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1. PAT VAN BE

~ Amitav Ghosh (1956-) 1a nha van duong dai c6 vi tri quan trong trong doi sdng van hoc
An D6 duong dai. Tac pham cua Ghosh thudng duoc khai thac theo cai nhin cta phee binh
di dan, v6i nhitng chu dé phd bién cua bd phan van hoc xuyén qudc gia nhu van d& moi
trudng, van dé chu nghia tan ty do, toan cau hoa, du lich. Tuy nhién, van dé tro di tro lai
trong tac pham cua ong thuong la cac van dé qudc gia - dan toc theo goc nhin héu thude dia,
trong d6 c6 van de giai cap, dac biet 1a sO _phan nhimg nguoi yeu the vang bong va im tiéng
trong lich str qudc gia cua An D6. Bai viét nay phan tich van dé tiéng néi, dién mao ngudi
nong dan trong mot sd tac pham cta Amitav Ghosh dira vao cac luan diém cia nghién ctru
subaltern. Bai viét hi vong dong gop vdi nghién ciru van hoc An Do duong dai & Viét Nam.
Hudng tiép can subaltern ciing hita hen nhiing cach nhin méi déi véi cac nén van hoc thugce
cac nude thude dia cii khac trén thé gioi.
2. NOI DUNG
2.1. Amitav Ghosh va vén dé subaltern

Khai niém “subaltern” c6 nhiéu cach dién giai khac nhau: hodc 13 lién quan dén mot

giai cap cu thé (giai cap ndéng dan, ting 16p lao dong) trong mot hé thong x4 hdi cu the nhét
1a & An D9 hoic 1a theo mot nghia chung, khai quat chi moi tang 16p thap trong mot to chirc
xd hoi. Quan diém, cai nhin, tleng noi cua nhom ngudi subaltern thudong khong duoc tinh
dén trong lich st mot qubc gia von thuong duoc chi phdi boi quan diém, cai nhin va tiéng
n6i ctia nhom théng tri — thuong 1a gidi tri thirc tinh hoa, dic tuyén (Arnold, 2000 : 28). da
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¢6 nhiéu cong trinh nd lyc tim hiéu van dé tiéng néi subaltern trong van hoc, khang dinh
hon nita vai tro clia van hoc nhu 1a mot phuong tién trung gian (bén canh lich sir) dé tim
hiéu tiéng no6i subaltern. Néi cu thé hon, tac phém van hoc duge dac trung chinh xac béi
kha ning 1am nhiing qua trinh biéu dat khong dugc thira nhan vé tinh subaltern trong tac
pham lich sir tr& nén hiru hinh. Kha ning nay dya trén cam giac ddng cam giita vin ban va
ngudi day, ngudi doc van ban. Cam giac nay gop phan dem lai mot cach dién giai mang
tinh dong cdm vé van ban (Spivak 1996: 132-143).

Amitav Ghosh 12 mot trong nhitng nha vin An Do ¢6 y thirc rd rét vé van dé subaltern
trong sang tac ctia minh. Tac pham ciia Amitav Ghosh c¢6 nhidu cau chuyén vé nhitng nhan
vat nhuoc tiéu: cau chuyén vé ngudi dan éng khong binh thuong, nhitng ngudi timg 13 nan
nhén cta hau hét cic cude binh bién hodc tham hoa chinh trj tir thud xua. Nhirng nhén vat
nay timg & vi tri bén 18, ving bong trong lich sir qudc gia chinh théng cua An D6 va da
dugc chuyén sang vi tri 1a nhan vat chinh trong céc cau chuyén ciia 6ng. Bang cach dem lai
vi tri trung tdm cho cac nhan vat thiét thoi, Ghosh cling giai quyét duoc tinh thé khé xir cia
gidi tri thirc hau thudc dia lién quan dén kha nang duogc 1én tiéng cua subaltern. Ong dam
nhan chte nang cia nguoi ké chuyén dé ké mot cau chuyén cho chinh minh va khong tro
thanh tiéng no6i dai dién; ong cho phep bao gdp cac biéu dat vé to chuc cua subaltern thong
qua phuong tién cia cung mot to chire kiéu trinh bay chung trén san khau. Nhu nhan dinh
ctia Telwani (2013), “hau nhu tt ca cac tac pham ciia ong [Ghosh] déu chira day nhirng trai
nghiém cta cac nhan véat subaltern. Su két hop cua cac nhan vét trong cac tac pham cua ong
dugc dic trung boi tinh subaltern gan nhu trong tat ca cac tac phim cia ong” (Telwani)

Vian phong cua Amitav Ghosh thuc su thé hién nhitng biéu hién va ham y cua thuat
ngit 'subaltern’ trong cac tac pham dwong dai. Van dé subaltern trong cic tac pham cia
Ghosh co thé dugc nghién ciru theo hai cach: thir nhat 14 khai niém subaltern nhu mot bai
tap khoa truong, nd ton tai trong thoi ky thude dia nhung chua bao gio duoc chi y, nhu
nhom Nghién ctru Subaltern ting chi ra. Thir hai, subaltern nhu mét cach tiép can dai dién
cho nhing nguoi bi thiét thoi vi ho khong c6 kha ning néi va cach tiép can phat trién ho
thanh nhitng nguoi dai dién cho nhiing nguoi bi thiét thoi va céac vAn dé cua chinh ho. Néu
nhu Spivak, nhu dd néi ¢ trén, cho rang cam ling 1a dic diém quan trong trong ban sac
subaltern, réng subaltern khong thé néi néu duge trao co hoi thich hop va sir dung dién
ngdn mot cach phu hop, thi tac phidm cua Amitav Ghosh khing dinh rang subaltern c6 thé
n6i. Ghosh nd luc dua cac nhan vat subaltern vao cac cau chuyén va tap trung vao lich sir
ca nhan cua nhitng ca nhan nay. Cac nhan vt bi gat ra bén 16 d6 dem lai cho nguoi doc
nhitng cam nhan cudc séng, cac su kién va van dé theo quan diém cta ho (Gatadi va Bohr
2023).

