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TRAO POI

CHAC GOM O DI TiCH GO O CHUA (LONG AN)
VA SU'BI AN VE CHUC NANG

Lé Duy Son’

Trong khao c6 hoc, d6i khi tham vong giai thich vé ngudn gdc, cong dung, k¥
thuat ché tao... cia mot vai loai hién vat nao do roi vao bé tic, kho tim ra 16i giai
dap thuyét phuc, khién chung ta chip nhan sy ton tai cua chiing nhu 1a sy duong
nhién ma khong ai hiéu biét that dang vé chung (hodc chi phong doan).

Trong sb nhitng dd vat khao c6 thude tinh trang trén, chiing t6i chi dé cap &
day mot loai hién vat bing dat nung von duoc nhidu ngudi biét dén qua cac bai viét
trong thoi gian hon chuc ndm tré lai day, do 1a loai chac gém dugc phat hién voi sb
lugng vo cung 16n & di tich Go O Chua (GOC) va rai rac tai mot sd dia diém khao
6 khac & ving dat phia tiy cta tinh Long An.

1. Go O Chua: mét di tich ndi tiéng véi loai chac gém dic biét

Tir khoang dau thién nién ky I trude Cong nguyén (TCN), nhiéu khu vuc &
Nam B¢ Viét Nam budc vao thoi dai kim khi. Tuy nhién céc di tich, di vat cua giai
doan dau tién thudc thoi dai nay dén nay chua thé duoc miéu ta mot cach dﬁy dua
vi nguén tai liéu con tan man. Chung ta biét nhiéu nhit vé dién mao cudc séng cua
16p cu dan ¢ trén dia ban tinh Long An hién nay trong khoang thién nién ky I TCN
13 nho két qua khai quat va nghién ctru tai di tich GOC trong nhirg nim tir 1997
dén 2008. D6 1a mot dia diém khao cb dic biét, nam cach Thanh phé Ho Chi Minh
khoang 100km v& phia ty - ty bic va cach b bién hién nay khoang 140km, hién
thuc xa Hung Pién A, huyén Vinh Hung. GOC 13 mét go dat 16n nam gitra ving
dat Pong Thap Mudi®) véi ba con dat ndi nhau cé tong chiéu dai 450m, chira rat
nhiéu tan tich cu tra cta cu dan thoi dai dd déng va hang trim mo tang khac thudc
cac thoi dai mudn hon.

Sau Cong nguyén, c6 1& GOC thinh thoang van con ¢ cu déan sinh song,
nhu’ng & day khong c6 mot 16p vin hoa thuc su trong long dat ma chi thiy manh
gom rai rac trong lop dat canh tac va vai di vat dac biét nhu mot con dau (intaglio)
bang ma ndo cua thoi dai Phit Nam (Vuong Thu Hong 2011: 255, 276), trén bé mit
ctia con ddu cham hinh con ga tréng trudc bé tho than lira. Con du nay c6 18 khong
phai dén tir La M3 ma nhiéu kha ning c6 ngudn gdc tir Sassanid (triéu dai tién Hoi
gido cubi cung cia dé quc Ba Tu & ving Tay A). Con diu quy nay da duoc phat
hién vao nam 2008 trong 16p trén cung & hd khai quét sb 2 cua di tich GOC.

*  Truong Pai hoc Khoa hoc Hué.
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Di tich GOC cung cép cho khao c¢6 hoc mét loai di vat hét sire dic biét, dé la
chac gém. Tét nhién nhu d3 noi & trén, loai hién vat nay khong chi c6 mat & GOC
ma c6 thé tim thiy & khoang chuc dia diém khac nhau vé phia nam cua di tich nay
nhung khong phong phu vé s6 lwong va dic trung vé loai hinh.

