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VE CHU, NGHIA THIN (JR), LONG (¥) va RONG

Néam nay 12 nim Nham Thin
k=, cung nhu moi nim Thin fR, theo
truyén thong cua cac nudc A Pong
nhuy Trung Qudc, Viét Nam, Han,
Nhat, trén cac phuong tién truyén
thong nguoi ta thay hinh tuong con
RONG dugce dung dé 1am biéu tuong
cho nam Thin. O Viét Nam, van hay
n6i nim RONG, tudi RONG, cim
tinh con RONG. Hién nay c6 mdt )
luan chiing nguoc lai véi cach hiéu
cii d¢ cho Chi Thin R chinh la tén
goi ctia con RONG bang tiéng Viét
cd va con RONG dugc sang tao tir
phuong Nam, dic biét 1a ¢ dat CH
Viét. Véan dé nay that ra khong don
gian, ngudi viét ¢d gang 86p phan
tim hiéu va goi mé mot sé suy nghi
vé chuyén chit nghia THIN J&, LONG
#E va RONG xem su thit ra sao?

Trong lich phap Trung Quéc thdi
cd, Thin J 1a Chi thir 5 trong 12 Dia
Chi (Thap nhi Chi) nhu Ty, Siru, Dan,
Mio, Thin... 12 Dia Chi phdi hop
v6i 10 Thién Can (Thap Can) nhu
Giap, At, Binh, Dinh... dé ghi nh,
tinh toan thoi gian. /2 Dja Chi ban
ddu khéng phai la nhitng tén goi cua
12 con thu, chung thuan tuy chi la
tén goi chi thoi gian, roi sau méi phoi
hop 12 tén goi cua thu vdt dung lam
biéu tuwong cho 12 Pja Chi, 12 biéu
tirong nay dwoc goi la 12 Sinh Tiéu”

DINH VAN TUAN

£ & (Trung Quéc) hay 12 con Gidp
(Viét Nam). Nhitng chit biéu thi thoi
gian ma sau dugc goi la Can va Chi
d4 xuat hién s6m nhét véi bang chimg
khao cb trong cac “bdc tir” duoc khic
trén Giap c6t van c6 tir thoi nha An-
Thuong (1766-1122 TCN). Sau day
1a chit JR (Chi thr 5) tir Gidp cbt van'
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(xem hinh):

Trong bai viét Mét vai ¥ kién vé
“An Dwong ngoc gidn” va vin dé
Thuc An Duong Vuong [14], hoc gia
Tran Vin Giap di dan 161 khao thich
cua hoc gia Quach Mat Nhuoc, (Thich
Can Chi, to 1) nhu sau: “Tw Dong
Han (25-220 S.C.Ng) tré vé trude,
chira hé ¢6 tén goi “can chi”, nguoi
xwa goi thdp can la thap nhdt (muoi
ngay), goi thdp nhi chi la thap nhi
than (muwoi hai gio)” va theo tac gia
thi: “nguwoi sau ding “chi can” dé
ghi nam, nhung nguoi xua dung ‘“chi
can” dé ghi ngay”. Céc hoc gia Trung
Hoa da s déu dong y cho viéc st
dung Can Chi dé ghi nam bét dau tir
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- Ciing 6 nguoi doc nham la Sinh Tiéu.

