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TO CHUC XA HOI TRUYEN THONG VA LOAI HINH
CU TRU CUA NGUOI KHMER NAM BO
Lam Van Rang
Truong Chinh tri tinh Tra Vinh

TOM TAT

Nguwoi Khmer ¢ dong bang song Ciru Long dé hinh thanh ba ving dén cu tdp trung lon:
vung Soc Trang — Bac Liéu — Ca Mau (SOc Trang, Vinh Chdu, Vinh Loi),vung An Giang —
Kién Giang (Vong Thé, Tri T6n, Nha Bang, phia Tay Bac Ha Tién), ving Tra Vinh — Vinh
Long. Té chirc xa héi ciia ngwoi Khmer 1a phum, séc. Quan Iy va diéu hanh phum, séc do
mét nguweoi l6n tudi co uy tin trong cong dong dam nhdn. Sinh hogt cia phum, sé¢c mang tinh
chdt céng dong tw qudn. Newoi Khmer thuong cuw trii trén dat giong, dat rugng, ven theo
kénh va cac con lach nho, hodc o cac “vanh khan” chan nui.

Tar khoa: nguroi Khmer, Nam Bg, xa héi, cu tri

1. Ba vung dan cw Khmer ¢ Nam B9

T cudi thé ky XV dau thé ky XVI,
ngudi Khmer ¢ dong bang séng Cau Long
da hinh thanh ba ving dan cu tap trung I6n:

Vimg Soc Trang — Bac Liéu — Ca Mau
(chai yéu la Séc Trang, Vinh Chdu, Vinh Loi).
O day, cac ving K& Sach, Long Phu, My
Xuyén 1a dat Phu Sa Ian nhiéu cat va ¢ cac
giong ven bién. Nguoc lai ¢ cac huyén Thanh
Tri, Hoa Thuan la ving dat sét ¢ nhiéu phén
nén khong canh tac dugc l0a ma chi ¢o ring
chdi, ring tram. Ving by bién & day thuoc
loai dat bun. Mua khé nudc man Ién t6i tan
Pai Ngéi nén céc x4, 4p xung quanh dat dai
bi nhidm phén ning. Giira cac giong la bd
bién, dit thap va lay 16i, nén chua thu hit
dugc dong cu dan cu tri. Piac trung ndi bat
cua vung nay la sy cu trtt dan xen gitta nguoi
Khmer, Viét, Hoa dan dén su hoa nhap mot
céch sAu sac vé vin hoa giita cac dan toc, tao
nén yéu t6 van héa chung ctia viing.

Vung An Giang - Kién Giang (chu yéu
la Vong Thé, Tri Ton, Nha Bang, sau dén
phia Tay Bdc Ha Tién). Ving nay con duoc
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goi la ving ndi Tay Nam bao gém tir gi4c
Long Xuyén; vung nui cao doc bién giéi
Campuchia thugc ddy Bay NGi va mot sb
ndi nho khac (ndi Sap, ndi Ba Thé). Vung
Ha Tién c6 mot it nui da voi chay dai theo
vinh Théi Lan. Thién nhién ¢ day da dang
va ciing rat khic nghiét da anh hudng
khéng nho dén tinh trang cu trd, sinh hoat,
san xuat ciia ngudi Khmer va nguoi Viét.
Céc tu liéu suu tim dugc cha yéu la ghi
chép vé cong cudc sinh séng va khai khan
cua nguoi Viét, con nguoi Khmer thi chua
dugc cha ¥ ghi chép day du. Tac gia Son
Nam trong tap bién khao Lich st khan
hoang mién Nam cho rang: “Nhitng con sb
trén chi ghi nhitng thon xa do nguoi Viét
thanh lap. Phia Hau Giang ruéng nuong
chua dén ndi it 6i, dan sé khong quéa thua
thét, chi vi phan Cuong Vuc Chi khong ghi
lai dan s, dién tich cac séc Cao Mién, tap
trung ¢ ving Tra Vinh, Bac Liéu, Can Tho,
Rach Gia, Soc Trang. Riéng vé ving Ha
Tién ghi 6 phd, so cia ngudi Tau, 26 s6c
Cao Mién va 19 xa thon Viét Nam” [7].
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Cu dan Khmer ¢ vung nay thuoc hai
tinh bién gigi Tdy Nam la An Giang va
Kién Giang. Nguol Khmer ¢ day xay dung
phum, soc trén ddi hay trén céc giong ven
kénh trong nhitng ving dat thip hoic ven
chan ndi quanh ddy Bay Nui. Ngoai ra,
ngudi Khmer con cu tri ven cac thi tran,
thi xa nhu Tri Tén, Ha Tién, Rach Gia, mac
dd séng ven quanh céc thi tran, thi x&
nhung ho theo thoi quen, Van cu tra theo
tirng phum, s6c va lam ruéng nudc.

