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1. MO PAU

Vin hoc khong chi 13 san phdm cta tu duy nghé thuat ma con 13 kho Iuu giit ky e van
hoa cua cong ddng. Tl goc d6 vin hoa hoc, mdi tic phdm van chwong 13 mét “manh v&
van hoa”, phan 4nh thé gi¢i quan, nhan sinh quan va tim thirc ciia con ngudi trong mot
khong gian, thoi gian lich st cu thé. Trong blrc tranh van hoc hién dai Viét Nam, Binh
Nguyén Loc ndi 1én nhu mét cay but doc déo, vira gan bo sau sic véi manh dat Nam B9,
vira ¢6 nhan quan sic sdo trong viéc phat hién, tai hién va ly giai cac hién tugng van hoa,
dac biét 1a van hoa tam linh.

Sinh ra trong bdi canh giao thoi ciia Nam B9, ving dat co sy hoa tron gita vin hoa
ban dia va cac ton gido, tin ngudng du nhap, Binh Nguyén Loc di ching kién va ghi chép
lai bang ngon ngir nghé thuat nhimg biéu hién sdng dong nhét cua doi séng tim linh nguoi
dan. Nhiing hinh twong hon ma, nghi 18 ciing bai, thay phép, tuc nhap trach, 18 ruéc ong ba,
niém tin vao luan hdi, vai trd cua Phat gido va cac ton gido méi nhu Hoa Hao, Cao Dai...
déu duoc 6ng dwa vao vin xudi nhu mot phan hiru co cua doi sdng cong dong.

Tuy vy, nhiing biéu hién cta ton gido, tin ngudng trong vin xudi Binh Nguyén Loc
cho dén nay van chua duoc nghién ciru day du tir goc nhin vian hoa hoc. Pa sd cac cong
trinh chd trong dén yéu t6 ngon ngi, thé loai hodc nhan vat, ma it di sau vao viéc ly giai
van chuong nhu mot hinh thire “ghi chép van hoa”. Bai viét nay, do @6, dit muc tiéu khao
sat cac biéu hién t6n _giao va tin ngudng trong van xudi Binh Nguyén Loc nhu mét biéu
hién tam thirc cong ddng, vira mang gié tri nghé thut, vira c6 y nghia vin héa sau sic. Qua
do, bai viét gop phan khang dinh vai tro cia Binh Nguyén Loc khong chi nhu mét nha vin
16n, ma con 1a mot nha van hoa hoc tiéu biéu ciia Nam B6 hién dai.
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2. NOI DUNG
2.1. Ton giao va tin ngwéng tir goc nhin van héa hoc

Tén gido va tin ngudng, trong nghién ciru van hoa, 1a hai hién tuong tdm linh vira phan
biét vira dan xen. Theo Tran Ngoc Thém, tin ngudng la “hé théng niém tin ddn gian vdo
cdc lwe leong siéu nhién” [5, tr. 452], thuong gan véi cong ddng lang x3, hinh thanh tir nhu
cau tim linh nguyén thiy, khong c6 hé théng gido 1y chinh thirc, song lai bén bi trong doi
séng tinh than dan toc. Trong khi do, ton gido dugc xem nhu mét thiét ché van hoa xa hoi
hoan chinh, ¢ t6 chuc, gido 1y, kinh dién, nghi 1& va ting bac chirc sic rd rang. Néu tin
ngudng co tinh ban dia, mém déo, linh hoat thi ton giao lai c6 hé¢ théng khét khe, chuan
muyc va mang tinh phd quét hon.

Tur goc nhin van hoc - van hoa, cd ton gido lan tin ngudng déu la moi truong sinh
thanh bicu twong, cung cap cho nha van ngudn chat liéu phong phu dé xay dung thé gidi
nghé thuat. Viéc tai hién hinh tugng thanh than, hon ma, nghi 18 cing té, bua cha, than chu
hay quan niém luan hodi, nhan qua... khong chi thé hién thé gidi quan riéng cua timg cong
d6ng, ma con phan anh tim thirc tmg xir clia con ngudi véi thé gidi siéu nhién. Van hoc
dan gian truyén thong Viét Nam, dic biét 1a truyén ¢ tich, truyén truyén ky, vén di mang
dam mau sac tam linh. Van hoc hién dai, tuy gan voi 16i tw duy 1y tinh va khoa hoc hon,
nhung van khong tach ro1 hoan toan yeu t6 tam linh, ton gido, tin ngudng, dic biét trong
nhiing cdy but viét vé ving dat giau ban sac nhu Nam Bo.

