Dién mao van hoc phuwong Tay
trén Pong Duwong tap chi
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Tom tit: Dong Duwong tap chi (1913-1919) xudt hién nhw mot né luc nham quang bad nén
khoa hoc phuwong Tdy dén véi nguoi Viét thong qua viéc dich thudt chon loc. Co thé néi
rang, doi ngii dich gia ciia Péng Dwong tap chi la nhitng nha tién phong trong linh viec
dich thudt & Bdc ky. Tir phong trao dich thudt van hoc phwong Tdy ma Péng Dwong tap
chi gdy dwng, déi ngii dich gia ¢ Bdc ky dd mau chong phat trién ca vé sé lwong lan chat
lieong, dong gop I6n cho cong cudc hién dai héa nén vin hoc nwée nha giai doan dau thé
ky XX. Dién mao cua van hoc phwong Tay trén Bong Duwong tap chi co mot ban sdc khdc
han nhitng to bdo quéc ngit ¢ Nam bé triede dé. Bai viét dé cap dén quan diém lira chon
tac gia va tac pham van hoc phirong Tdy ciia Ban Bién tdp Pong Dwong tap chi, dong
thoi chi ra nhitng tdc gia tiéu biéu va thé logi chinh ciia to bdo nay™.
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Abstract: “Dong Duong tap chi” (“The Journal of Indochina”, 1913-1919) was as an
effort to disseminate Western scientific knowledge to Vietnamese audiences via selective
translations. The translation team at “Dong Duong tap chi” could indeed be considered
pioneers in this field in Tonkin. Thanks to the movement of translating Western literature
initiated by “Dong Duong tap chi”, translators in Tonkin rapidly increased, both as respects
numbers and quality, which in turn, made remarkable contributions to the modernization of
Vietnamese literature in early 20th century. The emergence of Western literature on “Dong
Duong tap chi” had a distinctive identity as compared to other “quoc ngu” (national
script) press journals published earlier in Cochinchina. This article discusses the criteria
for selecting Western literary works and authors by the Editorial Board of “Dong Duong
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tap chi”, as well as identifies the most popular authors and major themes of this journal.
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" Ban Bién tap Pong Duong tap chi gém ca phai tan hoc (Nguyén Vin Vinh, 1882-1936 ; Pham Quynh,
1892-1945; Nguyén Vin T4, 1889-1947; Pham Duy Tdn, 1883-1924) va phai cuu hoc (Tan Da, 1889-1939;
Phan K& Binh, 1875-1921; Nguyén B Muc, 1882-1951), ding dau 1a Nguyén Van Vinh. Ngoai ra con
c6 su cong tac ciia nhiéu cay bat khac nhu Tran Trong Kim (1883-1953), Nguyén Hiru Tién (1875-1941),
Nguyén B4 Trac (1881-1945), Than Trong Hué (1869-1925).
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1. Pit van dé

Vao giai doan nira cudi thé ky XIX, khi
thuc dan Phap nd sting xAm luoc Viét Nam,
bdi canh xa hoi Vit Nam da khac nhiéu so
véi trude. Cung voi sy du nhdp cua van hoa
phuong Tay theo budc chan cua déi quan
xam lugc, tiéu thuyét phuwong Tay, dic biét
1a tiéu thuyét Phap da duoc dich va ding
& Nam bo kha som, trudc ca tiéu thuyét
Trung Hoa. Ddi ngii dich gid phuong Tay
dau tién khong ai khac 14 nhimng tin d6 cong
gido, sdm giao luu véi moi truong van hoa
Phap nhu Truong Vinh Ky, Truong Minh
Ky, Huynh Tinh Cua.

