
lam I6n manh thém vén xa hoi cho gido hoi.

Thuc hanh hoat dong tén gido hoic tham
gia vao to chiic ton gido, véi nguoi My ma
n6i, ngodi nhiing nguoi ¢6 nhu cau vé than
hoc ton gi4o hoac tin ngudng theo tinh than
cua ban than gido Ii ra, con da s6 la suy nghi
vé tac dung thuc té hét sic dic biét ma gido
hoi c6 thé phét huy dwoc trong doi song hang
ngay cua tin 6. Giao hoi lap ra cac hoi doan
va dic biét 1a trién khai cac hoat dong phuc
vu x4 hoi, tao noi an chén ¢ cho nhiing nguoi
vO gia cu, mé cac 16p hoc, 1ap cac ban dan
hét, gip d& nhitng nguoi dan di cu moi dén,
v.v... Nhitng hoat dong do gido hoi té chuc
hay

2. Xem: Sara Terry. “Resurrecting Hope,” The
Boston Globe Magaxine (July 17, 1994), p.22.

3. Luu Banh. “Tén gido My duong dai”, Nxb.
Vin hién KHXH, Bac Kinh, 2001, tr. 1.
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cb vii nay da lam cho nhiéu nguoi cai thién
duoc hoan canh cudc séng nho bé cua ca
nhan minh. Vi mot khu vec ma noi, giao hoi
la trung tAm cua khu vuc, 1a con dudng tét
nhit thu gom duoc ngudn vén xa hoi, 1a noi
nudi dudng niém hing tha giao heu tiép xuc,
gitr gin quy tic va hoc tap rén luyén ki ning
trong cudc séng. Nguoi tin db thong qua
tham gia cac hoat dong ton giao, thong qua
gido hoi ma hoc tap dwoc cach phét biéu,
cach dién giang trugc dong nguoi, cach té
chic hoi nghi, cach giai quyét mau thuin
chia rg, cach dam duong cong viéc quan Ii
nhu thé nao; ho hoc duoc cach quan hé giao
tiép vai nhau, tir d6 ma c6 duoc co hoi tham
gia hoat dong xa giao c6 lién quan dén ton
gi4o nhiéu hon, trén pham vi rong lén hon.
Két qua cua viéc tham gia cac hoat dong nay
thuong dan dén viéc céc tin do tham gia vao
céc loai té chuc va hoat dong cé tinh cach phi
ton gido rong rdi hon (vi du céc hoat dong
mang tinh chit chinh tri nhu bau cir, v.v...),
va ciing c6 duoc nhiéu mdi quan hé xa hoi
hon®.

Nusc My da ting c6 cudc diéu tra 22
doan thé quan ching tinh nguyén thugc cac
loai hinh khac nhau nhu 1a hiép hoi nghé
nghiép, hoi nhitng ngudi cling so thich, to
chiac quan nhén thodi ngdi, nhom tuong tro
nhau, cau lac b thé thao, cau lac bo phuc vy,
v.v... Két qua cho thay, thanh vién cac to
chirc ton gi4o tich cuc hang hai nhat tham gia
cac hoat dong x& hoi dudi nhiéu hinh thirc
khéac nhau nhu 1a di b phiéu bau cir, 1am boi
tham vién, tham gia cac cong viéc cua dia
phuong, gap ga tiép xdc véi lang giéng, hoic
quyén gop tir thien®. Con c6 cudc diéu tra
yéu cau ngudi dugc hoi liét ké ra sé nhitng
ngudi ma ho da gap truc tiép va ndi chuyeén
trong mot ngay, két qua phét hién thiy nhiing
tin d6 t6n gido dé dang dva ra s6 nguoi ma
ho d4 giao tiép hang ngay. Nhiing nguoi dinh
ky dén nha tho, thi sé nguoi gap va giao tiép
trong mot ngdy thuong nhidu hon nhiing
nguoi khac, binh quan nhiéu hon 40%®.
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Nhitng cudc diéu tra nay cho thiy, ton giéo
ciing giéng nhu gido duc, déu rat co hiéu lyc
lién két cac loai hoat dong xa hoi lai voi
nhau, 1dam cho nhiing nguoi tham gia hoat
dong ton gido co thé két giao dugc véi nhiéu
ngudi khéc, trong khi st dung vén xa hoi thi
ddng thoi ciing séng tao ra cang nhiéu von xa
hoi hon.

