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CAC THE DANG, THE THO CUA CAUDO NGUOI VIET
Triéu Nguyén®

1. Cau d6 gém hai bo phan: 16i d6 va 1oi gidi (vat d6). Tim hiéu 1oi d6,
vé mit cdc thé dang, thé tho, c6 thé cho thady mot sy phong phi vugt hin
cac thé loai van van cda vin hoc dan gian, nhu ca dao, dong dao, ve...

Loi d6 c6 thé gom nhiing 10i tir 4 dén 7 tiéng, dén nhiing 16i duge hinh
thanh theo c4c thé tho thuong gip trong sinh hoat van hoc, véin hoa dan
gian hién nay, va ciing bit gip mot s6 thé dang c6 hon. Tai liéu ma bai viét
dung dé xem xét 1a Cdu dé nguoi Viet.V

2. Nhitng miéu ta dudi day, chia 1am hai phan: phan céc 16i do tir 4 dén
7 tiéng, va phan céc 16i d6 theo cac thé tho.

2.1. Cau d6 c6 1oi do tir 4 dén 7 tiéng c6 kha nhiéu. Néu § cung s6 tiéng
tuong tu, tuc ngir st dung nhiéu kiéu cau suy luan kha chat ché thi cau d6 lai
thich hgp véi céc kiéu cau miéu ta (viét tit: X, Y, X’, Y’: vi tir; A, B: danh tu).

a. Loi do gém 4 tiéng

Thuong gip thuoc hai kiéu cau Khong X ma Y; va AX, BY. Thi du (mbi
kiéu cau gom ba 15i d6):

- “Khéng uén ma thang” (cay cau)

- “Khong va ma sung” (cai nhot)

- “Khong v6t ma nhon” (cai gai)

- “Long d06, v6 xanh” (qua dua hau)

- “Pau triing, dudi hui” (chiéc diia bép)

- “Ngay bap, dém nd” (ngon den)...

b. Loi dé gom 5 tiéng

Thuong giap mot s6 kiéu cau ngit nhip 2 - 3; thi du:

- “Hai s6, vo s6 ngang” (dudng xe liia)

- “Cho dong, khong ai ban” (truong hoc)

- “Giita cau, hai dau giéng” (ganh nudc)

- “Tai dé dung bac tién” (qua 6t chin)...

c. Loi dé gom 6 tiéng

Thuong gip 1a cac kiéu cau ngit nhip 3-3, nhu A (¢hi) X, B (thi) Y; X
(thi) Y, X’ (thi) Y’; XA, YB. Thi du (kiéu cau dau 3 16i d6, kiéu cau thi hai 2
16i d6, kiéu cau thd ba 2 15i do):

* HOi Van nghé dan gian Thiia Thién Hué.
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- “Me gai gébc, con troc dau” (cay va qua chanh)

- “Me troc dau, con gai géc” (cay va qua mit)

- “Bung 6c néc, 6c dé 16i” (cai den diu)

- “Piing thi thap, ngdi thi cao” (con ché)

- “Di nhe rang, vé nhe rang” (ci bua)

- “Di mot bué6e, cin mot miéng” (cai kéo)

- “Mac 4o so6i, ngdi trong bui” (méng tre)...

d. Loi d6 gom 7 tiéng

Thuong gép 12 kiéu cau nhip 3 -4 Bdng A, XB; thi du (bon 16i dau 1a
kiéu cau viua néu, ba 15i sau 1a cdc kiéu cau khéc):

- “Bing cb tay, nim ngay dinh nai” (siing trau)

- “Bing mé sanh, chay quanh hon nai” (cai lugc)

- “Bang trai cau, lau chau di truéc” (ngén chan cai)

- “Béng ddéng tién, ndm nghiéng trong bui” (rau ma)

- “Duéi am ti, vira di vira khéc” (con dé)

- “Nhé khong nam nbi, 16n ndm noéi” (qua bi)

- “Duéi nuéc, trén lda, gitta soi day” (cai den dAu)...

