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VI TRi CUA TIENG CAO LAN
TRONG CAC NGON NGU TAI

1. Nguoi Cao Lan va tiéng
Cao Lan

Theo danh muc cac dan toc &
Viét Nam do Téng cuc Théng ké ban
hanh ndm 1979, ngudi Cao Lan 1a mot
nhom dia phuong thudc dan tdc San
Chay. Két qua diéu tra dan s6 nim
2009 cho thdy c6 169.410 ngudi San
Chay, sOng tap trung tai cac tinh trung
du mién ndi phia Bic: Tuyén Quang
(61.343 nguoi), Thai Nguyén (32.483
nguoi), Bic Giang (25.821 ngudi),
Quang Ninh (13.786 nguoi), Yén Bai
(8.461 ngudi), Cao Bang (7.058 ngudi),
Lang Son (4.384 nguoi), Phi Tho
(3.294 nguoi), Vinh Phic (1.611 nguoi),
Bic Kan (602 ngudi)... Mot s6 méi
di cu vao cac tinh mién Trung, Tay
Nguyén va Nam Trung Bo.

Dan tdc San Chay c6 hai nhom
dia phuong l1a Cao Lan va San Chi.
Trong d6, ngudi Cao Lan chiém khoang
63% tong dan s6 dan toc San Chay.
Nguoi Cao Lan ty goi minh 1a Hon
Bén, c6 nghia 14 "nguoi ¢ ban". O Thai
Nguyén, Tuyén Quang va Yén Bai
cong dong nay con ty goi minh 1a San
Chay. Ngoai ra, ho con duoc biét dén
voi nhiing tén goi khac nhu: Stin Nhan
(nguodi ¢ thon ban), Phén, Chung...

ThS PHAN LUONG HUNG

Nguoi San Chi ty goi minh la Sén Chay,
c6 nghia la "qua ¢ trén rung". Cling co
¥ kién cho rang toc danh San Chay
bat nguodn tir hai chit Son Ti, nghia
la nguoi & trén nui [4, 55].

Theo mot 6 tai liéu dan téc hoc,
ngudi Cao Lan vén cu trii & khu vuc
Nam Trung Qudc. Sau d6, do chién
tranh, loan lac, dich bénh... ho di cu
dén khu vuc Quang Pong, Quang Tay
Trung Qudc rdi vao Viét Nam bing
nhiéu con duong khac nhau. Hién nay,
cac bai cung cua nguoi Cao Lan con
nhéc t6i Quang Pong, Quang Tay nhu
la qué huong cua ho. Cac gia pha hién
con luu giit dugc trong cong dong ngudi
Cao Lan ciing cho thiy thoi gian ho
c6 mat & Viét Nam chi méi khoang
400 nam nay [4, 66].

Tiéng Cao Lan 13 mot ngdn ngi
don tiét, c6 thanh diéu. Vé phan loai
than toc ngdn ng, hién nay tat ca cac
nha nghién ctru déu méi chi thong nhat
v6i nhau vé vi tri ciia tiéng Cao Lan
la thudc ngt hé Tai - Kadai, nhanh
Kam - Tai, tiéu nhanh Be - Tai, nhém
Tai. Véan dé tiéng Cao Lan thudc tiéu
nhém nao trong nhém Tai van con
chua dugc théng nhat.
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Ngon ngit 1a cong cu cua tu duy
va la cong cu giao tiép chinh cua mdi
cong dong. N6 chira dung nhiéu trim
tich v& vin hoa va ca lich sir cia mot
toc nguoi. Hién nay, ngén ngt dugc
coi la mét trong nhirng ti€u chi quan
trong nhat d6i voi viée xac dinh thanh
phén dan toc (bén canh cac ti€u chi
khéc nhu y thirc ty giac toc nguoi hay
céc dic trung van hoa). Bai viét nay
ctia ching t6i s& ap dung thii phap thong
ké tir vung (lexico-statistic) va xac
dinh nhiing cdch tan ngfr &m (innovation)
dé xéac dinh vi tri ctia tiéng Cao Lan
trong cac ngon ngit Tai. Nhitng két
qua ctia bai viét nay ciing s& gop phan
xac dinh thanh phan toc ngudi, dong
thot [am 16 hon qua trinh lich st cia
cong dong Cao Lan.

