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Tém tit: Sau khi Singapore doc lap, Thu tuéng Ly Quang Diéu di y thirc duoc van dé cua dit
nude. Ong cho rang ngoai ngir s& 14 cau ndi cho sy phat trién qudc gia, dan toc dé c6 thé dua dat
nude phat trién va co chd dung trén truong thé giéi. Chinh sach song ngit ctia Singapore, cu thé 1a
phat trién tiéng Anh trong cong dong da sic toc song song voi su bao ton tiéng me dé da dong gop
phan 16n vao su thanh cong ciia dao qudc khu viuc Pong Nam A nay. Ngay nay, viéc Singapore st
dung tiéng Anh nhu mot ngdn ngit ban dia chinh 1a két qua cta chinh sach song ngit do Thii tuéng

Ly Quang Diéu nd luc gy dung sau khi Singapore ddc lap.
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Phén loai nganh: Ngon ngitr hoc

Abstract: After Singapore became independent, Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew was aware of the
country's issues. He said that foreign languages will be a bridge helping the nation's development
so that it can develop and secure a foothold in the world arena. Singapore's bilingual policy, in
particular the development of the use of English in the multiracial community in parallel with the
preservation of the mother tongues, has largely contributed to the success of the Southeast Asian
island nation. Today, Singapore's use of English as a native language is the very result of the
bilingual policy - an effort by Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew after the country became independent.
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1. Mé dau

Singapore 1a dat nudc da van hoa, da dan
toc. Ngon nglr & Singapore kha da dang, bdi
trong cac nhom ngdn ngir chinh & qubc gia
nay, nhu: Han nglr, Ma Lai, Tamil con c6
sy bién thé, mo rong thanh nhiéu ngdn ngir
dia phuong. Déi véi nhitng qudc gia da van
hoa, da dan toc thi van dé ngdn ngit, dan toc
1a van dé quan trong va nhay cam. Viéc xdy
dung chinh sach ngdén ngir chinh 1a mdt
trong nhitng van dé hang dau trong sy phat
trién dat nude. No6i t6i thanh cong cua
Singapore ngay nay khong thé khong nhéc
doéng gop to 16n cua nha lanh dao tai ba Ly
Quang Di¢u cung véi chinh sach song ngir
cua ong.

Ly Quang Di¢u (1923-2015) 1a Thu
tuong diu tién cia nuéc Cong hoa
Singapore, 6ng dam nhiém chuc vu nay tur
nam 1959 dén nim 1990. Trong lich st thé
gi6i, Ly Quang Diéu 1a Thu tudng tré nhat
va giit chirc lau nhat. Ong 1 mot chinh
khach dic biét trong nira thé ky qua. Khong
ai co thé phii nhan duoc nhimg cong lao to
l6n ma Ly Quang Diéu da dong gép cho
Singapore. Tir mot nudc thudc thé gisi thir
ba, nghéo nan vé tai nguyén, phirc tap vé vin
hoa, sic toc... ong dd xdy dung nén mot
qudc gia hién dai, noi c6 thu nhap binh quan
dau nguoi thude cac nude hang dau thé gioi.

Trong hon 3 thap ky gitt cuong vi Thu
tudng, Ly Quang Diéu da khang dinh duoc
vai tro ciia mot nha lanh dao xuat chung khi
bién Singapore tir mot “ving dat dam lay”
thanh mot “thanh phd trong mo™... Mic du
dan sb it oi, dién tich nho va tai nguyén
nghéo nan, nhung Singapore cling c6 nhiing
loi thé riéng nhu: c¢6 nhimng bén cang kha
t6t do Anh dé lai, mot lanh thd nho gitp
chinh sach lan toa nhanh va vi tri cang bién

trung tdm chau A. Ly Quang Diéu thuong
no6i rang, tai nguyén duy nhét cua Singapore
13 ngudi dan va tinh than lam viéc hing say
ctia ho. Ong van thuong dugc xem 1a nha
kién triic cho sy phi cudng cua Singapore
ngdy nay. Bai viét ban vé chinh sach song
nglr cia Thu tuéng Ly Quang Di¢u sau khi
Singapore doc lap.

