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Tom tat: Trai qua cac triéu dai Ly, Tran, Lé so, Mac, Lé - Trinh, Nguy@n, thé 18 va ché d6 khoa cir
Nho hoc Viét Nam ngay cang duoc hoan thién, di vao dién ché. Thé ky XVII, X VIII twong Gng Voi
thoi tri vi cia vua Lé chla Trinh ¢ Pang Ngoai, chua Nguyén ¢ Pang Trong, ban than tridu dinh
L& - Trinh lai ton tai song song md hinh vira ¢6 vua, vira c6 chda. Thé ché chinh tri kha dic biét
nay doi hoi cac chinh quyén phai cé chinh sach khoa cir phii hop dé dao tao dugc doi ngil tri thirc
Nho hoc phuc vu trong bé may nha nudc. Vi vdy, triéu dinh Lé - Trinh rit quan tam dén viéc thi
cu, trong d6 co ki thi Huong.
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Abstract: Under the successive rule of dynasties and regimes of Ly, Tran, Later Le (early period),
Mac, Le - Trinh and Nguyen, the rules and regulations on the Confucian civil service examination
in Vietnam were more and more improved, and clearly codified. The times include the 17" and 18™
centuries when the rulers were the Le Kings and Trinh Lords in Dang Ngoai - the northern part of
the country, which was divided into 2 by Gianh river, and the Nguyen Lords in Dang Trong - the
southern part. The Le - Trinh court has its own political institutional characteristics in history with
the existence of both the King and the Lord, which required the administrations to devise an
appropriate policy on civil service examinations to find talents and train them into Confucian
intelligentsia to serve in the State apparatus. That is why the court paid a high deal of attention to
the examinations, including the regional exams.
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1. Mé& dau

Thi Huong 1a ki thi dau tién, cd vai trd rat
quan trong trong viéc phan loai, tuyén chon
thi sinh c6 trinh d9, ning luc va pham chét
dao duc tot dé tiép tuc tham dy vao ki thi
sau. Hiéu duoc vai trd quan trong nay, mac
du 12 ki thi do dja phuong ding ra té chirc
nhung chinh quyén L& - Trinh rit quan tam.
Bai viét phan tich céc thé 18 thi cir trong ki
thi Huong thoi L€ - Trinh.

2. Péi twong dy thi

Muc dich cudi cing caa nguoi theo nghiép
“dao sach thanh hién” 14 thi dd Tién si roi ra
lam quan. Dé dat duoc muyc dich nay, nguoi
di hoc phai trai qua nhiéu ki thi khac nhau
V6i trinh d6 tir dé& dén kho, mo dau la ki thi
Huong. Khoa thi Huong dau tién duoc to
chic nam 1373 dudi thoi Tran, tuy nhién
thé thuc to chuc khoa thi nay chua rd rang.
Phai dén nam 1396 thé Ié khoa cir véi 3 ki
(thi Huong, thi Hoi, thi Pinh) méi duoc
dinh hinh va phan biét cu thé. Theo dinh 1¢
nam 1396 thi: “C nam trudc thi Huong,
nam sau thi Hoi, ai do thi Hoi nha vua ra thi
mot dé van sach dé dinh thir ty” [1, tr.11].

Trén co so ké thira 1¢ “bao két” trong thi
Huong cua vua Lé Thanh Téng (ban hanh
niam 1462, quy dinh mot cach cu thé vé céc
dbi tuong duoc tham du hoic khéng dugc
tham du ki thi Huong), I¢ “doan bao” cua
vua L& Hién Tong (dit nim 1501) va bd
sung thém mot sé quy dinh méi, triéu
dinh Lé - Trinh da quy dinh mot cach cu thé
vé ddi tuong duoc tham du ki thi Huong
nhu sau:

Vé Iy lich va dao dirc: nguoi tham du thi
Huong phai 1a con nha lwong thién, néu la
con chdu nha phuong chéo, con hat® va

nhiing ké phan nghich, nguy quan ¢ tiéng
x4u thi khong duoc dy thi. Dong thoi thi
sinh dy ki thi Huong phai & nhiing nguoi
c6 nhan cach, pham chat tét, khdng thuoc
loai bt hiéu, bat muc, bét nghia, di€u toa...
Trudc Ki thi thi sinh phai nop gidy “thong
than cudc sic” (1y lich), khai rd pha, huyén,
x4, tudi tac cung la chuyén hoc kinh nao,
ly lich cua 6ng cha, khong duoc gian ddi
gia mao.

