L& vat Sla-tho trong cac nghi 1€ ciia ngudi Khmer
Nam b qua goc nhin ky hi€u van hoa
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Tém tit: Vin héa Khmer Nam bé dic trung boi cdc gia tri van hoa vt thé va phi vat thé
mang tinh ky hiéu, biéu twong da dang trong cdc sinh hoat vin héa téc nguoi Khmer. Néu
nhie chiing ta da rdt quen thuéc véi cdc biéu twong gan lién véi cong trinh kién tric chia
chién Pht  gido Nam Tong Khmer nhu" Neak (Naga), Krud, Keyno... thi nhitng thanh 16
hé thong 1€ vit trong cdac nghi 1é truyen thong dan toc, nghi 1€ tin ngudng hay nghi 1€ ton
gido dwong nhiwr van chia duoc nhiéu nguoti quan tam, tim hiéu va giai ma. Tir géc nhin
ky hleu van héa, bai viét nghién civu 1é vit Sla-tho ciia ngwoi Khmer ¢ cdc khia canh
nguon goc, tén goi, cdc dang thire, thong qua dé tzep can va dién gidi y nghia biéu dat
cua nhu’ng ky hiéu van hoa nay, dong thoi gop phan lam ro quan niém, tw duy sang tao,
twe duy tham my trong qud trinh ton tai va phdt men cua xa hoi toc nguwoi Khmer o Nam
b néi chung va trong pham vi giéi han ciia bai viét nay la ngwoi Khmer & tinh Tra Vinh
noi riéng.
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Abstract: Khmer culture in the South of Vietnam is characterized by tangible and
intangible cultural values with diverse symbols and signs in their cultural activities. While
the symbols associated with the architecture of Khmer Theravada Buddhist temples such
as Neak (Naga), Krud, Keyno, etc., the elements of offerings in traditional ceremonies,
beliefs, and religious rituals seem to have not been interested, explored, and decoded.
From the semiotic perspective, the article studies Sla-tho offerings in terms of origin,
names, and forms, thereby interpreting their expressive meanings, and further clarifies
the concept, creative thinking, and aesthetic thinking during the history and development
of Khmer ethnic society in Southern Vietnam in general and in the case study of Khmer
people in Tra Vinh in particular.
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Sla-tho cua ngudi Khmer 1a mot thanh td
cO gia tri nhu vay.

Sla-tho 1a 1& vat dang cung gan b6 véi
truyén thong phong tuc, tin ngudng, ton
gido cua ngudi Khmer, hién dién & hau hét
céc phong tuc, nghi 1€ truyén thong cua toc
ngudi. Nguoi Khmer déu biét dén tén goi
cta 1& vat ndy, nhung it nguoi hiéu duoc
¥ nghia biéu thi bén trong ctia nd. L& vat
Sla-tho hi¢n hitu nhu mdt ma van héa quan
trong, an chtra nhig gia tri sau sic, doi hoi
c¢6 sy phan tich, tim hiéu sau dé giai ma,
g6p phan gin gitr va phat huy nhitng gia tri
truyén thong tét dep cua dan toc Khmer.

Bai viét 1am rd ngudn gbc, phan loai
1& vat Sla-tho va phan tich nhirng y nghia
biéu dat cua I& vat nay tir goc nhin ky hiéu
van hoa. Cac tu liéu trong bai viét chu yéu
1a két qua dién da dan toc hoc (phong van
sdu cac tri thic nguoi Khmer) két hop
phan tich tai liéu, quan sat tham dy duogc
tac gia thyc hién trong 5 nim gan day
(2018-2022) tai tinh Tra Vinh.