2. Boi canh ciia chinh sach song ngir

Trong cudc bau cir thang 5 ndm 1959, Pang
Hanh dong Nhan dan gianh chién thang
vang dodi. Singapore tré thanh mgt nha nudce
tu tri ndi bo bén trong va Ly Quang Diéu
trg thanh Tha tudng dau tién cua qudc gia
nay. Vao sang ngay 9 thang 8 nam 1965,
Qudc hdi Malaysia bo phiéu voi két qua
126 phiéu tng ho stra doi hién phap truc
xuat Singapore khoi lién bang. Vai gid sau
do, Nghi vién Singapore thong qua DPao luat
Doc 1ap nude Cong hoa Singapore, kién 1ap
mot nudc cong hoa doc lap va co6 chu
quyén. Ly Quang Diéu tuyén bd trong mot
budi hop bao dugc phat trén truyén hinh
rang, Singapore da try thanh mot qudc gia
¢6 chu quyeén, doc lap [5].

Tuy nhién, sau khi doc 1ap, Singapore
dbi dién v6i vo van khé khan, nhu: nguy co
vé an ninh, chinh tri; vin dé dat dai, nha &;
gido duc... Trong tinh hinh d6, Ly Quang
Di¢u cung cac cong su cua minh da tung
budc thao g& cac kho khan va dua ra cac
chinh sach dé phat trién dat nudec.

Thu tudéng Ly Quang Diéu biét rang, mot
dat nude vira thoat ra khoi sy d6 ho, lai
nghéo tai nguyén can c6 md hinh kinh té
doc dao; mot quéc gia da van hoa, da ngén
ngit nhu Singapore can c6 mdt chinh sach
ngdn ngit vu viét. Cong dong ngudi Hoa
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chiém da sb; cong ddng ngudi An Do noi
tiéng Tamil, Hindi 13 chu yéu; cong dong
ngudi Malaysia noi tiéng Ma Lai; cac cong
déng khac ho s& hiru cac loai tiéng dia
phuong khac nhau (tiéng Ma Lai duoc sir
dung trong gia dinh nguoi Do Thai, hay
tiéng BO Pao Nha trong gia dinh nguoi A -
Au Bb Pao Nha). Tuy nhién, hau hét ho sir
dung tiéng Anh, mot loai tiéng Anh A - Au
dac biét [2].

Trong khi nhiéu quéc gia di tir chdi
phuong Tay thi Ly Quang Diéu da vach ra
hudéng di khac cho Singapore. Nam 1959,
Thu tuéng Ly Quang Diéu va cong su
quyét dinh dung tiéng MAa Lai 1am quéc
ngilt, song sau d6 cac nha lanh dao da nhan
ra rang tiéng Anh phai 1a ngén ngit noi lam
viéc va la ngdbn ngt chung. Nhung tai
Singapore, ngudi Hoa chiém mot s6 luong
dong ddo, du luan xa hoi co nhiéu luéng
phan tng khi dé nghi Chinh phii dam bao vi
thé cua ngudi Hoa nhu mot ngdn ngir
chung. Ly Quang Diéu nhan thirc duoc
rﬁng, dé kiém séng duoc thi khong thé hoc
mot tht tiéng me dé, nhung néu chi hoc
tiéng Anh thi lai c6 nguy co mat ban sic
vin héa va tinh than tu ton dan tdc.

Mot trong nhiing quyét dinh quan trong
nhat ma Tha tuéng Ly Quang Diéu da thuc
hién cho Singapore 13 thac diy va duy tri
chinh sach song ngit nhu 13 nén tang cua hé
thong gido duc. Boi theo dng, ngdn ngit 1a
chia khéa dé tiép thu kién thirc... Do d6 quan
trong 12 mot budc dot pha phai dugc thuc
hién bang tiéng Anh cang sém cang tot [6].

T nhimg van dé& d6, Chinh phu
Singapore da dua ra phuong an song ngtr.
Mic du tai Singapore, ngudi Hoa chiém téi
hon 75% déan s6 nhung Han ngir khong thé
1a ngdn ngit phd cap hay ngdn ngir thuong
mai tai dat nude nay. Chinh sach song ngit
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dugc dua ra nhim muc dich dé tiéng Anh
tro thanh ngon ngtt chung & Slngapore lam
cau ndi cho moi coéng dan co ngudn gbc
chung tdc khéac nhau.

