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1. DAT VAN DE

Nguyen binh Thi (1924-2003) duoc danh gia la mét “nha van hoéa tai nang dac biét
xudt sac, luon thAm nhuan tinh cach mang tién phong va thim dam tinh hon cbt cia dan toc
trong sang tao va cudc song’ > [1]. Tai nang ddc dao cua dng duoc thé hién trén nhiéu linh
vuc - am nhac, triét hoc, san khiu, vin chu’(mg, Iy luan phé binh - qua nhiéu thoi ky: trude
Céach mang thang Tam nam 1945, trong thoi gian dién ra hai cudc khang chién chong Phap
(1946-1954) va khang chién chong My (1954-1975), va sau khi hoa binh 1ép lai, dat nudc
thong nhét (1975 - nay). Nhing trudc tac noi bat cua Nguyén Dinh Thi nhu sau cong trinh
triét hoc Triét hoc nhdp mén, Triét hoc Kant, Triét hoc Nietzsche, Triét hoc Einstein, Triét
hoc Descartes, Siéu hinh hoc (deu7xuat bE}n nam 1942), Diét phat xit (nhac, 1945), Nguoi
Ha Noi (nhac, 1947), Xung kich (ti€u thuyét, 1951), Bai tho Hac Hai (tho, 1958), Rirng tric
(kich, 1961), V& bo (tiéu thuyét, 1962 & 1970), Dong séng trong xanh (tho, 1974), Nguyén
Trai o0 Dong Quan (kich, 1978), Truong Chi (kich, 1983) khong chi duge cong ching yéu
thich ma con thu hut sy quan tam cta gidi hoc thuét véi nhiing danh gia cao vé sy hoa hop
giita “chat anh hung ca, tinh ca, vira s6i ndi hing trang, vira thiét tha trix tinh”, “von vin hoa
sau rong”, “y thuc di tim cai mdi, y thirc tim t0i sang tao trong ndi dung cling nhu hinh
thirc” (Ha Minh Dtc) [2, tr.33, 36], mot thé gidi kich “nhu hu nhu that” (Tat Thang) [dan
theo 2, tr.29]. Mac du vay, so voi cac linh vuc khac, nhirng dong gop cua Nguyén binh Thi
¢ linh vyc 1y luén phé binh chua duge nhiéu nha nghién ctru chi ¥ dén. Trong bai viét nay,
chung t61 muén tap trung vao mot bai phat biéu cia Nguyén Dinh Thi trong mot ngay hoi
danh cho sinh vién truéc Cach mang thang Tam nam 1945: “Sirc séng cia dan Viét Nam
trong ca dao va cd tich”. Ra doi vao nim 1944, bai phat biéu nay sau do dugc tac gia dua
vao tap phé binh - tiéu luan Mdy van dé vin hoc (1956) [3]. So v&i nhiing tiéu luan khac
trong cung tip sach nhu: “Kich Bdc Son” (1946), “Nhan dudng” (1948), “Quan ching phé
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binh ngh¢ thuat” (1950) va cac tap tiéu luan khac ciia chinh Nguyén Dinh Thi nhu Mot so
van dé dau tranh tw tuong trong van ngh¢ hién nay (1957) va Cong viéc cua nguoi Viét tiéu
thuyét (1964), “Stc song cua dan Viét Nam trong ca dao va c6 tich” gan nhu chua dugc
gidi nghién ctru dé cap dén'. Tuy nhién, nhu bai viét s& cho thdy, “Sirc séng cua dan Viét
Nam trong ca dao va c6 tich” khong chi dang cht y & nhirng van dé ma né dit ra va cach
tac gia 1ap luan, trinh bay quan diém cua minh, ma con c6 y nghia tai thoi diém ma no ra
doi, khi mot bd phén tri thae Viét Nam cd vii tinh than yéu nudc thong qua con duong quay
trd v& voi van hoa/ van hoc thoi qua khir va bat nhip vao xu huéng chung & cac qudc gia
thudc dia hodc da tung trai qua thoi ky thudc dia: chu nghia dan tdc lang man (romantic
nationalism). it tiéu luan nay trong chii nghia dan toc lang man ¢ Viét Nam nira dau thé
ki XX, bai viét s& cho thdy nhiing dong gbp ciia Nguyén Dinh Thi khi con 1a mot thanh
nién s6i ndi va nhiét thanh tham gia Hoi Vin héa Ctru quéc.
2. NOI DUNG
2.1. Chii nghia dan tdc ling man & Viét Nam nira dau thé ki XX

