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GIAO XU CONG GIAO NGUOI VIET TAI NEW ORLEANS
VA BAN SAC VIET NAM TAI MY

Tém tit: Sau ngay 30/4/1975, Viét Nam thong nhat dat nude,
nhiéu nguoi Vit Cong gido dwoc bao tro toi dinh cw tai thanh
phé New Orleans, bang Louisiana, My. Tai déy, véi sw dan dct
ciia Tong Gidm muc Philip Hannan, mét sé gido xir Cong gido
nguoi Viét dan hinh thanh thuéc T 5ng Gidao phdan New Orleans,
bang Louisiana, nhu: gido xu Maria Nit viweong Viét Nam thanh
Idp nam 1983, tiép dé la gido xir St. Agnes Lé Thi Thanh ¢
Marrero thanh ldp nam 1995 va ho dao Thanh Giuse o
Woodlawn, Algiers. Bai viét phdc hoa nhitng ching dwong hinh
thanh va phadt trién ciia mét cong doan va cau chuyén giik gin
ban sdc cia ngwoi Viét Cong gido tai My.

Tiwr khoa: Cong gido, nguoi Viét; New Orleans; My, gitr gin ban
sdc.

Dan nhap

Cong gido La Ma ¢ My c6 mot lich sir 1au dai tir thé ky XVIII véi
su di cu ctia nhitng dong nguoi tir chau Au, nhu: Phap, Ty Ban Nha...
Tuy nhién, nén vin hoa ctia mdi qudc gia gdc lai co dau an, dic diém
riéng lam cho buc tranh céc cdng doan gido phén, gido xir Cong gido
& My da dang hon. Tur sau nim 1975, My tiép nhan mot sb luong 16n
gido dan nguoi Viét dén day do su sup do ciia Viét Nam Cong hoa.
Pén nam 2018, s6 luong gido dan Coéng gido qudc tich My chiém
khoang 23% dan s6 ca nudc My (trén 300 tridu nguoi). Bat dau tir con
s6 “khong”, 1am thé nao ngudi Viét di xay dung duoc nhiing gido xir
dau tién & My, va bang cach ndo ngudi Viét co thé duy tri va phat
trién cac cong doan Cong gido, dong thoi gitt gin ban sic van hoa Viét

* Trudng Dai hoc Khoa hoc X3 hoi va Nhan vin, Dai hoc Quéc gia Ha N¢i.
Ngay nhéan bai: 11/8/2021; Ngay bién tap: 15/03/2022; Duyét dang: 15/07/2023.
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Nam tai qudc gia nay? Bai viét nay dua trén nghién ciru thuc dia da
diém theo phwong phép dan toc hoc/nhan hoc tai thanh phd New
Orleans, bang Louisiana, My tir thang 6/2010 dén thang 01/2012, va
tai thanh phd Ba Ria, tinh Ba Rja - Viing Tau va thanh phd Phan
Thiét, tinh Binh Thuan tir thang 01/2012 dén thang 4/2012. Nhimng tu
lidu dién di déan toc hoc va phan tich vin ban hoc ciing bd sung thém
tu liéu quan trong gitp gii nghién ctru nhin nhan, danh gia rd hon vé
qua trinh di cu va dinh cu ciia mot cong déng Cong gido Viét Nam tai
Hoa Ky.

1. Tong Gido phan New Orleans

Ngay nay, khi nhic dén gido x&t Cong gido Viét tai thanh phé New
Orleans, nguoi ta thuong nghi ngay téi gido xit Maria Nt vuong Viét
Nam, gido xt da timg 1am nén hinh anh kién tri, doan két cua ngudi
Viét trong qué trinh phuc hdi sau tham hoa tir con bdo Katrina nim
2005 (Nguyén Vii Hoang, 2017). Tiung 1a mot lanh tho thudc Phap,
thanh phd New Orleans, bang Louisiana, di trd nén ndi tiéng vé du
lich tir trudc khi nhitng ngudi di cu Viét Nam dén dinh cu. Sau Phong
trao Quyén Dan sy (Civil Rights movement) vao dau nhiing nim
1960, nguoi My da den sinh song & New Orleans da c6 nhiéu co hoi
chinh tri cling nhu kinh té hon. Nam 1960, nguoi da den chiém 32,5%
va nguoi da trang chiém 61,8% trong tong dan sé New Orleans. Vao
nam 1980, dan sé nguoi da den ting t6i 45,3% trong khi dan s nguoi
da tring giam xudng 45,4% (Fussell, 2007). D6 chinh 1a két qua cta
viéc nguoi da trang tir ndi d6 thanh phd chuyén dén nhiing khu nha
moi xdy dung & ngoai 6 mién dong New Orleans va cac gido xir lan
can khéac. Co ciu dan cu theo chung toc & New Orleans da thay doi
nhanh chong theo nhitng su bién ddi nay. Trong d6 thanh phd New
Orleans tré thanh mot thanh phd véi da s6 nguoi My da den (62,1%),
10i dén ngudi My da trang (34,7%) va ngudi gbe chau A khac (1,3%)
va nhiing chung tdoc khac (1,9%) vao nam 1990 [Zhou & Bankston,
1998: 80].