2.2. Ton giao, tin ngu’o’ng nhu yéu t6 cAu thanh vin héa Vung

Theo quan diém cua Tran Ngoc Them “Trong hé thong cdu triic van hod ving, tin
nguong va ton gido la nhitng thanh 16 quan trong, gop phan dinh hinh ban sdc va can tinh
cong dong.” [6, tr.32]. Chung khong chi chi phéi cach mg xir véi tu nhién va xa hoi, ma
con quy dinh mdi quan hé gilia con nguoi voi cai thiéng liéng, tir d6 hinh thanh nén nhing
hé gia tri dao dirc nhu long hleu kinh t6 tién, niém tin vao qua bdo luan héi, su kinh s¢ than
linh, hogc sy linh hoat trong tiép bién ton giao tur nhiéu ngudn gdc. Vin hoa Nam B9, véi
tinh chét cia mot vung dét “dia linh nhan khA ” 1a noi hoi ty nhiéu 16p cu dan, nhiéu hé
thong tin ngudng khac nhau, tir van hoa Viét gbc Bac Trung Nam dén vin hoa Khmer, Hoa
va phuong Tay. Su da dang vé sic toc va lich sir khai pha da tao diéu kién dé Nam B6 tré
thanh viing van hoa c6 tinh dung hop cao vé tin ngudng va ton gido.

Piac diém ndi bat cua ton giao, tin ngudng Nam B¢ 1a tinh ban dia héa va dan gian
hoa. Du la Phat gido, Cong gido, Cao Dai, Hoa Hao hay tin ngudng tho ctng t6 tién, tat ca
déu duoc ngudi Nam B9 tiép nhan trong tim thé “thiét thuc, dung di va day linh hoat”.
Ngudi ta ¢6 thé vira di chia, vira di nha thd, vira tin vao thdy phap, vira tin vao thuyét nhan
qua, tat ca cung ton tai hai hoa. Trong doi séng van hoc, dic biét & cac nha van am hiéu
Nam B¢ nhu Binh Nguyén Loc, diéu nay khong chi 1a chit liéu van chuong, ma con 13 “ha
tang tinh thdn” lam nén ban sic nhan vat, khong gian nghé thuat va thé gidi biéu tuong.
2.3. Vian hgoc nhw khong gian luu giir ky tre tim linh cfng dong

bung ¢ giao diém cta nghé thuat va vin hoa, van hoc c6 kha ning luu giir nhitng “ky
ke tdp thé” (theo khai niém ctua Maurice Halbwachs) trong d6 c6 ky tc tam linh. Khi doi
séng d6 thi héa, hién dai hoa x6a nhoa dan céc nghi 18 truyén théng, cac nha van trd thanh
nguoi “ghi chép lai nhiing gi sap mat”. Nhan vat, khong gian, nghi thirc va tim 1y cong
dong trong van hoc 1a nhirmg “ban sao van hoa”, gilip nguoi doc hau thé c6 thé hinh dung
doi song tinh than cta qua khir, dic biét 1a trong cac cong dong vira méi thiét 1ap nhu Nam
Bo.

Van xu6i Binh Nguyén Loc chinh 1a mét “khéng gian ky (c” nhu vay. Tt hinh anh
hén ma trong Hon ma cii: “Nguoi ta bdo cin nha dy c6 hon ma cii, dém vé thuong tré
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minh kéo ket, cira s6 ldc rdc nhie ai g6 nhip, twéng chirng ngweoi xwa con ngoi dé chwa di”
[1, tr.145], nghi thirc tho t6 tién trong Nhimg ngdi ma to, dén 1& nhép trach, ciing ong ba,
tin vao thay phap hay hinh anh ngdi miéu 6ng Ta ciia ngudi Khmer, tt ca tao thanh mot
buc tranh tdm linh vira binh di, vira ddm chét huyén thoai: “Ngdi md t6 nam & gitta khu
vieon, nhu cdi moc giik dat, giiv hon. Ngudi ta tin néu bé quén hwong khéi thi chang khdc
nao chdt dirt si ddy rang budc voi ong ba, sé gdp dieu bat an. Lé nhdp trach nha moi
khong thé thiéu mam com ciing, thay phap thi lam ram khdn vdi, nhw noi loi nguoti song
voi coi am” [1,tr.210 - 211]. Nhung tac pham cia ong la nhirng ky e song dong cua cong
dong cu dan dang cb ging bam ré, hoa nhap va sinh ton trén mot mién dat méi con nhiéu
bét tric. Ton gido, tin ngudng trong vin chuong Binh Nguyén Loc vi thé khong tach roi
thuc tai, ma tr¢ thanh “van ban van hoa” giau y nghia.

