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T khoa: John Maxwell Coetzee; tiéu thuyé't; khong gian, thoi gian, manh va.

Nhén bai ngay 25.08.2025; guri phan bi¢n, chinh sira, duyét dang ngay 27.10.2025
Lién h¢ tac gia: Bui Bién Nguyén ; email: bdnguyen27@gmail.com

1. PAT VAN DE

Trong bdi canh bung nd cua cong ngh¢ thong tin va truyén thong, con nguoi hién dai
ngdy cang roi vao trang thai thiéu vang dlem tua tinh than, tré nén c6 don khi dbi mat véi
mot doi séng 1ap 10 thyc - ao, thiéu két ndi; hoai nghi va hoang loan trude nhu’ng dich
chuyén chong mat cua the gi6i. Chu nghla hau hién dai ra doi “ghi dam ddu an “con khung
hodng niém tin” vao tat ca nhitng gid tri da ting ton tai truée dé” [1; tr.8]. No chat van
cac hé gia tri truyén théng va lam lung lay tinh chan 1y tuyét ddi cua cac dai tu sy. Trude
thuc té d6, cic nha van hau hién dai di tir bo khat vong kién tao mot thé gidi nghé thuat
hoan chinh, toan ven. Thay vao do, ho chu dong pha vo két cAu tac phém thanh nhitng
mang roi rac, dit gdy, phan anh dung tinh than hau hién dai vén nhan manh sy phan manh,
phi trung tdm va da nghia. Tu day, khai niém “manh vo” (fragment) trd thanh mot dac
trung nghé thuat n6i bat, xAm nhép siu rong vao moi phuong dién cta sang tao vin chuong
hau hién dai, trong d6 c6 cach td chirc khong gian va thoi gian nghé thuét. Tai Viét Nam,
céc nghién clru v& thi phap manh v& d c6 nhing thanh tyu dang ké v6i nhiéu cong trinh
chuyén sau ciia Nguyén Thi Minh Thao, Lé Nguyén Nguyén Thao, Nguyen Hoang Tu¢
Anh,... Diéu nay ching t6 huéng nghién ctru manh v co nhumg trién Vong nhat dinh.

Rleng truong hop cua J.M. Coetzee, cac nghién ctru vé “manh v&” trong tiéu thuyét
ciia nha vin tap trung vao nhiéu khia canh: Daniel Watt phan tich “manh v&” trong dbi
chiéu voi Blanchot va Beckett [2]; Jan Wilm xem su rdi rac va khoang tréng trong
Elizabeth Costello, Disgrace hay In the Heart of the Country nhu chién Iuoc kich thich suy
ngam, dong thoi chi ra sy phan manh ct phap va cam giac gian doan khi doc [3]. David
Isaacs nhan manh qué trinh sang tac phi tuyén tinh, khi van ban ty hinh thanh tr nhiing
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nghi ngd va ngit quang [4]. Ban than ¥ nghia trong tac pham cila Coetzee ciling duwoc mé ta
la da chiéu, phan manh, luén mé va phic tap, voi chu trac chap va nhu trong Elizabeth
Costello [5]. Nhin chung, cac nghién ctru khing dinh Coetzee chi dong sir dung su phan
manh trong cAu tric, giong diéu va y nghia dé mé rong kha nang dién giai va dbi thoai cta
van ban. Tuy nhién, khi khao sat cac nghién cuu vé tiéu thuyét J.M. Coetzee, dac biét la &
Viét Nam, van con mot khoang trong dang ké trong viéc tiép can khia canh khong gian va
thoi gian nghé thuat tir goc nhin “manh v&” (fragment). Chinh tir khoang trong 4y, bai viét
lwa chon khao st khong gian va thoi gian manh v& trong tiéu thuyét ciia J.M. Coetzee
nhim 1am rd co ché van hanh va tao nghia cta hai binh dién nghé thuat nay khi gén v6i nén
tang nhan thirc luan hau hién dai va dat ngudi doc vao vi thé dong kién tao y nghia.

2. NOQI DUNG

2.1. Mt s6 van dé vé khong gian va thoi gian manh vor

Khoéng gian va thoi gian nghé thuat 13 nhitng pham tru hinh thirc, 1a phuong thic t6n
tai va van dong cua thé gioi nghé thuat. Trong 150 thudt ngit vin hoc, khong gian va thoi
gian nghé thuat duoc Lai Nguyén An xem hai pham tru nay nhu “nhitng pham chat dac
tinh quan trong cua hinh twong nghe thudt, dam bdo cho viéc tiép nhdn todn ven thire tai
nghé thudt va to chirc nén két cau cia tic pham” [6; tr.304]. V&i cam quan hu hién dai
mang theo nhing dau an ciia mot cude “khung hoang niém tin” (Ilin) sau sdc vao cac hé gia
tri, quy chudn, dai tu su, xem thuc tai 1 san pham cta su cdu thanh tir ngon ngir, dién ngon,
tro choi,... cac nha van hau hién dai thuong xuyén st dung nhitng thii phap nghé thuat nhu
phan manh hoan vi, dan ghép dong hién vao trong qua trinh xay dung khong gian va thoi
gian ngh¢ thuét dé tao nén céc tiéu tu sy, pha huy tinh chinh thé cia cac hé thong. Tur day,
cac hé toa d6 khong gian va thoi gian manh vo xudt hién, gop phan nhan manh tinh da tri
nhu la mot déc trung cbt 131 cua doi séng van chuong hau hién dai trong mdt sy tri nhan
“da vién canh” vé thé gioi.