Nam 1975, New Orleans tiép nhan mot lan séng nguoi ti nan Viét
Nam dudi su bao tro cia Téng Gido phan New Orleans sau khi cude
chién tranh Viét Nam két thtic. Hau hét nguoi Viét sau do tai dinh cu
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& Village de I’Est phia Pong thanh phé New Orleans thudc quin
Orleans (Orleans parish). Pén nim 1990, dan sé nguoi Viét 1én t6i
4.600 trong tong 496.938 s6 dan cua thanh phé. Tuy day l1a mot con sd
nho so voi dan sé cua ca thanh phd, nhung ngudi gde Viét tap trung &
phia Pong New Orleans va dan sb cua ho ciing gan twong duong sd
ngudi My da den ¢ trong cung mot khu cu tru.

Diéu dic biét, New Orleans 1a mot thanh phd c6 lich sur lau doi
duéi anh huong cua Cong gido La M3 tir chau Au, nhu Phap va Tay
Ban Nha trong khi cac thanh phé khac & My véi da s6 tin hiru thugc
dao Tin Lanh. Nam 1793, Gi4o phan New Orleans dugc thanh 1ap va
dén nam 1850 thanh 14p Tong Gido phan New Orleans. Hién nay,
Téng Gido phan gom 108 gido x&r thudc 8 gido phan 1a Jefferson,
Orleans, Palaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Charles, St. John the Baptist,
St. Tammany va Washington. Gido xir Maria Nt vuong Viét Nam la
mot trong ba td chirc ton gido do ngudi My gbc Viét phu trach va la
gido xtr cho ngudi Viét dau tién ¢ ving New Orleans. Bai viét trinh
bay lich str di cu cta ngudi Viét Cong gido dén day va chi ra nhimg
dAu 4n cua ban sic Viét trén dat My¥ qua hoat dong ciia mdt cong d@)ng
Cong gido.

2. Lich st hinh thanh cac cong doan nguoi Viét

2.1. Lich svr di cw

Gidao xw Phwoc Tinh, xa Phwoc Tinh, tinh Phuoc Tuy (nay la
tinh Ba Ria — Viing Tau)

Sau nam 1954, gido dan Cong gido nhiéu noi da di cu vao mién
Nam (Hansen, 2009; Nguyén Ptc Loc, 2013). Gido dan Cong gido tir
Gido phan Bui Chu, Phat Diém dén va 1ap nén gido xt Phude Tinh
vao ngdy 13/12/1954. Sau khi dén mién Nam Viét Nam, ngudi dan di
cu tir Gido phan Bui Chu dau tién dugc bd tri tai dinh cu ¢ Boi Loi,
Tay Ninh va H6 Nai (thugc thanh phd Bién Hoa, Pong Nai), noi ho c6
thé canh tac trong lia nude. Tuy nhién, vi hau hét nhiing nguoi di cu
von 1a ngu dan nén ho da nho linh muc phu trach 1a Linh myc Tran
Ngoc Huong tim noi tai dinh cu cho ho & gﬁn bo bién. Sau khi cu
ngudi tim kiém ¢ nhimg ving xung quanh, Linh myc Huong cho rang
ving dat ciia xa Phudc Tinh, huyén Long Dién, tinh Phudc Tuy (nay
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1a huyén Long Dién, tinh Ba Ria-Viing Tau) c6 nhiéu tiém ning va
ong quyét dinh cho nguoi dan Gido phan Bui Chu tai dinh cu & Phudc
Tinh vao thang 12/1954. Nhimg ngay dau sau khi di chuyén dén
Phudce Tinh, hon 1.200 nguoi phdi tam thoi ¢ trong 50 cén nha tranh.
Mot nha tho tam cling dugc xay nhu mot ngoi nha tranh sau khi ho da
tuong d6i 6n dinh. .. DAt dai dugc khai pha va ngudi dan duoc cép cac
cong cu chai ludi [Ky yéu Gido xir Phuée Tinh, 2004).

