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Tom tit: Van Cao co6 nhitng dong gop quan trong Vé tho, tuy nhién viéc nghién ciru tho éng
dén nay van con nhiéu van dé dé ngo. Tiép cdn tho Vin Cao tir binh dién tw duy givp li gidi
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ddy, chiing téi khéng nhin t duy tho nhitng pham trii, ma tdp trung phan tich sw trién hién
cde sdc thdi tw duy Van Cao qua nhitng thé gici nghé thudt tho. Trén co s¢ phiong phdp hé
thong va cdi nhin lich str, bai viét nghién cveu ddc diém, dién trinh tw duy tho Vin Cao qua
cdc chang dwong sang tac nham chi ra sw doc dao riéng cé va nhitng dong gop cia éng doi
Vvéi tién trinh tho ca Viét Nam nhw hién dai.
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1. MO PAU

Van Cao 1a ngh¢ si thién tai. Trong hanh trinh sang tao cua minh, dng c6 nhiing dong gop
Xuat sac trén ca ba linh vuc nghé thuat: Am nhac, hoi hoa va thi ca. Thuc tlen cho thiy, Van Cao
dugc cong chung va gidi nghién ctru ghi nhan nhimmg déng gép 16n lao vé 4m nhac va mot phan
cua hdi hoa, song trén linh vyc tho ca, viéc nghién ctru va gidi thi€u Van Cao van con mot khoang
tréng kha 1én. Cac bai viét, cong trinh nghién ctru tho Van Cao xuét hién rai rac trén cac béo, tap
chi. Tiéu biéu trong sé d6, chang han nhu: “Nhé Vian Cao va cau chuyén lam tho” ctua Hoang
CAm [1], “Cam nhan Vin Cao” cua Hoang Phu Ngoc Tudng [2], “Vian Cao tho” ctiia Thanh Thao
[3], “Ba bién khiic ciia Van Cao” cia Nguyén Trong Tao [4], “Vin Cao 14 khat vong” ctia Ping
Tién [5], “Nha tho Vin Cao” cua Thién Son [6], “Tho chan thuong cua Vin Cao” cia Vin Gia
[7], “Vian Cao, mot tiéng tho vang vang ca 1ong ca day” ctia Nguyén Hoai Nam [8], “Van Cao tho
- hém qua va hom nay” ctia Bui Viét Thing [9]...

Qua khao sat, chiing t6i nhan thiy, cac bai viét v& Vin Cao chu yéu tip trung tiép can con
nguoi tiéu str, hanh trinh sang tac va thé g161 ngh¢ thuét tho ong, trong khi van dé tu duy ngh¢
thuat, mot dic tinh cbt 16 lam nén ban sac Van Cao lai chua dugc quan tam thoa dang. 0 day,
chiing t6i quan niém, ban sic va dong gop cua nha tho trong tién trinh van hoc khong nim &
hanh trinh sy ki€n, hanh trinh lich sir sang tac, ma & mdt van dé cbt 15i: hanh trinh cua tu duy.
Tu duy tho Vin Cao chiu su quy dinh boi dic diém tam - sinh 1y, cé tinh, kinh nghiém séng,
kinh nghiém tham mi va méi trudng van héa - xa hoi, thoi dai cua nha tho. Nét doc ddo trong
tu duy tho Van Cao thé hién rd nhét trong quan niém, céi nhin va nhiing trién hién thi phap
mang dam ca tinh sang tao cua ong.

2. NOI DUNG NGHIEN CUU

Trong Mdy y nghi vé tho (1957), Van Cao vi viéc doc mot nha tho gidng nhu di theo mot
dong song 16n ma ¢ do “du bat dau tir khiic nao, du ghé vao bén nao, chung ta déu phai nghi la
ngugc 1én nguon thi dudng dai 1am, ma xudi ra bién thi bién con xa” [10]. O mdt cho khac cua
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bai, ong chiém nghiém: “Cudc doi va Nghé thuat cia nha tho phai 1a nhirng dong song 16n cang
troi cang thay doi, cang tréi cang mé rong” [11].

Vé tho, Vin Cao sang tac khong nhiéu (khoang trén dudi 70 bai) nhung tho la truong hop dac
biét cﬁa‘ﬁng. bac biét trude hét & cho, tho Van Cao chu yéu duoc tao sinh & phﬁ’ng thoi diém nhiéq
thang trim nhat cua cudc doi. Phan tich hanh trinh tu duy tho Van Cao, s€ thay sy van dong cua thé
gi61 ngh¢ thuat tho va nhiing dong goép doc dao cua nha tho trong tién trinh tho ca Viét Nam hién dai.
2.1. Giai doan trudc 1945