Mot nguyén nhan khac khién cho nhiéu
ngudi tham gia té chic ton gido va tich cyc
hoat dong trong gido hoi, d6 1a mdi truong
dan chu trong néi bo gidao hoi va su binh
dang cua cac thanh vién ma gido hoi mang
lai. Vi du, v6i nhirng phu nit da mau va
nghéo khé ma néi, gido hoi 1a noi rat quan
trong dé ho duogc bdi dudng cac ki nang nhu
viét thu, tham gia nhitng quyét séch trong cac
hoi nghi, chuan bi va chua tri hoi nghi, phét
biéu dién giang trudc déng dao moi ngudi &
noi cdng cong, V.v... Mac du ho ciing ¢6 thé
hoc tap dugc c&c ki nang nay tir noi cong tac
caa minh hoic ¢ cac doan thé phi ton gido
khac, nhung cac doan thé phi ton giéo thuong
mudn thu hat nhiing thanh vién da tring va
nhitng nguoi & tang 16p trung va thugng huu,
tir 46 cang lam tang thém su bét binh ding vé
quyén loi. Chi c6 trong doan thé ton giao,
phu ntt, dan di cu, nguoi da mau va nguoi
nghéo mai ¢6 co hoi bdi dudng vén nhan
lyc cua minh,

4. Xem Robert d. Putnam, Bowling Alone. The
Collapse and Revival of American Community
(Simon & Schuster, 2000), p. 66.

5. Xem: Putnam’s analysis of 1996 National
Election Study.

6. Xem: Putnam’s analysis of a Scripps
Howard/Ohio University National Survey of
Interpersonal Communication, June 1997.
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dat duoc ki nang can thiét dé chuan bj tham
gia chinh tri. Bai vay, ton gido la noi rat quan
trong phan ddi sy bét binh ding trong tham
gia cac hoat dong xa hoi & My, ton gido bing
cai von xa hoi ma minh c6 duoc da tao didu
kién thuc hién “dan cha tham gia hoat dong
x& hoi” cho nhitng doan thé quan ching yéu
thé khong c6 mot chit dac quyén kinh t&7,

bic diém nay cua td chuc ton gido la hét
sirc quan trong ddi véi gido hoi nguai da den.
Trong lich st nudc My, t6 chic gido hoi tir
xua dén nay déu 1a noi trung tam véon xa hoi
va noi c6ng dan tham du hoat dong xa hoi
trong khu vuc nguoi da den. Gido hoi 1a t6
chic x& hoi 1au doi nhét ¢ stc séng manh
m& nhit trong cong dong nguoi da den nugc
My, 1a t6 chic xa hoi cua nguoi da den duy
nhit do “nguoi da den quan 1i”, da timg bi 4p
burc trong lich sir nugc My. Bat luan ¢ giai
ting xa hoi nao, ngudi My gbc Phi c6 tin
ngudng tdn gido ciing thanh kinh kién trung
hon nhitng ngudi khéc. Truyén théng ton
gido cua nguoi da den ¢b vii sy hoa hop cua
cac loai ton gido va rat quan tam dén céc
cong viéc & dia phuong. Trong thoi gian tur
phong trao cdm ruou va xda bo ché do no 1é
& thé ki XIX dén phong trao dan quyén va
bao ho quyén séng & thé ki XX, hoat dong
gido hoi cua nguoi da den cd lién quan mat
thiét v6i hoat dong x& hoi, maot trong nhirng
nguyén nhan cua né 1a & chd gido hoi da tao
co hoi giao tiép doc nhit vo nhi va co hoi
tham gia vao xa hoi mot cach binh ding cho
ngudi da den®.

Mot nha phén tich c¢d anh hudéng trong
thoi ki van dong dan quyén da chi ra ring:
“Gi4o hoi nguoi da den la trung tam to chirc
cua phong trao dan quyén hién dai... gido hoi
cung cap co s& quan ching cé td chic; va ca
nhitng co s& tu hop d& cling nhau ban bac
chién lugc chién thuat dau tranh™®.

Nha x& hoi hoc ton gido ngudi My, Eric
Lincoln ciing c6 nhitng quan diém tuong tu.
Ong cho rang: “Ciing giéng nhu mat phat
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huy tac dung ton gido, gido hoi nguoi da den
con la ngon ngudn vin héa cia nguoi da den
My, 1a quan quén cua ty do va tiéu chi cua
van minh, c6 vai tro lich st la giang duong
hoc thuat, truong hoc am nhac, dién dan cong
codng, trung tdm phuc vu xa hoi, hoc hoi
chinh tri va ung ho tai chinh”®?.

