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PAC PIEM VA SUC MANH CUA TON GIAO
TRONG XA HQI MY

Tém tit: My khéng chi dwoc biét dén la mét siéu cuong quoc
trén thé gioi ma con co nhiéu nét doc dao trén cac ldng dién vé
van héa, kinh té, chinh tri, xd hoi, phap ludt, ton giao... Trong
do, ton gido dwoc coi la mét khia canh khong thé thiéu khi tim
hiéu vé My. Trong bai viét nay, tac gia tdp trung chi ra cac ddc
diém ciia tén gido My va sicc manh bao triim cia tén gido My
trong mot 6 linh vue doi séng xd hoi o nuwdc Myp.

Tir khéa: Pdc diém; sirc manh, t6n gido; My.

Din nhap

My 1a quéc gia da dan toc, da chung tdc, da van hoa, dugc dugc
céu thanh tir 51 bang. Lam nén lich sir 1ap qudc ctia nudc My hon 200
nam 1a cac nhoém cu dan My, bao gdm nhiing nguoi Indian tho dan da
d6 va nguoi dan di cu v6i du loai mau da khac nhau dén tir cac nudc
chau Au, chiu A, chau Phi. Khac véi cac quéc gia ra doi ¢ chau Au,
My khong ¢6 dudng bién gidi 1anh thé ty nhién va mot lich sir 1au dai.
Nguoi My khong hé ¢ diém tua la truyén théng dan tdc. Ho 1ap nén
mot qudc gia non tré, bat dau xay dung dat nude tir con sé khong. Hon
thé nita, lich sir khong cho ngudi My c6 mdi quan hé rang budc vé to
tién. Ho dén tir nhiéu ving dat khac nhau trén thé gidi voi ngudn goc
xuét than khac nhau. Vay thi trong tdm sttc manh, cdi nguén strc manh
clia nguoi My dén tir dau? Cau tra 10i 1a théng qua ton gido, ldy ton
gi4o 1am méi truong dé cb két nhau lai, ciing chung sdng, ciing canh
tranh, cling ton tai va phat trién, tao nén ly tuong va gia tri nén tang dé
hudng toi mot “ky nguyén méi” nhu nhing 10i di in trén qudc huy
M3 - E pluribus unum (chir Latinh), nghia 13 Ching ta la mét (Anh
ngit: Out of Many, One®).

* Vién Tén giao va Tin ngudng, Hoc vién Chinh tri Quéc gia Hb Chi Minh.
Ngay nhan bai: 11/6/2019; Ngay bién tap: 17/6/2019; Duyét dang: 23/6/2019.
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Chinh lich st lap quéc véi mot nén tang ton gido va xa hoi dic
trung nhu thé da gop phan hinh thanh cac gia tri va su gan két cua cac
nhém cu dan My trong long mot xd hoi da tang dién, gdm nhing
nguoi dan nhap cu tir moi t?mg 16p, khu vue khac nhau, tir d6 1am nén
mot nude My rat phong phu, dic sic vé van hoa, ton gido, tin ngudng.
Nhu vy, rd rang, d6i v6i My, diéu quan trong chinh 14 nhimng gi ho
tin vao chir khong phai 1a van d& ngudn gdc to tién ciia ho tir dau.
Nguoi My c6 y thiuc dac biét vé st ménh khi ho nhin vao ban than va
thé giGi bén ngoai, mot chil nghia 1y tuong dya trén dao dic ton giao.
Xa hoi My c6 kha ning tao ra mot co ché tu diéu chinh, duy tri su can
bang tinh than trong qua trinh thé tuc hda. Mic du khong nam trong sb
cac qubc gia tap trung vao than quyén nhung roi bo ton gido that kho
hinh dung ra mét Hoa Ky nhu ngay nay.

1. Pic diém cia cic ton gido & My

1.1. Tinh da nguyén ciia ton gidao ¢ My

My 1a mét trong nhitng minh chimg t6t dinh cho tinh da nguyén vé
ton gido trong lich sir nhan loai. Nuéc My dugc ménh danh la “bao
tang ton giao” 1on nhat trén thé gidi. Pat chan dén My, chic han gay
4n tuong manh mé& nhat ddi v6i moi nguoi 1a sé lugng 16n cac gido
duong, nha tho, chua chién, dén miéu, muén hinh van trang, thu hut
dong dao lyc lwong tin dd cac ton gido. CO thé noi, khong dat nudce
nao co thé sanh ngang véi My vé su dong dao ciia cac co sé hoat dong
ton gido. Buc tranh ton gido & My la buc tranh vo cung da dang,
phong phi,, muén mau, muén vé voi su hién dién cua nhiéu loai hinh
t6n gido va tin ngudng, do6 la Kité gido, Chinh Thong gido, Do Thai
giao, Islam gido, Phéat gido, Pao gido, Baha’i gido, An Do giao va tin
ngudng cta ngudi Indian (ngudi dan da d6 ving Bic M), t6n gido
moi,... Ngoai ra, & My con ton tai rat nhiéu t6 chirc ton giao 16n nho,
cli méi véi cac khuynh hudng bao tha, cip tién khic nhau, cho nén,
cling c6 thé goi xa hoi My 1a “xa hoi gido phai”.

X4 hoi My 14 sy tong hop ctia nhiéu nhém cu dan, nhidu dic tin ton
gido, nhiéu tap quan, nghi 1& tho cing, nhiéu gido 1y, gido luat khic
nhau. Su xa cach va khac biét dén murc biét 1ap gitta cac phong trao
t6n gido & My 1a nhitng minh hoa then chdt cho tinh da dang ciia cac
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t6n gido M. Su cung ton tai qua nhiéu thé ky cia cac loai hinh ton
gi4o trd thanh mot thyc tai tit yéu khach quan va 1a nét dic trung
chinh trong doi séng hién thuc & nudc My.