Néu truéc ddy, cha nghia hién dai cb gang thlet 1ap “md hinh thé gidi” dé chéng lai
cam thirc hu vo va do v gia tri (dya vao ni€m tin vé sy théng nhét cua tri thirc va kha ning
hop thirc hoa bang nhiing truyén ké 16m), thi dén hau hién dai, thong qua su hoai nghi cac
dai tu su va quan ni¢m xem cac kha thé dién dich vé hién thue von chi 14 sy van hanh cia
tro choi ngon ngtr va cac hinh dung [1], cdc nha van hau hién dai da hudng dén su sang tao
cac cau tric nghé thudt phan anh “mé hinh thé gi¢i” ddy nhiing ran nit, phi tam, da diém,
dé cao tiéu tu su va su chéng chéo, phan manh. Twr day, cai nhin cla cac ca thé d6i v6i doi
song c6 su ran nit, tan tac, chip va nhitng manh v& hdn dung. Cai nhin, tim thirc 4y di vao
qua trinh sang tac va biéu hién thanh cac phuong dién nghé thuat cé tinh v& vun. Pay 1a
diéu kién dé khong gian manh v& (mot hinh thirc nghé thuat biéu hién cua chinh thé tac
pham) co diéu kién di vao tiéu thuyét mang tinh hau hién dai. C6 thé néi, khong gian manh
v& trong van hoc hau hién dai thuong bi phan ra thanh nhiéu don vi cuc bd, mdi don vi van
hanh theo quy tac dién ngodn riéng, phi trung tim, ddng dang, budc nguoi tiép can tu lap
ghép dé dinh vi su tri nhan cia ban than dbi voi van ban. Cac bdi canh khong gian thuong
xuyén c6 sy thay doi lién tuc, boi tat ca déu tro nén roi rac, dit gy, thiéu sy lién ket va
khong c6 mot khong gian nao ding ra dai dién lam trung diém. Piéu nay lam suy yeu kha
nang tao ra mot chinh the théng nhat, mot trat ty tong thé duy nhat vé mo hinh thé gioi
trong truyén ké. Ban vé khong gian manh v&, Pham Thi Phuong Ngoc cho rang: “Khéng
gian manh vé cé thé hiéu la khéng gian nghé thudt & diroc nha van cat manh va lap ghép
theo ky thudt tran thudt hdu hién dai nham tang hiéu ung vé thé gioi hon don, dirt gay va
phi tam diém” [7]. Van chuong hau hién dai t6 chirc khong gian theo kiéu phan manh nhu
1a mot co ché ton tai va tao nghia, dat nhan vat vao trang thai phi trung tdm, dat gdy noi
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chdn, nhap nhang giita cac bdi canh. Thém vao dé, véi cach dap nat, xao tron, pha v& mo
thirc chirc nang ciia khong gian, cac manh v& nay s& van hanh bang quy tic riéng va lién két
long 160 v6i cac manh khong gian khéac trong tac pham. Khi nhan vat di chuyén giita cac
manh, cach ton tai ctia ho phai thich nghi theo luat tai khac nhau. Nho d6, van ban phoi 1§
su bit 6n ctia noi chdn va ban ngd phan tan, thay vi hudng téi mot chinh thé théng nhét.

Mot pham tri khac di lién voi khong gian va ciu thanh thé gidi nghé thuat voi su van
dong ndi tai cta chinh thé tac pham 1a thoi gian. Hai pham trii ndy thuong gan két véi nhau
mot cach chat ch€, do do, khi khong gian v& vun, hinh thic biéu hién cua thoi gian nghé
thuat cling “dong chét”, phan rd theo. Hién twong thoi gian v vun xuét hién trong phwong
thirc biéu hién boi do voi “cde tiéu tw sw hdu hién dai, 16i cam nhdn thé gidi nhie mét hon
dén bat tan da thay d6i mai mai thi phap thoi gian truyén théng, tao ra nhitng xdo trén thoi
gian vieot khéi tam kiém sodt ciia con nguoi — ta khéng con cé thé dp dat chiing vao bt ci
mot trdt tw hay hé quy chiéu ndo nita” [8; tr.35]. Qua do, co thé hiéu, trong van hoc hau
hién dai, thoi gian manh v& 1a sy phén manh, pha vo chiéu tuyén tinh, khién dong chay su
kién dat gy, xao tron, dan bén, dong hién trong két cau tac pham tao nén nhiing khoang
10i, nhay coc, dé ngé hodc nhitng chleu kich chong 14n nham di dén mé rong bién d6 phan
anh con ngudi va ban chat doi song. Cach 1am nay huéng dén phan anh hanh trinh hinh
thanh ban thé hoic ky trc cuia nhan vat bi duat doan va phan tan. Khong nhing thé, n6 con
phe phén 1lch sir tuyén tinh kiéu truyen thong bang cach phoi bay trang théi dit gdy va su

“x61 mon” cam thuc lich sur. Chudi thoi gian bi cét khiic thanh cac manh v& khong con quy
tu thanh mét tién trinh nén nguoi doc c6 thé nhan ra tinh lich st tuyen tinh chi cé gia tri
trong nhiing ciu tric co diéu kién chir khong 1 quy ludt tit yéu. Tir chéi lich sir tuyén tinh,
¢ dinh va di sau vao phuong thirc phan manh thdi gian ciing 1a cach ma cac nha van hau
hién dai dénh d6 tinh hé théng va céc dai ty sy, nhitng khudn mau chi phéi nhan thic cua
con nguoi.

Nhu véy, khong gian va thoi gian manh v§ trong tac phém van hoc hau hi¢n dai tir mot
hinh thirc nghé thuat biéu hién (phan manh, xé 1é hay lap thé) duoc ding theo y hudng chu
quan cua ngudi nghé si dén dic trung sang tac cua chu nghia hiu hién dai gan véi co so
nhén thirc ludn vira néu trén, da tao nén mot chinh thé tac pham hap dan, co tinh thir thach
trong qua trinh tiép nhan, mo rong kha ning déng sang tao ctia doc gia, buoc ho phai thuc
hién thao tac sip xép trat ty khong gian va thoi gian cua truyén ké tuong chimg nhu khong
lién quan thanh mot mau chuyén c6 ndi dung hoan chinh. Van dung cach thic nghé thuat
biéu hién nay vao nghién ctru tiéu thuyét ciia John Maxwell Coetzee & phuong dién khong
gian va thoi gian manh v, nguoi viét khai thac khong gian manh v & khia canh mat mo
thirc chirc nang, mé 16 va phan manh, cung thoi gian mang v& qua thi phap phan manh, lap
ghép, hoan vi, dong hién véi mong mudn kham pha sy tic dong thoi — khong dén trai
nghiém sdng va hanh trinh cta nhan vat trong tic pham; dong thoi cho thiy dugc tai ning
ctia nha van trong viéc kién tao khong gian va thoi gian manh va.