Thuc ra, vén xa hoi ma gi4o hoi tao ra cho
tin dd khong chi han ché ¢ dap tng nhu cu
dugc tham gia hoat dong x& hoi, nhu cu
duoc giao tiép hay nhu cau dugc bdi dudng
ki nang. Gido hoi véi tu cach 1a mot té chirc
xa hoi dic thu, cd thé tir tinh than va tinh
cam dong thoi thoa man

7. Xem: Cnaan, Boddie and Yancey. “Bowling
Alone But Serving Together,” in Smidt, ed.,
Religion as Social Capital: Producing the
Common Good (Baylor University, 2003), p.23.
8. Xem: Fredrick C. Harris. Something within:
Religion in African American Political Activism
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1999), esp.
pp.59,63~64; C. Eric Lincoln and Lawrence H.
mamiya. The Black Church in the African American
Experience (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press,
1990); Mary Pattillo McCoy, “Church Culture as a
Strategy of Action in the Black Community,”
American Sociological Review, Vol.63
(December 1998), pp.767~784. Nhiéu phan tich
vé ton gido My khéc nira xin xem The General
Social Survey, National Election Study, Roper
Social and Political Trends Surveys, and DDB
Needham Life Style Archives, va Verba,
Schlozman, and Brady, Voice and Equality.

9. Xem: Aldon D. Morris. The Origins of the Civil
Rights Movement: Black Comminities Organizing
for Change (New York: Free Press, 1984), p.4;
McAdam, Freedom Summer; Doug McAdam,
Political Process and theDevelopment of Black
Insurgency 1939~1970 (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1982).

10. Xem: C. Eric Lincoln. “The Black Church and
Black Self Determination” (paper presented at
annual meeting of Association of Black
foundation Executives, Kansas City, Missouri,
April 1989).
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nhitng nhu cau vé “y nghia sy sbng”, “tinh
yéu” va “gia tri caia minh”. Nhitng nhu cau
nay la dong luc quan trong dé con nguoi duy
tri sy sdng va tham gia hoat dong xa hoi.
Nhiéu nguoi cho rang chi ¢é trong té chic
ton gido mai tim dugc y nghia cudc séng.
“Ton gi4o ¢ thé mang lai cho ca nhan hay
hoi doan tinh cam hoa ddng va ngudn coi cia
ban than minh”™), Poan thé tén gido con co
thé thuong xuyén dem dén y nghia cugc séng
va tinh bang hitu cia cong ddng cho mdi ca
nhan™?,

Boi vdy, tham gia doan thé ton gido
khéng chi 1a dé di tim y nghia cua “linh hon”.
N6 twa nhu I bdi canh va goi hung dé nguoi
ta sng tao ra mot hoan canh xa hoi, lam cho
né dugc td chirc thanh nhidu hinh thic doan
thé nho. Thudoc vao mot doan thé ton gido
nao dé c6é nghia la da thuéc vao mot mang
luai quan hé xa hoi. Viéc tham gia hoat dong
x& hoi cua doan thé ton gido d4 mang lai cho
céc thanh vién ciia nd nhiéu co hoi dong cam
Véi cac doan thé ton giéo khéc trong khu vuc,
tudn tha quy pham dao dac va cung chia sé
hoat dong va ngudn von véi cac thanh vién
khac. Song vi ho tham gia cdng tac phuc vu
x& hoi, nhiéu thanh vién d& c6 nhiéu co hi
lam viéc va giao tiép v6i nhitng nguoi ngoai
doan thé ton gido cuia minh.

Chinh la théng qua nhitng mé thuc tudng
chimg rit don gian nhung dién ra lién tuc
khéng ngirng nghi ndy ma doan thé tén giao
d& mé rong duoc von xa hoi caa minh. Véi
gi4o hoi, sy tang truong cia vén xa hoi la
mot qua trinh tich tu kiéu phét tan cia mang
lui quan hé con nguoi tir ca thé dén doan
thé nho rdi dén ca quan thé. Trong qué trinh
nay, ngay cang co nhiéu nguoi phat hién
minh ¢6 nhu ciu dugc sinh hoat trong nhém
nho bé voi quan hé than thiét va tinh cam
chan thanh. Céai doan thé nho bé nay cé thé
thuc su hiéu ho, chia sé budn vui véi ho, trao
d6i nhitng quan niém gia tri véi ho, gidi bay
tinh cam yéu thwong, khién cho ho khong
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cam thay ¢ doc, khdng cam thiy xa la cach
ngan véi nhirng nguoi lang giéng trong khu
vuc. Loai nhu ciu nay khdng cé gi dic biét,
nhung khéng thé mua & dau duogc, - chinh
phu, xi nghiép, cac doan thé phi ton gido quy
mo Ién thi khong chl y dén diém nay. Duy
nhit c6 t chic ton gido dép tng loai nhu cau
nay véi nhitng phuong thirc rat linh hoat. Tru
cot cuia to chuc ton gi4o 1a giéo hoi co s, co
s& cua gido hoi 1a bao gdom rat nhiéu cac doan
thé nho. Ton gido quan tam dén mdéi mot ca
thé sinh mang, céi quan trong hon ca 13, su
quan tam cua ton gido d6i voi mdi ca thé
khong phan biét chung toc, giGi tinh, tudi tac;
khong c6 diéu kién chinh tri, thuong nghiép
hoac phuong dién chuyén nghiép gi khac.
Ddi v6i mdi nguoi binh thuong khong co tai
san gi dac biét ma noi, cach thuc don gian va
hitu hiéu nhat gan b6 minh véi nguoi khac,
voi X8 hoi dé dugc song yén 6n vui vé va
duoc gilip d& khi kho khan, thi khdng gi bang
gia nhap vao giao hoi hoac Ié thugc vao mot
doan thé nho bé nao d6 cua td chirc gido hoi.

