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CHU'C NANG CUA BUA ONG BON
TRONG CONG PONG NGUOI HOA O HUYEN CAU KE, TINH TRA VINH!

Tém tit: Hang nam, vao thang Bdy dm lich, 1é héi Ong Bon hay con goi Vu Lan thing
héi tai huyén Cau Ké, tinh Tra Vinh thu hit hang nghin ngwoi dan khdp noi vé tham di. Yéu
16 tao nén sw hdap dan cho 1é héi nay la nghi 1é Ong Bén nhdp xdc va viét biia — mot nghi 1é
t6n gido c6 chirc nang quan trong doi véi cong dong ngueoi Hoa tai dia phwong. Bai viét trén
co s¢ chike nang ludn ciia Malinowski, chirc ndng cdu tric ciia Radcliffe-Brown ciing nhitng
dir liéu phong van sdu va quan sat tham di, cdc tdc gia tdp trung nghién ciru vé chire nang
ciia biia Ong Bon trong céng dong ngwoi Hoa tai huyén Cau Ké, tinh Tra Vinh; tir 36 dwa ra
nhitng nhan dinh vé gia tri cua bua éng Bon trong viéc bao ton, duy tri sw on dinh van héa
céng dong va thiic ddy suw phat trién kinh té dia phirong.

Tir khéa: Nghi 16, biia Ong Bén, nhdp xdc, ngwoi Hoa, Tra Vinh.

Din nhip

Tai huyén Cau Ké&?, nguoi Hoa chiém khoang 0,25% dan sb, chu yéu 1a nguoi Tridu
Chau (Ban Dan toc tinh Tra Vinh, 2019). Piém dic sic cua 18 hoi Ong Bon & day khong nam
& quy md hoanh trang ma nam & tinh thiéng ciia viéc nghi 18 Ong Bon nhap xac®. Véi nhimng
yéu t6 phi thuong cua xac Ong Bén nhu ngdi kiéu dao, tim dau séi, rach 1udi,... cho thay
niém tin cta ngudi dan vao Ong Bon ngdy cang gia ting. Nhitng 1a bua dugc xac Ong Bon
viét lai cang trd nén linh thiéng va dugc ngudi dan thinh vé véi nhidu muc dich khac nhau.

Nghién clru vé tin ngudng va 1& hoi Ong Bén d3 danh dugc sy quan tam cua nhiéu hoc gia
nghién ciru. Nam 2013, Tran Phong Quang nghién ctru tin ngudng Ong Bon tir goc do shaman
gi4o va trinh bay chi tiét ngudn gdc, co sd tho tyr Ong Bon tai huyén Cau Ké va nhin manh dén
cac yéu to shaman gido trong nghi 1& Ong Bon nhap xéac. Dic biét, tac gia cung cap nhiéu tu liéu
quy vé cudc doi ctia ngudi nhap xac Ong Bon tai dia phuong. Dua trén quan diém chic ning
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luén, Dang Hoang Lan (2014) da dua ra nhimng khai quat vé ngudn gdc va tin ngudng Ong Bon
tai Nam B0 va phén tich qué trinh chuyén hoa thd cing Ong Bon tir nhién than sang nhan than,
tir don chirc ning dén da chirc nang. O goc nhin vin hoa, Tran Hong Lién (2017) nghién ctru tin
ngudng Ong Bén véi ling kinh dung hop van hoa qua Vu Lan thing hoi tai bén ngdi miéu Ong
Bon & huyén Cau K¢ tinh Tra Vinh. Nghién ctru phan tich nhitng biéu hién cta hdn dung vin
hoa nhu mot diéu tit yéu ciia qua trinh cong cu toc ngudi tai dia phuong. Nhin chung, cac tac gia
trén da cung cip nhiéu tu liéu gia tri vé& ngudn gbc, nghi 1& thd cung, cac yéu td shaman gido
trong tin ngudng Ong Bon tai huyén Cau Ké. Tuy nhién, cic tac gia chua c6 diéu kién dé phan
tich sau chirc nang bua Ong Bén trong doi sdng cong ddng. Duya trén 1y thuyét chirc ning cua
Malinowski va chirc ning ciu tric ciia Radcliffe-Brown, bai viét tap trung phén tich chirc ning
ctia bua Ong Bon & ca tAm 1y c4 nhan va x3 hoi.

Nghién ctru sir dung phuong phap dinh tinh, thu thap dir liéu bang phong van sdu va quan
sat tham du trong 3 chuyén dién da (8/2022, 1/2023, 2/2023) tai huyén Cau K¢é. Chiing toi thuc
hién 19 cudc phong van véi ngudi nhap xac (2 cude), ban quan tri miéu (6 cudc), chuyén gia (3
cudc), nguoi thd va st dung bua (6 cude) (gom ca ngudi o trong va ngoai huyén) va chinh
quyén dia phuong (2 cudc). Phong van nhim 1am rd muc dich, cach sir dung va thai d¢ ing xu
v6i bua Ong Bon. Song song d6, chiing t6i quan sat tham du tai bén co s& tho tw chinh Ong Bon
gdm Minh Pirc Cung, Van Ung Phong Cung, Van Nién Phong Cung, Nién Phong Cung va mé
rong quan sat tai nha riéng, co so kinh doanh c6 thd, dan bua Ong Bon. Pay 1a nhiing khong
gian phan anh chan thuc niém tin va thuc hanh tin ngudng cua cong dong.

1. Vu Lan Thing Hdi va bua Ong Bon tai huyén Cau Ké
1.1. Tin ngwong vé Ong Bon tai huyén Ciu Ké

Quan niém vé Ong Bon trong cong dong ngudi Hoa khac nhau tity dia phuong, c6 noi
xem 14 nhién than nhu Huyén Thién Thugng Dé* hay con goi 1a Ong Bic Dé ¢ Binh Duong,
¢O noi gén C)ng Bén voi nhitng nhan vt lich st nhu Phuc Ba Tudéng Quan, Chau Dat Quan,
Trinh Hoa, Trinh An, Tran Uyén,... Riéng tai Cau K¢, Ong Bén khong c6 mot tén goi hay lai
lich cu thé ma duge goi la Bén Pau Cong, kem theo sb thr tu gém Dai Bén Pau Cong, Nhi
Bon Pau Cong, Tam Bon Pau Cong va T Bon Pau Cong. Cach goi ndy vira khang dinh
quan hé bang hiru giita bén Ong Bon, vira tao nén mot hé thong thd ty khép kin, mang y nghia
tuong tro gitra cac dia phuong tir qua khtr dén hién tai.

