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TAN MAN VE SONG AN CUU QUA CAM NHAN
CUA NGUOI CHAU AU TRUOC 1945
Nguyén Quang Trung Tién’

Séng An Cuu va vung dat ven con song nay ¢ khu vuc Hué d3 dugc nguoi
chau Au biét dén tir thé ky XVII, qua tén goi song Phii Cam va lang Phit Cam. Tén
Phu Cam xuét phat tir cai phti mang tén Cam, c6 cung nién dai v6i phu Duong
Xuan va phu Tap Tugng bén bo nam Song Huong thdi cac chiia Nguyén,® nén dan
gian quen goi la Phu Cam.

Ving dét ven song Phu Cam di sdm xuat hién ho dao cing tra s¢ cta cac linh
muc thudc Hoi Thira sai Paris (Société des Missions étrangéres de Paris) va nhiéu
dong tu khac, c¢6 nha thd tir nim 1682, dén dau thé ky XX trd thanh nha tho Chinh
tdoa Phit Cam; nén ngay tir thé ky XVII, cac gido si phuong Tay dén Hué quen dung
cai tén Phu Cam, boi day 1a dia diém tu hoi chinh cua ho ¢ dau con song.

Vao ntra dau thé ky XVIII, tén Phu Cam dugc toan thé gidi Cong gido quan
tam, do “Pirc Giam muc E. F de la Baume [Khim mang Toa Thanh Vatican], tudi
da cao, thiéu thon di moi thir... dd qua doi. Noi d6 khong phai & Cochin [tir nim
1834 duoc triéu Nguyén goi 1a Nam Ky], ¢ Barjavel, ma ¢ Phit Cam, mot ving
dat tai Hué; noi ong duoc bd nhiém nhu mot vi Hong y gido chu, qua doi vao ngay
02/4/1741, v6i sy c6 mat cua mot hoang than Kité gido An Nam [hoang tdc chua
Nguyén xr Pang Trong], cling mot sé ngudi dén thim viéng va nhitng nha truyén
gi4o khac, bao gdbm mdt linh myc ngudi Trung Qudc 12 hoc tro ctia ong... Cai chét
nay la mdt sy kién & Hué d6i voi triéu dinh cling nhu cac than dan, boi sy hién dién
ctia “Vi khach”ma ca thé giéi déu biét dén”.®

Pau thé ky XIX, ving dat Phit Cam 14 noi cu trd suot gan 18 nam [1802-1819]
cua gla dinh Jean Baptiste Chaigneau, cong than ngu:(n Phép hang dau cua chua
Nguyén Anh di tré thanh vua Gia Long dau triéu Nguyén. Mlchel Duc Chalgneau
con trai trudng cia gia dinh ndy di c6 nhiéu ky niém sau ling vé viung dat Phu Cam
khi viét trong hoi ky ciia minh: “Cha t6i ¢3 mua mot ngdi nha & khu vuc phu can
Hué, cach Kinh Thanh khoang mot cdy sd va cach lang dao Phiit Cam ciing khoang
chirng d6. S¢ dat nay rong chirng ba héc-ta, nim bén bd mét chi luu [song An Cuu]
ctia song Truong Tién [Song Huong] von bat ngudn gan khu ling tim ciia hoang
gia [noi hop luu giira song Ta Trach va song Hitu Trach dé tao thanh Séng Huong,

*

Trwéng Pai hoc Khoa hoc, Pai hoc Hué.
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O vi tri xa Huong Tho, thi xa Huong Tra hién nay]. Tuong tu nhiéu so dat khac
quanh thanh phé, s dit nha cha toi c6 trong cau, cam, x0ai, 6i, v.v... va bao quanh
1a hang rao tre day véi bod muong phia trong. Giita s¢ dit 1a mot cum ba cin nha,
mai lop ngoi ligt; tat ca déu 1a nha trét, 16n bé déu cé, cit trén nén nha cao hon mit
san nira mét, gom nhiing chiéc cot gd két ndi vitng vang véi xa ngang va keéo. Toi
khong thé cudng lai sy cam dd khi mo ta ngdi nha nay, noi toi sinh ra, 16n 1én va
lia xa nd & tudi muoi sau, khi theo cha trong chuyén di dau tién vé Phap vao cudi
nam 1819”.®

Anh 1: Ngdi nha cta gia dinh J. B. Chaigneau bén b& séng An Cwu trong giai doan 1802-1819,
nam & dwong Phan Binh Phung gan cho Bén Ngw hién nay. (Ngudn: Paul Boudet et André
Masson (1931), Iconographie historique de I'lndochine francaise, Les Editions G. Van Oest,
Paris, Planche XVIII).

Ky tc ctia Michel Birc Chaigneau vé Phit Cam khong chi 13 ngdi nha thoi
tho 4u, ma con phan ndo phan anh dic diém ving dat ndy qua viéc tang ma vao
dau thé ky XIX: “O Hué, nguoi ta phai ding thuyén dé di chuyén trong phan 16n
quing dudng dua tang, boi co vo sb dong song & moi hudng tai ving phu cin, ma
cau thi rat it. Loi thé cua viéc dua tang bang thuyén 1a di chuyén nhanh hon so véi
ganh dam bang dudng bo. Nhung doi luc do thiéu phuong tién, mot phan doan dua
tang phai di bo theo trén bo, roi dung do ngang dé qua song ¢ nhitng doan khong
c6 cau. Gifra lang Phu Cam va ngon nui biét 1ap [nGi Ngu Binh] 1a mét thung ling
16n, “thung ling md dia”, noi phan 16n ngudi Hué va ving phu cin mai ting nhiing
ngudi than. Mot chi luu cta song Truong Tién chay ngang mot con dudng soi da
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nam phia hitu ngan [duong 1én dan Nam Giao, nay 1a dudong Phan B6i Chau], cach
ctra song [Ctra Khau, noi giao nhau gitta bd nam Séng Huong va dau séng An
Cuu] khoang mot cay s6: con dudong nay dan dén “thung liing mo dia” khi vuot qua
lang Phu Cam ¢ bén trai”.®

Anh 2: M6t khu lang & cra séng An Cwu ven pha Ha Trung - dam Cau Hai cubi thé ky XIX.
(Nguén: Valérien Groffier (1908), Héros trop oubliés de notre épopée coloniale, Desclée - De
Brouwer, Lille, p. 312).