Chu nghia dan tdc lang man, nhu dinh nghia cia William A. Wilson trong tiéu luan
Herder, Folklore and Romantic Nationalism (1973), 14 phong trao ma “cac trf thirc 4i qudc
nhiét thanh tim kiém nhimg ghi chép dén gian thoi qua khir, khong phai dé xem ngay trudc,
nguoi ta da séng nhu thé nao (vén 1a mbi quan tdm chinh cta nhimg nguoi hiéu ¢d) ma chu
yéu la dé kham pha nhitng hinh mau ‘lich s’ ma c6 thé dua vao d6 dé dinh dang lai hién
tai va kién tao tuong lai” [4, tr.819]. Ciing trong tiéu luan nay, W.A. Wilson da chi ra sy
khac bi¢t gitra chu nghia dan toc lang man va chu nghia dan toc tu do (liberal nationalism),
d6 1a “ch nghia dén toc lang man nhin manh vao cam xuc va ban nang (thay vi ly tri), vao
su khac biét cua dan toc (thay vi nhitng khat vong chung), va hon hét, vao viéc kién tao dan
toc dua trén cac truyén théng va nhimg huyén thoai cia thdi qua khu - tic 1 dya vao van
hoéa dan gian - thay vi nhiing thuc té chinh trj cta thoi hién tai” [4, tr.820]. Noi cach khac,
chu nghia dan tdc 1ang man hudng dén tim kiém nhirng “qué khr kha dung” (usable pasts)
trong van hoa dan gian dé phuc vu cho viéc kién tao dan tdc & thoi hién tai. Johnn Gottfried
Herder (1744-1803) duoc xem 13 “ngudi co trach nhiém cao nhét trong viéc khai sinh ra
chil nghia dan toc ling man” [4, tr.820] khi 6ng 1én tiéng kéu goi ngudi Diic quay vé véi
van hoa dan gian, dac biét la cac bai ca dén gian, vi d6 la noi chira dyng va luu gitt dau 4n
ctia tam hon Dtrc. Noi tiép Herder, hai anh em Jacob Grimm (1785-1863), Wilhelm Grimm
(1786-1859) va nhiéu nguoi khac cing xay dyung hinh anh dan toc Duc tir cac truyén cd, bai
ca, tuc ngit hay cac phong tuc thuan phac cia Duc dé giy dung niém tu ton dan toc cho
nguoi Bure va kéo ho ra khoi anh huong cta nguoi Phap dang nam quyén cai tri nude Pic
lac bay gio. Nhu W.A. Wilson chi ra, nhiing hat giong cua chu nghia dan toc ma Herder
gieo trong da dom hoa két trai ¢ nhiéu vung dét, chang han Trung va Dong Au, hay céc
nude thude dia & chau A va chau Phi.

! Trong bai viét mang tinh chat khai quat caa Ha Minh Ptic vé sy nghiép vin chuong cua Nguyén Dinh Thi, nhiing tiéu
luén, phé binh cua Nguyén Dinh Thi khong duoc phan tich ki ludng nhu cac sang tac tho, kich va tiéu thuyét clia cay but
nay. “Strc sdng ctia dan Viét Nam trong ca dao va c6 tich” dugc nhic dén trong diing mét cau vin thau tom dai y cia tiéu
luan nay [2].

2 Khai niém “qué khir kha dung” (usable past), theo chi din cua Raphael Utz (2005), c6 thé truy nguyén vé tiéu ludn
“Vom Nutzen und Nachteil der Historie fiir das Leben” [On the Uses and Disadvantages of History for Life/ Vé cong
dung va bét cép cua lich su dbi voi cude song] (1874) cua F. Nietzche (1844-1900) [15, tr.628]. Trong tiéu luan nay,
Nietzche cho rang khong the nhin lich stt ma khéng qua bat ¢r mot mang loc nao va trén thuc té, bit budc phai gidi cau
truc va tai cdu trac lich sir néu nhu viée d6 dem lai loi ich vé mit chinh tri. V& sau, “qua khir kha dung” thuong dugce dung
dé mo ta “cudc tim kiém nhiing gi da dién ra trong lich sir ma c6 thé dan dung dé hop thirc hoa va én dinh hoa ché do
moi” [5, tr.628].
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Viét Nam thoi thudc dia (nira cudi thé ky XIX - 1945) khong phai 13 ngoai 16. Su xam
lugc va d6 ho cua thuc dan Phap, sau do6 la dé quéc Nhat, d3 khién chu nghia dan tdc troi
day ¢ Viét Nam v6i nhiéu chu truong, xu hudng va phong trao dau tranh [6]. Trong sb do,
c6 xu huéng quay trd lai v6i vin hoa — nghé thuat dan gian ciia Viét Nam. Nhu Nguyén
Manh Tién da chi ra trong tham luan “Qudc gia hién lén tur cb tich” (2022), truyén ké dan
gian va didc biét 1a cac bai ca binh déan, phong tuc va cac sinh hoat & thén qué 1a nhimng chat
liéu chi dao ma céc tri thie Viét Nam & nira dau thé ky XX hé théng hoa, khai thac va
trung dung nham dinh dang Viét Nam va dung xdy van minh Viét Nam [7]. Tuyén tap
Truyén c6 nuée Nam (1934) cia On Nhu Nguyén Vin Ngoc c6 thé duoc xem nhu vi du
tiéu biéu nhit cho khuynh hudng ndy, vi ngay tir 16i mao du cia tuyén tip, On Nhu
Nguyén Vin Ngoc da khang dinh truyén c6 chinh 1a noi thé hién “tinh than ngudi Nam” va