Vao khoang cubi thé ky XIX, mot s nguoi Hoa di cu da mang theo cac twong ong Bon
bang gd tir Trung Qudc sang. Sau d6, 4 co s tin ngudng cua ngudi Hoa huyén Cau Ke 1an luot
duoc hinh thanh, day 14 noi thd cing Bon Pau Cong hay Bon Dau Phude Than, nguoi dan dia

4 Huyén Thién Thuong Dé 1a mot tin ngudng lau doi trong vin hoa Trung Hoa, gén lién voi nhiéu than tich, tiéu biéu
nhat duoc ghi trong bd Bic Du Chan V5. Theo d6, ngai duoc xem 1a mot hoa than ciia Ngoc Hoang Thuong Dé, giang
trin dé trir gian diét ac. Trong Thdi thuong thuyét chan vo diéu kinh chii, Thai Thuong Lao Quan giai thich rang Huyén
Vil 1a Thuy Khi Tién Thién, hoa than tir Ngii Linh Huyén Lo, vén ciing tir Nguyén Thuy tmg hoa. Vao thoi Tam
Hoang, ngai lan luot ha giang véi cac danh hiéu Thai Thity Chan Nhén, Thai So Chan Nhan va Thai T6 Chan Nhan.
Vao thoi Hoang Dé, ngai sinh lam Vwong Tur & Tinh Nhac Qudc, sau tu dao, hiéu 1a Tiém Van Ti. Vi Dao lap cong,
ngai dugc Ngoc Hoang Thugng Dé gia phong hiéu 1a Huyén Dé vé sau goi 1a Huyén Thién Thuong DE.
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phuong quen goi 1a chua® Ong Bon (Tran Phong Quang, 2013: 20). Trén thuc té, ngudi din
khong quan tdm nhiéu dén Ong Bon 1a ai, tir ddu dén, ho chi quan tAm dén sy linh thiéng ciia
Ong Bén ¢6 thé thoa man nhu cau tinh than cho ho. Do d6, 1 bai, thinh bua Ong Bén la diéu
quan trong ddi voi nguoi dan dia phuong va nhimg ngudi phuong xa tim dén vi thin nay.

Hién tai, & Cau K¢ c6 7 co sé tin ngudng thd Ong Bén, trong d6 c¢6 4 co so Ong Bén 13 dbi
twong the chinh gdm: Minh Dac Cung (FA/# =) con goi la chua Tra Khéo, th Dai Bon Dau
Cong (KAFAA) tirc Ong Bon Nhit; Van Ung Phong Cung (%5 /i % =7 con goi chua Giita, tho
Nhi Bén DPau Cong (—-AFEZY) tie Ong Bén Nhi; Van Nién Phong Cung (5 4F 2 =) con goi
chua Cho, thd Tam Boén Pau Cong (= AFEZY) tirc Ong Bon Ba va Nién Phong Cung (£ & =)
con goi chiia Cay Sanh, the T Bon Dau Cong (VU AFHA) tire Ong Bon Tu.

L& hoi Ong Bon hién nay dugc to chirc vao thang Bay am lich, trang voi khung thoi
gian ctia 1& Vu Lan Phat gido. L& hoi dién ra trong nhiéu ngay, to chirc tuan ty tai cic miéu
Ong Bo6n véi nhiéu hoat dong va nghi 1&. Trudc khi 1& hoi dién ra, Ban T6 chic ciing ngudi
dan trang hoang cd xi, dén 16ng, biéu ngit khap noi, cac gian tho duoc vé sinh, két hoa, treo
dén ruc &, nha Vo ca® dat thém nhiéu bé tho, bai vi,... Cu thé thoi gian 18 hoi tai 4 miéu theo
am lich nhu sau: co s& Van Ung Phong Cung, t6 chiic tir miing 08 - 10/7; co s& Nién Phong
Cung t6 chirc ngay 15 - 16/7; co s& Minh Pic Cung t6 chirc ngay 18 - 20/7; co s¢ Van Nién
Phong Cung t6 chirc ngay 25-28/7.

Ngudi dan Cau Ké c6 cau “Hai 1im vao dam, Hai tdm ra gian” dé chi cho khoang thoi
gian dién ra 18 hdi v6i nhiéu nghi 1& doc d4o nhat tai Van Nién Phong Cung. L& hoi bat dau
v6i L& Thinh chu Phat, than thanh dién ra vao sang 25/7. Poan rudc gém cd 1ong, long dinh
va ban nhac di chuyén tor Van Nién Phong Cung dén chua Van Hoa thinh Phat, dén dinh An
Phy thinh than Hoang Bon canh rdi lan lugt thinh Ong Bon ¢ Minh Pic Cung, Van Ung
Phong Cung va Nién Phong Cung. Pdm rudc quay vé Van Nién Phong Cung an vi, dan nhac
18 thay phién lién tuc tdu nhac ca ngoi chuc mung. Tiép dén 13 cac 18 nhu L& Thinh kinh
(Panh Pong), L& Hung tac’, Trinh t6 khai chung, L& Khai quang, khai kinh, X4 hac®.

Rang sang ngay 26/7, L& Thuyét khoa nghinh c6 hon duoc dién ra boi chu ting, phat ti.
Tiép dén 1a L& thinh thung bon mang, té Tién hién, Hau hién. Budi chiéu cing ngay dién ra
L& Giwong phan v&i 2 ciy phan to dugc dung 1én véi ngu ¥ 1am noi nwong tya cho ¢ hon.

Lé& Cling ngo duoc dién ra vao ngay 27/7. Chu ting tung kinh ciing dudng chu Phat va
than thanh sau d6 phat tir va ngudi dan ciing dung bira com chay ldy phudc 1oc. Budi ti dién
ra L& Cau siéu’, chu ting tung kinh cau siéu cho vong linh.

5 Céc co s6 thd Ong Bon tai Cau Ké - thuong duge ngudi dan goi la chua hodc miéu.

® Nha Vo ca la mot trong nhimg kién trac doc déo cua dinh lang & Nam B9. Nha V& ca duge xay dung dé dap
g nhu cau dién xuéng Hat Boi cho Than xem va phuc vu nguoi dan. Viée xuat hién nha Vo ca trong cac miéu
Hoa tai huyén Cau K¢ thé hién sy hdn dung vin hoa giita cac toc ngudi tai day.