Hién nay, hon 130.000 manh v& chac gdm da phat hién & GOC trong cac hd
dao ciia cac cudc khai quat. Udc tinh mot cach khai quat rang, cir khoang 8 manh
v& thude vé mét chiée chac gém hoan chinh thi cic nha khao ¢ da phat hién hon
16 ngan chiéc chac gdm tai di tich GOC. Tong dién tich ctia GOC gan 65.000m?,
can ¢t vao tinh trang phan b di vat, udc tinh c6 khoang 40.000m? luu gitr nhitng
manh tan tich ctia chac gbm trong long dat. Néu uéc lwong mot cach than trong thi
trén toan bo dién tich cua di tich GOC c6 thé ton tai khoang tir 15 dén 20 triéu manh
v ctia khoang trén dudi 2 triéu chiée chac gdbm (A.Reinecke - Nguyén Thi Thanh
Luyén 2008). Mot khdi lwong rat 16n chac gbm bi gy v& va bi viit b nay 1a minh
chung cho y kién rang, chung dugc ché tao va sir dung tai ché chir khong phai 1a
loai san pham dugc san xuét dé trao d6i nhu trudc ddy nhiéu nguoi nhan dinh.

Chac gom GOC thuong c6 chiéu
cao tr 22cm - 30cm voi duong
kinh than trung binh trén dudi
5cm, duogc chia thanh bon kiéu
chinh khac nhau dua trén co s¢
hinh dang phan dau phia trén
(Anh 1). Bén canh kiéu ¢ nhat 13
Anh 1: Céc loai chac gém & di tich Go O Chua chac gbm c6 phan dau “hinh mo
(Anh: AReinecke) neo” (Kiéu 1, anh 1), phan 16n
chac c¢6 phan dau phia trén v6i ba mau nhon chia vé ba phia (Kiéu 2, 3, 4, anh 1).
Quan sat k§ mot chac gdm, ching ta c6 thé nhan thiy chung dugc lam bang chat liéu
tir dat sét tron voi ba thue vat khién xwong gdm kha thd, mau hong hay xam nhat.

Vé hinh dang, mot ddu cta chac gdm loe ra va chéic chan va day 1a phan dé
vi ¢6 g mép bang phang khi dat trén mat dat va phﬁn 16m & chinh giita khong hé
duogc gla cong k¥ lu:(mg Chung t6i nhan manh diéu nay vi tung co nguoi nghi day
13 phan trén cta chiéc chac gdm véi chirc nang dé dung. Dau con lai caa chac gom
thudng 14 ba mili nhon nhu nhitng chiéc stmg nhé cao nghiéng ra ngoai vé ba phia
va thé hién rd cong dung nhu dé d& mét cai gi trén d6 (ndi, bat, dia...?). Viéc vudt
nhon dau cta cai “chac ba” nay khién ching ta lién tuong dén viéc han ché dén
murc it nhat dién tiép xtc gitra chac gém v6i vat duge d trén d6 nham nhan duoc
nhiéu nhiét do khi nung. Diéu ky la 1a than chac gdm c6 hoa vin déap chéo va ca
hoa vin 4n 6 vudng, 6 tram déu din nhu loai gbm duc khudn, phia ngoai ciia mdi
chiéc “stmg” nhon & doan tiép ndi v6i than lai c6 ddu bAm kep tir hai ngdn tay cai
va tro nhu dé 1am diu ma xem ra chang c6 tac dung gi thiét thuc.
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Quan sat trén nhiéu hién vat va suy dién, chung t6i cho rang viéc sir dung
chac gbém bit dau tir khi duoc kho ctng, chﬁng s& “hoa gbm” trong qua trinh nung
khi lam vat d& trong 10. Diéu nay dugc khang dinh béi mau sic cua cac phan trong
mot chiée “chac” khac nhau, d6 hong & phan dé va dau, xam tring & phan than.

Co rét nhiéu chac gém duogc tai str dung, khi phﬁn than bi gy, nguoi ta chép
lai bang cach boc thém phia ngoai mot 16p dat sét, sau lan sir dung dé nung 1an thi
hai, mau cua chiéc chac gém va lop dat sét mang sic dam nhat khac nhau...

