VAN HOA VA VAN MINH, GIA TRI VA CON NGUUI -
NHUNG KHAI NIEM CONG CU CHU YEU
TRONG NGHIEN CUU KHOA HOC XA HOI

. Vin hoa, ban séc vin hoa, khudn mau vin héa

1. Trong cac tac phadm kinh dién cta
cht nghia Marx, chi c6 vai lan K. Marx
va F. Engels truc tiép ban dén thuat
ngl vdn héa. Tuy nhién trong d6, mot
l1an culture lai dugc hiéu 1a canh tdc,
trong trot, gieo trong.

- Trong thu gui F. Engels ngay
25/3/1868, K. Marx viét: “Néu canh tac
dugc tién hanh mot cach tu phat ma
khong dugec huéng dan mot cach c6 §
thic thi sé dé lai sau d6 dat hoang (1,
tr.80). Cac ban tiéng Viét xudt ban
truéc d6 dich la: “Van héa néu phat
trién tu phat ma khéng duge dinh
hudéng mot cach tu giac thi sé dé lai sau
né hoang mac”. Cach dich nay da gay ra
mot s6 hiéu 1am.

- Trong tac phdm “Chéng Duhring”,
khi ban vé su tién trién vé tu tudng tu do
cua loai ngudi, F. Engels viét: “Mai budc
tién 1én trén con ducng van héa 1a mot
bude tién tdi tu do” (2, tr.164). O day,
culture dudc hiéu 1a vdn héa. Trong vin
canh, F. Engels phan tich ring, con
ngudi trong tién trinh lich st ciia minh,
khi ngay cang thoat ra khdi thé giéi dong
vat, nghia la khi ngay cang c¢6 van hda,
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tong thudt

thi con ngudi cang tu do hon, mac du tu
do, theo 6ng, 1a ban ch4t clia con ngudi.

2. Can thiét phai luu ¥ rang, ¢ thoi
K. Marx va F. Engels, van héa hoc
(Culturology) chua xudt hién, con khai
niém vdn héa thi van chua hoan toan
tach khoi van minh.

- E.B. Tylor trong tac pham “Vin
hoa nguyén thuy” (Primitive Culture)
dinh nghia : “Vian héa hay vdn minh
(ngudi trich nhidn manh), theo nghia
rong vé dan toc hoc, néi chung duge
hinh thanh tu tri thic, tin ngudéng, nghé
thuat, dao dtc, luat phap, tap quan
cing mdt s6 ning luc va théi quen khac
ma con ngudi c6 dudec v6i tu cach la
thanh vién ctia xa hoi” (3). O day, “Van
héa” duge st dung déng nghia véi “Van
minh”.

3. Nam 1964, hai nha nhan hoc My
la Alfred Kroeber va Clyde Kluckhohn
thong ké dugec 257 dinh nghia khac
nhau vé vdn héa trong cac cong trinh
no6i tiéng vé nhan hoc va dan toc hoc
(Anthropology - thuc ra 1a chi § phuong
T4y va néi tiéng la theo quan niém cua
hai tac gia nay). V61 257 dinh nghia
thong ké dugc, ngay ca cach tiép can vé
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véin hoéa va viéc phén loai cac loai dinh
nghia cling tré nén phong phd va phai
néi la phic tap. V.E. Davidovich da phé
phan 16i nghién ctu kiéu nay va cho
rang, dang 16 phai chi ra dugc ddc trung
thuan tiy vdan hoéa ctua cac hién tugng
van héa vat chat va tinh than, thi nguoi
ta lai mai mé thong ké tinh phong phu
cua van héa (Xem: 4, tr.446; 5, tr.29).
Trén thuc t€, vé sau, cang ngay ngudi ta
cang cd tim xem vin héa da c6 dinh
nghia th@® bao nhiéu. 0 Viét Nam héi
nhiing ndm 90 (thé ky XX), PGS. Phan
Ngoc c6 dua ra con s6 hon 1000. Tuy
nhién, 161 nghién ctiu di theo “duy danh
dinh nghia” rd rang la c6 van dé.