“tinh hoa nudc Nam” [8, tr.ix-x]. Khong tiéc cong phu va thi gio dé gop nhit nhirng cau
chuyén cb va coi d6 nhu “mdt cai nghia vu thiéng liéng d6i V01 qua ntra phan vin chuong
ctia nude nha” nham nhac nhé nhing ngucn Viét Nam dang séng dudi ach cai tri cia thuc
dan Phap rang “ta 1a ta, khong phai 1a ai” [8, tr.xiii-ix], On Nhu Nguyén Vin Ngoc khang
dinh rang nhitng truyén trong tuyén tap nay “la cta riéng ciia nudc Nam, ty nguoi Nam
sang tac, xut san ra, ché khong phai di vay, di muon, nhd va ai ma duoc”, boi “khong c6
may truyén la khong ham mot, doi cau thanh ngir, hay sao ngir, ca hat hay phong dao bang
tiéng Nam, nghla la mot tha t1eng r1eng no lam cho nudc Nam m0’1 that la nuoc Nam Vay
Hung Vwong (1923) cua Nguyen DPao Quan va Luwgc ludn vé phu niv Vzet Nam (1944) cua
Lé Van Hoe. Truong hop dau tién, theo danh gia cua nha nghién ctru Nguyen Manh Tién,
khong phai 1a mot cudn sach suu tam cac truyén co dan gian thong thuong, ma “chira dung
¥ d6 cung cd két ndi than toc tuong tugng cua nguoi Nam vé mot quoc t6 chung, ma nhan
dan anh em trong nudc vi thé déu 1a ngudi trong mot ‘qudc toc> [7, tr.10-11]. Truong hop
thir hai huéng dén viéc lam 13 vi tri va vai tro cia phu nit Viét Nam trong van hoa va lich
sit Viét Nam, nhung n6 ciing nam trong khuynh huéng trung dung chét lidu dan gian dé
dinh dang dan tdc vi nhitng tu liéu dugc Le Van Hoe khai thac 1a truyén cd tich, phong dao,
ngan ngit, truyén tho Nom luu truyén trong dan gian va cac tu liéu lich su, va trong s6 do,
c6 nhitng tu li¢u dugc tac gia hinh dung 1a sy phan &nh tinh than va cdt cach cua dan toc,
chang han truyén cb tich. Theo Nguyén Manh Tién, sy hién dién cua nhiing dién ngdn
mang tinh than dan tdc chu nghia gén voi viée khai thac, st dung chét liéu dan gian ¢ Viét
Nam trong ba vi du trén day chinh la biéu hién cua chi nghia dén toc lang man ¢ Viét Nam
nua dau thé ky XX khi nhitng tri thirc bi cai tri ¢o y thirc vé sy ty chu va tim kiém su tu chu
vé mit van hoa trong tinh thé thudc dia. Trong céng cudc tim kiém d6, ho nhan ra folklore
1a chat lidu phu hop vi gdc gac co xua cua nd co thé dugc van dung vao viéc kién tao cin
cudc Viét Nam va khang dinh mot nén van hoa ban dia da c6 tir trude khi Viét Nam bi
nhimg ké ngoai lai xAm luoc va chiém doat.

Ki thyc, chi nghia dén toc lang man ¢ Viét Nam nua dau thé XX khong chi goi gon
trong ba vi du ma Nguyen Manh Tién (2022) da phan tich, ma con thé hién trong nhleu
truong hop khac, chang han bai phét biéu “Sirc song cua dén Viét Nam trong ca dao va cd
tich” vao nim 1944 ctia Nguyén Pinh Thi. Phan tiép theo cua bai viét s& lam rd diéu do.
2.2. Chii trwong tim vé qua khir ciia Nguyén Pinh Thi

Theo chu thich cta Nguyen Dinh Thi trong ban in ndm 1956, “Strc song clia dan Viét
Nam trong ca dao va c6 tich” ra doi vao dau nam 1944 khi Hoi Van hoa Cuu quoc da
chuyén vao hoat dong bi mat. Tai thoi diém 4y, “bon phat xit Phap Nhat tuyén truyén ‘Cach
mang qudc gia’, tinh than ching tdc, chi nghia ‘Pai Pong A’. Ching dua ra danh tir qubc
gia, dan toc dé danh lira thanh nién va khuyén khich nhitng xu huéng tén sing qua kh,
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quay vé voi nhitng tu tudng than bi va phong ki_én” va Nguyén Dinh Thi di thuyét trinh vé