2.3. Biéu hién tam thirc tén gido, tin ngudng trong vin xudi Binh Nguyén Loc
2.3.1. Cam hirng vé thé gidi c6i am va hinh twong hon ma

Thé gii hon ma trong van xudi Binh Nguyén Loc khéng mang tinh kinh di ma thdm
d4m chat nhan vin, gan giii. Hon ma 13 hién than ky wc, 1a “nguoi cta di vang”, 1a bong
hinh ctia ngudi than yéu. Truyén Hon ma cii 1a dién hinh cho cam thirc 4y, hon ma ua vé
khi nhén vat cham dén nhfrng yéu td goi nho, khéng gian, am thanh, mui vi...: “Cir moi khi
troi chang vang, gio dwa mui nhang khoi tir ban tho ong ba, long toi lai riung minh. Tleng
kéo ket ciia chiéc cira go, tiéng ché tru ngoadi ngo, tat ca nhw goi hon ma cil tro ve. Hinh
bong nguoi xiwea hién ra khong phai bang mdt, ma bang ky irc tia vé tiv mui hiong, tiéng
dong, bong 16i quen thudc cua can nha” [1, tr.150 - 151]. bay 12 mot hinh thtrc biéu dat
gidu chat van héa, ngudi Nam Bo khong “trir ta” ma “giao tiép” voi hdn ma nhu mét phan
cuia thé gi6i hién sinh.

Ngoai ra, hang loat truyén ngan khac nhu Ma mdéi, Ma ném da, Ma rieng, Bong ma
Suoi Klet . cling déu cho thay ‘ma” 1a mot biéu tuwgng co tinh van héa, biéu dat ndi hoai
nhd, ndi an han, so hai trude thé gidi siéu nhién. Trong truyén Ma ném da, cac hon da bay
vao nha dugc ly gidi 1 do vong linh gian dir. Khong c6 va cling “khong can” dén 1oi giai
khoa hoc, ngudi dan chon cach séng ciing cai huyén bi, phan dnh niém tin dan gian, thé
gi61 vo hinh ludn hién hiru va phai cu xur cho phai dao. Nguoi dan song cung cai huyén bi,
song voi cai thiéng mét cach ty nhién.

2.3.2. Tin ngwong thé ciing 1o tién, dao Iy nguon céi

Tho cang t6 tién 1a cot 16 trong doi séng tim linh ngudi Viét, dac biét 1a nguoi Nam
B9, von la cu dan khai hoang, phai dwa vao tin ngudng dé “bam dat Trong truyén Nhitng
ngéi ma to, Binh Nguyén Loc mo ta ngudi dan xom Soi kién quyét giir dat t6 du bi de doa
boi ngoai luc, vi: “Ho khong chiu roti di, vi ma cha éng chon do. Bo dat thi con mat miil
nao tréng vé to tién? Ngueoi song ma béi bac véi nguoi khudt thi khdc ndo tw chat ré
minh” [1, tr.213]. Dat gan v6i md ma4, tré thanh thiéng liéng, noi con chau thé hién dao
hiéu.

O Po doc, nghi thirc gid chap khong chi 1a phong tuc ma la hinh thirc gido duc truyén
théng: “Nguwoi ta lam gio khéng phai dé an, ma dé cho con né hoc. Hoc cach nhé éng ba,
hoc cach gitr dgo hiéu, hoc cdi géc ré ciia minh”’ [3, tr.87]. Trong Rurng Mam, ong ndi vi to
tién 13 “dan kién xung phong 16i medc” mot hinh anh dam chét van hoa va biéu tugng. Bén
canh d0, tic pham con tai hién sinh dong 1& “ddy ma”, mot nghi thirc quan trong ngay Tét &
Nam B9 thé hién tinh cam séu ning véi nguoi da khuét.