Tu li¢u dugc su dung trong bai
viét bao gdbm bang 200 tir cia Swadesh'
duogc phién 4m qudc té tiéng Cao Lan
va 03 ngdn ngir dai dién cho cac tiéu
nhom Tai khac (tiéng Giay, tiéng Tay
va tiéng Thai) do chung toi truc tiép
thu thap tai Tuyén Quang (2011), Bic
Giang (2004), Hoa Binh (2006) va ké
thira két qua nghién ctru ctia cac cong
trinh di trudc.

2. Lich sir nghién ciru tiéng
Cao Lan

Trén binh dién déng dai, tiéng
Cao Lan hau nhu chua duge miéu ta
mdt cach c6 hé thng va ki ludng. Cong
trinh Ngit dm tiéng Cao Lan ciia Phan
Luong Hung (2010) mai chi dung lai
& nhitng mo ta budc dau vé hé thong
nglr &m cua ngodn ngtr nay. Trong khi
do, céc cong trinh nghién ctru vé tiéng

Cao Lan trén binh dién lich dai lai kha
nhiéu, thi du nhu: The classification
of the Cao Lan language cua David
Strecker, Nhitng vén dé am vi hoc lich
dai cuia Haudricourt, Some puzzles in
Cao Lan cua Gregerson va Edmondson...
Nhin chung, cic nha nghién ctu c6
03 quan diém khac nhau vé vi tri cua
tiéng Cao Lan trong cac ngdn ngit Tai
nhu sau:

Thir nhit, tiéng Cao Lan thudc
nhom Tai Bic. Tiéu biéu cho cac hoc
gia ting ho quan diém nay 1a J. Gregerson
va J.Edmonson [13], David Strecker
[11], Nguyén Vin Loi [10]...

Thtr hai, tiéng Cao Lan thuoc
nhém Tai Trung tam. Pay 14 quan diém
duoc cac hoc gia Trung Qudc tng ho:
“tiéng Cao Lan khong phai 1a tiéng
Thai, ma la mot phuong ngir Choang
cua huyén Kham... Cac phuong ngilr
Choang ¢ mién Pong Nam khac véi
cac phuong ngtt Choang & cac vung
khac ¢ chd c6 mot hé théng phu am
gan voi tiéng Tay - Nung” [3, 5]. Day
ciing 14 quan diém chinh thirc duoc
dang tai trén trang web ctia Vién Ngon
nglt hoc Mua hé (Summer Institute
of Linguistics) cia My vé cac ngdn
ngit trén thé gigi [12].

Thir ba, tiéng Cao Lan khong
thudc Tai Béc hay Tai Trung tim. N6
cung voi Nung An va T’sun Va tao
thanh mdt nhom riéng trong cac ngon
ngtr Tai. Nhom nay dugc goi 1a nhom
Cao Lan. Day 1a quan diém chinh thirc
duoc A.G.Haudicourt néu 1én trong
bai viét Note sur les dialectes de la
region de Moncay cong bd nam 1960.
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Trong céc cong trinh néu trén,
nhin chung cac tac gia maéi chi ding
lai & mot vai hién tuwong don 1€ [7a],
[6], [11], hodc khong dua ra nhiing
chi tiét cy thé khi ban vé vi tri cia tiéng
Cao Lan [9].

