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Tém tit: Tran Thiy Mai ting thanh cong voi thé loai tiéu thuyét lich sir qua tac pham Tir
Du Thai hau (2019). Véi tiéu thuyét lich sir Cong chiia Pong Xudn (2023), nit nha van
mot lan nita khdng dinh tai ndng ciia minh véi the logi nay. Chdt liéu lich surva yeu 16
hie cdu la hai thanh phan quan trong khong thé vang mdt trong thé loai tiéu thuyét lich
sir. Trong tiéu thuyét Cong chiia Pong Xudn, Tran Thity Mai da thé hién sw hoa phoi
kheo léo gitta van chuwong nghé thudt va sw that lich sw, mot mat givp phé bién, dwa
lich sir dén gan hon véi cong ching, mat khac cong hién cho ban doc mét sang tac vin
chwong giau gid tri tham mi. Bang phwong phap déi chiéu giiva lich sir véi van hoc va
tiép cdn tac pham tir thi phdp thé loai, bai viet gop phan tim hiéu nhitng biéu hién cua
sw hoa quyén giita chat ligu lich sir va yéu té hw cdu ciing nhur nhédn dién hiéu qua thim
my cua chung trong tiéu thuyét lich sir Céng chiia Pong Xudn. Hudng tlep can lién
nganh nay gop phdn khang dinh vai tro cua lich sir trong viéc cung cdp chat liéu xdc
thiee cho vin hoc va mé réng bién do thé loai, dong thoi givip lam phong phii, sdu sdc
hon trai nghiém cho ban doc trong nhdn thirc va giai thich lich su.
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1. DAT VAN DE
Tran Thuy Mai 1a mot cdy bat nit tai nang cua xi Hué tho. Nha vin da khang dinh
dugc vi thé va tam quan trong cia minh trén van dan Viét Nam voi thé loai truyén ngin,
qua nhung tap truyén nhu: Tro choi cam (1998), Thwong nhé hodng lan (2003), Trang noi
ddy giéng (2010), Mira doi sau, Nguweoi ban linh hon (2019),.. . Trong s6 d6, tap Thdp tw hoa
da duogc trao giai A Van hoc C6 d6 2008. Bén canh truyén ngan, Tran Thuy Mai con 1a mét
ciy bit tai ning vé thé loai tiéu thuyét lich str. Sau thanh cong vang doi cua tac pham dau
tay Tir Du Thdi hdu (2019), véi giai Nhat cudc thi Tiéu thuyét lan thir V (2016-2019) cia
Hoi Nha van Viét Nam va giai Sach Hay cua Vién Gido duc IRED (2020), Tran Thuy
Mai lai lan nira tao nén mot “con sOt” trén van dan voi sy ra doi cua b tiéu thuyét lich sur
Cong chita Pong Xudn (2023). Lan gi0 tung trang sach, doc gia khong nhitng bi cubn vao
“thoi doan” lich st tan khdc cta Triéu Nguyén voi bao bién dong thang tram, duoc tai hién
sinh dong va day am anh qua cudc doi cta nang cong chua Pong Xuén (tic Nguyén Phiic
Gia Phiic) véi vu 4n “hoa gian” ring dong ca kinh thanh luc biy gio ma con tham thia, thon
thirc truée nhitng 4ng van thim dam tinh cam, triét 1i voi khong it nhitng pha gy can, bat
ngo trong nhimg sang tao ma nir nha van mang lai.
Tac pham Céng chiia Bong Xudn, chat liéu lich sir ¢3 duoc nha van Tran Thuy Mai st
dung dé lam © ‘gia d6” vitng chéc cho tac pham qua nhiing sy kién, nguoi that, viéc that. Bén
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canh d6, hu cau ciing 1a mot yéu t6 khong thé thiéu trong thé loai tiéu thuyét lich sir, khi ma
tam hon, tinh cach, nét sinh hoat, tng xir cia nhitng con ngudi & qua khtr déu duoc tai hién
qua tri tudng twong phong phu cia nha van, dugc Tran Thuy Mai diém xuyét mot cach tinh
té va co chu dich, lam cho Céng chiia Pong Xudn mang dém gid tri ngh¢ thut.

Pén nay, ¢ Viét Nam da c6 nhiing nghlen ctiru vé tac gia Tran Thuy Mai, tiéu biéu nhu:
Cdm thirc van hod Hué trong truyén ngan Tran Thity Mai cua Hoang Thi Hué (2011), Nghé
thudt xdy dung nhan vat trong truyén ngdn Tran Thity Mai tir g6¢ nhin vin hod cua Hoang
Thi Hugé, Nguyen Xuén Thanh va Nguyén Phudc Minh Nhat (2021), Khong gian van hoa
triéu Nguyen trong tiéu thuyét Tir Dy Théi hdu ciia Tran Thity Mai cua Nguyen Vian Tuong
(2022), Tiéu thuyet Tir Du thdi hdu lich sir géc nhin nit tinh cia Nguyén Thi Tinh Thy
(2023),... Bang phuong phap dbi chiéu giita lich str véi van hoc va tiép can tac pham tir
thi phap thé loai, bai viét s& chi ra su két hop giira chat liéu lich st va yéu t6 hu ciu trong
tiéu thuyét lich sir Céng chita Pong Xudn cta Tran Thuy Mai dé thiy dugc sy hdi sinh ctia
lich sir qua tai nghé ctia nit nha vin x Hug.