Msic dut c¢6 nhiéu dinh nghia song
theo bat cti nghia nao thi vin hoa cling
déu 1a cai, bang cach nay hay bang cach
khéc, thé hién nhiing diic trung vé con
nguoi va vé doi sdéng con ngudi, déu
phan anh (mét cach truc tiép hodc kin
d40) dic thu cha hoat dong nguci (Xem:
5, tr.30).

Nhiing dinh nghia sau dugc néi téi
tai Wikipedia tiéng Viét, nhung ching
toi chua kiém tra dugc xudt xt xem c6
chinh x4ac hay khéong Xem: 7):

- Edward Sapir (1884 - 1939), nha
nhan hoc, ngdén ngit hoc ngusi My: Van
héa chinh 14 ban than con ngudi, cho du
12 nhiing ngusi hoang di nhit soéng
trong mot xa hoi tiéu biéu cho mot hé
thong phtic hop cua tap quan, cach ting
xU vd quan diém dudc bao tén theo
truyén thong.

- William Isaac Thomas (1863 -
1947), nha xa héi hoc ngudsi My coi van
hoa 1a cac gia tri vat chat va xa hoi caa
bat ky nhém ngudi nao (cac thiét ché,
tap tuc, phan ing cu xu,...).

- William Graham Sumner (1840 -
1910), GS. Dai hoc Yale va Albert
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Galloway Keller, M§: Téng thé nhiing
thich nghi cia con nguoi véi cac diéu
kién sinh s6ng cua ho chinh 1a van hoéa,
hay van minh... Su thich nghi nay dugc
bao dam bang con dudng két hop nhiing
tha thuat nhu bién d6i, chon loc va
truyén dat bang ké thua.

- Ralph Linton (1893 - 1953), nha
nhan hoc ngusi My dinh nghia: a/ Vin
héa suy cho ciing 1a cic phan tng lap lai
it nhiéu c6 t6 chiic cta cac thanh vién
xa hoi; b/ Van héa 1a su két hop gitia 161
Ging xt ma cac thanh t6 cia né dugc cac
thanh vién ctia xa hoi d6 tan thanh va
truyén lai nho ké thua.

- Pitirim Alexandrovich Sorokin
(1889 - 1968), nha xa héi hoc ngusi My
goc Nga, nguoi sang lap khoa X& héi hoc
cua Dai hoc Harvard: V6i nghia rong
nhat, vin héa chi téng thé nhiing gi
dudgc tao ra, hay dudc cai bién bdi hoat
ddéng c6 y thiic hay vo thic cta hai hay
nhiéu ca nhan tuong tac véi nhau va tac
dong dén 161 ting xU cua nhau.

4. Pinh nghia “Van héa” dugc cong
dong thé thé gidi st dung nhiéu va dudc
nhiéu nguodi trich dan hon ca 1a cua
UNESCO, néu trong “T'uyén bd vé chinh
sach van héa” tai Hoi nghi quéc t& vé
chinh siach vin héa cia UNESCO tu
ngay 26/7 dén 6/8/1982 & Mexico:

"Van hoéa 1a téng thé nhiing nét dic
thu vé tinh than va vat chat, vé tri tué
va xic cam quy dinh tinh cach cua mot
xa hoi hay cia mot nhém xa hoi. Vin
héa bao gom nghé thuat va van chuong,
nhiing 161 s6ng, nhiing quyén co ban ctua
(t6n tai-being) ngudi, nhiing hé thong gia
tri, nhiing truyén thong va tin ngudng.
Vian héa dem lai cho con ngudi kha ning
suy xét (reflect-phan tu) vé ban than.
Chinh vén héa lam cho chung ta trd
thanh nhiing sinh vat déic biét - con
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nguoi, c6 ly tinh, c6 6c phé phan va dan
than mot cach dao ly. Chinh nhd van héa
ma con ngudi tu thé hién, tu ¥ thic duge
ban than, tu biét minh 14 mot phuong an
chua hoan thanh dit ra dé xem xét
nhiing thanh tuu ctia ban than, tim kiém
khong mét moi nhiing ¥ nghia méi mé va
sang tao nén nhiing céng trinh vugt qua
c4 gi6i han cia ban than".