2.2. Amitav Ghosh véi vin dé nguoi ndng dan va nén cdng nghiép thudc phién thwe
dan
2.2.1 Lich s cong nghiép thugc phién thwc din

Mic du quan niém vé “subaltern” bao gdm tit ca nhitng c4 nhan hay nhom nao bi cAm
ling va vang bong trong lich sir chinh théng, nhung ngudi noéng dan van 1a mot nhoém
subaltern ddc biét trong sang tac cia Ghosh. Mic dii ngudi nong dan xuat hién trong nhiéu
tac phAm cta Amitav Ghosh v&i nhiéu nghé nghiép khac nhau (/n an Antique Land va The
Glass Palace) nhung nhan vat nong dan ch1em uu thé trong nhiéu tac phim cua Ghosh 1a
nhitng ngudi néng dan Bic An P san xuét thude phién thé cho chinh phi Anh. Noi cach
khac, hinh anh nguwoi néng dan trong tic pham ciia Amitav Ghosh lién quan dén qud trinh
ban cing héa cic cw dan & cdc khu viee ven séng Hang do sw phdt trién ciia nén cong
nghiép thuéc phién thuc dan.



116 TRUONG DPAI HOC THU PO HA NOI

Vao thoi ky dinh cao cua nganh cong nghiép thudc phién ¢ thudc dia, gan 1,5 triéu ho
nong dan nho da trong cay thudc phlen mot cong viée doi hoi nhidu cong sirc - trén canh
ddng ciia ho va sau do ho giao thudc phién tho di thu hoach dén vin phong thude phién gan
nhét cua chinh phu. Hang nghin cong nhan — bao gém dan ong, phu nir va tré em - da san
xuit san phdm dé ciia ndéng dan tai hai nha may thudc phién 16n trén song Hing. Ho say
kho va tron chét ban long, lam thanh nhimg chiéc banh cé kich thugc bang qua dua rdi
dong nhiing vién thude phién vao nhimng chiéc rong lam bang gd xoai. Cong nghié€p thube
phién cia chinh phu Anh Quoc chiém s6 lugng doanh nghi€p cao nhit ¢ tiéu luc dia v6i san
luong 1a vai nghin tan thudc mdi nam. Neu nhu ngay nay, hoat dong budn ban thudc phién
bi coi 1a bit hop phép trén thé gidi thi nén kinh té thude phién thue dan ¢ An Do 1a mot
hoat dong kinh doanh hop phap khéng chi duge nha nuée chip thuin ma con dwoc t6 chirc
bai ban va thuc day tich cuc.

Loi nhuén thu duge tir viéc ban thude cho cac thuong nhan tu nhan tai cac cudc dau gia
& Calcutta dugc phan loai 1a doanh thu cong. Thude phién, trong hau hét thé ky XIX, la
nguén thu quan trong ctia nha nude thuc dan. Mac du da tu lau doi trong khu vuc Nam An,
thudc phién duoc ding nhu mot loai thudc vira dé chita bénh vira dé giai tri, nhung phai
dén khi thuc dan Anh cai tri, n6 méi tré thanh mot mat hang thuong mai. Xuét khau tang tu
4.000 thung/ ndm vao dau thé ky XIX 1én hon 60.000 thing vao nhing nam 1880. Thanh
cong cua hoat dong budn ban thudc phién mot phan 13 nhd cac bién phap quan sy (Hai cudc
chién tranh thudc phién da bugc Trung Qudc phai mo ctra cho thuoc phién dugc san xuat v}
An bo). Trong long An Do, mot bd may quan li€u lon va dugc td chuc bai ban chu yeu dé
duy tri va phat ’trién hoat dong kinh doanh thubc phién thudc dia. Vao cubi thé ky XVIII,
Cong ty Pong An tuyén bd doc quyén thude phién. Moi hoat dong san xuat thudc phién déu
thudc su cai quan va s¢ hitu cua nha nude; moi hoat dong mua ban déu phai co6 su thong
qua cua nha nudc.

Cong ty Pong An di thanh 1ap mot Cuc Thude phién dé quan 1y va kiém soat doc
quyén moi hoat dong lién quan dén thudc phién. Cyc ndy - hay Co quan Thudc phién - 1a
mot trong nhiing t6 chirc thudc dia d& nhin thay nhit ¢ ving nong thon An Do véi khoang
mot trdm van phong trai rong trén mot khu vuc trai dai tir goc dong bac Uttar Pradesh ngay
nay dén g0c tay nam Bihar. Khoang 2.500 nhan vién cta cuc nay theo doi chét ché nhiing
nguoi trong cay thudc phién, thuc thi horp ddng va dam bao dap tng cac tiéu chuan chat
luong. Néu nhu cac linh vuc khac nhu trong cham hodc dét may thuong xuyén ddi mat véi
thua 15 va cudi cing thi tht bai thi nganh cong nghiép thudc phién do nha nuéc diéu hanh
van ton tai va khong bi gian doan 16n trong hon mot thé _ky. Nguyén nhén cua sy thanh
cong nay nam & vai trd ciia Cuc Thude phién von dugce hd trg: boi mot co quan 1ap phap;
Cuc ndy da trang bi cho cac nhan vién cliia minh mot tham quyén giéng nhu canh sat, kiém
soét va thiic ép viéc trdng thudc phién d6i v6i nong dan An Do (Bauer 2019).

2.2.2. Nén cong nghiép thuédc phién thuwe din trong tic phim ciia Amitav Ghosh

Méi lién hé giira tac pham ctia Ghosh véi van dé nong dan, nén cong nghiép san Xudt
thudc phién thyc dan dugc thé hién qua mot doan trich tir tiéu thuyét Bién hoa thudc phién
(Sea of Poppies, 2008):

“Ngay xura, ndng dan s¢ giir lai mot it thude phién tu 1am cho gia dinh, dé dung khi bm

dau, hodc vao mua git va dam cudi; phan con lai ho s& ban cho gidi quy tdc dia

phuong, hodc cho cac thuong gia pykari tur Patna. Hbi d6, mot vai khom cay thude
phién la du dé dap Gng nhu cau cua mot ho gia dinh, con lai mot it dé ban: khong ai
muon trong thém vi tt ca cong sirc phai bo ra dé trong cay thudc phién - mudi lam 1an
cay dat va phai ddp timg cuc dit con lai; mua phan chudng va tudi nuéc lién tuc; va
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sau tat ca nhitng diéu do, con sdt thu hoach, mdi cu phai duoc khia, dé rao nudc va loai

bé riéng 1é. Hinh phat nhu vay c6 thé chiu duac khi ban c6 mot hodc hai manh dat

tréng cay thudc phién - nhung ngudi sang sudt nao muon nhan 1én nhiing cong stc nay
khi ¢6 nhitng loai cdy trong t6t hon, hitu ich hon dé trong, nhu lta mi, dau ling, rau?