3. Vi tri ciia tiéng Cao Lan trong
cac ngon ngir Tai

Pé x4c dinh vi tri ciia mot ngdn
nglr trong cdy pha h¢, hay néi cach
khac la minh dinh mac d6 than thudc
gilta cic ngdn ngit co quan hé coi ngudn,
cac nha nghién ctru thuong dung thu
phép so sanh tr vung va tim cac xu
hudng cach tan tir tién ngdn ngir cho
dén cac ngodn ngir hién dai. P6i véi thu
phép so sanh tir vung, ching t6i str dung
bang 100 va 200 tir cia Morris Swadesh.
bay la danh muc cac tir vung co ban
nhat ciia mot ngdn ngir dugc Swadesh
dua ra trong khi phét trién phuong phap
ngir thoi hoc (glottochronology) dé
xac dinh thoi gian chia tach gitta cac
ngdn ngit. Theo do, ong gia dinh rang
cling nhu su phan ra cac-bon ddi véi
cac loai vat chét thi theo thoi gian, tu
vung cua mot ngén ngir cling co sy
phan rd nhét dinh. Trong céc 16p tir
vung thi 16p tir co ban c6 tdc d6 phan
13 6n dinh nhét va ciing it bj vay muon
nhét. Do vay, viéc st dung cac tu co

ban s& cho chiing ta két qua chinh xac
nhat c6 thé vé thoi diém chia téach cia
céc ngdn ngit c6 mdi quan hé than toc
cling nhu murc d6 gan giii giita chung.

Su chia tach ngdén ngtr, sau do
cling s& tiép tuc dan téi nhitng cach
tan (innovation) hay bao luu (retention)
khéc nhau do chung da chiu nhiing
tac nhan bén trong hay bén ngoai ngén
ngit khac nhau. Néi cach khéc 1a ké
tir sau thoi diém chia tach, mdi ngdn
nglr dugc chia tach s€ trai qua nhitng
qué trinh phat trién riéng. Cach tan
ngon ngit dién ra sau thoi diém chia
tach ngdn ngir va do vay, chiing thuong
mang nhiimg dic diém riéng. Vay, nhiing
ngdn ngtr bao luu cung mdt hay mot
s6 dic diém cach tn chic chén da c6
ciing mot ngdn ngir me sau thoi diém
chia tach [3, 167].

Vi nhiing tién dé néu trén, ching
t6i da tién hanh so sanh 200 tir vung
co ban theo bang tir cia Morris Swadesh
gitra tiéng Cao Lan v6i tiéng Tay (dai
dién tiéu nhom Tai Trung tdm), tiéng
Thai (dai dién tiéu nhom Tai Tay Nam)
va tiéng Gidy (dai dién tiéu nhom Tai
Bic). Dudi day 1a bang két qua so sanh
tr vung:

Ngon ngilt so sanh Giay

Thai Tay

Cao Lan

60,11%

54,12% 46,94%

Bang trén cho thiy 13 rang 1a tiéng
Cao Lan va cac ngdn ngit Tai c6 mdi
quan hé c6i ngudn nhu cac nha nghién
ctru d4 khang dinh. Piéu nay dugc thé

hién qua ti 1& tir vung twong ddng cao
gilrta cac ngon ngir dugc so sanh ¢ trén
va cac tr chung nay duoc trai déu, mot
cach co hé thong trong cac truong tir
vung nhu hi¢n tugng thién nhién: mat
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troi, sao, nudc, dat, da; by phan co
thé: dau, toc, mat, miii, rang, dai tu
nhan xung va tir chi quan h¢ than toc:

nhiéu, dai, xanh, vang, sung... Du6i
day 1a mot so thi du vé tir chung gitra
ticng Cao Lan vdi tiéng Tay, tiéng