2. Chac gobm GOC: mt gia thuyét vé cong cu lam mudi

Chtrc ning st dung cua loai chac gém trén day hién van con nhiéu diéu bi an.
Khi méi biét vé loai hién vat nay véi nhiitng manh v& ro1 rac, cdc nha nghién ctru
goi 1 “gdm stng bo” ma khong hiéu ching dé lam gi. Tuy nhién, dan da ngudi
ta cling nhn ra hinh dang thuc su ctia chung nhu mot cai chac cay phia dau c6 ba
mAau nhon (hodc hinh mé neo) khién nhiéu ngudi hoai nghi vé viée sir dung chiing
nhu 1a mét loai dung cu dé ké do gém trong 10 khi nung. Vi¢c dat gém moc (chua
nung) 1én loai chac nay cho phép sip xép mot cach trat ty va tan dung tdi da nhiét
nang tac dong 18n ca hai mit trong va ngoai d6 vat, khién cho xwong gdm s& chic
déu. Néu ding Véy thi di tich GOC 1a mot céng tru’b’ng san xudt dd gém c6 quy mo
16n, vay nhung dén nay chung ta khong thé khang dinh dugc diéu nay vi hau nhu
noi day ching c6 déu tich 10 nung, gdbm phé pham... mot cach rd rang.

Khong nhu cach nghi ciia nhiéu nha khao c¢6 hoc Viét Nam, A.Reinecke 1a
khao c6 hoc ngudi buc v6n ¢6 nhiéu hiéu biét vé khao c6 hoc Viét Nam va Dong
Nam A, qua qua trinh gan b6 vai cac cude khai quat ¢ di tich GOC da cho rang, day
la mot loai do gom ¢ lién quan dén nghé lam mudi. Ong cho rang chac gbm GOC
1a loai d6 gom duy nhat xuat hién & Pong Nam A va rat gidng véi loai chan d& trong
bd dung cy nau nudc bién dé lam mudi da timg xuat hién & chau Au, chau Phi.

Theo A.Reinecke, bg suu tdp manh chac gém GOC Ia minh chuing cho mot

trung tam ndu mudi ban cong nghiép 16n nhét ca th(‘yi dai 46 dong ¢ Pong Nam
A (A Reinecke 2010). Kiéu 2, 3, 4 (Anh 1) cta chac gom GOC c6 sy twong dong
cao nhét véi loai ‘cot hinh strng” hodc “cot tru hinh éng ba tay” da phat hién & vai
chuc dia diém nau nude bién 1am mubi thudc thoi dai dd déng mudn - sit sém &
nuéc Pac. O mot sd noi tai chau Au, nguoi ta da phat hién chac gbm cung véi dd
dung bang gdm dé nau mudi trén vai dia diém ¢ Pirc hoic Phép.

Qua thuc tién nghién ctru, sau khi khai quat va rira sach, phﬁn khoét 16m bén
trong ciia dé chac gdm trd nén tron nhan va wdt mém. Didu d6 cho thay chac gom
khong dugc nung trudc khi sir dung. Dé dung, ngudi ta dit phan chan chac trén
mit dat hodc ép xudng dat doi chut cho thém phan vimg chic khi chac chua qua
cimg. Trong qué trinh nung niu, chac méi tré thanh gém va nhd d6 méi c6 duoc
d6 bén viing nhat dinh. A Reinecke cho rang, quan sat nay tring hop véi viéc st
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dung nhiing “chac chia ba ¢ lang Lojia vuing Manga thugc Cong hoa Niger (chau
Phi). Tai do, cac chac gom cling chi dugc hong kho trong gié ma khong dugc nung
trudc kh1 duoc sip xép Vao 1. Ong ciing cho rang cong dung va su khing dinh
chac gbm duoc nung véi mau nhon hudng 1én phia trén di duoc xac dinh ca trén
co sO quan sat di tich khao ¢6 1an trong tai li¢u dan toc hoc, diéu nay con dugc xac
nhan chéc chin bang cach do dac tir tinh ctia khao ¢6 hoc (U.Proske va nnk 2009).