2.2. Loi d6 st dung nhiéu thé dang tho: thé hai tiéng, thé ba tiéng, thé
bon tiéng, thé ngii ngdn, thé luc ngdn, thé that ngon, thé luc bat, thé song
that luc bat, cac thé dang tho hon hop... Pong thoi, cling c6 mot s6 101 do s
dung thé doi, dang cau d6i ngén. So véi ca dao, viéc van dung céc thé tho &
161 d6 cia cau d6 da dang hon.®

Nhing trinh bay dudi day chia lam bon nhém: 1) nhém cdc thé tho tur
2 dén 7 tiéng; 2) nhém cac thé tho luc bat, song that luc bat (cung cac bién
thé cta ching); 3) nhém st dung thé d6i, dang cau doi ngén; va 4) nhém cac
thé dang tho hdn hop.

a. Nhém cdc thé tho tu 2 dén 7 tiéng

+ Thé hai tiéng:

“Tay chan,
Chan de,
Khu nic,
M3t ngé !” (xat thudc 14 bing cai ban xit)
“Tong phong,
Téng phong;
Trong long,
Ngoai thit!” (16 mui)...
+ Thé ba tiéng:
“Chat khong dut,
Buat khong roi,



28 Tap chi Nghién ctru va Phat trién, s6 4 (69). 2008

Phai khong kho,
Chum khong d6!” (nuéc)
. “Mubi chi lin,
Leo 1én nui,
Bét chua 1i,
Bé vo hang,
Po6ng hai hang,
Kéu chit chit!” (b4t chady bd miéng cén)...
+ Thé bon tiéng:
“PDap dap troi troi,
Bé déi sudt ngay;
Mai t6i di day,
bat cho tén khac!” (ma khi nhé dem cay)
“Cai bang ndi ba,
Ong ba ciing hai,
Ong véi ciing kinh;
Ké trom ngoi rinh,
Ma rinh khong dugc!” (t6 ong vo vé)...
+ Thé nam tiéng (ngi ngodn):
- “Da day mun, day rom,
Rudt day tom day tép.
Dang khi tron khi dep,
An khi ngot khi chua ?” (qué budi)
“Sinh ra tur dudi bién,
Lé6n 1én & trén nguodn;
C6 dua 16n dua nho,
Cé dda gin dda xa;
Gap khi troi tré lanh,
Thut thit 1é chan hoa!” (may va mua)...
+ Thé s4u tiéng (luc ngon):
“Da c6c ma boc bot loc,
Bo6t loc ma boc hon than” (qua nhan)
“Tam thing dan khiéng cai qua,
Hai 6ng huong ca di khéng” (con cua, ghe)
-  “Ban ngay dao choi vuon hanh,
T6i lai quanh quan ma dao;
Gheo nang tién lic chiém bao,
Khi nang say trong gidc ng” (con mudi)...
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+ Thé bdy tiéng (that ngon):

“Than em lo ling gita lung troi,
Gi6 mat trang thanh dang dinh choi;
Than nay ladm lic dau vi nuéc,
X4c no con mong giap viée doi” (qua dira)
“Nguoi bé nhung ma c¢6 tinh khon,
Ctia dén, ctia phu, clia cong mon,
Ca ngon, com trang thudng ké miéng,
M4 phan moéi son ciing duge hon” (con rudi)

- “Puong thudé thanh binh thi 4n mit,
Gap con phong vii méi ra doi.
Tiéng vang ring ram oai kinh cop,
Minh nép ao sau méit nhé troi.
An tuyét ndm suong, cong ching quan,
Béi long vi nuéc méi ra choi” (con &ch)...