“strc sdng cua dan Viét Nam trong ca dao va co tich” tai ngay hoi sinh vién nhu mot cach
phan tmg vai chu truong d6 cua thuce dan Phap va phat xit Nhat [3, tr.5]. Ngay tu phan mo
dau, Nguyen Pinh Thi da truc tiép dé cap dén khuynh hudng tim vé dan toc - mot khuynh
huéng ma nhu chinh 6ng miéu ta, dang * ‘rat manh” luc bay gio vi c6 sy héu thuan va khich
1¢ cua luc lugng cam quyen “Trong van hoc Viét Nam hi¢n nay dang n01 1én mét khuynh
huO’ng rat manh quay vé dan toc. Khip noi ludn ludn vang doi nhimg tiéng kéu goi quay veé
v6i tinh than Viét Nam, tim kiém tinh thin Viét Nam va noi tiéng Viét Nam cho thuan tuy”
[3, tr.5]. Khong khing dinh su dung sai cua khuynh hudng d6, & nhitng dong tiép theo,
Nguyén Dinh Thi chi binh luan ring tim hiéu tinh than Viét Nam khong phai 1a viéc dé
dang. Qua thyc, trong khi viéc “noi t1eng Viét Nam cho thudn tay” c6 thé dat duoc bang
cach no lyc gitr gin sy trong sang cua tiéng Viét dé né khong bj lai cing, bién tudng trong
thoi budi “mua Au gid A”, viéc dinh dang “tinh than Viét Nam” kho khin hon nh1eu néu
xét dén qua trinh ton tai ciia manh dat Viét Nam trong lich stt. Nguoi Viét Nam tién hién
dai khong chi tuan theo tin ngudng va phong tuc ban dia ma con chiu anh huong tir Nho
gi4o, Phat gido va Pao giao, dong thoi, nhiing toc ngudi khac nhau cing cu tra trén manh
dat Viét Nam lai co nhiing nén vin hoa khac nhau, thé nén, tim kiém “tinh than Viét Nam”
& mot thue thé Viét théng nhét trong da dang la diéu cuc ki nan gidi. Nhu N guyén binh Thi
nhan théy, da co6 nhitng “nhan xét voi vang trong van hoc hién dai” [3, tr.5] vé van dé nay,
ma mot trong sd d6 13 nhan dinh cua Vi Ngoc Phan (1902-1987) trong cudn Trén duong
ngh¢ thugt (1940). Khai quat cua Vi Ngoc Phan vé viéc ndi budn 1a dic tinh cua vin
chuong Viét Nam da bi Nguyén Pinh Thi phé phan boi hai Iy do: Thir nhat, khai quat nay
“d& dua t6i nhirng tu twong bi quan, va nghi ngo, yéu 6t”; Thr hai, khai quat nay xuét phat
tor viéc Vi Ngoc Phan chi khao sat “van chuong thugng lu’u ctia mot so it ngudi chiu khudn
kho cua Khong gido, Phat gido, Lao gido” - nhiing tac gia “khong thé xtng dang 1a dai biéu
cho tinh than chan chinh cua dan toc ta” [3, tr.5]. Ly do thu nhat ma Nguyén Dinh Thi néu
ra cho thdy trong hinh dung ciia ong, ngudi cam but dong vai tro quan trong trong viéc dinh
huéng du luén xa hoi va nhimng diéu ma ho viét ra c6 thé anh huong dén cam xuc, “tdm
trang tap thé” ciia mot cong dong. O 1y do tht hai, Nguyén Dinh Thi cho thdy mot quan
niém toan dién vé vin héa/ vin hoc Viét Nam - thir khong chi dugc cau thanh boi van hoc
thanh vin cta nhimg ngudi thudc ting 16p tinh hoa trong x4 hoi ma con co sy dong gop cua
van chuong truyen khau cta nguoi binh dan - nhing dam dong v6 danh nhung da timg hién
di¢n. Boi the Nguyen binh Thi lap luan rang khong thé khong xét dén van chuong truyén
khau néu “mudn hiéu rd cai nguon song chay trong mach mau déan toc ching ta” va hai bo
phén cua véan chuong truyén khau ma o6ng cho 1a €0 thé thuc sy “biéu 16 dugc y nghi, tinh
cam va doi séng cua dan ta” chinh 13 ca dao va co tich® [3, tr.6]. C6 thé thay, ngay tir phan
mé dau cua bai phat biéu nay, Nguyen Dinh Thi d3 thé hién muc dich tranh bién chinh tri -
xa hoi cua minh.

Thong diép chinh ma Nguyen Dinh Thi muén truyen tai to1 thanh nién Viét Nam -
nhing khan thinh gia dang lang nghe 6ng tai thoi diém d6 duogc thé hién trong nhing phan
sau ctia bai phat biéu, khi tac gia lap luan rang tinh than Viét Nam khong phai la buén nhu
nhimg gi ma Vit Ngoc Phan dé khai quat, ma trai lai, d la mot “tinh than ham séng, vui vé,
ham tranh d4u, lac quan, tin tuéng & giéng noi, tin tuong ¢ thién nhién, tin tuéng O tuong
lai” [3, tr.8]. Nhiing tac pham vin hoc dan glan ma Nguyén Dinh Thi lya chon dé dua vao
bai phat biéu nay déu phuc vu dic luc cho viéc minh hoa cac luan diém cua 6ng. Bén canh