1. Tén goi va ngudn gbc I¢ vit Sla-tho

Trong Tir dién Khmer (Chuon Nath,
1967), Sla-tho (r}uﬂmg‘) dugc dinh nghia
nhu sau: “QNEBANMUSNULSIENW
AUMS@PIGH USSIGHSs usS
INH eIsiagan SHmEuys
MFRUN yugasuimnSys
AP URUENUTEY aNEEsH 4
SHSIBUIGNSNMaNEBY”  (Dich
nguyén van: Sla-tho la mot vat dwoc lam
tir nhanh cdy chuéi hodc cdy chudi non, ¢é
chan, dwoc trang tri boi trau, cau va hoa,
dung lam vdt cung hay vdt trang tri khi
thinh sw tung kinh. Sla-tho dira hay dira kho
duwoc trang tri thanh Sla-tho).

Hién nay chwa tim thdy tu liéu nao
c6 dé& cap dén ngudn gbc xuit hién cua
Sla-tho, nhung nhitng mau chuyén lién
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quan dén Pirc Phat it nhidu da dé cap dén
18 vat ndy. Qua phong van cac tri thirc dan
gian (Achar) nguoi Khmer trong qua trinh
dién da, chung t6i nhan thay c6 ba cach giai
thich c6 lién quan dén ngudn gdc Sla-tho
nhu sau:

Céch giai thich thtr nhat vé sy xuat hién
cua Sla-tho véi vai tro 1a mdt vat dang cung
Phat va Tevada (cac vi tién, vi than trén
troi), xuat hién trong cic nghi thic tung
kinh cau an ctia ngudi Khmer: C6 hai nguoi
dan ong 1a tu si Ba-la-mon gido, da tu hoc
dugc 48 nam. Sau d6, mot trong hai vi an
sT da bo 16i tu hanh dé tro vé qué huong,
sau d6 két hon va c6 dugc mot ngudi con
trai. Mot ngay no, 6ng cung voi ngudi vo
va ngudi con trai dén gip vi an si 14 ban
trude kia dé xin duoc chiic phuc. Vi an si
chi chiic hai vo chdng sdng l4u, trudng tho.
Khi ngudi dan éng dwa con dén gan dé xin
phuc, vi an sTim lang, nguoi dan 6ng ngac
nhién va héi 1y do, vi 4n si tra 1oi Iy do 1a
vi dira tré sdp gip tai hoa anh hudng tinh
mang: “Con 6ng chi song dwoc 7 ngdy nita
théi, sé cé quy Da Xoa dén bdt con éng dé
lam thire én ciia né”, chi c6 Puc Phat Co
DPam méi ¢ thé ngin dugc tai hoa nay. Khi
ngudi dan ong tim dén cau xin, Dtrc Phat tra
101 rang: “Néu nguoi mudn con ciia nguoi
tiép tuc song, nguwoi phdi lam mét mam
cling, trén mam cing dy c6 bay tri hoa va
dat trudc cura nha, sau do dung cac cdy cot
chi xung quanh mdm ciing dy, tiép theo trai
tang toa 8-16 cdi, dong thoi nguwoi phdi lam
mét “Mon-dop” [nhdnh chudi gdp thanh
hinh vuong, co bai tri hoa Sla-tho], dong
nhitng cdi cdy xung quanh mon-dop roi ddt
dika tré ngoi vdo, sau do thinh dé tir ciia ta
toa trén tang toa, néu nguoi cé thé thuyét
phuc dé tir ta tung kinh suot 7 ngay 7 dém,
con ciia nguwoi sé duwoc tiép tuc huong tho”.
Nhur 161 huéng dan, ngudi dan 6ng nay thuc
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hién theo. Pén ngay quy Da Xoa t6i dé bat
dira tré 1am thirc dn, nhung thay xuat hién
nhiéu vi than bao ho dira tré nén khong thuc
hién dugc y dinh, danh phai bo di, va cau
con trai thoat khoi kiép nan (Cau chuyén
“Ar-yuk-wat-tas-nas-kos-ma”, phong véan
ong Thach Rich Thi, tinh Tra Vinh).