Hoc gia My Robert Wuthnow d4 ting tién
hanh mét cudc diéu tra cac nhém nho trong
t6 chirc ton gido, 6ng phat hién thiy, trong
nhirng nguoi ma 6ng diéu tra,

11. Xem: Joseph, M. V. “The Religious and
Spiritual Aspects of Clinical Practice: A
Neglected Dimension of Social Work,” Social
Thought, Vol. 13, no. 1, 1987, p.17.

12. Cnaan, Boddie and Yancey. “Bowling Alone
But Serving Together”, in Smidt, ed., Religion as
Social Capital: Producing the Common god, p.25.
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4/10 sb nguoi 1a thuge vao mot doan thé nho
nao do, ho dinh ky tu hop, ung hé va gilp d&
cho céc thanh vién caa minh™. Trong sé
nhitng thanh vién duoc diéu tra, 1/4 sé nguoi
thuoc vé& doan thé cau nguyén hozc nhém tra
ctu kinh thanh, 1/4 sb nguoi khéc 1a thanh
vién cua cac 16p hoc chi nhat. Mét nira sb
con lai c6 thé duoc goi 1a cac nhdm tuong trg
gilp d& 1an nhau, thuong gap la cac nhom
cau lac bd doc sach, nhom cung s¢ thich,
nhém hoat dong thé duc thé thao, v.v...**

Trong cadc nhdm nho nguoi ta ciing cam
nhan duoc tinh cam quan tdm san soc rét ro
rét. Theo két qua diéu tra, 82% sé nguoi
khong con cam thiy ¢ doc vi c6 doan thé
nho cia minh; 72 % s6 nguoi ndi ho dugc
doan thé dong vién khi gia dinh ho c6 nguoi
than mét; 43% sb nguoi ndi doan thé da gidp
dd ho vuot qua khung hoang vé tam Ii tinh
cam. Nhiing doan thé nay van la cai kénh dé
céc thanh vién biéu thi sw quan tdm tinh cam
yéu mén cua ho ddi voi nguoi khac. Trén
thuc té, 74% s nguoi dé ting gidp d ban beé
trong doan thé cua minh, 62% sé nguoi da
ting cung voi doan thé cua minh gitp d&
ngudi & bén ngoai™. Vi tham gia hoat dong
trong cac doan thé, 56% sé nguoi ndi ho da
tré nén quan tam hon dén hoa binh va cong Ii
xa hoi, 45% sé ngudi c6 quan tam hon dén sy
kién x& hoi va chinh tri; 43% sé nguoi bét
dau tham gia cong tac tinh nguyén & khu vuc
minh sinh séng, 40% s6 nguoi dé thay doi
cach nhin dbi voi mot s6 su kién xa hoi va
chinh tri, 12% sb nguoi dwoc cb vii tham gia
hoi hop chinh tri hodc lam cong tac bau cur.
Céc thanh vién cua céc doan thé ton gido nho
cang dé dang tham gia vao cic ban hay céc
hoi dong khac, va phét huy tac dung lanh dao
trong giao hoi™®.

Long trung thanh vai dac tin dugc hinh
thanh trong sinh hoat hoi doan cua cac thanh
vién t6 chuc ton gido, ciing s& phat huy tac
dung trong linh vuc xa hoi va kinh té bén
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ngoai ton gi4o. N6 c6 thé bdi dudng quan
niém gié tri cho moi ngudi va anh huong dén
cach nhin ddi voi nhiéu vin dé cua moi
ngudi, ching han nhu 1a phai déi xir voi van
dé hon nhan va gia dinh nhu thé nao; phai
nhin nhan gi4 tri cua tién bac va caa cai vat
chit nhu thé nao; phai Ii giai yy nghia cua
cudc sdng va cong viéc nhu thé nao, v.v...
Nhitng nguoi tich cyc tham gia hoat déng
doan thé c6 thé duoc su tng ho vé mat xa hoi
va tinh than, tir d6 ¢ kha nang xir Ii tét hon
nhitng &p lyc phai ddi dién trong doi séng va
su nghiép. Khi gap van dé gi, rat nhiéu nguoi
trong s6 ho c6 thé tir gbc do cuia quan niém
gid tri, ho san sang vat bo nhiing suy tu ca
nhan, dua ra quyét dinh phi hop véi dao dic
ton gido.