Trudc 1945, Van Cao chu yéu sadng tac nhac va tung co trién 1am hoi hoa. Céc bai tho da
cong bd giai doan nay chi chimg khoang mudi bai: Li khach, Link cam tién, Ai vé Kinh Bc,
Dém ngan, Dém muwa, Mot dém dan lanh trén song Hué..., va hai bai tho duoc chinh ong phé
nhac thanh cic ca khuc bat hu: Bai tho bén suéi (ca kKhic Sudi mo), Thu cd lieu. C6 thé chia tho
Vin Cao thoi ky nay lam hai nhanh. Nhanh thi nhat 13 nhitng bai mang 4m hudng ling man
hoai ¢ “dep - buon - xa ving” pha chut tram hung - bi trang, mot tong tho vén di kha pho bién
bay gio (kiéu Tong biét hanh ciia Tham Tam, Ddm vé cua Nguyén Dinh Tién...): “Xot doi linh
thi khong tén tu6i/Ca mét nghin thday doi ldy thanh/N6i dén cuje doi con chcfng tiéc/Tiéc gi
nuwde mdt don dwa anh!” (Li khach) [12]; “Hoi nguoi cudi ngua vé Kinh Bac/Té oi gui dua thu
hé me gia/Cé thét song 1oi t6i yéu quad/Nguwa déu chan chay nhac cang xa” (Ai vé Kinh Bic)...
Dén Mot dém dan lanh trén séng Hué, Bai tho bén sudi, Thu cd lidu, c6 thé xem la nhanh thi
hai, tho Van Cao di qua Tho méi, cham vao ¢di tugng trung, nhudn nhi v6i cach dung nhac
diéu, biéu tuong trong dién ta cam xuc, phang phét truc gidc mo hd: “Ndy ndy to dong nhip nhip
d6i/ Long ndng ngon ngot lai dau méi/Nay em hat khiic twong tw nhé/Ngam khé em oi nhe nhe
loi/Sao dan u hoai gi mita thu?/Sao dan u hoai gi mua thu?/Tri am nghe thir ddy dong vong/Lac
long dém vang khi nhac ru” (Mot dém dan lanh trén song Hué); “Sudi mo bén rimg thu
vang/Dong nuwée tréi ling 16 ngodi nang/Ngay chiea di sao gié vieong?/Bo xanh ngdt bong déi
cdy thity dwong” (Bai tho bén sudi). ..

Nhu thé, trong giai doan trude 1945 (khoang tir 1939 - 1945), mic dau khong chu tim sang
tac tho va sang tac khong nhiéu, song tu duy tho Vin Cao da c6 su chuyén dich mau le tir Tho
moi ling man sang Tho méi tuong trung, mot dinh cao ciia truong tho lang man. Piéu nay cho
thiy phan xa nghé thuat nhay bén trong tu duy Vian Cao trén con dudng sang tic va cach tan tho.
Nho d6, nhitng bai tho giai doan nay con neo lai dugc véi thoi gian.

2.2. Giai doan 1945 - 1954

Niam 1945, Van Cao viét Chiéc xe xdc qua phwong Da Lac, bai tho danh dau bude dich
chuyén quan diém thAm mi ciia Vin Cao, md dudng cho mot kiéu tu duy tho sudt quing thoi
gian sau d6. Thé gioi tho dep, budn, ¢ ‘c6 lieu”, “tich liéu” khép lai, nhuong chd cho mot Vin
Cao din than, sat gan véi tiéng rén xiét, gao réo cua nhirng 16p nguoi can lao dau khé. Luc
nay, Van Cao di 1a nguoi ctia cach mang, nhung bai tho duoc dng viét ra trong cam trang tinh
than ctia mot thi nhan. Khac vdi “cai nhin ling man”, “bat phap tuong trung” trudc diy,
Chiéc xe xdc qua phwong Da Lac, dudi “cai nhin cuc thuc” va bat phap huyén ao - kinh dj da
v€ ra mot hién canh am u, mot khong gian dia nguc ngay gitta long Ha Noi: “Ngd tw nghiéng
nghiéng dom lira/Chdp ch(fn do héa ta ma [...)/Péi ddy hong ldu mé cira phdn sa/Rii ruoi téc
nhitng hinh hai dia nguc” ... Poc Chiéc xe xdc qua phuwong Da Lac, cb cam giac nhu dang
xem moQt by phim ma kinh d1 ma ¢ do, moi gidc quan bi chiém ngop khién doc gla khong it
lan ring minh ghé so. Trung tdm cua dém tdi dia nguc 1a hinh anh “chiéc xe ma”. Anh sang

“chap chon”; hinh anh “rii rugi toc”, “4o thé-hoa rii rugi luon dém truong”, “ting my- -thé rac
hoi dén phu the” “dam dia ra rich”; thanh am “lanh ngét tiéng ca nhi phach giuc”, “chudi tién
cuoi lanh 1€0”, “hun hut gi6”, “banh nghlen nhwa duong nghe sao sao”; dong tac thay déu goi
chét choc tang thuong (“vac xuong do $07)... Chiéc xe xdc qua phu"ong Dg Lac 1a mdt di¢p
khuc thé luong, vo vong, mo 4o gitta thé gidi nguoi séng va thé gidi chap chon dia nguc noi
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x6m cb dau. Ciing phai noi, trong lich st thi ca, it khi Thing Long - Ha Noi dugc vé trong
canh tang thuong nhu thé.

Muia thu nam 1945, bdo tap cach mang nd ra. Khong gian mién Béc xoay chuyén nhu vii bio.
Vian Cao vura lam cach mang, vira lam nghé thuat. Cach mang thuan chiéu cho nghé¢ thuat moi,
nhung v&i nghé thuat néi chung thi khong phai bao gid ciing gian don nhu vay. Trong mot 1an tro
chuyén voi Hoang Phit Ngoc Tudng, ong noi: “Doi t6i khat vong nghé thuat hon 14 phai cam
sung. Thoi 1943 - 1944, day duat cua t6i la cach mang hay nghé thuat? Tir nam 41 t6i da lam cam
tinh cach mang nhung chwra bao gid mudn tham gia mot cach ding dén, vi lam cach mang thi phai
b6 nghé thuat. Nam 1944 nguoi chét doi ddy duong. T6i day, t6i thay nghé thuat khong con ngoc
ngach nao dé séng: cai d6i & ngudi nghé si con gidy vo hon cai doi ciia nguoi dan thoi do, vi day
la cai doi cua ca mdt dan tdc. Toi nhan 161 tham gia nhap ngti” [13].