Nhung nhirng vu mua déng ngon lanh d6 dang dan thu hep dién tich: gio ddy, nhu cau

thudc phién ciia nha may duong nhu khong bao gio' dung lai. Khi thoi tiét lanh gia, cac

sahib ngudi Anh s& khong cho phép trong bat ctr thir gi khac; cac dai ly cua ho s€ di tr
nha nay sang nha khac, ép bugc noéng dan phai ing trude tién mat, bat ho ky hop dong

/asami/. Khong thé noéi khong véi ho: néu ban tir chdi, ho s& glau bac trong nha ban

hodc ném né qua cira s6. Chi vo ich khi néi v6i vién tham phan da tring ring ban chua

nhan tién va dau vén tay cua ban 13 gia: ong ta kiém dwoc hoa hdng tir thube phién va

s& khong bao gio tha cho ban. Va cudi cling, thu nhap ctia ban s& khong qua ba rupee

sicca rudi, chi du dé tra hét khoan tng trude cia ban.”

(Ghosh, Sea of Poppies, 30-31)

Poan trich trén cho thiy su gin bo véi thude phién - tir vi tri 14 mot loai thude hang
ngay cho dén vi tri 1a mot nganh cong nghiép ma nguoi néng dan bi ép bude phai tham gia -
la dac trung cua nguoi néng dan An D9 thoi thudce dia. Tuy nhién, dleu kién vat chét ciing
nhu cai nhin va tiéng noi ciia nong dan trong lich str thuc dan bi vang bong. Viéc nghién
ctru hinh anh nguoi noéng dén trong tac pham ciia Ghosh tir goc do subaltern c6 ¥ nghia
trong viéc Vlet lai lich st thyc dan vé cong nghiép thudc phién. Trong lich st thyc dan nay
khong c6 tiéng no6i hay hinh anh nao c6 tinh chu thé cua ngudi nong dén An D6 hay ciing
khéng c6 sy ghi nhan nao vé diéu kién vat chit va nhimng thong khé cia qua trinh nguoi
noéng dan bi ban cung hoa khi bi ép budc tham gia nén cong nghiép san xuat thudc phién.
Nhu theo doi cﬁa Bauer (2019) cac nha sir hoc Anh quéc kha mo hd vé tinh hinh cta
nhitng ngu’(n trong cay thudc phién & Béc An ba. Theo quan sat cua I.J. Richard (1981),
viée trong thuc phién nhu mét mat hang xuat khau tién mat duoc nhidu nha sir hoc dénh
gi4 13 c6 tAm quan trong dang ké d6i voi nén kinh t& nong nghiép cia cac ving. Nhiéu nha
nghién ctru ciing tap trung vao ghi nhan va ca ngoi ki ngh¢ quan li cta chinh phu thuc dan.
Theo d6, sy 6n dinh va su thanh cong cua hé thong thuéc phién Anh - An D6 1a do chinh
phit An D¢ di tao ra mot nha nude kiém soat hi¢u qua sO lugng va chat luong san Xuét, 6n
dinh gia & muc cao va lién tuc 1am suy yeu céc nguon hay dong hoa cac ngudn cé tinh canh
tranh tir Trung Qudc. Hon nita, mot s6 ky thuat va chinh sach ma nha nuéc doc quyén
thude phién An D6 str dung dugc cho 1a nhitng k§ thuit va chinh sach khong phu thudc
vao vigc st dung vi lyc. Mac du vay, John F. Richards ciing lai bude vao cach viét sir
truyén théng vé tinh hinh cta nhiing ngum nong dén trong cay thudc phién. Trong mot
nghién ciru nam 2007, 6ng viét rang, “viéc trong cdy thudc phién la “hoat dong co loi
nhuén cho nhimg ngudi ndng dan” (dan theo Bauer 2019: 3). M6t cach viét st dién hinh
cho viéc 1 di tinh chi thé cia ngudi néng dan An Do duoc thé hién trong nhan dinh cua
nha sir hoc nguoi My Carl Trocki (1940-2024): “hau hét nhimg nguoi noéng déan An Do
khong thé trong thudc phién dé kiém 16i” va rang ho “c6 vé khong mudn trong thude phién”
(dan theo Bauer 2019).

Trong khi lich st v& nén cong nghiép san xuat thudc phién thuc dan, vai trd ctia ngudi
nong dan ddi voi nén cong nghi¢p do hau nhu khong duoc hién dién. Cai hién dién bao
tram 13 nhitng thanh cong vé ki thuat kiém soat hoat dong san xuit va budn ban thudc phién
cing nhitng dit liéu vé lgi nhuan. Chinh trong tac pham Bién hoa thuéc phién (2008),
Ghosh da nhac lai rang thudc phién duoc coi 1a “mot trong nhimg vién ngoc quy nhét trén
vuong mién cia Nit hoang Victoria” (Ghosh 2008: 83-84). Diéu d6 twong tmg véi cach viét
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sir ciia Carl Trocki — nguoi cho rﬁng “Néu khong co thuéc phién, co 1€ s& khong co Pé ché
Anh” vi “nen tang kinh té ctia nén kinh té dé qudc nam 0 thudc phién” (Trocki 1999: xiii).
Trocki cho rang vao gitta thé ky XIX, thudc phién 14 ngudn thu chinh cta chinh phit An Do
thuoc Anh va 1a mat hang xuét khau chinh. Ngay trong tac pham ciia Ghosh, lich sir chinh
théng kiéu nhu vay cling dugc trich lai nhu 1a mdt diém quy chiéu, chuan bi cho nguoi doc
thong tin vé bdi canh, tir 6 hiéu duoc lich st thay thé ma nha vin nd luc goi y. Nhu duoc
miéu ta, cac thuong gia nguoi Anh giam sat chit ché nha may thude phién; cac cong su rat
kién cd, va nhiing ngudi linh canh dic biét tinh méit. Quyén lyc ciia Anh qudc khong chi
dén tir viéc kiém soat lanh thd va con nguoi - tire 1a cdy anh tac duge nong dén An Do
tréng trén dat 1ién - ma con tir viée quan ly cac tuyén duong thuong mai trén bién, vi thube
phién dugc vén chuyén bang tau thuyen dén Trung Qubc. _

Tiéu thuyet Amitav Ghosh di nd luc viét lai lich sir canh tac thudc phién & An Do
thugc dia tir goc nhin cua nguoi nong dan.