Pau thé ky XX, s6 lugng ban dich tir
cac tac phim cua phuong Tay xuit hién
nhiéu hon. Tuy nhién, do thi hiéu cta cong
chiing, “truyén Tau” van la thé loai duoc cac
dich gia Nam b0 uu 4i. Va cling ¢ giai doan
nay, tai Trung Quédc phong trao dich thuat
phat trién manh mé&, ndi bat 1a phong trao
“Tan van”, “T4n thu” v&i muc tiéu nim bit
ldy van minh Au Tay ma trudc hét 1a viéc
dich sach trén nhiéu linh vuc: triét hoc, vin
hoc, chinh tri. Nhin nhan dién bién ¢ dat
nuéc lang giéng Trung Hoa, gi6i tri thirc
Viét Nam lac nay da nhan théy dich thuat
dang 1a mot van dé cip thiét. “Poéng Kinh
nghia thuc” ra doi chinh 1a do cam hung tur
phong trao “Duy tan” cia Nhat Ban va chiu
anh huong tir ngudn “Tan van”, “Tan thu”
tir Trung Qudc.

Trong bdi canh Ay, tiép ndi tinh than
cua Pong Kinh nghia thuc, Pong Duwong
tap chi xuat hién (nim 1913) nhu mot nd
luc nham quang ba nén khoa hoc phuong
Tay (kién thtrc, k¥ thuat va phuong phap)
dén v6i nguoi Viét, nhat 1a huéng doc gia
Viét lam quen v&i thé gidi tu tuong ma nén
khoa hoc phuong Tay da ndy sinh, thong
qua viéc dich thuat chon loc (vin hoc, triét
hoc, dao duc). Chinh quyét tim wu tién
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lua chon dich céc tic pham phuong Tay
da lam cho Pdng Dwong tap chi c6 mot
béan sic khac han nhirng to bao qubc ngit &
Nam bo trudc do va nhirng thanh cong cua
ho di ching minh tinh ding dan cua con
duong ma ho da lya chon. Thong qua viéc
khao sat sy xudt hién cua cic tic gia va
tac pham tiéu biéu®™ trong sudt nhitng nam
ton tai cia to bao, chiing t6i nhan thay cac
tac pham vin hoc phuong Ty trén Péng
Duong tap chi da dugc gidi thi¢u mot cach
hé théng va ro rang voi mot tiéu chi duogc
xéac dinh ngay tir dau.

2. Quan diém Ira chon tac gia va tac pham

Véi Ban Bién tap Pong Dwong tap
chi, van hoc chinh la con duong ly tuong
dé dén voi tu tuong phuong Tay. Khong
phai ngau nhién ma nam 1914 “Tan hoc
van tap” duoc trinh bay qua hai dé muc
“Su pham” va “Van hoc”. Vi theo ho,
cach tét nhat dé nim bat liy vin minh
phuong Tay la phai hoc tap tu tudéng va
phuong phép ctua phuong Tay mot cach
triru tuong qua van hoc va moét cach cu
thé qua nhiing chuong trinh va nhiing
mon hoc dugc giang day trong cac truong
trung hoc & chau Au.

Diéu chung toi rat ra dugc tir cac bai
viét vé van hoc phuong Tay ding trén
Dong Duong tap chi 1a, Ban Bién tap da
danh sy quan tdm dac biét dén cac tac phém
van hoc cta Phap thé ky XVIL, nhét 1a dong
van hoc ¢ dién. Co thé thdy diéu d6 qua
viéc thong ké cac bai viét ¢ thé loai nay. Co
dén 133 bai vé cac tic pham vin hoc Phap
thé ky XVII trén tong s 253 bai dang lién
quan dén vin hoc phuong Ty trong cic

) 86 ligu bai viét dua vao dé tai Luan éan tién si
“Nhiing dong gop cua Pong Duong tap chi trong
qua trinh hién dai hoa van hoc, van hoa Viét Nam
dau thé ky XX cua tac gia thuc hién nam 2016.
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s6 bao ma chung t6i tiép can dugc®. Qua
cac thoi ky, co tong sb 79 tac gia, trong do
da so 1a tac gia Phap, bén canh d6 13 vin
hao Tolstoi (Nga), T. Edison (chau My), J.
Swift (Ireland), Boccace (Italia) va cac tac
gia c¢6 dai cua Hy-la nhu Plutarque.