S6 161 d6 theo thé 2 tiéng c6 rat it (khodng 0,4%), trong lic s6 theo
cac thé sau thi kh4 nhiéu. Thé tho 2 tiéng, 3 tiéng khién ching ta khong
khéi nghi dén déng dao. Piéu khéc biét 1a, ¢ 1oi d6, tuy 2 hay 3, 4 tiéng
nhung thuong 14 mot kiéu cAu miéu ta t6i gidn (“Tay chan”, “M&it nhin”,
“La (thi) chia ba”, “Bong (nhu) hoa ca”, “Chat (thi) khong dut”, “Cai bang
noi ba, Ong ba ciing hai”...) trong mét két hgp mang tinh xdc thuc, chit
ché; trong lic ¢ dong dao khong doi héi mot kiéu cadu nhu vay, va su két
hop ctia mot don vi vin ban (vé ngit phdp, ngit nghia) ciing rdt mo ho, 16ng
180 (thi du: “C4i mot, C4i mai, Con trai, Cai hén, Con nhén, Vuong to, Qua
md, Quéd mit...”; “Trong cay dira, Chita cAy man, T4n cay dao, CAy nao cao,
Cay nao thdp, CAy nao ram, Chit bét di!”; “Troi mua 1am ram, Cay tram
c6 trai, Con gai c6 duyén, Pong tién c6 16, Banh 6 thi ngon, Tém cang thi
béo, Cai kéo cit may”...®

S6 101 d6 theo thé 7 tiéng c6 tinh chat vinh, thudng gip dang td tuyét,
dang bat ci khong tim thdy. Loi d6 vé “con éch” (gom 6 dong tho 7 tiéng)
14 161 d6 c6 dung lugng 16n nhat thudc thé 7 tiéng nay.