Vung Tra Vinh — Vinh Long (con goi la
vling néi dia). Bia hinh ving nay phang
thip, ¢6 nhitng séng dat doc theo hai bo
séng Tién, sdng Hau va nhiing go dat chay
song song Véi by bién cao mot vai mét.
Nhiing song dat va go dit nay dugc nguoi
Khmer goi 1a “phno” (giong). Nhitng giong
hay go dét 1a ving dat phu sa cd, trén mat
1a dét cét pha thit, dudi sau la dat sét, d&
thoat nudc. Pay 1a nhitng dai duyén hai xua
cii ma dong bang trong qua trinh tién dan ra
bién hinh thanh nén. Pay 1 mot trong
nhitng viing cu tri c¢6 xua nhat cia ngudi
Khmer ¢ dong biang sdng Ciu Long ma
minh ching la nhiing chua, thap duogc xay
dung trude day nhiéu thé ky, hién con duoc
bao Iwu. Phum, soc ciia nguoi Khmer phan
I6n dugc xay dung trén cac dai dat giong,
mot sd cu tril xen k& trong cac trﬁng dong
ruong ménh mong goi la “6”, mot sb cu tro
ven kénh va ven b bién.

Trong s6 d6, ving Khmer Séc Tring,
Can Tho, Bac Liéu la dja ban cu tri ¢o xua
nhat cua nguoi Khmer[6]. Theo nghién ctu
cua tac gia nguoi Phap thi vao khoang nam
1886, ngudi Khmer & Tra Vinh chiém
khoang 30% dan sd, & Soc Trang chiém
27%, Rach Gi4 26%, Chau DPbc 18%, Bac
Liéu 18%, Can Tho 8%[8]. Do d6 ta thiy
nguoi Khmer ciing chiém mot ti 1& dan sb
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kha cao nhung chua phai 1a chiém ti 18
tuyét dbi trong dan s6 Nam Bo.
2. T6 chirc x& hoi clia ngwoi Khmer

Pén thé ky XVII, cing véi nguoi
Khmer con cé 16p cu dan nguoi Viét tir
ving Thuan Quang dén khai khan déng
bang séng Ciu Long va lap nhiing lang
nguoi Viét. Vung cu dan nguoi Viét, nguoi
Khmer di phat trién nhanh chong. Dé truc
tiép quan 1y cu dan, nim 1698, chia
Nguyén thiét 1ap ¢ day bo may cai tri. Nam
1757, cong cudc Nam tién cua nguoi Viét
co ban hoan tat va tién sdu dén ving tan
cing Ca Mau. Duéi triéu Nguyén, tong sb
ngudi Khmer tuy khong dén 150.000 ngudi
nhung van duoc coi la mot sic dan c6 du
quyén loi nhu ngudi Viét.

Vén 1a cu dan nong nghiép, & ving dong
biang song Ctru Long, ngudi Khmer da tap
hop nhau lai thanh nhiing don vi xa hdi tu
quan. M&i tap thé dinh cu trén mot dia diém
bam sat dat trong trot goi 1a phum. Pon vi
cao hon phum va bao gdm nhiéu phum goi la
srok (theo Viét hda la séc). Phum soc khong
phai 1a don vi hanh chinh nha nudc, ma la
nhimg don vi X& hoi ¢6 truyén, rang budc
nhau béi cac phong tuc, I€ nghi ma & dé ngoi
chua la trung tam sinh hoat van hoa.