3 Khai niém “cd tich” ma Nguyén Dinh Thi sir dung tai thoi diém d6 c6 thé duoc hiéu 1a “truyén ¢d” noéi chung, vi nhiing
vi du ma 6ng din ra bao ham c4 truyén thuyét, than thoai va truyén cb tich (theo cach phan biét hién nay).
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nhitng bai ca dao va truyén co tich thé hién tinh than 'déu tranh, 1ong ham séng va nghi luc
bén bi, Nguyén Dinh Thi con nhic dén nhiing tac ph?im co séc thai tram lang hon, gén voi
nhirg cam xuc u budn hon, nhung khong quén khang dinh rang d6 khong phai 1a ndi budn
bi luy, tiéu cuc. Nhimg cu ca dao vé ndi nhé, vé& ndi budn, qua sy phan tich cia Nguyen
Dinh Thi, déu tré thanh nhimg minh ching cho viéc ngudi Viét Nam ciing trai qua day du
nhimg cung béc cam xuc trong tinh yéu - tir nhd thuong cho dén that vong - nhung khong
phai thir “tinh yéu yéu du01 6m o, mot tinh yéu wa toi 161, wa quén lang, mot tinh yéu lam
1an vi tudng rang phal ric r01 kho hleu v0 ly mai thye séu xa” nhu “quan niém cua cac nha
tho lang man bay gid”, ma “nguoi Viét Nam yéu dé duoc thém manh mé; yéu dé song duoc
thém hing héi, tranh dau duoc thém viing bén, chir khong phai yéu dé ma ddm dubi trong
tinh yéu va quén lang hét cudc song” [3, tr.16]. Tuong tw, Nguyén Dinh Thi ciing dung van
hoc dan gian dé chimg minh rang nguoi Viét Nam c6 budn, nhung khong phai 1a nhiing ndi
budn “vo van, vo ¢, tuyét vong, hoai nghi, chan nan thuong thay trong mot sd thanh nién
ngay nay. Trai lai, d6 1a mot noi budn lanh manh, khée khoan, ndi budn thanh thuc cta
nhitng nguoi ham song mot ndi budn trung hau, chinh truc” [3, tr.17]. Khong kho dé nhan
thiy y thirc so sanh cua Nguyén Dinh Thi trong nhitng nhan dinh trén day: 6ng dé cap dén
quan niém vé tinh yéu va nhan sinh trong van chuong binh dan dé so sanh véi quan niém
cua cac nha tho lang man bay gio” va noi budn cia “mot sd thanh nién ngay nay”. Qua
thuc, ndi budn van duge xem 14 dic trung cia van hoc lang man va cling la sac thai thuong
thdy trong cac sang tic cua tri thirc Viét Nam ntra dau thé ky XX. Tuy nhién, d6 khong phai
1a tat ca dac diém cua van hoc lﬁng man Viét Nam lic by gio. Pua ra nhing dbi trong nhur
the Nguyén Dinh Thi da ngu y ve€ van hoc lang man Viét Nam nira ddu thé ki XX nhu mot
nén vian hoc yéu dudi va xa 101 doi song thyc té. La thanh vién cia Hoi Van hoa Ciu qudc,
Nguyén Dinh Thi ¢ thoi diém 4y chic chin da tiép thu ban Dé cirong vé vin héa Viét Nam
(1943) cua Bang Cong san Bong Duong ma anong Chinh dai di¢n soan thdo. Trong ban
dé cuong do, bo phén van hoc dugc nhitng nguoi cai tri cho pheép luu hanh hop phap ¢ Viét
Nam ntra dau thé ki XX (trong d6 c6 van hoc lang man) duoc hinh dung nhu mét nén vin
hoc ¢6 tinh chat nd dich. O bai phat biéu caa minh nim 1944, Nguyén Pinh Thi da cy thé
hoa cach hinh dung 4y ciia Pang Cong san Dong Duong vé lich str vin hoa Viét Nam bang
nhitng phép so sanh ctia minh*. Long ghép cach hinh dung d6 trong bai phat biéu tai ngay
hoi sinh vién ndm 1944, Nguyén Dinh Thi nd luc kéo thanh nién Viét Nam thoat khoi
nhitng cam xuc ti€u cyc va dem dén mot nhan thire khac vé “tinh than Viét Nam”, hay dang
hon, “ban sic Viét Nam” - thtr ma ong khai quat thanh “tinh than vui vé, lac quan, ham
song, ham vat 16n” cua nhitng con ngudi ludén “tranh ddu dé c6 mot doi sdng xung dang”
[3, tr.23-24].

bé cung c¢b cho luan diém ctia minh, Nguyén Dinh Thi khong chi phé phan nhiing khai
quat c6 thé 1am suy giam long tu ton dan toc cua nguoi Viét Nam (nhu khai quat cua Vi
Ngoc Phan) ma con nan chinh nhitng bai ca dao va truyén c¢6 tich ma ong lwa chon lam vi
du minh hoa thanh nhiing tiéng néi dai dién cho tinh than lac quan, ham song, khong ngai
dau tranh va x4 than cua nguoi Vi€t Nam. Vi du tiéu biéu nhat cho su nan chinh nay 1a viéc
ong dlen giai lai truyén thuyet vé Thanh Giéng (hay Phu Pong Thanh Giéng) — mdt tich
truyén vbn rat quen thudc v&i ngudi Viét Nam. Nguyén Dinh Thi dwa ra mét tudng tugng
rat doc dédo vé cau chuyén Thdnh Gidng: Sau khi dep tan quan gidc, nguoi trai lang Phu

