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TOM TAT

Tén gido c6 vai tro quan trong doi véi su phdt trién ciia tdc nguoi tiép can tic khia canh
vdan héa, nhdt la nhiing tdc nguoi theo ton gido doc than. Trong nhiéu trudong hop, ton gido
déng vai tro chii dao dan dén nhiing qud trinh phén li hay nhiing quad trinh qui tu toc nguoi.
Tuy nhién, néu xem xét tit khia canh vdn héa, thi téon gido, cho du lo ton gido doc than, ciing
chi la mét trong nhiéu thanh t6 vin héa gép phan lam phong phi vin héa toc nguvi. Béi vi
cdc toc ngudi, trude khi tiep nhan mot ton gido nao do, thi ho da trdi qua mét qud trinh phat
trién lau dai va da cé6 mot nén tang vin héa nhét dinh. Céc ton gido du nhap vao chi c6 thé
g6p phan lam vdn héa toc nguoi thém phong phi, ma khong di stc thay thé mét cach triet dé
nhiing thanh t6 vin héa da cé trude dé. Nhung cé6 mot thuc té la, khong phdi & noi nao ciing
xdy ra mot tinh hudng tuong tu. Déi véi cdc quéc gia A Rap, ton gido cé vai tro quan trong
dén su hinh thanh nhiing nét vin héa khong phdi chi la mot toc ngudi cu thé, ma & nhiéu
cong dong cu dan sinh song tai day. Chinh diéu nay nhu la mot minh chiing vé vai tro clia
ton gido, nhdt la ton gido doc than, cé6 dnh hudng va chi phéi dén su phdt trién cia nhiéu toc
ngudi sinh séng & cac quoc gia khéc nhau. Trong béi canh cu thé ciia cde cong dong cu dan A
Raép, ton gido khong chi gép phan lam phong phti vin héa, ma con cé vai tro quyét dinh dén
su hinh thanh nhiing nét vdn héa chung cho cdc cong dong cu dan sinh song & cdc quoc gia
khdc nhau. Pay la nét khdc biét ctia ving Trung Dong trong qud trinh hinh thanh van héa
toc nguol, néu so sanh vél cdc khu vuc. Bai viét cia chung toi tiép can vdn hoéa clia cdc toc
nguoi A Rép ti khia canh ton gido v6i mong mubn goép phan lam ro thém nét dic thu vdn
héa ciing nhu vai tro cia ton gido trong tién trinh phat trién.

Tie khoa: vin hoa toc nguoi, nguoi A Rap, ton gido
%

Ching toi da c6 mdt s bai viét néi vé  trién cha modt toc nguvi, nhung xét vé
mdi quan hé gifia tdc ngudi va ton gido (Ngd phuong dién van hoéa, thi ton gido cliing chi
Van Lé, 2003, 2004). Trong cac bai viét d6, 12 mdt trong nhiéu thanh t6 (component)
ching toi da phan tich moi lién he gitta toc  van héa cha mot toc ngudi. Vi vay, & trong
nguoi va ton gido trong tién trinh phat trién  mot qudc gia da toc nguvi, da ton gido, thi
lich stt. Nhin nhan moi quan hé toc nguoi  bic tranh van héa toc ngudi & nude d6 rat da
ton gido, ching toi nhan thiy, cho du ton  dang. Ton gido, nhat 14 ton gido doc than co
gido cb vai tro nhu thé nao doi v6i su phat  tac dong rat lén dén khuynh huéng toc
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nguoi ¢ ting quoc gia, timg khu vuc. Trong
thuc t& ton gido 1a tac nhan chinh lam cho
qua trinh toc nguvi c6 thé huéng téi phan li
(divergence) hay qui tu (convergence). Khong
luu ¥ t6i khia canh nay cla ton gido, sé tiém
an nguy cd xung dot, va cung véi cac van dé
kinh t&, x& hoi, c6 thé din dén xung dot toc
nguoi ton gido trong cac qudc gia da tdc
nguoi, da ton giao.