Céch gii thich thtr hai cho rang: Khi
Puic Phat tai thé, khong ton tai 18 vat Sla-
tho; dén khi Puc Phat nhép coi niét ban,
trai qua gan 400 nam sau, thi méi xuat hién
nguoi tai tri cdé phudc bau hoa dugc chan
dung Puc Phat dé thd phung, va khi do, can
thiét phai c6 vat 18 dé dang cung, tir luc do
ngudi Khmer di goi tén mot 18 vat dung dé
dang cting Phat 1a Sla-tho. Trai qua céc thé
hé, da tré thanh truyén théng, nguoi Khmer
theo Phat giao Nam Tong khi to chirc cac
nghi 18, tir cac nghi 1& ton gido dén cac
nghi 1& truyén théng dan toc Khmer, déu
theo d6 ma ché téc Sla-tho nhim muc dich
dang Phat (tiéng Khmer goi 1a Sla-tho thvai
preah) (Phong van Achar Thach Sa Ni, tinh
Tra Vinh).

Céch giai thich thir ba cho rang: Sla-tho
thyc chat 13 18 vat ding trong tin ngudng tho
t6, c6 nguodn gbc tir Ba-la-mén gido, ding
dé cting t6 su v6i muc dich tu hoc mot phép
than thong, hay mot phwong thirc chita bénh
nao d6. Sau nay, thay loai Sla-tho nay dep,
ngudi Khmer d tiép tuc gin giit va ché tac
1€ vat Sla-tho bai-say trong cac nghi 1& nhu
mot sy ton trong tién sir, ton trong di san cla
thé hé trude dé lai (Phong van Achar Thach
Sa Ni, tinh Tra Vinh).

Tir khoang thé ky XIII, khi Phat gido
thay thé dia vi doc ton cia Ba-la-mén gido
trong long xa hdi Khmer thi mdt s6 di san
trong phong tuc, tap quan, hay trong cac
nghi thirc, nghi 1& tin ngudng, ton gido cii
(trong d6 bao gdm 1& vat Sla-tho) van duoc
ké thira, gin giir.
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Nhu vay, du nguén géc xuét hién duoc
giai thich theo cach nao thi Sla-tho ciing
duoc hiéu 1a mot 18 vat dang cung trong van
hoa tinh than nguoi Khmer néi chung, trong
cac phong tuc, nghi 18 truyén théng noi
riéng. Bén canh d6, gan véi cac nghi thirc
dan gian, dac bi¢t la trong nghi thic tung
kinh cau an tai cac gia dinh trong phum sdc,
nguoi Khmer d3 sang tao ra mot hé thong 18
vat gdm nhang, nén va Sla-tho, t6 hop nay
thuong duoc nguoi Khmer & tinh Tra Vinh
goi la “M’rong Sla-tho” hay 1a “Om-ro6ng
Sla-tho” (H{HIX aNtiY) (sau ddy s& viét
1a M’rong Sla-tho) ding dé dang Phat va
Tevada. .., thé hién nét riéng trong niém tin
tin ngudng, ton gido mang ban chat va gia
tri van hoa dan toc Khmer & Nam bd noi
chung va tinh Tra Vinh ndi riéng.

2. Phan loai 1€ vat Sla-tho

Két qua nghién ctru thuc dia ctua chung
t6i cho théy, sla-tho bao gdm ba loai: 1/ Sla-
tho dang Phat (Sla-tho thvai preah); 2/ Sla-
tho bai-say; 3 Sla-tho dura (Sla-tho don).

2.1. Sla-tho diang Phdt (Sla-tho thvai
preah)

Sla-tho dang Phat dugc lam tur than cay
chudi non, hinh dang chung gém ba phan:
phan dué6i cing phing, phan giita khic
thanh nac ba tang véi ty 1¢ bang nhau, phan
trén cung hinh nhon. Trén phﬁn dau nhon
s& dugc cim mot cdy nhang c6 quan 14 trau,
khi cim cdy nhang vao chi duoc cim vio
canh dot chudi, chtr khong dugc cim vao
dung tam dot chudi, didu nay c6 ¥ nghia la
dé cho chudi tiép tuc sinh soi phét trién.

