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Abstract: In recent years, IELTS, an international English proficiency test, has been used as one of the
criteria for admission into 103 university institutions in Vietnam (2023), which leads to an increasing
demand to cram for the certificate among Vietnamese high-school students. However, the test presents
a daunting task to the test takers as it requires both students’ language skills at an advanced level and
general knowledge on a number of global issues. Among the four language skills tested, the writing
component, particularly, the ‘task 2’ essay presents great challenges to test takers. This study aims to
explore the difficulties that high-school students face when writing IELTS essays. A survey questionnaire
was delivered to 60 students who are conducting an IELTS course at an English centre in Hanoi to identify
and discuss their difficulties in writing IELTS essays. The study therefore hopes to provide some insights
into their challenges in essay writing, as well as suggestions for teachers of English when accompanying

with their students in preparation for the test.
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1. Pit van dé
Trong nhitng nim gan day, ching chi IELTS

— bai thi tiéng Anh gianh cho HS -SV cac qubc gia
dung tiéng Anh nhu mot ngoai ngit (EFL) — duoc
nhiéu truong Pai hoc tai Viét Nam cho phép st dung
lam tiéu chi xét tuyén dau vao, cu thé theo mot thong
ké cua Hoi ddng Anh Viét Nam 14 103 trudng (2023).
Theo d6, néu c6 ching chi IELTS du diéu kién xét
tuyén cta cac truong DH d6, HS tét nghiép THPT
khong can tham dy ki thi THPT Qudc gia, ma s&
duoc xeét tuyén thang. Vi vy, chimg chi IELTS tro
thanh mdi quan tim 16n di voi phy huynh va HS cép
3. Dbi v6i cac truong DH khong ¢6 chuyén nganh
tiéng Anh, diém thi IELTS xét tuyén thang dao dong
tir 5.5 dén 6.5. Di v6i cac trudng co chuyén nganh
tiéng Anh, diém thi IELTS xét tuyén c6 thé tir 6.5 tro
lén, tuong duorng voi trinh d6 B2 (6.5) — C1 (7.0 tro
1én). Trong bon ki ning Nghe, Néi, boc, Viét clia bai
thi [ELTS, cac nghién cuu chi ra rang, ki ning Viét 1a
ki nang thi sinh thi IELTS dat diém trung binh thap
nhéat. Nghién ctru cua t6i dugc thuc hién trén 50 hoc
sinh cép 3 tham gia khao sat bang bang hoi va phong
van vé nhitng khé khin ho gip phai khi lam bai viét
luan IELTS, hay con goi 1a bai viét IELTS Task 2.
2. N§i dung nghién ctru
2.1.Bai thi IELTS

IELTS 14 bai thi kiém tra trinh d6 tiéng Anh dugc
str dung rong rii & cac qudc gia ding tiéng Anh nhu
mot ngoai nglt, & cac nudc khong nodi tiéng Anh.
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IELTS la viét tit ctia cum tir International English
Language Testing System Heé thong kiém tra ngon
ngir tiéng Anh quéc té. bay la mot trong nhitng bai
kiém tra trinh d6 cao nhim danh gi4 trinh d6 ngén
ngit cua nhitng ngudi ¢é ¥ dinh theo dudi viée hoc
tap & cac qudc gia noi tiéng Anh, ciing nhu hoc tap
bang tiéng Anh ¢ cac truong DH trén thé gidi. Trén
toan cau, cac truong Pai hoc, dac biét 1a cac chuong
trinh sau dai hoc, déu dua vao két qua thi IELTS Ia
mot phan tiéu chi dé chap nhén sinh vién vao hoc.
Két qua IELTS s& phan anh va danh gia kha ning
ngon ngit hoc thudt cua thi sinh dé bat dau hoc. Bai
thi duoc dong diéu hanh boi ba to chirc ESOL cia
Pai hoc Cambridge, Hoi df”)ng Anh, va t6 chuc giao
duc IDP cua Uc, va duge trién khai tir nim 1989. O
Viét Nam, hai don vi t6 chtrc thi IELTS duoc Bo Gido
duc phé duyét 1a Hoi dong Anh Viét Nam (British
Council Vietnam) va td chuc gido dyc IDP Viét Nam.