Gitta nam 1913 va 1914, chuyén muc
“Vin hoc” da sb viét vé cac tac pham cua
Phap. Trudce khi “Tan hoc van tap” ra doi,
phan chon lwa giéi thiéu vin chuong Phap
ctia Ban Bién tap tap chi duoc dé trong phan
phu truong ctia muc “Van chuong” voi tua
dé “Phap van tap thai”. Con trong “Téan
hoc van tap” (ké tir s6 42) khong co phu
dé tuong tu, chi co tua dé 1a “Vian chuong
khoa”. Tuy nhién, phan van hoc Phap vin
chiém da s6. Tac gia qudc gia khac chi co
Platon (sb 69).

Ké tr nam 1915, sy phan loai nay rd
rang hon véi phin myc “Vin chuong” va
“C6 kim vin hop phai”. Sau d6, chuyén
muc con duoc chia ra timg dé tai “Phap
van”, “Han van”, “Van Nom”.

Viéc phd bién vian hoc phwong Tay
duoc sir dung qua hinh thic tiéu thuyét, vi
du nhu: Nhitng cuoc phiéu luu cua Gulliver
cua Swift (1915) va Robinson Crusoé cua
Defoe (1916). Nho vay, doc gia Viét Nam
duoc biét dén hai tac pham tiéu biéu cia
nén van hoc Anh ngit. Ngoai ra, nén vin
minh Hy-La ciing dugc gidi thi€u qua tac
pham Truyén truyén ky cia cdc vi nhdn Hy
Lap va La Ma cua Plutarque (César va A
Lich Son Pai Pé - 1916).

Ngay ca trong phan tiéu thuyét, tat ca
tac pham ciing thudc Phap ngit nhu Gil

™ C6 woc chimg tir 300 dén 350 bai vé& vin hoc
phuong Tay va 12 tiéu thuyét duoc dich it nhidu hoan
chinh (dya theo thur tu cua céc bai viét va ude luong
binh quén s bai viét trén cac s6 bao da phat hanh).
Tuy nhién, chung t6i chi tiép can dwoc 253 bai.
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Blas (1913-1914) va Turcaret cua Lesage,
Nhitng cuoc phiéu luu cua Télémaque cia
Fenelon (1915)...

Co 1€ Ban Bién tap cua Pong Duong
tap chi quan tdm dén giai doan lich sir nay
1a do vao thoi dy, & nuéc Phap ciing day
1én phong trao tranh cai gitra cli va moi.
Bdi canh xung dot giira cii va méi nay ciing
tuong tu nhu bdi canh cua x3 hoi Viét Nam
vao dau thé ky XX. Bdi voi nhing ai mudn
dan ching vé loi ich cua viée du nhap cac
phuong phép va hoc thudt méi vao xa hoi
Bic ky nhung dong thoi van giit dugce ban
sdc van hoa cua riéng minh, day la mot vi
du c6 gia tri.

3. Nhirng tic gia tiéu biéu

Qua khao sat cac tac pham dich trong
cac sb tap chi con luu git®, chung t6i thu
duge két qua nhu sau: La Fontaine (51
bai); Moliere (hon 30 bai); Anatole France
(22 bai); Pascal (15 bai); Perrault (hon 11
bai); Rousseau, Voltaire, La Rochefoucauld
(7 bai); Guyau, Fénelon (5 bai); Helvétius,
Chateaubriand (4 bai); Montesquieu, la
Bruyére (3 bai); Lesage - 2 tiéu thuyét (kéo
dai 102 s6); Defoe (34 s6); Fénelon (24 sd);
Balzac (22 s6); Plutarque (19 s6); Abbé
Prévost (15 sb); Swiff (11 sd).

) Nam 1913 va 1914: giai doan du cta 4n ban
Péng Duong tap chi, tir s& 1 ngay 15/5/1913 dén
s6 bao ngay 31/12/1914 (ban film con luu gitr bi mo
nén khong 16 sb tap bao) (Thu vién Khoa hoc tong
hop Tp. HO Chi Minh, Micro film ma s MF 11845
ctua du an SEAM).

Nam 1915: tir s6 1 ngay 10/1 d&én sé 50 ngay 26/12
(Thu vién Khoa hoc xa hdi, Vién Thong tin Khoa
hoc xa hoi, sb hiéu Q8142).