Nam 1966, chinh sach song ngir chinh
thirc dugc cong nhan nham dam béo su da
dang van hoa, thuyc hién nguyén tic song
ngit va binh dang cua bdn ngdn ngir: tiéng
M3 Lai, tiéng Quan Thoai, tiéng Anh va
tiéng Tamﬂ Bén canh do6, trong xu huong
toan cau hoa, tiéng Anh 1a ngon ngir quoc
té, ngdbn nglt noi 1am viéc va dic biét rat
pht hop v6i mot cong dong giao thuong
nhu Singapore. Tiéng Anh s& pha v& nhiing
rdo can ngdn ngit va van hoa trong giao tiép
16p tré, dong thoi x6a bo di nhitng bat cong
trong co hoi tim kiém viéc lam gitra cac thi
sinh t6t nghiép truong tiéng Anh va cic
truong t6t nghiép bang thir tiéng khac.

3. Qua trinh thyec thi chinh sach song ngir

Ngay sau khi Singapore doc lap, xac dinh
rd tAm quan trong ctia chinh sach ngdn ngir
trong quan ly dan cu, xdy dyng va phat
trién dat nude, Chinh phu tich cuc thic day
ké hoach héa vi thé ngon ngit. Tiéng Anh 1a
ngdn ngir trung 1ap duy nhat duoc chap
nhan, bao dam viéc phan phdi lgi thé kinh
té cong bang cho nhom céac dan toc thiéu
sd, khong giy ra nguy co xung dot sic toc.
Hon thé, tiéng Anh con dugc cho 13 ngdn
ngit qudc té, 1a cau ndi gitp hoi nhap, két
nbi véi thé gidi va gin két Singapore véi su
tién bo, khoa hoc va cong nghé. Boi vy,
mot trong nhitng thay d6i rd rét nhat trong
bdi canh ngdn ngit ciia Singapore sau doc
1ap 1a viéc thuc day vi thé cua tiéng Anh.
Trong Hién phéap cua Singapore, Diéu
153A quy dinh 3 vé viéc st dung bdn
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ngon ngit chinh thirc 1a: tiéng M3 Lai, tiéng
Quan Thoai, tiéng Tamil va tiéng Anh.
Nhung vé6i thé ché chinh tri ctia Singapore,
cung voi anh huong ctia Pang Hanh dong
Nhan dan no6i chung va sy anh hudng cé
nhan cia Ly Quang Di¢u ndi riéng, chinh
sach gido duc song ngir tai Singapore da
dugc quy dinh rat 16 rang trong viéc phat
trién ngdn ngir tiéng Anh. Cu thé, Didu
153A, Hién phap Singapore va tién than l1a
Dao luat Bdc 1ap Singapore 1965 quy dinh:
Hién phép ctia Cong hoa Singapore, bd luat
t6i cao & Singapore, quy dinh nhitng ngon
ngit chinh thirc 13 tiéng M3 Lai, tiéng Quan
Thoai, tiéng Tamil (ngdn ngit Nam An) va
tiéng Anh [4]. Tiéng M3 Lai, tiéng Quan
Thoai, tiéng Tamil va tiéng Anh 1a bdn
ngoén ngt chinh thirc cuia Singapore va xac
nhan tiéng Anh 1a ngon ngit hanh chinh cia
dat nu6e véi diéu kién 1a: khong ai bi ngan
cAm hay can tré viéc sir dung hay hoc va
day bat ky ngon ngit nao khac; khong c6 gi
trong diéu nay c6 thé tac dong dén quyén
cta Chinh phu trong viéc bdo v¢ va duy tri
viéc str dung va hoc tdp ngdn ngir cua bat
ky cong dong nao khac ¢ Singapore.