Giai doan 1945 - 1954, khac voi phan 16n cac nha tho mé mai reo vui, lang lang trén mat dat,
Van Cao khéng su thi hoa hién canh, ma kién dinh 16i tho riéng, khong hoa 1an trong tiéng hat,
tiéng thét thoi dai, ngay o nhing bai tho nhin cudc doi bang con mét mai. Noi khac di, con ngudi
cach mang Vin Cao khong l4n 4t hay che khuit con ngudi nghé si voi mot tryc gidc va su nhay
cam qua lon. Van Cao cach mang ma van rat Vén Cao. Ngoai 6 mua dong 1946 1a mot thi du
(khong phai ngau nhién, ba muoi ndm sau, vao “mua xuan dAu tién”, nam 1976, trong tleng nhac
lap lanh reo vui, van hién ra mot d6i mét u tram). Diém qua quéng d(n budn véi chét giong trim
lang 1a cach kiém dién lich sir riéng ¢ ciia Van Cao: “Em gdi Nga Tw S6/Anh nguoi tho Nam
Pong/(Pém xénh ca khon khé/Pdp tan dan khi nhac méi ménh mong)/Xéac anh vii lira dan/Xdc
em vui bén anh/Khoi sung mo bay nhat ca xom tranh/Lita bung lén chay ruc phia do thanh/Cua
6!/Cira 6!/Cira 6!/Oai hing/Dir déi” ... Dé rdi ctr thé, “Bay nhiéu ngudi doi kho”, rdi “Bay nhiéu
ngudi dau kho da vuon cao”. Dudng nhu, ngay cé khi viét trong tim thé reo vui, 1ap lanh hi vong
vao cudc doi thay lich str v&i cam hung sir thi cao nhét, Van Cao van chua bao gio 1a con nguoi
clia s6 dong. Chinh x4c hon, ong ludn cam nhan dugc minh trong dam dong, nhu trude kia, 6ng
cam thdy minh trong sau tham vii tru. Tiéng tho ciia 6ng 13n vao trong, diy d6 phang phat anh mat
u sau ctia mot ngudi ua quan sat. Ngoai 6 mia déng 1946 (in 1948) dugc viét trong mot do 1ui
thoi gian. Bai tho mang dam tinh hién thyc suy tudng, vura thoi sy, vira lfmg sdu vé mot Ha Noi
hao hung, dau thuong gio xa xdm trong mién nhd. Cau két phang phat mo hd: Mia xudn vé giira
chién hao xa...

Vin Cao tdm niém, tho ca trudc hét phai 1a sy dn than. Trong Mdy y nghi vé tho, dng viét:
“Pén véi cude doi, nha tho khong chiu dung mot su may rii ma phai chu dinh thanh lap nén su
thim mi cho ngudi doc, chu dong xdy dung con ngudi biét tu tuéng cam xic va cam gidc tinh té
nhu minh trong x@ hoi duong thoi va trong ca sau nay” [14]. Ong ciing thdu hiéu sy nghiét ngi
cua nghe thuat: Nguoi ta “khong mudn nghe lai nhu’ng y nhitng 101 da cii... Nguoi ta yéu nhitng
ngudi cd mo dudng ma that bai, yéu nhirg ngudi biét that bai ma dam mo duong” [15].

Khong con nghi ngo gi nita, diéu 1am thanh moét Vian Cao nhu thé 1 ¢t cach nghé si va ban
linh ctia 6ng. Nam 1949, trong cudc tranh luan vé tho khong van tai Viét Bic, trong s rat it nguoi
dung vé Nguyén Dinh Thi, ¢6 Van Cao. Quan niém nay nguoc véi cai nhin phd quat dwong thoi
vé tinh dai chung trong tho, dong thoi cling 13 sy vuot qua hé hinh Tho méi. Lic nay, khong gian
tho sir thi chiém thé uu thang, tho ca chuyén trang thai, tir Tho mdi, tho hién dai tro vé st thi
huyén thoai, Van Cao véan kién nhan con duong hién dai cta riéng ong. Dén day ta méi hiéu, khai
niém “d6i méi” dung cho vin hoc sau 1986 duong nhu chi ding véi nén vin hoc st thi va nhiing
quan tinh cua nd. Trong dong chay van chuong 1945 - 1975, ¢ nhitng khong gian hep (va khong
may duoc khuyén khich), cau chuyén d6i méi tho van am i dién ra, trong nhing can phong riéng,
ctia mot s6 nha tho tién phong, va boi nhitng 1y do riéng chung, da chiu khong it thiét thoi.