3. Hinh anh nguoi nong dan trong Bién hoa thuéc Phién (Sea of Poppies) tir goc nhin
subaltern va viéc viét lai lich sw nén cong nghiép san xuét thude phién thwe dan
3.1. Hinh thic sén xuét thudc phién tan bao

Tiéu thuyét cia Amitav Ghosh cho thay su lién d6i cua thude phién véi hau hét cac vén
dé tai chinh va ty nhién trén toan cau, tir cdy trong thuong mai dén cac phuong tién van
chuyén tir cac trung tdm thwong mai do thi méi va cac ong trum bat dong san dén nhing
bién dong tan khéc cua han han, nan doi va che do lao dong khé sa1 (Vandertop 2019).
Diéu ndy gop phan viét lai lich sir thyc dan trdng cdy thude phién, von chu yéu tap trung
lam n6i bat cac thanh tich, sy phat trién ctia cac ki nghé canh tac, ki nghé quan ly kinh té
ctia chinh pha Anh quéc tai thudc dia cling nhu khang dinh dong gop cua nén cong nghiép
thyc dan nay trong hién dai hoa doi song nong dan 0 An D9 (nhu da ndi ¢ doan trén).

Bién hoa thuoc phién (Sea of Poppies, 2008) ndm trong bd ba tac pham hu cau lich st
vé con tau chd nhitng cong nhan giao kéo ngudi Nam An dén cac don dién bén ngoai bién
gi6i cta tiéu lyc dia c tén 1a Ibis (Ibis trilogy). Hai tiéu thuyét con lai cia b ba nay la
River of Smoke (2011) va Flood of Fire (2015) Céc tac pham déu lay bdi canh & khu vuc
An Do Duong trong nhitng nam 1830 din dén Chién tranh Nha phlen lan thir nhét, tap
trung vao hoat dong budn ban thude phién giita An Do va Trung Qudc va hoat dong budn
ban ngudi lao dong An Do (girmityas) sang Mauritius. B truyén khong chi mang tinh hu
cu ma con duogc coi nhu 1a dit lidu lich sir cho cac nghién clru v€ néng déan va cong nghi¢p
thudc phién & An Do thoi thudc dia. Rolf Bauer, chuyén gia vé lich sir san xuét thudc phién
ctia néng dan & An Do thé ky XIX da coi bo ba tac pham 14 “céc vin ban hoc thuat nghiém
tic. Nhung nhing tiéu thuyét nay duoc nghién ciru sau sic va viét hay dén muc t6i coi
chung 1a mot trong nhiing tai li¢u hay nhét hién ¢ vé chu dé nay” (Bauer 2019: 1).

Bién hoa thuoc phién léy bdi canh An Do thé ky XIX, khi An D¢ duoc coi 1a noi sin
xudt thude phién 16n nhét thé gidi. Vao thé ky XIX, Cong ty Dong An, vén dugc thanh lap
véi muc tiéu dem lai nhidu lgi nhuan cho chinh phu Anh, da bién song Héng thanh mot
bién hoa thudc phién va tiép thi loai thudc phién tinh ché nay ¢ Trung Qudc. Viéc day
manh budn ban thude phién cho Trung Quéc nhu vy ném ‘trong nd luc chinh tri va quan sy
ctia Anh qudc nham thlet 1ap quyén kiém soat ba quyén ddi voi quoc gia nay bdi do6 1a mot
dbi tha thanh cong vé mat tai chinh & An Do chtr khong phai vé mat quan sy nhu Anh.
Nhian ra mdi nguy co nay, hoang dé Trung Qubc cim loai thubc duge cho 1a da khién than
dan ctia minh tré nén do dan va day dé ché ciia minh vao tinh trang ngay cang tré nén dién
cudng. Ngudi Anh di dap tra bang viéc st dung vil luc, thuc day hoang dé va dé ché ¢
London tién hanh céac cudc chién tranh thudc phién.
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Trong cudc canh tranh dgc quyen thudc phién, cong ty Pong An bét budc noéng dan chi
dugc trong cay thude phién ¢ ving dong bang mau md Bihar va Bengal. Tai vung Malwa,
cac thuong nhan An D6 bit dau budn ban thude phién dé canh tranh v6i Cong ty Dong An
va xuat sang Trung Qudc. Thude phién duge san xuit tai Malwa duoc cho 1a manh hon
nhiéu va do d6 dugce tim kiém nhiéu hon. Trong bbi canh do, Cong ty Dong An d6i dién véi
nguy co mat doc quyén, do d6 no lai cang day manh ngudn cung thuoc phién tir Bengal.
Diéu nay dan dén viéc ngdy cang c6 nhiéu nong dan bi budc phai trong thude phién. Nong
dan mét quyén trong trot, khong thé ty cung tu cdp lwong thuc khi cac canh dong tro thanh
d6n dién thudc phién. Nong dan An Do nghéo khd thuc sy 1a nhitng nguoi phai chiu dung
hau qua ning né nhét tir vu ddu doc nay. Nhitng ngudi Anh ¢ ‘sahib” da budc nhimg nguoi
nong dan phai tréng cdy thudc phién thay vi nhitng loai ciy trong htru ich nhu loa mi, ngli
cdc, rau, v.v... Nha nudc da st dung cac bién phap tan bao dé cudng ché viéc trong cay
thudc phién. Ho bat cdc ndng dan, pha hiy san pham cua ho va de doa s€ trimg phat theo
phap luat, bao gdm ca viéc bo ti dé ép budc nhiing ngudi ndng dan trong cdy thude phién
(Bauer 2019; Khanna 2020).