Trong doi sdng cuia ngudi Khmer viing
dong bang séng Ciru Long, phum 1a don vi
cur tra thuong bao gém tir 5-7 gia dinh, song
quay quan trong mot khoanh dat nhat dinh,
trén nhiing dai dat cao (dwoc goi la nhitng
“gidng dat, gidng cat”). Xung quanh phum
thuong trong tre gai (lodi tre cd gai) bao
quanh thay cho viéc lam tudng bao dé bao
V¢ cac gia dinh trong phum. “Lap phum,
ngudi ta chon noi dat tdt, cao rao, xac dinh
khudn vién, trong tre xung quanh dé lam rao
khép kin, quay mit ra duong céi, ¢ cong ra
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vao, bén trong ngin nip, nha ¢ theo thw ty,
tung ho ¢6 noi lam chuéng trau, bo, heo, noi
chat rom khé. Phum rong con c6 chut dat &
phia sau d&& mdi ho c6 thé trong trot chut it
rau, dau, hanh, 6t...”[9]. Cac gia dinh trong
phum hau hét c6 quan hé huyét thong va
quan hé hon nhan vaéi nhau. Thong thuong
gom gia dinh cua cha me, gia dinh cua cac
con géi va con ré.

Quan 1y va diéu hanh phum do mot
ngudi 16n tudi ¢ uy tin trong cong dong
dam nhan, bat ké 1a dan 6ng hay dan ba va
thudng dugc goi 13 “mé phum” (trong tiéng
Khmer me—ftech nghia 1a me, la nguoi cai
quan gia dinh, vé sau mg rong nghia ra, 1a
truong, 1a ngudi ding dau)[6]. “Mé phum”
c6 trdch nhiém cham lo céng viéc noi bod
cua phum va quan hé véi bén ngoai phum.
Nhitng cdng viéc d6 thuong nang vé céc
hoat dong tin ngudng ton gido, nhu cung
Neakta, ciing Arik, t6 chic 1én chia trong
cac ngay I8, cac cong viéc lién quan dén
chu ky doi nguoi nhu cudi hoi, tang ma,
van dong cic gia dinh gitp d& 1an nhau
trong doi séng, san xuat va sinh hoat. ..

Sinh hoat cua phum mang tinh chat
cong ddng ty quan cia mot tap hop ngudi
vira c6 quan hé cung huyét thong lai vira 6
quan hé lanh thd lang giéng. Thanh vién
trong phum 1 nhiing gia dinh ba con huyét
théng, nhung mdi gia dinh thanh vién 13
mot don vi kinh té doc lap. Xét theo quan
hé huyét thdng, tinh lién két huyét thng
trong phum ciing rat 1ong léo, no khong du
tao nén nhitng dong ho c6 tinh ké thua lau
doi, n6 cling khong c6 nhiing loai cua cai
chung nhu dat huong hoa, tir duong... dé
lam co so lién két kinh té chung.

O ving ddng bang séng Ctru Long, s6c
cta dong bao Khmer ciing 1a mét don vi cu
trd, 16n hon phum, twong ty nhu lang cua
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ngudi Viét. MGi soc gdm nhiéu phum va
mot ngdi chiia, nhitng séc¢ 16m hon co thé c6
hai ngdi chua. Ngbi chua la bd mat cua
phum séc nén dugc xay dung rat cong phu.
Viéc quan 1y soc duoc giao cho ban quan tri
soc, ma ngudi dimg dau duoc goi 1a “mé
soc” do ban quan tri s6¢c bau ra. Nhiing
thanh vién trong ban quan tri dugc nhan dan
tuyén chon trong s6 nhitng dan 6ng 16n tudi
cd uy tin, co trinh d6 hoc vén, hiéu biét
phong tuc, tap quén, cO tinh than trach
nhiém. Cung véi ban quan tri, “mé soc”
trong coi didu hanh cac coéng viéc chung
thudc ndi bo cua sbc, thay mat cho céc thanh
vién trong s6c thuc hién cac cong viéc doi
ngoai, duy tri mdi lién hé thuong xuyén giia
nha chua vai dan soc.