2.3.3. Phit gido va thuyét ludn hoi trong thé giéi nhén vit

Anh hudng ctia Phat gido thAm dAm trong vin xudi Binh Nguyén Loc, thé hién qua tu

duy nhan qua, luan hoi va tinh than tir bi. Trong Hon ma cii, nhan vat nghi rang cac thy
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gido xwa “dd di dau thai kiép khdc réi” mot biéu hién niém tin vao luan hoi. “Mdy éng
thay chdac da di dau thai kiép khdc réi, ché dau con quan quanh day mai.” [1, tr.152].
Cach dung tir nay cho thiy, cai chét khong phai 1a chim hét ma chi 1a giai doan chuyén
tiép.

Ngoai ra, truyén Nhitng ngdi ma té c6 chi tiét nguoi la “chay Kim Pang” lién tudng
dén nghi 18 Phat gido trong chua chién: “Anh chang la mdat bong chay Kim Pdng, vong
quanh nhw ¢ chiia chién, khién cd xém rimg minh twéng ma quy hién hinh’[1, tr.218]. Mot
phép so sanh bat ngd nhung giau tinh ban dia, cho thiy tac gia rat am hiéu nghi 18 dan gian.
Céach nhan vat niém Phat, doc than chi, khan vai cling phan anh van hoa Phat gido da thAm
vao doi séng thuong nhat tir ngdn ngit dén hanh vi.

2.3.4. Déu vét ciia Kité gido va tinh than giao thoa vin héa

Binh Nguyén Loc cting ghi nhan su hién dién ciia Cong gido va Tin Lanh trong xa hdi
Nam B9, tuy khong phai trong tam. Trong truyén Nhing ngdi ma to, ong dung tir “Chiia
nhut” cach goi ngay chii nhat mang dam dau an Céng gi4o, cho thdy dao Chiia da ngim
vao doi sdng ngon ngit: “Qua téi Chila nhut, nguoi trong xém lai tu hop bén ma, vira
hwong khoi vira tro chuyén nhw mot thir 16 héi nho.” [1, tr.220].

Trong Chua chién, dén miéu, tic gia quan sat kién triic nha tho kiéu Tay, nha giang
dao Tin Lanh & ngoai 6, so sanh v&i chia chién Phat gido: “Bi ngang ngoai 6, thdy nha tho
kiéu Tay véi thap nhon vuon lén, lai thém nha giang dao Tin Lanh mdi ton don so, (0 bat
gidc so voi ngoi chua c6 mdi cong réu phii. Moi thir mot vé, nhung tat ca déu la ché dé
nguwoi ta goi gdm niém tin.” [2, tr.367 - 368].

Pang cht y, ong viét rang “the Ngoc Hodng ciing chiia, tho than Vishnu ciing chiia”,
cho thay tam 1y “dong nhat hoa” ctua nguoi Nam Bo, du 1a ton gido ndo, chi can linh
thiéng, déu duogc goi 1a “chua”. Do la mot biéu hién cua van hoa dung hgp, nét dac trung
ving dat da toc, da tin ngudng nhu Nam B.