3.2 Nhirng ngudi ndng din bét lue trong cic cong ty sin xuét thude phién cia thuc
dan

Amitav Ghosh khic hoa su bat luc hoan toan cua nhiing nguoi lao dong va nong dan
An Po trong | bdi canh con khat doanh thu ciia Cong ty Pong An ngdy cang gia ting, tir do
ngay cang tién hanh boc 16t nhitng ngudi nong dan khong c¢6 kha nang tu vé. Nhu dugc
miéu ta, viéc trong thude phién trong Bién hoa thudc phién da diy ngudi néng dan & ving
ddng bang song Hang vao tinh trang thiéu lwong thuc va di mat véi moi trudng d& bi tén
thuong. Deeti, nhan vat chinh ctia bo ba tiéu thuyét, d6i mat voi su ban cung hoa. Nguoi
noéng dan nay khong thé sira mai nha do vu thu hoach laa mi bi x6a s6, khong con ngudn
cung cap rom dé lop mai. Su du nhép ciia nén vin héa doc canh thudc phién di pha hity co
thé con ngudi vi thiéu lwong thuc thuc pham. Nhitng cong nhén tai nha may thudc phién &
Ghazipur - von xuét than néng dan - dugc khic hoa gidng nhu nhimng thdy ma nhin chim
cham vé hon: “Mit ho vo hén do d?m nhung bé“lng cach nao do ho van xoay x6 dé tiép tuc
di chuyén [Ho] trong gidng ma ca rong hon bat ky sinh vat séng nao” (Ghosh 2008: 99).
Chéng Deeti bi nghién ma tiy, thuong xuyén song trong trang thai hon mé, mét kha ning
sinh san va cudi cung chét sGm.

Céc su kién dau don trong cudc doi ctia nhan vat chinh Deeti déu lién quan dén thude
phién. Nhu duoc miéu ta, Deeti duoc sdp xép két hon khi con qua tré voi mot ngudi dan
ong nghién thudc phién cé tén Hukkam Sing. Trong 1& cudi, anh ta bi phé thudc dén mirc
me anh ta phai thu xép hoan thanh nghi 18 két hon véi sy trg gitp clia em trai anh ta. Khi
Hukkam Sing chét, Deeti phai thuc hién nghi 18 hién té “saati” trén gian hoa tang cing
chdng minh. Deeti dugc mot nguoi thudce tang 10p cung dinh tén 1a Kalua ctru ra khoi gian
hoa thiéu. P6i mat véi nan doi va tai tiéng, Deeti va Kalua tré thanh nhan cong lao dong
trén con tau Ibis. Nhitng dau kho ciia Deeti bat dau tir cudc hén nhan cua c¢d voi Hukkam
Sing, nan nhan cta ching nghién thudc phién. Trong qua khir, Sing da timg tu lam cho
minh tr¢ thanh tan tat trong cudc chién ma anh ta dimg vé phia chinh phii Anh. Vét thuong
dau don budc anh ta phai dung thude phién nhu mot phwong thube. Mit khac, viée anh ta
tiép tuc st dung thudc phién va tré thanh mot con nghién ngay ca sau khi dd dugc chira
lanh ciing lién quan d&n su ton tai cta thudc phién trong truyén théng thao dugc & noi anh
ta 1on 1én. Nhiing nguoi nong dan & Bihar khong xa la gi v6i viéc trong thude phién vi ho
liy hat thudc phién dé nau mot s6 mon an truyén théng goi 1a “posto” va mot lugng nhod
thudc phién dé chira dau. Viéc trong thudc phién doi hoi rit nhidu cong sirc vi phai cao timg
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qua thudc phién dé no tiét ra nhya. Viéc thu thdp nhwa cua mdi qua thude phién mat rat
nhiéu thoi gian. Trong thude phién cay vi thé can dén su khéo 1éo; thu hoach chi so6m hay
mudn hon mdt chiit ¢6 thé pha hong toan bd qua trinh canh tic. Do do, viée trong thude
phién chi thi thoang dién ra trén manh dét nho cua nhimng nguoi ndng dan. Nhung nha may
thudc phién ¢ Ghazipur, thudc s¢ hitu cua Cong ty Dong An Anh lai phu thudc vao nguon
cung cip thudc phién cia nhitng ngudi néng dan ¢ Bihar va Bengal. Va cong ty ndy budc
nhitng ngudi ndng dan phai cung cap thudc phién cho nha may Ghazipur. Cudc doi that bai
ctia nhan vat Hukkam Sing c6 lién quan dén cong ty san xuét thudc phién nay: anh ta duoc
nhan vao 1am trong nha may nhu mot khoan bdi thudng cua chinh phi Anh sau khi anh ta
bi thuong trong. chién tranh. Piéu d6 dam bao cho anh ta dugc su dung thudc phién nhung
didu d6 cling ddy anh ta vao chd chét. Chong chét, lai mét toan bd rudng vuon vi thube
phién, Seeti budc phai 1én con tau van chuyén cac lao dong ngudi An sang lam viéc tai don
dién & Mauritius dé thoat khoi s6 phan. Bi budc phai trong thudc phién nhu mot phan cia
chinh sach thu¢c dia cua Cong ty, Deeti va nhiing nguoi dén ndng thon khac da tir bo cac
truyén thong nong nghiép c6 tir nhiéu thé ky: Dt dai ciia ho khong con dem lai ngti cbe hay
trai cay nhu trudc; gio ddy, nguoi nong dan chi dugc phép trong thude phién trong didu
kién khong hiéu biét vé ki thuét va khong 1am chu duge san lugng va vi thé bi cac nha may
thu mua véi gia tuy y.