Dén ntra sau thé ky XIX, si quan hai quan Phap 13 Dutreuil de Rhins trén
duong tir Pa Nang di bo ra Hué® dé nhan nhiém vu 1ai thué chiéc tau hoi nudc
Scorpion cho triéu dinh Hué vao thang 10/1876, di ¢6 nhitng cam nhan dau tién
dué6i goc nhin ctia ngudi chau Au vé dia Iy cta ving dat nay. Trong bai viét ding
trén Tdp san Hoi Pia dw Paris nam 1878 [trude khi Dutreuil de Rhins viét hoi ky
va xuét ban lan dau nam 1879], 6ng nhan xét: “Tur chan ddy nui vong quanh thung
ling Cau Hai, noi c6 mdt s6 con séng d6 nude vao, ching t6i roi khoi con duong
bd ma trude khi dén ving ddng bang Hué van phai di qua mot con déo, dat canh
tac bi cat xé boi cac dong séng va mot canh dong cat ménh mong duge bao phi
v6i nhiéu ngdi mod — nhitng di tich cudi ciing cia mot thanh phd an hién phia xa.
Dé thuén tién, chung to6i di thuyén ban x1r, hodc goi la thuyén tam ban, trong vong
12 gid s& dua chung t6i qua ving dam pha va séng Phu Cam dé dén Hué. Toan
bo dong bang ma chung t6i di qua, gitta ddm pha va nhimg ngon ddi bao quanh
1a mot ving dat do, dat sét pha cat noi nhiéu noi it, bi chia cat bai cac dong subi,
nhiing canh dong lta ving triing, va nhitng rimg cay trong do tre va cau chiém da
s6. Thap thoang dudi tim nhin cta chung t6i 13 nhiéu thon xém duoc bao quanh
bdi nhitng vuon cay 1a, dong rudng va cay n qua. Pén lang An Cyu, chung toi roi
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khoi thuyén va di bo thém hai cay s6 dé dén khu nha danh cho cac phai bd ngoai
giao, bén bo hitu ngan Song Hué [Song Huong], trude toa Kinh Thanh, noi ching
toi chi trong thay duoc nhitng birc twong thanh”.©

Pén niam 1879, dua vao cudn hoi ky ctuia Dutreuil de Rhins vira ra mat, T ap
chi Pia dw cia Phap da cung cap mot cai nhin toan canh hon cho ngudi chau Au
vé dia ly, thuy van cua Song Huong va song An Cyu. To tap chi viét:

“Chuing ta s& theo chan Dutreuil de Rhins trong nhitng chuyén thdm hiém cua
ong ta d6i v4i hai nhanh cua Song Hué [Song Huong], tir cira song dén dau ngudn.
R&i bén Song Hué, noi con tau dang neo dau, Dutreuil de Rhins di nguoc dong
song dén dia diém c6 tén 1 cho Tuan [nguyén vin: Kien-Touane], ngang qua trudc
nhitng khu vuon quanh ling tim hoang gia & Van Nién [nguyén van: Van-Néne]
va ngon nui hinh nén ¢6 t€n 1a Hon Pun [nguyén van: Hon-Dun], cao 440 mét, tir
d6 quang canh trai dai trén mot phan 16n ciia déng bang Hué. Poan song qua khu
vuc Hué, va mot phén & doan trén, di dugc mo ta nhiéu lan, nhung Dutreuil de
Rhins 1a nguoi dau tién [ciia chau Au] thuc hién cudc khao sat nghiém tic dong
song dén tan cung”.

“Cho Tuan 12 mot khu kha rong, nam & noi hop luu cua hai phu luu tao thanh
Séng Huong [nguyén van: Truong-Thién]. Nhanh song phia tdy [Hitu Trach], ngin
hon nhanh séng phia dong [Ta Trach], c6 chiéu dai khoang 32km; tir thanh phd Hué
dén ddu ngudn nhanh nay, c6 27km dudng song co thé ding tau hoi nude. Cac
ghénh d4 phia trén c6 thé udn nan dé dang. Lén dén hém nui Thach Han [nguyén
van: Da-Han, dan gian quen goi P4 Han], chiing ta van con thdy mét s khu trong
trot; nhung 1én nita, cac tup 1éu xung quanh ngay cang it, chi thiy mot sé ray trong
laa. Nhanh song nay bat ngudn tir gitta nhitng hém nti hoang so v6i nhiing suon
nui dep nhu tranh ve&”.

“O nhanh s6ng phia dong, tir chg Tuan, dau tién dong song bang qua céc ling
tam hoang gia [lang Gia Long], sau d6 1a lang Cong gido Budng Tam [nguyén van:
Buong-tam], 13 diém xa nhit ma cac nha truyén gido c6 mit trén nhanh song nay.
Tai diém nay, dong song biang qua hai ghénh thac chay ra tir nhirng ngon nti khong
tén trong khu vuc d6. Nhanh song thir hai ndy nam cach cho Tuan khoang 24km,
tuy vay no trd nén bat kha xam pham ngay ca véi nhimg chiéc xudng doc moc, va
dé dang chan ding hoan toan moi hoat dong cua tau hoi nudc”.