Vé cach sap xép, nguoi Khmer sap xép
2 cay Sla-tho cung véi mot s6 18 vat khac
1a 5 cAy nhang, 5 cdy nén, ding séng ctia
1a chudi 1am vét dé cam nhang va nén, sau
do6 sip xép theo trat ty vao Roong (R60ng
c6 hinh dang nhu céi b¢, hinh chit nhat)
nhu sau: tinh tir mat trong ra ngoai, phan
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trong cung la 2 cay Sla-tho, hang gitia 1a 5
cdy nhang (mdi cdy nhang c6 quén 14 trau),
ngodi cung 1a 5 cay nén. Tap hop tit ca
cac 18 vat nay sau khi sap xép bai tri hoan
tat dugc ngudi Khmer goi tén 1a M’rong
Sla-tho.

Trong khong gian 1€, vi tri dit M’rong
Sla-tho 1a trudc noi c6 tuong Phat, tranh
Phat, va ban tho chu thién. Khi dat M’rong
Sla-tho, phai dé phia mat c¢6 5 cdy nén
hudng vao tugng Phat, hoac tranh Phat.

Sla-tho dang nay thuong dung trong
cac nghi 1 truyén thdng, dic biét 1a trong
nghi 18 tung kinh tai gia dinh dé cau an, giai
tai vong. Khi 18, ngudi Khmer chuan bi 2
M’réng Sla-tho, mot dat trong nha trudce
tranh Phat, mQt cai con lai dat ngoai san
dang Tevada.

2.2. Sla-tho bai-sdy

Sla-tho bai-say 1a mot 1€ vat dugc ngudi
Khmer ché tac cong phu, thuong duge dung
trong cac nghi 18 ton gido, déng thoi, 18 vat
nay con duoc biét dén nhu mot 18 vt gin voi
nghi 1& ctng t6. Theo quan niém ciia ngudi
Khmer, bat ctr nganh nghé nao ciing déu ¢
ong t6, dé thé hién su tri 4n to nghé, nguoi ta
thuc hién nghi thirc cling to (pithi thvai kru)
hang nam. Nghi thirc nay thuong gin vai
cac loai hinh ngh¢ thuat cua nguoi Khmer
nhu: Nghi thirc ciing t6 nghé san khau Ro
bam, Du ké, hay ctng t6 dan nhac ngii am.
Trong nghi thirc ctng t6, Sla-tho bai-sdy 5
tang 1a loai 1& vat duoc st dung phd bién
bén canh cac 1& vat khac nhu ga ludc, tAim
vai tr’fmg, banh ngot, trai cay, gao, ruou, tra,
nhang, dén... Tuy nhién, trong khudén khd
bai viét nay, chung t6i chi gidi thiéu Sla-tho
bai-sdy nhur mt 1€ vat trong cac nghi 1& ton
giao cua nguoi Khmer.

Sla-tho bai-say thudng c6 5 tang, 7 tang
va 9 tang, dugc lam tir than ciy chudi co
trang tri 13, sb lwong 1a phai twong duong
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v6i s6 tang va sb vi tri cdm trong cung mot
cay Sla-tho (Vi du khi lam Sla-tho bai-say
5 tang thi s& ¢4 5 vi tri cdm, mdi vi tri ¢6 5
14 trau, 14 chudi hodc 14 dira xép chéo lai),
cdm theo chiéu thang dimg, va cim quanh
mot vong.

Sla-tho bai-sdy 5 ting va 7 tang duoc
dung lam vat cling trong cic nghi 1& lién
quan dén Phat gido Nam Tong nhu 18 Dang
Y Kathina, 1& Cau siéu, 1& An vi Phat. Trong
khong gian cac nghi 1€ nay, bao gid ngudi
Khmer ciing danh mét gian dé lam ban tho
tuong Phat (hodac déi khi st dung tranh
Phat). Noi tho Phat dugc trang tri dep nhét,
trang nghiém nhét, léy tranh Phat hoac tuong
Phat lam trung tam, ¢ hai bén trai va phai
cua tranh Phat hodc twong Phat 1a 2 bai-say 5
tAng hodc 7 tAng, phia trudc mat s& 1a M’rong
Sla-tho hoac mot cadp Sla-tho dang Phat.

