AROUND THE WORLD ‘

Cities embrace “zero-waste”
philosophy amidst torrents of trash

human health and the economy and aggravates the
triple planetary crisis of climate change, nature and
biodiversity loss, and pollution. It disproportionately
affects the poor, and up to 4 billion people lack access
to proper waste disposal.

30" March 2023 marks the inaugural International
Day of Zero Waste. Facilitated by the United Nations
Environment Program (UNEP) and the UN Human
Settlements Program (UN-Habitat), the day promotes
zero-waste initiatives and highlights how they can re-
duce resource use and produce less waste and pollu-
tion at all stages of a product’s life cycle to advance
sustainable development.

“Zero Waste Day is about finding innovative solu-
tions to the scourge that is waste and moving towards
a more sustainable future that protects the environ-
ment and improves human health’, says Director of
the Industry and Economy Division at UNEP Sheila
Aggarwal-Khan. “To achieve this, Governments must
ensure that less waste is produced through products
that stay in the economy and then, where waste is
produced, it is turned into a resource that can be fed
back into the economy. Governments can create the
enabling environment for responsible production and
consumption patterns to advance the shift towards a
circular economy”.

What is zero waste?

Zero waste is shorthand for efforts to reduce, re-
use, redesign and recycle, to throw away less by mak-
ing better use of what humanity produces and to de-
sign products that do not end up as waste, especially
after just a single use. The benefits of zero waste in-
clude clean seas and fresh air, fertile soils and sani-
tary cities, and resilient economies and sustainable
extraction. This is a key component of circularity,
which is the concept that the potential waste a prod-
uct generates by the end of its life is considered at the
point of manufacture. A circular economy involves
the reduction and minimization of waste throughout
product life cycles.

Zero waste requires action from all stakeholders
- including Governments, civil society, businesses,
academia, communities, women and youth, says Ms.
Sheila Aggarwal-Khan.

In Nigeria, a UNEP-led project funded by
the Global Environment Facility (GEF) has driven
ground-breaking legislation that holds manufacturers
financially and legally responsible for pollution that
their products create. The soon-to-be-concluded
three-year, US$ 15 million project has been a boon for
Nigeria’s often risky and informal e-waste processing
industry, which employs 100,000 people.

The project has helped to create formal
e-waste collection centers, provide personal
protective equipment to workers and sup-
port improved education for Government
officials, value-chain workers and informal
workers. It has also helped waste collectors
and informal pickers safely extract valuable
resources from 300 tons of electronic waste
so far. “Reducing waste requires action at
all levels, and it’s critical we equip govern-
ments, industry, and consumers with the
knowledge to make informed decisions to
appropriately manage their waste,” says Mr.
Ludovic Bernaudat, Head of the Knowl-
edge and Risk Unit in UNEP’s Chemicals
and Health Branch. “It's important we do
not sideline informal waste-pickers, who
rely on waste for their livelihoods and bear
the brunt of global waste streams”.

Governments can bolster effective
e-waste management by requiring manu-
facturers and sellers to reuse electronics at
the end of their life cycles and establishing
consumers right to repair products, ex-
perts say. UNEP and the GEF are also sup-
porting the Governments of Bangladesh,
Indonesia, Pakistan and Viet Nam to spear-
head the movement to tackle waste in the
global textiles industry through a five-year,
US$ 43-million Program.

The four big clothes-producing coun-
tries are strengthening regulations and help
their manufacturers - which employ 10
million people and produce 15 percent of
global clothing exports - to reduce the use
of hazardous chemicals in bleaching, dye-
ing and other forms of textile processing.
The Program will bring public policy up
to the standards of international best prac-
tice and equip companies with the tools
and knowledge to better manage hazard-
ous chemicals, protect their workers and
reduce the leakage of toxic “forever chemi-
cals”, a family of approximately 12,000 syn-
thetic chemicals.

Globally, innovations to manufacturing
and dyeing are needed to address the tex-
tile industry’s high resource use, while new
technologies must be developed to improve
reuse, upcycling and recycling when mate-
rials reach their end-of-life stage, according
to a 2020 UNEP report. As well, UN-Hab-
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itat has helped cities improve their waste
management through Waste Wise Cit-
ies and the African Clean Cities Platform.
More than 400 cities and 60 partners have
joined these networks and committed to
improving waste management and advo-
cating for zero-waste good practices.

The Waste Wise Cites Tool has supported
the development of comprehensive waste
management plans and tangible projects
in cities around the world since its launch
in 2021. This includes a US$ 7-million
project to improve municipal solid waste
management in 13 coastal cities in Lebanon,
a nine-city project in the Dominican
Republic and a US$ 3-million project in
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. Data from the
tool also helped inform the global estimate
of SDG indicators 11.6.1, which provides
important information and insights on the
transition towards zero waste at global, na-
tional and local levels.

With the impacts of waste mounting,
communities have also turned to zero-waste
initiatives. La Pintana, an urban munici-
pality located south of Santiago, Chile, has
successfully run a community program to
manage organic waste since 2005. Through
the project, residents in the municipality
separate food at the household level, en-
abling approximately 36 tons of organic
waste to be composted per day and saving
the municipality US$ 750 daily.

Celebrating Zero Waste Day

Tirkiye, which put forward the resolu-
tion establishing the International Day of
Zero Waste alongside 105 other countries,
is among the leaders of the Zero-Waste

A Indore people (India) have actively responded to the City’s

environmental protection activities
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International Day of Zero Waste,
observed for the first time on 30"
March 2023 and jointly facilitated by UNEP
and UN-Habitat, aims to raise awareness of
the importance of responsible consumption
and production practices and urban waste
management. The day calls for rethinking
humanity’s waste-related practices and for
embracing a circular economy, which means
reducing resource use and emissions to the en-
vironment throughout all stages of a product’s
life cycle. This is considered key to addressing
the triple planetary crisis of climate change,
nature and biodiversity loss, and pollution
and waste.

movement. Through its zero-waste project launched
in 2017, the Government provides support for the
establishment of zero-waste management systems
across all 81 provinces. The project has helped re-
cover 33 million tons of recyclable waste, including
20 million tons of paper and cardboard and 5 mil-
lion tons of plastic. This has resulted in about 62
billion Turkish lira (US$ 3.3 billion) in economic
gain and savings in energy and water use and stor-
age space.

“Habits have begun to change with population
growth, urbanization, industrialization and tech-
nology, (meaning) urgent measures should be tak-
en’, says Ms. Sule Bektas, a branch manager in the
Ministry of Environment of Tiirkiye. “Zero waste
is about redesigning our systems and changing our
habits so that all resources are used sustainably. We
aim to leave a clean and developed Tiirkiye and a
livable world to future generations”.

As the world celebrates
the first International Day
of Zero Waste, experts hope
that promoting zero-waste
initiatives and highlight-
ing the waste crisis can in-
spire action globally. “Zero
Waste Day is an opportuni-
ty to rethink our consump-
tion style, refuse wasteful-
ness, find values for reuse
and recycle materials”, says
Chief of Urban Basic Ser-
vices of UN-Habitat Sule
Bektas. “Let us think how
we and our society can be
waste-wise on this day” =
NAM VIET (Source: http://

www.unep.org)