7 L& Hung tc la mot nghi 1& dic biét trong d6 Hung (H) 1a cho phép; Tac (1F) 1a tién hanh. Do d6, Hung tac 1a
1€ xin phép dé dugc t6 chuc trai dan.

$ Sau khi vi Sam chu doc s& cling, mot vi 18 su s& thyc hién khai quang dé su gia cudi bach hac vé Tay phuong
dang s& 1én chu Phat, d¢ dat nguyén vong cua trai dan.

9 L& Cau siéu 1a mot nghi thirc tung kinh, niém Phat nhdm cau nguyén cho vong linh dugc siéu thoat.
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Sang sém ngay 28/7, L& Xam bai, Hoan kinh duoc dién ra nhu mot nghi 18 két thuc
cing dudng chu Phat véi 3 ngady cing 18 vat chay, bit diu chuyén sang ciing than véi cac 18
vat tir dong vat. Tiép theo, chu ting s& tung kinh 1am L& Phong dang, phong sinh. Nhiing con
vat thudng duogc phong sanh dip nay 1a c4, chim, rua,... Tiép dén 1a L& Pang dan thi thuc hay
con goi L& cing thi, L& Chiéu c6 hdn. Pay 1a 1& quan trong, thu hut déng dao ngudi dan dia
phuong va céc tinh l4n can ké ca Thanh phd H5 Chi Minh vé tham dy. Bén trong nha vd ca
bay cac bo ban ghé dai dé Ban Kinh su ding dan chan té. Bén ngoai san, cac gian thi dugc sip
dat tir som voi déy du 18 vat nhu tra, banh, gao, mubi, ga, vit,... Sau khi chu Tang tung kinh
vira diit, Ban nhac Tua Lo CAu tdu nhac ron rang. Trong khong gian linh thiéng, tiéng nhac
diu dat, Ong Bén nhap xac, khao cac vat thi, thé hién than uy, cat ludi léy mau viét bua, hodc
chi day Ban Quan tri nhimg diéu trong nim. DAy chinh 1a khoang thoi gian linh thiéng nhat
cta 18 hoi Ong Bon, khi Ong Bon nhap xac va viét bua. Tir ddy, cac 14 bua Ong Bon duogc
hinh thanh va truyén dén tay ngudoi dan.

Ngay 29/7, Ban Quan tri 1am L& ta Than, ta on chu Phat, than thanh da vé dy 1& va phu ho
cho dan ching. Tiép dén 1a L& dua Than, Ban Quan tri chuan bi kiéu, long dinh dua tién Than,
Thénh theo thir tur hdi ban vi. Vao 1& dua Than, ngudi dan hai bén duong ciing bay huong 4n cung
tién than va vinh hanh dugc don nhan 16¢, bao gém banh trai cho tré con va cac bua Ong Bon.

1.2. Biia Ong Bén tai huyén Cau Ké

Buia Ong Bon 14 nhing miéng gidy hodc vai mau chira nhimg ky tu ddc biét duge viét bang
mau ctia xac Ong Bon. Nhitng ky tu ndy 13 “nhiing nét khong xac dinh dugc nhung theo twong
truyén d6 1a mot dang ky tu c6 thé théng cong véi thé gidi vo hinh” (Tran Phong Quang, 2023:
144). Hién twgng Ong Bon nhap xac, viét buia khong chi xuat hién & Cau K¢&, ma con xuat hién &
nhiéu dia phuong khac nhu Thu Dau M6t (Binh Duong), Kién Luong (Kién Giang), Chau Ddc
(An Giang),... Tuy nhién, mdi noi c6 nhitng nghi 1&, hinh thirc nhap x4c va v& bua khac nhau.

Buia Ong Bon ¢ huyén Cau Ké duge cu thanh tir hai yéu td: thir nhat va quan trong nhat
la mau cua xac Ong Bén - chua dung su linh thiéng, sttc manh, oai lyc cua Ong Bén; tht hai
1a gidy hodc vai hodc bat ky vat gi ¢ thé lam noi biéu hién, “trt ngu” cho mau xac Ong Bon.
Trong mot sd trudong hop dic biét, xac Ong Bon truc tiép vé bua 1én co thé nguoi dan nhu
mét ddu hiéu ban phtic hodc trir ta hoac mot muc dich riéng bi¢t khac. Trong truong hop nay,
co thé nguoi tré thanh vat mang quyén ning ctia Ong Bon.

Qua qua trinh khao sét va thu tap tu liéu chung toi nhan thay bua Ong Bon ¢ huyén Cau
Ké c6 sy thay doi theo thoi gian vé hinh thirc va noi dung. Theo 6ng T.P.Q, mdt ngudi cao
tudi & huyén Cau Ké cho biét buia Ong B6n hién nay va ngay xua khac nhau. Bua Ong Bon
trude day bang gidy co kich thuéc nho, chidu ngang khoang 6cm, chiéu dai khoang 20cm,
mau xanh 14. Tuy nhién dén khoang nhimg nam 1950, bua gidy c¢6 kich thudc nho, mau xanh
1a dugc d6i sang kich thude 16n va c6 mau vang (PVS, nam, nha nghién ctru, qua dién thoai,
2023). Bua Ong Bon ngay nay co kich thuéc chiéu ngang khoang 16cm va chiéu dai khoang
22cm. Pay 1a loai bua bing gidy mot mit mau vang dé vé bua, mit con lai mau trang nga.
Ngoai ra, bua Ong B6n hién nay con c¢6 kich thude 16n hon dung cho muc dich tho ¢ chiéu
dai khoang 30cm va chiéu rong khoang 20cm.
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Céc ky tu duogc ve trén bua Ong Bén theo thoi gian ciling co sy khac biét, tré nén da dang
hon. Theo thanh vién Ban quan tri Van Nién Phong Cung va Minh Btrc Cung, truéc nam 1950,
xac Ong Bon hau nhu chi v& bua 1a mot nét s6 doc theo to gidy va hiém khi v& cac ky tu khac.
Hién nay, buia Ong Bon ngoai mot nét sd con nhiéu ky ty khac nhu chit Pai (K) kém mot nét s6 &
gitra kéo dai, chir Than (&), chit Thién Hitu (X£), chit Dai Than (KX##), chit Thién Phudc D
(RX4&fE) hay Dai/Nhi/Tam/Tir Pau Cong (K/=/=/PHEEZY), Dai/Nhi/Tam/T¢ Than Bon
(K/=/=/#A), Pai Thién Cong (KEKZLY),... Pic biét, thay vi viét Han ty thi bua Ong Bon
con ¢6 hinh thirc xac Ong Bon thim mau 1én ban tay va in tryc tiép 1én gidy theo dang ngii
phuong (¢ giita va bén huéng xung quanh). Ngoai nhitng ky tu 1a nét s6, Han tu, diu tay,
bua Ong B6n con ¢6 nhitng ky tu triru tuong khong thé giai ma.