b. Nhém cdc thé tho luc bdt, song thdt luc bdt

+ Thé tho luc bat

Thé tho luc bat dugc st dung nhiéu trong cau d6 (chiém khoang 65%).
Ching thuong chi gom hai hay bon dong tho.¥ Bén canh dang luc bat co
ban, phé bién (tiéng thi 2 theo thanh bang, tiéng thi 4 theo thanh tric, van
bang gieo vao tiéng cudi dong luc, tiéng thid 6 va tiéng thi 8 dong bat), c6
dang luc bat it gap (vi tri vAn & dong bat tir tiéng thd 6 chuyén sang tiéng
thi 4, thay vao do, tiéng thi 6 ddi ra thanh tric), va cac dang bién thé theo
cach thu b6t hay néi thém sé tiéng ¢ ca hai dong tho.
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Duéi day 1a 5 16i d6 minh hoa theo thit tu cho ba dang, dang cudi gom
ba loi:
- “Qué em & chon thanh lam,
Sinh ra em von héng tam hic bi;
Em di dao khép kinh ky,
Tim noi bach b6 em thi két duyén” (ct nau) ®
“Cé chan ma chéng biét di,
C6 mit phing Iy cho ké ngdi trén” (cai ghé)
“Hat quyt biét bay,
Di dém mang dudc, ban ngay thi khong” (con dom dém)
(Vi tri dong luc bi thu bét con 4 tiéng)
-  “Con chi khong an, khong néi, khong cuoi,
Nghiéng lung ma chiu véi nguoi hom mai”
(con da l6t van, sap ngua)
(Vi tri dong luc dugc néi thanh 8 tiéng)
- “Cé c6 ma khong c6 dau,
Hai chan trudc thi ngén, hai chan sau thi dai” (cai yém)
(Vi tri dong bat dugc néi thanh 10 tiéng)...
+ Thé tho song that luc bat
Thé tho song that luc bat khong nhiéu, gom dang co ban (& dong that
trén, tiéng thi 5 theo thanh bing; § dong that duéi, tiéng thi 5 theo thanh
trac va van véi tiéng thit 7 ctia dong that trén, tiéng thi 7 theo thanh bang
va van v6i tiéng thi 6 cia dong luc duéi; tiép d6, cdch cau tao thanh va van
theo thé luc bat da néi; néu c6 khd song that luc bat tiép theo, thi tiéng thi
5 ctia dong that dau khé nay sé bat van (van bang) véi tiéng thd 8 cla dong
bat lién truéc ctia né), va cac dang bién thé theo cdch chuyén dich van hoic
thu b6t hay néi thém so6 tiéng ¢ cdc dong tho.
Du6i day 1a 3 16i d6 minh hoa, 16i dau cho dang song that luc bat co
ban, hai 16i sau cho dang song that luc bat bién thé.
“Ké trong budong nidng mua dau dai,
Nguoi ngoai budng khic khodi thom lom
Sang chiéu qua lai ding dom,
Ban lui tinh t6i, ché non ché gia” (buéng chudi)
- “Vai mang bau chi chit,
Day to hong van vit canh vai.
Ngay thoi dao chén non doai,
Mong cho gap ban, kéo mai hoai nhé thuong” (di nom) ©®
(Dong that dau bi thu bét chi con 5 tiéng, dong bat dugc néi ra thanh 9 tiéng);
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- “Tam thang dan khiéng cai qua,
Hai 6ng xa xach hai cdi kém;
Mot long vi nudc ngay dém,
Xay nha duéi ho, bén trén gidu rao” (con cua, ghe)
(Dong that dau bi thu bét con 6 tiéng, van & dong that sau ti vi tri tha
5 chuyén sang vi tri thi 3).
c. Nhém st dung thé doi, dang cdu déi ngdn
Cé6 khodng 0,7% s6 15i d6 st dung thé d6i, dang cau ddi ngén, mdi vé
tit 6 dén 7 tiéng. Thi du:
“Trén troi mang toi ma xuéng,
Am pht d6i ma ma 1én” (cAy d4u - giai doan nhi mam)
- “Vach dat chi troi bay buat ngoc,
Phoi suong dap tuyét béc da vang” (cdy ming)
- “Ba thang cudn cd bong con dd,
Mot phen c6i giap ctiu dan den” (cay va qua ngo)
- “Me di tru6c danh céng, danh bat,
Con di sau viua hat, vua reo” (ga me va li con)
- “Hitu cot, hitu bi, v6 hitu nhuc,
Nghi xuan, nghi ha, bat nghi dong” (cdi quat)
(Nghia: Cé xuong, c¢6 da, khong c6 thit;
(Hop v6i mua xuan, mua he, khong hgp véi mua dong)
- “Trén thugng dinh c6 bong khong trai,
Dué6i thugng dinh c6 trai khong bong” (cay lac)
- “Niang ba nam ta khong bé ban,
Mua mot ngay ban lai bé ta” (cai bong)...
Hai 16i d6 sau, 161 d6 vé “cay lac”, vé trén: “c6 A khong B”, vé& duéi:
“c6 B khong A” (trdo vai doi tuong); 16i do vé “cdi bong”, vé& trén: “A khong
b6 B”, v& dudi: “B (lai) bd A” (trdo nhau gitta chii thé va déi tuong, kem véi
viéc chuyén mau cau tif phi dinh sang khang dinh). Pay 14 cdch miéu ta
vat d6 trong quan hé véi hai mét khdc nhau cia cing mot thuc thé c6 kha
ning quyét dinh vé su sinh ton cla ching. Cach miéu ta nay, cung thé doi
néi chung, vira c6 tdc dung phan héa dé doan nhan vat do, déng thoi ciing
lam cho hai mét hinh 4nh xoan xit nhau, gay réi cho qua trinh doan nhén
ay. Do vy ma s6 céc 1oi d6 theo thé do6i, thuong 1a nhiing 161 d6 khé giai.
d. Cdc thé dang tho hén hop
Céc dang tho hon hgp duoc sit dung phé bién. Cung vé6i céc thé via
trinh bay, ching gép phin quan trong tao nén su phong phu cho 15i d6 vé
mait thé dang. Pong thoi, ching ciing cho thay su phéng ting, linh hoat cta
loai ngdn ngit vén van trong dan gian.
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+ C6 mot thé dang dang chid y trong 16i d6 1a thé dang gém ba dong,
hai dong dau mdi dong sdu tiéng, déu mang van bang 6 tiéng thi sau, dong
thi ba gdm tam tiéng, van nhu van cha dong bat & thé luc bat. Thi du:

“C6 con ma khong cé cha,

C6 ctra ma khong c6 nha,

Dén ngay con 16n me da chét di” (con nudc, clra song)
- “Vubng nd vudng, tron no tron,

Pem nau minh d6 nhu son,

Nguoi ché dé, ké khen ngon ciing nhiéu” (con cua, ghe)
- “Hai c¢6 nam nghi hai phong,

Ngay thi mé cia ra trong,

bém thi déng cta, 1ap chong ra ngoai” (d6i méit)
- “Nam anh ddng bén kia song,

Nam c¢6 ding bén nay song,

Niam anh méi x6 vao long nidm c6” (ctic 4o va 16 khuyét)
- “Mot tram thang linh di qua,

Thang mo6 khong mii thi tha,

Thing mo6 c¢6 mii dem ra chém dau” (bao diém)...