# Cach hinh dung dy s& con dwoc Nguyén Dinh Thi va nhiing nguoi déng chi huéng véi 6ng, ching han Nguyén Hiru
DPang (1913-2007) [9] va Nhu Phong (1917-1985) [10], tiép tuc nhin manh trong nhiing bai viét sau Cach mang thang
Tam dé khéng dinh cac tac phém van hoc/ van hoa thoi thudc dia mang tinh chit “xu thoi, udn theo vong st ctia bon
théng tri, xa thyc trang nude ta, xa nguyén vong nhan dén ta” [11].
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Pong con an thém mot bita com rdi nhay xudng hd Tay tam, sau d6 6m Vet thuong lén
ngya, di tim mt ring cdy 4m u nao do, ngodi dua mot goc cay to, gidu kin ndi dau ctia minh
ma chét [3, tr.21]. Tuy nhién, tuong tugng nay cua Nguyen Dinh Thi khong c6 chung muc
dich “qudc sir dinh ngoa” (dinh chinh lai nhing diéu 1am 13n trong quoc su) voi Lé Van
Hoe — nguoi cho rang sy that trong cau chuyén Thdnh Gidng c6 18 1a “dep xong gidc An,
Phu Péng Thién Vuong voi phi ngya vé Kinh bao tiép, chang dé t6i nii Séc Son, ngyua
phong mau qua, vap phai d4 khuyu xudng, trong khi bat y, Phu Pong Thién Vuong nga
ngua thiét mang chang?” [12, tr.48]. Néu Lé Van Hoe 1y giai rang két thiic cta cau chuyén
Thanh Giéng nhu ching ta biét hién nay (Gidng cudi ngua 1én nii Soc Son 16i bay 1én troi)
1a két qua cua sy théu dét dé bién mot nguoi thanh mot buc phi pham cho dan ching dem
1ong kinh phuc, sung bai [12, tr.48] thi Nguyen Dinh Thi lai 1ap luan rang tri tuong tuong
ctia dan ching da bién chang trai lang Phu Dong thanh mot vi than dé giam bot sac thai bi
dat cua cau chuyén nay, qua do, nhan manh rang nhing tinh thé dang u uat déu duoc nguoi
Viét Nam thay ddi dé cau chuyén khong con budn tham nira va lan toa nhiing thong diép
tich cuc toi moi ngudi [12, tr.21-22]. Cach dién giai ndy ciia Nguyén Dinh Thi 1a mot doi
trong voi xu huéng viét lai than pha va soan kinh vé dtrc Thanh Giong & hoi dén Giong va
hoi dén Soc Son ma cac vi quan tong ddc, tuan phi va tri huyén ngudi Viét Nam thyc hién
duéi su chi dao ciia S¢ Liém phong Ha Noi (mot co quan trong bd may cam quyén cua
Phép tai Viét Nam) luc bay gid. Trong khi cac than pha, kinh ké vé Thanh Giéng duoc bién
soan theo chi thi ctia thuc dan “pha tron da cac tha giao ly Phat, Dao va Khéng, dﬁy ray tu
tuong duy tdm, than bi, phan dong, cot khuyén dan nghéo mé tin vao than thanh, ngoan
ngodn v6i ‘bé trén’ (tirc 1a voi chinh quyén thuc dan Phap) va “ch¢ ¢ ndi loan’ (nghia 1a
dung lam cach mang, khong hop véi ‘dic thanh Pong von tir bi’)” [13, tr. 315-316], thong
diép ma Nguyén Dinh Thi khai quét nén tir cdu chuyén Thdnh Giéng (va mot s6 cau chuyén
khac) chinh la “tinh than Viét Nam khong ua bi dat, khong wa dem cal bat lyc cua con
nguoi trude sé ménh ra ma say sua. Nguoi dan ta luc nao ciing trong sy séng hon céi chét,
va khong cong nhan s6 ménh dau dén ma tim cach chéng lai dinh ménh, chira lai dinh
ménh, dé lam diu bét nhitng vét thuong, dé ting thém 1ong tin twong, vui vé, ham soéng” [3,
tr.23].

Pong thoi, nhimg dién g1a1 clia ong vé cac bai ca dao, truyén co tich da hinh thanh tir
thué xa xuwa déu mang ham ¥ lién h¢ voi tinh thé thudc dia hién tai. Chang han, Nguyen
Dinh Thi dan ra nhiing cau ca dao Ve canh loan ly (4i lam 16 bé rung ngan/ Cho to ca vo,
cho dan chim bay) nhu mudn néi vé tinh canh cta nguoi Viét Nam lac by gid dudi su cai
tri cua thuc dan Phap va phat xit Nhét. Nhimg cau ca dao vé sy doan két, dum boc 1an nhau
giltra nhirng ¢4 nhén thudc cung mot cong dong (Khon ngoan doi dap nguoi ngoai/ Ga cing
mét me ché hodi dd nhau; Nhiéu diéu phii ldy gid guong/ Nguoi trong mot nudc thi thuong
nhau ciing) duong nhu 13 101 nhan nhi ciia Nguyén Pinh Thi vé viéc nguoi Viét Nam can
sat canh bén nhau dé danh bat gidc ngoai xam ra khoi bo coi. Ong cﬁng dan ra nhiing cau
ca dao tryuc tiép dé cap dén y chi dau tranh cua béc nam tr - nhirng ngucn thuong duge xem
1a dong vai tro chinh trong sy nghiép v¢ quoc (Lam trai cho dang nén trai/ Xuong dong,
dong tinh, lén doai, doai yén) va truyén tai niém tin twong vao chién thang cudi cung cua
mot luc luong c6 thé yéu thé hon nhung quat cuong va doan két (Nuwc cuoi chau chau da
xe/ Tuwong rcfng chdu ndt, ai dé xe nghiéng; Mot cay lam chcfng nén non/ Ba cdy chum lai
nén hon nui cao). Ket thuc bai phat biéu ciia minh, Nguyen Dinh Thi truc t1ep dé cap dén
st ménh voi TO quoc cua thanh nién Viét Nam trong mét cau van dai, 1am li va thong thiét,
tac dong manh m& dén cam xuc va tu tudng cua ngudi tiép nhan: “Khong giam minh trong
qua khu, trong nhimg tinh cam to1 161, yéu mém, khong say sua, dau don vi dinh ménh, ca
dao va cb tich Viét Nam khuyén nguoi thanh nién phai biét can dam, nhin thang vao cudc
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séng, nhan cho ro nhing van dé can giai quyét trong d6, roi lan vao doi, dem tdm long
trung héu, strc manh doi dao thing than cua minh cing v6i ngudi chung quanh gitr viing
Itra song truyén tu bao doi khoi bi rap tat, va ngudn song cua dan toc luu thong thé hé no
sang the hé kia khoi bi kho can, dé lam cho nhung moi dau thuong moi ngay mdt it hon va
cudc séng trong non song gim voc ching ta moi ngay mot dang song hon” [3, tr.24].