So voi cac dia phuong khac, bua Ong Bon tai huyén Cau Ke ¢6 kich thuéce 16n hon,
buia ¢6 thé duoc viét trén vai chir khong chi trén gidy, ndi dung da dang, dung mau tuoi hoic
mau pha véi chau sa dé viét. Bua dugc xac Ong Bon truc tiép viét chtr khong dung khuén in nhu
tai Phudc An Miéu (Binh Duong). Khi viét, xac Ong Bon c6 thé thdm truc tiép tir ludi hodc ding
co chim mau dé viét. Trong subt qua trinh nhap xac va tao ra 14 bua, xac Ong Bon déng vai tro
quan trong, 13 trung tAm va nhan vét trong yéu duoc toan thé ngudi dan quan sat, cha tim va
kinh ngudng. Ho kinh ngudng Ong Bon dang muon xac va 14 bua ho thinh duoc.

2. Phwong thirc sir dung buia Ong Bon

Qua nhiing dir licu dién da, chung t61 nhan théy tai Cau K¢, bua Ong Bon dugce st dung
v6i nhiéu hinh thirc va myc dich khac nhau nham dap tng nhu cau da dang cta ting ca nhan.

Ddn biia Ong Bén ¢ truée cika nha: Bua Ong Bon tai huyén Cau K¢, tinh Tra Vinh tiy
thudc vao muc dich, nhu cau riéng clia c4 nhan ma s& c¢6 nhiéu phuong thic sir dung nhét dinh,
trong d6 pho bién nhét tai huyén Cau K¢ tinh Tra Vinh 1a dén truéc cira nha. Qua quan sat ching
t6i nhan thiy nha dan & xung quanh 4 co so thd Ong Bén déu dan bua Ong Bén trudce ctra chinh
(ctra cai). Bua sau khi thinh vé, khan nguyén sé ding com hoic keo dan 1én phia trén, & giita clra
chinh trudc nha dé xua dudi ta ma chuéng khi, nhiing thé luc x4u xa, nhimng diéu khéng may
mén, bao vé cho can nha dugc binh an. Ngoai dan trude ctra nha, bua Ong Bon con dan & cira
sau, hodc clra budng ngi. Mot sd gia dinh con treo bua ngay clra budng nga kém theo xuong
rong tuong tw nhu mot cach trir ta ma.

Ldp trang tho Ong Bon: Bua Ong Bon con dugce ngudi dan thinh vé dé tho, dic biét 1a
cac thanh vién trong Ban quén tri miéu déu co6 tho bua Ong Bon. Bua thd thudng co kich thude
16n, dugc nguoi dan 16ng khung kinh, 1ap trang tho'? canh bén ban thd Phat va ban tho t6 tién.
Trang thd Ong Bon thuong don gian, thap hon ban thd Phét va cao hon ban tho t6 tién. Tho bua
Ong Bon tai nha véi niém tin Ong Bon lu6n hién hitu. Khi nguoi dan cam théy lo lang, bat an
déu co thé dén trude trang tho 18 bai, cdu nguyén (nguoi dan dia phuong goi vai) ma khong can
dén cac miéu tho Ong Bon.

10 Trang tho 1a mot khong gian tho cling, thudng co kich thude nho, duge dat bén canh ban tho chinh nhu mot
hinh thire phoi tho. Trang tho co6 the chi 1a khung g6 hoac kim loai gan vao tuong, dat mét so vat dung tho cling
co ban nhu huong hoa, trai cay, tranh hoac tugng tho.
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Viéc cung té va dang 18 vat cang Ong Bon tai nha tiy thudc vao mdi ngudi va khong
c6 mét quy tic cd dinh ndo. Ty vao diéu kién, mdi ngudi dan s& co nhitng cach bay t6 long thanh
kinh khac nhau d6i véi Ong Bon. Vao nhimg ngdy thudng nguoi dan chi thip huong hodc thém
binh hoa, dia trai cy, tra nudc. Vao nhimg ngdy 18 hay via Ong Bén ngudi dan ciing khong bay
bién mam cing ma chi thip huong nhu thuong ngay. Nhitng ngay 1&, via ndy, nguoi din s& s&
mang 1& vat &n miéu Ong Bon dé dang cting. Nguoi dan cho rang, vao nhimg ngiy quan trong
ndy, dang cung 1& vat tai miéu thd Ong Bon sé& thé hién long thanh kinh hon. Pay ciing 1a dip dé ho
¢6 thé thinh bua néu can hoic trao doi, chia sé cing Ban quan tri nhitng chuyén can thiét.

Mang biia Ong Bén theo bén nguoi: Mot cach sir dung bua Ong Bon phd bién khac ma
ngudi dan Cau Ké thudng dung 13 gip nho bua lai cho vao bop (vi) dé di duong duogc binh an,
tranh tai nan, moi chuyén hanh thong, gap duoc quy nhan gitp do trong cong viéc. Cach thuc
nay thuong duoc nam giéi nguoi Hoa tai Cau Ké str dung. Do thyc té phan cong lao dong va
van héa nén nam giGi nguoi Hoa thuong thuc hién cac viée giao tiép, di duong thuong xuyén
hon nit gidi. Vi vay, nhitng ngudi vo, ngudi me thuong thinh biia Ong Bon vé cho chong, cho
con trai xem nhu mot 14 buia binh an trong sudt mot nim. Buia mang theo ngudi thudng duge
giit can than bang nhiéu cach. Néu khong cho vao bop thi ngudi Hoa con gitr truc tiép ¢ tai 4o
mdi luc ra duong, hodc cho vao non bao hiém ciing v6i muc dich cau binh an khi di dudng.