Nam 1916: tir s6 104 dén s6 120 (Thu vién Khoa
hoc xa hoéi, Vién Thong tin Khoa hoc xa hdi, s6 hiéu
Q8142).

Nam 1917: tir s6 103 dén 125, 135 t6i 154 (Thu vién
Khoa hoc xa hoi, Vién Thong tin Khoa hoc xa hoi,
s6 hiéu Q8142).
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T phan phan tich so luoc trén, c6
thé thiy tinh trén tong sb 79 tac gia, c6 5
tac gia tiéu biéu (La Fontaine, Moliére,
Anatole France, Pascal, Perrault) chiém
129 bai, nghia 1a hon mt nira tong s6 bai
(253). Cu thé, c6 16 tac gia (ngoai 5 tac gia
tiéu biéu, con co6: Rousseau, Voltaire, La
Rochefoucauld, Guyau, Fénelon, Helvétius,
Chateaubriand, Montesquieu, la Bruyere,
Lesage, Defoe) dugc Ban Bién tdp quan
tam nhat, riéng ho di chiém tat ca 186 bai
(129 + 57). Tinh thém sb luong tac gia
cac tac pham chon loc cong véi phan tiéu
thuyét, chung t6i thdy c6 23 tac gia (gom 16
tac gia chiém luong bai 16n nhu di théng ké
O trén, cung voi 7 tac gia khac nhu: Balzac,
Plutarque, Abbé Prévost, Swiff, Tolstoi, T.
Edison, Boccace) trén tong sb 79 tac gia,
chiém tat ca 186 bai, tic 1a hon 2/3 tong sd
bai viét chon loc, cong thém 8 tiéu thuyét
(khoang 227 s6 béo ctia tap chi).

Riéng 5 tac gia tiéu biéu, mot vai tac
pham cta ho duoc dich dén 2 1an, cho thay
tam quan trong cuia cac tac gia ndy va bai
viét ctia ho. D6 1a nhiing trudng hop sau:

- Anatole France: Chiing ta lén tiéng,
chiing ta cho doi... (trich tac pham Vieon
Epicure), Nguyén Vian Vinh dich lan dau
trong s6 2 (1913) va lan th{ hai trong s6 1
(1915).

- Pascal: Luong cuc (trich Tw Tuong),
dich lan dau & s6 9 (1915) va lan hai & sb
123 (1917) béi hai dich gia khac nhau.

- Pascal: Tw di (trich Tw Tuong), dich
lan dau trong s6 37 va 38 (1914, “Tan hoc
van tp”) va lan hai trong s6 112 (1917) boi
hai dich gia khac biét.

Ngoai ra, trong s cac tac gia Phap,
phan vian hoc, nhiéu vi 1a Han 1am hoc si®

® Nam duogc phong vao Han Lam vién dugc dé
trong ngoac don.
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nhu La Fontaine (1684), Montesquieu
(1728), Voltaire (1746), Chateaubriand
(1811), Lamartine (1829), Cousin (1830),
Victor Hugo (1841), Anatole France (1896).
C6 nhiéu nguoi rat noi tiéng nhu: Balzac,
Moliére, Peraullt, Renan, Zola, Stendhal,
Théophile Gautier, Lesage.

Sau khi nghién ctru 253 bai va tron bo
10 tac pham™ duge chuyén dich hoan toan
trong sudt nhitng nim hoat dong cua tap
chi, ching toi rat ra nhitng dé tai chu dao
ma Ban Bién tap Pong Dwong tap chi theo
dudi nhu sau: nhiéu bai viét mang noi dung
vé than phan con nguoi, vé su cuong thinh
ctia nude Phap, vé tim quan trong ciia tinh
than khoa hoc va ai quéc, vé loi ich trong
viéc giao luu van hoa Phap Viét. Nhitng dé
tai khac thuong thiy trong Pdéng Duwong
tap chi 1a nhitng dé tai vé dao dtrc va triét
hoc. Tuy nhién, nhitng dé tai ddm chat van
hoc van chiém da s6. D6 1a nhiing dé tai
thudc céac thé loai van hoc: tiéu thuyét, ngu
ngon, truyén ké va kich.