2.2. Khéng gian phan manh, lip ghép

Khong gian phan manh, 1ap ghép thuong xuat hién phd bién trong sang tac cia cac nha
van hau hién dai, trong d6 c6 J.M. Coetzee. Vi két cAu manh v&, khong gian xuét hién
trong tiéu thuyét ciia J.M. Coetzee ciing trd nén phan manh. Trong bai viét Mo héa trong
mét sé tiéu thuyét cua John Maxwell Coetzee, Pham Thi Phuong Ngoc cho r@ing: “Khong
gian trong tac pham cia J.M. Coetzee khong dwoe xdc dinh mét cach ré rang ma con bi
ddo Ign, déi khi tré nén phi li, nhdp nhang” [7]. Co thé thay, trong sang tic cua J.M.
Coetzee, khong gian kha da dang nhung nhin chung, tat ca chi la nhitng manh Vo dut gay,
thiéu su lién két, mé 16 va phi tim diém. Céc su kién trong cudc doi nhan vat gin lién véi
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nhiéu phan manh khong gian khic nhau, mdi manh khong gian xuat hién déu co y nghia,
vai trd quan trong ddi v6i hanh dong ciia nhéan vét va dién tién cau chuyén. Qua mdi khong
gian, nha van s¢€ tai hién lai va phan anh nhitng bi kich, bét on cua con nguoi trong xa hoi.

Trong Cugc doi va thoi dai cua Michael K, trén hanh trinh luu vong cua Michael K,
J.M. Coetzee da phan manh khong gian cot truyén thanh nhiéu khoang khong khéc nhau.
Trong mdi khong gian 16n, nha vin lai tiép tuc phan manh thanh nhiéu khoang khéng nho
hon nhu khéng gian thanh phd bao ham khong gian trai tap trung Jakkalsdrif, Vién té ban
Huis Norenius, bénh vién Somerset, cong vién, toa tau, bai dao mat Sea Point; khong gian
lang qué noéng thon ciing tiép tuc dwoc phan manh thanh khong gian trang trai nha Visagie,
trong hang,... Cac khong gian lién tuc dugc phan manh thanh nhirng manh vun nho, ton tai
roi rac, thiéu lién két, khién nguoi doc kho phan dinh duoc dau la khong gian chinh, boi tat
ca déu phi tam va ddng dang, duoc nha vin 1ip ghép v6i nhau thong qua lién két ngdm an.
Di nhién, sy xé 1¢é khong gian da co6 trong van hoc hién dai, dén van hoc hau hién dai, hinh
thire nay tiép tuc duoc duy tri nhung gin v6i co sd nhén thirc luan vé cac tiéu tu sy, tinh
ngoai bién, hinh thanh nén dic trung riéng biét cua kiéu khéng gian manh v& trong sang tac
hau hién dai.

Trude hét, khong gian manh v& trong tac pham biéu hién qua su ghép ndi hai manh
khong gian mot cach 1ong 1éo, khong dong chirc. Mo dau tac pham, sau khi gidi thiéu vé
chiéc moi va viéc lam cia Michael K, khong gian Vién té ban Huis Norenius & Faure hién
1én 14 noi sdng cua nhimmg “dira tré khong may mdn va bi nhitng bénh khdc nhau” [9; tr.14],
trong d6 c¢6 Michael K. Sudt tudi tho, Michael K xem & ddy 1a ngdi nha thir hai ctia minh,
boi vi nhitng lic ¢ noi nay cdu cam thiy an toan, tranh xa khoi nhing 10i 18 miét thi cua
moi nguoi xung quanh, thdm chi la cua me minh — Anna K. Khong gian nay dong vai tro
nhu 1a mét noi khép kin, 6 quy tac riéng, dam bao sy an toan vé moi truong song cho nhan
vat. Bén tudi muoi 1am, Michael K budc vao doi lién tuc bi e hiép, tin cong. Khong gian
thanh phé rong 16n nhung lai 1a noi khdi phat cac trai nghiém bao luc. Sy dich chuyén tur
khong gian Vién té ban Huis Norenius ra khong gian thanh phd cua nhéan vt da phan anh
tinh chirc dat hay cac lién két vé& chirc nang khong gian, cho thiy mdi khong gian 1a mot
cAu tric co quy tdc va su van hanh riéng biét, dat canh nhau nhiing khong khop hoac gin
két nhau; khién nhan vat bi trdi dat giita hai manh khong gian. Ngay tir tudi thiéu nién, sy
dich chuyén ciia Michael K qua hai manh khong gian di bao trude viée phai rit vao cac
khong gian vi mo, khép kin vé sau ctia nhan vit.

Thém nita, khéng gian manh v& con biéu hién qua su ldp lai cac khéng gian cing chirc
ning ban dau nhung bi bién do6i chirc ning sau trai nghiém ciia nhan vat dé kién tao su tiép
nhén theo hudng ngoai bién. Cu thé, mot 1an Anna K bi bénh phu thiing ¢ c4 chén va tay,
Michael K phai dua m¢ minh vao vién dé chira tri. Tai day, Michael K cung véi Anna K
nhiéu 1an bi khinh khi, khong dugc coi trong, chéng han nhu “khi ba can cdi bé di tiéu, thi
hau nhw chdng ¢é ai mang cho ba”, “cé lan ba con dang 16 do tirng bude doc theo twong
dé di vao nha vé sinh, thi cé mét nguoi dan éng mdc bé pigiama xdm ngan ba lai, ving ra
nhitng cdu tuc tiu va phé bay bé phdn sinh duc cia han” [9; tr.17]. Déi véi hai me con
Michael K, bénh vién la noi giam minh trong dia nguc, boi & noi day, ho khong dugce coi
trong, bi d6i xir ching khac gi 14 loai ha ding. Bén canh khong gian bénh vién, cac khong
gian nhu trai cai tao, ti nan von mang danh nghia van minh nhung thuc chét 1 noi giam
ham, phan 4nh bo mit dan ap caa chinh quyén thyc dan. Théng qua 101 miéu ta cia Michael
K, ngudi doc khong khoi am anh trude nhitng khoang khong gian nay: “dnh dém dioc
muwdi ba cdi léu rach cdch nhau déu dan trén khu vuc trai, bdy nam can nha tgm ngoai nha
gidt va nha xi” [9; tr.121], “bén trong t6i om, khéng cira s6” [9; tr.118]. Song trong khong
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gian tu ting, Michael K nhiéu 1an mo udc thoat khoi noi nay khi nghi vé tu do. Trong
nghién ciru vé khong gian manh v&, Duong Thi Anh Tuyét chi ra “tinh chat manh vo khong
chi thé hién ¢ sw xé lé cdc mang khong gian theo cdi nhin dia Iy ma chu yeu thé hién & su
phi logic, khong thudn chiéu giita tinh chdt khong gian theo mé hinh truyén thong véi doi
song tinh than cia nhan vat” [10, tr.80]. Bénh vién, trai ti nan, trai cai tao,... thuc chét luon
duoc canh gilt nghiém ngat nhung khong phai bao vé cho con ngudi ma chinh 1a giam ham,
bét nhdt, boc 19t con ngudi nhur mot nha tu. Vi vy, khong gian nay 1éch khoi logic suy nghi
thong thuong cta con ngudi, mét chie ning von co va “vang” khoi tm thirc ¢6 hitu cia
nhan vt vé cach cau thanh mo hinh khong gian theo quy udc chirc nang trudc dy. Nhiing
noi nay khong mo rong long nhén dao, cai tao, ciru roi con ngudi ma hoan toan di nguoc lai
nhiing gia tri nhan danh truée do vé chirc niang cua ching. Nguoi khong pham t6i bi vu oan
bt nhét, khong ngimg bi hanh ha, si nhyc nén trong mat cia Michael K va moi nguoi,
nhitng khong gian nay 1a noi “lan truyén bénh tit. Khong vé sinh, khong dao dirc. Mét 6
truy lac, dan ng va dan ba song chung” [9; tr.131]. Nhiing trai nghiém khong gian va cach
tri nhan cua nhan vat da hinh thanh nén mot 16i nghi khéc cho chirc nang va vai tro cua cac
khong gian nay. N6 kién tao mot nét nghia, mot dién ngdn ngoai bién, ding véi tinh than
héu hién dai théng qua vi€c tac gia cho lap lai cac khong gian dong chtre nang, gia tang
bién cb va su twong tac tidu cuc, phi nhan tinh giita cic nhan vat, lam mat chirc niang khong
gian dé kién tao cach hiéu khac voi tim thirc thong thuong.