Vé hoc Van va ning lyc: nguoi dy thi
phai 1am duoc thé van T trudng, phai la
nhitng nguoi vuot qua ki thi khao hach
trude do tai dia phuwong minh®,

Vé d6 tudi: chi nhitng ai da du 18 tudi
tré 18n méi dugc di thi. Tuy nhién, néu
ngudi du thi chua da 18 tudi nhung c6 hoc
luc kha thi cling dugc khai tén va phai khai
s6 dé 1én quan huyén, chau dé khao xét,
khong gisi han tudi téi da. Tham chi dén
nam 1722, chta Trinh Cuong (1709-1729)
da cho phép nhitng quan nhan néu c6 hoc
lyc ma gap ki thi c6 thé dang ky dé duy thi,
diéu d6 thé hién sy quan tdm dic biét cua
chinh quyén nha nuéc tsi viéc mé rong
chinh sach cau hién.

3. Pia diém, thai gian thi

Thi Huong dién ra tai cic dia phuong,
khéng do triéu dinh dung ra to chic, do vay
dja diém thi (truong thi) khong dugc dung
sin ma thuong trude khi chuan bi khoa thi,
quan s¢ tai mai cho x@y dung. Cac truong
thi dwoc xay dyng trén nhimg khu dét trong
hoac trén mot canh ddng di dugc thu
hoach, vat liéu xay dung rit don gian, chu
yéu dugc 1am bang tre va nia. Kién trdc
cua truong thi duoc chia thanh 3 khu vyc:
trong cung la khu vuc cham thi, khu giira
dung 1am noi cac quan hop hanh chinh va
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ngoai cung la khu vuc thi. Khu vyc thi la
mot bai tréng dé thi sinh 1am I&u thi, duoc
chia 1am 4 khu (tGc 4 vi). Tran Vian Giap
(trong Luroc khdo vé khoa ci Viét Nam: tir
khoi thiy d@én khoa Mdu Ngo, 1918) cho
rang: “Bén phia ngoai cung truong thi thi
rao tre nara that kin, trong truong chia lam
bén 16p: 16p tht nhit & trong cung 13 noi &
cua cac quan Pong khao, Phlc khao cling
Giam khao; 16p giita 13 noi ¢ cac quan Dé
diéu, Gidm thi cung cac quan du vao viéc
thi va déu co rao phén tre that kin. Hai lop
ngoai 1a chd cho hoc tro vao thi, 16p no
cach 16p kia chi bang cai rao nira thua, gitra
¢6 hai con duong thanh hinh chir thap, co
mot cai nha tre & gitra dé 1am noi thu quyén
goi la nha Thap dao” [5, tr.18].

Nha nuéc khdng chu cip kinh phi cho
cac dia phuong dung truong thi Huong, ma
phan bd cho cac dia phuwong so tai cO to
chtc thi déng gop tién, gao, d6 vat (gom
givong, chiéu, dén dau...) dé 1am kinh phi
dung treong [1]. Muac thu nhiéu it c6 khac
nhau tly theo xa lon, xa nho. Theo dinh 1€
mtc dong gbép nam Vinh Tri 3 (1678) thi
xt Thanh Hoa, Nghé An ciing viing Tt trin
(gom Son Nam, Son Tay, Kinh Baic, Hai
Duong) phai thu mdi xa phuong sach 16n 2
quan tién quy, 65 bat gao, xa phuong séch
trung 1 quan 5 tién quy, 50 bat gao, x&
phuong sach nho 1 quan tién quy, 35 bat
gao mdi bat 1a 6 cap (twong tng 1/100 cua
dau); con cac xu phién tran thi phai thu mai
x4 16n 1 quan tién gian, 20 bat gao, mdi xa
sach trung 8 tién gian, 15 bat gao, mdi x4
sach nho 6 tién gian, 10 bat gao, mdi bét 6
cép [1, tr.39]. V& db vat cung d6n phuc vu
truong thi bao gdom nhiéu loai vai s6 lugng
khac nhau, cu thé: giuong 6 céi; chiéu dan
bang ntra 6 céi; hdm 6 cai; chiéu céi tét 6
doi; ban, dau méi dém 2 chinh vira 5 bat;
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bic dén du dung; cdy dén 10 cai; dia dén 10
céi; chiéu coi thuong 5 d6i; son mot sot; bat
10 d6i; gidy rong 1.000 td; ndi nau hd 5 céi;
ra to 10 cai; rom co du dung; bién gd 5 cai;
1 céi chiéng, sach vo céc tap [1, tr.44].