Sau thang 4/1975, mot sb nguodi dan dia phuong & xd Phudc Tinh
lang 1& roi Viét Nam. Nhitng ghi chép trong ky yéu cua gido xtr Phudce
Tinh cho biét khoang 60% ngudi Cong gido rdi dat nuéc. Ong B., mot
ngudi da & lai, ké véi t6i: “sau thang Tu nim 1975, gido X cang ngdy
cang it ngudi. Mdi ngay, khi moi nguoi di 1& nha tho vao budi sang,
ho truyén tai nhau vé ai da roi di vao dém qua. Cudc sdng cua gido xir
Phuéc Tinh bi x40 tron vé mat tim ly; nguoi lang khong mudn noéi
chuyén véi nhau” [Tw liéu phong vin, 2012a)]. Gido x&r Tan Phudc
cling ¢ tinh trang tuong ty. V6i nhitng nguoi tr xa Phude Tinh roi
khoi Viét Nam, phan 16n trong s6 ho tai dinh cu tai Versailles, New
Orleans, My.

Gido xir Thanh Hdi, Phan Thiét

Trong khi viéc di cu cia nguoi dan tr gido phan Bui Chu, Phat
Diém dén Phudc Tinh khong c6 qua nhiéu khé khan thi nguoi Cong
gido tir giao x Ba Lang & tinh Thanh Hoéa phai rat vt va dé co nhiing
gidy to roi di vao mién Nam niam 1954. Nho sy hd tro cia Uy ban
Qudc t& vé Giam sat va Kiém soat (International Commission for
Supervision and Control, ICC) ctia Hiép dinh Genéve, mot s6 ngudi
Cong giao & Ba Lang duoc phép di cur vao mién Nam va tai dinh cu &
Phan Thiét. Pén nay nguoi ta van nhé nhiéu vé nhimng kho khin nay.
Peter Hansen cling ghi lai nhitng kh6 khdan ma nguo1 dan ¢ Thanh Hoa
phai d6i mat khi day 1a mot ving giap ranh ciia nhidu lyc lugng trong
khi Gido phan Bui Chu va Phat Diém lai chi nim duéi sy kiém soat
cua nguoi Phap [Hansen, 2009: 181].

Nhiing gido dan gbc Bic tai dinh cu & Phan Thiét khong chi dén tur
Ba Lang & Thanh Hoéa ma con tir Sim Son (Thanh Héa), Quang Binh
va Hai Phong. Cubi nam 1954, Linh muc Paul Pham Ngoc Oanh dua



50 Nghién cltu Ton gido. S6°3 - 2023

100 gia dinh tir cac khu cu tri tam thoi & Long An va Sai Gon dén tai
dinh cu & X6m Dam, nay 1a phudng Thanh Hai, thanh phd Phan Thiét,
tinh Binh Thuan. Nam 1956, mot s6 gia dinh tir Hai Phong ciing dén
day sinh séng. Linh muc Pham Ngoc Oanh phai yéu ciu co quan hanh
chinh dia phuong giup giai phong dat dai va hinh thanh mét gido xu
moi dat tén 1a Thanh Hai. Trong tur “Thanh Hai” thi Thanh c6 nghia
Thanh Hoéa - noi qué huong gdc va Hai c6 nghia 1a bién - noi ho ¢
thé tim sinh ké cho minh [Ky yéu Gido xir Thanh Hai, 2005].