2. NOI DUNG
2.1. Sw két hop gitta chit ligu lich si va yéu té hw ciu qua nhan vit

Trong ticu thuyét Céng chiia Bong Xudn, hinh tuong cac nhan vat dugc lay chat li¢u
ttr chinh sir v6 cung da dang. Trong s6 do, ta co thé diém qua mot s6 nhan vat nhu: thai hau
Tt Dy, vua Tu Pirc ciing ton that hoang tdc va cac quan vin, vo nhu Nguyén Tri Phuong,
Phan Thanh Gian, Nguyén Vian Tudng, Ton Tat Thuyét, Hoang T4 Viém,... Nhung dic
biét hon hét 1a cong chiia Dong Xuan, tirc Nguyén Phiic Gia Phiic — mdt nhan vat day tai
tiéng trong lich sir voi c4 tinh doc ddo va sd phan bi thuong. Cac nhan vat déu dugc thé
hién chan thyc trong vai tro lich sir va sinh déng nhu nhirng con nguoi bang xuong bang
thit cua doi thudng, tir nhitng bién cb trong con béo tap chinh tri cho dén nhiing noi niém
thuong nhat, co khi 1a nhitng tim sy sau kin nhat. Nhimg nhan vat nhu Nguyén Vin Tudng,
Tén Théat Thuyét, Nguyén Truong To, Hoang T4 Viém,... déu kha phirc tap va sau ngay dat
nuée Poi méi, di dugc nghién ctiru cong phu véi cach nhin nhan, danh gia khach quan hon
nhung riéng truong hop Gia Phuc thi chua duge minh giai thoa dang. Co 1€ vi thyc té ay,
ticu tuyét Cong chiia Pong Xudn da ra doi d¢ bu 1ap khoang tréng nay.

1. Xut than cta nang cong chila duoc tac gia miéu ta dung nhu trong Pai Nam liét
truyén (tap 3), voi danh nghia 1a con cua Tu Du Thai Hadu nhung than thé lai 1a con cua
cung nhan ho Ho: “La con gdi thir 35 ciia Hién To Chwong Hodng dé, me la Cung nhdn ho
Ho, sinh nam Thiéu Tri thir 7” [1; tr.154]. Khi truong thanh, nang két duyén cing Nguyén
Lam - con trai thir cua vi danh tudng lung 13y Nguyén Tri Phuong, diéu nay ciing dugc ghi
chép: “Nam Qui Hoi (1863) ba ldy chong la Pho md Pé ity Nguyén Lam nguoi Quang
Pién” [2; tr.365]. Tuy nhién, trong cac tai lidu chinh str, nhitng ghi chép vé tinh cach cia
Gia Phuc v6 cing it 61, tham chi 1a khong dé cap dén. Vi vay, bang thi phap hu ciu, Tran
Thuy Mai da nhao ndn nén mét Gia Phuc co tinh cach v6 cung déc biét. Nang co phan hoi
n6i loan, khong gidng voi nhimg nit nhan binh thuong khac trong xa hoi luc bay gio. Tir
nho, Gia Phiic da khong chii tim dén viéc trau doi pham hanh ma cir sudt ngay tung tang,
chay nhay cung v6i hai ngudi anh ctia minh 12 Hong Huu va Hong Dat. Ct cach co doi
phan di biét ciia nang chinh 12 ngudn con ctia moi su giém pha, do xét: “Khoai san khé ma
bzén thanh sam qué, dit cho ¢é hdp vang, tii gam” [3; tr.32] va ciing 1a du bao ching lanh
vé mot s6 phan trong twong lai. Su than thiét ngay tir nho ciing hai nguoi anh trai, dac biét
1a v6i Hong Huu ciing dugc Tran Thiy Mai goi nén dé lam tién dé cho mot vu an “chan
dong” sau nay.
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2. Pay la vu an co that, Dai Nam thuc luc chinh bién dé ngii ky quyén 1V chép vé vu
nay nhu sau: “Phu chinh than than Gia Hung vwong kiém sung Tén nhdn phi Tén chinh
Hong Huwu bi i, cdch chire twde, phdi an tri ¢ phii Cam L. Truede ddy, Chan Tinh qudn
céng la Mién Tri tdu hdc vieong dy vi nhdn viéc tw bé viéc cong, tiét 16 quan quéc trong su,
gia di thém thoi dam duc (cung voi cong chua Déng Xudn can t6i tude tich, doi theo ho me
la Ho Thi Poc théng gian sinh con)...” [4]. Pai Nam Liét truyén cling dé cap: “Chiia ¢
goa, sau co toi nén bi phé lam nguoi thwong dan, doi theo ho me. Sau biét so' hoi, Pong
Khdnh nam At Déu, gia on cho khai phuc, doi phong lam Phuc Lé~ cong chua” [5; tr.154].
Vu éan duoc két luan hét sic chong vanh, cac ghi chép ciing véan tat khién nhiéu céu hoi
nghi van duoc dat ra. So v6i mot giai doan co nhiéu bién dong va sb phan lich st lam thang
tram ctia ca dan toc thi s phan ciia mot nit nhi c6 thé 1a khong dang ké. Nhung voi tAim
long ctia mot nha van nit, Tran Thiy Mai t6 ra cdm canh cho nang cong chiia véi vét nho
ngan doi khon rira sach boi mot vu xir an thiéu minh bach. Dudi goc nhin ctia nha van,
cong chua Pong Xuan c6 1& chi 1a mot nan nhan, tham chi 1a con tbt trén van cd quyén lyc.