“Tom lai, sau khi khao sat dong song, Dutreuil de Rhins da nghién ctru k¥ dia
hinh cua ving Hué, va v& 1én mot ban dd toan canh, d6 1a mot tai liéu dia Iy quan
trong. Toan bo phan b cta hé thong song Hué bay gid di rd. Ching ta thiy rang,
dong song dugc hinh thanh bai sy hop luu ctia hai con song kha quan trong, rdi nd
ubn cong vé phia tdy ¢ lang Long HO [nguyén vin: Thang-Ho], chay theo hudng
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dong bac. Cubi cung, khi vé dén Hué, mot chi luu quan trong, song Phi Cam [An
Cuyu], tach ra khoi séng chinh chay vé phia dong nam, d6 vao dam pha ving Trudi
[nguyén vin: Troui], theo hudng song song v6i bd bién. Ctra song bi che khuét
nhung ciing c¢6 thé diéu hudng cho tau hoi nude hoat dong”.

“Ttr Hué, Séng Huong duogc chia thanh nhiéu nhanh séng nho, trong d6
nhanh chinh chay vé phia bac, do ra ddm pha theo mot dong chay ngodn ngoco.
Chung t6i gidi han phan trinh bay nay vé mot s6 chi tiét dugc thé hién trong cudn
sach va ban dd cua Dutreuil de Rhins; boi chung toi nghi dy 1a nhiing diéu quan
trong hang dau can cung cap cho doc gia trude khi dé cap nhiing van dé khac (nhu
mo ta nhiing ngon nui, thuong mai, nong nghi¢p, phong tuc, v.v...) co trong sach.
Ban dd cua Dutreuil de Rhins ¢6 vu diém 16n 1a duoc xay dung trén co so dir liéu
ctia ban than tic gia; tit ca cac vi tri va do cao trén ban d6 cho thiy ong ta da ty
kiém tra chiing. Trong nhing chi tiét ma Dutreuil de Rhins v& ra vé dja hinh, ong
ta dd co6 mat tai chd, can than tu minh quan sat, khong dé sai 1éch sy that ma lac
dau chua thé kiém soat”.

“N6i tom lai, chung ta c6 trong tay cudn sach ctia Dutreuil de Rhins, mot tai
liéu méi duoc bd sung vao s6 tai liéu da co rat nhiéu, dén ndi ching ta ng cac si
quan hai quan uyén bac cuia minh; va chiing t6i chi mong mudn rang, mot thi du tbt
nhu vay nén dugc tat ca nhung ngudi Phap tré tudi c6 hoc thirc quan tam, dé luong
trude su kho khin cta cude séng khi 6 mit ¢ nhitng khu vuc it duoc biét dén”.?

Cudc khao sat ctia Dutreuil de Rhins ¢ phan thugng nguon Séng Huong va
tong thé hé théng song & Hué da duoc Tap chi Pia dir cia Phap khai quat lai dé
gidi thiéu; vy tir ctra bién 1én Hué dé vao séng An Cyu nhu thé ndo, chung ta hiy
doc nhitng dong ghi chép cta chinh tac gia trong chuyén dén Hué lan dau bang
duong bién trude d6 mot thang:

“Ngay 10/9/1876 cua toi da kin lich, boi vi bat dau tir Thuan An [nguyén van:
Touane-ane] vao lic 5 gio sang, toi dé xuat trude khi dén yét kién quan thugng
thu, s& di mot vong quanh hon dao 16n [Con Hén trén Song Huong] che chin Kinh
Thanh Hué ¢ phia déng va nhin ngdm non nuéc nay tir dinh nti Ngu Binh [nguyén
van: Dia-bigne]. Vi vay, chiéc thuyén dai da phai cheo cat lyc cho t6i khi chung toi
dén goc phia bic cta thanh phd. O d6, dong séng v& nén mot vong cung 16n giira
cac canh dong lua & phia nam va doi bo song rat thap nhung lai dc, bén bo hiru
ngan dugc bao phi bai nhiéu lum cdy xanh va khu dan cu. Phia trén cta vong cung
nay, sau mot cai con nho xanh ron, nhanh phia déng bac ctia dong song cat mot 16i
chay ngang qua canh dong huéng vé phia Thuan An”.

“Chirng hon sau tram mét nita, ching t6i nhin thiy mét cay bo dé [nguyén
van: bo-d¢] tuyét dep, dep nhat trong nhiing thir t61 tirng trong thay ¢ khu vuc Hué.
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Anh 3: Buong song tir Thuan An bang qua gitra Kinh Thanh Hué va St quan Phap dé vao 16i dau
song Phu Cam cudi thé ky XIX. (Ngudn: Edouard Hocquard (1892), Une campagne au Tonkin,
Hachette et C'¢, Paris).

Nhirng nhénh cdy vuon ra khoi bd va cim nhiéu chum ré xudng song; nhin tir xa,
no trong nhur mot cdy cau bang l4. Than cdy chinh tuyét dep nay co chu vi dé dén
chirng hai muoi mét. Cach d6 mot khoang, c6 mot bén do [bén do Cho Dinh] bang
qua con song phia trude con dudng tir Thuan An dén Hué, va mot hon dao rat hep
[Codn Hén] xuét hién trudc mit chung t6i”.

“Nhanh song phia dong sau hon, boc quanh & ngoai. T61 chon nhanh phia
tay, c6 vé nhu hop y véi to61 hon, bdi nhitng khu dan cu, nhitng x6m lang dong duc
va cdy cdi sum sué & doi bo. Muc nude xudng qua thap dén mic cyc tiéu, khién
chung t6i gip kho khan khi vuot qua chd can; sau d6, thuyén di nhanh hon & phia
truée Kinh Thanh, roi chiing t6i 1& vao con séng ma thuyén beé van tai c6 thé qua
lai, séng Phit Cam [nguyén vian: Fou-cam], chi luu phia nam cua dong bang dugc
hinh thanh béi séng Truong Tién [nguyén van: Truong-thién, tic Song Huong].”