Bén canh bd may tu quan phum, soc
con ¢ hé thdng té chirc nha chua. Pung
dau mdi chtia c6 mot vi su Ca (luc gru) la
nguoi tryu tri ngdi chua, vi 1anh dao ton gido
cao nhat cia mot hoic vai s6c. Nguoi
Khmer coi su Ca la dai dién cho dic Phat,
nhitng 10i gi4o huin cua su Ca dugc nhan
dan ton trong va thuc thi mét cach nghiém
tic. Su Ca con 1a nguoi dai dién cho tang
I6p tri thac cao nhit trong cong dong.
Trong méi chlia cing véi su Ca va cac su
sdi chuyén lo cac viéc ton gido con co to
chic cua tin d6 1a ban quan tri chia (Kna
k& ma ca wat) géom c6 6ng cha chua (Nhém
wat), thay phu trach nghi I& (Acha wat) va
cac vi khac phu trach vé tai chinh, Phat su.
Ban quan tri chua thay mat nha chua dung
ra to chuc, hoach dinh chuwong trinh céc
budi I, dinh dia t6 cho chia, giai quyét
nhitng vin d& Phat sy nhu sira sang, tring
tu choa, tim kiém nhitng ngan khoan chi
ti€u cho nha chua...

Trude khi c6 luu dan nguoi Viét, nguoi
Hoa, nguoi Cham dén ving dong bang song
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Ctru Long thi nguoi Khmer 1a thanh phan cu
dan duy nhét cu tra & day. Ho quan ty theo
timg phum, soc dau tién trén cac gidng dat,
gidng cat. X& hoi ngudi Khmer lic by gio
la hoan toan tu quan vai bo may quan ly
diéu hanh hét sac gian don. Dac biét, khi
quan cu ¢ dau, ngudi Khmer déu lap chua
tho Phat. Mdi soc ¢6 mét chua, su sdi dugc
dé cao. Moi mau thuan trong x& hoi déu do
cac su dan xép, phan xi. Tinh hinh biét 1ap
va ty quan nhu thé kéo dai cho téi khi nha
Nguyén vuon téi Kiém soat va thiét lap hé
théng hanh chinh nha nudc. Trong khudn
khd bd may cai tri caa nha Nguyén, phum
s6c Khmer ¢ dong bang séng Ciru Long di
bi tich hop vao céc x4 4p chinh thic cua
chinh quyén. GS. Mac Pudng di nhan xét:
“Cho dén thé ky XVII, nguoi Khmer ¢ dong
bang séng Cau Long van séng khu biét va
khéng c6 méi quan hé hanh chinh véi bat cir
qudc gia nao thoi d6”’[6].
3. Hinh thai cw tra trén cac dia ban
nguwoi Khmer

Cian cir vao dic diém dia ly mdi sinh,
ngudi Khmer ¢ déng biang séng Ciru Long
c6 cac loai hinh cu tra chi yéu sau:

— Cuw trit trén dit giong

Pay 14 hinh thai cu tri phd bién nhat
ciing 13 hinh thai cu trd sém nhat cia nguoi
Khmer & ddng bing sdng Cuu Long, tap
trung cha yéu & cac tinh: Tra Vinh, Vinh
Long, Soc Tring, Can Tho. Gidng c6 hai loai
giong: giong duyén hai va giong ven song.
Pit giong 12 loai phi sa ¢, trén mat 1a dét cat
pha thit, dudi sau 1a dat sét dé thoat nudc, dat
dai kho rdo, va khong bi nhiém min. Pay la
nhitng dai dat duyén hai xua cii trong qua
trinh tién dan ra bién hinh thanh nén.

C6 thé néi dat gidng 13 noi cu tra dau
tién cua nguoi Khmer & dong bang song

76

Cuu Long. Khi dong biang séng Ciru Long
chua dugc khai pha, phan Ién noi day con
hoang vu, ngap 16i thi dat gidng 14 noi dirng
chan thich hop dau tién cia con ngudi dé
sau d6 dan dan m¢g rong viéc khai pha
rudng dét ra xung quanh.

Trén dat giong, hinh dang cua soc
Khmer thudng ¢6 hinh cung dai, un theo
kich thudc va chiéu huéng caa dét gidng.
Loai hinh nay thuong gap ¢ nhitng vung
Viing Liém, Tiéu Can, Tra C0, Cau K&,
Cau Ngang, Chau Thanh (tinh Tra Vinh). O
So6c Tring ciing vay, tuyét dai da sd céc
phum, s6¢c cia ngudi Khmer 1a ¢ trén dat
gidong. Trén cac gidng nay, cu dan tap trung
hét sitc dong dac. Su c6 mat caa cac ngoi
chiia ¢ cuing véi nhitng cau truyén co tich
vé qué trinh dinh cu khai khan dat hoang c6
thé coi 1a nhitng minh chtng cho sy ¢6 mat
lau doi cua nguoi Khmer ¢ day.