Bit dau tir nhitng cu dan dau tién ¢ chau My 1a nguoi da do, qua
nhiéu thé ky ho da hinh thanh nén nén vin héa riéng va chu nghia da
nguyén tén gido. Nhitng ngudi dan da d6 sinh séng & mdi ving lanh
thd riéng va mdi vung lanh thd d6 lai san sinh ra mot hinh thirc ton
gido riéng. Tiép theo, sy tham nhap ctia ngudi Do Thai, tin 46 Cong
gido, tin @6 Tin Lanh ngudi Anh dén Bic My da lam ting thém tinh da
dang cta ton giao. Twong tu nhu viy, ngudi My gbc Phi ciing gop
phan 1am séng dong va da dién hon biic tranh ton gido tong thé & My.
Trong sudt thé ky XVIII, cic nhom ton gido nguyén thiy nay di cing
nhau chung sdng, cing nhau di hét chiéu dai lich sir nuéc My. Tuy
nhién, buc tranh da nguyén ton gido khong chi dung lai ¢ do.

Budc sang thé ky XIX, sy bd sung khong ngimg cic dong ngudi
nhap cu khong 16 tir moi mién dit khac nhau trén thé gidi lam xuat
hién thém hinh béng cia cac ton gido moi. Picu nay lam ndy sinh
nhitng xu thé méi cho tinh da nguyén ciia ton gido. Vo sb cac cudc
hoén nhan khac chung tdc, sy pha trn la lung gitta cdc dong mau cia
cac thé hé nguoi nhap cu; su giao luu, tiép bién van hoa, ton giao
khién cho cac ton gido truyén thong phat trién dudi nhiéu hinh thirc
m&i. Ngoai ra, su hién hitu ngay cang nhiéu cac hinh thiic ton gido
chau A trén dat My, nhu: Phat gido, An Bo giao,... khong con 1a hién
tuong gi moi la.

Thé ky XX, chi1 nghia da nguyén t6n gido phat trién manh mé hon
bat ky giai doan nao khac. Pang chi y hon ca 13 hién tuong két hop
cac hinh thai ton gido didn ra ram ro nhit qua cac thoi ky lich sur.
Trong mdt “siéu thi” tén giao c6 qua nhiéu loai dirc tin ton gido thi
viéc nguoi ta pha tron cac khuynh hudng ton gido dén tir cac nén van
hoa khac nhau duong nhu 1a diéu kho tranh khoi. Su trdi day, sinh soi,
ndy nd cua cac hién tugng ton gido moi duge vi “nhu ndm moc sau
mua”. Mot s6 loai hinh ton gido dua ra 101 1y giai trai nguwoc hoan toan
v6i quan diém chinh théng trong céc ton gido nguyén thity. Ciing c6
nhiéu hinh thirc t6n gido méi 1a sy lap ghép, pha tron gido 1y ciia cac
t6n gido truyén thong.
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Nhimng nim dau cua thé ky XXI, tinh da nguyén ton giago & My
chua c¢6 ddu hiéu suy giam. Nguyén nhan trudc tién 1a do ngay cang
¢6 nhiéu ngudi nhap cu dén nudec My hon bit cr mot qudc gia nao
khac trong lich st hién dai. Hién nay c6 khoang hon 100 nhom sdc toc
khac nhau sinh sdng trén toan nudc M. Trong thap nién qua, co téi
gin 4 triéu ngudi nhap cu t6i My, d6 1a chua ké mot s lugng khong
xéac dinh nhitng ngudi nhap cu trai phép nhung chic chin con s6 nay
1a khong hé nho. Nguon gbc da dang cta cu dan My khién cho ticu
thuyét gia Herman Melville da phai thét 1én ring: “Trong dong mau
ngudi My khong thé khong c6 dong mau cua ca thé gioi™. Mdi sic
toc, dong mau khi téi My lai mang theo ton gido ctia ho khién cho
nudc My duong dai dang thuc sy trd thanh “mot thi truong ton gido”
rong 16n. Bén canh d6, mét nguyén nhén hét st quan trong la do
chinh sach ty do ton gido cia Chinh phu My va sy tach biét giita gido
hoi v6i chinh quyén da gitp cho ngudi nhap cu co thé gy dung thir
ton giao cua ho ngay khi ho dén dat My. Tai day, ho biét duge réng ho
¢6 lgi thé dé tiép tuc duy tri niém tin ton gido cua 6 tién ho.

Tinh da nguyén ton gido & My khong chi biéu hién & su ton tai
nhiéu truyén thong ton gido trong long xa hoi My ma con biéu hién &
su da dang bén trong nhitng truyén théng ton gido dy. Nguodi My da do
thudc nhiéu bd tdc khac nhau, mdi bd toc lai co ton giao, tin ngudng
riéng. Céc tin d6 Cong gio chia 1am nhiéu nhom ching tdc, tao nén
su mau thuan, cing thang bén trong mot hinh thirc gido hoi thong
nhét. Cac tin hitu Tin Lanh v&i vo sb cac nhanh phai cua ho thé hién
tinh da dang cao nhat trong cac ton gido.

1.2. Tinh thong nhit ciia tén gido & My

Thuyc t& nudc My cho thay ton gido chinh 14 chit keo gan két xa hoi
thong qua y thirc hé va nhiing quy tic ma né tao lap. Song diéu khién
chung ta khong khoi thic mic dé 1a trong mot moi trudng cd qua
nhiéu ton gido cung ton tai dan xen nhu vdy, tinh cong dong s& trd nén
mong manh va tam bg hon bao gio hét, thi bang cach nao dé cing
nhau chép nhén di biét tao nén tinh théng nhat trong su da dang cua
cac ton gido & M§? Mot nén vian hoa dan toc duge xdy dung thanh
cong & nudc My non tré chua day 300 nam chic han da giai quyét
thoa dang van dé nay.
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Theo Catherine L. Albanese, cudc tim kiém ngudn gdc cia dirc tin
dd mang dén nhing két qua so khoi, nén vin héa cb két ciia nudc My
da tim thy trong Tin Lanh gido (tic gia ding tir: phai Khang Céch).
Tén giao nay da “cung cdp nhitng nguodn lyc théng nhat hiéu qua va
manh mé& nhat” cho dan toc My. No da nd luc thich ung voi cac niém
tin ton gido khac nhau, ngay ca véi nhimng gido phai “xa la” nhat ddi
v6i My. No6i nhu vay dong nghia rang, Tin Lanh gido da tro thanh thi
“t6n giao dai chiing” thong tri nudc My va & mot mic do nhat dinh da
trg thanh “niém tin don nhat” & My dé tao nén nén vin héa mang ban
sic nudc My c6 kha ning ton tai va phat trién doc 1ap. O day, ching
t6i dang nhic toi sy ddi dién véi mot quyén luc thdng nhat vé chinh
tri, kinh té va van héa, x3 hoi, nhan duoc su ung ho (méc du khong
chinh thirc) cta chinh quyén va cac to chirc trong xa hoi, nhu: truong
hoc, co quan tmyén thong, nha tho, gia dinh,...*. Do mot sb dic tinh
ban chit cua dao Tin Lanh nhu su céi mo, tu tudng tu do, dan chu,
binh déng, tinh nhép thé,... ton giao nay luén danh dugce vi tri uu tién
dic biét trong gidi cdm quyén va dan chung My.