Lich st tao ra kiéu nghé si nhu Van Cao, chon 161 séng tach ra khdi dam dong, va dén luot
minh, 6ng ciing gbp phan tao ra cai lich sir 4y. Trong tho, khi ¢t nghé st Van Cao boc 16 qua cai
nhin cta 6ng voi con ngudi, voi cude doi, va véi chinh tho ca. Khong phai ngiu nhién, Chiéc xe
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xdc qua phiwong Da Lac va Ngoai 6 miia déng 1946 duge xem 13 nhitng thi pham doc dao va xuat
sdc cua tho ca Viét Nam giai doan chong Phap 1945 - 1954,

2.3. Giai doan 1954 - 1975

Giai doan 1954 - 1975, trudng ca Nhitng nguoi trén cira bién (1956) dong mot vai tro then
chét trong sy nghiép Van Cao, theo ca nghia den va nghia bong cua tur nay. Nhiing nguoi trén cira
bién gdm 4 phan: 1. Ai biét Hai Phong 1a dau; IL. Tinh yéu va khat vong; III. Nhirng ngay dong
bién; IV. Nhitng ngay béo hi¢u mua xuan. Nhitng nguoi trén cira bién thé hién sirc voc cam xic
va ndi lyc manh liét caa Van Cao. Khac véi phan 16n cac bai tho truée d6 (va duong nhu cd phan
tuong hop véi Ngoai 6 miia déng 1946), Nhitng nguoi trén cira bién chen 1an nhitng cam xuc st
thi hao hung, song trén hét, van 13 mot cam trang va rung dong nghé si riéng c6 cia Vin Cao,
khién 6ng c6 nhimg cdu tho hay dén siing so: “Sinh ra téi dd cé Hdi Phong/Pdu nha méi trong
cay man”; “Téi hay di trén cau swong/Nita dém thirc gidc/Thdy minh bay cing tinh ti/Ngay dén
long t6i xép canh”. Ca ngoi Hai Phong, ca ngoi cudc séng mai, nhung trudng ca tuyét nhién
khéng ¢ cau tir guong ¢ép, thé lg. Van Cao viét vé Hai Phong v6i mot tinh yéu ménh liét tham
sau. Trong nhitng phut gidy xuc dong nhét, xtic cam van dugce don nén that chat, that siu qua ting
con chit, nhu tinh cam cta 6ng voi qué huong, voi t6 qudc me hién: “Con d‘wo"ng toi di/Sau lung
la di vang/Hai ban tay béi dat song, lap song ldp ngoi/Nhiing ngay mua con dw dm trong diéu
hat/Trueoc mat toi 1roi ddt rong bao la/Tiéng me hat bén noz/Nhu" uong nudc con séng biét ngon
biét nguon/Mét tiéng vang vang ca long cd dday/Di vang song voi t6i/Sau nhw long song khiic
bién”.

Su thay doi tim trang ctia Van Cao ciing tu nhién trong mach tho dy: “Nhitng nam Hai Phong
ddy bién dong/Poi t6i nhu cdi phao trén mdt bién/Cé nam nguwoi ta danh Hoa Kiéu/Ban cha téi vé
chét bén cay man/Cé nam xém bac trang mau véi/Nhitng b6 chiéu kin kin di ngoai ngé (...) Co
buia liém lai bay dau éng khoi/Chiing téi nhin nhau tin twéng bt dau” ...

Niém tin nhen 1én, nit ra thanh nhitng cau tho run réy, cham sdu vao da thit, 1én khoe mat
con tim: “Sau nhitng ngay dong bién/Nhu nhii 1én nhitng canh mdn non/Nhitng nu hoa dang no
hong hong (...)/Nhitng déi chan trdang ngan trén cé/Nhing ngon tay quan quyt (...) Nhitng cdi
hén luén méi/Cdi hén dau tién”.

Khac voi phan 16n cac nha tho dwong thoi, ngay khi dang tran day niém tin xay dung cudc
song mai, Van Cao da nhin ra mat trai cta xa hoi, cua thoi cudc, nhitng goc khuét cua con nguoi,
va quan trong hon, 6ng dam cong nhién ndi ra didu 4y trong tho: “Trong nhitng ngay khé khan
chong chdt/Ké thir cia ching ta xudt hién/Nhitng con rong dat khi dé khi xanh/Lan trong hang
ngii/Nhitng con boi ca/Ddu trén nhiing ddy buom/Pang do muc nwdc/Nhitng con bach tudc/Bao
tay chdn co dim mgt con nguoi”... Chinh cai nhin hién thyc va khat vong vé céi toan bich khién
Nhitng ngu’m trén cira bién tré nén vam V0, xudt sic vuot thoi gian.

Viét v& Hai Phong, noi ddu song ngon giod, song stc khai quat cua truong ca lai 1a cau
chuyén dat nuéc, nhu cau tho éng viét: "T6i yéu Hai Phong nhw Viét Nam nho lai/Téi yéu Viét
Nam nhu t6i biét yéu téi". V& trudng ca Nhitng nguoi trén cira bién, Nguyén Pinh Thi cho ring
d6 13 “nhitng cau tho bién hoa ma chan chit, ning nghia tinh v4i cudc doi lam 1 nhitng con
nguoi dd 1am nén Hai Phong cua dat nude”, “bai tho iy da in diu khong nhoa trong tho hién dai
cuata” [16].

C6 thé ndi, Nhitng nguoi trén cira bién 1a két tinh dinh cao tai ning, trang chi, ¥ thirc cong
dan va con nguoi nghé si Van Cao, xtrng dang 1a mot ki€t tac cua tho ca Vi¢t Nam hién dai.