Tém lai, voi Nguyén Dinh Thi, ban sdc dan toc c6 thé duge tim thay trong van hoc dan
gian, noi luu giit tiéng néi, suy nghi, cam nhan va 1a chi du cho thé giéi tinh than cua
nguoi Viét Nam - nhiing thir da dinh hinh tir trudc khi dat Viét bi xam lang va tré thanh
thudc dia cua thuc dan Phap va phat xit Nhat. Ban sic éy, nhu Nguyén Dinh Thi chi ra,
chinh 14 tinh than ham séng, ham d4u tranh, khong chiu de nén, 4p buic, luén lac quan va tin
tudng vao tuong lai. Khai thac van hoc dén gian dé lam chat liéu cho vi€c tai dyng lich st
va dinh dang ban sic dan toc, Nguyén Dinh Thi nd lyc xay du’ng mdi gan két giita qua khir
va hién tai dé nhan manh rang nhitng nguoi Viét Nam song cung thoi voi 6ng, trong do co
do6i ngii thanh nién, can tlep tuc truyén thong yéu nudc va diu tranh a ay Su sdc sao trong tu
duy Kkhi cong hudng voi kha nang tu tur cua Nguyén Pinh Thi di bién bai phat biéu “Sirc
song cua dan Vi€t Nam trong ca dao va cb tich” tré thanh mot 10i hiéu triéu thanh nién din
than cho sy nghiép ctiru quoc. Tim vé qua khu theo phuong thirc ma Nguyén Dinh Thi thyc
hién, nhu vay, chinh 1a dé dinh dang ban séic va kién tao truyen thdng dan toc nham phuc vu
cho nhiém vu 14t 6 ach do ho cua thuc dan Phap va dé quoc Nhat, gianh lai doc lap, tu do
cho nhan dan Viét Nam & thoi hién tai. Nguyén DPinh Thi khong don ddc trong hanh trinh
tim vé qué khu éy, ma nhu da nodi, day 1a mot xu hudng cua tri thirc Viét Nam thoi thudc
dia: chu nghia dan toc lang man. Chu nghia dan tdc lang man ma Nguyén Pinh Thi va
nhimg tri thirc 4i qubc khac di diy 1én ¢ nira dau thé ky XX s& phat trién manh mé trong
giai doan 1954-1975 duéi hinh thirc ctia phong trao phuc hdi va phat huy vén ¢d vin nghé
cta dan toc nho sy ¢6 vii va dinh hudng vé mit tu twong’ cung sy hau thuan béng cac chinh
sach® ctia Chinh phu nuéc Viét Nam Déan chit Cong hoa. O phong trao d6, van hoc dan gian
tiép tuc dugc xem nhu nhitng “qua khir kha dung” dé str dung vao viéc kién tao nén nhiing
hinh dung méi vé qubc gia/ dan toc. D6 1a hinh dung vé mot Viét Nam tir lau da c6 mot nén
vin nghé phong phu va dic sic dé chéng lai “tu twong khinh miét vin nghé cua dan toc
minh”, “nhiing thanh kién bat cong va hep hoi” va “thai d6 tu ti cho 1a dan tdc ta lac hau,
mat géc, khong co su nghiép van hoa gi dang ké” (Truong Chinh) [15, tr.84- 86]. D6 cling
1a hinh dung vé mét Vi€t Nam yéu nudc, doan két, ddm ddu tranh, kién cudng trong gian
kho va ludn ngang cao dau du phai d6i mit voi nhitng d6i thu stmg so dugc trang bi vii khi

5 Chéng han, Hd Chi Minh — Chu tich nwéc Viét Nam Dan cha Cong hoa khi éy nhé&n manh réng: “Khong phuc hdi vén cb
van ngh¢ dan tdc, dé mét mat di 1a c6 tdi voi td tién ching ta” (Dan theo [14, tr.4]). Trong bai ndi chuyén tai Hoi nghi Vin
hoa toan mién Bic 14n thir nhét dién ra vao ngay 30/5/1956, Pham Van Dong — Thu tuéng Chinh phu Viét Nam Dén chu
Cong hoa cling thiét tha kéu goi bdi dudng vbn cii dan toc va bao tdn céc di tich lich s, vi “mdt nude khong c6 di tich
lich str thi mét y nghia di” [15, tr.94]. Bén canh nhitng dinh hudng duoc néu ra trong cac hdi nghi vé& van hoa/ van nghé,
nhimg cudn sach mang tinh 1y luan ciing dwoc xudt ban dé hudng dan van nghé si phuc hdi va phat huy von cb van nghé
dan toc theo dung chii truong ctia Pang va Nha nude. V& van dé nay, xem [14], [15], [16].