Nhu vay, noi dén tinh da nguyén t6n giao & My, thuc chat khong
phai 1a phép cong gian don, thuan tiy cta cic nén vin hoa, ton gido
trén dat My. D6 khong phai 14 mot “khdi thinh vuong chung” hay
“lién bang clia cic nén vin héa dan toc” (nhu nhitng gi da dién ra ¢
Lién X0, Nam Tu, hay Tiép Khéc) ma tat ca la mot “dan hop xudng
hai hoa” ctia cac nhom ton gido va quan trong hon cé 14 tit ca déu nam
trong tinh thong nhat cia nén van hoa trung tdim cta cong dong - d6 1a
vin héa tin ngudng don nhit ciia dao Tin Lanh. Néu nhu séng thiéu
vang van héa tin ngudng don nhat d6, duong nhu 1a diéu khong kha
thi d6i voi dan toc My. Vin hoa tin ngudng don nhit & day duge hiéu
14 nén vin hoa dua trén sy thoa thuin cung coi trong tu do, dé cao chu
nghia c4 nhén, 16 séng thuc té, xay dung mdt tuong lai tdt dep, mot
vuong qudc ctia Chua nhu Chua da ty théc.

2. Strc manh ctia ton gido trong xa hgi My

Hién nay, My 14 nudc c6 cong dong t6n gido 16n nhat trén thé gidi
v6i su hién hitu cua tit ca cac loai hinh ton giao. Lam nén madt nudc
My siéu cudng, khong thé khong nhic t6i vai tro hét stc to 16n cta
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céc ton gido & My. Nhin mot cach tong thé, Nha nudc My 1a nha nude
hoat dong dua trén stic manh vat chét va tinh than cua ton gido. Bt cu
mot phuong dién nao cua doi séng x4 hoi My, déu thr?iy su hién dién
va dong gop dang ké cua ton gido.

2.1. Déi véi chinh tri

Mac du dua trén co s¢ luat phap MY thi ton gido khong can du truc
tiép vao chinh tri, ton gido va chinh tri tach biét nhau nhung la mdt
nude co truyén thong vin hoa Kitd gido, ton gido khong thé khong anh
huong dén chinh tri nuéc My, tham chi 13 anh huéng siu sic dén
nhiéu phuong dién ciia doi song chinh tri. Nha chinh tri hoc ngudi
Phap Alexis de Tocqueville da rat ¢6 1y khi cho rang: “Tén gido nudc
M§ khong truc tiép tham dy vao chinh tri xa hdi, nhung no lai dugc

xem 14 bd phan chu yéu nhat cau thanh chinh tri nudc M}?”S.

Hién thyc nudc My ciing chimg minh mot cach thuyét phuc cho diéu
nay. Hon 90% nguoi My tin vao Chiia, v6i su ton tai ciia 50 van gido
hoi, hon 2.000 t6 chirc gido phai thi bat ké ai, thuoc dang phai nio trong
xa hoi mudn gianh dugc nhimg 14 phiéu bau quyét dinh phan thing déu
phai dyua vao luc lugng xa hoi dong dao 1a tin d6 cac ton gido. Day 1a 18
tat yéu boi theo nghién ciru ciia Trung tim khao sat Gallup, ctr 10 nguoi
dan My thi c¢6 9 ngudi xac nhan tin vao Chiia; 8 ngudi cho rang ton
giao rat quan trong dbi véi cude séng cua ho; 7 nguoi thudc vé mot td
chirc t6n giao; khoang 6 ngudi ciu nguyén mdi ngay. S6 nguoi My
tham gia vao hoat dong ton gido vuot xa sd nguoi My tham gia vao bat
ctr hoat dong nao trong xa hoi (s6 ngudi xem bong da, bong chay, bong
10, quﬁn vot, dua xe va cac mon thé thao khac mdi nam 400 triéu, trong
khi s6 nguoi tham gia vao cac hoat dong ton gido 1én t6i 5,2 ty ngudi).
Nguoi dan My da quyén gop khoang 50 ty d6 la mdi nim cho su nghiép
t6n gido trong nhitg nam 90 ciia thé ky XX va chi dudi 5 ty do la cho
céc hoat dong bong chay, bong rd, bong bau duc’.

Nhan thirc & didu nay, tu nhiing vi téng théng dau tién, nhu:
Washington, Jefferson, Franklin, Lincoln,... dén nhitng vi téng théng
gan day (nudc My di trai qua 45 doi tong théng) déu coi ton gido 1a
nén tang dao dirc, nén tang doan két xa hoi va cd gang phat huy tac
dung cia ton gido trong doi sdng cong dong. Ban than cac doi tong
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théng My tir trude dén nay ciing déu 1a nhitng ngudi mé dao va déu 1a
tin do cia Kitd gido. Trong lich sir nudc My da timg co tong thong
dau tién va duy nhét 1a tin d6 cia Cong gido (Toéng thdng John
Fitzgerald Kennedy dic cir nim 1960) song hau hét ho déu 1a tin dd
ctia cac hoi thanh Tin Lanh. Trong Qudc hoi My, chua timg c6 nghi si
nao khong phai 14 tin do ton gido.