2.3. Sla-tho dira (Sla-tho don)

Dira 13 mot loai nong san phd bién &
ving ddng bang séng Ctru Long, qua ¢
nude thanh khiét. Qua dira 14 vat ciing gan
v6i rat nhiéu nghi 18 cta nguoi Khmer. Néu
nhu hai loai Sla-tho dang Phat va Sla-tho
bai-sdy thuong dugc dung trong cac sinh
hoat tin ngudng dan gian va mot s6 nghi 18
ton gido, thi Sla-tho dira sir dung phé bién
trong cac nghi 18 lién quan dén phong tuc
tap quan cua nguoi Khmer nhu cudi hoi,
tang ma va di tu. Trong truomg hop 1€ di tu,
nguoi Khmer dung Sla-tho dwra lam 1€ vat,
v6i ¥ nghia thé hién 10ng trong sach, thanh
khiét cua nguoi da thoat tuc dé chuén bi tré
thanh mot vi su tang.

D¢ lam Sla-tho dira, ngudi Khmer chon
nhirng trai dira twoi, got phan vo ngoai (hoic
dé nguyén vo), sau d6 cit ngang phan vo &
hai dau trén va dudi ctia qua. Qua dira dugc
cam vao mot cay tre lam tru ¢ gitra, hai b6
nhang dugc dung dung ap séat vao cot try;
hai nhénh hoa dtra (hodc hoa cau) dat &p sat
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vao bén ngoai hai b6 nhang trudc do; phia
ngoai hai nhanh hoa dira 1a 7 hodc 9 14 triu
cdm vao xung quanh mdt vong, ngoai cing
1a 7 hodc 9 trai cau (néu st dung 7 14 trau
thi s6 lugng trai cau twong tng ciing 13 7).
Cubi cung nguoi ta ding mot soi diy cb
dinh lai tap hop céc vat vira trang tri.
3. Y nghia biéu dat ciia 1€ vét Sla-tho

3.1. Tir vt liéu ché tic Ié vit dén nét
dep tém hén ciia ngwoi Khmer

Trong tam thac nguoi Khmer, cay
chudi 1a loai cdy ddc biét, loai cdy biéu
trung cho su tai sinh, cay chat roi lai moc
ra cdy méi. Nguoi ta co thé st dung toan
bd tir qua chudi, than cay chubi dé phuc vu
cho sinh hoat an udng hang ngay va cé sinh
hoat nghi 1&. Than cay chudi c6 thé dung dé
d&o khic 1am thanh 18 vét Sla-tho, hay ca
cay chudi non ciing dugc ding lam maot loai
1€ vat trong cac nghi 1& tin ngudng. Dy 1a
loai cdy chu yéu duoc nguoi Khmer ¢ tinh
Tra Vinh dung dé ché tac 18 vat cho hau hét
cac nghi 18 theo phong tuc cia minh. Bén
canh cdy chudi thi dira cling déng thoi 1a
loai nguyén liéu dugc ding phd bién dé
ché tac 18 vat. Day la nhitng loai ciy gan bo
mat thiét v6i doi séng sinh hoat ctia nguoi
Khmer. Néu nuéc cia qua dira duge xem
1a mot loai nudc thanh khiét, biéu trung
cho tam hon dep d&, trong sach cua ngudi
Khmer, thi chudi 14 loai cdy ¢ stc sinh
san va sinh truong manh ligt, bat chép sur
khic nghiét ciia ty nhién, trd thanh biéu
tuong cho su sinh soi, phat trién ciia ngudi
Khmer. Ngudi Khmer sir dung cdy chudi dé
ché tac Sla-tho trong cac nghi 1& Phat gido
v6i niém tin tuyét dbi vao sy ton tai va phat
trién ctia dao Phat. Hay trong phong tuc
cudi hoi, ngudi Khmer thuong dung 2 cay
chudi (chudi vang, chudi bac) xum xué trai
dé trang tri ngoai cong cudi, thé hién cho
viée cau mong sy sinh s6i, phat trién, mong
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mudn doi vo chong tré trim ndm hanh phc,
giau sang, phi1 quy, sinh con dan chau déng.