“Su hién dién ctia nhitng con song nay duong nhu tuong ty nhau, nhung canh
quan [song Phu Cam] méi mé hon, tré nén hep hon, quanh co hon, va dugc troi
pht cho mét su quyén ril méi. Toi dumg lai gitta duong dén lang Phu Cam dé tim
kiém déu vét ciia qua khtr ma nude Phap c6 thé tu hao. Noi vat va bién mat! Song
tat ca déu gidng nhau, khong ai ¢ thé hodc s& chi ra cho t6i mot trong s6 nhiing
gian nha xinh xdn nay 12 ngdi nha ma tir 1au gia dinh 6ng Jean Baptiste Chaigneau
d3 sinh sng. Liéu t6i c6 nén ngac nhién khong?”
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“Roi lang Phu Cam ¢ bd hitu ngan va di xudng khiic quanh cudi cing, & d6
chung t6i thay cdy cau gd An Cuu [nguyén vin: pont de bois d’ Ane-keuou]. Chiing
t6i 1én bo ¢ ddy va bang qua mot canh dong phu kin nhitng ngdi mo, di ching hon
15 phut thi dén chan nui Ngy Binh. Ngon nti nay c¢6 hinh thang hodc tam giac, tiy
theo hudng nhin, duoc rimg thong bao phu, va trén suon doc c6 mot con duong
mon nhé dan 1én dén dinh. Dinh ndi hep, nhung tir d6 c6 thé mo rong tim nhin vé
phia nam va thay toan bo day nai”.

“V& phia tay, chiing ta c6 thé nhin thiy nhirmg mai ngéi hoang luu ly trén ling
md hoang gia & Van Nién [nguyén van: Van-nene, tic lang vua Tu DPuc, nhung
thoi diém d6 vua Ty Birc con tai vi]; mot ving niii d6i nhap nho an hién mot dong
song, ma tir 46 chung ta c6 thé xudi dong ra phia bic cho tdi bién”.

“Biic tranh toan canh Hué rat da dang, trang 1¢ vé téng thé: trén kia, 1a mot
vung dat nhip nho, dep nhu tranh v& va hoang dai; & day, mot tham cay xanh ménh
mong va d@)ng bo trai ra dén tan nhirng dun cat nam sat dai duong. Trén kia, sy
tinh ling cua noi yén nghi; & ddy, sy chuyén dong cia cudc séng: trén dai dong
bang nay, khong thiéu vu dai nhung ciing khong tuoi méi, sing siing mot khoi
tuong thanh hinh vuoéng ngan cach bdi nhitng con song va kénh dao. Bén trong
Kinh Thanh Hué duong nhu dugc che phu béi nhitng lum ciy xanh. Theo b tri do,
chung ta hinh dung toa thanh hinh vudng, duong phd xuyén qua nhimg hang cay
va cac cong thanh, nhung thuc sy chiing ta chi nhin thdy mai ctia cac cung dién. Tur
dinh ctia mot ngon nti nim & phia tdy thanh phd [tirc ddi Vong Canh], ngudi ta c¢6
thé nhin thay bén trong Kinh Thanh rd hon, nhung can su gitp sirc cia mét kinh
vién vong manh, vi khoang cach hoi xa”.

“Cu dan ving Hué khong vuot qua ba muoi nghin ngudi, phan bo gén nhu
dong déu ¢ ngoai 6 va cac khu vuc phu cin xung quanh ban kinh khoang bon cay
s6. Pay 1a mot vi tri khong thé t6t hon dé chon lam noi xay dung kinh d6 cho du
cac cong trinh phong tha nhan tao gio day da mat hiéu qua.”

“Khi quay lai chiéc thuyén dai va tré vé trén song Phu Cam, bong hoang hon
huyén 4o budéng xudng doi bo khién t6i khong ngét ngam nhin va chuyén hudng
suy tu. Nhitng [um cay day ddc dén ndi nguoi ta s& nghi chung don doc; trudc canh
tuong mé hodc nay, cudc song sé tréi qua ém dém nhu budi sang cua mot ngay dep
tri, moi ngudi séng hanh phuc bang tinh thin ma thién nhién vén di nén tho da
ban ting. Téi quén ludn chuyén nhan loai cr quan quanh véi nhirng tham vong va
su kho dau, va khi con séng 16n [Song Huong] tran ngap anh sang xuét hién trudc
mit, t6i cam thay 16i di thi vi ndy qué ngan”.®

Trong thoi gian 1am viéc & Hué, Dutreuil de Rhins nhiéu lan ghé tham ving
Phu Cam, xem d6 nhu mét cudc giai khuay, va ong co6 dip ghi lai mét vai sinh hoat



Tap chi Nghién ctru va Phat trién, s6 6 (149) . 2018 139

xd hoi & khu vyuc nay: “Ngay 20/12/1876, tir khi ¢én Hué dé dam nhén cong viéc
cua minh, quan thuong thu cir mot vién tham bi¢n [nguyén van: tam-bien] dudi
quyén di theo t6i, mot ngudi dan 6ng nho bé dé mén, trong ¢ vé khon lanh hon 1a
thong minh, mic du khong phai 1ac nio anh ta ciing thanh cong trong viéc che gidu
suy nghi cia minh. Mot budi no, sau phién hop cua hoi déng, theo nhu 101 cua cac
thong dich vién truyén dat, to1 cam théy ban khoan va bi phan tam, nén di thuyén vé
phia séng Phit Cam va dén bo séng canh lang. Chiang may chdc t6i di biang qua ngdi
cho [cho Bén Ngu, nguoi Phap goi 1a cho Phu Cam] va gap mdt dam rude dai, su
vui vé 6n o giam dan khi t6i dén gan. C6 mot con heo to nam trong ciii, hoa cling
vé6i tiéng cudi giong néi han hoan cia dam rude bang nhimg tiéng kéu la eng éc”.