3. Nhan vat ¢6 anh huong quyet dinh dén cudc doi va s phan cia Pong Xuén cong
chta khéng ai khac 13 Tén That Thuyét. Hinh twong nhan vat ndy ciing dugc Tran Thuy
Mai tap trung khic hoa, so v6i cac tai lidu chinh sir van c6 nhitng diém tuong dong va khac
biét. Theo Tran Trong Kim, Ton Thit Thuyét: “ld nguwoi tinh noéng ndy, dir doi, ai ciing
khiép so. Nhung tai nang thi kém, ma lai nhat gan, cho nén da nghi va hay chém giet 5t” [6;
tr.223]. Trong Cong chiia Dong Xudn, hinh anh Ton That Thuyét dugce Tran Thuy Mai khic
hoa 14 vi tuéng hiéu chién twong tu nhu nhiing ghi cheép trong chinh su: “Da cam guwom
trong tay, thi cir viéc chém thiy nhw chém chuéi” [7, tr.303]. Bén canh do, bang thu phap hu
c4u, hinh twong cua diing tudng Toén Théat Thuyét qua ngdi but ctia Tran Thily Mai ciing co
nhiéu mit toi. La nguoi muu mo, Ong cung Nguyén Vin Tuong am muu thau tém quyén
luc cta tridu dinh dé thoa man nhitng muc dich ca nhan. Khong chi vy, Tén That Thuyét
con @m muu am hai nhiing nguoi thuoc dong ddi hoang that nhu Hong Dit, Hong Huu,
Ung Chan,... bang nhiéu hinh thtc, thii doan khac nhau. Nhu vy, trong tiéu thuyét cua
Tran Thuy Ma1 Tén Thit Thuyét dugc xay dung voi sy phong phd, sinh dong ciia mot
nhén vat da dién. Mot mat, ong dugc xem nhu 1a vi v6 tuong kién trung, mot long phung sy
cho dat nudc, nhung mat khac, Ton Thét Thuyét ciing chi 12 mot con ngudi lam tham vong
va nhiéu khuyet diém, sai 1Am. Bén canh nhiing nhan vat co that trong lich su, dugc tai hién
bang but phép linh hoat, con ¢6 cac nhan vat duoc tao thanh tir tri truéng tugng phong phu
ctia nha van. Khi ndi vé chit liéu lich sir va yéu td hu cdu, Trin Thuy Mai d3 timg boc
bach: “Tiéu thuyét lich st la su dan cai gitta tuwong tuwong va sy thuc lich su. Sy that la b
khung, twong twong la hoa la. B khung cang chdc thi hoa ld cang twoi tham” [8]. Qua
that, trong thuyét lich st Cong chiia Bong Xudn, bén canh cac nhan vat lich su, nha van
cling rit quan tim dén céc nhan vét hu cau, tiéu biéu la Nguyen Chi. Pay 1a mot nhan vat
dugc thai nghén tir niém khao khat 1i giai nhing khoang tréng bi 4n cua lich sir, mang
nhiém vu 1 mot mbi ndi quan trong nham lién két cac tuyén su kién va nhan vat lai voi
nhau va 1a mt dap 4n cho bai toan kho giai vé cau chuyén tinh i ciia cong chiia Pong
Xuan. Nhu vay, c6 sy hién dién cia Nguyén Chi thi c6t truyén cua Cong chiia Dong Xudn
moi that sy hoan chinh. Dudi ngdi bt cta Tran Thiy Mai, Nguyén Chi duoc khéc hoa 1a
mot nhan vat li tudng. Chang la mot trang si tre & Gia Dinh, rat théng minh va c6 vo nghé
xuét chung. Véi tinh than ¢ ‘trung quén ai qudc”, nhu bao ké si khac, chang luén mong mudn
dén than, nhap cudc dé clru dat nudce thoat khoi canh binh lira diéu tan, giup nhan dan thoat
khoi canh 1am than, co cuc. Vi vay, Nguyén Chi khong ngai 1an 161 duong sa xa x0i, truc
tiép dén phu Tung Thién d¢ dang ké sach 1én Hoang thuong, ding chit tai mon ctiia minh
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dé pho vua gitip nude. Ciing chinh tai day, Chi di gap dugc Poan Trung, Thé Cuc, nhat 1a
ctru duoc Gia Phuc khi nang tréo tuong bi nga. Vi nhitng pham chét ay, vé sau, Chi dugc
Nguyén Lam tin tudng trao trong trach day db con trai minh, lam gia tuéng cho nha
Nguyén va c¢6 bon phan bao vé Pong Xuan trong nhimg bién cd. Viéc chang 1a dira tré mo
¢61, dugc nudi dudng boi gidm muc Tuén va tré thanh con chién ngoan dao ciing 1a mot sy
sép dat c6 chu y. Cha Tuén (linh muc bang buc Tuén) cling 1a mot nhan vat cé that, tung
giit vai tro thong ngén cho phai doan do vua Ty D cir vao Gia Dinh thuong nghi rdi ky
hoa wdc voi Thuc dan Phap vao nim 1862. Nhitng bang diéu tran ong gui cho triéu dinh
thoi d6 da gop phan khién vua Ty Pic ra “Chi du bai bo 1énh phan sap” cam dao Kitd
(Nguyén Khéc Phé, 2023). Chi 1 dan dao nén lién quan truc tiép dén sy kién “Binh Tay sat
T4” bai trir dan dao cua tridu Nguyén. Chi c6 tai va chi 16n, lai c6 mdi quan hé véi cac nhan
vat tim c& nén trong cac chinh bién déu gop mat truc tiép hay gian tiép. Gilta mot giai doan
lich str rbi ram, cyc dién cang thang giita phe chii chién va cha hoa, néu khong hiéu 16 ban
chat cta thoi cudc thi chic hin sé rat dé sa chan, lac 16i. Phai chang thoi dai dy can 1im
nhitng con nguoi nhu Nguyén Chi? Chang trang si dy nhu mot con dom dom gitta man dém
den tich mich, tuy chi c6 kha nang phat ra nhiing dém sang le 161 nhung mang dén mot
niém tin, mot hi vong vé tuong lai t6t dep. Vi nhitng pham chat 4 ay, tuy la trang si v danh,
Chi hoan toan xung dang dé Pong Xuan trao tron tinh yéu. Tir moi tinh don phuong nhen
nhoém sau sy ¢6 ¢ phu Tung Thién, cho dén nhiing 1an tai ngd vé sau, tinh yéu giira ho
khong ngung tién trién, dom hoa ket trai va thang hoa tron ven. Tran Thiy Mai d4 vun vén
cho moéi tinh cua di trai tai gai sic nhu mot sy ¢d sty cho tinh yéu vuot 1€n ranh gidi cua
than phan va dinh kién. C6 thé noéi, thé gisi nhan vat trong tiéu thuyét Cong Chiia Péong
Xudn rat phong pht, da dang va sinh dong, tir nhitng nhan vat dé dang duoc kiém ching
cho dén nhimg nhan vat duoc chip nhan nhu mot giai phap can thiét cho bai toan lich sir va
chién thuét tu sy cia nha van.
2.2. Sw két hop giiva chit ligu lich sir va yéu t6 hw cdu qua khéng gian va thoi gian nghé
thudt