Khong nhitng thé, Coetzee con tao nén khong gian manh v bang cach dan 1ong, ghép
n6i cac manh khong gian 16n nhé vao nhau nhung cac manh d6 lai c6 su tach biét trong tim
thirc nhan vat. Khi Michael K trén chay khoi hong sting cua chién tranh, khoi nhitng noi ti
tang, giam ham cua chinh quyén thyc dan, anh tré vé véi ‘qué huong, thao nguyén, dé tim
kiém sy ty do. Vuot qua hang rao cua trai cai tao dé dén véi khong gian thao nguyén,
Michael K thay “minh cé thé song ¢ day mdi mdi, noi me minh va ba minh dé ¢. Diéu dé
that gian di” [9; tr.158]. Séng trong khong gian thao nguyén la khoang thdi gian ma
Michael K cam nhén duoc su yén binh, ddy 1a noi chén mang ¥ nghia tuong trung cho su tu
do, khat khao tach minh khoi chién tranh cta nhan vat. Thé nhung, khoang thoi gian dep iy
nhanh chong két thac, bién cb chién tranh ap dén, déy nhan vat vao tan cung cua bi kich.
Michael K khong du sttc manh dé thay ddi cuc dién chién tranh, nén lya chon tu dao hang
va bat dau séng nhu “mdt hon dd, mét hon séi nam yén lang” [9; tr.237 - 238], sdng lam
10i, c6 don va lam ban v6i con trung, cdy c6. Qua d6 cd thé thay, khong gian hang 13 noi
chén vi mo, 1a khong gian nho dugc long ‘trong khong gian qué huong, thao nguyén. Tu
mot noi dang song, bang cach thém bién cd, thao nguyén bi bién d6i chirc niang trong viéc
céu thanh trai nghiém song gan voi khat vong cua nhén vét. Khong gian hang tuy cho nhén
vat quyén tu chi vé cach séng, nhung né lai ton tai nhu mot kiéu khong gian ngoai bién,
khong c6 lién hé gi vdi qué huong hodc thao nguyén, tham chi 1a ddi lap khi dat vao nhau.
Khéng gian hang ciing c6 thé doc nhu ¢b mau Me. Hang 13 1ong dit bao boc, t6i va binh
yén, cho phép cé4 thé thu minh dé tranh bao luc cia chién tranh. N6 vira 1a chén hdi quy vé
su khoi nguyén ban dau cia kiép nguoi, vira nhu bao thai cho mot dang song toi gian. Vi
thé, di & vi thé ngoai bién va bi xem 14 ton tai phi li so véi trit ty, quy chuan xa hoi, thi
khong gian hang van phan anh hy vong yéu thuong, dao duc sinh t6n khi cac chuan chung
hay h¢ gid tri, niém tin trong nhan vat da sup do.