Nguyén van: “Conference agrees:

+ that in its widest sense, culture
may now be said to be the whole
complex of distinctive  spiritual,
material, intellectual and emotional
features that characterize a society or
social group. It includes not only the
arts and letters, but also modes of life,
the fundamental rights of the human
being, value systems, traditions and
beliefs;

+ that it is culture that gives man
the ability to reflect upon himself. It is
culture that makes us specifically
human, rational beings, endowed with a
critical judgement and a sense of moral
commitment. It is through culture that
we discern values and make choices. It
is through culture that man expresses
himself, becomes aware of himself,
recognizes his incompleteness,
questions his own achievements, seeks
untiringly for new meanings and
creates works through which he
transcends his limitations” (8).

5. Xin luu y riang UNESCO, cac
Téng gidam déc UNESCO va nhiing
chuyén gia cta td chtic nay ciing cong bd
khoéng it van ban vé van héa, ma do6i khi
nguoi st dung, ké ca cac nha nghién ciu
¢6 tén tudli § cac nudc, van coi dé chinh
la nhiing dinh nghia khai niém van hoa.
Chéng han:
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Vian hoa “la cai tén ma chiung ta dit
cho diéu bi 4n khéng cung véi ai ngay
nay dang tim cach suy nghi vé né” (J.
Derrida); “la nén tang va 1a linh hon cta
cudc phiéu luu cua con ngudi; trude kia
ngudi ta coi né la thd yéu, ngay nay
ngudi ta bat ddu nhan ra né la cot 16
caa vin d&” (F. Mayor); 1a “tiéu chuén
co ban cua sy tién bo” (E. P. Chelyshev);
"la phuong thtc tu diéu chinh va tu
nhan thtic cia nhan loai" (M. Epstein);
"la mot trong ba tiéu chuin dé mot quéc
gia nao d6 dugc coi la cuong quéc" (Z.
Bredinxki); 1a “duong phan ranh co ban
gifia con ngudi v6i nhau” va 1a “nhan t6
cht dao ctia nén chinh tri thé giéi” (S. F.
Huntington); 1a cai “dudc xuyén sudt bdi
mot Ethos céng sinh”, mét tha “soft
power” (nang luc mém) gitip cho “Déng
A s& trd thanh khu vuc cuc ky quan
trong vao thé ky XXI” (I. Daisaku néi vé
van hoa Pong A); v.v...

6. Van héa duéi hinh thic mét quan
niém d6i méi cua Pang Coéng san Viét
Nam dudgc néu lan dau tai Van kién Dai
héi dai biéu toan quéc lan thw VIII:
“Van hoéa 1a nén tang tinh than cua xa
héi, vira 1a muc tiéu, vua la dong luc
thic ddy su phat trién kinh t& - xa hoi”
(9, tr.29).

7. Dinh nghia khai niém vin héa
cuaa H6 Chi Minh: "Vi 1é sinh ton ciing
nhu muc dich cia cudc song, loai ngudi
mdéi sang tao va phat sinh ra ngén ng,
chii viét, dao dtc, phap luat, khoa hoc,
ton gido, van hoc, nghé thuat, nhiing
cong cu cho sinh hoat hang ngay vé
maic, 4n, 6 va cac phuong thic st dung.
Toan bd nhiing sang tao va phat minh
d6 tic la van hoéa" (10, tr.431).

Truée kia, dinh nghia nay it dugc
noi téi. Ngay nay, néu so sanh, c6 thé
thay dinh nghia nay cting khic chiét va
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tuong minh khong thua kém cac dinh
nghia néi tiéng nao khac.