“Cé phai nha vua ban tang pham cho mdt trong nhitng vi quan 16n cia ngai
khong? T61 néi voi Mai, chu thuyén cuia to1, nguodi theo t61 khap moi noi & Hué”.

- “Cudi! [nguyén van: Keuoi] D6 1a mot ddm cudi, anh ta trd 161”.

“Nguoi dan ong duge che chiée long 16n ¢ hang dau 1a chu hén cia gia dinh
chu ré twong lai (Trong truong hop nay ngudi cha hoén duge che long). Ong ta
bung mot chiéc hop chira td hon thi; theo sau 1a nhitng ngudi phu viée mang lang,
binh hoa va mam dung gao, cau trau; tiép dén 1a cc bac sinh thanh va ba con,
khach khira cia vi hon phu dang nguong ngung hoa 1an trong dam rudc. Ho mang
18 cudi dén nha thong gia tuong lai”.

“Chiing ta tam gac chuyén dam rudc trén dudng dé noéi mot vai 10i vé cudce
hén nhan hop phap (Khi nguoi An Nam 14y vo chinh hay vo hau, moi tht dién
ra kha giéng v6i bat ky viéc mua ban nao). Ngoai nhitng nghi thtic ton gido hoan
toan thiéu dong bo voi nhitng rang budc phép 1y, ho tién hanh moi viéc kém theo
cac nghi 18 gan gidng véi chiing ta; nhung céc thi tuc 6 tinh cach than mat hon.
Moi viéc xay ra nhu trong mot gia dinh, nhung dai dién cta co quan cong quyén
chi ghi nhian mét trudng hop do cha me ky. Khi ho da dong ¥ cho con cai két hon,
va cac diéu kién di duoc thao luan va cam két, 1y truong dia phuong sé 1a ngudi
cong nhan cudc hon nhan. Ngudi dan 6ng mang 1€ cudi ting ngudi vo tuong lai,
va hai gia dinh mdi bén ctr mot ngudi dugc trong vong nhat trong than tdc lam dai
dién dé viét to hon thu, dem dit trude ban thd gia tién, roi mot bita tiée huyén ndo
dugc bay ra”.

“Mot thoi gian sau, vao ngay da giao udce tai cudc gap mat trude do, gia dinh
ctia chi ré va nhitng ngudi than nhém hop dé di, nhu chung ta vira thay, dén nha
ctia c¢6 dau tuong lai, noi 18 cudi dang doi ho, lic d6 to hon tha dugc tuyén bd va
thuc hién”.

“Gi061 tré hién tai gan bo véi nhau trong cudc song hon nhan, trur khi ly hon va
sau do6 yéu cau huy bo hon tha, do ngoai tinh hodc vo6 sinh. Truong hop cudi cung
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nay hiém khi xdy ra, néu can clr vao so lugng tré con nhicu dang ké ma ching ta
gap ¢ khap noi”...»

T cudi thé ky XIX, sau ngay kinh do Hué that thu, nén doc 1ap khong con,
ngudi chau Au dén Hué véi tu cach hoan toan khéc trude, cam nhan cia ho va nhitng
hanh xur lién quan dén dong séng An Cuu ciing di thay doi. Ngay 1/5/1899, Kham
st Trung Ky ra quyét dinh tién hanh “nao vét song Phit Cam [An Cyu] va cac ngoi
lach ctia dong song nay cung cac kénh muong & Thira Thién véi kinh phi 4.000,00
d6ng Pong Duong, trich tir ngan sach lao dong coéng chinh cua Trung Ky”.(0

Vén dé thuy loi ¢ tinh Thira Thién ciing dugc chinh quyén Phap tiép tuc xur
1y. “Céac nghién ctiu da dugc thuc hién tir nam 1895 tai tinh Thira Thién dé ngan
chan sy xam nhap cua nudc lg, hoac dé tudi cho cac canh déng lua o phén d@)ng
bé'mg cta tinh nam gifra bién va vung ddi nui. Yéu cau duoc dua ra 1a thuc hién du
an xdy dung nhitng dap tran trén cac kénh muong thong voi Séng Huong dé ngin
nudc man tham nhap, nhung khong lam thay d6i ché do nuéc 1ii, va dap nhiing con
dé ngin min doc theo bd dAm phé gidp véi nhirg dong rudng ving ven bién. Bén
canh d6, du dinh dao kénh dan nuéc ngot tor Song Huong vao song Phu Cam s€
khong duorc trién khai, boi viée cung cap nudc dé tudi cho cac dong ruong 1a khong
can thiét khi song Phi Cam chtra mot luong nude dy triv vira da.Tong chi phi lién
quan dén cac cong trinh theo ké hoach s& khong vuot qua 100.000 francs”.("

Tir dau thé ky XX, cong cudc kién thiét va chinh trang d6 thi c6 nhiéu tién
b, dién mao d6 thi Hué bat dau thay doi. Vi vay, khi dén Hué vao nim 1910, Paul
Trouillet c6 mot cam xtc vé khu vuc song An Cyu khac véi nhiing gi Dutreuil
de Rhins thé hién cudi thé ky XIX. Ong viét: “Chung t6i thuc hién mot vong du
lich tai khu phd Tay, chil yéu dugc xay dung bén bd hitu ngan cia Song Huong
c6 tryc chinh 1a mot dai 16 [duong LE Loi hién nay] dai hon hai cay s6 ké tir Toa
Kham st dén ga xe lira. Hai bén dudng, nhitng biét thy xinh xan tiép ndi nhau duoc
bao quanh boi nhitng tan cdy xanh da dang. Pén nha ga, thay vi trd lai, chung toi
men theo bo ta ngan song Phu Cam, noi ca d6i bd ciing ¢ dan cu va & do that 4n
tuong véi sy hip dan cua con song c6 dong nude udn lwon hai hoa, rop bong boi
mot tham thuc vat day dac va nhiing chiéc thuyén dang ludt nhanh. Duong nhu
su quyén rii cta con song duoc gia ting vao budi chiéu ta, dudi bong hoang hon
va anh tring huyén 40, voi giai diéu nhe nhang va trAm bong cta nhitng cau ho tir
nhiing cu dan van do”.(?