Bén canh viéc mang theo nguoi, bua Ong Bén con duge dung dé deo. Sau khi thinh vé,
bua duoc Xép thanh hinh tam giéc, boc lai bﬁng tui nilon hodc vai do, dung chi do may lai.
Bua nay dugc dung cho tré con deo ¢6 nham mong ching khoe manh, tranh bénh tat, khong
khoc dém va nhanh 16n. Cac tuyén xe & Cau Ké ciing dan bua Ong Bén trude xe nhu mot dau
hiéu thuong 16 binh an.

Mot s6 cam ky khi sir dung biia Ong Bon: Khi dung bua Ong Bén phai kiéng an cac loai
thit dong vat nhu ran, trau va dic biét 1a cho. Nguoi dan cho réng khi an phai nhiing thit dong vat
trén bua s& khong con linh nghi¢ém tham chi bi hanh ngugrc lai. Piéu cdm ky nay da tac dong truc
tiép dén thoi quen an ubng clia nguoi dan.

Bua Ong Bén phai dugc cat gilt & nhitng noi cao rdo, tinh sach, khong duogc dé vao tai
quan hodc nhitng noi 6 ué, do ban. Do d6, khi cho bua vao bop, nguoi dan ciing s& cho bop
vao tii 4o, hodc tii xach dé mang theo. Pé tién hon, nhiéu ngudi dan s& cho bua Ong Bon
tryc tiép vao tai 4o khi di ra dudng.

Khong mang bua Ong Bon trong nguoi khi dén nhimng noi hoi tanh, khong tinh sach nhu
1o giét mé, nha v¢ sinh,... Nhitng noi dugc cho 14 6 ué trén vira lam cho bua khong con linh
thiéng vira thé hién su khong ton kinh dbi voi Ong Bén. Do d6, trude khi di vé sinh, di tim,
ngudi Hoa s& thao bua Ong Bon dang deo dé trén ban tho.

Khi mang bua Ong Bon khong dugc thyc hién hanh vi quan hé tinh dyc hodc dimg trudc
ban thd Ong Bon khong duoc thyuce hién cac ctr chi du yém sudng si. Ngudi phu nit vao chu ky
kinh nguyét khong dugc mang theo buia Ong Bon va han ché viéc lui téi miéu Ong Bon. Mic du
kinh nguyét 13 hién tuong sinh hoc binh thudng nhung nguoi Hoa cho rang vao giai doan nay
than thé ngudi phu nit khong duoc tinh sach nén khéng dugce tiép can voi than thanh. Yéu td
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giéi khong chi thé hién qua viéc sir dung buia Ong Bon ma con nhiéu khia canh khac nhu khong
duogc dimg gan xung quanh khi Ong Bon nhép xac, xac Ong chi ludn 1a nam gidi.

3. Chiic niing ciia bua Ong Bon
3.1. Chirc nang tam ly

Malinowski 13 hoc gia tiéu biéu cta truong phai Chirc ning tdm 1y trong Nhan hoc. Khi
nghién ctru ma thuat va ton gido dng cho rang: con ngudi im dén chiing nham giai toa bét an,
cing thing trong doi sdng. Trong Magic, Science and Religion, 6ng khang dinh: “Chirc ning
ctia ma thuét 13 nghi 18 héa lac quan ctia con ngudi, ciing ¢b niém tin vao hy vong trudc ndi so
hai” (Malinowski, 1954:92). Trong truong hop nay, chung t6i cho ring bua Ong Bén cua
cong ddéng ngudi Hoa ¢ huyén Cau Ké dap Gmg nhu cau tinh than, gitp giai téa lo 4u, cing cd
niém tin va mang lai su an tim thong qua cac nghi 18 thiéng hoéa.

Nguoi dan tim dén Ong Bon véi nhiéu muc dich va nguyén nhan khac nhau, trong d6 c6
viéc gip phai bénh tat, bé tic, dau kho trong cudc song. Nhing ngudi mang trong minh nhiing
bat tric, kho khin nay khi dén véi Ong Bon thuong trong cam gidc dau budn, mét niém
tin,.... Ho cau nguyén voi Ong Bon, thinh bua Ong Bon nhu mot diém tya tinh than, tim cau
mot cam giac dugce che chd, an i, yéu thuong.

Cam giac c6 diém tya, dugc che cho tir Ong Bon khong phai chi & Ong Bon hay 14 bua
v6i ngudi thinh ma con ¢ tinh 1ay lan cam xuc va tinh tap thé. Trong budi 1& nghiém trang, cd
xi rop troi, tiéng nhac ron ra, nguoi nguoi déu chen nhau xem C)ng Bén nhap xac va thinh
bua. Trong khong gian nhu vy, ban than mdi ngudi s& dé c6 cam xuc duoc chia sé. Ho dé
dang boc bach ndi 1ong véi nhitng nguoi di cling va cung nhau thinh bua Ong Bon. Tinh
truyén miéng vé sy linh hién ciia Ong Bon va hi¢u ing “lay lan” trong cam xtc, hi¢u ing dam
déng s& gitip ho duoc giai toa cam xtic va tim thdy mot diém tua tinh than tir bua Ong Bon.

Ban quan trj Minh Dtrc Cung chia sé v6i chiing t6i nhu sau: “Ong (Ong Bén) khéng c6
tri bénh ma Ong chi cho cai huong di kham bénh, nhu thdy nao, bénh vién nao vay thoi. Chiw
Ong khéng c6 bdt mach cho thuéc gi.... Bénh thi phai di bénh vién chit, Ong chi la cho diing
thuoc diing thdy mau khéi bénh. Chir con chirng nao bi ta ma gi kia thi Ong ciru gitip cho” .
(PVS, nam, 79 tudi, Ban quan tri Minh Dtrc Cung, Minh Buc Cung, 2022).

O phuong dién tam 1y y hoc, bua Ong Bén nhu mot “phuong thudc” tinh than. Khi
nghién ctru y thuét tdm linh, tic gia Pham Minh Diéu cho rang bua, ngai 1a mot phuong thirc két
hop v6i y hoc trong d6 bua ngai mang tinh chat tim linh, tic dong dén tam 1y ngudi bénh, tao
niém tin manh liét cho ngudi bénh véi than linh. Niém tin manh ligt ndy tao nén stc manh cho
ban than nguodi bénh vuot qua bénh tat hién tai (Pham Minh Di¢u, 2007: 150). Sy tin tuéng vao
thay thudc, bac si va tinh than lac quan giup ngudi bénh nhanh chéng binh phuc. Strc manh vé
tinh than dong vai trd quan trong gitip cho liéu trinh chita bénh dugc rat ngan. Khi duoc thinh
bua Ong Bén, ngudi bénh lai nhu duge gia tang thém strc manh. Néu ngudi bénh dugc Ong
Bon chi diém noi ctru chita bénh thi ho cang diy hi vong vao kha ning binh phuyc ctia minh.