Twong ty nhu yéu td nhan vat, khong gian va thoi gian nghé thuat trong tiéu thuyét
Céng Chita Péng Xudn cling dugc xiy dung tir sy két hop khéo 1éo giita yéu t6 lich sir va
hu cau.
2.2.1. Sw két hop giita, chit liéu lich St va yeu 10 hw cdu qua thoi gian nghé thugt

Thoi gian duoc tran thuat trong tiéu thuyét Cong chiia Pong Xudn cing gan chat voi
thoi gian dién ra su kién lich sir. Qua cudc doi cong chua Dong Xuan, Tran  Thuy Mai da tai
hién 40 nam lich st day bién dong tir 1859 dén 1900 dudi triéu nha Nguyén. Sau cac cudc
binh lira, dit nudc mat dan vao tay thuc dan Phap. Trong tiéu thuyét nay, cac sy kién hau
hét dugc tuong thuat theo trat ty tuyén tinh.

PAu tién 1a su kién Phap danh chiém Pa Ning nim 1858, mé dau cho cudc xam luge
Dai Nam. Tiép dén 1a cudc danh chiém thanh Gia Pinh vao cudi nam 1858, triéu dinh lic
nay phai dimg trude sy lya chon “Chién, Hoa, Thi”, phan hoa va chiu su chi phdi cua hai
phe: chii chién va cha hoa. Day ciing chinh 1a mau thuan din dén vu 4n ciia cia Dong Xuén
cong chua. Ké dén 1a tran chién khdc 1iét tai dai don Ky Hoa vao nam 1861 do dai tudng
Nguyén Tri Phuong tran giit. Sw chénh léch quéa 16n v& quéan s va khi gioi di lam cho phe
ta that bai v6i su hi sinh cua hang loat binh si. Phap thira co hdi ma chiém thém ba tinh
Dinh Tuong, Bién Hoa va Vinh Long. Cudi cung, triéu dinh cir cu Phan Thanh Gian cung
v6i Lam Duy Thiép vao Gia Pinh giang hoa, ky véi Phap hoa udc Nham Tuét (1862) giao
ndp ba tinh mién Pong Nam Ky. Day chinh 1a “hoa udc bat binh ding” dau tién, mo dau
cho nhitng xung dot, bi thuong tiép theo. Sau khi liy dugc ba tinh mién Pong Nam Ky,
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Phap tiép tuc chén ép, tan cong chiém lay ba tinh phia Tdy Nam Ky. Phan Thanh Gian va
Lam Duy Thiép vi ky hoa wdc ma mang danh “Phan Lam mai qudc”, chiu sy dam tiéu cta
ngudi doi. Gitra thoi cude rdi ren 4y, nhitng ké si kién trung budc phai dua ra lwa chon kho
khan, dé rdi cudi cung ho lai mang két cuc bi tham. Mot phﬁn lanh thd bi trao, nha vua
khong lo khéi phuc kinh té, triéu dinh bat lyc, quan lai bao thu,... khién dan tinh khé cuc,
1am than. Ngoai ra, viéc xdy lang Van Nién ciing khién nhan dan birc xtc. Chinh vi thé,
nim 1866 da dién ra mot cudc dao chinh mang tén “khéi nghia Chay Vo6i” véi nguyén cé 1a
do dan chtng qua bat man véi triéu dinh nha Nguyén. Cudc khoi nghia do Doan Hiru Trung
khéi xudng, nham 14t d6 vua Ty Duc, lap Dinh Pao 1én ngai vang nhung that bai.

Mach thoi gian cia Cong chiia Pong Xudn lai tiép dién theo dong lich sir v6i tran
thanh Ha No6i nam 1873. Chu tuéng quan Phap luc by gio 1a Ganier da ciu két v6i Dupius.
Tran chién dién ra chi von ven chua dén mot gio déng hd nhung khién bao binh si hi sinh,
dai tudng Nguyén Tri Phuong chiu thuong tich va bi bat, thanh Ha Noi that thu. Két qua 1a
hoa wdc thir hai - hoa wéc Giap Tuat - duoc ki nam 1874 theo chidu hudng co loi cho Phap.
Sau sy kién mat mot phﬁn 13nh thd cta dit nude thi xay ra mot sy kién dau long do 1a vua
Tu Dic bang ha cung hang loat bién cb xay dén. Triéu dinh Hué phai ky hoa uwéc Quy Mui
(1883) r0i hoa udc Patondt (1885), dat nudc bi chia lam 3 ky, chiu su bao ho cua Phap
Triéu chinh rdi ren, cac quan phu chinh, dai than lai thi nhau tranh quyen doat loi. Diéu d6
da gop phan cham ngoi cho mot vu viéc chua timg ¢ trong lich sir cac triéu dai, d6 chinh 1a
“Tt nguyét tam vuong” (Bén thang ba vua) lan luot 1a Vua Duc Puc (lam vua 3 ngay) —
Hiép Hoa (6/1883 — 11/1883) — Kién Phuc (12/1883 8/1884). Co thé thay, triéu chinh lac
4y hét strc hdn loan, Ton That Thuyet va Nguyén Van Tuong thay nhau ndm quyén va chi
ph01 cac viéc h¢ trong, ké ca viéc phe 1ap vua,... Qua nhiing chi tiét, cot mdc thoi gian cy
thé cua tung sy ki€n, ta nhan théy Tran Thuy Mai da khao ctu lich st triéu dai nha Nguyén,
cu thé 1a thoi dai ctia vua Ty P rat ki ludng. Thoi gian trong tiéu thuyét dugc tudng thuat
theo dong su kién lich su. Mac du c6 nhiing chi tiét hu cAu xen ké nhung cbt yéu, nha vin
van bam sat vao 13 “mach nguén” cua lich st nudc Nam.