8. Mot dinh nghia khac: “Véan héa la
biéu hién cta phuong thic séng cia con
ngudi, 12 tong hoa moi gia tri ngudi” (11,
tr.32). Giai thich thém:

- Trong hau hét cac truong hop, vian
héa luén chi 1a thuéc tinh trong méi
quan hé Sv vdt - Quan hé - Thudc tinh.
N6i cach khac, vian hoa chi c6 thé la
mat, 1a khia canh, 14 phuong dién hay
la thudc tinh ctua cai khac. Ddc trung
thuan tuy vdn héa ma V.E. Davidovich
da néi dén, chinh 1a & day.

- C6 quan niém cho rang khi dinh
nghia van héa chi cAn néu gia tri (t6ng
hoa cac gia tri) 1a da. Tuy nhién, van
héa trong nhiéu truong hop khoéng
mang ¥ nghia gid tri - nghia la né
khong tot hay xau, ding hay sai, tich
cuc hay tiéu cuc... ma chi 1a cach thiic,
kiéu, dang, phong cach... hoat déng
sdng cua ca nhan hodc cong doéng (cach
cAm dao cua ngudi phuong Tay so véi
ngudi phucng Dong 12 moét thi du). Do
vay, khong chi 1a gid tri, vin hoa con 1a
phuong thite (cach thic, kiéu, dang,
phong cach...) song cua con nguoi.

9. Bdn sdc vdn héa (cultural
identity): Ban sfc riéng cua mdi
nén/dang/kiéu vian hoa thudng biéu
hién 14 nhiing nét dac thu va doc dao
thé hién trong cac hién tugng vin hoi
hodc cac san pham van ho4, quy dinh bo
mit cia mdi nén vin hoa. Cach hiéu
nay khong c6 gi sai. Tuy nhién, diéu
dang luu ¥ 13, ban sic riéng ciia van hoa
khong chi thé hién trong céc hién tugng
hoic cac san phdm dic thi cta van hoa,
ma phan dang ké cta né lai duge thé
hién ngay trong hoat dong séng binh
thuong, hang ngay cua cac cong dong
ngudi. O d6, né 1a: Tdp hop ciia nhitng
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cdi khdc biét khong thé xod nhoa vé
phuong thiic séng cua cde chii thé van
hod, la cdi duoc tao ra trong nhitng tinh
huéng khdc nhau cua lich s, ti thé gidi
quan, tw nhdn sinh quan ma ddc biét la
ti kinh nghiém song ctia cdc thé hé khdc
nhau trong céng dong, lam thanh
nhitng khuén mdu vé vdin hod chi phoi
va quy dinh hoat dong séng cua cdc thé
hé tiép sau (11, tr.51).

10. Khuén mdu vdan hod (cultural
matrix) 14 tap hop ctia nhiing giai phap,
nhiing chudn muc, nhiing phong cach,
nhiing gia tri... duge tao ra tu kinh
nghiém sdng clia cac cong doéng ngudi,
dude dinh hinh qua nhiing tinh huéng
khac nhau trong lich st ton tai ctia cac
cong dong d6 va dudc bao ton trong su
chi phéi va quy dinh ctia né d61 véi hoat
dong ctua cac thé hé ké tiép nhau. Vin
hoa thuc hién tinh quy dinh cta minh,
thé hién stc manh caa minh trong doi
song x& hoi thong qua cac khuén mau
vén hoa (11, tr.52).

Con nguoi trong hoat dong bao gid
ciing dua vao nhiing khuén mau vin
héa da c6 dé thao tac, xu 1y hodc sang
tao... ké ca véi cac ddi tugng méi. Khac
véi con vat, khong bao gié con ngudi bét
tay vao hoat dong tu trang thai “khéng”
hodc “hu v6” (Phi kinh nghiém ciing 1a
mo6t thit kinh nghiém).

Il. Van minh

1. Nhiéu tai litu qua quyét ring,
van héa va van minh véi tinh cach la
cac khai niém khoa hoc mai téi thé ky
XVIII méi xudt hién. Trong khi d6 6
phuong Tay, thuat ngt Cultura dudgc
tim thdy ngay trong cac tac pham cua
Siseron (106-43 TCN) va Civilization da
thdy dugc stt dung tuong d6i phd bién &
giai doan dau thoi dai Phuc Hung.