3.3. Chién Iyc ban cing héa nong dan clia cac 6ng chii nha may san xuit thudce phién

Hon nita, Bién hoa thué'c phién con cho thdy diéu khic nghiét ma ngudi nong dan phai
d6i mat 1a tinh trang no nan trién mién. Poan trich trén day da cho biét ring nguoi ndng
dan khong duoc trdng bét ki loai ciy nao khac, ho budc phai ung tlen trudc tir cac co quan
cta chinh phu tai dia phuong, thdm chi ¢ cac dai dién cua chinh quyén di tir nha nay sang
nha khac, ép budc nguoi ndng dén ki hop ddng ung tién trude va s€ trr vao tién lwong &
nha may san xuat thudc phién; nguoi nong dan khong dugc quyén tir chbi. Hé qua 1a tién
lwong cua ngudi ndng dén chi vira du dé ho tra lai tién da o ng trude. Giai phap duy nhat doi
v6i nhidu nguoi nong déan méc no 13 ban minh cho cac don dién thude phién khac hodc ¢
An D6 hoic ¢ cac thude dia khac ciia Anh. Viée tré thanh nhan cong 0 cac ddn dién xa xir
nay 1a két qua cta qua trinh ban cing héa do chinh pha Anh phat trién viéc doc canh cay
thudc phién. Cau noéi ciia mot nhan vién nha may khuyén Deeti dén ddo Mauritius (thudc
Anh) dé 1am nhan cong nha may thudc phién va dam bao véi c¢6 rang “Khong phai 1a co
khong c6 lya chon nao” (Ghosh 2008: 163) cho thiy rang khong co bat ki sy “Iya chon” ca
nhan nao tir phia c6. Sy di doi d6 dugc thic day boi “con khat thude phién” cua dé ché
Anh.

Nhitng gidc mo trong tac pham - cac nhan vit mo vé cac su kién sip xay ra, co nhiing
cudc cham tran ma quai hodc dugc két ndi theo nhimg cach thire kho hiéu — gdy nén cam
giac rang cac nhan vat khong duoc lya chon sb phan cua ho. Ngay tur phan mé dau cia tac
pham, nhan vat nguodi me Deeti da dugc khac hoa trong giac mo vé€ hanh trinh dén
Mauritius. Léi khic hoa nay nhu bao truée voi nguoi doc rang bao trum toan tac pham Bzen
hoa thuoc phién 1a su bi dong trong sd phan cua cac nhén vat — diéu s& dugc phat trién
trong hanh trinh ty sy sau d6. Nhu duge md ta, khi tam ¢ song Hang, Deeti dd cam nhan
rang c6 mot con tau hai cot budm véi mot con chim ¢ miii tau (chinh 13 con tau Ibis). Mic
du Deeti khong biét con tau d6 ché ai hodc chd cai gi, hoac thdm chi chua timg nhin thay
mot con tau nhu vay trong doi, nhung cam giac vé tim quan trong cua nod tran ngap Deeti.
Cb treo mdt birc hinh cua Ibis tai noi tho cua gia dinh minh. Sy mo ho cua gidc mo phan
anh sy mo hd cia nguoi nong dan mic ng vé van dé kinh té tai ch1nh trong hoat dong trong
va san xuat thudc phién. D& ché thude phién di 1am kiét qué ngudn tai nguyén dat dai von
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da nudi dudng nguoi néng dan qua nhiéu thé hé. Theo Khanna (2020), ap lyc no nan am
anh cudc song cua cac nhan vat ndong dan - thong qua viéc Ung trudce tién cong va viéc k1
két 1am thué tai cac don dién ben kia bién gidi - hién than qua gidc mo mang diém x4u.
Giic mo tao cam giac ky bi vé dinh ménh, tir 6 cho thdy ndi 4m anh vé stc manh “thuc
su” ctiia ng nan nhu mot phuong thire t6 chirc xa hoi - sinh thai thong tri doi sdng ngudi
noéng dan An Do trong thé ky XIX. Nhu thé, yéu tb linh cam trong tic pham khong chi noi
1én tinh canh ngudi nong dan khéng liwa chon theo nghia chu dong dbi voi viée ki giao kéo
lao dong tai don dién thude phién. Theo do, lich sir vé sy thanh cong ciia nén cong nghiép
san xuat thudc phién cua An D6 thudc dia bao gdm cau chuyén vé su ban cing hoa cua
nhiu ngudi néng dan An Do. C6 thé thdy, cdch tiép cin theo huwdng hiu thudc dia - theo
nghia phé phan cdc chinh sach thyc dén - da givp Ghosh dem lai mgt cai nhin moi vé lich
St thiee dan cua Anh Qué'c tai An Do, d6 1a mot lich sir danh doi bdng S Séng cua nguoi
néng dan ban dia, sw phd hity ciia hé sinh thai va truyén thong néng nghiép ban dia.