Bén canh dong thoi gian tuyén tinh, trong tiéu thuyét lich sit Cong chiia Pong Xudn,
thoi gian tran thuat phi tuyén tinh da duogc thiét 1ap mot cach doc dao nhd thu phap dao
thuat. D6 1a sy tré vé cta ki tc khién cho ndi tim nhan vét duge lép dﬁy. Dién hinh 1a
truong hop ciia cong chita Gia Phuic, sau khi hay tin ngudi chong dau ap tay gbi voi minh
bao nam tir trén thi nang da suy sup hoan toan. Vao khoanh khic Gia Phuc bat chot nhin
thdy con hinh nhan tap d4m cua Nguyen Lam, nang hoi twong vé nhimg ki e xua voi
ngudi chong qua cd: “Hoi méi cudi Nguyén Lam tieng vé mdt nang lén dé dam cho ha tirc”
[9; tr.84]. Hay trong mot lan khac, khi ban dén viéc lam thé nao dé giap Poan Hitu Ngao
(con trai ctia nghich than Poan Trung) thoat 1énh truy dudi, nhitng ki niém xwa vé Thé Cuc
bét chot O at va vé&: “Hinh dnh Thé Ciic hién ra.. Ngztd’i thiéu phu ém con, téc x6a rii bay
trudce gio lanh, quy chiu 160 trudc ciea Chinh Bong..." [10; tr.128]. Tuong ty nhu vy,
trong hdi twdng ciia nhidu nhan vat nhu Tir Du, Ty Bic, N guyén Chi, Doan Chau,.. . nhiéu
su viéc trong qua khir vdi hién tai dugce két ndi. Boi ki trc cuia mdi nhan vat déu cd nhitng
con ngudi, sy kién khong thé nao quén va néu bat chot phai nhé lai nhitng ki niém trong
qua khur, thoi gian thuc tai va thoi gian hdi e nhu ngup 1an, hoa trén vao nhau. O két thuc
tac pham, twong lai dwoc goi md qua chi tiét it quan bén duong ciia cha con Nguyén Chi
don cac si tir ung thi ki thi Hoi, d6 1a Ngo Ptc K&, Nguyén Sinh Sic, Phan Chau Trinh,
nhiing ngudi ma mua thi Hrong nam ngoai da ban dén “Dan sinh”, “Dén tri”, “Dan quyén”
va vé sau déu “thanh cong, thanh danh”, “giup dan glup nuée”. Cau két cua tac
pham “Ngodi cira s6, ndng da lén, mét ngay mdi lai bat dau...” [11, tr. 362] nhu mét du bao
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vé mot tuong lai tét dep khi xuat hién nhimg con ngudi wu ti dung lic dat nude dang can.
Nhu vy, ngoai chudi thdi gian tuyén tinh theo dong lich sir, 16i thuat su trong tiéu thuyét
Cong chita Pong Xudn nhiéu khi con dugc két hop véi ki thuat dao tuyén, dy thuat. Nho
d6, chiéu sau thé gi61 ndi tam cua nhan vat khai théc, thoi gian cua mach truyén khoan nhat
mot cach linh hoat va cdt truyén duoc trién khai theo két cAu mé.

2.2.2. Sw két hop giita chit ligu lich sir va yéu té hw céu qua khéong gian nghé thugt

Dé tai hién bdi canh lich sir trén, tiéu thuyét Cong chiia Dong Xudn di xay dung nhiéu
khong gian khac nhau, tir nhitng khong gian xéac thuc chdn hoang cung, phii dé, khong gian
chién truong v6i nhitng tran danh da di vao lich st cho dén nhitng khong gian duoc vé nén
b6i mot tri tudng twong phong phil nhur ngdi chiia ving & chan dé, sao huyét giita ri Mo,
khu vuon tinh ddm huong thanh tra,... Kinh thanh Hué duoc hién 18n ¢6 su dan xen hai hoa
giita cac cong trinh kién tric trang 1& va khong gian thién nhién tho mong, tao nén nét canh
quan doc dao nhung ciing khéng kém phan uy nghiém. Mot trong nhitng khong gian dugc
Tran Thiy Mai wu 4i 16t ta trong tic pham 1a phu dé ciia Tung Thién Cong. D6 1a mot Tiéu
vién v6i nhimng loai cay binh di: nhitng cdy vé, cdy dau da ni tiép nhau. Theo Tran Vin
Diing trong Gia phong xir Hue tir goc nhin di san phu dé da cho rang: “Trong dong chay di
san vin héa Hué, phi d@é triéu Nguyén la nhimng cong trinh kién tric déc dao, thé hién su
két hop hai hoa giita thién nhién va con nguoi, noi an dau béng ddang van héa, nghé thudt
cung dinh mgt cach sau dam. Khong gian van héa phu dé bao luu nhiing gid tri van héa vt
thé va phi vt thé cua gia dinh hoang t9c ngay xua. Phu d¢ la cai nhin phan chiéu ré nét
nhirng né nep gia phong, gia gido ciia moi gia dinh xir Hué tir xira den nay” [12, tr.55]. Co
thé thay, Tran Thuy Mai ¢6 mét goc nhin sédu sdc khi goi nhéc tinh té cac né nép, gia phong,
nét sinh hoat hang ngay noi kinh ky gitp nguorl doc nhu dugc séng trong bdi canh 4 ay.