IELTS duoc chia lam hai loai la IELTS dao tao
hoc thuat (IELTS Academic) va IELTS tng quat
(IELTS General). Bé vao dugc cac truong PH, thi
sinh IELTS s& lam bai thi IELTS hoc thuat. Bai thi
IELTS gém bon ki nang Nghe, No6i, Poc, Viét va déu
c6 tiéu chi danh gi4 riéng va cy thé, dic biét 1a ki
nang Noi va Viét.
2.2. Bai Viét ludn trong phan thi Viét

Nhiéu thi sinh coi bai thi ki ning Viét 1a phan thi
kho khin nhit cia IELTS (Sajjad, A; Esmat, B.). Bai
thi IELTS ki ning viét gdm hai phan, kéo dai trong
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60 phut. Trong phan 1, thi sinh phai miéu ta, tom tit,
giai thich thong tin trong biéu dd, bang biéu hodc so
dd. Trong phan 2, thi sinh phai viét mot bai luan, voi
thoi gian duoc dé nghi 1a 40 phit, voi toi thidu 1a 250
ttr cho bai luan, dé tra 161, néu ra quan diém vé mot
van dé duoc néu ra trong dé bai. Viéc viét bai luan
1a thach thic 16n d6i véi nhiéu thi sinh khi phai thu
thap, tong hop, phéan tich y twong, quan diém, lap
ludn, véi nhitng 1i 1& cu thé, dé xay dung mot bai luan
hop 1y, logic, sdc sao. Nhiing tré ngai ma nguoi hoc
IELTS gip phai c¢6 thé lam giam dong luc cai thién
ki ning viét ctia ho.

Céc dang bai viét luan caa IELTS bao gdm: thiao
luan loi ich va mat trai ctia mot van dé, thao luan céc
van dé khac nhau duoc néu trong bai, dua ra quan
diém ca nhan vé mot van dé, thao luan vé nguyén
nhan, hé qua; vé cach giai quyét cho mot van dé xa
hoi... Cau héi trong bai viét luan thuong dit ra cac
van dé toan cau, doi hoi nguoi viét can co mot thé
gidi quan rong, va hé thong kién thirc xa hoi rong rai
va sdu sdc. Cac van dé x3 hoi dit ra trong bai luan
IELTS c6 thé 1a v& van d& dan sb gia, mat trai cua
mang xa hoi, dong gop cua cac sy kién thé thao, céc
van dé vé moi truong, van hoa, gido duc, y té, st
khoé... Thi sinh s€ dugc danh gia dua trén bon tiéu
chi: (1) Tra 16i ding c4u hoi dé bai (Task Response),
(2) Mach lac va lién két (Coherence & Cohesion),
(3) Tur vung (Lexical Resource) va (4) Ngtr phap
(Grammar & Accuracy). O tiéu chi dau (1), nguoi
viét cn tra 101 hét cac cau hoi dé bai dat va, va tra 1o
dung trong tam duoc yéu cau. Tiéu chi mach lac va
lién két (2) dugc dénh gia thong qua viée sir dung cac
céu tric cau, su lién két tur ngr, lién két cac doan véi
nhau. Nguoi viét can sip xép quan diém mot cach
logic giira cac doan va trong mot doan; mdi doan can
¢6 ¥ chinh 15 rang, st dung cac lién tir dé két ndi cac
vé cdu va lién két cac cau v6i nhau mot cach higu
qua, tranh tring 1ap. O tiéu chi tir vung (3), thi sinh
duoc danh gia dya trén von tir vung thudce chu dé yéu
cau, tranh sir dung ngon ngit noi trong bai viét, kha
ning st dung tir ddng nghia, trai nghia dé tranh 15i
lap tu, stt dung dugc nhiing tr vung nang cao, it gép
va khong mic 13i chinh ta. Trong tiéu chi ngir phap
(4), thi sinh duoc danh gia dya trén viée sir dung cac
cau tric nglr phap da dang, ap dung cac thi ding voi
ngit canh dé bai yéu cau, sir dung céu tric cau linh
hoat, da dang, khong mic cac 15i ngir phap co ban.
Bai viét luan co ti trong diém 16n hon, chiém 2/3 s
diém toan bai thi viét.

