Vietnam’s feudal state...

VIETNAM'S FEUDAL STATE MANAGED PARACEL ISLANDS AND WATERS
OF VIETNAM IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA FOR CENTURIES

Tracking the history, we can find
that, since Ly Dynasty, Vietnam’s
feudal states had been interested in
mapping national territory. According to
Kham dinh Viét sw thong gidm cuong
muc: “Spring of 1075,... Ly Thuong
Kiét ordered to map river and mountain
topography of three mountain districts
which were B Chinh, Ma Linh and Dia
Ly’ (Kham dinh Viét sw thong gidm
cuong muc, Volume 1, 2007, p.332).
Dai Viét su ky toan thu also stated: ... In
November of the 22™ year of Dai Pinh
(1161), reign of Emperor Ly Anh Tong,
the emperor ordered T6 Hién Thanh to
be Admiral Captain, P4 An Di to be
Deputy Admiral Captain, bringing 20
thousand soldiers to patrol Southwest
coasts to keep peace in the border
regions (Dai Viét suw ky toan thu,
Volume 1, 1998, p.323). Also as stated in
Pai Viét sir ky toan thu: in the 10" year of
Chinh Long Bao Ung (1172), reign of
Emperor Ly Anh Tong, in the spring in
February, the emperor once again
patrolled islands on the boundaries in the
Northern and Southern states, mapped and
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noted on the scenery to bring back (Pai
Viét su ky toan thu, Volume 1, 1998,
p.325).

The later emperors followed Ly Dynasty
to continue mapping the country. In the
reign of L& Thanh Tong (year 1470),
there was map for the entire country and
Hong Pire ban do; in the reign of L&
Trung hung, D6 B4 drew Thién Nam tir
chi 16 do6; in Nguyén Dynasty, there was
map in the reign of Pong Khinh with
the title Pong Khdnh dia dw chi. About
records on national geography, since
Early L€ Dynasty, we had Nam Viét du
dia chi of Nguyén Trai (1380 - 1442),
recording geography of Vietnam since
the reign of Kinh Duong Vuong until Lé
Dynasty. In the following centuries,
geography books written by Vietnamese
continued to develop: In the reign of
Mac Canh Lich (1548 - 1553), there was
O chéu cdn luc complied by Duong Vin
An on geography of O chau (land from
Quéng Binh to Thira Thién - Hué). In Lé
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Trung hung dynasty, there was Phu bién
tap luc complied by L€ Quy Don in the
37™ year of Lé Canh Hung (1776)
recording on geography and history, in
which there was Quang Nam.
Geography category was especially very
developed in Nguyén Dynasty, such as:
Dai Nam quéc cuwong gioi vung bién of
Hoang Hiru XUng, Pgi Viét dia du toan
bién of Phuong Dinh Nguyén Vin Siéu,
Hoang Viét dia dw chi, Nam quéc dia du
chi of Lwong Thic Pam (Trinh Khic
Manh, 2009). This proves that, in the
history of developing and defending the
country, since Ly Dynasty to Nguyén
Dynasty, Vietnam’s state was always
interested in territory of the country,
both land-based and offshore islands. In
this article, we would like to introduce:
Management of Vietnam’s feudal state
for Paracel, Spratly and waters of the
South China Sea recorded in Hin Nom
documents.

Until now, we have collected many Han-
NOm documents recording this subject
which shows consistent positions and
views that Vietnam’s feudal state
managed Paracel, Spratly and waters of
Vietnam in the South China Sea. These
documents are managed by the State,
valuable in terms of science and used as
legal basis asserting sovereignty of
Vietnam over Paracel, Spratly and
waters of Vietnam in the South China
Sea. The content of these Han-No6m
documents can be summarized into three
main issues as follows:

First, every year, the State sent people
to Paracel to measure, mark and map to
submit to the court (Trinh Khac Manh,

2013). We would like to outline a
number of field trips to Paracel of
Vietnamese in the reign of Nguyén
Dynasties as follows:

The Dai Nam thuc luc was compiled by
Nguyén Dynasty’s Historical Office
since the 2™ year of Minh Ménh (1821)
until the 3" year of Duy T4n (1909) and
printed in turn from the 4™ year of Thiéu
Tri (1844) until the 3™ year of Duy Tan
(1909). This chronicle of Nguyén
Dynasty recorded historic period of 300
years, since Nguyén Hoang proclaimed
Lord in Cochinchina (1558), until the 3"
year of Péng Khanh (1888). The Pai
Nam thuc luc carved board is being kept
in Woodblock storage at Vietnam Center
for National Archives no. 4 (Pa Lat), has
been recognized by UNESCO as World
Documentary Heritage in 2009 under
Memory of the World Program; the
printed version is stored at the Institute of
Héan-Nom Studies and in French Republic.
According to the records in Dai Nam thuc
luc, after establishing Nguyén Dynasty,
Emperor Gia Long continued works of
Nguyén Lords which were sending
people to explore seaways to Paracel,
continuing to measure, mark and map to
assert sovereignty of Vietnam’s state
over this archipelago.

In the 14" year of the Gia Long (1815),
the Emperor sent Hoang Sa Company to
explore seaways to Paracel: “In Year of
At Hoi — the 14™ year of the Gia Long
(1815),... sent Hoang Sa Company
which included Pham Quang Anh to
Paracel to explore and survey seaways/
4oz g BE DY R T8 B BRI O B S AR
oY B OE K B (A2772/9, Part 1,
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volume 50, page 6a). In the 15" year of
Gia Long (1816), Emperor Gia Long
continued to send Hoang Sa Company to
explore seaways to Paracel: “In Year of
Binh Ty — the 15" year of Gia Long
(1816), sent the naval team and
Hoang Sa Company to sail to Paracel to
explore and survey seaways/iN 5 % |
T A K CHE B v vb B OSRe AT s b IR
K (A.2772/9, Part 1, volume 52, page
15a). And a very important thing
recorded by Dai Nam thuc luc was “In
Year of Pinh Stru — the 16" year of Gia
Long (1817),... a Macau boat parked in
Da Ning submitted Paracel map.
(Emperor) rewarded 20 ounces of silver/
THFEFNFE. BB E LR
BROEOSR T W7 (AL2772/9, Part 1,
Volume 55, page 19b). Thus, following
Nguyén Lords, Emperor Gia Long was
always interested in Paracel and
considered it as sacred territory of the
country, always sent people there to
explore. Especially, boat of Macau of
Thanh Dynasty had and submitted
Paracel map to Emperor Gia Long
without submitting to its state. This
suggests that, Paracel belonged to Great
Nam at that time and its map should
have been submitted to the emperor of
Great Nam, the managing state of this
archipelago.

In the reign of Emperor Minh M¢nh,
exploration, survey and measurement of
Paracel were conducted by the state
more frequently, on larger scale and
more specifically. Dgi Nam thuc luc
stated: “In March, spring of Year of
Gidp Ngo - the 15" year of Minh Ménh
(1834),... sent Gidm thanh D@1 truéng