4. Ngoai khong gian sinh hoat, tic pham ciing 16t ta chan that khong gian chién trudng
- noi dién ra céc tran danh 4c liét giira ta va dich, dién hinh 14 trin chién tai dai ddn Ky Hoa
nim 1861. Do 1a mot dai don liiy tirng 1a niém tu hao ciia nha Nguyén do tudéng Nguyén Tri
Phuong trén giit: “hinh anh dai don viing chdi, cum & gifta vudng vitc, thanh nhé thanh lén
cai vao nhau, hai mé ta hitu lai vwon dai, bé ngang wéc tinh dén hon ba ngan sdu tram
lheong”, “Mat trudc cua thanh day dén sau thwée, div dan dich ¢6 ban nhir mwa ciing khéng
hé han gi. Con dai bac ciia chiing thi khéng thé nao di chuyén dén dii tam bdn, vi bén ngodi
dd cé hé thong hao va ham chéng day dac”, “Tir trudc dén nay nwée ta chira cé don lily
ndo lon nhu thé. Pon liy ndy trong tong thé civ nhuw mét chang diing si to khée dang ngé
thang vao trai hai canh tay dang ra che chdn bdo vé cd mién Nam rong lom sau lung” [13,
tr.86]. Nhiing miéu ta, nhan xét cua nha van ciing khong sai khac so v6i moét tu li€u dugce
chia sé ngay nay: “Pai don Chi Hoa Ién gdp 15 lan thanh Gia Pinh”, “Cum don liiy Chi
Hoa chi tinh riéng khu vuec chinh da gan 300ha” [14, tr.104]. Dé xay dugc don liy nay, Ty
Dirc di chi du cho Bo HO cét giam chi ti€u, wu tién va dbc strc dé co du nguén luc cho cong
trinh bao v¢ an nguy dét nuée. Viay ma sau khi bi tn cong dir doi, dai don Ky Hoa that thu,
“Gio ddy, dai don da tré thanh mét nam mo im lgng” [15, tr.61].

Nhic dén day, khong thé khong nhac dén cong trinh kién trac Lang Van Nién, nguon
con cta cudc khoi nghia “Chay Voi”. Pham Khic Hoe, trong Ké chuyén vua quan nha
Nguyén, da cho rang: “Sw cam ghét sdu sdc cia nhdan ddn véi cong trieong Van Nién la
nguyén nhan truc tiép ciia cudc khéi nghia chong Tw Pirc nam 1866 ma nguwoi cam dau la
Poan Hiru Trung” [16, tr.207]. Diéu d6 gop phan giai thich sy ton tai ciia cau ca dao trong
dan gian “Van Nién la Van Nién nao/ Thanh xay xwong linh, hao dao mau dan”. Lang Van
Nién la minh ching cho viéc huy dong strc nguoi, stc cia nha vua dung vao viéc xay lang
tam trong khi nhan dan lai dang 1am vao canh 14m than. Su viéc éy da vuot qua stc chiu
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dung cua nguoi dan khién nd ra cude khoi nghia quyet liét 6 Hoang Thanh Hué, giita quan
dan ndi day va nhimg trung than cia triéu dinh quyet chién dau dén cung dé bao vé nha
vua. Thudc phim vé cudc chién déu khéc liét HO6 Oai - doi truong doi cam vé dién Can
Thanh vé6i quan ndi loan ciing duge tac gia phuc dung hét sirc tai tinh. Cudi cing, cudc
khoi nghia thit bai, quan ndi loan d3 bi day lui. Tai dung canh twong nay trong tac pham,
Tran Thuy Mai mudn ké mot cau chuyén co6 that trong lich str, mat khac da nhan do trao co
hoi tu chiéu tuyét cho vua Ty Pric khi néi 1én nhitng tAm su va ndi khé tAm cta minh: “Sau
nay chdc con khéng c¢é nguoi noi chi, ché nam cia con chua chdac da c6 nguoi lo. Tinh
canh nay lai nhiéu phwong khé dodn, vi v@y con mudn t chuan bi cho minh, dé khoi phién
dén nguwoi sau” [17, tr.241]. Lang Van Nién chinh 1a ndi khé tAm cua mot bac dé vuong khi
khong c6 con ndi doi, ndi dau “bat hiéu hiru tam, vo hau vi dai” da khién cho vua Tu Puc
phai tu chuan bi cho minh noi an nghi khi duong con xuén xanh. Piéu 4y lai vo tinh gay
nén ndi bat binh trong long nhan dan. Mau chét ctia ndi kho tim 4y chinh 1a khi 6ng tu so
sanh viéc xdy lang cua minh véi tién dé Minh Mang ngay trudc: “So voi Hiéu ling ciia
Tién dé Minh Mang, thi son lang cua con xdy ¢ dia diém gan hon, cac cong trinh ciing chi
xdy sat mdt dat, khong c6 Minh Lau, khong dao Tuy dao, tinh ra sw vat va ton kém chi bang
mot nira. Vay ma thoi Minh Mang khong sao, thoi cua con lai song gio nhu vay!” [18,
tr.80]. Loi boc bach cua Ty Puc véi Tu Du Thai hau mang nhiing suy tu dang nang triu
trong 1ong. Khong gian tim tudng ctia nhan vat khong khic miy so v6i khong gian bdi
canh. Loan Chay Vi la mot vét cat han sau trong trai tim ctia Ty Ptrc. Mac du da cat giam,
han ché chi phi rat nhiéu cho Khiém Lang, nhung vua Ty Pt van phai chiu nhitng 161 odn
than tir nhan dan. Diéu éy lam cho Tu Ptrc nhan ra tinh hinh dt nude trong thoi dai ctua
minh khong con yén 6n nhu giai doan cta cac vi tién dé ngay trude. Nhiéu bién loan xay ra
tir ndi b tricu than, hoang than trong dong toc, dén ca nhan dan, 1am cho Ty Pirc cam thay
ban than khong du tai 1am vua. N&i 1ong dy chinh 1a nhiing suy tu ctia mét vi vua khoan
hoa, nhan dirc nhung chua du quyét doan va ban linh dé tim ra dugc hudng di ding din
trong khi dat nu6e dang chiu canh xdm luoc, nhan dan dang mong moi tim kiém mot vi
minh quan dé tri vi.