Cho dén nay, do nhiéu li do khéc nhau,
nhiing van dé c6 lién quan t6i khu vuc Trung
Pong noéi chung it duge nghién ciu. Nhiing
thong tin dang tai hang ngay cha yéu 1a vé
mau thuin cia cac nuéc trong khu vuc voi
cac thé luc d& qudc, cac cude xung dot toc
ngudi ton gido. Vi sao lai ¢6 tinh hinh nhu
thé. Bai viét clia ching t6i mong mubn gbp
mdt vai suy nghi nham i gidi c¢di ngudn van
héa clia cac nuée A Rap vira 1a nguyén nhan
dan dén su ¢t két cong dong, nhung ciing 1a
nguyén nhan cta cac cudc xung dot.

Khi nghién ctu van hoéa cia cac dan toc
(hidu 1a quéc gia - dan toc Nation-Etat) trén
thé gidi, cac nha khoa hoc thuong quan tam
dén nguon gdc cha cac cong dong cu dan
trong cac qudc gia d6. Béi vi, thong thudng,
khi cac cong dong cu dan trong mot quoc gia
c6 chung ngudn goc, thi day 12 mot trong
nhiing yéu t0 dian dén tinh tuong dong vé
van hoéa. Trong mot quoc gia da tdc ngudi,
thi bic tranh vin héa clia quoc gia d6 ciing
phan anh tinh da dang van héa. Van héa
clia mot toc nguvi cu thé gin lién véi su sang
tao cla toc ngudi d6 trong tién trinh lich si.
Bat ky mot toc ngudi nao trén thé gidi,
khong phan biét so lugng dan cu dong hay
it, & trinh do phat trién kinh t&, xa hoi cao
hay thap, thi vé phuong dién vin héa,
nhiing gia tri van hoéa cta ho ciing phai dugc
ton trong va binh ding nhu nhiing gia tri

van hoéa cia cac toc ngudi khac. Su hinh
thanh vin héa clia cic nude A Rép, bén canh
nhiing nét chung c6 tinh phd quat cta lich si
nhén loai, lai ¢6 nhiing nét dac thu. Vay dau
12 nhiing nét dac thi cia viung dat nay dan
dén nhiing khac biét so véi cac dia phuong
khac trong qua trinh hinh thanh cong dong
van héa? D& c6 thé tim hiéu vé van d¢& nay,
ching t6i danh mdt s6 trang néi vé nhiing
van chung clia qua trinh hinh thanh vin héa
tdc nguoi.