4. Nhirng thé loai chinh

Nhiing thé loai chinh lién quan dén vin
hoc phuong Tay trén Pong Duong tap chi
bao gém: Tiéu thuyét phuong Tay, Truyén
ngu ngon La Fontaine.

Trén Péng Duong tap chi, d¢ quang
b4 tu tudng phuong Ty dén quan ching,
nhét 1a d&én hoc sinh, Ban Bién tap da chon
lwa trinh bay nhitng tiéu thuyét tiéu biéu
cua phuong Tay, nhiing tac gia dugc nguoi
phuong T4y yéu thich qua nhiéu thé hé. Vi
thé, tiéu thuyét tré' thanh mot phuong tién
gido duc. Pay 1a diém kha tha vi vi véi nén
van hoa truyén théng ctia Viét Nam, thé
loai tiéu thuyét mang tinh tudng tuong hay

™ Co ca thay 12 tac phdm dugc dich, nhung chi c6
tron bo 10 tac pham, con ban dich cua 2 bai (cia
Voltaire) khong dugc tiép tuc.
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nhiing tac pham hai hudc duoc danh gia 1a
khong xtmg dang dé dua vao chuong trinh
giao dyc.

Trong 10 sang tac va dau sach tiéu biéu
cua van hoc phuong Tay duogc dich theo
16i “truyén ky” trong sudt khoang thoi gian
mAy nim ra mat ctia tap chi, chiing t6i nhan
thdy c6 8/10 1a tac pham ctia Phap :

- Gil Blas de Santillane (1724)" cua
Alain-René Lesage, tiéu thuyét gia va nha
viét kich ngudi Phap.

- Les voyages de Gulliver (1726 - Cugc
phiéu luvu cia Gulliver) cia Jonathan Swift,
tiéu thuyét gia va thi si Ireland.

- Les aventures de Télémaque (1699
- Cugc phiéu luu cua Telemaque) cua nha
van Phap Fénélon.

- Vie et aventure de Robinson Crusoé
(1719 - Cuédc phiéu luu cua Robinson
Crusoé) cua Daniel Defoe, tiéu thuyét gia
va phong vién ngudi Anh.

- La peau de Chagrin (1831 - Miéng da
lira) cla tiéu thuyét gia ngudi Phap Honoré
de Balzac.

- Turcaret (1709) cua Lesage tiéu
thuyét gia nguoi Phap: kich phong hoéa.

- Manon Lescaut (1731) ctia tiéu thuyét
gia nguoi Phap Abbé Prévost.

- Paul et Virginie (1788) cua tiéu
thuyét gia nguoi Phap Bernadin de Saint-
Pierre.

- Cugc doi cua cac danh nhan Hy-lap
va La-ma cua Plutarque - mdt chuyén gia
vé tiéu st va nha dao duc hoc Hy Lap.

- Cugc doi cua Esope vung Phrgien
ctia La Fontaine, thi si va nha viét ngu ngon
nguoi Phap.

® Puoc dich duéi dang trudng thién tiéu thuyét
gitta nam 1913 va 1914. Ban dich dugc ti€p noi vao
nam 1915 trong Trung Bac tan van.
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C6 thé thay rang, ndi dung cac tiéu
thuyét dich trén Péng Duwong tap chi da sd
1a vé cudc doi cia cac danh nhan (Esope,
Robinson), vé phong hoa (Gil Blas, Manon
Lescaut, Miéng da lira, Gulliver), tinh cam
(Manon Lescaut, Paul et Virginie), chuyén
phiéu luu véi nhiing nhan vat anh hung (Gi/
Blas, Gulliver, Télémaque, Robinson)...
nhung tit ca déu chuyén tai mot thong diép
vé dao duc.

Ngoai tiéu thuyét, truyén ngy ngén cia
La Fontaine ciing dugc Ban Bién tap Pong
Duwong tap chi dac biét chu trong va gidi
thiéu mot cach c6 hé thong tir nim 1913
dén 19150

Mot trong nhitng 1y do Nguyén Vin
Vinh lgya chon truyén ngu ngén cia La
Fontaine 1 mong mudn dem t6i su thiu
hiéu giita vin hoa Pong - Tay, sir dung vin
chuong nhu 1a cau ndi giita hai déan toc.
Ong hy vong rang, nén vin hoc nhan vin
(ma truyén ngu ngon la mot bo phan) co
thé giup cho nguoi Viét Nam hiéu rd hon tu
tudng ctia ngudi Phap, tir d6 tiép thu dugc
nhitng gia tri vén dugc nudc Phép ca tung
dé tién 1én trén con dudng vin minh.