Mot nha thd bang g lop mai tranh duoc xay dung nim 1956. Mot
nha thd ving chai hon hinh chir thdp duoc xdy vao thang 3/1957.
Cung nam dé gido xir duoc sip xép lai dé thudc vé Tong Gido phan
Nha Trang méi thanh 1ap. Dén khi chién sy chuan bi xdy ra ¢ Phan
Thiét vao thang 3/1975, nhiéu dan lang di chuyén dén ¢ tai Viing Tau
hodc tinh Phuéc Tuy. Chi co s6 it & lai gido xur. Mot phu nitr nhé lai:
“Khi thanh phé Phan Thiét duoc giai phong vao ngay 19/3/1975,
nhiéu nguoi di 1én thuyén di xudéng Viing Tau. Trong khi ngudi dan
gido xtr Thanh Hai di tan di noi khac thi dan géc Phan Thiét khong
1am vay” [Tw liéu phong van, 2012b]. Sau thang 4/1975, mot phan 16n
ngudi dan chay dén Viing Tau di roi Viét Nam va nhimg ngudi con
lai tr& vé& gido x&r ctia minh va xay dung lai ving dat ndy. Sau nim
1975, mot s6 ngudi van tiép tuc roi qué hwong trén nhitng con thuyén
danh ca.

Nhitng ngudi roi khoi Viét Nam vao dip thang 4/1975 da dugce dua
lén cac tau hai quan My, ho dugc chd téi Philippines va ddo Guam,
sau d6 dén cac trai & My, nhu: Fort Chaffee & Arkansas, Pendleton &
California, Fort Indiantown Gap & Pennsylvania, & d6 ho cho doi
dugc bao lanh. Trong sd nguoi tir Thanh Hai va Phudc Tinh, quy mo
cac gia dinh Cong gido thuong twong ddi 16n. Mdi ho gia dinh thuong
¢6 hon 5 ngudi gdm ca cha me. Vi thé, nhidu nguoi My va cac gido
phan khong thé bao lanh hét cho ho. Ho phai & lai séng trong céc trai
ti nan thém mot vai thang nira.

2.2. Lich str hinh thanh

Luc d6, nhan thdy c6 mot s6 luong 16n ngudi Cong gido tir Viét
Nam dang ¢ trong céc trai ti nan, Téng Gidm muc Philip Hannan &
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New Orleans quyét dinh bao lanh cho cang nhiéu ngudi Cong gido
Viét Nam cang tdt. Téng Gidgm muc nhd lai: “Mot sb gido phan trén
khip dat nuéc han ché vé& quy mé cua cac hd gia dinh ma ho co thé
chép nhan, nhung t6i lai mudn sao cho giir dugc cac gia dinh ngu dan
Viét Nam quy mo 16n cung nhau” [Hannan, Collins & Finney, 2010:
305]. Ong ciing cho ngudi tim kiém va bao lanh cho ca cac linh myc
Viét Nam tir cac trai dé giup gido dan hiéu 1oi Chta trong cac thanh 18.

Ba M., gbc & Phué6c Tinh, nhd lai ring dai gia dinh ba c6 26 thanh
vién di dén New Orleans vao cudi thang 9/1975. Pén thang 12/1975,
con sd ngudi Viét tai dinh cu & Louisiana di 1én t6i 3.602 [Do Hien
Duc, 1999: 39]. Trong khi d6, Téng Giam muc mong mudn béo linh
cho khoang 6.500 nguoi Viét Nam dén New Orleans. Vao nam 1975,
t6 chirc Tur thién Cong gido (The Associated Catholic Charities) da
sép Xép on dinh cho 1.000 nguoi tai Khu can hg Versailles Arms &
ving Dong New Orleans va dén nam sau d6, 2.000 nguoi Viét da tu
minh tim dén khu vuc ndy dé cu tri [Zhou & Bankston, 1998: 77]. Tir
niam 1975 dén 1980, ving Dong New Orleans di tiép nhan hon 3.000
ngudi Viét Nam. Trong khi The Associated Catholic Charities tiép tuc
bao lanh ngudi vuot bién, lan song nguoi di cu thr hai tr cac bang
khac tiép tuc dén dinh cu & New Orleans do nhéan duoc thong tin tur
ban bé va gia dinh. Pén nam 1990, dan sd nguoi Viét da ting lén
4.600 nguoi ¢ phia Pong New Orleans, mac du nguoi dan dia phuong
wdc tinh con sé d6 phai 1én t6i hon 6.000 [Zhou & Bankston, 1998:
77-78]. Mot s6 luong 16n nhimng nguoi chuyén dén dinh cu tai phia
Pong New Orleans; mot phan khac duoc sip xép dén & tai phia Tay
ciia New Orleans. Sau mdt vai nam, mot sb nguoi Viét da cé chiung
chi nghé va bat dau lam cac cong viéc nhu han dién, cham khéc
gd/sat, tho stra 6ng nudc, bac si, nhan vién y té va dugc si.