Tho ca duong nhu gan chat voi ban ménh, than phén nha tho. Ngay sau Truong ca Nhiing
nguoi trén cira bién, sau tleng reo mot minh”, 1a ndi u 4m khon ngudi, mot dy cam u hoai Ve

tuong lai: “Tdt cd hudng vé bién/Bot cik tan trén bdi cdat xa/Ma civa bién van im lim chiea mé”
(Anh c6 nghe khong, 1956).
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Nhu di néi, tho Vin Cao chu yéu 1a tiéng noi thim. Ong chon noéi tham, hay lich sir chon 6ng
dé no6i tham, trong nhitng phut cudng nd nhit va ¢ nhing thdi doan tiéng néi sb dong wu thing.
Sau sy kién “Nhan van - Giai phém”, Van Cao séng khép minh nhu mot von di dinh ménh. Tu
day 13 quing doi u un budn ba cia 6ng, nhung ciing 1 lic tho dng c6 nhirng nhanh 1& da dang
nhat. Giai doan ndy, Van Cao gin nhu ding ngoai moi sinh hoat vin nghé s6 dong. Ong khong
con viét ca khuc, khong v€ tranh son dau, chi Iam tranh minh hoa, trang tri san khéu, v& bia sach,
va tham ling viét tho. Tam hon ong ngao du va dinh chét trong nhiing cudn so tho. Tho 6ng thoi
ky nay nhu hat mam nay ra tir cay déing, va theo 18 thudng, s& I nhitng hat mam quy gia va thanh
thuc nhét.

Vian Cao c¢6 don nhung khong don doc. Xung quanh 6ng co rat nhidu ban vin, gan hoic xa, &
nhiing thé cach khac nhau, cung Itra bén troi. Hoang Cam, Tran Dan, Lé Dat, Dang Dinh Hung,
Phing Quan... va rat nhidu nguoi tré. C6 thé néi, vo con va nhiing ngudi ban van nghé ludn cong
cam bén ong trong tinh yéu manh liét thim siu da gitp 6ng, va cung 6ng di qua song gio thoi
cudc. Tuy nhién, khac véi Tran Dan niu vao tho thi giac, dong dao, Dwong Tudng chon 18i tho
“con am”, tho ngoai 11, Lé Pat di tim “bong chir”, Hoang Cam nwong niu vao Kinh Bic, Vin
Cao lai chon cach nhin théng vao hién thyc. Tt 1960 la giai doan u uén, d6i kho, dan vit cia Vin
Cao. C9 18, khi ¢6 don, ngudi ta s€ “nghe, nhin, ngh, trai, thiy” dugc nhidu hon vé su séng - cai
chét, vé diing - sai, that - gia, vé cai tham sau ctia long nguoi. Poi dién minh trong nhimng bai tho
chép s6 va bong tdi can phong, voi nhitng u uan doi minh, Vian Cao nghe thay: “Tiéng kéu ¢ trong
16i/C6 x6t xa 6 ca vui mimg/Tiéng kéu ciia mét khiic thép dé/Trong chdu nwde” (Can).

Giai doan nay, c6 mot Van Cao ludn cat van cudc doi. Cai nhin Van Cao xuyén thau thuc tai,
vira cuc thyuc, phin nd, vira x6t xa: “Chiing né con ¢ lai/Trong nhitng do dai den nham hiém/Bé c6
bé chan deo tji dc cho nguoi/ Chung no con o lai/Trong nhitng ti sdach gia dinh (...) Ching no
con & lai/Trong nhitng tuéi bén mueoi.../Chung quanh con nhitng nguoi khén ngoan/Khéng cé
mom/Mit khéng bao gio nhin thang (...) Anh c6 thdy khéng/Ché ndo ciing c6 tiéng/Chwa néi
Ién.” (Anh c6 nghe khdng, 1956).

Udc mong tu do tan theo may khoi. “Con vet” 1a mot an du chua chat cua Vin Cao, phai vay
chang: “Mot con vet tir dau lai/Hday con biét bay/Mot con vet tir nha ai lai/Hay con biét bay
(...)/T6i tim mét soi xich to hon/Lan nay hdn sé khong bay di n6i/Ngdy ngay han dirng im nhin
16i/Kéu lén mét vai tiéng lanh lanh/Tréng mdt con c¢é vé hung dit/Nhwng soi xich thi khd to va
nang/Vai thang sau téi tha han/Vi nghi lan than vé cdi tw do/Nhwng hdn khéng bay nita/Van song
tha than bén cong gao” (Con vet, 1957).

Lich sir va thoi cude khién long ngudi chia cit. Ban be ké & ngudi di. “Nhitng ngudi di buoi
day/Bdy gio con lai bao nhiéu”. Trén doan doi hoang lanh, Vin Cao may mén co ngudi vo tao
khang, ba Thuy Bang, nguoi ma khong it lan 6ng neo giri ndi ¢d don trong trang viét. Hoa ra, tac
gid Quoc ca hung trang rat nhidu khi hién ra trong hinh hai mot nguoi dan 6ng nhé bé, run ray,
mong manh: “Nhitng lic nay lai viii dau vao em/Déi méi em mot hoi ruweou nong/Chiing ta ngii tim
mét con mong/Quén mot ban ngay di qua nhoc nhan chiu dung/Biét bao nhiéu lan tim quén nhu
dém nay” (Quén, 1957); “Em ¢ ddy voi anh/Cho bot lanh sang mua xudn ndo niec/Thit da em cho
anh sudi/Hoi dm minh con chim khuyén/Trong long ban tay/Run ray” (Nam budi sang khong c6
trong su that, 1960); “Giita nhitng ngdy dang dic/Chi con khuén mdt em/Sang trong va binh
lang/Du hai diea chung ta/Chwa lic nao sung suong (...)/Trén dwong di/Khuén mat em lam
giéng/Pé anh tim lam ddy ngoc chau/Oi khudn mdt sang trong va binh lang/Téi dwoe dau tién va
con lai cuéi ciing” (Khudn mit em, 1974). Trong cam niém ctia Van Cao, chi tinh yéu dich thuc
moi du stc hoa giai sy phi li, v nghia, nhimg bét cong va kho dau cua cude doi nay, chi tinh yéu
m&i giup chung ta vuot qua c6 don va cai chét.