Glong voi khong gian trong Cugc doi va thoi dai cua Michael K, khong gian manh vo
trong Ruong bo cting dugc cau thanh tir cuge choi cua quyén lyuc, sy hoan vi chiic ning lién
tuc va cac bién cd lam nén tinh ngoai bién cua sO phén con ngudi trong trai nghiém khong
gian. Cudc doi ciia David chu yéu gan lién v6i hai manh khong gian 16n, d6 1a khong gian
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thanh phd Cape Town va khong gian nong thon ¢ thi tran Salem. Su dich chuyen khong
gian ludn gan vai bi kich rudéng bo va sy mat méat quyén lyc. Can phai thay rang, David 1a
mot nguoi tri thirc da trang, ¢6 dia vi nhét dinh trong xd hoi. Tai khong gian thanh pho
Cape Town, 6ng c6 vi thé nhat dinh ddi vdi sinh vién va nhimg ngudi tinh timg qua lai. Thé
nhung, khi J.M. Coetzee dit vao khong gian d6 mot bién cd, gia ting cac moi quan hé va
hanh vi khong ding chuan myc ctia nhan vat nham khoi mau cho bi kich ruéng bo, thanh
phé tro thanh noi dio thai David, khong con 1a noi khang dinh quyén luc va vi thé cua ong.
Khi bi dua ra ngoai bién, bi cy tuyét boi cac quan hé xa hoi, David tro vé khong gian néng
thon dé tim sy yén binh. Dén day, khong kho dé c6 thé nhéan ra diém twong dong ciia David
v6i Michael K khi ca hai cting vuot thoat khoi nhimg manh khong gian gay d6 vo gia tri va
niém tin ciia ban than, tim vé v&i ndng thon, qué huong. Song v&i khong gian ndng thon,
David lai mot 1an nita d6i mat v6i sy hoan vi va va tung cua mo thic chirc nang 1a bao hd
va ty do trong tim thuc ¢b hitu. Didu nay xuit phat tir viéc ban dau, khong gian trang trai
ctia Lucy 1a noi tinh lang, yén binh nhung khi David quay tr& vé do bi sa thai thi khoang
khong gian nay lai chinh 13 noi bt ¢au nhiéu bi kich méi vé tinh than cua nhan vat: cii v
va chiu nhirng 101 di nghi, giem pha cua con gai; chiu su 6 nhyc khi ching kién con minh bj
nhitng tén da mau cudng hiép; bi rudng bo. Khi nhan thdy ban than khoéng con phu hop voi
manh khong gian nay, David dich chuyén dén khong gian thanh phd, cu thé 13 khong gian
can h¢ trén duong Torrance. Tuy nhién, khong gian nay khong con 1a noi dung chira cho
nhan vat giong trude day vi né da tré nén tréng rong. Do d6, David phai quay tr¢ vé lai
néng thon, chap nhan sb phan dé duoc sdng ciing con gai. Su dich chuyén iy phan anh rd bi
kich ctia nhan vat khi mdi 14n dich chuyén 1a bi kich rudng bo cang dén siu thém. Khong
gian thanh phd tir noi khang dinh quyén lyc thanh noi cu tuyét, dén khi quay tro lai 1an nira,
n6 thanh mdt noi khong dung chira David. Song song do, khong glan ndng thon cling lién
tuc hoan do1 tir noi binh yén, tw do thanh noi khoi phat sy 6 nhyc, rudng bo, dé sau cung né
1a noi tro vé cua nhimg bé tic. Vi thé ciia ngudi tri thirc da tring von day quyén luc trong
cAu tric quan hé xa hoi bi dich chuyén tir trung tim ra ngoai bién, gin chat voi sy bién d6i
khong ngimg vai trd va chitc ning ctia cac khong gian. Do d6, nguoi tiép nhan phai hiéu
phuong thirc cdu thanh khong gian manh v& khong chi don thuan 1a cit manh, xé 1&, dan
ghép ma sau xa hon, dé tao nén tinh chat v& ciia khong gian, chi thé sang tao da dich
chuyen va lam mdi cac bién cb, kién tao mot goc nhin la hoa, ngoai bién rang cach thirc
ruéng bo mai 1a sy vén hanh cuia cac manh khong gian. N6 phan anh mot hién tuong phi
hop thire, giai trung tAm céu tric quyén luc cta cac ca thé vén nim trong hé thdng trung
tam trudc day.

Nhin chung, c6 thé thay, ciing nhu nhidu nha vin hau hién dai khac, cach kién tao nén
khong gian manh v& cia J.M. Coetzee 1a dap nat, x¢ ¢, lap ghép cac manh khong gian lai
v6i nhau hodc lam mét chirc nang khong gian, thiét 1ap mot cach hiéu, y nghia tir ngoai bién
di vao trung tam. Sy dich chuyén ctia nhan vét qua cac manh khong gian phan anh nhing bi
kich khac nhau cua s6 phan con ngudi trong mot hién thue da vidn canh, d6 v cac gia tri
va niém tin. Hon hét, khong gian manh v& con mang ¥ nghia trong viéc tao nghia cho tac
pham nhu bai viét dd nhan dinh ban dau. Chinh tir cach to chtrc khong gian giau tinh biéu
tugng nay, nguoi doc dugc dan dat di vao mé 16 cia nhing hién thuc phén ré, noi vi¢e truy
tim ¥ nghia cling 1a qua trinh dong sang tao cua sy t1ep nhan vian chuong. Pay ciing 1a diéu
lam nén chiéu sau va sirc song 1au bén cho tiéu thuyét hau hién dai ciia J.M. Coetzee.

2.3. Thoi gian phan manh, dong hién

Bén canh khong gian nghé thuat, thoi gian nghé thuat cting 1a mdt pham tru [am nén sy

doc déo, thanh cong trong sang tac cia cac nha van hau hién dai. Trong nhiéu tiéu thuyét
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héu hién dai viét theo két cAu manh v&, thoi gian ngh¢ thuat cling c6 sy phan manh, v vun.
V61 muc dich phan anh cai nhin ran nit, phi hgp thirc vé lich st tuyén tinh, ¢6 dinh va tinh
hdn don, da chiéu kich cua hién thuc, soi chiéu nhitng u tbi, an e sdu kin ciia mot lich su
“bén trong s6 phan moi con ngweoi” [11; tr.50], cac tac gia hau hién dai dé ra stc phan tach
dong thoi gian cbt truyén thanh nhiéu manh doan, x4o tron va cho ching cung dong hién
v6i nhau. C6 thé néi, thoi gian manh v& da phan anh nhiéu van d& c6 tinh chat khude tir dai
tir su, tu duy duy li, tinh hop thirc héa va cac niém tin vao chan 1i truy nguyén lich st va
kién tao cac ban nga thong nhat trong dién trinh van hanh cua thoi gian.

Trong tiéu thuyét cia J.M. Coetzee, thoi gian ciing ¢6 sy phan méanh, dong hién, hoan
vi, lip ghép. Trén hanh trinh cudc doi ciia nhan vat, doc gia dé bi 1am tudng thoi gian cot
truyén dang di theo chiéu hudng tuyén tinh, béi thoat nhin, cac su kién trong hanh trinh cua
cac nhan vat dién ra mét cach tuén tu, tang tién. Thé nhung, 4n sau bén trong, cac su kién
chi dugc nguoi ké chuyén dé cap ngﬁu nhién théng qua tri nh¢, dong hdi trc cua nhén vat.
Vi vy, cbt truyén khong duge sap xép theo trinh tw nhat dinh ma trd nén phi tuyen tinh, tao
thanh nhitng manh vun roi rac, dut giy. Didu nay dan dén thoi gian trong tac pham ciing ¢o
su nhay coc, “nghen” va phan rd thanh nhiéu “manh” thoi gian khac nhau: Thoi gian hién
thuc, thoi gian qua kha, thoi gian tam ly,... Cac “manh” thoi gian bi x4o tron trat tu, vi tri,
d6i luc cung dong hién, dan bén, gop phan ting hiéu tng v& vun trong tic pham.