Vé thoi gian thi, theo thong 1& tur thoi
Hong Prc, thi sinh du thi Huong phai trai
qua bdn ki thi (con goi truong thi) néu thi
sinh @6 Ki mot mai dwoc vao thi ki hai, cu
nhu thé vao ki ba, ki bon, voi bon bai thi
khéc nhau. Trong budi dau Trung hung,
mac du tridu dinh Lé - Trinh van tién hanh
mé cac khoa thi Hwong nhung vi ban chién
tranh véi dong ho Nguyén & DPang Trong
(1645-1672) nén nha nudc chua co6 quy
dinh cu thé vé thoi gian to chac thi Huong.
Vao nam Vinh Tri thi 3 (1678), khi ban
hanh “diéu 1& thi Huong” gdm 16 diéu, nha
nude doéng thoi quy dinh ngay thi Huong
mot cach cu thé. Theo d6: thi Huong t6
chtrc vao thang 8 cua nam; ngay 8, thang 8
thi trudng nhat; ngay 18 thang 8 thi trudng
nhi; ngay 24 thang 8 thi treong ba; ngay 28
thang 8 thi truong tu. Quy dinh nay ap dung
cho cac xu Thanh Héa, Nghé An, Son Nam,
Son Tay, Kinh Béic, Hai Duong. Céc xu
nay phai theo ding nhat ky ay. Cac xir con
lai nhu pha Phung Thién, cac xua Thai
Nguyén, Hung Hoa, Lang Son, Yén Quang,
Quang Nam, Thuan Hoéa thi khong bit
buéc. Tuy nhién, khéng phai luc nao nha
Lé - Trinh ciing t6 chuc ki thi Huong theo
dang dinh I¢ vao thang 8 va theo trinh tu
cac ngay nhu trén vi c6 nhiing nam trong
nuéc xay ra bién loan hoic thién tai nén
khoa thi phai hoan lai (ki thi c6 khi duoc to
chtc vao thoi gian khéac cua nam, cha yéu
vao thang 10 nhu cac khoa thi ndm: 1696,
1711, 1747, 1750, 1759, 1765, 1768, 1772,
1779, 1783).
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4. Quan trwong, trueong quy

Duéi thoi quan chu, hé thdng chicc quan
phu trach thi cu no6i chung, thi Huong noi
riéng goi 1a quan trudng, gom hai ban: mot
ban gébm cac quan chiam quyén thi, mot ban
gom céac quan tréng nom viéc thi.

Chtc Dé diéu va Giam thi [1] 1a hai
chuc quan tréng coi toan bo cong viéc cua
ki thi (gdm ca viéc chi huy cac cdng viéc vé
an ninh, theo ddi giam sat thuc hién cac quy
ché trong khi thi, gidm sat viéc cham thi),
mdi chirc déu dung 1 ngudi, thuong ding
trong than quan vian. Theo quy dinh nim
1678, phu Phung Thién: vién Dé diéu va
Giam thi ding mét vién Do cap su trung
(c6 ham Chanh that pham). Cac x& Thanh
Hoa, Nghé An, Son Tay, Son Nam, Kinh
Bac, Hai Duong dung quan vin trong chuc
& Xt dé lam. Xa Thai Nguyén, Hung Hoa,
Lang Son, Yén Quang, Thuan Hoa, Quang
Nam dung cadc quan hai ty Thua chinh va
Hién sat.

Chuc Giam khao va Pong khao la cac
chic quan tham gia chdm bai thi. Hai chic
quan nay gitr vai trd quan trong nhat, ho la
nhitng ngudi truc tiép doc bai thi, can nhic
lya chon nhitng bai thi tét, nhitng thi sinh
c¢6 nang luc dé tiép tuc tham gia ki thi Hoi.
Do vay, viéc lua chon quan lai bé dung vao
chac Gidm khao va Pdng khao ciing rat
dugc coi trong, ho phai la nhirng vi quan
uyén tham vé trinh d6 va thong thuong cac
trong than ban vin mdi dugc dam nhan
chtrc vu nay, theo do chirc Gidm khao dung
vién chuc trong Vién Han 1am (gom céc
chuc Thua chi, Thi doc, Thi giang, Truc
hoc si...) va khoa dao. Chirc Pdng khao
dung céc chirc Poan sy, Lang trung, Vién
ngoai, Tri pha, Gido thu, Hoc chinh, Tri
huyén, Tri chau va bd sung thém céc vién
Huin dao, Cai ba dd ting thi Hoi tring

duoc ba ki, c6 van chuong, danh du va
dac vong.

Chirc Phuc khao thuong dung ba vién
quan chuyén 1am nhiém vu kiém tra lai viéc
cham bai cua Giam khao va Ddng khao, cac
quan dam nhan chac vu nay c6 chac vu
tuong duong hoac hon ca quan Gidm khao
va bong khao.

Chuc Di phong va Soan tu hiéu thuong
dung céac vién Ta nhi* ¢ cac phu, huyén
chau trong xt&r 4y, ngudi nao thanh liém,
cong bang mai duge dam nhan. Trong do,
Di phong la vién quan chuyén gitt viéc
dan kin tén ¢ quyén thi dé nguoi chim
khéng biét quyén thi cia ai. Soan Ty hiéu 1a
chuc quan gitr viéc bién sb hiéu vao cac
quyén thi.

bang luc (dudi thoi Lé so goi la chuc
Ding ta) 1a chizc quan 1am nhiém vu chép
lai bai thi cua thi sinh, dé dem bai chép lai
di cham, bai chinh thi cat di. Bdi doc la
chtrc quan doc duyét xem ban chép lai co
dung nguyén van khong. Hai chirc quan nay
thuong lay cac lai vién da thi dd khoa thu
toan, qué & xtr khac truong thi.