V& mat kinh té, bua Ong Bén c6 thé xua dudi van khi xau va chiéu tai vuong khi cho
ngudi dan. Niém tin vao stc manh ctia bua Ong Bon, nguoi lam kinh doanh ludn ra sirc 1am
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viéc, binh tinh trudc nhitng bién dong cua thi truong, viing tin vao ban than trudc nhiing
quyét dinh kinh doanh. Chinh sy ty tin va diém tinh 13 yéu t6 quan trong thiic ddy viéc kinh
doanh ¢ hiéu qua va phat trién. Mot nguoi phu nit Kho-me (Khmer) ma ching t6i gip duoc
trong qua trinh dién di khi duoc hoi vé su linh nghiém ctia Ong Bon di chia sé: “C6 chir, vy
nguwoi ta méi tin ngudng, roi ngwoi nay chuyén tai nguoi kia. Ma nguoi Hoa khéng c6 lam
néng, da sé la lam an. Ho lam an d@é, da sé ho xin cdi bia Ong Bon dé, ho lam xong 4, trong
vong mot nam vdy d6, ho quay lai tra 16, roi ngwoi ndy chuyén tai nguoi kia” (PVS, nir, 33
tudi, budn ban, Tra Vinh, 2022).

Ngudi Hoa thuong tap trung sinh séng & khu vuc chg dé thuén tién cho viée kinh doanh
budn ban. Nguoi Hoa ¢ Cau Keé ndi tiéng véi dic san x4 bau'! mang thwong hiéu Chit Sa.
Hié¢n nay, san phém cua ho da c6 mat tai cac siéu thi, trung tdm thuong mai trong nudc va hon
8 qubc gia va ving lanh thd. Pic san nay xuédt hién ¢ Cau Ké khoang nim 1947 do ong
Vuong Thé Hoa, nguoi Triéu Chau, tir Trung Qudc sang 4p Tra Khao (xa Hoa An) lap
nghiép. Hién nay, 6ng Vuong Tién Khanh ké thira, nbi nghiép dong ho (Hiru Hué, 2020).
Hing nam, gia dinh ho Vuong déu dén 1am 1 ciing Ong Bon, cau nguyén cho gia dao binh an
va cong viéc kinh doanh ngay cang phat dat. Gia dinh ho Vuong cling dong gop tich cuc vao
cac hoat dong tur thién tai dia phuong thong qua Ban quan tri va chinh quyén dia phuong.

Trong qué trinh dién da chung toi gap nhiéu hoc sinh cing gia dinh dén 1& Ong Bon.
Sau khi ho 1am 1€ va thinh bua, chung t61 da tiép can mat gia dinh c6 con dang hoc 16p 9 va
duoc ho chia sé: “Em theo me di 1é Ong (Ong Bén), nha em ¢ gan ddy, nam nao ciing di hét
dé anh. Tét ciing qua chiia, via Ong em ciing c6 qua. Ranh khéng di hoc la em qua. Vong
vong ddy c6 mdy cdi chia Ign, 1é cdi déng vui... (cwoi). Nam nay em thi chuyén cap, me em c6
thinh bia réi dwa em kéu em cau Ong cho hoc hanh d6 dat” (PVS, nt1, 14 tudi, hoc sinh, Van
Nién Phong Cung, 2022).

Trong thoi gian quan sat tham du va phong van sau tai dia ban nghién ctu, chiing t6i chwa
ghi nhan nguoi dan cau nguyén véi Ong Bén vé viée sanh con va cau duyén. Nguoi dan huyén
Cau Ke va tir dia phuong khac déu huéng dén Ong Bon véi niém tin cho sy binh an, sirc khoe,
mua may ban dt, viéc kinh doanh thuan loi phat dat, viéc hoc hanh dugc thang tién.

Chung t61 cho rﬁng, su linh nghiém cua bua Ong Bon dén tir st manh ndi tai clia ban than
nhimg nguoi thinh bua. Bua Ong Bén duoc thiéng hoa, duoc pha 1én mot 16p huyén bi ciia ma
thuat. Nhimg “ma thudt” nay tac dong dén cam xuc, tu duy va hanh dong cua con ngudi. Tac
dong co ban nhét 13 tao nén mot diém twa dic biét - diém twra tinh than. Du 13 mot diém twa hu
cAu, nhung lai dugc gén két véi nguoi thinh bua mot cach chat ché va duogc ho tin 1a c6 that.
Chinh niém tin cua ho da lam strc manh cua bua Ong Bén tré nén hién htru. “Ma thuat” duoc
Xudt phat tr niém tin d3 tao nén mot phan ung déc biét, khich thich nhitng cam xuc tich cuc, han
ché nhitng suy nghi tiéu cuc, luoi biéng. Nhitng chiéu hudng tich cuc nay nhu dong luc thic day
con ngudi tién dén nhitng hanh dong t6t dep, hing say trong cong viéc, lac quan trong cude song.
Su thay ddi trong cam xtic, tu duy va hanh dong da dan dén nhiing két qua nhu 10i khan nguyén

11 X4 bau 1a mén an cua nguoi Hoa duge lam tir cu cai tréng, mudi va duong. Tén goi Xa bau duoc doc trai tir
chai pau G/ trong tieng Tiéu.
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ctia nguoi dan voi Ong Bon. Nhu vay, xét vé ban chit, su linh nghiém cta bua Ong Bén 1a do
chinh ban than ngudi thinh bua Ong Bén tao nén. Strc manh niém tin cta ho ty 1€ thuan voi két
qua ho nhan dwoc. Vi niém tin cang 16n, thic diy tinh thin qua trinh lao dong san xuat, chdng
choi voi khé khin cang 16n tir d6 mang lai két qua to 16m.