nha Pong Han Quang Vil Dé, nim
Kién Vii tha 30 (nim 54) [1]. Dau
vét xua nhat hién lién quan dén 12
Sinh Tiéu di duoc xac dinh ¢ khoang
doi Tan (221-206 TCN), vao nim
1975, khao cb hoc Trung Quéc da
phat hién ra & ving dat Thuy H6, huyén
Van Mong, tinh Ho Bic mot bo sach
Tan gian Z i (thé trac doi Tan) la
Nhat the H3Z, trong d6 & chuong
Pao gia ¥# da ghi chép vé 12 con
vat phdi tng véi 12 Pia Chi dang
cht y 12 c6 mot s6 di biét so véi 12
con Giap truyén théng [15]. O Van
Nam nguoi ta da phat hién moét di vat
d6 ddng xanh (trng dong) thudc doi
Tay Han (206 TrCN - 9 CN) khéc
day da 12 chir Han cua Thap nhij Chi
dbi tmg vé6i hinh anh 12 con vat va
trong d6, Chi Thin R la con rong
[2], chirg to tir thoi Tay Han, Van
Nam ciing nhu cac dan toc thiéu sb
khac & Trung Qudc co6 thé di chiu
anh huong mot hé thong lich phap
cd cua Trung Hoa. Vao thoi Dong
Han trong sach Ludn hanh Rt
Vuong Sung F7¢ da luan giai vé 12
con thu tuong ing vai 12 dia chi, trong
d6 cling da chird “/=A#E: Chi Thin
1a rong” (Thién 66 - Ngon doc) va
Triéu Diép #8EE trong sach Ngo Viét
Xuan Thu REEI viét: "R #
[, BlzgEth: Pat Ngb tai Thin,
dia vi la rong" (Hap Lu ndi truyén
quyen tha 4). So sanh Nhat thu doi
Tan vé6i hoa tiét d6 dong Van Nam
doi Tay Han va Ludn hanh doi BDong
Han ta thiy su doi tng cua 12 con
vat voi 12 Chi 1a khong hoan toan

giéng nhau, nhat 1a ¢ 3 cap Ngo/ 1oc,
MU/ ma, Tuét/ dwong (Nhdt thir) S0
v6i Ngo/ mé, MU/ duong, Tuat/ khuyén
(46 dong Véan Nam, Ludn hanh), trudc
Tan gian, hién van chua tim thiy bang
chung cta 12 con Giap da hién dién
ra sao, diéu nay da ching to 12 Chi
chi dén doi Han méi thdt su c6 12
con Vdt twong trung doi img hodn
chinh va khéng thay déi cho dén ngay
nay. Ddy chinh la chimg cir quan
trong dé co thé khcfng dinh 12 Pia
Chi ban ddu khéng phdi la tén goi
12 con vdt quen thuoc nhu xwa nay
nhiéu nguwoi lam twong.

Nhu vay, qua thu tich va khao
¢6 ¢ Trung Qudc cho dén nay ta co
thé xac dinh Thap nhi Chi xuit hién
phd bién tir thoi Thuong, luc ndy chi
1a nhitng ¥ niém thuan tay vé thoi
gian va vao khoang thoi Tan dén Han
biéu tuong 12 con vat cia 12 Pia Chi
moi bt dau dinh hinh va phd bién”.
Nhu vay ban dau THIN /& khong
phdi 12 tén goi cia con rong ma chi
Han viét 1a #€ Chir /R, theo cac tu
dién Han xua nay, chi ¥ niém vé thoi
gian (Tt 7 gio sang cho dén 9 gid
sang). Chi tht 5 1a Thin J& tir doi
Han da gan két voi biéu tuong cua
n6 1a hinh tuong con rong, long #E.
Nhung c6 mét s6 nha nghién ctu lai
khéng cong nhan su that khach quan
ndy va dua ra gia thuyét khac dé chimng
minh tén goi THIN /R ban dau chinh
|2 tén goi cua con réng, long #E tham
chi ¢6 nha con khang dinh ten gol
Chi THIN J% thyc ra c6 ngudn goc
tur tén goi RONG cua Viét Nam’.
Nguoi ta dd quén rang ciing chinh
vao thoi Thuong, cung vai chir Ji,
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thi chit LONG # (con rong) da
duogc ghi nhan qua Gidp cbt van’,