Céac qudc gia da toc nguoi thudng 1a cac
quoc gia da vian hoéa. Trong lich st phat
trién clha cac qudc gia trén thé giéi, do rat
nhiéu nguyén nhan khic nhau da dan dén
tinh hinh da tdc ngudi. Hau hét cac qudc gia
trén thé giéi hién nay 1a nhiing quoc gia da
toc nguoi (hién c6 trén 6.500 ngdon ngti dang
duge st dung, nhung chua téi 200 qudc gia
va ving lanh thd 13 thanh vién cha Lién
Hop Quéc), nén khong c6 su dong nhat gitia
dan tdc (Nation) va toc nguoi (Ethnie).
Trong mot quoc gia da tdc ngudi, mdi cu dan
sinh song trong quoc gia d6 c6 hai y thic: a)
¥ thic qudc gia dan toc (¥ thic thude vé qude
gia hay y thic cong dan) va b) ¥ thic thudc
vé toc ngudi nao). Trong nhing quoc gia
tuong d@oi thuan nhit vé phuong dién tdc
nguvi (nhitng nuéc ma thanh phan toc ngudi
thiéu so chiém du6i 10% dan s6 ca nuéc), thi
¥ thic toc ngudi va y thic qudc gia dan toc
12 mot, nén y thic dan tdoc rat manh mé -
biéu hién cha cht nghia dan tdoc. Trong
truong hop ngudi Han Quoc, nhu 13 mot thi
du, vi y thidc dan toc va y thic toc nguoi la
mot, nén y thic dan toc thé hién rat manh
mé trong moi khia canh cia doi song. Qua
trinh hinh thanh dan toc Han Quoc véi tinh
thuan nhat vé phuong dién tdc nguovi (tinh
tuong d6i trong tuong quan so sanh véi cac
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quoc gia khéc), nén khong thé c6 da vian
héa. Tuy nhién, trong nhiing nam gan day,
mot mat, qua trinh toan cau héa nhu la tat
yéu lich sif tac dong sau sic dén doi song cha
cac cong dong cu dan trong d6 c6 Han Qudc,
dan dén giao luu van hoéa toc nguvi. Mat
khac, cac cuoc hon nhan xuyén quoc gia gitia
nam gi6i Han Quoc v6i phu nit nuc ngoai
(trong d6 c6 Viet Nam) din dén hinh thanh
cac gia dinh da van héa va rong hon 1a hinh
thanh cong dong da van hoéa (hiéu theo tinh
hudng trong modt cong dong nhat dinh nhu
mot lang, mot x& c6 cac cudc hon nhan xuyén
quoc gia). Trong boi canh dé6 ¢ Han Quoc da
xuat hién khai niém “xa hdi da van hoa”
(Kim, Won Sook, 2011). Xa hoi da van hoéa &
Han Quoc c6 lich sir hinh thanh khac véi cac
xa hoi da van hbéa nhu Australia hay Viét
Nam. Ban than cac quoc gia nhu Australia
hay Viét Nam la ngay ti khi hinh thanh da
12 cac quoc gia da toc ngudi, nén ngay tir khi
ra doi da 1a cac quoc gia da van hoa.

Con cdc nuéc A Rap rdo rang c6 tinh
hinh khac so véi Han Quoc hay Viéet Nam.
Nhung tai sao khu vuc nay lai ¢6 su tuong
dong vé van hoéa gilia cac toc ngudi? Néu
thita nhan van héa 14 san phdm do chinh
toc nguoi do sang tao hay ti€p thu c6 chon
loc tir cac tdoc nguvi khac va ban dia héa do
quéa trinh giao luu van hoéa ma cé, thi mai toc
ngudi c6 nén van héa riéng cha minh, cho du
cic tdc nguvi song xen k& trong modt modi
truong cu thé. O ddng bing séng Ctiu Long,
cac toc nguoi Viet, Khmer, Hoa, Cham song
xen ké va da xady ra qua trinh giao luu van
héa hinh thanh mot nét van héa chung cho
ca khu vuc, ma c¢6 ngudi goi d6 la “van minh
miét vudon” (Son Nam). Nhung, néu xem xét
ki, ching ta lai thay c6 su khac biét giira cac

toc ngoi trén phuong dién vin hoéa duge thé
hién khac nhau trong van héa vat thé va phi
vat thé. Vay tai sao ving Trung Pong, noi c6
nhiéu tdoc nguvi sinh song lai c6 su tuong
dong vé van héa?