3.4 Tiéng néi va cai nhin ciia ngudi ndng dan vé nén cong nghiép san xuit thudc phién
thuc dan ’

Piéu dang chi y trong nd luc viét lai lich st san xudt thudc phién & An D9 thudc dia 1a
viéc bao gdp cai nhin ciia nhan vat ngudi nong dan dbi véi qua trinh d6. Su bao gdp nay
duoc thé hién rd nhét qua hoat dong ctia nha may thude phién Ghazipur dugc hién Ién trong
cai nhin cia nhan vat Deeti. Nhu dugc miéu ta, trong mot lan duoc goi dén nha may nay dé
dua nguoi chong 6m yéu dang lam viéc & do vé nha, Deeti d3 duoc chung kién tan mat
nhiing bi mat vé su boc 16t ngudi ndng dan trong hoat dong san xuit cia nha may nay. Khi
vira budc vao cdng nha may, Deeti da thiy “nha cAn ma nhimg ngudi ndng dén trong ving
mang gidy goi 1a thudc phién dén vao mdi mua xuan dé can va dé phan loai thanh cac loai
min va thd, ‘chandee’ va ‘ganta’” (Ghosh 2008: 90). Nhiing chi tiét lién quan dén nha can
nay dudi cai nhin cta Deeti lam noi bat sy nho bé, yéu nhugc cta nhitng ngudi nong dan
An D6 trong su dbi 1ap véi “nha can dai dén ndi canh ctra & cubi trong gidng nhu mot ddm
sang xa xdm”, cai can khong 16 (“c6 nhiéu cip can khong 15, 1am lu mo nhiing ngudi dan
ong xung quanh”) va sy uy nghi cua dam nguoi Anh ¢6 chirc nang giam sat nha may (“bén
canh moi b can la mdt nguoi Anh doi mii cao, giam sat cac doi can va ké toan™); nguoi
ndng dan - chi nhitng ngudi mang cay thude phién dén ban cho nha may - co ro, bi dong
con doi ngli nhiing ngudi lam cong cho nha may 1a nguoi ban dia man cén: “Xung quanh
cac sahib 1a nhirng ngudi muharrir d9i khan xép bén ron mang theo nhimng chong gidy va
serishtas mac dhoti voi sO ghi chép day; (...) khap noi 1a mot nhom con trai tran trudng
mang nhing chong gidy géi thude phién cao ngat nguong” (Ghosh 2008: 90). Cach miéu ta
nha cén thudc phién trong cai nhin ctia Deeti, ngudi lan dau tién biét dugc nhiing ciy thudce
ma minh va déan lang bi ép budc trong s& di dén dau va nhimg ngudi dan 6ng nong dan da
bi dbi xtr nhu thé nao khi mang nhiing cdy trong d6 dén ban cho nha may. Cam gic ban
d4u ciia Deeti d6i voi canh twong duoc ching kién tai nha cin, nhu miéu ta 13 “giat minh,
v6i sy lo lang dot ngdt” (Ghosh 2008: 90). Tuy nhién, nhitng quan sat sau d6 ciia nhan vt
dan mang tinh phan tich va phan bién:

“Trén hanh lang nay, nhitng cip can khong 16 dung trén tudng, duge dung dé can thude

phién thd. Xung quanh mdi bd can 1a hang chuc chiéc ghara bang dit nung, chinh xac

13 loai ma c6 ding dé déng géi vu thu hoach ctia minh. C6 biét 15 ching dén muc nao,

nhiing chiéc binh d6: mdi chiée dung mot maund keo cao su thude phién tho, co6 do dac

dén mirc mot vién keo s& dinh vao long ban tay ban trong chdc 14t néu ban 14t nguoc
n6. Ai co thé doan duoc, khi nhin vao chung, dd mat bao nhiéu thoi gian va cong sirc
dé d6 day nhimg chiéc binh nay? Viy ra day 1a noi chung dén, nhitng dta con cia canh
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ddng cua cb sao?”

(Ghosh 2008: 92)

Day 1a lan dau tién nhan vat biét duge noi dén cia “nhimg dira con cta canh dong
[thudc phién]” ma c¢6 va dan lang chim bdm va ciing 13 1in ddu tién co biét duoc nhing
cong phu dé san xut ra nhimg vién keo thudc phién dip dinh. Pic biét, Deeti nhan ra su
bat binh ctia ngudi ndng dan d6i véi su ép gia phi ly cua cong ty va vi thé da phan nao nhin
thay su phan khang voi hoat dong ctia nha may thudc phién truc thuéc Cong ty Pong An:

“Gan d6, c6 mot hang ngudi khiéng véac, nhimg ngudi nong dan dang can nhimg chiéc

binh; vira cing thing vira tirc gian, vira ring minh vira cam chiu, ho dang chd xem vu

thu hoach nim nay cta ho c6 hoan thanh duoc hop dong hay khéng - néu khong, ho s&

phai bit ddu nam sau voi mét khoan ng con 16n hon nira. Deeti quan sat mot nguoi lam

cong mang mot to gidy dén cho mot nguoi nong dan va bi tir chdi bang tiéng ha phan
dbi: khip hanh lang, c¢6 nhén thiy, co nhimng cudc cdi v va x0 xat nd ra, voi nhiing
ngudi néng dan hét vao mit cac serishtas, va nhitng chu dit mang mé ngudi ngudi thué
dat.”

(Ghosh 2008: 94)

Trich doan trén déy bao ham cap mau thuin mang tinh bién chimg gitra nguoi nong
dan da tng trude tién va dai dién nha may xir ly no; gitra nguoi thué dat va chu dat; gitra
ngudi néng déan voi cac vién chire dia phuong man can lam vi¢e cho nha may. O day, c6 thé
nhén ra no lyc cua ngudi ké chuyén trong viéc lam ndi bat cai nhin, cam giac cia nhan vat
Deeti nhu 13 yéu té chi phdi sy hién dién cuia cac canh tugng cho ngudi doc. Piéu nay thé
hién ra qua su xuat hién lap lai cua hanh dong chi dan ¢6 nhan thiy”, “Deeti quan sat”, “c
biét r6” va sy xuat hién ciia nhitng cau ké nhu cb gang md phong suy nghi va ban khoan
ctia nhan vat: “ai c¢6 thé doan duoc..,”, “vay ra déy la..

Sy cam nhén bang khiru giac cta Deeti duoc dic ble;t cha y khi c6 su xuit hién day dic
ctia nhitng chi tiét lién quan dén mui ¢ trong doan miéu ta vé nha may dudi cai nhin cua
nhan vét nay. Ban dau, khi nhan vat moi budc vao nha may, cc mii ciia nha may nay dugc
midu ta c6 vé khach quan: “Mui d4t, mui nhya thudce phién tho néng nic bam sat mat dat,
giong nhu khoi gb vao mot ngay lanh gia” (Ghosh 2008: 94), dan dan dén nhitng miéu ta
cam giac ghé tom dén mic ¢6 mudn chay trén dé giai thoat: “Gidng nhu mot dudng ham
t6i tam, ch1 dugc thip sang bang mot vai 16 nho trén tudong. Khong khi bén trong nong va
héi théi, glong nhu mét can bep dong kin, ngoai trir mui khong phai cia gia vi va dau, ma
1a cua thudc phién long, tron 1an v6i mui héi théi ciia mé héi - mdt mii héi nong ndc dén
mitc cé phai bit miii dé khéng bit miéng” (Ghosh 2008: 95 — NV in nghiéng). D6 1a khi
nhan vit tién sau vao bén trong, gan hon vdi cong xudng ché bién nhiing chiéc keo quanh
didc. Va chinh ¢ day, nhan vat ching kién canh nhiing nguoi nong dan lam cong cho nha
may nay da trd thanh nhitng con vat lao dong cho cac ong chi da trang nhu thé nao:

“Ngay khi ¢6 vira ding vitng, thi mét c6 bit gip mot canh tuong kinh hoang - mot loat

nhing thdn hinh den kit, khong co chan dang xoay vong vong, gidng nhu mot bo toc

quy bi bat lam no 1. Canh tuong nay - cung v6i lan khoi nong nac - khién co choang
vang, va dé khong ngét xiu, ¢ bat dau di chuyén cham rai vé phia trude. Khi mit c6 da
quen v6i bong ti, ¢d phat hién ra bi mat ctia nhiing than hinh xoay tron do: ho 1a

nhitng ngudi dan éng trdn truong, ngap dén thit lung trong cac thung thude phién, di

vong quanh dé 1am mém bun.”