Doc nhitng cau tho thé nay méi thay cai thao thirc, c6 ddc trong con ngudi nghé si cua Vian
Cao: “Nhitng tw tuong sau nhw long mo/Nhing khat vong ménh mong khong day mong manh
(...)/Nhitng budi triwa séng trong muwoi ndm téi it song/Trong muoi nam trén dwoc di khéng kip
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rdo mé héi” (Trén duong, 1957). Ciing chinh Vin Cao tré thanh mot trong sb rat it cic nha tho
n6i vé nhitng ving dau, trong boi canh “khéng duge phép” dy. Nhitng cdu tho trong bai Giri me
cho thiy sy min cam va can trudng cua ong, ciing 1a bang chimg dé khang dinh, Van Cao khong
vi bat ctr Iy do gi dé noi nguoc trai tim minh: “Me 70 tuéi r6i/Sau dira con xa me/Nhé con tim hoc
chit/Khang chién cho dua thu/Mot cdi thw thir nhat/Mét dira chét Son Tay/Mot cai thu thi
hai/Mét dira chét Nam Dinh/Mot cdi thu thir ba/M¢t dira chét Ha Nam/Mot cdi thu thir tu/Me
khéng doc dwoc nita/Mdt me da loa réi...” (Gii me, 1957).

Cung thoi gian viét Mdy Y nght vé tho, Van Cao tuyén ngon dut khoat, nhung la sy dut khoat
cua mot tan phai: “Giita sw song va cdi chét/Téi chon sw song/Pé bao vé sw song/Téi chon cdi
ét” (Chon, 1957).

Khac voi cac nha tho duong thoi, cudn minh theo dong thac lich sir, Van Cao cham chu nhin
sau vao 1ong ngudi. Cam thirc chua x6t nay, khong it 1an nguoi ta bat gap trong tho 6ng: “T6i da
gap lai anh/Im lim nhw mét birc tranh/Nguweoi anh det nhw mét con dao/Gay nhiéu vét thirong cho
ban hitu/Anh mang trong téi nhiéu bé mat/Pdu la cdi cudi ciing/Chi con hai con mdt/Tring da
khéng thé doi lira” (V& mot ngudi ban, 1960).

Cuing thoi ky nay, Van Cao viét Nam buéi sang khéong c6 trong sw thdt. O ddy, thém mot 1an
md tip “bién mét” cua van chuong phi li dugc tai hién. Dung cai phi li dé dién ta nhiing su that
tAm trang va cai vo nghia, gia tra ciia con ngudi, bai tho thap thoang bong hinh ciia chii nghia hu
vO, mot tiéng tho lac di€u hoan toan so vdi khong gian van hoc st thi dang théng ngu thoi diém
d6. “I) Ngii ddy mét sang/Ca phé bién dau mat/Khong mot bong ngwoi di (...) 1) Budi sdng nay
khéng nghe tiéng chim hot/Téi buéc di khéng thdy tiéng chan di.../Hinh nhw noi day/Bi day trong
im lang; III) Budi sang nay khéng phdi minh thirc ddy/Mot nguoi nao dé trong téi dang thé
(...)/Tir phiit dy, t6i khéng con thit nita; IV) Budi sang nay ca phé phwong nhw mé hoi/Moi ngueoi
deo mat na di choi (...)/Ho vui lam sao/O kia/Nuwéc mdit mé héi/Sao chdy ra trén timg mdt
na/Tirng con ngueoi/Voi vang lau mé héi va nwée mat/Trén nhitng mat na gidy boi: V) Nhitng canh
cira déu khéa chat/Trong gian phong trong suot thity tinh/Em ¢ ddy véi anh/Cho bét lanh sdang
mua xudn nao nvec (...) (1960).

Vin Cao von lam tho rat it, giai doan nay 6ng chu yeu Vlet cho minh, do thé su ¢6 don duong
nhu cang vong dong tham thia hon. N&i ¢6 don c6 18 bat nguon tr mot truc giac nghe si qua lon
ctia nha tho: “Cé hic/ban ngdy nghe ld rung sao hodang hot/cé hic/nwée mdt khong thé chay ra
ngoai duwoe” (C6 0c, 1963), dé rdi: “Khi t6i hii Ién thit to/Khéng nghe lléng toi nita/Nhu vién da
roi vao im lang/Nhitng ngon nili dung 1én den triii/Bo mot cdi viee khong 16 (LOng nui, 1963)...

Tho Vin Cao danh nhiéu tdm tu cho ban. Bai nao ciing c6 vé riéng, tran diy thuong mén.
Diéu dic biét 13, ong luon nhin thdy ¢ nhitng ngudi ban cia minh nhitng goc khuét, goc budn,
khoang tréng, bat ké ho dang nd khi hay ling 1& 4m tham.