Vung Trung Can Pong la mdt trong
nhiing cai ndi hinh thanh s6m nhit hoat
dong kinh t& sdn xuit nong nghiép (Peter
Bellwood, 2010). Va ciing c6 1&¢ vi viy ma
xuat hién nén van minh sém, din dén noi
day ra doi nhiéu ton gido 16n thé gigi. Cac
cong dong cu dan noi day c6 ngudn goc khac
nhau, th8 hién trong ngdn ngit. Cac nude A
Rap 1a nhiing qudc gia da tdc nguvi. Trong
céc qudc gia A Rap, cung cu tra véi ngudi A
Rap con c6 cac cong dong cu dan khac. Thi
du nhu & Siri, ngoai ngudi A Rap 1a toc
nguoi chinh chiém t6i 88% dan s6 ca nudc,
con ¢6 t6i 8 toc nguvi khac nhu nguoi Kurd,
nguoi Turkmen, nguti Armenia, nguti chau
Au; hay tai Iraq, bén canh ngudi A Réap con
¢6 ngudi Kurd, ngudi The Nhi Ky, ngudi
Iran, ngudi chau Au. Thanh phan toc ngudi &
cac nudc con lai cling c6 tinh hinh tuong tu
(G. Spaznhikop, 1976). Cac qudc gia da toc
nguovi thudng 1a nhiing quoc gia da ton gido.
Bé6i co ché mé rong lanh thd cha ton gido
khac v6i co ché md rong lanh tho toc nguvi.
Lanh thd toc ngudi duge mé rong cha yéu
bang con dudng bao luc. Cac toc ngudi cé uu
thé vé dan cu, vé trinh do phat trién kinh
t&, xa hoi, khi c¢6 nhu cau lanh thd thuong
ding phuong phap bao luc dé dat dugc tham
vong ciia minh. Do dung stic manh dé md
rong lanh thd, nén cac toc ngudi khi da
chién thing trén chién trudong thuong di dan
dén dinh cu, din dén lanh tho toc ngudi
dugc mé rong kha nhanh. Con co ché mé
rong 1anh tho cla cic ton gido cht yéu dua
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vao nang luc clia cAc nha truyén gido. Mot
nha truyén gido giodi cling chi c6 thé mé rong
tdm anh hudng trong mot khong gian cho
phép. Mat khac, su tiép nhan mot ton gido
méi (thuc chat 1a mdt van héa méi) ciing
khong gidng nhau gitia cac cong dong toc
nguoi, tham chi ciing khong gidng nhau
ngay trong mot toc nguvi. Thanh phan toc
nguoi da dang & mot khu vuc tat yéu dan
dén da ton gigo. Cac nudc A Rap hau hét 1a
cac nuéc da ton gido nhu Siri, Libang, Iraq.
Tung quoc gia trong khu vic bén canh ton
giao chinh nhu dao Islam, con c6 dao Cong
gido cha ngudi chau Au, An do gido clia nguoi
An Db va céc ton gido gén lién véi ting toc
nguoi nhu ngudi Armenia. Tuy nhién, dao
Islam la ton gido chinh cia cu dan ving nay
nhu Siri ¢6 t6i 89% cu dan theo dao Islam,
Iraq c6 94,5% cu dan theo dao Islam, Jordani
cO t6i 95% cu dan theo dao Islam, co t6i
99,7% cu dan A Rap Saudi theo dao Islam (G.
Spaznhikop, 1976). Bic tranh ton gido & cac
quéc gia A Rap hét stc da dang, bdi thanh
phan tdc ngudi da dang trong tiing qubc gia,
nhung dai bd phan cu dan A Rap la tin @
dao Islam, c6 t6i trén 90% dan s¢ ving nay
theo dao Islam (G. Spaznhikop, 1976).

Ton gido 1a mot hién tugng xa hoi va
van héa. Trong lich st phat trién cha cac toc
ngudi da va dang theo nhiing ton gido khac
nhau, lam cho biic tranh van héa toc nguoi
thém phong pha. Cac ton gido quoc t& hay
khu vuc déu c6 gigo luat, gido 1i. Gido luat,
giao 1i qui dinh hanh vi Gng x{ caa cac tin
do, chic sic ddi v6i thién nhién, ddi véi con
nguoi. Moi tin d0, chic sic déu phai thuc
hién nghiém tac gido luat, gido li. Cac ton
gido lai c6 niém tin khac nhau vé vii tru, vé
cudc song hién tai va tuong lai, nén t6 chiic
cong dong, gido luat, gido i cling khac nhau.

Khi da tin theo mot tin diéu (niém tin ton
gido) tin d0, chic sic tuan tha thuc thi
nhiing qui dinh d6 thuong xuyén din dén
hinh thanh nét van hoéa khac biét v6i cac
cong dong cu dan khac. Tén gigo chi 1a mot
thanh t0 vin héa clia mot toc ngudi, cho du
do 1a ton gido thé gi6i hay khu vuc. Nhung
tai sao nhilng ngudi A Rap lai c6 su thong
nhit van héa?