Truong Phuc Si with the naval team of
20 men to sail to Paracel of Quang Ngai
to map/"W A4 W] A+ EAFE S L B R
WBf R 5R AR A BOK B b Bk N TR T A
[ # 8 vb i I A (AL2772/26, Part
2, volume 122, page 32b). Two years
later, the survey of Paracel was ordered
by Emperor Minh Mé¢nh more
specifically and on larger scale.
Furthermore, Emperor Minh M¢nh also
ordered to mark to assert national
sovereignty: “In January, spring of Year
of Binh Than — the 17" year of Minh
Ménh (1836)... Ministry of Works said:
Within our sea boundary, there is
Paracel which is very important. In the
past, people were sent annually to
explore everywhere to get familiar with
the seaways. Please allow from this year
onwards, on the last ten days of January,
to recruit Local naval soldiers and Gidm
thanh to take a boat to Quang Ngdi and
Binh Dinh provinces on the first ten days
of February, following guidance of 4
boats rented from local people to Paracel,
regardless of any island or any beach.
When arriving, they have to immediately
measure length, width, height, perimeter
and sea level surrounding, whether it is
shallow or deep, whether there is
sandbank or reef, how difficult the
topography is. Measurement should be
done carefully and mapped. Should record
clearly the departure date, seaport of
departure, arrival date and estimated the
number of miles based on the journey.
Looking to the shore from that land,
should check which county it is directly
opposite, which county it is opposite in
oblique direction, how many mile it is
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from the coast, record everything,
explain clearly and submit when
returning. The emperor approved the
request, ordered Commander of Naval
team Pham Htru Nhat to bring warships,
also let them bring 10 wooden poles to
mark wherever they went. (Each pole
was 5 feet long, 5 inches wide, 1 inch
thick. The surfaces of the poles were
inscripted with words Year of Binh
Than, the 17" year of Minh Ménh
(1836), Chief Commander of Naval
team Pham Hitu Nhat followed the order
to go to Paracel to measure and mark/m
B+ EEEEN. LHES AR
i 58 o Vb d T B AT E WO T JE 4R
WOUR AL B DL R S B A UL AR B
JE E H R Ao R K B oA In A B O R
ISR LI I Sy = I ) B 1O O
E A R BRI DU w5l B AR
VA A N (I I T IR O el
AR R I R U U5 3 N
WA Y A b By S B B T
ARE OB e A A RCE AT B e 1
v B U7 ) BB R BT R OK R
APH MR RN EREANEFIE
E PR RO PR O R ]
o] &Y Mg R A A HL—— b R W] PO o] R
Mo K H R KIS A H R M
(Gl i Ny i A VA T (L S
DA T By O 11 S I i s o SRV R
KHEIEREEREEA N ZEadwy M
FE &Rt %) (AL 2772/32, Part 2,
Volume 165, page 24b-25a). With the
interest of Emperor Minh Ménh and
efforts of mandarins, in 1838, Emperor
Minh Ménh had a more detailed drawing
of Paracel: “On the 1*' of July, autumn
of Year of Mau Tuét — the 19" year of
Minh Ménh (1838),... Junior mandarin

of Ministry of Works who was D6 Mau
Thuoéng followed order to perform
public service in Paracel, returned and
submitted the map. The Emperor found
[this mandarin] explored many places,
measured and mapped thoroughly, more
superior than previous envoys. D6 Mau
Thuong and other fellow colleagues
were awarded with more clothes and
money/% & B dr T JLEK B AWM. T«
SIS N = G S i g /A 1] D
HE 7 LLIL KRR 2 OpT M RE B B OET KR
SO B AR K AE AT ONSE S I H K B
8 7 (A.2772/32, Part 2, volume 194,
page 7b-8a).

Another historical record of Nguyén
Dynasty which is Quéc triéu chinh bién
todt yéu also recorded quite detailed
about Vietnamese measured and mapped
Paracel: “Suit d6i thuy quin of the
Naval team who was Pham Hiru Nhat
brought warships to Quang Ngai,
directly to Paracel, regardless of any
islands or sand dunes, to measure
length, width, height, perimeter and
checked whether there was any sandy
beach, reef surrounding and how
dangerous the topography was. How
many miles it was from the estuary by
waterways, which local coast it belonged
to, recorded everything clearly,
approved to bring wooden poles to
mark, measured and mapped to submit
when returning/i /K # % B Ju H H R ST
Fi AT e # BLAE WD R A T Ry W b
PO R B e R TR K DY AT A D A
b oy BB ] W O T EOK R E A KR
I UL T B b T — — W] YR A BE R R R
BB ST A Rk A 48 fE A JE 0] B (VHy.
1581/2, page 118a-118b).
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Besides historical documents recording
surveys, measurements and markings on
Paracel of Vietnamese during Nguyén
Dynasty, there are legal documents
issued by the state recording this issue
very thoroughly, it is Administrative
documents. They recorded quite
adequately and detailed about Nguyén
Lords and Emperors sending people to
explore, survey seaways, mark and map
on Paracel.

Picture 1: Administrative document from
the 17™ year of Minh Ménh (1836)
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- Administrative  document no. 1,
recorded on February 12", the 17" year
of Minh Ménh reigned (1836) (Picture 1).
Translation:

February 12" the 17 year of Minh
M¢énh (1836)

Ministry of Works reported:

Today received documents of the
Cabinet following order to assign the
Ministry (in which) the document said:
Boats are dispatched to Paracel, each
boat shall carry 10 wooden posts

(wooden poles, each pole was 4-5 feet
long, 1 inch thick — this was written by
Emperor Minh Ménh on the side) written
in big fonts and inscripted deeply the
words: Write the name of foreman of the
naval team, year of Binh Than, the 17
year of Minh M¢énh reign (1836),
followed order to survey Paracel. When
reaching Paracel, decarmate to mark.
Please follow the order.