Xét v& quy md t chuc, nhitng hoi doan
ton gido nho bé rd rang la khong dang ké gi.
Nhung néu xem ton gido 1a mot dong séng
I6n cudn cudn chay khéng nging nghi, thi
cac doan thé tén gido nho bé nay chinh la
nhitng con sudi tao nén dong séng lon 4y,
con cac tin db 1a nhiing hat nuéc trong mudn
van nhitng khe sudi ngang doc ching chit réc
rach ngay dém trén manh dét nay. Lyc luong
cua to chirc ton gido nudc My chinh 1a & chd
d4 hoi tu lai duoc vo sb nhitng hat nugc nho
bé phan tan ay, 1am cho né tré thanh nhiing

13. Xem: Robert Wuthnow. Sharing the Journey:
Support Groups and American’s New Quest for
Community (New York: Free Press, 1994).

14. Xem: Robert Wuthnow. Christianity and Civil
Sociaty: The Contemporary Debate (Trinity Press
International, 1966), p. 35.

15. Robert Wuthnow. Christianity and Civil
Sociaty: The Contemporary Debate, p. 36.

16. Ibid., pp.37 ~ 38.
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dong chay vira manh mé& vira ngay cang nhiéu
hon, Ién hon, dé cudi cung 1am nén dong séng
v cling rong 16n. Sy manh hay yéu, nhiéu hay
it von xa hoi cua t6 chic ton gido phan lon
quyét dinh ¢ nang luc tap hop thu hat cua nd
d6i vai “nhitng hat nuéc nho bé” dy.

2. Su sir dung va ting truéng caa von xa
héi.

Vén xa hoi khac vai cac loai vén khéc, dac
diém cua nd la sir dung cang nhiéu, sy ting
truong cang nhidu, sy thu hoach cia nguoi s
dung ciing cang nhiéu. T chirc ton gido nim
gitr ngudn vén xa hoi khdng 16 khong phai chia
yéu dem ngudn vén d6 di canh tranh hoic
chdng ddi lai vai chinh pha hoic xi nghiép
thuong mai, ma 1a tim cach tét nhat dé thé hién
nhitng gia tri cia minh bang céch ra stc phuc
vu x& hoi va lam tir thién. Trong khi ra suc hip
thu chat dinh dudng tir trong xa hoi va quan
ching dé phat trién ton gido, doan thé giéo hoi
ddng thoi van ludn lubn dung phwong thic tich
cuc nhit dé thé hién trach nhiém xa hoi va su
cham lo cho xa hdi cta minh, dia vi va gia tri
cua ton gi4o trong x& hoi My gan bé chat ché
véi nhitng cbng hién to 1on va dac biét coi trong
su nghiép tir thién cta ho. Bay la mét phuong
thirc doc ddo sir dung vén xa hoi cua doan thé
ton giao.

Ddi v6i nhitng ngudi My rat chuong thuc té
ma ndi, mot t6 chirc tdn gido néu chi han ché hoat
dong cia minh ¢ trong gido duong, dinh vi ¢
trong pham vi thuan tdy ton gido, té chirc nhu vay
thi chic chan khdng co sic song, khdng co tién
dd, sy ton tai cua né ciing khdng c6 y nghia. Mai
mot gido hoi, m&i mot té chuc ton gido, mdi mot
Ianh ty ton gido déu hiéu rat rd didu nay. Boi vay,
CAC gido phéi ¢ nuéc My, bat luan Ién nho, déu
coi viéc trién khai cong tac phuc vu x4 hoi va hoat
dong tur thién l1a thién chirc cua minh, xem phuc
vu xa hoi la @ phét huy va mo rong anh huong
cta minh trong x& héi, xem dé 1a mét con duong
chi yéu nhét, c6 hiéu qua nhat thé hién gia tri tu
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than cta minh, cho nén déc toan bo tm stc vao
hoat dong d6. Poan thé ton gi&o va giao hgi théng
qua mang ludi t6 chirc rong 16n caa minh da trung
tap ¢ hiéu qua ngudn nhan lyc vat luc trong x&
hoi, va diing né dé théa man nhu cau cua x& hai,
dac biét la quan thé nhiing nguoi yéu kém. Bong
dao nhting nguoi khi tiép nhan su phuc vu xa hoi
cua doan thé ton gido, thi dong thoi ciing bang
nhiéu phuong thirc d tich cyc tham gia va ung ho
hoat dong phuc vu xa héi caa giao héi, tir do da
hinh thanh mét cach rat hitu hiéu vong tuan hoan
lanh manh va mé thirc tang treong vén xa hoi caa
t6 chirc ton giao.