Tu cac dia diém khao cb hoc & chau Au va tai liéu dan toc hoc & Niger (chau
Phi), ngudi ta biét c¢6 vai trim chac gdbm dung theo hang sat canh nhau bén trong
106 ¢6 thanh xung quanh bé“mg dat. Néu tinh theo dién tich va mat do chac gém odi
tich GOC, cac nha nghién ctru udc tinh c6 18 & ddy da timg ton tai dén vai ngan 10
nau mudi bang gom.

Lién quan dén gia thuyét vé sy ton tai ctia viéc 1am mudi bang phwong phap
dun néng nudc bién voi nhimg dung cu bang gém, A.Reinecke ciing cho rang hién
nay khong cé loai thuc vat chiu man nao duoc biét dén & khu vuc xung quanh di
tich GOC. Piéu nay ndi 1én rang trong lich sir ving dt mién tdy Long An, rat cd
thé muc nude bién chua bao gio xam chiém dén day. Ong ciing din theo “Aobo
Tu” (B%J% &) trong “Minh hoa hoat d6ng nau nudc bién”, mot ghi chép chi tiét vé
hoat dong san xuit mudi bién tai Trung Quéc dudi thoi nha Nguyén voi 47 tranh
minh hoa d3 cho thiy rd: Nhitng chiéc thuyén chuyén dung duoc d6 day gan 1.000
lit nu('fc mén qua cac du(‘mg 6ng bang tre va duoc trau kéo doc theo bd kénh t6i
10 ndu mudi. Cac chu thuyen dd hang bang thung va don ganh nudc man dugc
d6 vao bé chira va dugc dan t6i timg bép riéng qua cac duong dng tre.. . (Yoshida
Tora - Vogel 1993: 137). Ciing tuong tu nhu vay, c6 thé nhitng 10 mudi & GOC tai
Nam B¢ Viét Nam khong nhét thiét phai nam sat bién. Thuc té cho thfiy bt ctr mot
dia diém nao ciing c6 thé duoc cung cap nudc bién néu co cac diéu kién thuan tién
nhu dudng van chuyén (song ngoi), hé thong giao thuong, viée du trir chat dbt va
dat sét, dia thé cao rao c6 thé tranh lut va khuat mat nhitng ké phd hoai...

3. Van deé van chwa sang té

Loai chac gbm gidng nhu & di tich GOC ciing da phat hién ¢ khoang chuc
dia diém khac & Long An nhlmg sO lugng rat it va khéng may dién hinh. Tuy nhién
ngay ca A.Reinecke cling cho ring, khong phai tat ca cac dia dlem co chac gbém
déu 1a noi da tu‘ng c6 nghé nau nude bién 1am mu01 Vi du mét s6 chac gébm da tim
thay & di tich C6 Son Tu (mot dia diém khao cd khac ¢ tinh Long An) lai c6 hinh
dang khac, c6 1& chiing hop hon véi chitc ning ding lam gid ké gom dé phoi, sdy
hay nung va tat nhién chac gébm GOC ciing c6 thé 1am duoc chirc néng nay. Tuy
nhién, dén nay ching ta khong ¢6 minh chimg nao ro rang de cho rang GOC da
tung 1a mot trung tam nghe gom vi bén canh mot s luong rat 16n chac gébm duoc
phat hién nhung ching hé c6 phé pham gdém hay déu tich 16 nung.
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Tré lai véi nhan dinh cia nha khao c6 A.Reinecke vé chirc nang cua loai chac
gébm & GOC, nhiéu ¥ kién cho rang chua du co s¢ dé thuyét phuc rang, ching la
mat loai cong cu tham gia vao quy trinh lém mubi cua nguoi xua. Viét Nam co
duong bo bién dai, nhiét d6 trung binh cao, s6 gio nang trong nam nhiéu, chi can
1am mudi bang phuong phap phm nude bién trén ruong mudi nhu ngay nay la da
c6 thé san xuat duoc luong mu01 16n. Voi dic diém dia hinh Viét Nam, mubi co
thé dugc lam ¢ ving ven bién roi dem di trao d6i dén tan nhimng noi xa théng qua
hé thdng giao thuong bang ca dudng thuy 1an duong bo. Chic chin tir ngdy xua,
v6i phuong tién duong thuy luu thong trén hai con song Vam Co6 Pong va Vam
Co Tay, viéc van chuyén mudi tir viing bién Vvao sdu trong ndi dia thudn lgi va hiéu
qua hon nhiéu so vdi viéc dua nudce bién vao nau.