(xem hinh)
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va hon nira, theo L& Anh Minh trong
bai viét Hinh tuwong RONG trong van
hod Trung Quéc va trong Chu Dich
[3] da cho biét nhu sau: “Cudi nam
1987 tai huyén Boc Duong JE5 tinh
Ha Nam, nguwoi ta khai quat dwoc
mot con réng bang gom, gidm dinh
1& ¢6 SAu ngan ndm tuéi... SUng bai
rong trong xda hoi nguyén thiy chiém
dia vi trong yéu trong tin nguong
linh vdt hay vt t6 (totemism: Do dang
sung béi &= va lién quan mat
thiét dén chinh tri, kinh 1é, van hoc
nghé thuadt, phong tuc dan gian tuw
doi Ha, doi Thuong”. Nhu & trén,
ngudi viét da chirng minh 1a dén doi
Han 12 Chi méi that su ¢ 12 con
vat dai dién va khong thay ddi cho
dén ngay nay, cung véi két luan nay,
dén day sy that da sang to: ngay tir
doi Thuong, THIN /% khong phdi la
LONG ## va 2 chit nay ciing khong
dung thay I1an nhau. Trong thu tich
tir thoi Tién Tan tro vé sau, 2 chir ndy
ciing ludn duoc xac dinh nhu thé.
Trong lich su, lich phdp 12 con
Giap va con Rong ¢ Viét Nam ra sao?
Theo (Pai) Viét sir lwge (khuyét danh
doi Tran) [12] nudc Vin Lang cia
Hung Vuong chua c6 chit viét, chi

biét dung cach that nat dé ghi nhd
chinh su, khéng néi gi vé lich phap
Can Chi, hay 12 con giap. Sau khi
Nam Viét bi nha Han ti€u diét, nudc
ta bat dau ndi thudc Trung Hoa va
chiu anh hudng van héa Han sau dam,
di nhién trong d6 c6 hé thong lich
phap Trung Hoa ciing véi biéu tuong
ctia n6 1a 12 Sinh Tiéu (con Giap).
Vé phuong dién khao ¢6 hoc, cho
dén nay chua c6 bang ching khang
dinh dan toc Viét Nam thoi thugng
cd d3 co chir viet. Trén céac di vat van
hoa Pong Son khong hé thay hinh
tuong, hoa tiét 12 con giap ung voi
12 Pia Chi. Vao thoi thugc Han, &
Giao Chi, Giao Chau ciing khong
phat hién dugc cac bang ching vé
12 con vat lam biéu tuong cho 12
Dia Chi. V& thu tich ¢6, déu vét xua
nhét lién quan 12 con Giap dugc ghi
chép & cac truyén ban doi Tran la
Viét sir luoe, Thién uyén tip anh [4],
c6 I8 day 1a cac bang ching sém nhat
vé 12 con giap da xuit hién & Viét
Nam vao thé ky X-XI‘. Riéng vé
dau vét con rong qua khao cd, hién
chua c6 bang ching cho thdy con
rong da xuat hién & dat C6 Viét, hinh
tuong rong cling chi dugc ghi chép
trong truyén ban doi Tran 1a sach Pai
Viét sir lwoce khi ghi chép vé Pinh
Bo Linh (thé ki X). Tuy nhién c6 mot
s6 nha nghién ctru lai thich dya vao
hinh tugng con vat giéng hinh ca sdu
trén cac di vat van hoa Pong Son dé
ding 1am chimg cr cho gia thuyét
vé& hinh tuong con RONG duoc sang
tao ra trén dat C6 Viét va dua ra ludn
ctt Chi Thin chinh 13 tén goi “c6”
thudn Viét ciia con rong. Co nha di
tin vao truyén thuyét xwa dé cho ving
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dat ho Pong Pinh 1a noi phat tich
cua nguoi Viét voi hy vong tur day
nguoi Han da tiép can van minh Viét
(Béach Viét) phuong Nam dé tiép thu
vé hé thdng lich 12 con Giap. Theo
truyén thuyét trong Link Nam Chich
qQuéi, truyén Hong Bang ké vé Kinh
Duong Vuong nuéc Xich Quy (dit
phuong Nam) liy con gai LONG
Vuong & hd Pong Pinh sinh ra Stng
Lam hiéu 1a Lac LONG Quan, thé
13 nguoi Viét xua nay déu tu xung
13 “con RONG chau Tién”, nhung
xét dén cung, hod Dbong Dinh thudc
vé lanh thd Trung Qubc (Hoa Nam)
hi¢n nay va “meo lai hoan méo”, con
RONG van xuit hién tai dat Trung
Hoa va hda ra nguoi Viét Nam chung
ta ciing chi 1a di dué gop phan chimg
minh ngudn gbc con RONG ¢ Trung
Hoa ma théi! Tuong chung chi co
dan Viét méi 1a di dué cia RONG,
khong phai thé, vi chinh nguoi Trung
Hoa ho cling ty xung la dong ddi cta
RONG, theo bai viét Tai sao nguoi
Trung Quéc lai goi minh la “con
chdu ciia Rong’”, truyén thuyét ké
rang: “Truée khi Hodang dé thong
nhat Trung Nguyén coi “Gau” la to-
tem. Sau khi thong nhat Trung Nguyén,
dé lay long cdc bo téc quy thudn,
Hoang Dé tir b6 té-tem Gau thay
bang mét to-tem méi goi la “Long”
tirc rong, né duwoc két hop giita dau
t6-tem Gdu véi than t6-tem mot lodi
ran. Thuc ra to-tem Ré‘ng la sw hét
hop hinh anh cua to-tem bo toc cha
voi to-tem bo toc me cua Hoang Pé...
truyén thuyét “Cdam Thién Nhi Sinh”
néi rang Viéem Bé la con cia Tran
Long véi mét thiéu nir tén la Dang,
Hoang dé la dwoc sinh ra do cam