2.3. Két qud nghién cviru va thdo ludn
Nghién ctru nay duoc ap dung vai 60 HS 16p 11
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va 12 tai mét trung tam tiéng Anh ¢ Ha Noi, st dung
bang hoi dugc thiét ké sir dung google forms. Nhiing
HS nay dén tir cac truong THPT trén dia ban Ha
Noi, trinh d6 trung cap (Intermediate, twong duong
v6i Bl hodc B2), dang tham gia hoc IELTS véi muc
tiéu 6.0 tai trung tam. HS st dung dién thoai quét ma
QR va tham gia tra 15i bang hoi. Bang hoi dugc thiét
ké theo thang Likert 5 bac (hoan toan khong dong
¥ — hoan toan dong ¥).

50% s6 HS tham gia tra 11 phiéu diéu tra cho
rang ho gip khé khin trong viéc trién khai y tudong
cho bai viét va viéc quan 1y thoi gian trong phong
thi. Mic du chi 35% ddng ¥ hodc hoan toan dong y
v6i viée ho thiéu kién thire xa hoi cho cac dé bai dat
ra trong cac bai luan. Nhiing van dé dit ra trong bai
luan IELTS la nhitng van dé toan cau nhu déi nghéo,
y té, bién d6i khi hau, phét trién bén viing, binh ding
trong cac linh vyc xa hoi, thué va viéc 1am, vai trd
cua chinh phu, moéi truong, giao duc, dich bénh, nha
&, van dé nhdp cu, khoang cach gitlra cac thé hé,...
doi hoi thi sinh can c6 mot mie do hiéu biét xa hoi
sau rong, thi viéc trién khai ¥ tudng trong bai viét
m&i logic, théng nhat, chat ché va thuyét phuc. Néu
thi sinh thiéu kién thire xa hoi, bai viét s& hoi hot, véi
dan chimg, 1y 18 khong phu hop va thuyét phuc. 40%
s6 nguoi tham gia cho rang ho gip kho khin trong
viéc tim 1y 1& va dan chung phu hop. Viéc quan ly
thoi gian trong phong thi (40 phut véi mot bai luan
t6i thidu 250 tir), s& 1a mot khé khan rat 16n cho HS
THPT khi ho khong ¢ nhiéu co hoi luyén tap viét
luan bang tiéng Anh & trudng, trong khi nhiéu trudng
THPT hién nay van tap trung vao viéc luyén dé thi
(cha yéu 1a ngir phap, tir vung, doc hiéu) cho ki thi
t6t nghiép THPT.

45% HS tham gia khao sat cho biét ho thiéu tir
vung nang cao cho cac chu dé cua bai luan va khong
¢6 thoi gian dé luyén viét trude ki thi. Bai luan IELTS
doi hoi thi sinh can c6 mot lugng tir vung phong phu,
cao cép (muc do B2, C1, C2), cung voi viée st dung
linh hoat cac cum tur, tir déng nghia, trai nghia. HS
cling khong duoc hoc va luyén tap ki nang thi IELTS
& cac truong phd thong, va thoi gian hoc tip cac mon
hoc khéc tai truong ciing chiém phan 16n thoi gian
ctia thi sinh, vi vay viéc gianh thoi gian luyén viét
va hoc tir vung 1a rat kho khan. 30% HS tham gia
diéu tra cho ring ngit phap chua di tot cho bai luén
IELTS, 20% gap kho khin trong viéc lién két y sir
dung cac lién tir phi hop, va chi 5% cho rang ho gip
kho khan voi viée hiéu dé bai, va chua hai long véi
viéc nhan xét bai viét luyén tap tir GV.

(Xem tiép trang 208)
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10-28.0 7.9-5.0 49-0
Mtrc do 50% | Tham du|Tham dy > 80| Tham dy <
di hoc >90% - 100% |- 90% buoi hoc [80%  buoi
chuyén budi hoc hoc
can theo
TKB

Mac  d0|50% |Nhiét  tinh,| Tham gia trao|Khong

tham gia chu dong, trao|doi, phat bicu|tham gia
cac  hoat doi, phat bicu, |, tham gia thao|thdo luan,
dong hoc tham gia thdo |luan/ thuyét|trao doi,
tap luan/  thuyét|trinh/ thuc hanh|dong gop
trinh/ thye | nhom trong hoat
hanh nhom dong