3.2. Chirc nang xa hoi

Nguoc lai voi Malinowski, Radcliffe-Brown nhén manh chirc nang xa hodi thay vi tam 1y
ca nhan. Ong “chu trong dén co cdu cta nhimg quan hé x4 hoi va gan cho thé ché nhimg chirc
ning can ctr vao sy dong gop cua ching vao viée duy tri co cdu d6” (Robert Layton, 2017: 69).
O goc d6 nghi 12 ton gido, 6ng 1y giai chirc ning ctia ching ddi voi toan xa hoi chir khong phai
timg c4 nhan (Alan Barnard, 2015: 107). Véi truong hop bua Ong Bdn, chung t6i cho rang bua
Ong B6n nhu mot yéu t6 duy tri cdu trac x4 hoi ciia cong dong ngudi Hoa ¢ Cau Ke.

Bua Ong Bon chtra dung nhiéu ¥ nghia biéu twong trong d6 co dai dién cho Ong Bén.
Vao nhiing dip cing té, 18 hoi, khi Ong Bén nhap xac, xac C)ng Bén chinh 1a hién than bfmg
xuong bang thit cia Ong Bon. Thé nhung, trong doi séng thuong nhat, bua Ong Bon méi
chinh 14 thtr ma nguoi dan nhin vao d6 dé nghi tudng, cau nguyén vi Ong Bon. Nhu véy, bua
Ong Bon gitr mot vi tri quan trong trong viée luu giir hinh anh, 4n twong trong nguoi dan. Noi
cach khéc, bua Ong Bon ton tai nhu mot yéu td trong tong thé tin ngudng Ong Bon tai huyén
Cau Keé tinh Tra Vinh.

Maic du cdng cu cung nguoi Viét, nguoi Kho-me, trai qua hang trdm nam giao luu van
hoa, nguoi Hoa Triéu Chau tai huyén Cau Ké van luu gilr nhiéu nét van hoa, dic biét 1a tin
ngudng Ong Bon. Mt trong nhitng nét riéng ma chung t6i mudn dé cap dén d6 chinh 1a nghi
1 nhap xac, viét bua va sy hién dién cua bua Ong Bén trong doi séng hﬁng ngay. Mot s6 dia
phuong khac nhu Bac Liéu, Soc Triang, An Giang... tin ngudng Ong B6n van ¢ hinh thirc
nhap xéc, viét buia nhung c6 nhidu diém khac biét. Dic biét, phuong phap sir dung da dang va
sy hién dién cua bua Ong Bon trong cudc song chinh 1a diém tao nén nét riéng biét trong tin
ngudng Ong Bon tai huyén Cau Ké.

Ngudi Hoa tir nhiéu doi nay ctr dén 18 hoi Ong Bon déu dén viéng, thinh bua va tra 18. Khi
tham du ho ludn dan theo con chau tham chi ca gia dinh. Do d6, hinh tugng Ong Bén va bua
Ong Bon d gan lién véi doi séng ctia ngudi Hoa tir luc tudi tho. Thoi quen nay dugce truyén tir
thé hé nay sang thé hé¢ khac qua qué trinh nhap than van hoa ctia mdi thanh vién trong gia dinh.
Mot phu nit nguoi Hoa chia sé: “Nha cé ciing gan ddy con, ndm nao thi ¢6 ciing di. Tai ong ba
cé ciing nguoi Hoa, minh theo éng ba di tir nhé roi, cé con, ndy vé méi thinh hai tam. C6 ddn
trude civa nha, ¢ day nguoi ta ciing cé nguoi tho nita. Nha thi tho éng ba, tho Phdt réi nén
khéng cé tho Ong (Ong Bén)...” (PVS, nit, 45 tudi, ndi trg, Van Nién Phong Cung, 2022).

Khong chi mang tinh gin két thanh vién gia dinh, buia Ong Bon con 1a mot phuong
tién két ndi cong ddng dia phwong. Nhitng ngudi Hoa budn ban, kinh doanh thuong truyén tai
nhau vé sy linh hién caa Ong Bon, thinh bua Ong Bon vé dé thd hodc dan hodc cau cho mua
may ban dat. Mic du budn ban 1a canh tranh nhung khi hoa chung vao khong gian 18 hoi Ong
Bon, moi ngudi déu sin 10ng chia sé, ké cho nhau nghe nhitng su linh tng cta bua Ong Bén.
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Khong chi gin két cong dong tai dia phwong, nhidu ngudi Hoa ¢ cac dia phuong lan can tham
chi tir Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh ciing tim dén Ong Bon, thinh bua.

Mot thuc trang hién nay ma nhom tac gia nhan théy O tin ngudng va 18 hoi Ong Bén la
su tham gia va gin két cta nhiéu d6i twong khong phan biét toc ngudi. Pé phuc vu 18 hoi Ong
Bon hang nam, sd luong ngudi trong cac Ban, d6i 1én dén hang trim nguoi. Trong d6, ngudi
Viét, nguoi Hoa, ngudi Kho-me déu tham gia va dong gbép cong sttc mot cach nhiét thanh voi
tam niém lam “cong duc”. Ngudi dang 18, tra 1&, ngudi thinh bua Ong Bon ciing khong khu
biét trong ndi bd nguoi Hoa ma mo rong tat ca toc nguoi, cac ddi tuong khac nhau, tir nhiéu
dia phuong khac nhau. Diéu nay gdp phan tao nén co hoi giao luu giita cac cong dong tir cac
dia phuong khac nhau tir 6 tao ra ngudn luc cho cong tac trung tu, bao dudng chi phi cho
ctng té quanh nam tai cac co sé tho cung Ong Bon.

L& hoi va tin ngudng Ong Bon, cho thdy mot vong tudn hoan vé ngudn luc va chuyén
hoa tir tinh than sang vat chat. Vong tuan hoan nay bat ngudn tir sy linh thiéng cia Ong Bon
ma cuy thé 12 bua Ong Bon. Dit niém tin vao bua Ong Bon, ngudi dan giri gim 1ong thanh va
dang cting 1& vat tuy theo kha ning kinh té. Niém tin thuc ddy dong luc, bang sy “che chd”
“gia h§” cua C)ng Bén, nang lyc nhiém mau cua bua C)ng Bon, nguoi dan dat dugc s nguyén,
quay trd lai tra 18 cam ta Ong Bén va tiép tuc thinh bua Ong Bén. Ngudn lgi nay dugc xem
nhu mot sy tai phan phéi san phém trong xa hoi vi dugce san sé cho Ban quan tri, ngudi nhap
xac va cac hoat dong tir thién xa hoi khac. Ban quan tri lai tiép tuc cham lo phung su cho Ong
Bon gitp cho co sé tho ty ngdy cang khang trang. Ngoai chiam lo co s tho ty, Ban quén tri va
nhimg ngudi tin vao sy linh hién ctia Ong Bon ludn quan tim, hd trg kinh té d6i véi xac Ong
Bon. Vi vay, khong co 1y do gi sau khi thinh bua, dat duoc nguyén cau ho khong tim cach
gitip d& nhiing xac Ong Bon.