déng ciia “Sao bdc dau”, Nghiéu la
duoc sinh ra boi sy cam dong cua
Xich Long. Thity t6 ciia ddn téc Trung
Hoa la héa thdn cia Rong”. That
ric r6i, ca Hoa 1dn Viét déu la dong
ddi cuia RONG!

C6 18 vi thiy truyén thuyét kho
¢6 thé dung lam chimg ctr khoa hoc
nén cac nha nghién ctru da chuyén
huéng vé ving dat ban dia cua C6
Viét véi céc di vat khao c6 va céc dau
vét ngit 4m co, tiéu biéu cho khuynh
hudng nay, dang chu y la luan cir ngir
am hoc lich sir cta cd Gido su Nguyén
Tai Can qua bai viét Vé tén goi con
rong ciia nguoi Viét [T], tac gia viét:
“...moi quan hé giita Thin véi rong.
Thin thudc vin bé chan, thanh mau
thién. Trong Hdn ngit si cdo, gido
sw Viwong Lic cho biét rang thoi
Kinh Thi, thién dang la mét am /z/
mat luoi trudc (tam ghi la /z’/) va
chan dang la van /en/, nghia la thin
phai dwoc phuc nguyén thanh /z’en/.
RO rang la quéa xa voi /réng/ cia ciing
thoi dy. Thin diing la khéng bdt nguon
tir tén goi con rong ciia nguoi Han.
Nhing néu dem so sanh véi tén goi
con rong /mahing/ ciia nguwoi Tha
Ving thi nhw thé nao? ...chung ta
dd ngo rang /mahing/ vmg véi tén
ran /mosinh/ ma dang phuc c6 duwoc
phuc nguyén la /psanh/...Cho /z’en/
itng véi /psanh/ thi héa ra két ludn
rang Thin la mot tén goi lodi rong -
rn, rong la mot tén goi goc tir Proto
Viét-Chut, va cw dan Proto Viéet-Chuit
hoa ra lai la mot trong nhitng tdc gia
dd tham gia gép phan vao viéc hinh
thanh nén hé thong tén goi 12 nim”"
Khong chi “Thin la m¢t tén goi loai
rong - ran” dau, theo tac gia con:
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“Hinh khdc & thap Pdo Thinh, & luGi
glao niii Voi cho phép ta nghi rang
ta von c6 mot ten goi loai rong -