Trong mé thire ndy, giéo hoi va doan thé ton
gi4o trudc tién phai thu hat ngudn vén, day la
co so ty than phat trién cia gido hoi va doan thé
tén gido. Phuwong thirc chu yéu thu hat ngudn
von 12 lién tyc trién khai kéu goi quyén gop va
chiéu mo nhirng nguoi hoat déng tinh nguyén
trong noi bo gido hoi, doan thé ton gido va xa
hoi. Nhitng khoan quyén gop dugc va nhiing
nguoi tinh nguyén chiéu mo dugc mét bo phan
ding vao viéc phat trién ton gi4o cua ban than
gi4o hoi va doan thé ton giéo, s6 con lai do t6
chirc ton gi4o sau khi d4 tap hop diéu chinh, két
hop ngudn vén trong mang ludi té chic cua
minh va truyén théng lich sir cua viéc trién khai
phuc vu x& hoi, ma diu tu vao cac hang muc su
nghiép cong ich tur thién, day chinh la cach st
dung vén xa hoi cua doan thé ton gio.

Theo théng ké, hoi doan ton gido cia nudc
My hang nam chi tiéu cho hoat dong phuc vu
xa hoi khoang 15 ti ~ 20 ti USD. Nam 1998,
60% giao phai gi4o hoi toan qudc (trong céc
gi4o hoi 16n sé gi4o phai tham gia cang nhiéu)
tuyén bé thuc hién cac hang muc phuc vy xa
hoi, xay dung khu dan cu hoic té chuc khu
phd. Trong d6, 33% thanh vién gido hoi ung
ho lwong thuc cho nguoi nghéo doi, 18%
ngudi ung ho nha & nhan dao. Tuyét dai da s6
(93%) cac gido hdi thanh thi cd lich s 1au doi
da thuc hién cac hang muc phuc vu xa hoi &
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khu dan cu, nhu xay dyng nha cung cip thuc
pham, lap cac to ty gilp d& 1in nhau va té

nhitng hoat dong phuc vu ndy cé dén
80% déu khong phai la thanh vién cua
nhitng gi4o hoi nay™".

Ngay nay, phuc vu xa hoi cua tén gido
nuéc My, c6 thé néi da dat dén muc rat rong
khip, khong & dau khong c6, khong linh virc
nao khong tham gia. Trong cac linh vyc nhu
x6a d6i giam ngheéo, phat trién va cai tao khu
dan cu, phong chéng toi pham, gilp d& di
dan nan dan, gilp d& con em dan toc thiéu
s6, vién tro y té gitp chita tri bénh tat, phan
dbi té nghién ruou, nghién hat ma tdy, phat
trién van héa va giéo duc, bao vé quyén lgi
cua phu nir va tré em, cham séc nguoi gia,
bao vé mbi truong, gidp d& nhitng nguoi v
gia cu, V.v... to chic tir thién déu da phat
huy tac dung v6 cung quan trong, 1a doi quan
chii lyc hang dau chién dau giai quyét vin dé
xa hoi trong cac loai luc lugng xa hdi & nudc
My. Trong tit ca nhitng hoat dong tir thién
nay, phuc vu co ban nhét thuong xuyén nhit
cua td chuc ton giéo 1a cau té gilp dd nguoi
nghéo d6i. Mic du nude My 1a qudc gia phat
trién nhat trén thé gigi hién nay, té ban van
ludn ludn 1a trong diém phuc vu x& hoi cua td
chic t6n gido nugc My. Vi dy, nam 1999, ké
hoach “Tin ngudng vai gia dinh” do gido héi
phai Phic Am Tin Lanh My phat dong d&
gilp d& rat nhiéu gia dinh My & cac bang
Mississipi, Louisina, Nam Carolina va
Indiana, v.v...®® Vi tu cach 1a lyc luong
trung kién trong xa hoi cong dan, to chirc
gido hoi dd phét huy tdc dung quan trong
trong cudc dau tranh chéng déi nghéo.