Nguén luc vé kinh té tir tién ciing dudng, tra 1&... 1 ngudn luc tai chinh quan trong d6i
v6i sy phat trién ctia co s¢ thd cing Ong Bon. Ngudn luc kinh té tir viée ciing duong, 18 hoi. ..
tré thanh nguén tai chinh phuc vu cho cac hoat dong thuong nhat tai co s¢ tho cing Ong Bon
nhu nhang, dén, nudc, hoa qud, cac hoat dong trung tu, sua chira, phuc vu cac ngay via, cliing
Ong Bon,... Ngudn luc nay con danh mot khoan nho cho ngudi sin soc, trong nom, quét don
hang ngay. Ngoai ra, ddy ciing 1a ngudn dong gop cho cac hoat dong tir thién, twong tro trong
cong dong va an sinh xa hoi.

Anh H., Ban quan tri Minh Pac Cung chia sé v6i ching t6i rang: “C6 tién thi xdy dung
chiia kién thiét can phdn nao, con duw nita thi cho nhitng hé ndao khé khan can givip dé. Chiia
vin ddng xdy dung nha tinh thieong, ngieoi ndo dwdi qué mdt xau thi dang ky, lién hé véi iy
ban xd véi phdi doan lén thanh phé mé mdt tir thién, cir 1én xe di roi vé chir khéng cé ton gi
hét..., khi thdy ai khé khan thi éng chii chiia véi dng tai chanh sé tim nha hdo tém, roi néi voi
ho téi thdy nha nay khé khan vdy vay dé dé ma giip d” (PVS, nam, 36 tudi, Ban quan tri
Minh Buc Cung, Minh Buc Cung, 2022).

Bén canh co s¢ tho cing Ong Bon, nguoi dan dia phuong ciing c6 thém ngudn thu nhap
thong qua cac hoat dong nhu kinh doanh 4n udng, luu tri va ban cac 18 vat nhu nhang, dén,
hoa qua, giit xe,... Hién nay, vao mua 1& héi Ong Bén, ngudi dan tir nhiéu dia phwong dén
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tham dy s& luu trd tai chua, miéu hodc cac nha nghi, khach san dia phuong. Theo khdo sat cua
chung t61, hién tai Khach san Sy Dién va Khach san nha cd Huynh Phu 1a hai co s¢ Iuu tra
tiéu biéu, chu yéu phuc vu du khach vao mua 1& héi Ong Bén. Nhu vay, 1& hoi Ong Bén ngay
nay ciing gop phan da dang sinh ké cho nguoi dan dia phwong. Chinh quyén huyén Cau Ké da
linh hoat trong dudng 16i va chinh sach dé gin giit nét dep van hoa cua dia phuong, tao 1ap
niém tin, sy gan két vira nguoi dan va chinh quyén vira khai thac 18 hoi Ong Bon nhu mot
tiém ning phat trién kinh té dia phuong.

Két luan

Buia Ong Bon hién dién trong doi sdng ctia nguoi dan huyén Cau Ké bang nhiéu hinh thirc
str dung nhu thd, dan ctra, deo, dét,... Nguoi su dung bua Ong Bén véi nhiéu muc dich khac nhau
nhu cAu binh an, strc khoe, xua dudi t ma, cAdu mua may ban d3t, cAu hoc hanh,... Du v6i hinh thie
va myc dich nao, ngudi dan thinh bua Ong Bon déu bang 10ng thanh kinh va niém tin tha thiét.

Btia Ong Bon tao nén stic manh tinh than cho con nguoi trudc nhiing bat on kho khan, cting
cd su tu tin trude nhiing lo léng, nghi ngai. Vi chirc ndng nhu mot diém tua, bua Ong Bon d tao
nén su lién két tinh than gitra nguoi thinh va Ong Bon. Mic du 13 mét diém twa hu cau nhung lai
duoc gan két voi nguoi thinh bia mot cach chit ché va dugce ho tin 14 c6 hién hitu. Chinh niém tin
ndy da thuc déy sy tich cuc, lac quan, hang hai hoat dong, lao dong dé dat duoc diéu da cau nguyén.

Bén canh chtic ning tam linh, dap Gmg nhimg nguyén vong thiét thuc trong doi séng tran
tuc ctia con nguoi, bua Ong Bon con mang chiic ning xa hoi. Bua Ong Bén 1a mot yéu t6 cing
cb sy ton tai cua tin ngudng Ong Bon va 1a mot yéu td trong van hoa ctia ngudi Hoa Triéu Chau
tai huyén CauKe. O cép do gia dinh, viéc 1& va thinh bua Ong Bon tré thanh mot phong tuc cua
ngudi Hoa dugc tiép ndi qua cac thé hé. Khong chi mang tinh gin két thanh vién gia dinh, bua
Ong Bon con 1a mot phuong tién két ndi cong dong tir nhidu dia phuong./.
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Abstract

THE FUNCTION OF ONG BON TALISMANS
IN THE CHINESE COMMUNITY OF CAU KE DISTRICT,
TRA VINH PROVINCE, VIETNAM

Dang Hoang Lan, Doan Le Minh Khoi
Unversity of Social Sciences and Humanities

Vietnam National University of Ho Chi Minh City

The worship of Ong Bén is one of the distinctive folk beliefs of the Hoa people community
in Cau K¢ District, Tra Vinh Province. Each year, during the Vu Lan Festival, the Ong Bon
Festival attracts thousands of participants from various regions. What makes the festival
particularly appealing are the spirit possession rituals and the writing of talismans. In this study,
the phenomena of Ong Bén possession and talisman writing are examined as religious rituals that
serve specific functions within the local Hoa people community. Drawing on Malinowski’s
functionalist perspective and Radcliffe-Brown’s structural functionalism, along with data
collected through in-depth interviews and participant observation, the authors focus on analyzing
the function of Ong Bon talismans in the Hoa people community of Cau K¢ District, Tra Vinh
Province. The study further highlights the cultural value of these talismans in preserving and
sustaining community stability while also contributing to local economic development.

Keywords: Rituals, Ong Bon’s talismans, spirit possession, the Hoa people, Cau K¢.