2.3. Quda trinh thanh ldp gidao xw

Ké tir khi nguoi Viét Nam dau tién dén day vao nim 1975, Tong
Giam muyc Philip M. Hannan & New Orleans danh cho ho su quan tam
dang ké. Mot trong nhimg dau hiéu cho thay diéu d6 1a cong doan nay
khong bao gio thiéu cac linh myc ngudi Viét. Téng Giam muc hiéu
rang néu khong biét ngdn ngit thanh 18, nhitng nguodi Cong gido nay cd
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thé s& cam thdy it gan giii v6i Chua. Ong di viét trong hoi ky: “Toi da
c6 mot trong nhimg quyét dinh nhanh chéng ma mot gido vién trudong
Christian Brother cii d3 canh béo t6i can than- ngoai trir quyét dinh nay
tao ra mot cudc khing hoang lon. Toi muén méi 6.500 nguoi ti nan
Viét Nam toi gido phan New Orleans chi don gian boi vi d6 1a didu
dang dén phai lam. Nhung dé cham lo cho nhiéu nguoi ti nan dén vay,
chung t61 can cac linh muc Viét Nam” [Hannan va cOng su, 2010: 304].

Va sau d6 Linh muc Dominic Mai Thanh Luong, nguodi da tirng
phung vu ¢ Gido phan Buffalo, dugc yéu cau lam cong viéc quan
trong nay. Ong di xoay x& tim kiém mét sb linh muc ngudi Viét cho
nhitng ngudi da duoc bao lanh. Tir nam 1975 dén nay, ¢6 8 linh myc
da duoc giao lam linh muc xr cho cong doan nay ¢ vung Bong New
Orleans: Linh muc Tran Cao Tuong, Linh muc Viét Chau, Linh muc
Viét Hung, Linh muc Mai Thanh Luong, Linh muc Luke Diing, Linh
muc Nguyén Vian Nguyén, Linh muc Nguyén Thé Vién, Linh muc
Dominic Nguyén Van Nghiém. Tét cac cac linh muyc nay déu sinh ra
tai Viét Nam. Mot s6 dang hoc tap tai My khi chién tranh Viét Nam
két thuc, sé khac dén M§ nhu nhitng nguoi ti nan cing véi gia dinh.
Day 1a m6 hinh twong tu & gido xir Viét Nam 6 thi trAn Marrero va ho
dao & Woodlawn bén bo Tay song Mississippi. Vi dugc cac linh muc
ngudi Viét dan dat, cong doan Cong gido clia ngudi gbe Viét van gin
gitr nhiéu dic diém cua mot gido xur Vit Nam.

Theo ghi chép cua anh Toan Tran, mdt nha suu tam lich si, &
Versailles: “Nhém 12 gia dinh dau tién tir Fort Chaffee dén New
Orleans véi cha Tran Cao Tuong. Ho dugc mdt xe buyt truong hoc
dua téi Tong Gigo phan va duge Pirc Téng Giam muc Philip Hannan
dua dén khu chung cu Versailles Arms. Ngudi ch ciia chung cu nay
1a ngudi My trang, Merilyn Orwin. Tong Gido phan di giup ho mua
mot nha di dong (trailer) d& dung mot nha tho tam & d6 vao thang
11/1975. Sau d6 Tong Giam muc da gitp nguodi Viét mua mot 16 dét
dé xay dung nha nguyén mang tén Cdc thanh tir vi dao Viét Nam vao
nam 1977. Ho tu goi minh 1a Cong déng Cdc thanh tir vi dao Viét
Nam. D6 1a mot ho dao thude gido phan New Orleans” [Tw liéu phong
van, 2011al.
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T 1975 dén thang 8/1983, khi dan s6 & Versailes da du 16n, cac
gido dan nguoi My gbe Viét mudn nang cip ho dao Céng dong cdc
thanh tie vi dgo Viét Nam nay thanh mot gido xu, dat tén 1a “Maria Nt
vuong Viét Nam” va xay dung mot nha thd c6 820 chd ngdi voi sy
dong gop cua cac gido dan Viét. Khi dé trinh uéc nguyén voi Tong
Gido phan, Linh muc Mai Thanh Luong da khién Téng Giam muc rat
ngac nhién khi nghe noi ring ngudi Viét di c6 tién du dé xay dung
mot nha thd bén virng moi. Téng Giam muc Hannan viét: “Trudc su
ngac nhién hoan toan cta t6i, Cha Lwong dap: Chung con da lap chién
dich. Chung con c6 400 gia dinh va chung con mudn c6 mot nha tho
16n, néu chua tinh phan trang tri thi s& tén khoang $400.000 USD.
Chung con quyét dinh mdi gia dinh chiu trach nhiém déng gép $1.000
va tit ca cac gia dinh déu da dong goép” [Hannan va cong su, 2010:
307]. Tong Giam muc chua bao gio tin rang chi trong vong vai nim
ngudi Cong gido tir Viét Nam c6 thé tiét kiém di tién dé xay dung nha
tho riéng cho hg. Va mot nam sau do, vao thang 8/1984, nha tho
Maria Nit vuong Viét Nam duoc hoan thanh. V&i sy xudt hién cua
mot nha thd danh cho ngudi Viét, gido x ngdy cang gia ting sb lugng
gido dan va nguoi Viét di cu dén sinh sdng ¢ trong ving cang nhiéu
hon [Nguyén Vii Hoang, 2019].