Trong hoat dong quan phuong cua Nha nudc My, ton gido ludn
chiém giltt mot vi tri dac biét. Quéc ca cia My c6 cau “Chua phu ho
nudc My”. Tong thong My trong nghi 1& nham chirc thuong dat tay
phai 1én cuén Kinh Thanh tuyén thé trudc sy chimg giam ciia muyc su.
Mbi phién hop ctia Ha vién va Thuong vién M§ déu bat dau va két
thiic bang 101 ciu nguyén ciia muc su. Cac hoat dong quan trong cua
Nha nude, cta chinh quyén va to chirc phi chinh phu ciing ludn kém
theo cac nghi thirc ton gido. Tap chi Thong tin Cong gido quéc té &
Phép da timg nhan xét rang, khong mot qudc gia ndo trén thé gidi ma
t6n giao lai chiém giir vi tri nhu vay trong doi séng xa hoi nhu & nudce
My§. Cac muyc su, linh myc, giam myc tham gia vao cac su kién trong
dai va phat biéu trude cong ching khi cé didu kién thich hop'.

Trén thuc té, rat d& dé nhan théy, trong bai phat biéu tai cac dién
dan khac nhau cta cac chinh tri gia My ludn vién dan dén Chua. Piéu
nay duong nhu di tré thanh mot truyén thdng ciia My, bat dau tir
Tuyén ngon doc 1ap ciia My da co sy vién dan dén Chua va duy tri cho
dén cac doi tong thong sau nay. Day thuc chat 1a mot hinh thirc tuyén
truyén ton giao nham thiic ddy mdi quan hé giita giéi cAm quyén véi
chtrc sic ton gido ma loi ich gitta ho 1a sy gan két hai hoa voi nhau
trén nhiéu mat kinh té, chinh trj va xa hoi. Diéu nay cling dua ra 101 ly
giai tai sao trong cac dai hoi gidi thidu ung cir vién tong théng cia
bang Dan chu va Bang Cong hoa thuong c6 su gép mat cua cac ting
lir cap cao cuia Kitd gido.

Ngoai ra, viéc tham du cac hdi nghi ton gido quan trong, viéc di 18
nha thd vao cac ngay Chu nhét ciia cac nha 1anh dao My la viéc lam
dién ra thuong xuyén va pho bién.

Anh huéng cua ton giao con thé hién tap trung trong cac cudc bau
ctr Qudc hoi & My. Ton gido trd thanh nhan t6 chi phdi nhat dinh, mic
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du khong phai 1a quyét dinh nhung khong thé coi thudng, trong céc
cudc van dong bau cu, tranh gianh quyén luc giita cac dang phai chinh
tri & My. Cac gido hdi ton gido s€ 1a nhitng nha tai tr¢g 16n cho cac
dang phai trong cac cudc van dong tranh cir, tranh thu 14 phiéu cia tin
d6. Panh gia vé diéu nay, Gido su D. Moberg - ngudi My cho rang,
tin 46 Cong gido va Do Thai gido thuong danh 14 phiéu ctia minh cho
g cir vién cua Pang Déan chu, con tin @6 Tin Lanh nguoi da tring &
mién Béic va mién Tay lai bo phiéu cho nhimg nguoi thudc Péang
Cong hoa®.

O My, nhiing ton gido chiém luong cir tri ddng nhat va cé tac dong
16n dén cac cude bau cir & My 1a Cong gido, Do Thai gido va Tin Lanh
gi4o. Chinh vi viy, trong cac chién dich tranh ctr, ing ctr vién cia
Pang Dan chu va Pang Cong hoa thuong c¢d ging tan dung t6i da
nhitng ton gido nay nhu mdt con at chu bai. Viéc danh dugc tinh cam
ctia nhing tin do ton gido nay duoc coi 1a chii diém co ban trong cac
ky tranh cir. Sau khi céc (mg cir vién tring ctr, dén lugt cac gido hoi,
s€ tac dong tro lai dén ho dé giao hdi dugce tao diéu kién hoat dong
theo hudng c6 loi nhat.

R rang, ton giao ludn gin chit véi hé thong chinh tri nude My va
hoat dong ctia bd may Nha nudc My trong sudt hon 200 nam lich sir.
Kho c6 thé tim thdy nha lanh dao cdp cao nao ctia My, tir tong thong
cho dén cac nghi si quoc hoi va cac tham phan cua toa an tdi cao,
khong ¢ niém tin t6n gido va khong sinh hoat ton gido gin véi mot to
chire ton gido dang ton tai & My. Da phan ho déu thudc vé mot Dang
phai chinh tri nao d6 va déu 1a tin d6 ctia mot ton gido, phd bién nhat
la Kitd gido voi hai hé phai lon 1a Cong gido va Tin Lanh gido, trong
d6 chiém s6 lugng 16n véan 13 cac gido phai Tin Lanh.

2.2. Doi véi kinh té

My 1a qudc gia co nén kinh té phat trién nhat trén thé gi¢i nhung it
ai ¢ thé hinh dung dugc ton gido lai chinh 1a mot thé luc khéng 15,
dong gop dang ké vao nén kinh té qudc dan My. Chinh phit My luén
nhdn manh nguyén tic Nha nudc va giao hdi tach biét, Nha nudc
khong can thi¢p vao cong viéc ndi bd cua gido hdi, gido hoi khong
tham gia vao bo may quan Iy Nha nude. Tuy nhién, trén thuc té, cac t6
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chtrc ton gido c6 mdi quan hé gin két chat ché vé loi ich kinh té véi
cac nha tu ban doc quyén My. Ton gido trd thanh nganh cong nghiép
thu duoc cic khoan siéu lgi nhuan cho nha dau tu ma khong can phai
tiéu ton bat ky mot khoan von dau tu dau vao nao, nhu: ngudn nguyén
liéu, nha may, khu cong nghi€p,... Nha nghién ciu nguoi MY,
Johnstown, dd dua ra mot nhan xét rat dang luu tam rﬁng, Giao hoi la
mot thanh phin déng ké trong nén kinh té ciia nude nay, vira 1a cha so
hitu 16m, vira 1a dai ly thu va chi hang ty d6 la mdi nam’.