Tu liéu dién da ctia chung toi cho thiy,
du khong c6 quy dinh kiéng ky, nhung
ngudi Khmer ludn thé hién y thic ton trong
cdy cdi, ton trong su vat trong thién nhién.
Do vay, khi ché tac Sla-tho bai-say, trudc
khi dung dao dé deo, khic, nguoi Khmer
s& thuong nham mot vai cau véi nghia dai
khai 1a xin ta 161 v6i cdy va cau mong cdy
Ss€ tiép tuc sinh s01, phat trién. Hodc, xét vé
hinh dang, phan dau Sla-tho dang Phat ¢
hinh thap nhon dwgc lam tir than cdy chubi
non 1a mot minh chimg rd nét thé hién khat
vong vé su sinh truong, bat diét. Trong
cach ché tac Sla-tho, ngudi Khmer luu y
dén tung chi tiét nho, d6 1a viéc cim cay
nhang vio ciy Sla-tho phai chéch sang mot
bén dé tranh dam vao tam dot cdy chudi,
v6i1 ¥y nghia dé cay tiép tuc su séng, tiép tuc
sinh s6i, phat trién, thé hién 16 niém tin tin
ngudng gin v4i su khat khao, huéng dén
mot tuong lai, mdt khat vong séng tbt dep
trong doi séng tinh than cta nguoi Khmer.

Ngoai ra, nguoi Khmer chon qua dura
dé ché tac Sla-tho trong cac nghi 1& thun
tay vé Phat gido Nam Tong, nhu 18 di tu,
véi y nghia thé hién su trong sach, thanh
khiét, vé dep tam hon khong vudng bui tran
clia nguoi sap trd thanh mot vi su. Voi
nghia khac, Phat giao ddi v6i ngudi Khmer
c6 mdt vi tri dic biét quan trong, cac 1é
thirc trong ton gido phai dugc to chirc mot
cach trang nghiém, vat 1& dang cting Phat 1a
Sla-tho phai dugc 1am tir nhitng loai qua c6
nudc thanh khiét nhat, trong sach nhat (nhu
nude dira) dé thé hién sy ton kinh nhat cta
nguoi Khmer voi Dirc Phat.

Mait khac, nét dep tam hon nguoi
Khmer con thé hién & su ton trong nhiing
sang tao, nhimg di san c6 ngudn gbc tir
dao gido cua nguoi Khmer trude do, do 1a
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Ba-la-mon gido. Hién nay trong long van
héa Khmer, dao gido nay khong con giit su
chi phdi nita, ma thay vao d6 1a Phat gido
Nam Tong. Nhung du theo dao Phat, nguoi
Khmer van khong phi1 nhan, khong bac bo
hoan toan nhitng gi 1a tinh hoa, gia tri tot
dep cua thé hé trude, ma ho ¢ su chon loc,
ké thira, gin giif, va Sla-tho bai-say chinh 1a
mot trong so Ay.

3.2. Tir hinh dang 1é vit dén quan
niém, tw duy so Ié trong vin héa Khmer

Dbi v6i nguoi Khmer, tu duy gan voéi
sO 1¢ kha rd nét. Pau tién co thé thiy ngodi
chinh dién cua chua Khmer dugc quy vao
mot tam giac can, diéu nay khong chi ap
dung cho kién triic ma con ca diéu khic.
Nguoi Khmer quan niém hinh tam giac la
su hoan thién nhét, & d6 chira dung cai dep
hoan my va tuyét dbi. Tam giac tuong tng
v6i nghia biéu trung cua con s 3.

Lé vat Sla-tho cuia ngudi Khmer ciing
1a mot vat 18 biéu trung s6 16 trong Phat
gido Nam Tong: 3-5-7-09.