Cu dan ¢ day tir nhidu noi khac nhau trén dat My chuyén dén khu
lang Versailles & Dong New Orleans. To6i (tdc gid) ndi chuyén véi
ngudi dan khong chi & Phudc Tinh va Phan Thiét ma ca tir HO Nai,
Gia Kiém va Bién Hoa ciia tinh Dong Nai. Ho cling nhau tim kiém ké
sinh nhai, di 1& nha thd mdi ngay va chia sé v&i nhau mot sd cac hoat
dong chung. Nhiing tu liéu phong véan dinh tinh ciing cho thdy 1y do
chinh ma ho chuyén dén New Orleans 1a ¢ day c6 mot nha thy Cong
gido cho nguoi Viét, thoi tiét giéng nhu ¢ Viét Nam va sy ¢6 mat cua
céc ban bé, ho hang than thich cing nhimg tiém ning vé danh bat ca ¢
vung Vinh Mexico.

Pic biét, sy quan tdm cta Tong Giam muc Philip M. Hannan ngay
tir ban dau dd giap nhimg nguoi Coéng gido Viét gitt duoc ban sic
riéng chtr khong phai bi hoa nhdp hoan toan vao nha thd Cong gido
My. Bang cach sip xép cho ngudi Viét Nam & nhimg khu vuc riéng
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biét va cho phép ho thanh 1ap mot gido x néi tiéng Viét, Téng Giam
muc da dat nén méng cho mdt khia canh hai ngoai (diasporic
dimension) ctia nguoi Cong gido Viét & New Orleans [Nguyén Vil
Hoang, 2011b]. Linh muc Nguyén Thé Vién, nguyén linh muc chinh
XU cua gido xir Maria Nit vuong Viét Nam, ciing khing dinh diéu nay
khi chia sé ring: “Pay 1a mot dic quyén cho Cong gido Viét Nam &
New Orleans bai vi thoi diém d6 chinh sach caa My 1a hoa trén ngudi
Viét vao xa hoi My. Chi co Téng Giam muc Hannan dua ho dén New
Orleans va cho phép ho & cung voi nhau” [Tuw lidu phong vén, 2011b].

O phia Bo Tay (West Bank) ctia dong séng Mississippi chay qua
New Orleans con c¢6 hai khu vuc ngudi Viét Nam song tap trung tir
nam 1975 dén nay. Nhom dAu tién tai dinh cu tai mot dia diém goi la
Phé Woodlawn & Algiers va sau d6 ho tu goi tén 1a cong dong
Woodlawn. Nhom thtr hai séng & gan gido xtr St. Joseph the Worker &
Marrero. Hai nhém ndy va nhém & Versailles déu dugc bao 1anh bai
Tong Gido phan New Orleans. Ho di nhan duogc su hd tro rat 1on cia
Tong Gidm muyc Philip Hannan va nhitng ngudi cong su clia ong ngay
tir ban dau. Mic du hai nhom & Bo Tay sinh hoat cing céc gido xur
My¥, ho van ty goi minh 1a cong dong Hung Vuong. Vao thoi diém do,
5 linh muc Viét Nam duoc giao trach nhiém dan dat 3 nhom Cong
giao Viét Nam: Linh muyc Vi Han, Linh muyc Tran Cao Tuong, Linh
muc Vi¢t Chau, Linh muc Joseph Pham Vian Tué (theo Linh muc
Joseph Pham Van Tué¢, gido xit Maria Nit vuong Viét Nam khong phai
gido xir dau tién ciia nguoi Viét tai My. Mot gido xir Viét Nam dugc
thanh 13p trudc d6 & Thibodaux, Houma, Louisiana) va Linh muc
Dominic Mai Thanh Luong. Trong s6 céac linh muc trén, Linh muc
Joseph Pham da hoc & Rome, Italy va Linh muc Dominic Mai da hoc
6 My trude nam 1975.