Gia s, day 1a thé co ban (c6 thé goi 1a thé nhi luc nhdt bdt), thi thé
nay ciing c6 cdc bién thé tuong tu thé luc bat, thé song that luc bat; thi du:

- “Xeo xeo ba géc dia do,
Lam thi uét, khong lam thi kho,
Lam cuong lam cudng thi vo dugc nhiéu” (cai nhui)
(Dong luc thi hai néi dai thanh 7 tiéng)
- “Co kia xam xam da chi,
DPau thoi téc phuogng, véi lai long i,
Bon vid @ lanh ngit, danh thi kéu 1én” (c4i chuong)
(Dong luc thi hai néi dai thanh 8 tiéng)...
- “Sau nguoi cung goi mot tén:
Bon nguoi thi ¢ bon bén,
Mot nam duéi dat, mot ngla 1én trén troi” (quan tai) ®
(Dong bat 101 nay ndi dai thanh 9 tiéng)
- “Cé méit ma chang cé dau,
Lic ngheo thi ban véi trau,
Pén khi vinh hién, goi c6 nang hiu cai vi rd to”® (cii trong)

(Dong bat 16i nay néi dai thanh 12 tiéng, vi tri van lung chuyén vé
phia truéc ctia cau hai tiéng, ¢ chd von la ctia né dugc thé hién biang thanh
trac - “va”)
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Thé dang nay ciing dugc tim thay trong ca dao (nhung muc do khong
nhiéu bing cau d6); thi du:
“Bién tinh chim néi, boi réi tu luong,
Thiép véi chang nhu lia véi huong;
Mot mai té du huong tan liia tit, dao nghia cuong thudng ché quén”.
D6 1a mot 16i ca dao c¢6. So 101 do st dung thé dang nay ciing déu la
nhitng 101 d6 xa xua. Nén c6 thé xem day la mot thé dang cung ton tai véi
thé luc bat va song that luc bat, dung trong cac sang tdc dan gian (ma cang
vé sau cang it dugc dung dén), ho#c 1a mot thé tién than cda hai thé dang
kia. Nhung mot su xdc dinh vé thé dang tho can phai dugc tim hiéu thau
ddo hon, trong ldc nhiing trinh bay trén mdi ding ¢ mdc phac hoa (do vay
ma van x&p vao tiéu muc nay).
+ Dudi day, 1a mot s6 101 d6 dudc sang tdc theo cdc thé hén hop khac:
- “Trai méc ao,
Lao 6 tran;
Lio manh nhu than,
Trai yéu op ep” (ming va tre)
(Dang két hgp: 3-3-4-4)
- “Thang nhé nho,
Mac 4o do,
Doi bui co,
Ngbi cho hé sau vuon” (qua dda)
(Dang két hgp: 3-3-3-5)
- “Trén da, dudi da,
Gitta c6 con ca thon bon” (réang va luGi)
(Dang két hgp: 4-6, van tric)
- “Cha cao, me cao,
Pé con c6 ao c6 vong” (cay khé)
(Dang ké&t hop: 4-6, van bang)
- “Nam o6ng thay sai,
Ping mai bén song;
Toi tinh chi hé, trong hay khong,
Ma lai bat déng gong ca thay ?” (cic 4o va 16 khuyét)
(Dang két hgp: 4-4-7-7)
- “Sam sam ding mot dong,
Tiéng rong vong non xa;
Ranh nang [rang nanh, néi 14i] d4t gi4, thit da ré ré” (con voi)
(Dang két hgp: 5-5-8)
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- “Nhép nhi,

Nhép nhi cho chi em nghe,

Pam v cai, thang le le,

Rut ra cai béc: cho doi nuéc che uéng choi!”