sdu theo kiéu rong IKhly/ ciia ving
Poong Tdc pham nghe thudt cua
cac den chua Ly - T rdn lai cho phép
nghi rang ta cing von co ca mot ten
goi loai rong - rdn theo kiéu rong
/mahing/ o vung Tha Vung”. Mac
di tac gia nghién ctru voi tinh than
khoa hoc day can trong nhung cudi
cung két luan lai di dén “nuéc doi™:
Thin 1a mot tén goi loai rong - ren fmahing/
& vung Tha Vung hay 1 rong - cé
sdu /khly/ ciua ving Poong! Hoa ra
& Viét Nam RONG c¢6 thé thodt thai
tur ca 2 loai, song su that chi c6 mot,
nhung du 14 RAN hay SAU thi dau
phai chi c6 viing chau thd song Hong
moi co. Céac hoc gia Trung Hoa, cho
dén nay van chua x4c dinh duoc ngudn
gdc chinh x4c cia con RONG dui nhiéu
gia thuyét vé ngudn gdc cia RONG
da duoc dé xuat, trong do co thuyét
cho con RONG nguyén goc la con
RAN hay CA SAU tir lau roi. Tac
gia cling quén rang hinh tugng con
RONG da duogc khao c6 Trung Hoa
phat hi¢n ra c6 nién dai trudc ca chir
J& & Gidp cbt van doi Thuong, chic
chan thoi nay da co tén goi chi con
rong va di nhién Chi thir 5 - néu that
ban dau chi tén goi con rong - han
nhién phai la chit 8 chir khong phai
la chit J®. That kho tudng tuwong khi
cho nguoi Han da hoc cac am /psanh/
(rdn) ¢ viang Tha Vyng hay /khly/
(sdu) ctia viing Poong xa cach nghin
tring vé dia 1i (khong co bang chimg
thu tich, khao cd chung minh c6 su
giao tiép Han va Viét trude khi Triéu
Pa xam luge Au Lac ma trong do co
Cb Viét) dé roi dén doi Thuong sau

khi hoc hoi da ton hinh tugng con
RONG trd thanh “vat t6” va sau ding
lam tén goi cho Chi THIN JR! Céc
tén goi ciia /psanh/ (ran) hay /khlu/
(cd sdu) khéng phdi la tén goi ban
dau cua con rong cho di gia dinh
chiing la vdt t6 ciia con tong di nira
do d6 néu lay cac tén cuaa con vat to
la ran, c& sdu dung dé Ii giai, gan
ghép vao tén goi cua Chi THIN &
s€ la mot nghich i, ma dung Ii ra,
phai duwa vao tén goi cua chinh con
rong sau khi hoa than tix con ran hay
ca sau mai 1a mét chung 1i can thiét
dé doi chiéu ngiz am. Pdng tiéc la
cho dén nay khéng c6 mot phdt hién
nao vé ngir am co cua nguoi Viét da
goi mot tén goc khéc, thuan Viét chi
con rong. Tiéng goi “rong” ciia Viét
Nam theo CaC nha nglr hoc Han va
Viét [9] ¢ gbe tir tiéng Han (Tay -
bong Han) vi ca phu am, ca van lan
thanh diéu déu rat cd, nhirng tiéng
Héan cb c6 phu am thu¢c nhém Lai
doc 1a /r/ d@én ddi Tam Qudc am /r/
moéi chuyén thanh 4m /V, Long 14 4m
doc Han Viét nhap khoang cudi doi
Puong, do d6 du 1d RONG hay LONG
ciing chinh la tiéng gbc Han. Cho nén,
dé giai quyét nghich i nay c6 nha da
dia vao am “ludng” trong “Thudng
luong” de dung lam ching cir nhu
tén goi goc thuan Viét ciia con rong
nhung khong may, con Thuong luong
theo hiéu biét cia ngudi xua lai khong
phai 1a con Rong, Long & vi trong
sach chir N6m Ch; Nam ngoc am gidi
nghia [13] (khoang thé ki XVII) soan
gia da ghi nhan: “Mang xa: rdn cd
thuong thuong moc lién” va Thuong
thuong da duoc vua Ty Bac xac nhan
trong Tu Buc Thanh ché tir hoc gidi
nghia ca (thé ki XIX) [10] nhu sau:
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Giao 4 1a thuong luong. Vay Thuong
luong la con giao, ran lon (tran) chir
khong phai la con RONG.