Bén canh d6, bang con dudng dich
thuat, Nguyén Vin Vinh hy vong co thé
gitip cho nén qudc vin nudc nha tim thay
nhitng cach thic dién dat moi. Ong xem
viéc bién dich truyén ngu ngoén cua La
Fontaine nhu 1a mot cong cu giao duc hi¢u
qua nham dan dat nguoi Viét tham nhap
vao tinh than phuong T4y trén ca ba mit:
gido duyc, luan ly va toi rén van chuong.

*) Thé loai ngu ngdn qua tdp Ngu ngoén cua La
Fontaine gdm 5 bai tir gitra nim 1913-1914 va 44
bai trong “Tan hoc van tap” nam 1914, thém 2 bai
cho nam 1915. Theo khéo sat ciia chiing t6i, phan
ngu ngdn chiém dén 57 hodc 58 bai, nghia 1a gan
1/5 téng sb bai viét.



44

C6 vé nhu cac truyén ngu ngdn da
dugc Ban Bién tap chon lya nham muc tiéu
bo sung ¥ nghia cho cac tac pham vin hoc
khac trong Pong Duong tap chi. Su chon
lra nay cho thay su gan giii vé nhan sinh
quan giita ngudi Phap va ngudi Viét: tat ca
cac truyén ngu ngdn déu mang nodi dung nodi
vé ban chét ciia con nguoi vuot 1én trén moi
khac biét van hoa. Nguoi Viét cling biét dén
nhimng thoi hu tat x4u cua nguoi Phap nhu
tham vong, manh dugc yéu thua,... O Viét
Nam ciling c6 nhitng lang bam va nhiing
quan toa thiéu luong thién.

Nhu vay, truyén ngu ngén cua La
Fontaine dugc Ban Bién tdp st dung nhu
mot phuong tién 1y tuong dé dan dit doc
gia dén voi nén vian hoc phuong Tay noi
chung va tu tuéng Phap noi riéng. Ngoai ra,
khong loai trir kha nang truyén ngu ngén
dugc uu ai trén Pong Duong tap chi 1a vi
Nguyén Vin Vinh - chi bat Péng Duong
tap chi - dich gia chu dao cua cac truyén
ngu ngdn - rat thich thé loai van hoc nay.
5. Két luan

Dién mao van hoc phuong Tay trén
DPéng Dwong tap chi cb thé xem 1a vi du tiéu
biéu cho nhén dinh vin hoc dich 14 nhip cau
chuyén tai nhitng thé loai méi cua thé gidi
vao Viét Nam, bién nhiing gi da chuyén tai
duoc dy thanh tai san, thanh kinh nghiém
van hoc cta dan toc. Bang viéc gidi thiéu
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nhirng gia tri tinh hoa ctia van hoc Phép trén
nhiéu thé loai: kich, tho, truyén ngén, tiéu
thuyét, nghién ctru van hoc, Péng Duwong
tap chi da ndi nhip cho mach chay von da
khoi nguon tir Trwong Vinh Ky, Truong
Minh Ky, dé rdi vao cubi nhitrng ndm 1920,
khi hoi du diéu kién, mang van hoc dich
tir tiéng Phap dugc phat trién manh mé.
Tiép theo budc chan tién phong ciua Pdng
Duong tap chi va Nam Phong tap chi la su
gbp stc cua cac to Phong Hoa, Ngay nay,
Tiéu thuyét thir nam, Tiéu thuyét thir bay...
Tét ca da tao nén mot ct hich manh mé dé
nén vin hoc mang tinh tr chuong, udc 1€
truyén théng ¢ Viét Nam chuyén minh tré
thanh nén van hoc hién dai, phong phu chi
trong vong may chuc nim o
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