2.3.5. Tén gido ban dia: Hoa Hdo, Cao Dai va sw hi¢n dién xa hji

Dao Hoa Hao va Cao Dai, hai ton giao ban dia ra doi 6 Nam B9, cling xuét hién trong
van Binh Nguyén Loc du6i dang bbi canh xa hoi, khong mé ta chi tiét gido 1y nhung ghi
nhan hién dién qua hinh anh tin d6 an chay, mic 4o lam, lam tir thién trong truyén_ Nhot
gio, c6 doan: “Ba cy hang xom mdc do lam, néi nha co an chay theo dao, bua nay san dip
dem qua cho thang nhé chén chdo trang, coi nhuw gép phan vé viée nhot via.” [1, tr.179].
Trong Lot tran Viét nhan xét vé ngdn ngir doi song, va c6 nhic d&én: “Mdy dng dao di lam
céng qud, ban do trdng, néi nang nho nhe, tiéng nao ciing mang hoi hudém kinh sach” [2,
tr.402]. Pay 14 cach nha vin thé hién thai do khach quan khong danh gia, khong ly giai, chi
phan anh ding nhuy mét thanh t6 van hoa ton tai trong cong dong. Pao Cao Dai dugc nhic
luét qua trong cac truyén nhu Po doc hay Gieo gié gat bdo, voi hinh anh dén dai, nghi
thirc hanh 18. Chang han ta thay nghi thirc “hop dong 4m duong”, miéu ta trong Gieo gi6
gdt bdo: “Ngéi dén Cao Pdi méi dung, vich quét véi vang, cét co dung cao, ban dém dnh
dén sang riee nhir sao roi xudng ruéng. Ngueoi ta don cé thé hop dong dam dwong trong do,
hoéi chuyén ké khudt nhw dang doi mdr” [1, tr.265] hay hinh anh nhan vat nguoi hanh 18
trong Do doc: “Ba kia mdc do dai trdng, chap tay niém trong dén, néi dang lam 1é hop
dong dam dwong. Nguoi ta dirng xem dong nghit, nira tin mira ngo.” [3, tr.154]. Diéu nay
cho thdy ton giao mai tuy khong phai trung tim tu tudng cia tac phdm, nhung van dugc
tac gia xem nhu mot phﬁn sinh dong cua thuc tai Nam BJ.

2.3.6. Niém tin dén gian: buia chit, thay phdp va nghi Ié trin yém

Trong Nhét gio, nhan vat nho thﬁy phap cing dé “nhdt via” con bi bénh, mot dang tri

bénh dan gian phd bién & Nam Bo: “Pira nhé néng ham hdp, ba me quynh qudng chay di
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moi thay. Ong thdy bay 1é ciing, lam phép nhot gié, lam nham khéan rang via dirng di nita,
o yén trong minh no” [1, tr.178)]. Cau chuyén tuy ky la nhung phan anh ding tadm 1y cong
ddng, bénh khong chi do vi trung, ma c6 thé do “hon via bay mat”, phai goi vé bang 18
nghi. Trong Lira tét, ngudi dan d6t lira dém 30 dé “xua ta khi”, cling 1 niém tin “cé tho c6
thiéng”.

O Ma ném da, hién tuong da bay tir khong trung khong duoc ly giai khoa hoc: “Hon
da tir trén khéng roi xuong, khéng ai thdy tay ndo ném. Nha cira ron rang nhu c6 nguoi
phd, ma tim hodi chang gap ai. Nguwoi thi bao ma quy, ké thi néi oan hon udt irc chira siéu
thoat.” [1, tr.133], nhung dugc cong dong ly giai theo cach tim linh, m6t hinh thirc tran an
tam ly trong thé glO’l bat tric. Trong Hoén ma cii, nhan vat niém chi dé ‘goi hon ma vé”,
nhung “chdng vé nita” mot chi tiét cho thiy sirc manh va gi6i han cia niém tin: cha ng,
bua phép khong c6 sttc manh van nang, ma phu thudc vao cam xuc tam thirc ngudi goi.
2.3.7. Giao thoa tin ngwing Viét, Khmer, Hoa trong khong gian Nam B¢

Van xudi Binh Nguyén Loc phan anh song dong su giao thoa van hoa ton giao gilta
cac toc ngudi. Trong truyén, Ong nhiéu 1an nhic dén mieu ong Ta, t€n goi Viét hoa cia
Neak Ta, than dat ciia ngudi Khmer. Cach ngudi Viét tiép bién miéu Neak Ta thanh “miéu
éng Ta” cho thay qua trinh ban dia hoa ton giao ngoai lai, nham tao nén su hoa hop tin
ngudng trong cong dong.

O Ba Moi i, hinh anh hon ma ngudi dan toc thiéu s6 (nguoi Thuong) ciing hién 1én
cuing cac biéu tuong cua dan toc Kinh cho thay khong gian tdm linh Nam B9 1a khong gian

“da than, da dang, da toc”: “Dém xuong, tiéng hii cia ba Moi vang ron, nguoi ta tin hon
ma nguoi Thirong con ldan quén ddu day. Giita tzeng hii dy, khéi nhang ban tho 6ng ba cia
nguot Kinh van nghi ngut, hai thé giéi nhw chong 1én nhau” [1, tr.241]. Trong cac truyén
khac, ong mo ta ngudi Hoa udng tra, an chao khuya, tho Quan Cong hay Quan Am déu la
tin ngudng cong cu, hoa 1an trong cong dong nguoi Viét.