Nhu ching t6i d4 nhan manh, mic du &
cac nuée A Rap 1a cac quoc gia da tdoc nguoi,
da ton gido, nhung dai b9 phan cu dan trong
cac quoc gia do theo Islam. C6 thé néi Islam
da chi phdi sau sic dén doi song kinh t&,
chinh tri, vin héa cta cac cu dan trong khu
vuc. Tin diéu co ban cla dao Islam 1a “van
vat khong phai la chida, chi ¢6 chan Chaa;
Mohammed la st gia caa chta”. Kinh Coran
12 kinh dién than thanh duy nhat cha dao
Islam, 12 nguon goc ché dd tin ngudng va ton
gido ctia dao Islam, 14 nguyén tic co ban cla
gido i dao Islam, va lap phap nuéc Islam, 1a
chuén mic toi cao dé chi dao moi hanh vi ca
nhan va doi song xa hodi cla tin do. Nguvi
tin do Islam trong doi song hang ngay phai
tudn tht nam bdn phan cén ban cia Islam.
Nam bon phan 1a nam tru cot cha dic tin 1a:
xéc tin, cAu nguyén hang ngay, nhin &n ban
ngay thang 9 Islam lich, b thi va hanh
huong thanh dia Mecca. DP6i v6i cu dan
Islam, viéc thuc hién nam bén phan cin ban
c6 tam quan trong dac biét, vi gido chu
Mohammed da khéng dinh nam bdn phan
dé 12 nam tru cot nén tang cha dao Islam.
MBbi tin do Islam nhan thic mot cach day da
nam bdn phan d6 va thuc hién nghiém tac.
Hon nifa, theo quan niém chung cta cac tin
do Islam, moi ca nhan déu binh ding trudc
Thugng d&€ Allah va hoan toan chiu trach
nhiém vé tat ci cac hanh vi ciia minh trong
ngay phéan xét cudi cung. La nhiing tin do
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ngoan dao, nhiing nguti theo dao Islam trén
toan thé giéi thuc thi mot cach day du cac
bdn phan va tran trong nhiing nét van hoéa,
nhat 14 kinh Coran. Trai qua hang ngan
nam tir thé hé nay dén thé hé khac, tir dic
tin bién thanh hanh dong nhiing tin do
Islam da hinh thanh nhimng thanh t6 van
héa 1am nén su khac biét véi cac cong dong
cu dan khac khong theo Islam. Nhiing thanh
t0 van héa dé dugc truyén dan tir thé hé nay
dén thé hé khac dan dén hinh thanh nén
van hoéa chung, con goi 1a van minh Islam,
cha tat cd cong dong cu dan Islam trén
pham vi toan thé gi6i. P6 1a nhiing gid tri
van héa chung clia cad cong dong Islam.
Trong truong hop cu thé nay, ton gido da cb
vai tro to lén va quyét dinh dén su hinh
thanh van hoéa khong chi d6i v6i mot toc
ngudi cu thé, ma cad mot cong dong cu dan
thudc cac toc nguoi khac nhau, sinh sdng
trong cac quoc gia khac nhau, nhung cung
theo mot ton gido. Ching ta khong thay co6
tinh hinh tuong tu & cac khu vuc khac, khi
ma cu dan c6 niém tin ton gido nhu nhau.
Thi du nhu & khu vuc Pong Nam A, noi c6
cic toc nguvi sinh séng & cac qudc gia khac
nhau cing theo mdt niém tin ton gido,
nhung lai c¢6 su khac biét vé van héa (nhu
cac nu6c Thai Lan, Mién Dién, Lao,
Campuchia ma qudc gido 1la Phat gido,
nhung lai c¢6 nhiéu khac biét trong van héa
vat thé va van hoa phi vat thé). Cling trong
b&i canh d6, nhung & cac qudc gia A Rap lai
¢6 tinh hinh khac. Tai sao ¢6 tinh hinh nhu
vay? Theo chang toi, véi tu cach 1a mot ton
giao ban than Islam khong di manh dé chi
phoi dén van hoéa cac tdoc nguvi, néu khong
¢6 su tham gia tich cuc cia nha nudc. Ton
gido va nha nuéc 1a hai cong dong khong
dong nhat véi nhau vé moi phuong dién
(nhu vai trd, chiic ning cling nhu co ciu t6