Dbi véi ban chiac quan an ninh, triéu
dinh Lé - Trinh ciing quy dinh khé cu thé
viéc cit cir quan vién dam tréch viéc canh
gac, dam bao an ninh, trat tu dé thi Huong
dién ra nghiém tac. Trong d6, ddi voi cac
trwong thi tai Thanh Hoa, Nghé An, Son
Nam, Son Tay, Kinh Bic va pha Phung
Thién, triéu dinh quy dinh mdi truong cho
dat chac Tuan xudc. Chac nay dugc lay tir
mot vién quan vd dé doc suat quan linh
ngay dém canh gac, giir gin trat ty an ninh
trong ki thi. Con véi cac truong ¢ phién
tran xa x6i thi do cic quan D6 ty bat dan
thu I¢ trong hat canh gac ngoai truong.

Nhu vay, trong chinh sach xép dat quan
truong tham gia to chuc, giam sat va cham
diém ki thi Huong, triéu dinh Lé -Trinh da
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c6 sy phan ban, phan b trach nhiém rat cu
thé nhung ciing kha linh hoat cho ting dia
phuong. Trong d6, ddi véi nhimg truong thi
gan Kinh d6, noi c6 nguoi hoc va tham gia
thi rit dong nhu phu Phung Thién, ving T
tran, xi Thanh Hoa, Nghé An, quan trudng
déu 1a nhitng trong than, giir chac vu cao
gom ca triéu dinh va dia phuong tham gia
t6 chuc, gidm sét, chiam bai. Trong khi d6 ¢
cac ving bién vién nhu Thai Nguyén, Hung
Hoa, Lang Son, Yén Quang, Quang Nam,
Thuan Héa, do nhitng noi nay trinh d6 hoc
van chua phat trién, it ngudi dy thi nén chu
yéu sir dung c&c quan so tai dam trach viéc
tréng thi. Su linh hoat nay da phan nao thé
hién sy khon khéo cua triéu dinh L& - Trinh
trong chinh sach khuyén khich, khich 1&
viéc hoc, viéc thi ctr cia nguoi dan noi day
nhim dao tao, tuyén chon dugc doi ngii
quan lai c6 trinh d¢ sé tham gia xay dung,
va bao vé cuong vuc l&nh tho tai ving
phién dau xa x6i.

Truong quy yéu cau déi vai thi sinh: Khi
tham gia thi Huong, ngoai dap tmg day du
diéu kién ly lich, dao duc va hoc van theo
dung quy dinh, thi sinh “phai nop tién lam
s6 thi voi muc 1a 1 tién quy va 1 bat gao tai
huyén chau va huyén quan va sb tién nay lai
dugc cac quan chia nhau va khong lay thém
gi nita” [1, tr.38]. Pong thoi, thi sinh phai
tu sdm stra du cac dd dung toi thiéu dé phuc
vu cho viéc thi nhu 1éu, chiéu, yén, chdng,
trap dung bat, muc, dao, kéo va mot cai ong
g6 deo & co dé dung quyén thi goi la ng
quyén. Bén ngay thi, thi sinh phai tuan tha
mot sé quy dinh (truong quy) rat nghiém
ngat, nhu phai ngoi ding vi tri thi da duoc
sap xép, khong duoc mang sach hoic gidy
viét sdn vao truong thi, néu kham thay thi
bi pham toi “hoai hiép van tu” va bi cam
thi. Khi bat dau cé hiéu Iénh vao thi, thi
sinh phai di liy diu “gidp phung” & trang 2
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va 3 caa quyén thi dé ngin chin viéc doi
phan duéi cua quyén thi, dem quyén thi viét
san tir ngoai vao thay thé; thi sinh ty di
chép dé bai thi vé 1am bai va dén giira budi
ldy du “nhat trung”.