(Ghosh 2008: 94, NV nhin manh)

Pay 1a hinh anh nhimng than thé dang xoay tron cua nhitng ngudi dan 6ng tran nhu
nhong; nira phan than ctia ho chim séu trong nhirng thung thudc phién. “Péi mdt ciia ho vo



TAP CHI KHOA HQC - SO 92/THANG 01 (2025) 123

hon, dor dan, nhung bang cach nao do, ho van ¢b géng di chuyén, cham chap nhur kién trong
mdt ong, vira di vira budc. Khi khong thé di chuyén duoc nira, ho ngdi trén mép thung, chi
dung chan khuay tha chat nhon den kit...” (Ghosh 2008: 94-95, ngudi viét in nghiéng). Cac
phép so sanh cing su xuat hién cua cac dong tir, tinh tir (dugc in nghiéng trong doan trich)
¢ xu hudng stc vat hoa, ki di héa hinh anh nguoi ndng dén dang ban strc lao dong cho
cong ty san xudt thudc phién. Toan bd gidc quan ciia nhan vat dugc huy dong dé khac hoa
nguoi ndng dan nhu nhing sinh vat mét nhoai, chat vat sinh ton trong cd may san xuét
thuoc’phlcn khéng 16 dé dem lai loi nhuan cho chinh qudc.
3. KET LUAN

Néu dat nhiing miéu ta nay bén canh viéc viét lich st theo hudng nhén manh sy thanh
cong cua hoat dong san xuét thude phién, viéc né dem lai 1gi nhuan thé nao cho chinh quéc
va da gitp ich thé ndo trong viéc hién dai hoa doi song nong dan An Do thi ¢ thé coi
nhitng miéu ta nay la nd luc viét lai lich stt cia Ghosh. D6 1a mét lich sir mang tinh hdu
thuoc dia ma & do, su giau co, thinh vugng va ki thuat cai tri ctia chinh quéc va cua nhiing
nhém nguoi dic tuyén dia phuong dugc coi la két qua cua qua trinh boc 10t tai nguyén
nguoi va vat dia phuong. Sy phat trién cua cong nghiép san xuat thudc phién d6 dugc danh
d6i bang qua trinh ngudi nong dan bi ban cing hoa; doi song sinh hoat va san xuat truyén
thong cua ngudi néng dan bi pha bé hoan toan, tir d6 bat dau lan séng tha huong cau thuc.
Lich sir thay thé ma Ghosh nd luc dem lai bao ham cdi nhin ciia ban than ngwoi néng dan -
nguoi trong cudc, ngwoi bi béc 1t - vé chinh nén céng nghiép san xudt thuoc phién. Mic
du ¢ day, co thé dit ra mot cau hoi 1a bl tranh vé nén san xut thube phién d6 1a cai nhin
ctua nhan vat nong dan Deeti hay 1a cai nhin cia Ghosh, nhung it nhét, sy xuét hién cua birc
tranh khac d6 da khién nguoi doc bat dau 6 y thic vé khd ndng ton tai ciia mét lich sir
khdc, thay thé cho lich st chinh thdng - noi ma cai nhin va tiéng noi ctia ngudi néng dan
hoan toan véng bong. Ghosh di nd lyc cho ngudi doc théy su ton tai thdt sw cua lich su
khac d6 khi khang dinh rang nhiing miéu t ciia cudn tiéu thuyét dwa trén nhiing ghi chép
vé cac cong ty thudc phién do. V& cudc tiép xtc lan dau tién giita Deeti va nha may
Ghazipur, Ghosh di dya mot phan vao cudn Ghi chép vé mét nha mdy thuoc phién (Notes
on An Opium Factory, dugc Thacker Spink xuat ban tai Calcutta vao nim 1865) ctia J.W.S.
McArthur, giam ddc nha may thudc phién Ghazipur & thé ky XIX. Nhitng nghi hodc vé viéc
dau 13 cdi thdt su - tiéng néi cua Ghosh, cia nguoi ké chuyén do dng sang tao ra, ciia Deeti
trong tur cach nguoi néng dan, ciia McArthur vai tu cach 1a quan li cia nha may - van ton
tai nhu 1a mot cach dé cudn tiéu thuyét Bién hoa thuéc phién duy tri nhitng nghi hogc trong
long ngudi doc vé nhitng thir ving mat va cam lgng trong cdc lich sit chinh thong dang
duwoce doc ton.
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VOICE OF PEASANTS AND COLONIAL POLICY
IN AMITAV GHOSH’S WORK

Abstract: Amitav Ghosh (1956 - ), a contemporary writer who holds an important position
in the contemporary Indian literary life, is aware of the subaltern issue in his works. He is
even called a “subaltern novelist” by some researchers, who has tried to reveal other
historical facts, which have been placed behind and marginalized by the dominant
Western historiography in writing national history in India. Many scientific works have
exploited the subaltern characters in his works such as the story of the abnormal man,
who has been the patient of most of the mutinies or political disasters since ancient times.
This article analyzes the issue of the voice and appearance of farmers in some of Amitav
Ghosh’s works based on the arguments of subaltern research. The article hopes to
contribute to the study of contemporary Indian literature in Vietnam. The subaltern
approach also suggests new perspectives on the literature of other former colonial
countries around the world.

Keywords: Amitav Ghosh, subaltern studies, farmers, Sea of Poppies, opium industry.