- Rubrics danh gia bai tdp ca nhdn

Mike df chét lugng
Tiéu chi TA,r(_)ng Tét Kha Trung binh |Kém
SO 100%  |75% 50% 0%
-Mucdo |15% |Hoan Hoan thanh [Hoan thanh |Hoan
hoan thanh thanhtrén |trén75%  |tw50% dén  |thanh
bai tap 95% cac |den dudi | dudi dudi 50%
baitap |95% cac  |75% céc bai |cac bai
giaové | bai tap giao |tap giao vé |tap giao
nha ve nha nha ve nha

- Rubrics ddanh gid bai thi két thiic hoc phan

Mikc dd chét lwong
Tiéu chi |Trong| Tt Kha Trung binh | Kém
S0 100% 75% 50% 0%
-Muc do |20% |Dat  tir|Pat tir 7 diém |Dat tir 5 dén \Dusi 5
dat yéu 8,5 diém|déndu6i8,5 |dusi7 diém |diém
cau bai thi trolén diém

BueGe 4: To chire kiém tra danh gid

T6 chitc KTPG theo ké hoach xay dung. Thoi
gian t6 chitc KTDG hoc phan Phuwong phdp 16 chirc
hoat déng AN cho tré MN thudng dugc té chirc sau
mdi chuong/ bai hoc va két thuc hoc phan. Tuy nhién,
day 1a hoc phan chuyén nghanh nén qué trinh KTDG
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rat cht trong viéc hinh thanh KN, kién thirc nghé
nghiép cho SV nén GV bo mén nén t6 chirc danh gia
thuong xuyén trong suét qué trinh hoc nham dat hiéu
qué cao nhat.
3. Két luan

Danh gia dung két qua hoc tap ctia SV theo chuan
dau ra hoc phan Phuong phdp t6 chirc hoat déng AN
s& gitip cho SV ¢6 ¥ thirc vé nghé nghiép, tinh thin
trach nhiém va c6 ké hoach hoc tap ro rang ban than
d6i véi mon hoc. GV can chi trong cac khau trong
qué trinh d4nh gia dic biét thiét ké noi dung, PP danh
gi4 bam sat v6i chuan dau ra da xac dinh. Pay 1a
qua trinh quan trong gitip SV dat dugc muc ti€u hoc
tap, nang cao chit lugng dao tao hoc phan. Qua trinh
danh gié nay la dong luc thl'lc day doi méi PP day hoc
hoc phan Phuong phap t6 chite hoat dong AN hudng
tGi toi phat trién nang lyc chuyén mén nghiép vu cho
SV dap ung yéu cau Chuong trinh GDPT mai.
Tai li¢u tham khao
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Nhirng kho khan cua hoc sinh....(ié theo trang 135)

Ngir phép trong bai thi yéu cau thi sinh st dung
da dang cac cau trac cau, két hop linh hoat véi cau
phirc, ghep, st dung ménh dé quan h¢, cau dao ngit,
cdu diéu kién, cau bi dong...Viéc ling ting trong viée
két hop cac kién thic ngir phap va trién khai y tuong
ctia bai viét khién cho van dé vé ngir phap ciing 1a mot
thir thach 16n dbi voi thi sinh.
3.Két luan

Véi viée str dung chimg chi tiéng Anh IELTS dé
xét tuyén vao cac co sO Dai hoc trén ca nudc, viéc 6n
thi lay chimg chi tré nén kha phd bién hién nay, tit
nhién van c6 mot sb lugng 16n hoc sinh THPT khong
tham du ki thi ldy chimg chi, ma xét tuyén PH bang ki
thi THPT Qudc gia. Tuy nhién, HS THPT véi lich hoc
cac mon hoc chinh khoa day déc (cac budi sang/ chiéu
trong tuan) s& gap kho khin rat 16n khi tham du ki thi
ldy chimg chi IELTS. Ngoai viéc it thoi gian luyén
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tap, ki nang viét luan doi hoi thi sinh can c6 von hiéu
biét xa hoi va kho tir vung rong, khién viéc dat diém
cao (trén 7.0 cho ki nang viét) 1a thir thach 16n ddi véi
thi sinh. Viéc nim duoc nhiing kho khan cua thi sinh
v6i bai viét luan IELTS s& giup phy huynh va GV phd
thong chuan bi tot hon cho con em va hoc sinh ctia
minh cac kién thtrc va muyc tiéu pht hop cho ki thi nay.
Tai li€éu tham khao
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