D4i véi bai thi cua thi sinh, nha nuéc
cling c6 quy dinh rat khit khe nhu: khi viét
bai, thi sinh c6 quyén viét chir d¢ 1én dau
“gigp phung” nhung khong dugc viét de 1én
dau “nhat trung”. Xung quanh hai ddu nay
thi sinh khong dugc x6a hoic chira, néu
khéng s& vi pham 18i “thiép tich”. Pong
thoi, trong bai viét cua thi sinh khong duoc
vi pham céc 16i: bach ty (chir dang viét kép
lai viét don), bat tlc (viét khong du sb chir
quy dinh cho bai thi), dué bach (dé gidy
trang), ti 6 (day ban), khiém trang (tac la
viét nhiing chir khong c6 nghia dep d& ma
c6 nghia xAu nhu bao, sat, ti tam, tan bao,
giét... trén nhitng chir chi vua nhu hoang
thuong, quan vuong...), khiém tji (nghia 1a
nhitng chit néi dén tén cac dién, cac ling
tam cta vua thi phai tranh di), khiém dai
(c&c chir phai viét cao 1én dé to su kinh
trong) [2, tr.86]. Pac biét, khi lam bai
khong dugc viét nhitng chit pham huy,
gom: chit trong hay (tén vua) phai viét
thanh tirng mang ghép lai, cht khuynh hay
thi phai viét thiéu nét; néu thi sinh pham
vao 13i trong hiy thi bi ti day, dong thoi
thay gido giang day ciing bi lién luy theo
gom bj phat t0, ha chirc, ha luong. ..

Thé thic vin phong viét bai phai trong
sang, gan thuc té, khdng dung ngon tir phu
phiém: “Thé cach lam van phai hon hau,
day du, néu y nghia nong ndi va hua theo
nhau thi nhét thiét danh hong” [2, tr.16].
Chir viét phai y nhu ban chinh: “Nhiing chi
thyc, nhu chir kinh truyén la lo1 cach ngon
cua thanh hién, nét chir phai viét y nhu ban
chinh, néu viét sai, déu cho la chir khéng
thanh, con cdc sach khac thi nhiing chir
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dong 4m, nghia viét khac ciing dugc, khong
nén cho la chit khong thanh” [1, tr.41].

Nhu vay, khi tham du thi Huong thi sinh
phai tu chuan bi tat ca moi tha (tir chd an,
chd nghi, @6 dung di thi, 1éu thi..) ma
khong c6 su hd tro tir dia phuong hoic cua
nha nudc. Trong khi thi, thi sinh phai tuan
thi mot sé truong quy rat nghiém ngat, tr
quy dinh vé& chd ngdi, quy cach viét chir,
thé cach lam van cung nhiing diéu cim
trong truong thi (nhu khong dugc mang tai
liéu, khong dugc thi thay nguoi khac...);
néu ai vi pham s& bi xir, dudi ra truong thi
hodc khong cong nhan két qua. Qua maot sb
truong quy nay co thé thy, ngay tir ki thi
Huong, chinh quyén L& - Trinh d rat quan
tam va dé cao viéc dam bao cho ki thi dién
ra nghiém tuc, cong bang cho nguoi dy thi
nham liy duoc nhimg ngudi ¢6 thuc tai dé
tiép tuc tham dy Ki thi tiép sau. Tuy nhién,
mot s6 truong quy rat khit khe va vo ly
(nhat 1a vé chit hdy) da 1am cho nhiéu thi
sinh thyc sy c6 tai nang nhung vi vi pham
mot 18i nho, nén subt doi khong thé tién
than bang con duong khoa cir duoc. Vi duy,
Ta Xuwong “tam khoa khong khoi pham
truong quy”’.

Déi véi cac quan, triéu dinh Lé - Trinh
ciing c6 nhimg quy dinh chat ché nham
rang budc hé thong chac quan 1am viéc tai
treong thi phai thyc hién dang trach nhiém
ctiia minh dé tranh gian lan trong thi ctr (nhu
nghiém suc gitt phép cong, khong duoc
theo ¥ riéng, khong duoc thong dong trudc
dé lam diéu mo am trén quyén thi, nguoi
nao qué ¢ xur co truong thi thi khong duoc
du trong coi viéc thi, néu phat hién s& b tri
t6i). Tham chi, nam 1717 nha nudc con dé
ra chinh sach khuyén khich cac quan vién,
nho sinh tai cac truong thi ¢ Thanh Hda,
Nghé An va Tu tran: “néu thdy trong cac

nha mdn ty Thira chinh, ty Hién sat, truong
phi va truong huyén, hé c6 ké nao doi in
tién bao nhiéu thi cho phép lam don trinh
bay cin k& dé chia xu t6i, nhung néu la
Nho sinh phat hién ma khong t6 giac thi
khéng nhiing bi huy két qua ma con bi luan
toi” [6, tr.269]. Trong mdi truong thi khi
phat xong dé thi, quan thi vién (B¢ diéu va
Giam thi) ngdi trén choi gac & nha Thap
dao cing cac quan giam sat dé coi xét si
nhan 1am bai nhim phat hién ai vi pham
truong quy. Céc quan 1am nhiém vu chim
thi (nhu Giam khao, Pong khao, Phlic khao,
Di phong, Soan ty hiéu, Pang luc, Bdi doc)
phai ¢ riéng tieng khu vuc, trong qua trinh
thi sinh lam bai khong dugc tu tién di lai
chuyén tro, khong duoc vi tinh riéng ma
thém bat nét chir hoac sao chép khong dung
quyén thi cua thi sinh... Néu ai vi pham thi
bi xtr t6i. Bac biét “cac vién bang luc, Ddi
doc phai sao cho dung, doc cho dung nhu
nguyén vin, va trén mdi quyén thi phai
chua rd ho tén cta nguoi sao, hay nguoi
doc, khong dugc bo sot va thém bat thay
doi, 1am sai thi xur t6i” [1, tr. 53].