Tt nam 1960, chinh sach song ngir dugc
Chinh phi thuc hién chi yéu thong qua hé
thong gido duc, tir ddy gdy anh huong dén
viéc st dung ngdn ngir trong cong dong.
Vao nam 1966, gido duc song ngit chinh
thirc dugc thuc hién trong hé thong truong
hoc, bit bude trong cac truong tiéu hoc va
sau do 1a trong truong trung hoc. Hoc sinh
trong cac truong hoc tiéng dia phuong phai
hoc tiéng Anh nhu ngdn ngit thir hai, trong
khi hoc sinh cac truong hoc tiéng Anh bit
budc phai hoc thém ngon ngir khac.

Chinh sach nay con st dung cic ngdn
nglr thir hai trong mot s6 mon hoc tai ky thi

t6t nghiép tiéu hoc (PSLE), sau d6 trong ky
thi 14y chung chi cua truong Cambrige -
mon thi diéu kién truée khi tham gia ky thi
t6t nghiép gido duc phd thoéng (GCE) vao
nam 1969. Chinh phu con thanh lap giai
thuong Prime Ministen’s Book Prize dé
trao ting hing nim cho hoc sinh song ngir
nbi bat nhit trong cac trudng tiéu hoc va
trung hoc. Nam 2011, Thu tuéng Ly Quang
Diéu bat dau 1ap Quy Lee Kuan Yew danh
cho song ngir dé hd trg cac sang kién giup
tré em trudc tudi dén truong co thé
phat trién sém mot nén tang cho viéc hoc
song ngtr [6].

T nira cudi nhitng nim 1960, dé mo
rong viéc s dung ngdén nglr thi hai tai
truong hoc, nhiéu mon hoc duge day béng
cac ngoén ngtr khac nhau nhu toan hoc va
khoa hoc dugc giang day bang tiéng Anh
tai cac truong tiéu hoc dung tiéng ban dia,
trong khi moén cong dan va lich su dugc
giang day bang tiéng Han phd théng & cac
truong day tiéng Anh. Chinh phu Singapore
cling thir nghiém thoi gian tiép xtic ngén
nglt (LET) - khoang thoi gian hoc sinh
dugc tiép xtic voi ngdn ngir thir hai thong
qua céac bai hoc ngon ngir, hodac thong qua
viéc sir dung n6 lam phuong tién giang day
cho cac chu dé khac. Pé nhidn manh tim
quan trong cua viéc hoc song ngilt, ngobn
ngit thir hai duoc tinh trong s6 gap doi
trong PSLE nam 1973.

Nam 1979, viéc thanh thao ngdn ngit thir
hai tré thanh mét yéu cau khi nhap hoc du bi
dai hoc. Tir ddu nhitng nam 1980, viéc thanh
thao ca hai ngon nglt cling tr¢ thanh mot
trong nhiing tiéu chi cho viéc nhap hoc vao
dai hoc. Trudc tinh trang sb luong truong
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hoc bang tiéng dia phuong suy giam nhanh
chong do cac bac cha me tich cuc hudng
con cai dén véi nén gido duc tiéng Anh.
Nam 1979, Chinh pha c¢6 Chuong trinh hd
tro dac biét (SAP) cho 9 trudng trung hoc
bang tiéng Han phd théng truyén thong
nham bao ton van hoa, giit gin 18 nghi xa
hdi, khudn phép ky luat cua cac truong nay
va dé phat trién ching thanh céac truong
thyc hién chinh sach song ngir hi¢u qua.
Bén canh d6, sau nhiéu nim sut giam )
luong hoc sinh trong cac truong hoc tiéng
ban xu, hé théng gido duc qubc gia
Singapore doi hoi tat ca cac trudong, ngoai
trir cac truong ctia SAP, cung cap tiéng Anh
v6i tu cach 1a ngdn ngir dau tién va tiéng
me dé 1a ngdn ngtr thur hai vao nam 1987.
Nam 1990, tiéng Han phd thong tro
thanh ngdn ngit thir hai bat budc ddi véi
hoc sinh gbc Hoa & cac truong trung hoc

tiéng Anh. Chinh sach nay sau d6 dugc mo
rdng sang cac tiéng me dé khac, bit budc
hoc sinh ngudi géc Ma Lai va An Do phai
hoc tiéng Ma Lai va Tamil. Tuy nhién, ké
tor nhitng nam 1990, hoc sinh géc An bo
duoc phép lya chon hoc ngon nglr Bengali,
Gujarati, Hindi, Punjabi hoac Urdu nhu la
ngon ngtr thir hai.