Ngudn kinh phi 16n nhit ma céac tap doan kinh t& My thu dugc thong
qua sy Kkét ndi, cdng tac chat ch€ vadi cac td churc ton giao chinh la tién
quyén gop tir hang trim triéu tin do. Ton gido vdi sitc manh cia niém
tin t6n gido, duc tin t6n gido trd thanh mot bd may truyén thong 16n
nhét va hiéu qua nhat, c6 kha ning huy dong sy dong gop cia dong dao
cac ngudn lyc trong xa hoi. S6 tién quyén gop tu nguyén véi tim 1ong
thanh kinh cuta tin d cac gido hoi ton gido & My 1én toi hang ty do la
mdi ndm. Véi nhimg khoan tai chinh kéch xu nay, cac gido hoi vira c6
thé phuc vu cho hoat dong ton gido (nhu chi phi xdy stra nha tho, tra
lwong giang vién va hoat dong cuia to chirc bd may gido hoi), vira co thé
phuc vu cho hoat dong kinh té (nhu dau tu vao thi treong ching khoan,
mua ¢ phén tai cac tap doan kinh t& 16n). Ngoai tién quyén gop, gido
hoi con c6 ngudn kinh phi tir cac hoat déng khac nhu cho thué nha dat
lam xi nghiép, nha xuéng, nha &, bai dd xe; tién ban déu gia tranh anh,
tuong ton gido; tién thu duoc tir viéc thanh 1ap cac trung tdm thuong
mai ban hang dién tr, hang tiéu dung; tién hoc phi ty nguyén & cac
truong t6n gido;... Nghién ctru vé van dé tai san cta cac giao hoi ton
gido My, nha bao My Robert Rigen cho rang, tong gi4 tri bat dong san,
chimg khoan va cac von dau tu khac thudc tat ca cac to chuc ton gido &
M c6 thé quy tron con s6 1a 100 ty d6 la'®.

Khong chi trong linh vuc tai chinh, cac to chirc gido hdi con phat
huy vai tro truyén thong, quang ba thuong hiéu, san pham cho cac
doanh nghiép thong qua cac budi giang dao, ciu kinh, cdu nguyén,
lam 1& rira toi cho tin do.

Trong céc to chirc giao hoi & My, Gido hoi Cong gido 13 gido hoi thu
duoc nhiéu loi nhuén nhat & My, t6i muc khong thua kém gi sO tai san
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va bat dong san cua cac tp doan 16n ciia My va ciing 1a gido hoi giau
c6 nhét trén toan thé gidi. Piéu nay dugc 1y giai 1a do Gido hoi Cong
gido My duy tri quan hé kinh t& voi Toa Thanh Vatican vén co thé luc
16n, ¢6 hang ty tin d6 san sang phuc vu Chua & khap moi noi trén thé
giéi. Hang nam, von dau tu cua Toa Thanh Vatican cho Giao hoi Cong
gido My 14 rat 16n. Sy hop tic nay dem lai lgi ich cho cé hai phia, vira la
loi ich chinh tri vira 1a loi ich kinh té. Theo nguén tin tr Tap chi
Vatican, tai san do Gido hoi Cong gido s& hiru 1én t6i 80 ty dola'".

C6 thé thdy, t6n gido My khong chi hudng su quan tdm dén nhiing
van d& thuan tay cta gido hoi, t6i kinh sach, téi truyén giang dao va
thu hat tin dd ma ho con xac dinh trong tdm vao van dé kinh doanh,
phat trién kinh té gido hoi. Khong it nha hoat dong tén gido thanh
cong trén Iinh vuc kinh doanh, trd thanh nhiing triéu pht véi tai khoan
ngan hang Ién t61 hang triéu d6 la. Hoat dong ton gido cua gido hoi
vuot ra khoi khudn kho dap tng nhu cau ton gido thong thuong cua tin
dd; ho quan tim t&i thi truong ching khoan, tdi ty gia ¢ phiéu ngan
hang, cac hing bao hiém, cic xi nghiép khong khac gi quan tam téi
Kinh Thanh va giang giao 1y cho chirc sic, tin d6. Cac gido hoi & My
dac biét chu trong phat trién s& hiru tu nhan va bao vé loi ich cua nha
cam quyén My du6i nhidu hinh thirc. Day 1a nét kha doc dao cua ton
gido My. V& phia Chinh phit My, hon bat ctr mot nudc tu ban nao, My
tao diéu kién t6i da va khuyén khich cac giao hdi phat trién hoat dong
kinh doanh trong nén kinh té thi trudng My. Tham chi, M¥ con tao co
ché mién thué cho cac doanh nghiép do cac gido hoi diéu hanh dé thu
hat ngudn von dau tu cho cac doanh nghiép nay.

2.3. Poi véi vin héa, xa hji

Khong chi c6 nhiing tic dong dang ké dén nén kinh té, chinh tri
nudc My, t6n gido con co anh huong quan trong dén moi mat cta doi
sdng van héa, xi hoi. O ddy, ching t6i xin tip trung vao mot sd linh
vuc dién hinh sau:

2.3.1. Trén phuong dién gido duc

Hé thdng gido duc nudc My ngay tir budi dau thanh 1ap da co6 moi
quan hé gan két v6i cac ton gido, nhat 1a Kitd gido. Thoi ky thuc dén,
truong hoc cac céip o My, tr gido duc tiéu hoc dén trung hoc, dén cac
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truong day nghé déu do Gido hoi Kitd gido 1ap ra. Mic du cac co s&
dao tao nay nham muc dich chinh 14 dao tao chirc sic, nhan luc ton
gi4o nhung da dit nén méng co ban dau tién cho sy nghiép gido duc
cua nudc My.