V6i Nguyén Huy Tudng: “Téi van thdy sau chén tra nhé/Mét khoang trong tham siu’ "(Voi
Nguyén Huy Tudng, 1960); voi Nguyén Tuan: “Chiing t6i néi nhuw khéng néi/Im ling néi nhiéu
hon (...)/Mdt anh va mdt t6i/Mot I6p tro dang dong dong kéo soi” (D01 ban, 1967); voi Nguyén
Séng: “Bdi t6i dd nhé mot ché ngoi mot khéng khi va nhé nhitng buée dém/nga nga say chang
vang trén mét con dwong tau (...)/Boi vi t6i nhin thdy & ddy chi ¢6 mot minh/va giita dém khuya
lai tré vé mot minh qua con dwong tau than byi/Toéi da lai tim mot cai gi khong thé thd’y dwroc”
(Pém quéan, 1967); v6i Bui Xuan Phai: “Tir con mdt khéng ngi/Tir ban tay khéng nghi/Anh
vé/phé Phdi/Pén lic nao pho' anh ¢6 nguweoi thém” (Phd Phai, 1967); v6i Duong Tuong: “O ddy
16i gdp mét pho mat/Sau toi va xa lag (...)/Bém nay ding bén goc bang den chay/Mot day tuong
d6 mé ra mét khodng troi sao” (Phd mét, 1967); v6i Nguyén Hong: “Riéng anh niém xiic dong
ciia t6i/Nhin anh Hai Phong ching ta con lai/Mot dwong An Duong mét con séng Cam/Nhé/Con
song nhé anh (...) Anh Nguyén Hong hi vong” (Vi Nguyén Hong, 1967)...

Nhu d noi, Van Cao khong phai ngudi duy nhat kién dinh trén con dudng hién dai héa tho.
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Mién Bac 1954 - 1975, trong nhiing khong gian dac thu lu6n c6 nhimg thi nhan a an minh trong
bong t6i, “phuc xudng dé viét”, viét ra nhitng bai tho ctia twong lai.

Co Ig, gio tach minh khéi sb dong, Van Cao c6 nhiéu thiét thoi nhung bu lai cho sy khéc biét
nghiét ngi ay, tho dng tré nén giau suy niém. C6 mot Van Cao ludn bt di sy phong nhiéu cua tir
nglr d€ bu lai bang nhiing vong dong sau xa: “T6i/Mot trai cdy mugn con sot lai canh/Vi cuoi
cung/Mua cuoi cung/Rot xuong (...)/Moi that hiéeu/Sy song that cua minh” (Sy song that, 1970).
2.4. Giai doan sau 1975

Tho Van Cao sau 1975 tiép tuc mach suy cam trir tinh - thé sy. Sau cai Miia xudn dau tién,
dit diu vui, dit diu budn Ay, 13 mot khoang trong vo bién: “Mot cdi binh vé/Mot khoang
trong/Mot nguoi di xa/Mot khoang trong ménh mong/Dém nay thay phién gdac/Anh lap
vao/khodng trong/ciia téi” (Khoang trong, 1987). Giai doan nay, Vin Cao c6 nhiing bai tho rat
hay vé Hué (Pém phd Tam Giang, 1985; Hué xuwa, 1987), vé Quy Nhon (Quy Nhon I, Quy Nhon
2, Quy Nhon 3, 1985), noi 6ng c6 nhirng ky niém dep sau mot quang tram, it khi ra khoi Ha
Noi, cling la sy tlep ndi mach cam xuc trit tinh giau suy tudng vé qué huong dat nude da c6 (va
it nhiéu bi dut gay) trong nhing giai doan trudc d6 (Bén Nguw trén thuwong cang, 1955; Nhitng
nguwoi trén cira bién, 1956; Lén Tdy Bdc, 1960; Mot dém Ha Nogi, 1967...). Ba bai tho vé Quy
Nhon ngay sau d6 dugc in trén Bao Vin nghé, chdm dit gan 30 nim ving bong tho Vin Cao
trén mat bao.

Thoi ky ndy, cam quan vé doi séng ciia Vian Cao lang dong theo mot chiéu huéng khac. Van 16i
tho suy tuong, ngon tir don nén, nhung xtc cam di chuyén héa tir u udn phang phat budn dau

sang trang thai an nhién, day do thoang chut v6 uu trude nhiing ran v& cua thoi gian: Thoi gian
qua ké tay/Lam khé nhing chiéc 1d/Ky niém trong t6i/Roi nhi tiéng soi trong long giéng
can/Riéng nhitng cau tho con xanh/Riéng nhitng bai hét con xanh. Va déi mdt em nhw hai giéng
nwoc (Thoi gian, 1987).

Cudi doi, tho Van Cao suy ngdm nhiéu vé cai “phi 1i” ciia doi minh, ciing 1 cau chuyén cua
tha nhan: “T6i chay/ toi chay /tai sao toi chay?(...)l toi chay bat mang/ gcfn hét doi (.. Téi roi
vao mang nhén/ mang nhén cuon ldy téi/ Khéng con cdach gi g6 dwoc/ t6i nhw con sdau tam/ cudc
doi cik nhu thé/muon phd cdi mang nhén t6i khong du tay” (Khuce bién tau tudi 65, 1988). Khi
cai ¢6 don nghé si khong con bam dap, wu uan, tho Vin Cao luc nay nhu nhiing dong chdy mo
hd tréi ménh méng. Tu duy va mach cam xuc trong ong duong nhu hoi ¢b vé ban nguyén cua
mua thu vinh ctru. N&i budn nhe ténh, khong con budn tan thu, mua thu mé 16i cho ngudi nghé
s thién tai budc chan vao vinh ciru: “Gid cir nhw khong/tréi qua cira s6/mét manh troi
xdm/xuéng dan/xuong dan/Cé ta do trang/loang qua khung cia/mua thu phai di/mau hoang

lan/nghe ai nhdc/nguwoi mong tim gdp/ndng chuyén dan/trén thém da cii/mia thu ndm nay/khéng
mua ngau” (Mua thu, 1992).