6 Thang 4/1952, Chinh quyén nudc Viét Nam Dan chi Cong hoa thanh 1ap Poan tudng Lién khu 5 va danh cho don vi nay
nhiéu wu dii dé phat trién n6 thanh mot don vi dién hinh cho viéc phuc hdi, phat trién nghé thuat tudng. Ban Nghién ctru
Tuéng duoc thanh 18p vao nam 1958. Mot nam sau, Truong Nghé thuat San khéu duoc thanh lap. Nhiéu 16p dao tao dién
vién san khiu dugc t6 chirc. Chuong trinh hat chéo va hudng dan thinh gia hat chéo dugc phat song hang ngay trén dai
phat thanh. Dé biét cu thé vé van dé nay, xem [17]. Bén canh d6, Nha nudc ciing co nhitng chinh sach dai ngd cu thé danh
cho nhing van nghé si tham gia phong trio nay. Ching han, quyét dinh s6 255-VH/QD ctia B§ Van hoa nuée Viét Nam
Dan chii Cong hoa ban hanh ngay 11/4/1961 quy dinh 16 kinh phi hd trg danh cho cac nghé nhan dwgc moi dé khai thac
vbn cb dan toc, trong d6 co tién an, tién tau xe, tién thué phong tro, tién mua vé xem céc chuong trinh biéu dién mdi tudn
mot 1an dé nang cao trinh dog, tién thué xe van chuyén dung cu/ nhac cu dé biéu dién, chi phi mua vat dung ca nhan, vién
phi va chi phi mai tang. Cuy thé, xem [18].
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hién dai. Nhiing hinh dung nay, c6 thé thay, da it nhleu dugc Nguyén Pinh Thi dé cap dén
trong “Strc song cua dan Viét Nam trong ca dao va cb tich” - bai phat bicu tac dong manh
mé den cam xuc va tu tudng ciua nguoi tiép nhan, dinh hinh nhimg ly tuong vé ban sic va
t’ruyen thdng tét dep cua dan toc Viét Nam va kich thich ho dén thin cho nhiing 1y tuéng
ay.
3. KET LUAN ‘ ‘
Mic du “Stre song cua dan Viét Nam trong ca dao va ¢ tich” von 1a mot bai phat biéu
trong mot su kién cua sinh vién nhung no6 1a chi diu cho sy hién dién cta chu nghia dan toc
lang man ¢ Viét Nam thoi thude dia, khi mot bo phan tri thirec Viét Nam nd luc gay dung
long tu ton dan toc va kién tao ban sic/ truyén thong dan toc dua trén cac chat liéu folklore
nhu ca dao, ¢ tich, ngan ngir, truyén tho Nom khuyét danh... Nhitng nd luc d6 van dugc
tiép tuc & nira sau thé ky XX va phat trién thanh mot phong trao 16n manh, c6 anh huong
sau rong trén ca nuoc - phong trao phuc hoi va phat huy von ¢6 vin nghe cua dan toc. Bang
nhiing luan dlem tha vi, dan ching phong pht va ¢ stre lién tuong, giong di¢u truyén cam,
dic biét 12 sy sic sao va khic chiét trong tu duy va hanh van, bai phat biéu nay cua Nguyén
binh Thi da gop phan vao viéc dinh hinh cac y niém vé ban sdc dan tdc, strc song dan toc,
truyen thong dan toc Viét Nam. Nhu lich st da cho thdy, niém tin vé nhiing truyén thong va
ban sac ay da gop phan dem lai chién thang cho dan toc Viét Nam trudc nhitng dbi tha co
vii khi tbi tan hon ho rat nhiéu.
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VIETNAM ROMANTIC NATIONALISM IN THE EARLY
TWENTIETH-CENTURY: THE CASE OF NGUYEN DINH THI
(1924-2003)

Abstract: The unique mark of Nguyén Pinh Thi (1924-2003) in music, philosophy,

theater, and literature has been studied by many researchers. However, his contribution to
the theory and criticism of literature and arts has received little attention. The article
focuses on a speech by Nguyén Pinh Thi before the August Revolution in 1945 - “The
Vitality of the Vietnamese People in Folk Songs and Fairy Tales” - that is not only
remarkable for the issues it raises and the way the author argues and presents his views,
but also for its significance at its times. Situating this speech within the context of romantic
nationalism in early twentieth-century Vietnam, the article shows Nguyén Dinh Thi’s
contribution to construct Vietnamese national traditions and shape Vietnamese national
identity.

Keywords: Shaping national identity, new visions of the nation, constructing national
traditions, searching for usable pasts, looking back at the past.