— Cuw trih trén dit rugng

Tir thé ky XVIII — XIX, cdng cudc khai
khan déng bang séng Ctu Long ngay cang
dugc day manh. Nam 1787, Trinh Hoai
Ptc di mo ta tinh hinh khai khan & Tra
Vinh, Tra CG: “Nho su sap dat co thuong tri
phan minh nén dan (nguoi Khmer va nguoi
Viét) déu an cu 1ap nghiép ma chinh vi chd
gd hoang dét tréng déu duoc khai hoang
thanh rudéng vuon trong tia”[2]. Cung Vi
viéc di cu cua nguoi Viét vao sau cac tinh
ddng bang song Cuu Long va chinh séch
mo dan khai khin ruong dat cua triéu
Nguyén, dat dai canh tac ngdy cang duoc
mé rong. Tuy nhién van con nhiéu ving
“dét hay con nhiéu chd ram rap, chua khai
thac hét”’[2]. Phai dén cudi thé ky XIX dau
thé ky XX, do &p luc cua viéc ting nhanh
dan sb cua nguoi Khmer va viéc dit dai
hoang h6a ngay cang hiém, nhiing ving dat
tot, mau m& da khai pha gan hét, rung
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hoang, bung bii thu hep dan, ngudi Khmer
phai di xa hon khai pha nhiing manh dat
bung phén & cac ving ngap man chi cé thé
cay lia mot vu. Dudi &p luc dan sd, nhiing
giong dat khong con du sic chira vi mat do
cr dan ngdy cang dong, mit khac dé tién
loi trong viéc gan dat canh tac, nhiing
phum séc chat chdi dugc chia ra, nguoi
Khmer bt dau chuyén xudng dat ruong dé
thanh 1ap cac phum, séc mai.

O nhitng ving nay, nguoi Khmer tap
trung thanh cac khu quay tron hodc trai dai
theo cac dai ruong nam gitra cac giong.
Hinh thirc nay thuong duoc gap ¢ cac vung
Tra Vinh, Tra CG, Cau Ngang (tinh Tra
Vinh), Pai Tam, Pha Téan (tinh S6c Trang).
Mot s6 noi dong bao cu trii phan tan hoic
thanh tiring cum nho trén dat ruong phu sa.
Cang sau vao noi dia, cdc cum phum sdc,
hau nhu ¢6 1ap giita vung triing. Tuy cu tra
trén dat ruong nhung nguoi Khmer van dap
dat thanh cac giong nhan tao dé xay dung
phum s6c méi trén d6. Hinh thic nay
thudong duoc gap ¢ cac ving dat triing, ngap
lut & An Giang, Kién Giang, mot phan ven
bién Vinh Chau, va & cac ving quanh SAc
Trang, Tra Cu, Viing Liém. Day 1a mot kiéu
cu tra doc ddo, phan anh mét tap quan cu tra
da thanh thoi quen va kha nang thich tng
séng tao cua ngudi Khmer trong cudc dau
tranh sinh ton va khai pha viing dat mai.

— Cuw trit ven theo kénh va lach nho

O ddng bang séng Ciru Long, hé théng
kénh rach ching chit tao nén mét nén vin
minh kénh rach, bung bién séng nudc.
Cing nhu nguoi Viét va nguoi Hoa, mot
hinh thirc cu tr kha phd bién cua nguodi
Khmer 1a cu tra doc theo ven séng, kénh va
cac con rach nho. Nhirng phum, soc dugc
xay dung theo ven kénh ty nhién 1a noi sinh
co 1ap nghiép kha lau doi cua nguoi Khmer,
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$0 vdi loai hinh cu tru trén dat ruong. O day
con bao luu nhidu yéu t6 vin hoa cb truyén
véi sy ¢6 mat cua nhitng ngdi chiia cb kinh.
Phum, sdc ¢ day bi bién dang khdng con
mang tinh dic trung nhu ¢ dat giong. Doc
theo hai bo kénh cac ngbi nha cia nguoi
Khmer duoc xay dung ndi tiép nhau quay
mit ra kénh, trong gidng nhu lang x6m cua
nguoi Viét, phia sau c6 manh vuon nho, co
khi c6 ao c4, xa hon 1a dit ruong. Khuén
vién cua gia dinh duoc bao boc bdi mot
vong muong lam ranh gidi gitra cac ho. Moi
phum, séc 6 thé ¢ 2 hay 3 I6p nha nhu vay
nam song song doc theo kénh. Hinh thic cu
trG nay mang tinh phan tan hon.