5. Céch thire ra dé thi, chAm thi, hec vi
va han ngach ldy dé

DPén thoi L& - Trinh, thi sinh dy ki thi
Huong van phai theo phép thi duoc quy
dinh mot cach chat ché tir thoi Hong Puc.
Thi sinh phai trai qua 4 ki thi (truong thi),
néu thi sinh d& ki mot méi dugc vao thi ki
hai, cir nhu thé vao ki ba, rdi ki bdn, véi
bdn bai thi khac nhau.

Ki thir nhat (nhat truong): thi sinh 1am
bai vé Kinh nghia (bao gém ca Kinh nghi,
tec 1a nhiing diéu con chua that rd rang
trong Ngil kinh va Tu thu nghia).
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Ki tha hai (nhi treong): thi sinh thi tho,
phi, mdi thtr 1 bai. Trong dé tho 1am theo
thé Puong luat, pha ciing lam theo 16i ¢6
thé (con goi 12 ly tao).

Ki tht ba (tam trueong): thi sinh lam bai
vé cac van ban hanh chinh thoi phong kién
(gém: chiéu, ché, biéu; mdi loai mot bai®).

Ki tht tu (t¢ trwong): thi sinh lam bai
v& van sach, dé tai rdt ra tir cac kinh sir hoi
vé thoi vu (chi y thirc vé viée giup nuéc
ctru doi).

Vé cach thirc ra dé, trong budi dau Trung
hung Dé diéu va Giam thi Ia chic quan co
trach nhiém bién soan dé thi, thuong cac
quan tu nghi ra dé bai trudce, sau d6 lua
chon mét trong sb cac dé thi ¢6 san dé lam
dé thi. “Quan truong ra dé dung Tt thu, s,
ta luc, d6 hon 10 bai, phu 5, 3 bai, dat dé
dat san, khong c6 thay doi” [1, tr.29]. Tuy
nhién, cach ra dé bai theo 16i nay din téi
hién twong lam bai sin dé ban, nguoi thi
biét truéc dé nhd ngudi khéac 1am ho hoic
mang sach vé vao truong thi. Bé cham dut
cai “té tuc” khoa trudng nay, dén khoa thi
nam Tan Méo (1711), nha nudce cho dinh lai
thé Ié thi Huong, yéu cau quan trudng phai
thay d6i cach ra dé thi, theo d6 “tiy y ra dé,
khong duoc theo 16i cii nita”. Tir ndm 1720
tré di, chiia Trinh d3 tryc tiép chi dao viéc
ra dé cho khoa thi Huong. Chda Trinh
Cuong cho rang, khoa quyét dinh 1a & ki dé
tam va ki dé ta, nén di sai vin than ¢ trong
pht soan dau dé thi rdi cho chay tram, phan
vé cac truong thi, gdom bén trin (Hai
Duong, Son Tay, Son Nam, Kinh Bic) va
dat 1am 1& thuong. Theo dé, tai bon tran nay
“Pé thi Huong phai duoc ban thao tai phu
Chua va do Chula Trinh xét duyét va quyét
dinh cudi cung, riéng hai xi Thanh - Nghé
do xa x6i khong theo 1€ nay” [7, tr.7].
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V¢ cach cham thi, dudgi thoi Lé - Trinh,
thé & chim diém quyén thi Huong chu yéu
theo 16i “phan s6”, con goi 1a cach chim
dung thang diém 4 béc uu, binh, thu, liét dé
phan hang chat luong bai thi. Noi dung cua
16i chidm thi nay nhu sau: c& mdi ki thi
chdm céac bai déu danh gia wu, binh, tht,
liét. Ai bi liét la hong, ai dat vu binh thur thi
vao thi ki sau, hét ki thtr hai sang ki thir ba.
Dén ki tha tu ciing chdm hoan toan nhu thé:
ai d6 Ki thir nhat thi dwoc vao ki thir hai, d6
ki thir hai vao ki thir ba, @ ki thtr ba vao ki
thir tw. Sau d6 cac quan s& xem xét cu thé
cac bai cung loai wu, hoac cung loai binh,
cung loai thar roi sap xép tha ty nguodi dd
trong ciing maot loai, tir d6 xép thi tu chung
s6 ngudi dd cua ca khoa thi. Véi cach cham
nay, nha nuéc chi cin cir vao ki thi tha 4 dé
ldy db va xép loai dd, con céc ki trudc chi
1a diéu kién dé di téi ki cudi cung dugc
danh gia. Cach chim nay khong danh gia
toan dién tai nang cua tung thi sinh trén tat
ca ndi dung cac bai thi. Pén nam 1725,
triéu dinh cho thi hanh 16i chdm diém phan
“tich” trong thi Huong, thi HOI vai ndi
dung chia cac quyén thi thanh timg “tich”
(thanh nhom) dé khao duyét, mdi “tich”
gom hai vién. Trong d6, “Céc quan truong
xét quyén roi hoi ddng véi nhau dé cham,
mot nguoi doc, mot ngudi nghe, xét ky
cang roi moi dinh 12 1ay dugce hay khong”
[3, tr.74]. Viéc thay d6i cach chim nay cua
chinh quyén phong kién nham mg rong con
duong cau hién tai, khéng bi thoi quan
treong lam bo sot, qua d6 nha nudc cling
mong mudn nhitng ngudi cham thi phai c6
thai do, tinh than trach nhiém cao déi véi
cbng viéc cua minh.