chiec...). Nhung c6 mot thuc t& 1a & dau co su
lien két gifta ton gido va nha nude, thi & d6
sé tao nén sic manh dé& giai cip cam quyén
c6 thé dat duoc khat vong chinh phuc va ap
bic cac toc nguoi khac. Su hop nhat ban
nguyén ton gido va ban nguyén thé tuc, bd
may va quyén luc ton gido. Khong & mot
vuong quoc Islam, mot nha nuéc Islam nio
lai c6 to chiic gido hoi chong lai nha nuéc.
Khac v6i Thién chaa gido, Islam da hinh
thanh trong diéu kién hop nhit chinh tri -
ton gido, con nhiing thi linh cta né 1a chinh
cac thi linh chinh tri va dong thoi cling 1a
cac thi linh ton gido - cac nha tién tri, cac
quoc vuong va nhiing nguvi trg gitp ho tai
cac quoc gia d6. Trong nhimng truong hop
nhu vAy s@ic manh cila nha nuéc va sic
manh clia ton gido 12 mot su cong hudng dé
thuc hién céc cong viéc caa dao va doi.

0 nhiing cu dan theo dao Islam c6 mot
su cong cam véi nhiing nguvi dong dao dugc
thé hién qua thanh chién. Diéu nay thé hién
ro khi cac tin d6 Islam tham gia trong céac
cudc xung dot & nhiéu noi trén thé gigi. Tinh
than nay c6 mat tich cuc trong chia sé kho
kh#n gitia nhitng ngudi dong dao, nhung s&
1a rat kho khan khi gidi quyét cac cude xung
dot, ma lgi ich giita cac bén khong ro rang.
C6 1&, do viéc giao luu nhu vay gitia cac cong
dong cu dan dan dén nhiing nét vian héa
chung cho ca khu vuc. Truéc bat ky mot su
kién nao c6 lién quan t6i niém tin (nhu
tranh biém hoa, dot kinh Coran..) déu bi coi
l1a phi bang dao Islam hay Mohmmed nguti
sang lap dao Islam, va c6 su phan lng gay
gat cha cong dong Islam trén toan thé gi6i.
Nhiing su kién xuéng dudong biéu tinh chong
My dang dién ra & hau hét cic qudc gia
Islam trong nhiing nam gan day da néi lén
tat ca. Mot bic tranh biém hoa in trong tap
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chi, mot bo phim dugc cong dién, néu c6 mot
chi tiét, du rat nhé c6 y phé phan Islam, déu
12 nhitng nguyén nhan dan dén su phan no
clia ca cong dong Islam.

Ton gido cb vai tro quan trong doi véi qua
trinh hinh thanh van héa toc nguoi. Tuy vay,
xét vé tong thé van hoéa clia mot toc ngudvi, thi
ton gido chi 12 mot trong nhiéu thanh t6 cau
thanh van héa toc nguoi. Nguvi Viet theo
nhiéu ton gido c6 ton gido thé gisi (nhu Phat
gido, Thién Chia gido, Tin Lanh) c6 ton gido
ban dia (nhu Cao Pai, Hoa Hao), nhung cac
ton giao do chi géop phan lam phong phi van
héa Viét, ma khong c6 vai tro chi phdi nhu
dao Islam trong van hoéa cta cac cu dan A
Rap. Nhiing cong dong cu dan theo mdt ton
gido sé it gap kho khan trong qua trinh giao
luu ti€p xic véi nhiing cu dan dong ton gido.
Nguoc lai, nhiing cong dong cu dan theo cac
ton gido khac nhau, sé rat kho khan trong
qua trinh hoi nhap. Cac quéc gia A Rap la
nhiing quoc gia da toc nguovi, da ton gido va
da vian héa (xét theo ngudon gbc dan cu),
nhung hau hét cu dan ving nay theo Islam.
Cu dan theo ton gido doc than do thuc hién
nghiém tac gido luat, gido li da dan dén hinh
thanh nét van hoéa chung cho cd mot cong
déng. Ro rang trong truong hop cac cu dan A
Rap, ton gido da déng vai tro cha dao trong
dong chay van hoa clia ca cong dong cu dan.
Mac du, trude khi Islam ra doi hay du nhap
vao cac quoc gia lang giéng, thi ban than céc