4. Két qua thye thi chinh sach song ngir

Chinh sach ngdén nglt cia Chinh phu
Singapore di thuc day tich cuc sy phét trién
ngodn ngit cia ddo qudc niy. Viéc thé ché
hoa, thuc ddy tich cuc vi thé mot vai ngon
nglt hon cac ngdn nglr khac va sy thyuc thi
chu dong nhiing chinh sadch ngon ngir da co
tac dong rd rét lén modi truong hoc ngdn
ngir cia Singapore.

Bang 1: So sanh ti 1& sir dung tiéng Anh va tiéng me dé & Singapore (%) [3]

Nhom tde nguoi Ngon nglr 1980 1990 2000 2010
Tiéng Anh 10,2%  21,4%  239%  32,6%
Hoa Han ngit pho thong 13,1% 30% 45,1%  47,7%
Tiéng Han phuong ngi 76,2%  482%  30,7%  19,2%
, Tiéng Anh 2,3% 5,7% 7,9% 17%
Ma Lai _,
Tiéng Melayu 96,7% 94,1% 91,6% 82,6%
Tiéng Anh 243%  343%  35,6%  41,6%
. Tiéng Tamil 522%  43,5%  429%  36,6%
An B0 ]
Tieng Melayu 8,6% 14,1% 11,6% 7,9%
Cac ngdn ngir khac 14,9% 8,1% 9,2% 13,2%

Tat ca cac nhom toc nguoi tai Singapore,
ngoai tieng me dé ra con st dung ngoén ngir
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nhiéu nim, thi tiéng Anh duoc st dung phd
bién voi luong ngudi sit dung co chidu
hudéng ting qua cic nam (Bang 1). Nhu
vay, chinh sach song ngir dugc thuc hién
lam giam dang ké s6 luong ngudi noi tiéng
dia phuong ¢ Singapore. Pong thoi, tiéng
Anh duoc phat trién va dong vai trd quan
trong trong hé théng ngdn ngir & Singapore.

Sau hon nura thé ky nhin lai, chinh sach
gido duc mang tinh dot phé va tdo bao cua
Thu tuéng Ly Quang Diéu da thay doi hoan
toan by mat cia mot quéc gia nho bé, thiéu
thon vé tai nguyén. Cac thé hé nguoi
Singapore hién nay vira gioi tiéng Anh ma
van gitt dugc ban sic dan toc minh, trong
d6 co tiéng Trung.

C6 thé néi, chinh sach ngdén ngit &
Singapore, dac biét 1a chinh sach song ngit
dugc ban hanh va thuc thi da dem lai nhiing
két qua vé nhiéu mat. Thong qua hé thong
gido duc, thanh cong cua chinh sach ngon
nglt co ban dap ung muc ti€u dit ra cua
chinh phil. Tiéng Anh tré nén thong dung,
dan chiém wu thé trong xd hoi Singapore.
Tiéng Anh khong chi dugc st dung rong rai
trong linh vuc hanh chinh cta chinh phu ma
con di sau vao cac pham vi xa hoi, gia dinh,
ca nhan.

C6 thé noi, chinh sach ngon ngit da gop
phan 16n vao su thanh cong cua Singapore.

Thir nhat, truée su phat trién cla toan
cau hoa, tiéng Anh duoc phat trién, dan
chiém uu thé va dong vai tro 16n trong hé
thong da ngdn ngir cua Singapore. Tiéng
Anh duogc st dung trong cac co quan hanh
chinh va lan toa dén cong dong, cic gia
dinh, mdi c4 nhan... Hon thé nita, tiéng Anh
dd dem lai cho Singapore nhiéu wu thé trén

moi linh vuc, giup cho Singapore dé dang
nhanh chéng hoi nhap vé6i thé gidi. Viée
thuc hién chinh sach song ngir gbp phan
quan trong vao sy thanh céng vé kinh té,
chinh tri,
Singapore. Trudc nhiing ap luc cia xu