Trén co s& két qua cham thi, cac trudng
thi s& lay ngach dd theo su phan bo cua nha
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nuéc va ban cap hoc vi cho ngudi db.
Théng thuong han ngach 1y dd duoc quy
dinh trudc khi t6 chirc khoa thi, nhung ciing
cd khoa han ngach 1y dd duoc ting thém
sau khi dd co két qua thi nhu nam 1711,
1726, 1783. Két qua liy dd cua thi Huong
phan theo hai loai, twong tng véi hoc vi:
Huong cong va Sinh d6. Trong d6, néu dd
bon ki thi Huong duoc goi 1a Huong cdng,
cling con goi 1a trang cach thi Huong (thoi
Nguyén tir nim 1828 goi la Cir nhan); d6 ba
ki duoc goi 1a Sinh d6 (tuwong dwong Tu tai
thoi Nguyén) [2]; nhitng ngudi do maét ki,
hai ki khdng cé danh hiéu chinh thic nao
ma thuong duoc goi 1a tring nhat trudng,
tring nhi truong. Vé ty 1é lay d6 theo
nguyén tic 1/10, cé nghia 1a cu lay dd 10
Sinh d6 thi méi lay 6 1 Huong cong.

Thi Huong 1a ki thi do cac truong thi &
dia phuong déng ra té chac, nén viéc ghi
chép vé céach thuc to chac thi cua céc
truong thi, sé nguoi dd trong mdi khoa thi
tai cac truong thi thuong khong day dul.
Chéng han, truong thi Son Nam trudc nam
1720 dugc lay 60 Huong cong 600 Sinh do.
Pén nim 1720 cha Trinh Cuong cho Son
Nam ldy thém thanh 80 Huwong cdng, 800
Sinh dd, tir ndim 1740 Son Nam tach thanh
hai trin Son Nam thuong va Son Nam ha,
nhung dén khoa thi nam 1768 sb Huong
céng cling chi dugc ting 1én 100 Huong
cong va 1.000 Sinh d6. Tai truong thi phi
Phung Thién, trudc nim 1726 chi duoc ldy
dd 10 Huong cbng, 100 Sinh d6, dén nam
1726 tridu dinh cho iy thém 1én 20 Huong
cdng va 150 Sinh d6. Qua hai trudng hop
trén c6 thé thay rang, so véi doi L& Thanh
Téng [1, tr.17], trai qua thoi gian gan ba
tram nam phat trién, dan sb tang Ién, sb
ngudi di hoc ngay cang nhiéu nhung han

ngach liy d duéi thoi Lé - Trinh lai giam
di. Piéu d6 chung to xu thé to chic thi cir
da chat ché& hon.

Mac du trong cung mot ki thi Huong
nhung quyén loi nhitng nguoi dd trén cao
hon nhiing 46 dudi. Nguodi dd Huong cbng
dugc huong maot trong hai quyén loi: vao
hoc truong Québc Tu giam chd ki thi Hoi
hoac bo dung chic quan (thuong ho duoc
b6 1am Lai dién cac nha mon rdi 1én chic
Huyén thua, Tri huyén). Riéng con quan
tam pham tro 18n (goi 1a nhiém tir) ma dd
tring thic ki thi Huong (Huong cdng) s&
duoc bd Tu thira, Tu vu bd Lai hay bo Ho,
dién str ty Thong chinh [6, tr.45]. Nhiing
ngudi dat danh hiéu Sinh db tiép tuc vé hoc
tap tai truong phu cho khoa thi sau nhung
khong duoc cip luong, hoic tro vé qué mo
truong day hoc, ho duoc mién cac loai tap
dich va chi phai déng mot nira tien quy.
Nhitng ngudi d6 nhat truong, nhi truong
duoc mién binh dich, lao dich 1, 2 hoic 3
nam tuy theo quy dinh cua ting doi vua.