tdc nguvi sinh song tai cac qudc gia nay da co
mot nén van hoa. Islam hoa cac cong dong cu
dan A Rap 1a bidu hién 1o vai tro clia ton gido
trong viéc hinh thanh van héa ciia mot cong
dong cu dan (bao gom nhiéu thanh phan toc
ngudi, sinh séng & nhiéu quoc gia khac nhau).
Pay 1a mot truong hop kha dac biét, néu so
séanh v6i cac cong dong cu dan theo ton gido
doc than, nhung tin d6 lai séng & cac quoc gia
khac nhau. Nhiing cong dong cu dan Dong
Nam A theo Phat gido tuy ¢6 chung niém tin,
lai thuc hanh gido luat, gido 1i va cac nghi
thiic nhu nhau ¢6 nhiéu y&u t6 van héa giong
nhau, nhung khong thé hinh thanh mot cong
dong van héa Phat gido nhu & cac quoc gia
Trung Pong. SG di ¢6 tinh hinh nay 1a vi cac
tin d6 Phat gido ¢ Pong Nam A khong cb
cong dong ngdn ngili, gitia gido hoi va nha
nuéc khong cd6 mdi quan hé tuong tac bén
viing nhu & cac nuéc Trung Pong. Mat khac,
can thay rd dac trung clia dao Islam 1a c6 su
hgp nhat clia ban nguyén ton gido va ban
nguyén thé tuc, bd may va quyen luc ton gido.
Khong modt quoc gia Islam gido nio, mdt nha
nudc Islam gido nao lai c6 td chiic chong nha
nu6e. Chinh su hop nhat ban nguyén ton gido
va ban nguyén thé tuc khi hinh thanh gia tri
toi cao cha ton gido da anh hudng t6i nhiéu
mit cha truyén thong van hoa Islam gido.
Pay 1la nguyén nhan chinh dan dén hinh
thanh vin héa chung clia cong dong cu dan
cac quoc gia A Rap.

ARABIAN ETHNIC CULTURE VIEWED
FROM THE RELIGIOUS PERSPECTIVE
Ngo Van Le
University of Social Sciences and Humanities
Vietnam National University of Ho Chi Minh City
ABSTRACT
Religion plays an important role in the lives of ethnic groups viewed from cultural
perspective, particularly for groups who follow monotheism. In many cases, religion plays the
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main role in the ethnic segregation or convergence. However, if considered from the cultural
perspective, religion, even monotheism, is only one of the cultural elements which diversify
culture. This is because ethnic groups adopt a specific religion in the context of a previous
cultural pedigree. The religion adopted therefore will only partly diversify the culture; it
cannot totally replace all the previous cultural elements. But this truism does not hold
everywhere. In Arabian countries, religion plays the decisive role in the formation of cultural
elements not only of one specific ethnic group, but of nearly all the communities. Monotheism
influences and controls the development of many ethnic groups in different countries,
contributing to the diversification of culture, and playing the decisive role in forming common
cultural elements of the various communities across different countries. This is how the
Middle East differs in the process of forming ethnic groups. This article approaches the
Arabian cultures from the religious perspective, with the purpose of clarifying cultural
characteristics as well as the role of religion in the development process.
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