This time, Chanh dgi truéng of Naval
team sent to Paracel was Pham Hitu
Nhat, at Mao hour yesterday, he took a
boat from Thudn An estuary to (Quang)
Ngai province. The Ministry please
prepare urgently sufficient wooden poles,
inform Quang Ngii immediately, deliver
urgently (that number of wooden poles)
to this mandarin. So would like to report:
- Administrative document no. 2,
recorded on July 13" the 18" year of
Minh Ménh (1837) (Picture 2).
Translation:

Ha Duy Phién, Ly Van Phuc followed

Picture 2: Administrative document from the
18™ year of Minh Ménh (1837)
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the order:

Previously sent the Fleet, Gidm thanh
with soldiers from Binh Dinh, Quéng
Ngai provinces to survey Paracel. Now,
they have returned. Except Thuy su Suét
doi Pham Van Bién was dispatched by
the Capital to return after the date,
navigator dispatched by the province
were Vi Van Hung, Pham Van Sénh
and boatman Luu Dtrc Truc, all 4 people
received order to be punished, scourged.
About soldiers who were sailing with
the team, they were very strenuous, so
award each soldier 1 month of salary,
each labor worker 2 strings of 1000
coins, in which crew members
dispatched by the province are let to
return to  hometown to  work.
Particularly, fouled Bién chitc Gidm
thanh who was Truong Viét Sodi,
previously a Proveditor overseeing
gunpowder-making had been found
guilty and sanctioned post-prison behead
(beheaded but being jailed until trial in
autumn). Last year, he was sent to
Paracel and to construct Gia Dinh city
for atonement, now he was sent to
survey Paracel. Although 11 sandy
beaches and islands were surveyed,
mapping was not done carefully so he
was exiled to do slave work many times
and repented, hence spare Truong Viét
Sodi, let him be soldier protecting Gidm
thanh, atoning previous guilt depending
on orders later. Please follow the order.
The Ministry followed the order, wrote
down clearly full names of 22 soldiers,
20 Fleet members, 2 vién Giam thanh
and 31 labor workers going to Paracel
this time, enclosed hereby.

Nguyén Vian Hyu followed the order to
draft.

Ha Duy Phién, Ly Van Phuc followed the
order to proofread.

- Administrative document no. 3,
recorded on April 2", the 19" year of
Minh Ménh (1838) (Picture 3).

Picture 3: Administrative document from
the 19™ year of Minh Ménh (1838)
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Translation:
Ministry of Works reported

Following the order to send men to
Paracel, the Ministry would request to
sail to (Paracel) in the last 10 days of
March to measure and survey the land,
returning in the last 10 days of June.
Following the approval of the emperor,
the Ministry sent Binh Dinh, Quang
Ngai provinces order to implement and
select guards, Gidm thanh astrologers
and Fleet, warships to go first. Today
received document from Quang Ngai
province  presenting each  item
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specifically that warships sent by the
capital arrived on March 21*. Civil ships
of Binh Dinh province also arrived on
April 3™, Navigator Pham Vian Sénh
also arrived on the 9™ of that month.
According to the detailed presentation of
Envoy, from the 10" to the 26™ of April,
East wind blew continuously, it was not
convenient for sailing. Provincial
governor observed and found that so he
urgently asked for delay until there was
favorable South wind for sailing
immediately and continue to report. The
Ministry followed the order to review:
The survey and measurement in Paracel
had clear sailing schedule which was the
last 10 days of March, however, due to
wind direction and water were not
favorable, (the schedule) was extended
until the last 10 days of April, if sailing
was not conducted by that time, it would
be overdue. (The Ministry) based on the
fact to report fully.

Lé Van Con followed order to draft.

Ha Duy Phién, Pham Thé Trung
followed order to proofread.

- Administrative document no. 4, recorded
on June 21%, the 19" year of Minh Ménh
(1838) (Picture 4).