Vé s 3, trong Pao Phat c6 quan niém:
Hoan két trong Tam béo (Triratna): Phat,
Phap, Tang'. Thoi gian phan ba (Trikala):
qua khir, hién tai, tvong lai. Thé giéi c6
ba thanh phan (Tribhuvana): Bhu, Bhuvas,
Swar (Pat, Khi quyén, Troi) (Chevalier,
Gheerbrant, 2002: 37).

Vé sd 7, Tir dién Biéu twong van hoa
thé gidi cho rang s6 7 twong Gmg v&i 7 ngay
trong tuan, 7 cép d6 cua su hoan thién, 7
thién cau hay 7 bac tro1, 7 canh hoa héng, 7
dau cua ran ho mang & Angkor, v.v... Trong
Phat gido, 7 1a sd cac tang troi. Nguoi ta
cling da ghi nhan réng, buc Phat lac méi
sinh ra da do vii try bang nhiing budc di
theo bén hudng, mdi hudéng 7 bude. Bén
giai doan cua cudc thu nghiém giai thoat
cua Nguoi, tuong Ung voi cac dot dung

' Cac dao gia dich 1a: Pao, Kinh, Tang.
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chan mdi dot 7 ngay, dudi bdn ciy khac
nhau (Chevalier, Gheerbrant, 2002: 69, 71).

O Sla-tho déang Phit, cac vat hop thanh
M’réng Sla-tho gom c6 Roong (bé Sla-tho),
nhang, nén, va Sla-tho. Trong d6, theo quan
niém cua ngudi Khmer, R66ng dugce vi nhu
trai dat; trong trai dat nay c6 5 vi Phat thanh
dao? nén nguoi Khmer lam vat dang cung
phai ¢ sb luong 14 5, gdm 5 cdy nhang (5
cay nhang trong mgot M’rong Sla-tho dugc
dat ¢ trung tdm con dugc vi nhu anh sang
cua tri tué, 1a tri thic xuyén sudt), 5 cay
nén. Cay Sla-tho dugc ché tic nhu hinh
dang ciia ngdi thap: mit dudi cung phang
dugc vi nhu nti Tu Di (Sumeru), 3 tang
dai di¢n cho Tam Bao (Phét - Phép - Tang),
con phan trén cung hinh thap nhon trang
tri bong hoa, v6i y nghia: sy vat ton tai va
phat trién, c¢6 lac thiang c6 lac trAm, nhung
khi nd phét trién dén mot giai doan thinh
vuong nhat dinh nao d6, nd s& mat di va
mot sy vat khac lai tai sinh. Tu duy, quan
niém nay ton tai trong hinh dang céc 18 vat
ma nguodi Khmer ché tac trong cac nghi 18
ciia minh. Vi vy, trong cac 1& tung kinh
cau an t6 chirc tai gia dinh, ngudi Khmer c6
truyén théng chuan bi hai M’réng Sla-tho,
mot cai dit trong nha ¢ vi tri trude tranh
Phat v6i y nghia la nhang, dén tugng trung
cho 5 vi Phat, con ciy Sla-tho 1 hoa dé
dang dén Phat; M’rong Sla-tho con lai dat
ngoai san, dang Tevada.

O Sla-tho bai-sdy, 18 vat dugc ché tac
v6i 5, 7 hodc 9 tang. Theo tu liéu dién da
cua ching t6i, cac Achar ly gidi y nghia
ctia diéu nay nhu sau: S6 ting ctia Sla-tho
bai-say phu thudc vao ban than ddi tuong sir
dung n6 (nhiing nguoi tu hoc than thong).

2 Gom: (1) Cas-sa-pd, tirc Ca Diép; (2) Cas-cos-son-
tho, tirc Cau Luu Ton; (3) Co-niék-cam-mnd, tirc
Cau La Mau Ni; (4) Kho-dom, tirc Co Dam; (5) Xeé-
a-mé-t’ray, chinh 1a Di Lac.



Lé vat Sla-tho...