Tho Vin Cao chua yéu 1a tho ty do, hién dai trong cdu tir, hinh anh, tir ngir. Ong t6i gian 10i,
wa don nén. Cach dit tén nhan dé, ciu trac bai tho ludn duge 6ng la hoa, doc ddo nhung khong bi
hiém: “Tir troi xanh/roi/vai giot thap Cham/quanh Quy Nhon/t6i nhw dira nhé yéu huyén thoai”
(Quy Nhon IIl); “Thoi gian qua ké tay/lam khé nhitng chiéc 1d/Ky niém trong téi/Roi/nhi tleng
soi/trong long gleng can/Rleng nhitng cdu tho/con xanh/Riéng nhitng bai hat/con xanh/Va doi mat
em/nhuw hai giéng nwée” (Thoi gian). Ong ¥ thic rd, cai mai trong nghé thuat “dau phai 1a cai
khong c6 san”, “sy 1am méi nhitng cai sin c6 ciling 1a mot phuong phap sang tao” [17]; “Nguoi
lam tho biét thanh 1ap cho minh mét cé tinh trong suy nghi, trong tinh cam, trong cam giac..
[18]. C6 co s& dé noi, tho Vin Cao c6 nhidu dong gop vé thi phap, cAu trac, song duong nhu ndi
bat hon boi sy hién dién doc dao cua mot cdi nhzn Trong “MA4y y nghi vé tho”, Vin Cao timg boc
bach: “Chung ta d qua mot thoi ky dai thién vé cam xuc va mot thoi ky cam giac, cai thoi ky
thién vé tu tudng co phai dang bit dau khong?”.
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3. KET LUAN

Tho Vin Cao tuy khong ddi dao vé sé luong nhung cé mét vi tri dic biét trong tién trinh tho
Viét Nam hi¢n dai. Dudi cai nhin lich sir va qua phan tich thé gidi tho Van Cao, co thé nhan ra
dang net ciia mot tw duy tho vira doc déo, vira da dang. Trong cudc doi nghé si ciia minh, Van Cao
trude sau quyét im duong riéng, di duong riéng, khong theo 16i mon cua sé déng. So véi chinh
cac nha tho cach tan cung thoi nhu Tran Dan, Lé Pat, Duong Tuong, Dang Pinh Hung, tho Vin
Cao khong bam theo “dong chir”’, ma gan chdt voi hién thuc va tu tudng, trong khi khong 1an voi
$6 dong. Tu duy tho Van Cao trién hién nhuén nhi trong cai nhin, cdm nhan va dién mao thi phap
riéng, dugc hun duc tir tai ning va ban linh ciia 6ng. Vi Vin Cao, tho gin chit véi than phan cﬁa
ong. Nguyen Thuy Kha cho Vin Cao 1 ngudi “chin sém bang 4m nhac”, “chin mugn bang thi ca”
va nhiéu tiéc nudi nhét trong hoi hoa [19]. C6 thé néi, trong nhiing giai doan ngat nghéo nhét cua
cugc doi, tho Van Cao da c6 nhiing dong gOp quan trong vao tién trinh cach tan tho ca Viét theo
hudng hién dal Khong thé gian don n6i doi Vin Cao budn nhiéu hon vui, nhung chéic chan budn
dai hon vui, “cai budn luu citu”, “sau cudc vui chong tan, lai ap dén” [20]. Van Cao cam thay
minh dugc “gidi phong” va thanh than nhleu hon tir sau 1983 [21], mudn hon rat nhiéu cai “mua

’\’7

binh thuong mua vui nay di v&” ong ting viét.

Do 1ui thoi gian giup ta nhin 16 hon mét Van Cao vinh quang lay limg bén mot Van Cao
budn tii. C6 diéu chic chan la, trong nhung thoi doan thing trAm nhat cua lich s, cia doi
ngudi, Van Cao ludn quyét liét bao vé cai méi, khong bao gio phan boi 1y tudng, phan boi chinh
minh. So v6i nhitng tai danh nghé thuat cuing thé hé, Vin Cao duong nhu luodn trac viét hon ho,
vé moi nhé, ca vinh quang 13n ding cay, boi mot diéu riéng khac: 6ng mang phdm chit va ban
ménh ctia mot thién tai.
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POETIC THINKING OF VAN CAO

Abstracts: Van Cao has made prominent contributions to poetry, but the study of his poetry
has not yet received adequate attention. Approaching Van Cao's poetry from the aspect of
poetic thinking helps interpret the depths of creativity in his works, thereby observing the
changes of concepts, perspectives and plentiful of manifestations in Van Cao’s world of art.
Here, we do not consider poetic thinking in terms of categories. Instead, we focus on
analyzing the expressions of Van Cao's poetic thinking through his world of poetic art. By
using systematic methods and taking a historical perspective, the article analyzes the
characteristics of Van Cao's poetic thinking through his creating stages to point out his own
uniqueness and contributions to the process of modern Vietnamese poetry.

Keywords: Van Cao, poetry, thinking, point of view, poetics