Ngay nay, nén giao duc hién dai, tién tién cua nude M véi nhiéu
thanh tuu khién ca thé gidi kinh ngac mac du da thoat ra khéi sy kiém
so4t ctia nha thd/gido hoi song van chiu anh hudng sau sic tir cac to
chirc ton gido. Theo Luu Banh, 85% sb truong tiéu hoc va trung hoc
tu 1ap & My do gido hoi sang 1ap hodc do mot to chire ton giao nao do
chu cép kinh phi; 85% hoc sinh tiéu hoc va trung hoc theo hoc tai cac
truong tu thuc & My lya chon viéc theo hoc tai cac truong hoc do giao
hoi thanh 1£1p12. Maic du hoc tai hé théng cac truong cong lap duoc uu
dai mién hoc phi, trong khi hoc tai cac truong tu thuc vira phai tra
muc hoc phi cao, lai cong thém vai khoan thué hd tro truong cong lap,
song dang ngac nhién 1a sd luong hoc sinh theo hoc cic trudng tu
thuc, ddc biét 1a cac trudng do gido hoi thanh 1ap vin khong hé giam
ma ting lién tuc hang niam. Piéu nay phan anh chét lugng va uy tin
cuia hé thong giao duc tiéu, trung hoc cua gido hoi & nudc M.

vé giao duc dai hoc, 51% sb truong dai hoc tu thuc My (chiém Y4
s6 truong dai hoc M¥) 1a cac truong thude sé hiru cia gido hoi hodc co
bdi canh giao hoi'®. Mot sb truong cao déng, dai hoc dau tién va danh
tiéng 0 My, nhu: Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Columbia, Dartmouth,
Williams, Bowdoin, Middlebury va Amherst déu duoc thanh lap boi
céc gido phai Tin Lanh chinh théng.

Theo luat phap My, ton gido khong duogc can thi€p vao gido duc,
ton gido va gido duc tach roi nhau. Tai céc truong hoc cua MY, cac
mon than hoc khong duoc phép giang day, tuy nhién viéc to chirc cac
hoi thao, dién dan ton giao khong hé bi ngin cam. Trong thiét ké
khung chuong trinh hoc, nhiéu trudng con lap ra khoa ton giao nhung
khong phai dé giang day cac moén than hoc ma nghién ctru tén gido
dudi goc do khoa hoc.

Trong bbi canh Nha nudc My thé tuc, cac trudng hoc do gido hoi
thanh lap, nhét 1a hé théng dao tao dai hoc cling c6 xu hudng thé tuc
hoa, sic thai ton gido ciing di suy giam, md nhat di rat nhiéu so véi
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trudc day. Anh hudng cia ton gido, néu nhu khong phai vi ngudn gbe
kinh phi thi ¢6 1€ khong khac cac truong hoc dan sy khac. Mot trong
nhirng phuong thirc hét stc quan trong dé duy tri sy ton tai va sirc anh
hudng cia ton gido trong gido duc My 1a ngudn tai tro vo ciing 16n tir
phia cac gido hoi cho gido duc dai hoc, nghién ciru khoa hoc va quy
hoc bong. Nhiéu truong dai hoc hang dau thé gidi vé hinh thirc bén
ngoai khong c6 quan hé vai t chire ton giao nhung thuc chét phan 16n
kinh phi hoat dong déu do cac quy hoic to chirc dan chung cia ton
gido tai tro. Quy quyén ting Lili, quy tin thac tir thién Pew déu la
nhitng nha tai trg 16n cho gido duc M¥ ma ding sau ho chinh 1a cac t6
chuc cua Kit6 gido.
2.3.2. Trén phuwong dién dao dic

Truyén thdng Kitd gido luén duoc coi 1a nén tang, ngon ngudn dao
dtre, 1a tru cot tinh than cua nguoi My. Nho co stic manh dao duc
truyén thong d6, xa hoi My véi sy da dang vé méi truong vian hoa da
quy tu nhau hudng t6i nhan thitc chung va nhiing gia tri, chuan muc
dao durc duoc ca xa hoi thira nhan va tuan thuan.

Nguoi My co thé dén tir nhiéu mién dat khac nhau, c6 thé lua chon
va tin theo cac loai hinh ton gido, tin ngudng khac nhau nhung khong
ai c6 thé phu nhan, phé phan nhiing chuan muc, gia tri dao duc Kitd
gi4o. Nha cim quyén My ludn thé hién long mo dao cta minh va tan
dung, phat huy t6i da quy pham dao duc ton gido ma chu yéu 1a Kitd
gido dé cung cb quyén luc, bao vé thé ché chinh tri nudc My. Va mot
khi da duoc suy ton boi gidi quan phuong MY, luan ly dao dac Kito
gi4o trd thanh thang gia tri chung ciia toan xa hoi. Do d6, quan diém
ludn 1y ctia truyén thong Kitd gido khong ai c6 thé thay doi trong doi
séng x4 hoi hién thuyc My.

Kit6 giao gop phan gido duc dao duc cho con ngudi ngay tir nhiing
ngay tho au. Da 1a céng dan nudc My, tir tong thong cho dén ngudi
dan thuong, da phan déu di 18 nha thd trong ngay Chu nhat. Thong
thuong, ho dan theo con cai dén nha tho va tré em s& dugc tham gia
cac 16p hoc Chu nhat tai day. Tuy theo lua tudi cia cac em, 16p hoc
Chu nhat s& phan thanh cac 16p tir mau gido, tiéu hoc cho dén trung
hoc. Muc dich ctia cac 16p hoc Chu nhét do gido hoi thanh lap 1a nham
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truyén thy tri thirc ton gido va bdi dudng quy pham dao dirc ton gido.
Thong qua céac 16p hoc Chu nhat, tré em My hinh thanh nhiing quan
diém dao duc, tiéu chuin dao dirc phu hop voéi gia tri dao dic cia Kito
gido, nhu: song hiéu kinh véi cha me, khong duoc giét nguoi, khong
duoc trom ce'ip, khong duoc gian dam, khong dugc noi dbi,... (theo
“Mudi diéu ran” ciia Chiia). DAy 1a hanh trang dao dirc sé theo ho dén
sudt ca cudc doi. Ngoai ra, mot sb tin didu trong gido ly Kitd gio,
nhu: binh dang, bac ai, yéu quy sinh ménh,... ciing déu 1 nhiing chuan
muc dao duc chung cia xa hdi va nhan loai.