Translation:
Ministry of Works reported

Today received D6 Mau Thuong, Guard
Lé Trong B4 under the agency of the
Ministry (went to perform public service
in Paracel) returning. The Ministry has
asked, these officials said that this time
(the survey team) had gone to 25 islands
in 3 regions (in which, after checking,

12 islands had been visited by the teams
every year, 13 islands had never been
visited).  However, according to
navigator Vii Van Hung, Paracel had 4
regions. This time, 3 regions were
surveyed, there was 1 region in the
South, quite far away from another
regions, South wind also blew very
strongly, sailing to that place was not
convenient, if waiting for favorable
wind, it would be very late, please wait
until next year (to send boat) to that
place. Again reviewed 4 maps brought
(3 specific maps of the regions, 1
general map), and 1 incomplete diary,
requested the Ministry’s subject to
carefully examine and urge them to
modify and complete to submit.
According to the report of these people,
during the trip, they had collected 1
copper cannon, red corals, sea birds and
turtles. Now they have brought here.
Respectfully submit document to report.

Picture 4: Administrative document from
the 19th year of Minh Ménh (1838)
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Thang Huy Than followed order to draft.

Ha Duy Phién, Ly Van Phuc followed
order to proofread.

- Document no. 5 (Ly Son document),
recorded on April 15", the 19" year of
Minh Ménh (1834) (Picture 5).

Translation:

Financial mandarin, legal mandarin of
Quang Ngai province conducted
licensing.

According to document of Ministry of
Defense received last month: Following
the (the Emperor’s) decree for the
Ministry, first please dispatch 3 ships,
repair them carefully and wait in the
Capital. Envoys and Local naval team
shall go first to coordinate to explore
lands of Paracel. Please follow the order.

(Following the order to) select, dispatch
3 fast, light ships in the province with
essential items for ships, all those items
were repaired. Again selected Vii Van
Hung, who had been sent previously and
selected men who were marine
proficient amongst coastal labor workers
to recruit as sailors to row at the front
and the back. Each boat had 8 people, so
there were 24 people. When it came to
last 10 days of March and the wind was
favorable, the ships set sail.

Now everything has been taken care of,
envoys have sailed on light ships there.
Now considering that marine proficient
men who is Pang Vin Xiém can take
responsibility of boatman, deserves a
license, please take a ship with sailors
following soldiers and Vii Van Hung to
Paracel to perform public services. This
trip is especially significant, should be

devoted to perform well. If there is
negligence, felony shall be set.

Second, the state set a naval team called
Hoang Sa, Bac Hai to perform voyages
to manage sea, islands.

Picture 5: Administrative document from
the 15" year of Minh Ménh (1834)
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Dai Viét sie ky tuc bién wrote in the
15" year of Canh Hung reign (1754),
Hoang Sa Company included 70 men,
added men from the village of An Vinh:
“Binh Son in Quang Ngii prefecture
sailed to Paracel beach, found 2 fossils
on the island, drifted to Thanh Lan
estuary of Van Xuong district, L6 Chau
province (Thanh country) by the wind.
Local government questioned then
returned them home. Emperor Thé Téng
Hiéu Vi Hoang [i.e. Nguyén Phic
Khoat (1738 - 1765)] ordered Governor
of Thuan Hoéa who was Thuc Luong to
send reply. On the sea of An Vinh
village, there are more than 130 islands,
one day or few hours away from each
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other if travelling by boat. On the island,
there is fresh water spring. There is
Hoang Sa beach on the island, estimated
30 miles long, flat and has clear water.
There are numerous nests on the island.
On the sandbank, there are also zebra
snails which are also called elephant-ear
snails by the native, turban snails,
babylon snails, sea worms, sea
cucumbers, sea turtles etc. Hoang Sa
Company included 70 men from the
village of An Vinh, in turn taking boat to
the island to find products. Annually, in
March, they would out to the sea,
bringing 6 months of foods, sail for 3
days and 3 nights before reaching the
island. They could find freely there,
whatever they found, they had to submit
to Phu Xuin when returning to Eo
estuary in August. During that time,
there were people who found money,
lead, tin, copper pots, guns, weapons,
ivories, porcelain bowls etc./ [ # i
1T W O O S NIUAN = B I\ /A
HEI B LI A = 7/ I IR N
MO SC B BR W O 7 B A ik [l AR
EE A A S TV Rl [ I AT e S
Ay LLAR 7R A AN R B =
| 8 TH A £ 5l