Trudce tién, trong Cudc doi va thoi dai cia Michael K, thoi gian manh v biéu hién &
su dap nat, pha vo tinh tuyén tinh cda thoi gian lich su, dé no lap lai, déng hién, phu thudc
vao dong ki rc cta nhan vat. Mo dau tac pham, ngudi tran thuat dang ké vé Michael K tir
nhé cho dén nim mudi 1am tudi, tré thanh ngudi lam vuodn tai céng vién thi bat chot lai
nhay den khoang thoi gian “mot budi sang muén vao thang Sdu, do la lic Michael K dd ba
muoi mot tuoi” [9; tr.15]. O bénh vién, ngudi ké chuyén dang dé cap dén Michael K lai dot
ngdt chuyén sang ké vé cugc doi gitp viée ciia Anna K trong tdm nam lién. Tiép theo sau
do, mach truyén lai tlep tuc ké vé Anna K nhung & mot mdc thoi gian khac trong qua khur -

“cach do m¢ot nam” [9; tr.18]. Nhiing dich chuyen gitra qua kho va hién tai, gitra tuyén
truyén ctua Michael K va Anna K dé cho thiy su pha v& tinh lién mach va tuyén tinh cta
dong sy kién. Do d6, van ban kién tao nén mot chudi manh ghép rdi rac, trong do, ky tre va
trai nghiém ca nhan dan xen, lam ndi bat cam quan hdn don cia doi sdng va su bat dinh
trong qua trinh kién tao ban nga.

Thém nita, dé thoat khoi nhiing con dau cua bénh tat, Anna K quay tré vé qua khr,
song lai v6i nhitng ky tc, ki niém thoi tho a 4u va dot ngdt bé qua hién tai dé mo dén tuong
lai v6i nhimg cudc chay trén ctia ba va Michael K: “Ba con nhé ngoi 1é la bui rdm trong
madnh dat rao lai dé nudi ga vit, trong khi dé dan ga dao béi lung tung. R6i ba nhé minh da
di tim kiém nhitng qua tring dudi nhitng bui cdy. Khi nam trong can buong khéng cé
khéng khi vao nhitng budi chiéu mia déng, mua roi ti tach trén bdc thém nha bén ngodi, ba
mo vé mgt cugc chay tron khoi nhitng cuge danh nhau bira bai, khoi nhitng chuyén xe buyt
chdt cumg nguoi, khoi nhitng hang nguoi xép hang mua thirc an, khoi nhitng nguoi chu cira
hang kiéu cang, khoi nhiing tén dn cap va an may, nhirng tiéng coi bdo dong vao ban dém,
gio giot nghiém, cai rét va am wét, dé dwoc tré vé voi lang qué” [9; tr.21]. Chi trong mot
doan ngén, J.M. Coetzee lap ghép, luan chuyen nhimg “manh ghép” thoi gian hién tai - qua
khir - tuong lai khong guong gao ma rat ty nhién, tao nén tinh da tuyén cua tac pham. Sy
xen k& nay cho thdy thoi gian da bi phan manh, chiu su tac dong cia cac xung dong cam
xuc. Glac mo clia Anna K 1a sir cong huéng ctia ndi s¢ hii tir hién thuc hon loan va khat
vong vé mot quéa khtr binh yén. Qua do, van ban hinh thanh mét kKhong gian phi thoi gian -
thuc tai, ky e va mong muén tron 1an. Ky te vé “lang qué” c¢6 thé 1a mot trai nghiém thuc,
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nhung ciing c6 thé chi 1a hinh anh dugc 1y tuong héa doi 1ap voi hién tai khic nghiét. Cach
viét nay phan 4nh cai nhin hoai nghi vé& kha nang ti hién lich sir theo kiéu nién dai 6 tinh
logic. Bang viéc tai hién mot thé gidi ran nut, day bat tin va hoai nghi, gan llen voi nhleu
bién ¢, vin ban gia tang cam giac mat mét va bi kich ciia nhan vat, khic siu an tuong vé
cai phi ly trong doi song.

Hai tuyén truyén voi nhimg méc thoi gian khac nhau cua mdi nhan vat da duoc ngudi
ké chuyén dan xen, 10ng ghép vao nhau. Mot sb su kién da dién ra trude do nhung lai dugc
nhan vat ké sau va nguoc lai. Co luc, thoi gian hién tai goi nho dén nhitng sy kién, hanh
dong trong qua kht hodc nhitng hdi trc trong qua khir thoi thic hanh dong & tuong lai. Sau
nhitng hdi e ciia Anna K, mach truyén tré lai vi Michael K. Sau khi Anna qua doi, tir
nhitng cau chuyén duoc me ké trong qua khir, Michael K mong muén tim vé qué hwong -
trang trai Visagie, tr& vé noi me anh ting cam thay hanh phtic khi & d6 dé thoat khoi ap ché
ctia chinh quyén thyc dan. Tir ddy, co thé thay, sy lip ghép thoi gian giita hién thuc, qua
khir va tuwong lai trong tac phém lam cho bién d¢ hién thuc dugc moé rong, cho phép nguoi
doc ¢6 thé soi chiéu da chiéu vé su viéc, hiéu sdu hon vé cudc doi nhan vat.

Su phan manh, x4o trdn, déng hién cac binh dién thoi gian theo tri nhé ctia nhan vat
trong dién tién cta cdt truyén con biéu hién & Nhitng canh doi tinh 1é. Trong tac pham, J.M.
Coetzee da phan dé thoi gian tréi theo dong chay vé phia trudc nhung ddi lac nha van lai
kéo doc gia quay tré vé qua khir bang cach dé cho nhan vat xuat hién cac hoi ¢d. Mot vi du
tiéu biéu 1a chi tiét John Coetzee nhé lai tai nan ndm sau tudi khi vo tinh 1am em trai mat
mot ngoén tay [12; tr.173]. Nam nam sau, ky tc éy van trd di tré lai, khién cau bé Coetzee
mudi mot tudi am anh va day dat. Viéc kéo nguoi doc tro lai qua khir gitra dong thoi gian
hién tai cho thay thoi gian trong tac pham bi giy khic, 1ap lai theo ky trc nhan vat. Thu
phap nay ciing dugc van dung thuong xuyén trong Miia hé. Trong mdt cudc phong vén,
Margot bdng hodi tuong vé nhitng mila Giang sinh cung John trén thao nguyén Karoo, “nhw
thé né la thién dwong” [12; tr.132] va nhan vat bat ddu suy tu sdu vé noi d6. Qua khir xa
x06i bit ngd tia vé, chong 14n 1én hién tai, khién nhan vat roi vao thé gi6i ciia hoai niém va
nhdt minh trong mét chiéu kich thoi gian khac. S tron 1an, chong 14n “manh v&” thoi gian
nhu thé co tac dung goi nén “tinh phi thoi gian va tinh hang hitu trong thoi gian (c6 nghia
la cdu chuyén xay ra o thoi diém nay nhung lai gdy cam gidc né cé thé hién hitu tai bat cir
thoi diém nao trong thoi gian)” [13; tr.32]. Qua do, Coetzee kién tao mot “thé gidi song
song”, d(“)ﬂg d?lng véi “manh” thoi gian hién tai, noi ky uc va hién thuc déng hién, mo ra
kha nang soi chiéu ban than.