Phuc vu tir thién xd hoi cia doan thé ton
gi4o ciing d4 thic diy manh m& sy phat trién
cia co cau hoat dong tur thién trong x& hoi
dan sy M¥. Lap nén cac td chuc tir thién vén
|4 truyén thong cua doan thé ton giéo, dau thé
ki XX, hdu nhu tat ca céc gido phéi déu lap ra
cac td chuc tir thién cia minh. Hién nay,
phuc vu xa hoi ma cac td chic tir thién cua
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chic céc hoat dong van nghé vui choi trong
ngdy nghi, v.v... nhiing nguoi thu huong

doan thé ton giao trién khai gom cac phuong
dién cua nhu cau x4 hoi nhu la té ban, y té vé
sinh, giao duc, vién trg xa hoi va gia dinh, tu
van phép luat, phuc vu khu dan cu, vién tro
qudc té, v.v... “O nuéc My, trong céc loai to
chirc doan thé muén hinh mudn vé 4y, dai thé
khoang mot nata thanh vién c6 quan hé voi
ton gi4o; mot nura sé hoat dong tir thién tu
nhan c6 sic thai ton gi4o; mot nua sé hoat
dong cong ich 1a do té chirc ton gido thuc

hien”®®. Pay ciing 1a mot dac sic cua xa hoi
dan su My.
17.  Xem: Mark  Chaves. “Religious

Congregations and Welfare Reform: Who Will
Take Advantage of Charitable Choice?”
American Sociological Review, Vol. 64, 1999,
pp.836~846, va Mark Chaves, Congregations
Social Service Activities (Washington, D. C.: The
Urban Institute, Center on Nonprofits and
Philanthropy, 1999).

18. Xem: Amy L. Sherman. “Ky tich nhg: Giao
hgi huong 4mg cai cach phuc loi nhe thé nao?”,
“Giao luu™, nam 2000, s6 1.

19. Robert D. Putnam. Bowling Alone: The
Collapse and Revival of American Community
(New York, Simon &Schuster, 2000), pp.66.
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Theo nghién ctru caa hoc gia My, Virginia
A. Hodgkinson va Murray S. Weitzman, nam
1992 trong té chirc tir thién ton gido nuéc My,
hoat dong ctu té nguoi nghéo va cau tro cac
gia dinh chiém 92%, phuc vu y té vé sinh va
sirc khoe chiém 90%, trién khai hoat dong giao
lvu qudc té chiém 74%, bao vé dan quyén
chiém 62%, cau tro nudc ngoai chiém 60%,
lam gi4o duc chiém 53%, ung ho van hoa nghé
thuat chiém 50%, phuc vu luong thuc thuc
phim chiém 50%, quan tdm cong |i xa hoi
chiém 34%, bao vé quyén va loi ich cia phu nit
chiém 25%, gitip d& v& nha & chiém 20%, ngoai
ra con mot sd phuong thic hoat dong tur thién
khac nira®.

Ngoai nhitng phuc vu x4 hoi va co cau tir
thién ké trén, doan thé tén giao dia phuong con
¢6 nhitng co ciu phuc vy nham thing vao mot
sb van dé dic tha cua gio xu hoic khu dan cu.
Nha the, hoi duong, 1& bai duong va nhiing
thiét bj co so di kém véi né cua gido hoi dia
phuong, v.v... ban than ching thuong Ia nhitng
trung tdm tu hdi hoat dong cua dan cu trong khu
Vic.

Két qua viéc trién khai hoat dong phuc vu xa
hoi 1au dai vai quy mo Ién cia t chic ton gido
d4 giai quyét duoc nhitng khé khan cé thé néi
khé nan giai cua nhiéu gia dinh va ca nhan, da
thiic day su phat trién cua dia phuong, & mot
muc do nhit dinh d4 dép (ng dwoc nhu ciu cua
x& hoi, giam bét nhiing cang thang mau thuan
cta xa hoi. Pay la “hiéu qua xa hoi” ma doan
thé ton gi4o tao nén sau khi tién hanh sir dung
tdng hop vén x& hoi, ciing cd thé ndi la “hiéu
qua cu thé” cua doan thé ton gido. Két qua nay
duoc cac gioi trong x4 hoi khing dinh manh
mé&. Nha x& hoi hoc My, Nancy T. Ammerman
cho ring, gi4o hoi 1a “ngon ngudn cia vn xa
hoi”, 1a “con duong quan trong cho viéc tham
du vao trat tw xa hoi cang réng 16n hon”.
William A. Galston, thanh vién Hoi dong Khoi
phuc cac thanh phé cb trén toan nusc My cho
riang, to chirc ton gido I1a “tru cot cua xa hoi van
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minh”, trong qua trinh cai tao cac thanh phd cii
& Philadelphia, Detroit, Chicago, Atlanta va
Los Angeles, v.v... ho c6 vai trd rat quan trong.
Phuc vu xa hoi cia td chirc ton gido da “tac
dong dén qua ntra dan sé nuoc My”. N6 dic
biét quan trong d6i véi nhitng ngudi co thu
nhap thap, trinh d6 gido duc thap, ciing ¢ nghia
la nhitng nguoi khong c6 thé tham gia vao cac
doan thé nao khac™®,