Pén Hué vao nam 1914 dé thuc hién mot chuong trinh gidi thiéu du lich,
Ph. Eberhardt dua ra nhan xét vé khu vuc song An Cyu - Phu Cam nhu sau: “bi
dao ¢ do61 bo song Phu Cam that kho khan [luc d6 dudng ven hai bo song chua
mé]. Sinh hoat ctia nhitng nguoi dan van do dién ra dudi mat du khach tir nhitng
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Anh 4: Au thuyén treoc khu St quan - Toa Kham s & b nam Séng Hwong dau thé ky XX.
(Nguon: skyscrapercity.com).

khia canh da dang nhét cta cudc song 1a diéu bat ngd nhat. Hiém khi di dao bén
bo song nay ma khong bat gip nhitng canh thi vi ctia chii nghia tu nhién, khién
ngudi ta d& lién tuong can c6 cach tng xtr rdt méi cho do thi. Vao budi binh minh
hodc trong anh sang vang nhat lac chiéu ta, ngudi ta dé thich thi voi quang canh
dep nhu tranh v€ nay”.!®)

Trong khi d6, Jeanne Leuba dén Hué ndm1916 lai 4m tham di tim va viét nén
nhitng cam nhan vé dém khuya & khu vuc nay: “Man dém tinh lang vao hai gio
sang khi thanh phd dang ngt. Nhitng ngdi nha nam rai rac dudi nhitng tan 14 khong
chut anh dén. TAt ca d3 ngu, ctra dong then cai. Tir bude chay ling ém cua chiée xe
kéo, chi c6 mdt nhip di€u bi nén lai duogc phat ra: flop, flop, flop... tiéng do1 chan
tran bam xubng mit dat”.

“Nhung sau khi vira bang qua con song Phu Cam, mdt khung canh ky la sé
khién chiing ta roi xa thé giéi thuc! O trung tAm ctia mot canh déng mo dia, ndi 1én
giita viing cét trang u budn dudi anh tring moét hang cdy Giang sinh [cay thong] mé
hodc. Chiing khong 1ap lanh nhu nhiing cay Noél trong ngay 1&. Chiing ciing khong
16 ra nhimg canh nhanh manh mé dé ganh cai ning cua tuyét phuong Tay: ching
toa ra thir 4nh sdng md 4o va huyén bi giita tan 14 xanh den mém mai. Con duong
duy nhét cho nhitng ngudi chét! N6 goi 1én cau chuyén tuyét voi vé su phuc sinh,
mot cude didu hanh cua bong t6i dén vuong qudc cua bong dém. Mot cai mui nhe
nhe thoang qua, khong hoan toan 1a huong hoic hoa, téa ra tir nhitng ngdi miéu
dung lén trong bo rao hai 16p”.
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“Trén cac nhanh phi lao 13 nhitng chiéc dén 16ng v6i nhitng ngdi sao ky la,
hién 1én nhitng con tha phat sang - nhitng tudng tuong cia su hinh dung thé tuc,
nhitng dau tha ky di, nhitng con phuong hoang khoe sic, nhitng con c4 huynh
quang. Khong gi dep hon nhitng chiéc dén 10ng cb dién, tinh khiét trong hinh dang,
nghlem trang trong sy toa sang cua chung Ngon dén bén trong chiéu sang mot con
rong véi tong mau trén nén vai c6”

“Nguoi dan di ngang qua day thuong khong 6n ao hay nao nhiét. Ho tu ching
xubng, nhu thé c6 mot vai quan ngai nao d6. Khong mot ngudi phu kéo xe nao
khong cét tiéng bdn cot “con gai”, va khong tiu tit khi lai gan nhiing gian hang hoa
qua va cau trau. Khong c6 mot bong dang phu nir nao, ngoai trir nhitng ngudi budn
ban nay dang ngdi “cho ho” trong canh tranh t6i tranh sang”...(9

Anh 5: Poan sdng An Cuu canh cau Ga Hué dau thé ky XX.
(Nguédn: Le Monde colonial illustré, Paris, N°10, 7/1924, p. 228).

Trén dong séng An Cyu, mic du dang sa 13y trong cudc Chién tranh Thé gioi
1914-1918, ngudi Phap ciing bit dau ¢6 su diéu chinh, véi viée xdy cong ngin man
& ctra song giap pha Ha Trung - ddm Cau Hai. Nam 1916, cin ct du an ctia Toan
quyén Pong Duong vé viéc thuc hién cic cong trinh thuy loi & tinh Thira Thién
va to trinh cta BO truong B Thudc dia Phéap, ngay 19/12/1916, Tong thong Cong
hoa Phap!' ky sic 1énh cho phép trién khai xay dung cac dap Phit Cam [dap Cong
Quan] va Cau Hai voi khoan kinh phi 200.000 francs (Piéu 1).09

Con dap chin c6 cong thdo nude 1am xong, sinh hoat cta cu dan trén song
An Cyu ciing phai thay doi phuong cach khi di tir song ra pha hay nguoc dong tir
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pha vao séng. Dufresne d cho chiing ta thiy lai canh nay mot cach thi vi qua su
mo ta day chat van chuong:

“Ttr khi séng Phu Cam tai Hué bi cach ly v6i dam phéd boi mot con dap dé
ngin nudc min xam nhap vao nhitng canh dong lua, va diéu d6 1a can thiét, dé
vuot qua dap chin, ngudi ta ho va nghiéng cac thuyén tam ban dé ganh qua véi
mot diéu ho dai, ma cudi mdi cau duge xudng 1én boi mot ngudi rau toc bac trang
thi c4 nhom cung ho theo ¢ nhiing diép khiic. Nhitng ngudi khiéng thuyén tham
chi khong thé ganh ndi néu khong c6 nhip diéu cua hai tiéng “ho khoan” vang 1én
theo ting dong tac cua ho”.