Bén canh d6, J.M. Coetzee con dé thoi gian hién thyc bi dong dic, “nhay coéc”, 1€ch
khoi cam thire thoi gian tuyén tinh ciia con ngudi. Vi tac pham Cude doi va thoi dai ciia
Michael K, cac “manh doan” thoi gian ¢ trai Jakkaldsrif hién 1é€n rd rang, cu thé nhung c6
su lap di, lap lai theo quy dinh, khuén khd va gén lién voi nhiing cong viéc nang nhoc ma
Michael K phai thuc hién hing ngay. Nhimg khoang thoi gian tao mot vong lap bét tan, tao
ra cam giac bi kich bi ap birc cua ngudi da mau khong thé hoan két va s& kéo dai theo quy
dinh tai “trai Di Ddn Jakkaldsrif/ Thoi gian tam/ Nam tir 6 dén 7 gio sang/ Nir tir 7 gio 30
dén 8 gio 30 sang/ Theo lénh/ Tiét kiém nuwéce/ Hay tiet kiém” [9; tr.137], “Xe tdi dén cho
ho vao lic sau gio ba muoi phut, va dén bay gio- ba mwoi phit thi ho dd ¢é mat lam viéc
[--] Cong viéc khé nhoc; dén gzu"a buoi sang, Michael K da mét lir. Anh nghz thoi gian o
trong niii dd bién minh thanh mot ong gia roi” [9; tr.147], “sang va 16i déu c6 nguoi diém
danh” [9; tr.167], * roi sang Thir Hai, chiéc xe tdi cua Hoi Bong Sw Podn da dén nhu
thuong 1¢ dé dua chung toi di lam” [9; tr.172]. Sy 1ap lai cac méc thoi gian nhan manh sy
phan manh thoi gian thanh cac “don vi” hoat dong cu thé, khong dua trén sy van dong tu
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nhién hay nhu cau c4 nhan, ma 13 sy kiém soat vi mé doi séng thuong nhat cua ting cé thé.
C6 thé noi, thoi gian bi danh dau bang nhiing sy kién bat budc ctia chinh quyén thuc dan da
lam mat di su lién mach va tu do trong trai nghiém thoi gian cua nhan vét; tao ra cam giac
vé mot dong thoi gian don diéu, tuan hoan, khép kin. Tuy nhién, n6 lai chéch khoéi cam thic
thoi gian ctia Michael K, boi tir hién tai 1a mot thanh nién, anh “nhay céc” dién trinh phat
trién trong tAm twdng rang “minh da bi bién thanh mét éng gia”. Cam thic cua nhan vat da
chat véan tinh hop nhat, phat trién ctia ban nga trong sy van dong ciia thoi gian. Thoi gian
tam li phén tach, v& vun, 1€ch hudng so vdi thoi gian khach quan, vat li. Tac phém vi thé
phoi 10 co ché ban nga bi phan r3, bién d6i trong mat thuc tai kéo dai v han, noi tuong lai
ma&i mé bi tri hoan va qua khir chi con 1a nhiing manh vo ki tec.

Tiép ndi, nha vin con gia ting hiéu ing phan manh, 1am ran nit thoi gian tim 1i bén
trong mdi ca nhan bang cach dong dic manh thdi gian ndy, tao cam thirc vé sy don nén
khong ngung, nhung van cho thoi gian vat li troi chay voi sy gia tang lién tuc cia cac bién
¢d. Cac chi thé thyc dan trong tac pham bi treo trong thoi gian cho doi. Cu thé, “thoi gian
chién tranh la thoi gian cho doi... Trong trai c6 gi ngoai ngoi doi, qua nhitng chuyén déng
cua cudc song hoan thanh nhi¢m vy [9; tr.277 - 278]. Sy mo6i mon ay két ty thanh “cdi niii
cua thoi gian” [9; tr.278] trong tdm li nhan vat, gdom “thoi gian cho doi, thoi gian trai tdp
trung, thoi gian chién tranh” [9; tr.278]. Nhu vay, khi d6i dién véi lich sir cua mot thyc tai
hdn loan, bang cach dé nhan vat cho doi, lam gia tang nhing don nen vé su rdi ren, thoi
gian tam li ctia chu thé thuc dan cling v& ra va diéu nay phan anh rang thoi gian noi thugc
dia la “cong cu” kiém soat doi song, con vo6i thue dan, no la nguon goc cua bi kich tinh than
6 ké thong tri.