18

- O Trung Quéc, vdn minh dugc
nhéc t6i ti rdt sém trong Thuong thu
(Ngii Kinh); con van hién véi nghia la
mot xa hoi dat t61 mot trinh d0 nhat
dinh vé mat tinh than (vdn: tu liéu, dién
chuong, ché& do; hién: ngusi thong thao
dién chuong, ché d6) thi da dugc ban
luan trong Luan ngit (Khéng Tu, 551-
479 TCN).

- Vao doi Han (Thé ky I TCN), trong
cac quan niém cua Luu Hudéng ngudi ta
da thdy xuat hién khai niém vdn hda.
Van hoa lac d6 duge hidu 1a vdn tri, gido
héa. Nghia goc cua van ¢ day la cai dep,
cai ¢6 stic thu hit vé mit hinh thic.
Van héa, do vay tré thanh yéu t& then
chét trong chinh tri: cai tri, gido héa
bang vdn.

-0 Viét Nam, khai niém van hda va
vin minh xu4t hién trong van tu lan dau
tién vao ldc nao? Hién chua c6 cau tra
16i. Song, nhu da biét, nam 1428 Nguyén
Trai d& ban dén van hién mot cach trang
nghiém trong Pai cdo binh Ngb.

2. Van héa va van minh, vé phuong
dién ngbén ngit ludn luén la cac thuat
ngli riéng ré va tach biét v6i nhau.
Trong nhiéu ngdn ngii, van héa va vdn
minh khong phai 1a nhiing td dong
nghia. Ay vAy ma trong rit nhiéu
truong hop, hai khai niém van duge su
dung nhu nhiing khai niém khéng cé su
phan biét hoidc nhu nhiing tt khac 4m
dong nghia. Hién nay, trén thuc t&, noi
ham cua hai khai niém nay van thuong
bi st dung nham ldn v6i nhau: trong
mot s6 van canh, vin héa bi goi 1a van
minh va ngugc lai.

- Ngay trong khoa hoc, “khéc véi thé
ky XVIII va XIX... dic diém caa triét
hoc vin héa thé ky XX 1a dan dan tach
hai khai niém d6 (vin héa va van minh
- HSQ) ra, khai niém tht nhat tiép tuc
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van 12 tugng trung cho moi céi tich cuc
trong linh vuc trudéc day chua phan
chia, con khai niém thi hai trong da s6
cac truong hop duge danh gia 1a trung
tinh, va ¢6 khi con ¢6 y nghia tiéu cuc
truc tiép” (12, tr.178; 13, tr.697-698).

- Néu khdng dinh mot cach chic
chin cac khai niém van héa va vin
minh ¢6 bao nhiéu nghia cu thé va xac
dinh thi c6 1& diéu khing dinh d6 khong
tranh khoi vo doan. Déi khi ngudi ta cé
cam giac rang so véi van héa thi vdn
minh hinh nhu ré rang hon, xac dinh
hon. Nhung trén thuc t& ngoai mot vai
nghia phd bién, thudng gip, vin minh
ciing c¢6 kha nhiéu nghia phtc tap va
thiéu xac dinh khéong kém gi vén hoéa.
Bén canh d6 con c6 khong it trudng hop
ma néu thuat ngli van héa dudc thay
bang vdn minh thi cing ching dé gi chi
ra dau 1a hop 1y va bat hgp 1y cua tung
van canh. C6 thé nhan théy trong kha
nhiéu truong hdp tinh ti van héa va
tinh tU vin minh thuong 1a thay thé
dugc cho nhau.