Ciing can n6i thém rang, bén canh phuong phap lam mu01 pho bién bang cach
phO’l nude bién, & mot sd dia phuong dén nay van con ton tai ky thuat nau mu01
truyén thong bang 160 nung nhu & Pha Yén, Bac Liéu.... Tuy nhién, viéc nau mudi
nay khong phai bat dau tir viéc str dung nude bién 1am nguyén liéu ma Ia tir mudi
hat. Viéc niu lai mudi hat dé lam ra mudi bot 12 loai mubi sach, tre"mg min, duoc dem
ban khap noi, trong d6 c6 ca ving dong bang Nam Bo. Diéu nay khién chiing t6i lién
tuong dia diém GOC nhu 1a mot trung tAm san xuét san pham gi d6 lién quan dén
viéc nung ddt lira, rat c6 thé 13 1am gém ma ciing c6 thé 1a 1am mudi bot ma nhitng
chiéc chac gém dang duoc dé cap o day la mot loai cong cu khong thé thiéu duoc.

Diéu cin néi thém rang, GOC 1a mot khu nghia dia c¢d c6 nién dai tir vai trim
nam sau Cong nguyén tro' di voi mat d6 mo tang day dac, pho bién 1a loai hinh
mo dat voi xuwong ¢t con kha nguyen ven, c6 nhiéu vat tuy tang 1a d6 gém thudc
van hoa Oc Eo cung véi nhidu dd sat, d6 dong, dd thuy tinh va thinh thoang c6
chén theo ca nhitng chiéc chac gbm. Vé mdi lién hé, cac nha nghién ctru cho rang,
nhirng mo tang ndy c6 nién dai mudn hon nhiéu so voi thoi dai cua nhitng chiée
chac gém. C6 thé mot nhom cu dan cd thudc vuong qudc Phu Nam & khu vuc
DPong Thap Mudi xua da chon GOC 1am nghia dia sau khi khu vuc nay da két thiic
vai tro 1a mot trung tAm san xuat dic biét (v6i nhitng gia dinh nhu da noi trén day)
Didu nay la kha rd rang vi phan nhiéu nhimng huyét mo da dao cit xé sau xudng
tang dat chira chac gom, tham chi c6 nhiing huyét mo cat chong 1én nhau. Trén
thuc té, du & thoi dai nao, voi mot khu vuc san xuét dang con hoat dong thi cu dan
duong thoi khong bao gid chon d6 dé lam nghia dia.

Tré lai voi loai chac gém GOC, ching t61 lai lién hé véi loat hinh chac gém (con
duoc goi 1a gdm “chén gio™) kha phd bién trong cac nén vin hoa so ky kim khi & Bic
B (nhu vin hoa Phing Nguyén, Pong Dau, Go Mun. ..) hay loai hinh chac gbm (ma
nay méi nhan dién dugc la nhitng vat ¢6 than hinh tru nhung hinh dang chinh xac thi
chwa biét) trong cac di tich thudc vin hoa Bau Tré & khu vuc Ha Tinh, Quang Binh,
cau hoi vé chirc ning ctia chung hau nhu van chua dén hoi duoc giai dap thoa dang.
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Chung t6i chi ¢ thé tin d6 13 loai vat
dung dé ké bép 10. Tuy nhién dang
bép 10 ra sao va chirc nang dé lam gi
thi chac khong giéng nhau & cac thoi
dai, cac khu vuec.