Chinh vi xuat phat tir mot tién
d¢ sai lac: THIN = RONG ma thyc
chat nhu nguoi viét da khao chung:
THIN /< ban dau khong phdi la LONG
7, da khién cho Nguyén Tai Can va
mot s6 nha nghién ctru van hoa, ngi
hoc trong va ngoai nuéc di véi nhiéu
tam huyét, nang 1ong véi van hoa dan
toc rat dang tran trong nhung lai bi
chéch hudng va dan dén cac luan ctr
mo hd, chu quan, thiéu gia trj thuyét
phuc mot cach khoa hoc, khi nd luc
truy nguyén Chi THIN fX sinh ra tur
tén goi con vat nguyén gdc cua con
rong bang tiéng Viét c¢b roi cho ring
lich phap 12 Dia Chi do ngudi Vigt
sang tao nén chir khong phat nguyén
tir Trung Qudc, nhung that dang tiéc
3 luan diém ndy da xa roi sur that trudc
cac bang chimg khao co, thu tich,
ngdn ngir. ..

Thay 1o két

Dia Chi thtt 5 la THIN J& da
xudt hién tir doi Thuong va ban dau
14 tiéng chi thoi gian chtr khong phai
1 tén goi con RONG. Hinh tuong con
RONG di duge Khao ¢b hoc Trung
Quéc phat hién c6 nién dai 6000 nam
va chit #E cling di c6 mdt trong Gidp
¢t van. Chi téi khoang thoi Han,
moi thay hinh thanh ¢ dinh mot hé
thong biéu tugng 12 con vat phdi tmg
voi 12 Dia Chi r6i phd bién cho dén
ngdy nay, trong dé6 Chi THIN J& c6
biéu tugng la con rong, LONG FE.
O Viét Nam, chua c6 cac bang chiing
tir khao 6, thu tich, ngdn ngi... cho
thiy hé théng lich 12 con Gidp va

dau vét con rong da timg xuat hién
& Viét Nam thoi ¢ dai. Tén goi RONG
va ca am doc LONG cua nguoi Viét
Nam xua nay c¢6 gdc tir tiéng Han co
qua giai doan lich sir tir khi C6 Viét
bi nha Triéu va nha Han xam luoc,
thon tinh. Hé qua 1a nguoi Viét da
chiu anh huong hé thong lich phap
¢ cua Trung Hoa, trong d6 co Chi
THIN J& cing véi biéu tugng cua
nd la con RONG.

Tuy vay, sudt hon 2000 nim
qua, hinh tuong con RONG di hoi
nhiap vao tdm linh, doi séng, ngon
ngtr, lich phap, van hoc, nghé thuat...
Viét Nam va da duoc bao thé hé tién
nhan & céc triéu dai tir nha Dinh dén
nha Nguyén bién héa, thing hoa trd
thanh mot hinh tuong con RONG
ma&i vai hinh thirc va ngi dung mang
d4u 4n sau dam ban sic dan toc Viét
khéc han hinh twong con Rong gbc
Trung Qudc.
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SUMMARY

Appearing in the oracle bone
inscriptions from the Shang Dynasty
(17th to 11th cent. BC), the Terrestrial
Branch THIN (chen) at first referred
to a time period instead of a name for
dragons. Dragon figure discovered by
Chinese archaeologists was dated from
around 6,000 years ago. From the Han
Dynasty (206 BCE-220 CE), a system
of twelve animals corresponding to the
twelve Terrestrial Branches (dizhi) has
been formed and used till now and the
Terrestrial Branch THIN (chen) means
dragons symbolically. There are no
proofs from Vietnamese archaeology,
documents, language, etc. which show
that the traditional calendar of twelve
animals and the trace of dragons existed
in Vietnam in the ancient times. Since
the domination of Han Dynasty in Vietnam,
the traditional Chinese calendar system
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has been imported and used widely in

Vietnam.