bic bict, dao dirc Kitd gido con quan tam gido hoa va tac dong kha
hiéu qua ddi voi mot sé nhém ngudi dic thu trong xa héi My, do 1a
nhitng ngudi bi giam giir trong ti1, nhitng ngudi méac bénh hiém ngheo,
nhu: HIV/AIDS, nhitng nguoi nghién ma tay, nhitng nguoi khong noi
nuong tya,... Mac du dao duc Kitd giao khong phai 1a chia khoa van
ning c6 thé mé ra moi canh cira huéng t6i anh sang ctia sy nhan vin
va long nhan dao nhung néu khong c6 muc su, linh muc, giam muc va
giao hoi, doi séng x4 hoi hién thuc My c6 1€ s€ trd nén xao tron,
khong theo dung quy dao ma né can van hanh. Trén phuong dién nay,
ngudi My phai thira nhan rang “nha thd 14 noi ban luan va giai quyét
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cac van de cua dao dac” .

Va mot diéu rat dang khing dinh d6 1a Kité gido bang gia tri dao
dtrc ciia minh la phuong thube co tac dung tich cuc trong diéu hoa,
x0a dju mau thudn x3 héi; tang cuong sy doan két, cb két cong déng.
Trong nhiéu trudng hop, sy vao cudc ctia Chinh phu va cac luc
luong xa hoi khac déu khong thé c6 hiéu lyc bang chinh céc to chic
ton gido. Co ché giam sat, diéu chinh thai d6, hanh vi cua dao duc
t6n gido 1a co ché kha ddc thu vi n6 khong mang tinh cudng ché cao
nhu cac ché tai ma phap luat da ché dinh nhung lai co6 tac dong manh
mé dén y thirc, ndi tim sau thim ciia con nguoi. Dudi sy phan xét
cua Chua va long kinh sg Chua, toa an cua luong tam budc phai
quy thuan nhiing quy pham dao duc chung cua xa hdi twong quan
v6i dao dirc ton gido. Bing phuong thirc nhu vay, tén gido da co
sttc manh chi phéi dién mao tinh than cta ca nhan va tir do tac dong
t6i cong dong.
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2.3.3. Trén phuong dién tir thién xa hoi

Budc vio nhimg nam cudi cia thé ky XX cho dén nay, cling véi xu
hudng thé tuc hoa t6n gido dién ra manh még, cac ton gido & My mot
mit van duy tri gido 1y, hoc thuyét truyén théng, miat khac ngiy cang
chu trong tham gia vao doi song xa hoi, giai quyét nhing van dé cp
bach cua tran thé, déy manh cong tac phuc vu xa hoi.

Do cha thé chinh trong birc tranh ton gido da mau sic ciia My 1a
Kit6 gido (v6i ba nhanh lon 1a Cong gido, Tin Lanh gido va Chinh
Théng giao) cho nén lyc lugng chu yéu cua hoat dong phuc vu xa hoi
cling chinh 1a cac t6 chic ciia Kitd gido, trong d6 dién hinh nhét 1a
Cong giao va Tin Lanh gido. Trudc day, su nghiép tir thién ctua Kito
gido chi yéu bao gdm ctru trg nguoi nghéo, kham chita bénh mién phi
va gido duc. Hién nay, dap tmg nhu ciu ngay cang da dang, phtc tap
ctia xd hoi, cac t6 chirc Kitd gido dd mé rong pham vi phuc vu trén
nhiéu linh vue, & dau c6 nhu cau & do s& duge cung ce”ip dich vu. Véi
thuc lyc kinh té va nguon tai san 16n ma cac to chirc Kitd gido nim
giit (16n nhat trong cac t6 chirc phi loi nhuan & My), cong tac phuc vu
xa hoi rong khap 1a hoan toan trong kha nang cho phép.

Trong linh vuc ctru trg ngudi nghéo va tro cip gia dinh, Cong
gido My 1a t6 chirc c¢6 nhiéu dong gop tiéu biéu. Gido hoi Cong gido
My da thiét 1ap mot hé thong bénh vién, trai dudng ldo véi day du
tién nghi. Bén canh d6 1a nhiing t6 chtrc chuyén gitp d& nhing
ngudi ¢ thu nhap thap sdng tap trung & cac gido hat thudc cac bang
Chicago, Los Angeles, New York,... Ngoai Cong gido, cac to chirc
giao hoi khac cua Kitd gido can cu trén tinh hinh thuc té tai dia
phuong ciing da tich cuc phat dong cac chuong trinh “tin ngudng va
gia dinh”, “ngudi din duong gia dinh”, “x6a bo ctru té gia dinh”,...
nhd dé ctru té dugc rat nhiéu ho gia dinh & My dang phai séng 16
thudc vao ngudn phic loi xa hoi.

Trong linh vyc y té, cac co s y té bao gdm bénh vién, phong
kham, tram y ta, vién diéu dudng, trung tim chim soéc stc khoe cho
ngudi tan tat va nguoi cao tudi, trung tAm diéu tri tai gia dinh,... co
mit & khap noi dé phuc vu gido dan va cong dong. Nam 2014, Cong
giao My c6 625 bénh vién, nha thuong, 2.000 trung tdm phuc vu xa
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hoi véi doi ngli cac xo tdn tdm cham so6c nguoi bénhls. DPéi tugng
phuc vu ciia cic cac co so y té khong chi 1a gido dan nguoi My ma
con 1a tré em ¢ khip noi trén thé gii, ngudi that nghiép, gai mai dam,
nguoi cai nghién, nguodi lang thang, vo gia cu,...