“Co 18 trong giao thong dudng thuy, hiéu tmg nghé thuat dugc tao ra bang
cach hoa cing mot nhip ho mang dén su hoan hao ti da. O 6, tat ca moi thir gop
phan vao két qua cua cai dep: su tinh ling sdu ling cua ving nong thon, vé duyén
dang cua nhitng hang tre, mit nudc ém dém phan chiéu anh tring yén binh trén
mot thily vuce rong. Nhiing chiée thuyén luét nhe ma khong ¢ bat ky 4m thanh nao
khac ngoai tiéng mai chéo co x4t quai chéo va coc chéo. Va ngudi ta c6 thé doan
duogc khoang cach mét doan diép khtic ho theo nhip diéu cham rai”."”

Ké tir cudi ndm 1924, khi trén dong séng An Cyu & khu vuc Hué di c6 du
6 cay cau ndi doi bo [cac cau: Ga, Nam Giao, Bén Ngu, Phu Cam, Kho Rén, An
Cuyu], canh quan ¢ ving song nay lai tiép tuc c6 thém nhiéu thay doi theo nhip
budc clia qua trinh d6 thi hoa, nhu nhitng dong mé ta day cam xac hoai cd dudi
day cua Léopold Cadiere:

“Con sbng, rong 300 mét, Song Huong, chay xudng tir nhitng ngon nui gan
d6, noi 1én tr mom ddi do va udn cong hai lan, tao thanh mot chix Z 16m. Duong
trung tuyén kéo tir phia mit trdi lan sang huéng dong, chia thanh phd lam hai: khu
phd Tay & b hitu ngan, thanh c¢6 va khu dan cu ban dia ¢ bo ta ngan. Hai cay cau
sat, cau Clémenceau, tirc cﬁu Thanh Thai cti [céu Tru(‘mg Tién] phia ha luu; cau
duorng st phia thuong nguon [cau DA Vién], ket nbi hai phan cua kinh d6. Cac dy
an vé my quan cua thanh phd dua ra mot cay cau thir ba, hoanh trang, nam giira
hai cai hién dang ton tai. Toi bat gap nhiéu ngudi khong biét nham chéan trudc vé
dep ctia thién nhién, khong hé mét moi khi dung hang gio bén lan can cia cdy cu
Clémenceau. Dong nude litng 10 troi giita hang ngan cu dan van do sinh séng trén
thuyén, vo1 mot bo ¢6 mau ngoc luc bao dugc nhan manh béi cac burc tuong mau
th6 hoang cua toa thanh cd, con mot bén 1 nhitng dém trang ciia cac toa nha kiéu
chau Au. Pang xa, nhitng ngon d6i ndi tiép nhau nhu nhimg con ctru bj xén 16ng,
16 ra mot mang suon thadm nudc trong nhu nhiing vét mau dudi mot tham thyc vat
mong mau xam. Phia xa xa, nhitng ngon nti moc 1én, suong md che khuat rdi lai
lu6t qua, chung 6 mau xanh den va dudng nét sic nhon”.
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“Ba muo1 ndm trude, bo hitu ngan c6 mot bd mat khac xa ngay hom nay. Khu
phé Tay hau nhu khong ton tai. Rat khé dé nhan dang né khi nhin tir phia ha luu.
Str quan Phap bi che phu boi lum cay, dugc bao vé béng mot doanh trai va lién lac
v6i phan con lai cta thé gidi bang mot gian nha c6 méi che. Toan bo bo sdng bi 1ap
kin boi mot day cac can nha thap va mai rong, trai theo chiéu dai con song: ching
1a doanh trai ciia doanh Thiy su An Nam. Toa nha cudi cing trong sé d6 di bién
mat do qua trinh x4y dung Truong Qudc Hoc. Nha khao cb luyén tiéc vé sy bién
mat hoan toan ctia chung; nhung ngudi nghé si thi khéng nhu vay. Pang trudc cac
doanh trai, nhitg 4u thuyén phu day nhiing tap 1éu tranh nhe, chtra nhirng chiéc
thuyén hoang gia khi thoi tiét x4u. Tai day, nha khao cb hoc va nghé thuét cing
chung ndi luyén tiéc, khong phai vé nhing tup 1éu, ma vé nhiing chiéc thuyén. Mot
s6 thuyén xua 1a ky quan vé nghé thuét diéu khic, son mai, thép vang. Khong con
gi, hoic qué it dén murc gan nhu khéng co gi...”

“Nhu cau cta thoi dai dd cudn tréi moi thir. Trén vi tri cia mot phan nhitng
chudng voi ctia hoang gia moc 1én nha ga xe Itra va mot khach san, mot XIIO‘Ilg
cura, mot nha may nuéce d4, khu dan cu. O phia bén kia song Phit Cam, mot cay cau
dep bic qua, Trudng Pellerin [nay 1 khu Hoc vién Am nhac Hué] thay thé cac khu
vuon rop bong va nha ctra”.