Pé tam két thuc ciu chuyén von
dang d¢ dang nay, ching t61 nghi co
18 khong phai bat ky di vat hay hién
tuong khao ¢d nao cling dugc nhan
thirc ngay mot cach day du, chinh xac.
C6 nhimg truyén théng ki thuat thoi
qua khir vinh vién bj that truyén ma su tich Iy tri thirc ctia chung ta thi lai ¢6 gi6i han,
loai hinh chac gém trong cac nén van hoa thoi dai kim khi ¢ Viét Nam n6i chung va chac
gdm GOC & Long An néi riéng van con d6 nhitng diéu bi an danh cho cac nha khao cb.
LDS

Anh 3: Phan dé chac gdm (trai) va than chac gém
trong van héa Bau Tré

CHU THICH

(1) Doéng Thap Mwdi 1a mét ving dat ngap nwéc ctia ddng bang séng Clru Long cé dién tich
697.000 hecta, trdi rong trén ba tinh Long An, Tién Giang va Bdng Théap trong d6 Long An
chiém non phan ntra. Trén thyc té, ving dat ngap nwéc nay con trai rong sang ca lanh thé
Cam pu chia, thudc tinh Svay Rieng.
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TOM TAT

Trong sb céac hién vat khai quat dwoc tai di tich Go O Chua (nay thudc x& Hung Dién A,
huyén Vinh Hwng, tinh Long An), c6 mét loai hién vat bang dat nung ma cén c& vao hinh dang
clia no, gi¢i khdo cb hoc goi la “chac gbm” (ceramic pedestal), dwgc phat hién véi s lwong rat

I&n nhwng dén nay ngudi ta van chua rd dung cu nay dung dé lam gi. Gan day, nha khao cb hoc

ngudi Birc Andreas Reinecke cho réng, nhivng chiéc chac gdm nay la chan d& trong bd dung cu

nau nuéc bién dé 1am mudi. Nhwng gia thuyét nay van chwa thuyét phuc dwoc gidi khao cb hoc.

Téc gia bai viét nay cho réng, cac loai chac gém & Go O Chuia cé sw twong ddng vé chirc
nang v&i cac loai gbm “chan gid” (cling dwoc goi 1a “chac gbm”) phat hién dwoc tai cac di tich
thudc thei dai so ky kim khi & Béc B6 va Béc Trung Bo. R4t cé thé do 1a cac loai vat dung dé ké
bép 16. Tuy nhién, dang bép 16 ra sao va dé lam gi thi can phai tiép tuc nghién ctru.

ABSTRACT

CERAMIC PEDESTALS AT GO O CHUA RELIC (LONG AN PROVINCE)
AND THEIR MYSTERIOUS FUNCTION
Among the artifacts unearthed at Go O Chua relic (now in Hung Dién A commune, Vinh

Hwng District, Long An Province) there is a kind of earthenware object called “chac gém” (ceramic

pedestal) based on its shape, was discovered with a huge amount, but so far its use has not

been known. Recently, Andreas Reinecke, a German archaeologist, has argued that this kind
of ceramic pedestals was the supports of a set of seawater cookware to make salt; but this
hypothesis has yet to be convinced.

The author supposes that the ceramic pedestals at Go O Chua relic would have the similar
function to other types of trotter —shape ceramics (also called ceramic pedestals) discovered in
the relics of the Early Iron Age in the North and Northern Central of Vietnam. It is likely that they
are a tool for arranging the stove. Moreover, further study on the form of the stove and its use
should be carried out.