3. Mic dua da duge st dung tuong
d6i phd bién 6 dau thoi dai Phuc Hung,
nhung vdn minh véi tinh cach la khai
niém chinh tri — xa hoi thi lai xuét hién
vao thé ky XVIII, khi cac nha khai sang
Phap dung cac quan niém duy ly cua
minh dé md xé va phén tich nhiing xa
héi da dat t6i mot trinh do nhat dinh vé
1y tinh va cong bang. Vé mét tit nguyén
thi Civilization c¢6 géc Latinh Civilis,
nghia la thi din, cong dan, nha nudc.
Theo nghia ban dau thi vdn minh 1a thi
dan héa, thanh thi héa. Vé sau, van
minh dugc hiu mét cach tritu tugng
hon theo nhiéu nghia khac nhau; trong
d6 nghia bao trum 1a chi moét trinh dé
phdt trién nhdt dinh ctia xd héi vé mdt
vat chdt va tinh than (14, tr.733). Vao
thé ky XIX, néi t6i van minh 1a néi t6i



Véan héa va van minh...

nhiing dic trung c6 gia tri cua cha
nghia tu ban néi chung. Ngudi ta gan
nhu dong nh4t van minh véi toan bd gia
tri cua chu nghia tu ban. Lic dé, xa hoi
tu ban véi khau hiéu tw do, binh ddng,
bdc di cua né duge coi 1a hién than cua
van minh.

4. Cho t6i nay, s6 lugng cac dinh
nghia cu thé vé khai niém vin minh c6
1& cling ching kém gi s6 lugng cac dinh
nghia vé vin héa (mic du chua thay ai
cong bd con s6 thong ké vé cac dinh
nghia nay). Théng qua nhiing dinh
nghia cu thé ma chung t6i duge biét, c6
thé nhan thady néi troi 1én mot s6 cach
hiéu sau:

- Van minh la moét trinh d0 phat
trién nhat dinh caa cac dan toc hodc cia
cac cong dong. A. Toynbee va P. Xorokin
1a nhiing dai biéu cho cach hiéu nay.
Theo Toynbee, dan toc nao cling déu cé
vin héa clia minh, song khong phai moi
dan tdc déu dugc coi 1a van minh. Néi
dén van minh 1a néi t6i mot trinh do
nao d6 trong sy phat trién caa cac cong
déng, ma trudc hét dé6 1a su phat trién
vé mit vian héa (15, tr.516-517; 16,
tr.30-34).

- Van minh 14 moét giai doan phat
trién xa hoi d6i lap véi giai doan “da
man”. Cac dan toc déu sé phai dat tdi
van minh, sau khi trai quan giai doan
“moéng mudi, dd man”. Nhu ta déu biét,
L. Morgan va F. Engels la nhiing dai
biéu tiéu biéu cho quan niém nay (Xem:
17, 18).

”

- Van minh la sy “giao thoa”, “giao
tiép” cuia cac gia tri toan nhan loai trong
doi song cta mdi dan toc. Pai biéu dién
hinh cho cach hiéu nay la K. Jasper,
nguoi da bang ly thuyét giao tiép cua
minh céit nghia toan bo qua trinh lién
két dién ra trong nén van minh chau Au
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va trong lich st toan nhan loai véi tu
cach 1a lich st toan thé giéi Xem: 15,
tr.453-454).

- Vidn minh la giai doan “lui tan”
cia van hoéa, 1a thoi diém cudi cing
khién cho cidc nén van héa khic nhau
cua nhan loai trd nén dong nhat. Day la
cach hiéu vin minh cta O. Spengle.
Theo Spengle, sau khi 8 nén vin héa
ctua loai nguoi dat téi trinh dd cao, van
minh sé xudt hién va “hoa tan” moi gia
tri tot dep. D6 sé& 1a “Hoang hon cua
chau Au” (Xem: 15, tr.453-454).

Nhiing cach hiéu trén ciing dong
thoi cling 14 nhiing cach tiép can tiéu
biéu vé khai niém vén minh. Xin luu y
14, hau hét nhiing cach hiéu néi trén
déu di theo xu huéng tiép noi J.
Rousseau va J. Herder, c¢6 ging phan
biét ngay cang rach roi hai khai niém
nay trong méi tuong quan véi nhiing
dac tinh c6 thé xac dinh caa ching. R4t
it nguoi di theo xu hudng ngudc lai -
dong nhat hoic x6a nhoa ranh gidi gitia
véan héa va van minh.
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