Su giao thoa nay khong tao ra xung dot ma 1a nét dédc trung van hoa, mdi cong dong
gil tin ngudng riéng nhung van chia sé khong gian song Diéu nay Iy giai vi sao nguoi déan
Nam B ¢6 thé cung lic tin vao Phat, Chiia, ong T4, t6 tién va... ca thiy phap. D6 la mot
biéu hién cta “tdm thirc linh hoat”, phan anh dung ban chat cia mot ving dat dang trong
qua trinh thiét 1ap can tinh van hoa da chiéu.

3. KET LUAN

Van xu6i Binh Nguyén Loc 1a moét canh ctra mo ra khong gian vén hoa tdm linh dédc
trung ciia Nam B9, ving dat dung hop, c4i mé va da tin ngudng. Bing nhin quan tinh té
va sy am hiéu sau sic 'doi song dan gian, nha van da khac hoa thanh céng mét thé gioi
nghé thuat noi ngudi sdng va nguoi khuét cung ton tai trong mbi twong tic giau nhéan tinh
va ban sic. Tl hinh twong hon ma dén nghi 18 tho ciing t6 tién, tir niém tin Phat gido vé
luan hdi dén anh huong cia Cong gido, tir cac nghi thire dén gian nhu nhap trach, tran yém
dén tin ngudng ong Ta, dao Hoa Hao, dao Cao bai, tat ca da tao nén mot ban d6 tam linh
phire hop nhung rat d6i gan giii.

Diéu quan trong 13, trong sang tac ciia Binh Nguyén Loc, ton gido va tin ngudng
khong bi tach biét nhu nhirng mo-tip doc 18p ma dugc hoa quyén mot cach hiru co vao doi
song con nguoi. Ching hién dién trong nép nghi, hanh vi, cach song, cach goi tén va ca
nhitng ndi niém tham ling tao nén nhiing tang sau y nghia cho thé gidi nhan vat ciing nhu
khong gian ngh¢ thuat. .

Tir goc nhin vin héa hoc, ¢6 thé néi ring vin chuong Binh Nguyén Loc khong chi
phéan anh hién thyc, ma con la noi luu gitt ky e tdm linh cong dong Ong khong chi 1a mét
cay bt van xudi tai ning, ma con 13 mot nha ghi chép van hoa xudt sic nguoi da gop phan
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khang dinh cin tinh Nam B¢ thong qua ngh¢ thuat ké chuyén dam da chét ban dia. Nhitng
gia tri van hoa ay, duoc thé hién qua chleu sdu ton gido, tin ngudng trong van chuong cua
ong, chinh 1a di san quy bau can duoc tiép tuc nghién ciru, bao t6n va gidi thiéu rong rai.
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RELIGIOUS AND FOLK BELIEF CONSCIOUSNESS
IN SOUTHERN VIETNAM AS REFLECTED
IN BINH NGUYEN LQC’S PROSE

Abstract: Binh Nguyen Loc's prose is an artistic space imbued with the cultural identity
of the South, in which religious and belief elements are not only the context or artistic
motif but also a profound expression of regional consciousness. Under his pen, the
underworld, ghosts, mantras, ancestor worship practices, land worship, water worship,
shamanism, as well as the presence of religions such as Buddhism, Catholicism, Hoa
Hao, Cao Dai... are vividly reflected, rich in emotion and imbued with indigenous spirit.
The article approaches Binh Nguyen Loc's prose from a cultural studies perspective,
analyzing how he built an artistic world on the basis of Southern religion and belief,
expressing the harmony between tradition and modernity, folk and urban, indigenous and
acculturation. Thereby, the article affirms that Binh Nguyen Loc's literature not only
reflects society but also preserves the "spiritual memory"” of the Southern community in
the midst of the modernization process.

Keywords: Binh Nguyén Léc; Buddhism; culture; folk beliefs; Hoa Hado Buddhism,
literature, religions, Southern Vietnamese culture; the netherworld