6. Két luan

Mic du con ¢6 mot s6 han ché, nhung ki thi
Huong da c6 vai tro quan trong trong viéc
tuyén chon nhitng Huong cdng c6 trinh d9,
nang lyc va pham chat dao dic dé tham gia
Ki thi Hoi. Nhiéu nguoi trong sé ho da thi
dd Tién si tré thanh bac tri thirc cao cap cua
nha nudc, ¢d nhitng doéng gop tich cuc cho
sy phét trién cua qudc gia dan toc (nhu
Pham Cong Tra, Nguyén Quy Puc, Lé Quy
Po6n, Ngo Thi Si...) Tuy nhién, c6 kha nhiéu
cac vi Huong cong lai lya chon khong tham
gia thi Hoi, hoac c6 nhitng vi chi @6 Sinh
d6 vé qué mo 1op day hoc. Nhung véi tai
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niang va tdm huyét, cac vi Huong cdng,
Sinh d6 nay di c6 cong dao tao biét bao thé
hé hoc tro tai gioi.

Cha thich

2 Pao Duy Tir vi 13 con nha hat nén khong dugc du
thi Huong. Duy Tt sinh nam Nham Théan (1572) tai
lang N6 Giap, nay thuoc xa Nguyén Binh, huyén
Tinh Gia, tinh Thanh Hoa. Ong la ngudi rat théng
minh, ndm 21 tudi tridu dinh m¢ khoa thi, nhung vi
la con nha hat xudng (cha la Pao Ta Han lam Quan
giap, coi d6i nit nhac thoi Lé Anh Téng (1557-
1573), me 6ng cling nghé hat nén ong khong duoc
du thi Cng ctr. Sau d6 6ng trén vao nam, phiéu bat
tir Quang Binh dén Binh Dinh, 6ng cai trang giau
tung tich chan trdu cho mot phd hdo & thdn Tung
Chéau, phu Hoai Nhan (nay thudc huyén Hoai Nhon,
tinh Binh Pinh), sau d6 6ng dugc chi nha moi lam
thay dd day hoc cho con.

8 Trudce khi tham du ki thi Huong, c4c thi sinh phai
trai qua mot dot kiém tra tai dia phuong vé hoc vin
nhidm xé4c dinh nhitng hoc trd c6 du trinh d6 tham dy
ki thi Hwong. Trinh d¢ d6 1a phai am hiéu ndi dung
ctia Ngii kinh, T thu va biét 1am vin thé 4 truong.
Ngudi db khao hach khong dugce ban hoc vi gi ngoai
2 quyén loi 1a: duoc mién khong 1am lao dich, binh
dich (di linh) va dugc tham du ki thi Huong lién

sau do.
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4 T4 nhi: chi nhitng chitc phé 1am viéc & cac nha.

5 Ché: 1a 16i vua phong thuong cho cong than;
Chiéu: 14 151 vua truyén vé mét viéc quan trong ctia
tridu dinh; Biéu: 10 thin dan, quan chirc chiic tung
hoac ta on vua.

6 C6 24 khoa thi Hwong con duoc ghi chép trong céc
tu liéu chinh str, d6 1a vao cac nam: 1601, 1627,
1630, 1663, 1670, 1673, 1675, 1696, 1711, 1717,
1720, 1726, 1743, 1747, 1750, 1759, 1762, 1765,
1768, 1772, 1774, 1777, 1779, 1783.

Tai liéu tham khao

[1] Phan Huy Chu (2007), Lich triéu hién chwong
loai chi, Nxb Gido duc, Ha Noi.

[2] Nguyén Tién Cudng (1998), Si phdt trién gido
duc va ché d@s thi civ & Viét Nam thoi phong
kién, Nxb Gido duc, Ha Noi.

[3] Cao Xuan Duc (1993), Quéc triéu hwong khoa
Iuc, Nxb Tp. H6 Chi Minh, Tp. H6 Chi Minh.

[4] Dai Viét sir ky tuc bién 1676-1789, Nxb Khoa
hoc x3a hoi, Ha Noi, 1991.

[5] Tran Vin Giap (1941), Lugc khao vé khoa cii
Viét Nam: tir khoi thuy dén khoa Mdu Ngo,
1918, Ha Noi.

[6] Ngb Cao Lang (1995), Lich triéu tap ky, Nxb
Khoa hoc x3a hoi, Ha Noi.

[71 Phan Hiru Thinh (2010), Lang Quynh xwa hoc
hanh va khoa cir (khdo ciru), Nxb Nghé An,
Nghé An.