Khong nhiing thé, J.M. Coetzee con ung dung ki thuat phan manh, dong hién thoi gian
dé “cd tinh tao ra mot lich sir khong thé truy nguyén” [14; tr.65]. Trong Nhitng canh doi
tinh Ié - phan Mua hé, J.M. Coetzee dé cho cic cudc phong van c6 cling moc thoi gian dong
hién véi nhau va c6 doi 1 thoi gian nhat dinh so voi thdi gian cta cude phong van ban dau.
Thoi gian ¢ phan Mia hé 1a mot tip hop, dong hién ciia nhidu ciu chuyén, tinh tiét xoay
quanh nhén vat John Coetzee lic da qua doi, ma trong do, “irdt tr tw su gdn nhw bi triét
tiéu: khong co su kién trung tam, khong tién trinh phat trién, khong giong ké thong nhat
[14; tr.67]. Néu sap dung theo trinh ty thoi gian, cudc phong van cua Martin s¢ dugc sap
dau tién, sau do 1a cudc phong van cua Adriana, Margot (lan 1), Shopie, Julia, Margot (lan
2). Thé nhung, J.M. Coetzee dd dao 16n vi tri xuat hién cua cac cudc phong van mot cach
khéo 160 v6i muyc dich pha bo trat tw thoi gian tuyén tinh nhung lai dung véi thoi gian trong
hanh trinh cudc doi cua nhan vat. Dudi 16p vo tudng nhu roi rac, cau tric thoi gian trong
tac pham van van hanh theo mot logic nghé thuat ngam, giau tinh 4n dy va chu dich. Bang
k¥ thuét x4o tron, dong hién, diém nhin nghé thuat cé su dich chuyén lién tuc qua nhiéu chu
thé dé phac hoa mot cach da dién nhung ciing mau thuin vé cudc doi va con ngudi cia
John Coetzee. Su x4o tron va chong chéo cac “manh doan” thoi gian di cau thanh kiéu trin
thuat da tri. Cach sdp dit nay tao ra nhitng manh v& cua ki (rc. Mdi nguoi gitr manh v vé
trai nghiém tirg c6 voi Coetzee, nhung c¢6 khi mau thuin véi nhau. Lich sir vi thé khong
con 1a tién trinh van dong tuyén tinh c6 thé truy nguoc vé ban dau, ma la mot tap hop 10i ké
di biét ghép tir cac “manh” thoi gian khac nhau. Chién lugc pha v “dong chay” tuyén tinh
da chat van tinh lich st coa tu truyén va boc 10 hoai nghi ddi v6i kha nang tai hién su on
dinh cua ky (rc c4 nhan. Bén canh xay dung nhitng khoang thoi gian dong hién cé thé xac
dinh duoc, J.M. Coetzee con nhan manh sy v& vun cta thoi gian béng viéc tao nén nhitng
khoang thoi gian “md” khong xac dinh rd thong qua ghi chép “nhiing doan khong dé ngay
thang”. Cac “khoang trang” nién dai nay budc nguoi doc tu lip ghép, kién tao lai y nghia
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thong qua tro choi cua tiéu thuyét. Khi tién trinh truy nguyén bi gian doan hodc pha huy,
cach nhén thirc cua doc gai cling co sy thay doi. Nguoi doc khong truy tim sy that cudi
cung, ma phai theo ddi cach su that duoc cau tao roi bi thdo roi trong dién ngon. Pay la
kiéu tran thuat da tri gfm véi vige thoi gian va ban nga cung luc bi phan manh, con lich st
chi con kha dung dudi dang gia dinh thong qua cac kha thé cua sy dién dich.

Bang k¥ thuét to chirc thoi gian phan manh va ddng hién, J.M. Coetzee khong chi lam
dut giy dong tran thuat truyén thong ma con kién tao mot két cau thoi gian giau tinh biéu
tuong — noi qua khir, hién tai va twong lai khong ton tai nhu ba tuyén doc 1ap ma dan xen,
soi chiéu 13n nhau theo dong hdi tudng va cam thirc ca nhan. Thoi gian trong tiéu thuyét
ctia 6ng khong don thuan 1a khung bdi canh cia ciu chuyén, ma 1a tdm guong phan chiéu
nhitng v& vun trong tim thirc, noi con ngudi hau hién dai vat va trong hoai nghi, bat én va
khat vong giai thoat. Sy dong hién ciia cac 1at cat thoi gian — gin véi dong ¥ thire x4o tron —
cho thay chiéu sau triét ly va tam voc tu tudng trong cach J.M. Coetzee tai hién ban ngi con
nguoi. Tur day, c6 thé thay rang cing voi khong gian phan manh, thoi gian ngh¢ thudt trong
tiéu thuyét cia J.M. Coectzee 1a phuong tién quan trong gop phan mé rong chleu sau hién
thuc va tinh than phan tu cia van hoc hau hién dai, boi tiéu thuyét da chat vén, chiém
nghiém va tai kién tao cai nhin vé con nguoi gitta nhitng ran v cua thoi dai.

3. KET LUAN

Nghién ctru tap trung khao sat va lam rd biéu hién khong gian va thoi gian manh vo
trong tiéu thuyét cua J.M. Coetzee, tir d6 chi ra vai tro cua hai yeu t6 nay trong viéc phan
anh tdm thirc manh v& va bi kich hién sinh ctia con nguoi trong bbi canh xi hoi Nam Phi
ngy tri va hau ky Apartheid. Bang cach tiép can tir 1i thuyét hau hién dai, bai viét da chi ra
su cac co ché pha v&, phan 13, kién tao sy van hanh cia cic manh v& khong gian va thoi
gian trong tiéu thuyét cua J.M. Coetzee, cho thdy day khong chi 1a tha phap hinh thic ma
con 1a mot chién luge nghé thuat giau tinh biéu dat, gop phﬁn kién tao nén thé gidi tiéu
thuyét da thanh, da chiéu va ddy thach thic trong tiép nhan.

J.M. Coetzee da van dung thanh cong ky thuat lap ghép, phén manh khong gian — thoi
gian dé tai hién mot thyc tai day nhimg dut gdy, hon don, qua do 1am ndi bat bi kich hién
sinh, sy tha hoéa va khing hoang ban thé clia con nguoi hau thuoc dia. Mdi manh khong
gian, mdi doan thoi gian trong tac pham déu mang tinh chat biéu tuong, chit chua ky uc,
cam xGc va triét 1y song; dong thoi soi chiéu 1an nhau dé phan 4nh trang thai bat dinh, lac
huéng va khat vong tu do cta con nguoi. Chinh nhd sy tai hoa trong to chirc hinh thirc
nghé thuat y, J .M. Coetzee da bién khong gian va thoi gian manh v tré thanh mot phuong
tién hitu hiéu d¢é mé rong bién d6 phan anh doi séng va tu tuong, dong thoi khang dinh vi
thé cuia 6ng nhu mot trong nhitng nha vin c¢6 dong gop 16n cho cac sang tac thudc chu
nghia hau hién dai trén thé gidi.
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SPACE AND TIME FRAGMENTS
IN THE NOVELS OF JOHN MAXWELL COETZEE

Abstract: John Maxwell Coetzee is one of the most prominent figures of world postmodern
literature. His novels bear strong marks of philosophy and reflexive thought, clearly
manifesting postmodern artistic features in various aspects: non-linear structure,
decentered characters, parodic language, etc. In particular, on the level of artistic space
and time, Coetzee effectively employs the techniques of fragmentation, montage, and
simultaneity to construct a fictional world that is both chaotic and haunting, where human
beings appear as fractured and disoriented entities amidst historical circumstances. The
study of fragmented space and time in Coetzee’s novels helps to illuminate the layers of
meaning in his works, while also demonstrating the writer’s artistic talent in
reconstructing spatial and temporal structures as a way of reflecting reality and the
human condition in the postmodern context.

Keywords: John Maxwell Coetzee; novel; space; time, fragments.