(nguoi thoi keén nhi)

(Dang két hgp: 2-6-6-10)

“Chi bang ngén tay,

An toan thit séng,

Nuét trong chang nhai.

Héi may, may nhé thuong ai,

Pém dém thé ngin than dai x6t xa?” (con thach sung)

(Dang két hgp: 4-4-4-6-8)...

3. Nhfrng trinh bay vé cac thé dang, thé loai tho ciia cau d6 theo phuong

thitfc mo ta trén day, cho thay mot van dé quan trong cia thé loai nay. Pé
14 mat co ban vé dién mao, hinh thiic cta né. Tir d6, o thé mé ra mot su so

sanh véi cac the loai vén van dan gian va tho cta cdc nén tho, nha tho, cling
nhu suy nghi vé qud trinh van dong dé tao ra nhiing thé thd cua dan toc.

D6 1a nhilng hy vong ma bai viét ngin nay c6 thé dat dugc.
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(4) C6 18i d6 vé “hoa sen” gém bay cép luc bat, 1a 16i d& dai nhat ctia thé loai cau dé:

Mat quan t sanh tya guadng tau,
Can du vdng nguyét, trong hau quy nhan.
Thuyén quyén dang diing ngoai san,
Nhin xem da mudn Chau Tran ké&t duyén.
Can du vong long nham thién,

Xin chang hai chii k&t nguyén tay déng.
Rau ria sac trang, sac héng,

Ké qua ngudi lai nang bong hoén chai.
Nam ngudi hau ha thanh thai,

Dé&n phién chau chuc dam Ici chut nao.
Pén réng thom nic 1am sao,

Dudgc nhu danh &y, ngudi nao ciing xinh.
Nao ai ndi tiéng long thanh,

Gid tay vin I8y cho minh thdm hoa.
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(5) CU nau dung d& nhudm vai, nén “két duyén” véi “bach bs” (vai trdng).

(6) Ngudidinom (chom), vai mang gié (oi), tay xach nom, di ven bd muang, ruéng sau, mong
cho bat dudc ca.

(7) VU chudng: nim tron, duc ndi trén thanh chuong, la chd dé danh.
(8) Quan tai gobm sau tdm van (dong 1) bon van thanh (dong 2), mot van thién mot van dia
(dong 3). Cung ¢6 ngudi cho |5i gidi la cdi ruong (hom), vat dé dung dé dac.

(9) Y chi cai tréng hoa nhip véi céi chiéng trong dip té 1&.
TOM TAT

Bai viét miéu ta cac thé dang, thé tho clia cau do ngudi Viét (qua bo suu tap 2.000 cau
dé cua ngu‘dl V|et) Viéc miéu ta nay gbém hai phan chinh: cac I6i dé ti 4 dén 7 tleng va cac
I5i d6 theo céc thé, dang tho (hai tiéng, ba tiéng, bon tiéng, ngu ngon, luc ngon, that ngon,
luc bat, song tha} luc bat, tha hén hgp). Bén canh dé, cling cé mét s6 I15i d& lam theo dang
cau déi ngan, moi vé 6-7 tiéng.

Nhiing miéu ta nhu vay nham giup thdy dugc dién mao clia cau do mot linh vuc thudc

hinh thtic; dé tu do co thé ma ra mot sU so sanh vai cac thé loai van van dan gian khac, va
su nhin nhan vé qua trinh van dong dé tao ra céc thé tho clia dan toc.

ABSTRACT
POETRY FORMS AND METRES OF VIETNAMESE RIDDLES

The article gives a description of forms and styles of the Vietnamese riddles (As viewed
through his collection of 2000 riddles). His description is composed of two parts: Riddles with
4 to 7 words and riddles composed in the forms and styles of poetry (Those of the metres
of 2 words, 3 words, 4 words, 5 words, 7 words, six-eight-word stich, seven-seven-six-eight
word stich, and of mixed metre). In addition, there are short riddles composed in the form of
a short couplet with each member including 6 to 7 words.

Descriptions of this kind helps one to get a good view of Vietnamese riddles as regards
its form and consequently can make a comparison between riddles and other folk rhymed