Khéng ding lai 6, Tran Thity Mai con di sdu vao nhitng bién dong xa hoi lac bay gio,
thé hién qua cudc chién ¢ thanh Ha Noi. DU tryc tiép hay gian tiép thi dy ciing 1a noi da
cudp di sinh mang cua diing tuéng Nguyén Tri Phuong va pho mi cia cong chia Pong
Xuan — Nguyén Lam hay cudc tham sat “Ta dao”, do Vin Than st hai ngudi Cong gido &
mién Trung, tinh canh khén khd cua dan chung phia Béc trude hoa gidc Co Pen, Co Vang
va két cuc 1a tham canh that thu kinh do,... Nhiing canh tugng den tdi a”iy da dua ban doc
tré vé voi mot giai doan den tdi cua lich su.

Trai nguoc voi nhitng khong gian khdc liét, u am trén 1a nhitng khong gian twoi mat,
trong tréo dugc to diém boi canh thién nhién moc mac, trong lanh. D6 1a khung canh mét
s6m tinh mo trong can nha nhé noi Nguyén Chi quay tro vé dé gap bd gia va linh muc Tuan
“M¢ cira, chang bwée ra vieon. Mt vieom trong todn nhan rong dén ba sdo, duwdi cac goc
cdy ld 16t moc xanh san sat. Cach khoang muoi géc nhan lai cé6 mét bong ong, tiéng ong rix
ri vang lén khdp vweon” [19, tr.365]. Dic biét hon hét 1a su xuat hién cta cdy thanh tra, day
la mét loai cay dwoc ménh danh 1a ddc san trir danh & viung dét Thira Thién. Loai cay éy da
ting dugc nir nha vin diém qua trong birc hoa miéu ta phong canh & phu Tung Thién va
tham chi con dwgc vu i danh hin mot chuong & quyén ha mang tén “Dudc thanh tra”.
Thanh tra lién quan mat thiét dén nhitng ki niém giira cong chtia Gia Phiic va chang trang si
Nguyén Chi. Giita dém trudng tich mich, trong khudn vién phii Pong Xuan, mui huong
thoang thoang iy nhur mot phép ma thuat huyén bi, c6 thé mé hodc va giy xao xuyén bat ki
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ai, dd lam séng ddy nhwa séng trong nang cong chua.

C6 thé thay, cac chiéu kich khong gian dugc tac gia Tran Thily Mai khic hoa 4n tugng
qua nhitng gam mau sang tdi khac nhau. Nhitng bdi canh lich sir, khung canh ty nhién va ca
khong gian tdm tuéng cua nhan vat déu duoc tai hién séng dong dua trén “cay dinh” 1a
chinh sir duoc ghi chép, dbi sanh can than qua qua trinh khao ctru cta nha vin.

2.3. Sw két hop giita chit liéu lich sir va yéu té hw ciu qua tinh tiét - chi tiét

bic trung cua tiéu thuyét lich st 12 & tinh x4c thuc cua su kién, chi tiét. Mot sd nghién
ctru da chimg minh cac sy kién, chi tiét trong tiéu thuyét Céng Chita Pong Xudn 13 c¢6 can
ctr chic chin, tham chi chinh xac vé ngay gio khoi sy, dién bién cho dén két cuc su kién.
TAt nhién, mot dac diém cling [am nén stc hép din cua tiéu thuyét lich st lai l1a & cac su
kién, chi tiét khong tim thiy trong st sach. Pay chinh 1a dong gop cua vin chuong trong
viéc lam cho qua trinh tiép can va tiép nhan lich st phong pht hon.

Trong tleu thuyét Cong chiia Pong Xudn, tac gia da dan cai thém nhing chi tiét hu cau
gitip cho cdt truyén tré nén sinh dong hon, twong tmg véi nhimg hu cau trong xay dung
nhan vat, khong gian ngh¢ thuét va thoi gian ngh¢ thuat. Riéng v€ nhén vét chinh cia tidu
thuyét, cai chét cua cong chua Pdng Xuan 1a mot sang tao dic biét. Trong Nguyén Phiic
Téc thé pha, viéc ghi chép vé su ra di ciia cong chua chi von ven dung lai ¢ thoi gian ba ta
thé: “Ba mdt nam Mdu Ti (1888), liic 42 tuéi” [20, tr.258]. Nhung trong tac pham Céong
chiia Pong Xudn, chi tiét vé cai chét ciia Gia Phuc dugc Tran Thiy Mai khic hoa ddy bi
thuong. Nang da that bai khi van kinh cong vugt tuong, trugt chan nga dap dau vao da, kho
méu ma chét, bo lai dra con tho dai va mot ude mo dang d¢. Viéc van cong vuot tuong da
timg dugc nhic dén trong 1an diu khi nang tréo tuong phu Tung Thién va ngd vao long
Nguyén Chi. Khi lay chdong, duoc pho ma Nguyén Lam 4n can chi bao nhung nang hoc
cham, mii chang thé vuot dugc bic tudng thap. Logic 4y dd dan dén that bai 1an nay va
dua nang vé bén kia thé gidi, thoat khoi mot cude doi dau thuong duoc chip va tir nhiing
hén don, sai 1am.