con, chéu, tao, may; tir chi trang thai: ~ Thai va tiéng Giay:
Viét Cao Lan Tay Thai den Giay
YmEE £roi t"3k* Nen®> | pHjA* ta” ven” | tAN"
rei 55
vA(n” va&n™
. daw™ dAw"” di” | dao™
sao
ad7>? daw® i
* Oft tom™ din din” nam®’
*nude n®(m’ "’ nA(m” npm” Aa&m®
* @ then™ hin hin® Ain*
*tao kd(w kA(w'” ku” ku*
*muy md(N* m®(oc”’ mocN™? mocN™”
*bung tuN 8 pAN323 pOCm33 tuN*
*gan t'p” tA(p* tpp” ta&p”
*xanh hEw"™ kHEw™’ EE” 10k*
*vung 1ocN*™ 1oc®N*™ locd>N™ hEn™
*dui 1757 i hi® Aa&o™
*nhidu laj™ 1A5°% laj™ laj™

Chung ta thay ti 18 tuong dong
vé mit tir vung giita tiéng Cao Lan
v6i tiéng Giay 1a 16n nhat (60,11%);
sau do dén tiéng Thai (54,12%), va
cudi cung 14 tiéng Tay (46,94%). N6i
cach khac, vé mit tir vyng thi tiéng
Cao Lan gan véi tiéng Gidy nhat. Dé
c6 thém co so phan tich, ching toi
cling tién hanh théng ké so sanh tir
vung co ban chung gilra ba ngén ngir

Tay, Thai va Gidy von thudc ba tiéu
nhém Tai khac nhau. Két qua cho thiy
ti 1¢ tr co ban chung gitra ba ngén ngir
nay cao nhit 1a 51% (Thai - Giay),
tiép d6 lan luot giam dan xubng 47,67%
(Thai - Tay) va 44,15% (Tay - Giay).
Céc ti 1€ nay nhin chung tuong duong
voi ti 1€ tor chung Cao Lan - Tay va
Cao Lan - Théi. N6i cach khac, théng



Vi tri...

71

ké tr vung co ban Cao Lan - Tay va
Cao Lan - Thai cho ta két qué cuia cac
ngdn ngir thude cac tiu nhom Tai
khéc nhau.

Riéng truong hop ti 1€ tr co ban
chung Cao Lan - Gidy cao bét thuong
(60,11%) so voi céac truong hop con
lai khién chung ta c6 thé nghi dén kha
ning tiéng Cao Lan va tiéng Gidy cling
thuoc mét tiéu nhom - tiéu nhom Tai
Bic. Ti 18 60,11% tuong dong vé tir
vung c6 du dé chung ta khing dinh
duoc rang tiéng Cao Lan va tiéng Gidy
cung thudc mot tiéu nhom - tiéu nhom
Tai Bac hay khong? Vé mit phuong
phép, chiing ta con phai dua vao nhiing
ctr liéu vé cach tan ngir am. Tuy nhién,
ngay trong linh vyuc tir vung, bén canh
ti 1¢ twong dong ra chiing ta ciing c6
thé tham khao nhiing tir chiing do Ly
Phuong Qué [10a] dwa ra. Trong cong
trinh ciia minh, 6ng da dya trén nhiing
quan sat thuc té vé tir vung trong céc

ngon nglr Tai va dua ra danh muc tu
chimg dbi v6i cac tiéu nhom Tai. Ong
cho rang: “...khong thé noi rang sy
phén bd tir vimg 13 chia khoa quan trong
nhat hay duy nhét trong viéc phan chia
ngdn nglr, nhung rd rang 1a tor vung
1a nhan t6 co ban ca trong phén loai
o1 ngudn (genetic classsification) va
phan loai dia li ngon ngili/ phuong ngi
(dialect geography). Vay néu phan
loai ngon ngir dua trén tir vung va dugc
hd tro bai tiéu chi 4m vi hoc thi s& ¢o
d tin cay (validity) cao hon rat nhiéu. ..”
[10a, 16]. Tuy quan diém lay tir vung
1am trung tAm trong phén loai cdi ngudn
ciia 6ng con nhiéu tranh cdi va sau
nay da bi chinh 6ng tir bd trong cong
trinh [10b] nhung no6 ciing cho thiy
tAm quan trong cua tir vung trong Xac
dinh mdi quan hé coi nguén. Dbi chiéu
v6i cac tir ching ma Ly Phuong Qué
d3 dua ra, chiing t6i thu dugc két qua
nhu sau:

Tu duoc ss ho lam
Ngon ngir ss

dém lanh may lwoi

320

Cao Lan kok®" | kuk® | Run*™ | cep® | pHoc’ | kec
4

Giay ku#k® | kdo”® | /an®' | ca&t™ | vod @% | ci&k?
5

Thai s ¥ | zet® n"p3 ' naw™ | fa®¥ can

4
Lu s het’! na&p’ | naw> | fa®’ Zan''
1
Tay Sac®® | hE(t" | /an®  |jen® | pHa® | zan’®
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Ly Phuong Qué cho ring d6i voi
cac tr ko, lam, mdy va heoi, cac ngdn
ngit Tai Bic (ma ¢ day dai dién 14 tiéng
Gidy) c6 dang thuc riéng biét, khac
biét hoan toan vdi cac ngdn ngir Tai
khac. Bang trén cho ta thiy rd dang
thirc cua cac tir chimg nay trong tiéng

Cao Lan rat gan gili voi tiéng Giay.
Nhu vay, bén canh nhiing dac trung
cua cac ngdn nglr Tai néi chung thi

2012

tr vung tieéng Cao Lan mang dam dac
trung cuia cac ngoén nglr ticu nhom
Tai Bac.

V& xu hudng cach tan tir Proto-
Tai dén tiéng Cao Lan, ching ta hiy
xem xét mot sd trudng hop bién doi
ctia loat td hop phu 4m ring tir Proto-
Tai sang tiéng Cao Lan, Tay, Thai va
Giay sau day:

Viét Cao Lan Tay Thai den Giay Proto-Tai
mdt t"a’3 tHa™ ta> ta* *tr
chét tHaj> tHaj> taj*? taj** *tr
duéi t"ocN> tHaN>> haN* ToddN* | *tr
gio lom™ lo&m? lom™ Aum™ *dl
xuong loN*? loN*? loN*? ATN *dl
ré lak™ lak™ ha’! dak™ *dr
(ngay) kia | 100> Joc® hoc™ doc®® *dr
sao daw?’ daw’’ law’? daw™ *dl
nui dj” pu® pu®® po* *[dl
nuoc num’> na&m’> | nam** da&m™ *nl
chim nok>*" no&k’> nok’' k> *nl

Bang trén cho ta thiy cac xu huéng cach tan nhu sau:

/*tr-/ /t"-/ (Cao Lan, Tay)
Y‘ /t-/ (Thai, Giay)

/*dl-/ /1-/ (Cao Lan, Tay, Thai)
Y‘/A-/ (Giay)

/*dr-/
/h-/ (Thai)

/d-/ (Cao Lan, Tay)
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/0-/ (Giay)
/*01d1-//d-/

(Cao Lan, Tay, Giay)

/I-/ (Thai, Tay, Giay)

/*nl-/ i’ /n-/ (Cao Lan, Tay, Thai)
/-/ (Théi, Tay, Gidy)

Ching ta thidy xu hudng cach
tan trong tiéng Cao Lan gan nhét voéi
xu hudng cach tan trong tiéng Tay &
ca 5/ 5 trwong hop. Tiép d6 dén tiéng
Théi voi 2/ 5 truong hop va cudi cing
1a tiéng Gidy chi véi 1/ 5 truong hop.
Nhu véy, xét vé phuong dién xu huéng

cach tan ngir am thi tiéng Cao Lan
lai gan nhat véi tiéng Tay - mot ngdn
ngir Thai Trung tdm. Ta c6 thé tong
hop ca hai tiéu chi vé mirc d6 gan giii
tir vung va cach tn ngit 4m gitra tiéng
Cao Lan véi 3 ngon ngit con lai trong
bang sau:

Ngon ngir ss Tay Thai Giay
Tiéu chi ss
T vung 1 2 3
cach tan nglr am 3 2 1

(1- mtrc d6 gan giii thap nhat, 3- mic do gan giii cao nhat)

Bang trén cho thiy Xu hudng trai
nguoc nhau vé muc do gan giii gilta
tleng Cao Lan voi tleng Tay va tleng
Gidy ¢ hai tiéu chi tir vung va xu huéng
cach tan ngit am. Néu nhu tiéng Cao
Lan gan vé6i tiéng Gidy nhat va xa
tiéng Tay nhét vé tir vung thi nguoc
lai, n6 lai gan tiéng Tay nhat va xa
tiéng Gidy nhat vé cach tan ngir am.

Pung trude tinh hubng nay, néu
lay tiéu chi tir vung 1am trong tam thi
ta c6 thé xép tiéng Cao Lan vao cing
nhém vdi tiéng Gidy, tire 14 ciing thudc
tiéu nhom Tai Béac. Néu lay tiéu chi
xu huong cach tan lam trong thi ta
phai xép tiéng Cao Lan vao cling nhom
v6i tiéng Tay, tirc 1a cing thudc tiéu
nhom Tai Trung tam.

4. Mot vai nhan dinh

Nhu ching t61 da néu ¢ trén, cac
tai liéu dan toc hoc déu khing dinh
rang nguoi Cao Lan von timg cu tra
6 ving Quang Dong, Quang Tay (Trung
Qudc), di di cu sang Viét Nam vao
nhiéu thoi diém khac nhau va bang
nhiéu con duong khac nhau. Cudn Gidi
thiéu cdac dan téc thiéu sé ¢ T uyén
Quang, 1972 ciing da viét 16 “Sach
huong hoa ctia dong bao thudng ghi:
Dai Minh quéc, Quang Dong tinh, Hai

Bic dao, Liém chau s&, Kham chau
huyén...” [1, 90]. Ching ta ciing déu
biét rang Quang Dong va Quang Tay
von 1a khu vuc cu tra 1au doi coa cu
dan Béch Viét (Bai Yue). Tén goi Choang
(Zhuang) chi chinh thire xudt hién tir
thoi Tong va duge dung cho dén ngay
nay. Cong dong Choang ¢ Trung Qudc
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dugc chia lam hai nhom: Choang Bic
va Choang Nam. Pung nhu tén goi
ctia chiing, Choang Béc noi mot ngon
ngit thudc tiéu nhom Tai Béc; trong
khi Choang Nam lai ndi mot ngbn ngir
thudc tiéu nhom Tai Trung tdm. V&
dai thé, Choang Béc ¢ xu hudng tap
trung hon vé phia Bic ving Ludng
Quang trong khi Choang Nam lai tap
trung dong hon ¢ khu vuc phia Nam.
Tuy nhién, nhin chung khong c6 mot
ranh gidi rd rang va tinh tranh cu tra
dan xen l1a pho bién. Nhu vay, ta co
thé hinh dung cac kha nang sau vé
ngudn gdc toc ngudi cua cong dong
Cao Lan:

Thtt nhat, nguoi Cao Lan von 1a
cu dan Choang Bic, sau d6 do tiép
xuc cong cu véi cac cu dan Choang
Nam lau doi nén da bi anh hudng boi
céch phat 4m cua tiéng Choang Nam.

Thir hai, ngudi Cao Lan von 1a
cu dan Choang Nam, sau do ciing do
tiép xtic cong cu ma vay muon nhiéu
tor vung tleng Choang Bac.Trong do
c6 ca nhitng tr dac trung cho ngdén
ngit Choang Bic.

Thir ba, ngudi Cao Lan vén 1a
cu dén Choang ndi mot phuong ngir
Dao’. Sau do, trong qua trinh cong cu
lau doi véi cong dong néi tiéng Tai
d6ng hon nén di chuyén sang néi mot
ngon nglr Tai nhu Haudricourt [7c]
da gia dinh.