“Tiép dén, tir ddy doanh trai cii cua thuy quan, da chia thanh Dinh Céng s&r
Thtra Thién, cac van phong va doanh trai bdo an binh, Truong Quéc Hoc, Truong
nir trung hoc Déng Khanh, try s¢& Phu Thira cta tinh va nha lao, bénh vién trung
uvong rong 16n ciia Trung Ky, buu dién, cac cong trinh cong cdng, cau lac bg, khach
san 16n cta Hué, Toa Kham st Trung Ky, St quén cii, nhac vién, s& thué... To6i
chi dé cap dén cac toa nha chinh va chi néi vé nhimng gi chung ta thay khi di theo
duong Jules Ferry [nay 1a Lé Loi], truc chinh cua Hué, ma khong noi dén tat ca
cac cong trinh x4y dung, cac co s& theo ké hoach chinh trang cta d6 thi Hué dang
duoc tién hanh”.

“Tét ca cac cong trinh ndy dugc phii bong cdy xanh, phit hop v6i mot thanh
phé thudc dia. Mot sb cong trinh 1a cac di tich, v&i1 duong nét gian di va thuan khiét
theo sé thich ctia ngudi Phép, lai pht hop vé6i yéu cau cua ban xtr. Mot sd cong
trinh khac d3 bi chi trich manh mé, tré thanh bat cap va phai dé cho cdy cdi che
phu dan”.0®

Cung mang tim trang hoai cd, nam 1925, Madrolle viét: “O bd hitu ngan
S6ng Huong 1a khu phd Tay. Toa Kham st van con duge goi 1a Str quan, vi ban dau
vao ndm 1878 noi day dugc dung lam tri s& cua st bd ngoai giao Phap mot thoi
gian, true khi thiét 1ap chinh quyén Bao ho. Bang qua séng Phu Cam 1a nha ga
xe Itra, dai 10 Nam Giao, chua Quéc An, thanh ¢6 & Nguyét Biéu [Thanh Léi], dan
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CUAFFA

5

et
NJOn

Anh 6: Tru s& tap g‘]‘oén coéng nghé phadm Chaffanjon géc duwéng Cha[gneau - Henri Riviére gilra
thé ky XX, nay la goc Ly Thuong Kiét - Ha Noi. (Nguén: AAVH).
Nam Giao, nui Ngu Binh, dudng 1én ling tam hoang gia. Trén ngon ddi phia sau
nha ga, c6 chia Bao Qudc duge xay dung vao cudi thé ky XVIL Cong tam quan
cua chua xay dung vao nam 1808, duoc khéc trang tri béng chir Phan va cac Han tu.
Trong khudn vién c6 nhiing bao thap cta cac su tra tri. Thap cd nhit nim sau hang
dau tién dugc dung 1én (ndm 1714) boi cac dé tir dang kinh cua su Gidc Phong dé
tuéng niém vi to sang lap chiia. Trong chinh dién c6 mot s6 mang cham khac dep,
mot cai chuong duc nam 1808. Trén ban tho 16n dugce xép theo thir bac 1a tugng cua
cac vi Phat trong Phat gido Dai thira, xen vao d6 la vai birc tugng cua Lao gido..."”

Viéc chinh trang séng An Cuu con dugce tiép ndi nhitng nim sau d6, nhu vao
nam 1929, tinh Thira Thién trich ngan sach dé gia c6 do bén ctia ké chéng x6i mon
& bo song doan Phii Cam;® nam 1932 trich 745,00 dong Pong Duong xdy cong
trinh bao vé ¢ hai bd song chdng x6i 16 phia dudi cau An Cyu,@V trich 500,00 dong
Poéng Duong tu bo 1an thir nhat céng trinh bao vé trén bd song Phu Cam chéng i
lut hang ndm gay x6i mon theo yéu cau cua Hoi dong tinh;? nam 1938 trich trudc
425,00 ddng Dong Duong cho viée cung ¢b va thay thé mit dudng bo ké cua cau
duong Jules Ferry gan ga [cau Ga] bang mit dudng bé tong cdt thép...®

Hoéa ra, nhiing hoat dong chinh trang, tu bo dé cho dong song An Cyu van hanh
t6t hon, d6 thi phat trién manh hon duéi thoi Phap thudce khong hé qué it; con nhitng
cam nhan cta nguoi chau Au vé viing déat bén song An Cyu & khu vic Hué thi khong
chi ¢6 sy vui ming vé nhitng doi thay, ma con xen 1an vao d6 ca nhiing tim trang
hoai co, luyén tiéc nhiing gia tri quy bau ctia mot thoi dang dan dan mat bong...

NQTT
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TOM TAT
Séng An Cuu va vung dat ven con séng nay & Hué da dwoc nguwdi chau Au biét dén ti thé

ky XVII qua tén goi séng Phi Cam va lang Phi Cam. Bai viét nay téng thuat nhirng diéu ghi chép,

khao ta vé& séng An Cuu clia mot sé tac gia nguoi Au tivng dén Hué xwa, qua dé gitip nguoi doc

hém nay hinh dung dwoc cadnh quan va nhirng thay dbi ctia dong séng “nang duc mua trong”

trong qua trinh dd thi héa vang Hué.

ABSTRACT

TALKING ABOUT AN CUU RIVER THROUGH THE VIEW
OF SOME EUROPEAN PEOPLE BEFORE 1945

An Cyu River and the area along this river in Hué have been known to Europeans since the
17" century through the name of Phi Cam River and Phi Cam village. This article summarizes
the notes and descriptions of An Cuu River of some European authors who used to visit Hué in
the past, and thereby helping readers visualize the landscape and changes of the river which is
“muddy in sunny season and clear in rainy season” during the process of urbanization of Hué.