van hoa, gido duc... cua
huéng toan cdu hoa, chinh sach song ngir
ciia Ly Quang Diéu da c6 tac dong ndi bat
va giup Singapore “héa rong”. Nguoi
Singapore ngay nay di co thé st dung tiéng
Anh song song véi tiéng me dé cta minh.
Ho c6 thé tan dung hai ngdn ngir, ddong thoi
cling c6 thé 1am an, sinh sdng ¢ nhitng quéc
gia noi tiéng Anh va tiéng Trung. Mic du
vé mit phap 1y, Chinh pha Singapore quy
dinh tiéng Anh khong phai 1a tiéng me de¢,
tiéng Anh 1a ngén ngit hanh chinh, nhung
trén thuc té tiéng Anh c6 vi thé hon tai
Singapore boi cac chinh sach thiic diy hd
trg tir chinh phu.

Thit hai, viéc tiéng Anh dugc cong nhan
l1a ngén ngir chinh thirc & Singapore da lam
giam dang ké sb luong nguoi noi tiéng dia
phuong. Singapore 1a mét qubc gia voi
phan 16n 1a ngudi géc Hoa. Trong céc gia
dinh nguoi Hoa, chu yéu ngudi ta van néi
tiéng Han phuong ngit. Nhung sau khi
chinh séch song nglt duoc thuc thi, ti 1€
nhitng ngudi néi tiéng Han phuong ngir da
giam dang ké. Ti 1é ngudi noéi tiéng Han
phuong nglt gidm manh va giéi han &
nhimg ngudi cao tudi. Thay vao d6 nguoi
Hoa noi tiéng phd thong trong trudng hoc
hodc méi truong giao tiép tiéng Han. Viéc
thuc hién chinh sach song ngir & Singapore
da gitup cho nhirng ngudi dan ¢ dao qudc sir
dung thong thao tiéng Anh va tiéng me deé.
bay la mot chinh sach uu viét giup cho
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x4 hoi da van hoa, da sic toc nhu Singapore
khong mat di ban sic dan toc, ma gitp cho
ngudi dan c6 thé tiép cin nhitng vin dé
todn cdu mot cach nhanh chéng va thuan
loi nhat.

Thir ba, khi tiéng Anh duoc coi 1a ngén
nglt hanh chinh da tao nén sy théng nhét
trong qudc gia. Str dung tiéng Anh nhu mot
ngon ngit pho thong gitip han ché nhiing
khac biét, nhitng xung dot, mau thuin sic
toc, gop phﬁn 6n dinh xa hoi... Vi vay,
chinh sach ndy con mang tinh chinh tri
dac biét.

Thir tw, tuy mang nhiéu tinh wu viét
nhung chinh sach ngén ngir cua Singapore
cling con c¢6 nhiéu van dé ton tai, nhu: viéc
gia ting ngudi noi tiéng Anh trong cong
dong dan dén ti 16 ngudi nodi tiéng me dé
dan bi mai mét va pha tap. Bén canh do,
viéc cong nhan tdm quan trong cla tiéng
Anh trong xa hoi da tdc nguoi lam cho cac
ngon ngit chinh thirc khac c6 vi thé yéu di...

5. Két luin

Trong nhitng nam dau 1ap qudc, tiéng Anh
da tro thanh cong cu két nbi nhiéu nhom
nguoi tai Singapore (nguoi Hoa, Malaysia,
An Do). Tiéng Anh gitip Singapore xa hoi
hoa, hoan thién gido duc co ban mdt cach
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cong bang, con ngdn nglt me dé giup bao
t6n di dan van hoa riéng. Diéu nay giup ddo
qudc giam strc ép vé van dé vin héa dan toc
vbn co thé 1am anh huodng tién trinh phat
trién kinh té ciia dit nudc. Chinh sach song
nglr cua Thu tuéng Ly Quang Di¢u da dap
ung muc ti€u cua dat nudce, tao dugc mdi
truong giao tiép cho cong dong dan toc da
van hoa, da sic toc va duy tri mot xa hoi
doan két, da dang, gitip cho ddo qudc nay
nhanh chéng hoi nhap va phat trién.
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