Chung toi lya chon gia thuyét
thir nhat b(n vi trén thue té, tir vung
co ban 13 yéu t6 ¢6 “d6 phan ra” thap
nhéat, chdm nhat trong toan bg tir vung
cua mot ngdn ngi. O trén ching ta
cling da thay ti 1€ tir chung cting nguon
goc cao gitra tleng Cao Lan voéi tleng
Gidy va sy c6 mat déu dan cua céc tir

chimg cta tiéu nhoém Tai Bic trong
tiéng Cao Lan. Trong khi d6, ngit 4m
lai 13 yéu t6 d& va sém bi anh hudng
hon theo thoi gian do nhiing nhan t6
bén trong va ngoai ngon ngir.

Trong dot dién da tai Bac Giang
(2004), ching t6i di dugc cu Tong
Vin Binh, 76 tudi, thén Céng Ludc,
x3 Péo Gia cho biét: "trudc ddy, Cao
Lan nhu nguoi vg 1€ trong gia dinh,
chi dugc séng & dudi nha ngang".
C6 mét thuc té 1a ngdn ngit clia cong
dong c6 vi thé thap thuong chiu anh
huong ciia ngdn ngit ciia cong dong
¢6 vi thé cao hon. Nguoi Cao Lan rat
c6 thé von 1a cu dan Choang Bic, di
cu xudng phia Nam ving Ludng
Quang va cu trii ¢ khu virc ¢ da sb
cu dan noi tiéng Choang Nam. Trong
truong hop nay, cach phat am cua
ngudi Cao Lan bi anh huong 1a diéu
dé hiéu. Sy co mit cua tir vung géc
Dao nhw: pam™ (bim)... 13 do qua
trinh tiép xuc 1au doi va né chi luu
lai ddu 4n tiép xuc nay ¢ mot vai tir
1¢ te.

Tom lai, tir tit ca nhimg ct liéu
va phan tich & trén, chiing i cho rang
tiéng Cao Lan von thudc tiéu nhom
Tai Béc. Trong qué trinh cu tra va di
cu, ho di tiép xuc vai cac cong dong
nodi cac ngon ngir Tai Trung tam va
luu lai ddu 4n cua cac xuc tiép nay
trong hé thong nglr am ctia minh. Nguon
gbc Tai Béc cua tiéng Cao Lan van
con duge luu giit trong von tr vung
co ban cua ho. Pac biét 1a cac tir chiing
Tai Bic van duoc bao luu.

Chiing t6i van cho rang dé c6 két
luan thuyét phuc hon vé van dé nay
can phai co mot cong trinh nghién ctru
sau hon, xem xét ki hon ca vé tir vung
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1an cAc qua trinh cach tAn ngit 4m trén
mot dién tu liéu 16n hon & nhiéu ngdn
ngtt Tai khac nhau. Pay cling la nhi¢ém
vu dugc chung t6i1 dat ra trong cac
nghién ctru tiép sau.

CHU THICH

' Nha ngén ngit hoc nguoi My - cha
dé cua phwong phadp ngir thoi hoc.

2 Tén goi Choang ciing dugc dimg dé
chi chung cong dong dan tc thiéu sé song
0 Qudng Pong va Qudng Tay noi cac ngon
ngit Tai, Yao va Mong.
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SUMMARY

The lexicostatistical method has
been used in this article to clarify the
position of Cao Lan in Tai languages.
Swadesh’s wordlist includes 200 basic
words was compared between Cao Lan
and three other Tai languages representing
for Central Tai (Tay language), Southwestern
Tai (Thai language) and Northern Tai
(Giay language). Results of this statistic
as well as testing-words characterizing
subgroups of Tai languages lead us to
the conclusion that Cao Lan language
belongs to Northern Tai.