Sla-tho bai-sdy 5 ting va 7 tang su dung
cho nam gi6i; 9 tang sir dung cho nit gidi.
Ngoai ra, theo quan niém cua Phat gido,
bai-sdy 5 tﬁng dai dién cho 5 vi Phat; bai-
sdy 7 tang, hay con s6 7 noi chung trong
van hoéa Khmer tuong L’l’ng v6i 7 ngéy trong
tun. Sla-tho bai-sdy 9 ting hay sb 9 trong
vin héa Khmer 1a biéu twong cua quyen
nang, strc manh thiéng va sy truong ton cia
vil try, 1a su tuong trung cho thé gidi cuc
lac (Hura Sa Ni, 2015).

O Sla-tho dira, trang tri 7 14 trau, 7 trai
cau cho Sla-tho dira trong 1€ tu béc ty khuu
(nguoi Khmer quan niém tu bac ty khuu dé
tra on cha); Sla-tho dura trang tri 9 14 trau,
9 trai cau duoc dung cho 1€ tu bac sadi (véi
quan niém tu sadi dé tra on me).

3.3. Tir mau sdc ciia Ié vt dén tw duy
thim my ciia tc nguwoi

Tu duy tham m¥ ctia ngudi Khmer ciing
thé hién qua mau sic cua Sla-tho. Nguoi
Khmer tiép nhan truée hét anh huong cia
van hoa Ba-la-mén gido, tiép dén 1a vin
hoa Phat giao. Chinh vi thé, mau vang
duoc nguoi Khmer wa dung. Mau vang goi
khong khi hoi he, dong thoi ciing 14 sic
mau trong trang tri kién tric ton gido truyén
thong thuong gip trong cac ngdi chua Phat
gido. Nguoi Khmer & tinh Tra Vinh chon
hoa c6 mau vang 1a mau chi dao dé trang
tri Sla-tho, trong d6 loai hoa dugc st dung
nhiéu nhét la cuc van tho - mot loai hoa phé
bién, rit d& trong. Bén canh d6, hién nay
nguodi Khmer con két hop mot sé mau khac
khi trang tri Sla-tho, d6 1a cac loai hoa c6
mau do (cling 1a céac loai hoa c6 mat trong
khap phum s6c Khmer nhu ctic van tho do,
hoa gidy d6). Mau d6 dugc hiéu 1a mau cua
su hanh phtic, ndng 4m, mau cua sy khoi
dau. Nhu vay c6 thé thay, su phéi két hop
mau sic trong cach trang tri Sla-tho nhu
mang theo mot béng ching van héa, mdt
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tu duy thim my, thé hién sy sinh dong cta
cudc sdng va tin ngudng, tén gido noi day.
Hinh anh mau vang, mau dé ruc rd, séng
dong, twoi méi ciing chinh 1a su sbéng, tu
duy thim my ban dia doc dao va nét tim
hon phong phu ctia ngudi Khmer Nam bo.

Ngoai ra, tr duy thim my cua nguoi
Khmer con biéu hién qua su sap xép Sla-tho
mdt cach co trat tu, co trude co sau. Lé vat
Sla-tho luén duoc ché tac thanh mot cap,
thé hién vé dep cua su hoa hop, vién man
hay 1 biéu trung cho mong mudn huéng
dén sy hoan thién, t6t dep trong cudc séng
va trong tim hon ngudi Khmer.
Két luin

Sla-tho 1a mét thanh tb quan trong,
doc dao gop phan tao nén nhitng gid tri
dac sic trong van hoa, nghi 18 Khmer.
Sla-tho khong don thuan chi 1a mot 18 vat, no
con mang nhiing ky hi€u van hoa, biéu thi
¥ nghia sau sic vé quan niém song, tu duy
thdm my va biéu trung sd 1é trong vin hoa
Khmer. Hinh anh Sla-tho thé hién rd su sang
tao, nét dep tam hon gén lién v&i niém tin tin
ngudng, ton gido nguoi Khmer. Day cling
chinh 13 nhiing gié tri nhan van siu sic luén
truong ton, biéu trung cho vé dep tim hon
con nguoi Khmer trong cudc song tir truyén
théng cho dén hién tai va ca tuong lai 0
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