Trong linh vuc bao v€ moéi trudng, cac giao phai Kitdé gido, dua
trén nén tang giao 1y tir Kinh Thanh, déu rat coi trong van dé giir gin
moi truong sinh thai. Gido hdi Céng gido quan ni€m moi trudong thién
nhién 13 qua ting cta Thién Chua cho toan thé nhan loai chir khong
clia riéng ca nhan nao. Con ngudi phai biét quy trong thién nhién, vun
dap cho thién nhién va moi trudng ngay cang hoan my vi d6 1a hinh
anh ctia Thién Chta. Pha huy thién nhién 1a di nguoc lai y dinh cua
Thién Chua. Vi Tin Lanh gido, nén tang hoat dong bao vé méi truong
ctia nguoi Tin Lanh hién nay 1a xuét phat tir quan niém bao vé sirc khoe
cho con ngudi vi khi con ngudi c6 mot thé chat tot thi s& c6 mot doi séng
tam linh t6t. Pong thoi, con ngudi c6 mbi quan hé khing khit voi tu
nhién, déu 1a san phém do Chua Troi tao ra, vi vay, bao vé moi truong,
bao v¢ nhiing dac tinh vbn ¢6 cua tu nhién cling chinh 1a bao vé nguén
song cho chinh con nguoi. Xuat phéat tir nhan thirc nhu vay, hoat dong
bao vé méi truong cua cac t6 chie Kitd gido My chi yéu tép trung vao
van dé ngan chin 6 nhiém mai trudng va bao vé tai nguyén thién nhién;
td chuc bao vé vuon quéc gia va cac loai dong, thuc vat quy hiém; t6
chirc tuyén truyén, gido duc nang cao nhén thic ciia tin d vé van dé bao
v€ moi truong,...

Trong vién tro qudc té, cac to chirc Kitd gido My déu da thiét lap
co céu tir thién dé ctru tro qudc té, phan phat tai chinh, thyc phim va
thudc men dén khap moi noi trén thé giéi. Pong hanh cing véi co cau
tir thién cua Kitd gido 1a nhitng nguoi tu gidc quyén gop tién bac, vat
chat, 1a nhiing tinh nguyén vién sin sang di ra nuéc ngoai theo sat
chuong trinh ctru trg dé phuc vu.

Pé thanh cong va dat dugc hi€u qua cao trong hoat dong tir thién,
mot thé manh 16n cta cac to chirc ton gido ndi chung va cua Kitd gido
noi riéng chinh 1a kha ndng huy dong luc luong xa hoi dong ddo tham
gia tinh nguyén, tu giac vao cong tac xa hdi. Theo tac gia Luu Banh,
hon 50% nguoi My truong thanh da tham gia cac hoat dong tur thién
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hodc lam tinh nguyén vién trong cac t6 chirc ton gido. Luc luong
chinh cung cip dich vu cong ddng tai cic thanh phd 16n nhu New
York, Chicago, Los Angeles va Philadelphia 1 cac nhom t6n gigo'.
Khong chi dong gop ngudn nhan lyc cho cong tac tir thién cia ton
gido, ngudn vat luc tir quy tir thién tu nhan cho ton gido trong vai chuc
nim tro lai day bao gio ciing chiém dia vi din dau so voi cac quy
twong tu cho céac linh vuc khac. Nam 1980 1a 22,2 ty dola, nam 1990
13 49,8 ty d6la va nam 2000 tang 1én dén 74,3 ty dola'’.

Vé phia chinh sich cta Nha nuéc My, My ludn kién tri khuyén
khich céc to chuc ton gido tham du va ganh vac trach nhiém phuc vu
x3 hoi, dai ngd mién thué cho cac t6 chiic ton gido cing co ciu tir
thién ctia n6. Viéc duy nhit Chinh pha My lam 14 dya trén luat phap
dé giam sat nghiém ngat ngudn tai chinh cua to chirc ton gido, dam
bdo sy minh bach trong thu va chi, nham hudng t61 muc dich phi loi
nhuan. Co ché wu dii va tng ho trong chinh sach ciia Nha nudc My
cling 12 nhan td hét ste quan trong, tao diéu kién thuan loi dé hoat
dong tir thién cua cac to chuc t6n gido ngdy cang phat trién.

Két luan

Xuyén sudt lich st ton gido My, tinh da nguyén tén giao va tinh
thong nhat ton gido trd thanh hinh anh no6i bat nhat trong dia hat tim
linh, duoc bat ngudn tir thé ky XVII cho dén nay. Rat nhiéu truong
phai duc tin va phuong phap hanh dao dugc du nhdp vao My tir moi
vung dét khac nhau, tir Kito giao dén Do Thai giao, Islam gido, Phat
gi4o, An Do gido, ton giao méi,... Trong xu thé van dong rong mé, cac
truong phai ton gido cii 6 nhiéu biéu hién canh tin; cac truong phai
t6n gido moi sinh s6i, nay nd; cac ton gido phuong Pong két hop va
cong ton trong long xa hoi phuong Tay. My thuc su 1a qudc gia da
nguyén ton gido nhung trong tinh da nguyén ay, su thong tri clia cac
cong dong Tin Lanh trén khip nudc My tao nén dong chu luu thong
nhit ctia van hoa tin ngudng My.

Dang chii ¥ hon ca, trong lich sir phat trién hon hai thé ky ciia nuéc
My, ton gido ludn giit mot vai trd hét sic quan trong. Toén gido gin
chit voi cac linh vuc cua doi séng, tir kinh té, chinh tri dén vin hoa,
x4 hoi, dén mirc néu roi xa ton giao thi rat kho hinh dung c6 mot nudc
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M§ nhu ngiy nay. Quan niém phd bién trong ngudi dan My rang “O
dau c6 bong Chua, 6 d6 c6 nudec My thuc sy da phan anh sau sdc su
anh huong trén dién rong cta ton gido dbi véi xa hoi My. /.
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Abstract

CHARACTERISTICS AND POWER OF RELIGION
IN THE UNITED STATES SOCIETY

Pham Thanh Hang
Ho Chi Minh National Academy of Politics

The United States of America is not only known as a superpower
country in the world, but it also has many unique features on the
cultural, economic, political, social, legal and religious dimension. In
particular, religion is considered an indispensable aspect when
studying on America. In this article, the author shows the
characteristics of religion and its overwhelming power in some
dimensions of social life in the United States of America.

Keywords: Characteristics; power; religion; America.