O mot phién ban sang tao khéc, trong tip truyén ngin da si Twdc gam gzau day, cay
but tré Nam Duong da mo ra cho doc gia mot goc nhin hoan toan mei la vé chi tiét cai chét
ctia cong chia Gia Phtc so véi chinh sir va cac tinh tiét trong tiéu thuyét lich sir Cong chua
Pong Xudan cua Tran Thuy Mai. Néu sy ra di cia Gia Phic trong Cong chiia Dong Xudn la
bi kich vé n01 niém oan khuét cia mot kiép ma hong bac ménh thi khi den v6i Tude giam
gidu day, ngudn con vé cai chét cua cong chia lai khong tham dAm mau sic bi ai. Nha vin
Nam Duong da khéc hoa su ra di ciia Phuc L& (Gia Phuc) nhu mdt quy ludt tu nhién cua co6i
nguoi. Vao nhﬁng nam thang cudi doi, nang d3 mac mot con bao bénh. Phuc L& di quan
quai ngay dém dé chong choi voi nhitng noi dau do bénh tat hoanh hanh: “Bénh tinh Cong
chila tré- ndng, thuéc va cham ciru khong c6 tac dung. Phuc Lé mé man trén givong” [21,
tr.258]. Sau do6, cong chta vinh vién tir biét ¢3i tran thé.

Tuwu trung, chi tiét vé su ra di ciia cong chia Pong Xuin qua ngodi but sang tao cua
Tran Thuy Mai va Nam Duong da c6 su di biét. Ndi dau dén ctia nang Phuc L& trong Twéc
gam gidu day nghiéng vé thé xéac, khac han véi nang Gia Phuc trong sang tic ciia Tran
Thuty Mai - ngudi phu nit mang ndi thdng khod vé mit tinh than. Tac gia Nam Duong da dé
cho cong chiia Phyc L& hon, trong thoi khic ta thé, ra di nhe nhang trong vong tay cta
nhitng ngudi tiy ting than can. Nang c6 dip duoc boc bach nhitng tim nguyén cudi cling
trude khi roi khoi chdén nhéan gian: “Ngwoi hdy tdu lai véi Thanh, cho phép ta dwoc & Chat
Long” [22, tr.241]. Nguoc lai, cai chét cua Gia Phic trong Cong chia Pong Xuan lai 1a
mot sy ¢d vo cung bat ngd, dot ngét. Trong nhiing gidy phut cudi cung trude luc roi xa coi
tam, mot minh Gia Phiic phai chong choi vdi tir than trong man dém den u tich, lanh 1&o.
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Chinh su khac biét di tao nén nét doc ddo cho tinh tiét vé sy ra di cua Déng Xuan. Béng thu
phap hu cau, Tran Thiy Mai va Nam Duong di sang tao nén nhiing doan két méi vé nhing
nam thang cudi doi ciia Gia Phuc, dya trén phong cach sang tao va quan diém ca nhén
khién cho viéc tai tao lich st tré nén da dang.
3. KET LUAN

Tiéu thuyét lich sit Cong chiia Dong Xudn 1a mot minh chimg xéc dang khi néi vé bt
luc ciia Tran Thuy Mai. C6 thé thay, viéc can bang dugc giita nhu ciu sang tao va trach
nhiém voi lich st trong mdt sang tac van hoc 1a mot diéu khong don gian. béi véi tiéu
thuyét Cong chua Péng Xudn, Tran Thuy Mai vira thuc hién dugc bon phén ciia nguoi con
xtt Hué trong viéc phuc dung mot giai doan lich sur cua C6 d6 vira giai phong stre sang tao
va phong cach ¢4 nhan qua viéc truy van va kién giai lich st. Dén véi tiéu thuyét lich st
Cong chia Pong Xudn, ban doc ciing duoc trai nghiém trong mot giai doan lich sir dan toc
day bién dong va dong hanh cung mét nhan vat lich sir mang ky an trong mét hanh trinh
song day song gio. Bang su két hop nhudn nhuyen cac yeu to hu ciu va chét liéu lich s,
bang su nghiém cén trong trong khao ctru, bang tai hoa va tdm 1ong nhan hau ciia mot nit
nha vin, Tran Thity Mai d4 cdng hién cho vin hoc nuwdc nha mot tac pham giau gia tri.
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THE HISTORICAL MATERIALS AND THE FICTIONAL
ELEMENTS IN CONG CHUA PONG XUAN HISTORICAL NOVEL
BY TRAN THUY MAI

Abstract: Tran Thity Mai achieved notable success in the genre of the historical novel
with Tir Dy Thdi hdu (2019). With the subsequent publication of Cong chiia Pong Xudn
(2023), she once again affirms her mastery of this literary form. Historical material and
fictional elements are indispensable components of the historical novel. In Céng chua
Pong Xudn, Tran Thity Mai skillfully orchestrates a harmonious interplay between artistic
imagination and historical truth—on the one hand, making history more accessible to the
general public, and on the other, offering readers a work of literature rich in aesthetic
value. By employing a comparative approach between history and literature, and
analyzing the novel through the lens of genre poetics, this study seeks to elucidate the
manifestations of the interweaving of historical substance and fictional invention, as well
as to identify their aesthetic effectiveness in Cong chia Pong Xudn. Such an
interdisciplinary perspective underscores the role of history in providing authentic
material for literature and in expanding the scope of the genre, while simultaneously
enriching and deepening the reader’s experience in understanding and interpreting the
past.

Keywords: Historical materials; Céng chiia Pong Xudn, historical novel; Tran Thity Mai;
fiction elements.