\Ven theo nhitng con kénh nhan tao,
ngudi Khmer thuong ldy dat dao tir dudi
1ong muong, dip 1én hai bén bo va cu tri
trén d6. S6 lwong phum séc twong Gng véi
nhitng manh ruong duogc tudi nudc doc
theo kénh. Hinh thirc cu trd doc theo kénh
dao nay c6 1& mé ra tir luc Thoai Ngoc Hau
dao cang Pong Xuyén (1818) tro vé sau va
phét trién nhanh chong cuing vai viéc nguoi
Phéap dao kénh Xang. Hinh thtrc cu tri nay
dugc thiét 1ap muon hon nhung nhiing
phum, soc trén kénh dao phat trién nhanh
va viing chic hon, boi kénh dao mang lai
nudc ngot va su giao thdng thuan lgi hon.

=122

— Cw tru dang “vanh khan

O ving bién gigi Viet Nam -
Campuchia thuéc hai tinh An Giang va
Kién Giang (noi c6 cac ddy nui Théat Son,
nai Sap, ndi Vong Thé), phum, séc cua
ngudi Khmer duogc thiét 1ap ven chan ndi
thanh ting 16p hinh “vanh khan” tir chan
ndi tién dan ra nhirng phan rudng va nhiing
con kénh chung quanh. T rat 1au doi nguoi
Khmer d “¢ suon ndi, bd khe 1dm nghé ca
va san ban”[3], clng véi ngudi Hoa, Kinh,
Cha Va (Chim) “nha ¢ lién nhau, cing

ven nui
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kinh dinh nhitng méi loi ring nai, séng
chim”[3]. Ciing tai day, ngudi Khmer Viét
Nam va nguoi Khmer ¢ Campuchia thuong
xuyén di lai giao luu, tiép xUc véi nhau, vi
vay, trong 16i sdng va vin hoa cua ho co rat
nhiéu anh huong qua lai nhung van gii
duoc nhitng ban sic riéng rat ro nét.
*

Trong qué trinh tu cu, cac phum cua

ngudi Khmer vung dong bang séng Cuu

Viét (Kinh) va nguoi Hoa, tao diéu kién
thuan loi va thic diy manh mé qua trinh
giao luu vin hoa, doan két, gan bo, tuong
trg, giup d& 1an nhau gitra cac dan toc. Xa
hoi truyén théng cua ngudi Khmer truéce
day 1a sy két hop gitta to chuc tu quan cua
cong dong véi sy tham gia cua td chic nha
chia. Sy dan xen hon hop nay da tao cho
x4 hoi truyén thdng cia ngudi Khmer Nam
Bo mot dac tinh x&8 hoi riéng biét khac véi

Long da hoa nhap véi lang xém cua nguoi  hhiéu toe nguoi khac.

TRADITIONAL SOCIAL ORGANIZATION AND FORMS OF RESIDENCE

OF THE KHMER PEOPLE IN THE SOURTHEN OF VIETNAM
Lam Van Rang
The Politics of Tra Vinh Province
ABSTRACT

The Khmer people in the Mekong Delta has formed three major residential areas,
including Soc Trang - Bac Lieu - Ca Mau (mainly Soc Trang, Vinh Chau, Vinh Loi), An
Giang - Kien Giang (mainly Vong The, Tri Ton, Nha Bang, and to the northwest of Ha Tien),
and Tra Vinh - Vinh Long (also known as the hinterland). Social organization of the Khmer
people is a phum. Management and administration in a phum is undertook by a respected
older man in the community. Activities in a phum have the nature of self-governing
communities. The Khmer people often reside on psamments and farmland along small
canals and around the foothills.
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