—HREERHEES EAHREZ TR
o &9 = 1k BLOP oK 0 B0 W i o
WA SRR A4 UR IR R IR A i Uil
SIFEY L H WKL+ F U LKA
752 7 42 ME ) U AR BB B Bl =
SEAL R AR N 0 FURES BE B = H = A
EWERAAERERBASE TR
EPNCIES T 3 EAGPIE
OB B BB A 2w " (HV.119,
volume 3, page 3a). Phu bién tap luc
wrote: "Lord Nguyén established Bac Hai

Company, there was no fixed number of
men. Men were either taken from Tu
Chinh village or Canh Duong commune
of Binh Thuén province. Who volunteered
would be granted to go. The Ministry
ordered Hoang Sa Company to manage.../
Br PG S AL B E R B0 R DY B R
N oS B A N B N R AT E R 2
=P B F B (AL184/1, volume 2, page
28b1, page 28b/4, and 28b/6).

In addition to send men to Paracel, the
state also ordered to build shrine and
place stone tablets on Paracel. It was
clearly stated in Dai Nam thuc luc as
follows: "The Emperor told the Ministry
of Works: it is difficult to distinguish the
shallowness of a strip of Paracel located
in waters of Quang Ngai where the
water and the sky have the same color
when looking from far away. Recently,
many merchant boats have had accidents.
Now, we should prepare boats, next year,
we will send men there to build shrine,
place stone tablets and plant more trees "
(A.2772/23, volume 104, page 18b/6).
Again, Kham dinh Dai Nam hoi dién su
Ié also recorded this event: "In the 17"
year, as it was reported that Paracel was
an important sea boundary. In the 15
year of Minh M¢nh, once sent Local
naval soldier and Gidm thanh to review
together, due to strong wind, exploration
of this place could not be done. Last
year, (men) was sent there again to build
shrine, place stone tablets and map.../ +
LR RO M WY R R B %W
fr b AR K B AT
OB LD R B R BE R A MR R
P/ i IR <LV A S VO B S
WA AU L R R OR AR R LR

UM
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R 2 EAT B B R E AR E
# e 4%...” (VHv.1570/36, volume 221,
page 26a/6).

Third, Vietnam’s feudal
always  interested in
Vietnamese generations the respect
towards sovereignty over Paracel,
Spratly and waters of the South China
Sea. In Han-NOom documents, books
teaching Hén characters for first grade,
there was also content about sovereignty
of Vietnam over Paracel, Spratly and
waters of the South China Sea.

state were
educating

- Khdi dong thuyét wéce, printed in the
reign of Emperor Ty Duc, Year of Tan
Ty (1881), was the book teaching about
society, history, geography..., in which
there was a map stating Paracel was
under sovereignty of Vietnam.

- Tu than luan Iy khoa, recording
behaviors between emperor and subject,
husband and wife, friends etc., there

were examples in the history of Vietnam.

Section about geography of Quang Ngai
province stated  Paracel under
sovereignty of Vietnam “Quéang Ngai
province, adjacent to Quang Nam in
the North, Binh Dinh in the South, Ai
Lao in the west, sea in the East, has
prefecture called Tu Nghia, including
M6 bDuc, Chuong Mi, Binh Son
districts. It is mountainous with more
than 130 mountains, belonged to Binh
Son country. It has Paracel with about
10 miles long/J# 2% 4 dbt 5 i ¥ 4 5K
FoE AR A R RME T — i R
MK R AR L CF 55RO
AURNE SIS TR SR E I ol i B

gk R ofTow Y RO+ B
(VHv.2645, page 11b).

The above evidences show that,
Vietnam’s feudal state was always

aware of protecting sovereignty over
Paracel and waters of the South China
Sea. Thus, it is obvious that Paracel was
the archipelago located in the South
China Sea within territory of Vietnam
which was managed by feudal states of
dynasties. For a long time, these two
archipelagoes have become the location
where Vietnamese residents live and
exploit products, become the subject for
record and research of Vietnamese
scientists. Based on Han-N6om documents,
we have had sufficient valuable
evidences, proving convincingly the
sovereignty of Vietnam’s state over
Paracel and waters of the South China
Sea. These are solid bases in terms of
history, science and law Q
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