Poan thé ton gi4o thdng qua viéc sir dung
vbn xa hoi caa minh dé phuc vu xa hoi, sang
tao ra “gié tri hién thuc”, mang lai loi ich thiét
thuc cho xa hoi, ddng thoi né ciing con séng tao
ra nhiing “gié tri tiém an”. So voi “gié tri hién
thyc”, “gia tri tiém an” con c6 y nghia cang
quan trong hon, dic thd hon déi vai su ton tai
va phét trién cua t chuc ton gido. N6i “gia tri
tiém an” ¢ day 1a mudn néi dén viéc t6 chirc
gi4o hoi théng qua trién khai phuc vu cong ich
xa hoi mot cach rong 16n va manh mé, da lam
gia tang sy hién dién cua t6 chirc ton giéo trong
céc cbng viéc cdng cong xa hoi, d& mé rong
anh huong chinh dién caa ton gido trong xa hoi,
d4 phét trién mang ludi x4 hoi cac quan hé giao
tiép cong dong trén co so tinh cam c& nhan va
gia dinh, vé tong thé, tw nhién 1a d4 nang cao
duoc dia vi xa hoi cua ton gido va td chuc ton
gido, lam tang

20. Lester M. Salamon. America’s Noprofit Section
(New York: The Foundation Center, 1999) 2". p. 154.
21. Donald M. Bishop. Bja vi ton gido trong xa hgi
nuée My, tr. 25, Tap chi “Giao Luu”, s6 1 nam
2000.
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thém vén xa hoi méi cho doan thé ton gido,
tir @6 thuc hién duoc viéc tang truéng von xa
hoi cia doan thé ton gido. Cai phan “hién
thyc héa” nay tuy la két qua cua viéc “tiéu
hao” vén x& hoi cua doan thé ton gido, nhung
do nd la san pham phu cua viéc doan thé ton
gi4o tién hanh phuc vu x& hoi, ngudi thu
huong va nguoi danh gia lai 1a ban than doan
thé ton gi4o, cho nén noi chung khong d& bi
nguoi ta phat hién, thuong thuong khong
duoc nguoi ta chi y dén, chinh vi thé, viéc
thlic ddy von xa hoi cua doan thé tang truong
dén mot mac do 16n nhét chinh 1a dong co
can ban nhit lam cho doan thé ton giéo trién
khai phuc vu xa hoi. Ddi véi gido hoi va doan
thé ton gi4o ma néi, bat luan 1a l1am viéc gi,
trién khai hoat dong gi, quy cho dén cling van
la phai phat trién gido hoi, 1am cho lyc lugng
ton gido l6n manh.

Do ddi twong cua hoat dong tir thién va
phuc vu xa hoi cua doan thé ton gido My
khong nhét dinh déu la tin do tén gi4o, boi
thé, mdi mot hang muc phuc vu cdng ich cé
st dung vén x& hoi doan thé ton gido, thi
ddng thoi ciing déu gép phan vao sy phat
trién cua ton gido, déu lam cho ting truong
von xa hoi doan thé ton giéo.
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Hiéu qua tang truong cia von xa hoi doan thé
ton gido 1a khdng nging cung cap mot doi
ngii nhiing nguoi theo dudi va ung ho ton
gido mot cach cong khai hay tiém an cho
gido hoi va doan thé ton gido. Ngudn vén
mai nay chii yéu dén tir nhiing ca nhan hay
tap thé duoc huong loi ich trong cac hang
muc su nghiép tir thién x& hoi cua doan thé
ton gi4o. Doan thé ton gido thuong lay nhiing
ngudi ung ho va theo dudi ton gido mot cach
cong khai hay tiém tang nay lam ddi tuong,
phat dong hét lan nay dén lan khac dé thu hat
ngudn vén, phét trién hoat dong manh mé
hon cua gido hoi. Su sir dung va phét trién
vbn xa hoi doan thé ton gido chinh la duoc
van hanh theo mé thac nhu viy, khong
ngirng 13p lai, tuan hoan lién tiép vong nay
dén vong khéac. Boan thé tén gido va giao hoi
khi str dung vbn xa hoi cua minh phuc vu xa
hoi, thi ddng thoi ciing 1am cho minh tro
thanh nguoi huong loi 16n nhat sy ting
truong von xa hoi ton giéo.

(Ki sau ddang tiép)

Ngudi dich: Tran Nghia Phuong
Vién Nghién ciu T6n gido