Nam 1983, sau khi gido xir Maria Nt vuong Viét Nam dugc thanh
lap, Téong Giam muc Philip Hannan giao cho Linh myc Dominic lam
linh muc chinh x&. Mot diém dic biét cua gido xi Maria Nit vuong
Viét Nam 1a khi thanh 1ap gido x(&r bao gobm 3 nhom Cong gido Viét
Nam ¢ thanh phd New Orleans: Versailles, Marrero va Woodlawn.
Mic du sdng xa nhau, ngudi Cong giao Viét Nam & New Orleans van
thudc vé mot gido xur va t6 chitc mot s6 hoat dong cung nhau.
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Hinh 1. Vi tri 3 nha tho ciia ngudi Cong gido My goc Viét &
New Orleans

LY

A R
Zalved

w
1. village de 1'Est
Mary Queen of Vietnam church

Liog

Kenner O ap
Metairie w

New Orleans

L

.
2. Woodlawn, Algiers
L] St. Joseph Mission
3. Marrero abiytane
St. Agnes Le Thi Thanh church

(Nguén: tu lidu dién da, v& lai trén Google Map)

Nam 1995, dan s6 ngudi Cong gido Viét Nam ¢ Bo Tay tang 1én,
Linh muyc Joseph Pham Vian Tué da giri 10i dé nghi 1én Tong Gido
phan dé xin nang cép ho dao & Marrero thanh mét gido xu. Ong nho
lai: “Ciing rat ngac nhién boi vi liic dau giam myc & gido phan khong
ung ho y tuong cho mét gido xur dya vao dan tdc. Tuy nhién, sau khi
ching kién sy 16n manh va mé rong tich cyc cua nguoi Cong gido
Viét Nam & Marrero, 6ng iy da doi y va ung ho ching toi ning cip
gido xi”. T thoi diém d6 tro di, nguoi Cong gido Viét Nam & New
Orleans c6 gido xur thtr hai la “Thanh Agnes Lé Thi Thanh”. Ho dao &
Woodlawn duoc goi 14 ho thanh Giuse (St. Joseph the Mission) va dén
nay ho dao nay van 1a mét ho nhanh thudc gido xit Holy Spirit & New
Orleans. C6 thé noi, sy ing ho ciia Téng Gido phan New Orleans c6
vai tro dac bi¢t quan trong trong vi¢c tao diéu kién cho nhirng nguoi
Cong gido Viét sinh séng gan nhau va d6 1a tién dé cho ho giit gin
nhiing ban sic cta van héa Cong giso Viét Nam.

3. Pic diém thwe hanh/sinh hoat ton gifo ciia gido xir Maria Nir
vuong Viét Nam

3.1. Thanh 1é va Phung vu loi Chiia tai My
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Gido xur Maria Nir vuong Vi¢t Nam c6 khoang 6.000 giao dan vao
nam 2005. Trong sd ndy c6 rat it gia dinh nguoi My da tring va ngudi
My da den. Trudc con bao Katrina nam 2005, chi ¢6 2 gia dinh nguoi
M@ (ngudi Mexico gbc Tay Ban Nha, con goi 1a Hispanic) sbng & khu
dan cu nay. Sau bdo Katrina, dan s6 ngudi M@ ting 1én dén khoang
100 vi c6 nhiéu ngudi M@ di cu dén lam tho xay dung trong thanh phd
sau con bdo. Mdi ngdy trong tuan nha thd té chic hai thanh 18: mot
vao budi sang (6h-6h30 sang) va mot thanh 18 vao budi tdi (18h00-
18h30). Trudc mot budi thanh 18 bao gio ciing 1a mot khoang thoi gian
30 phut thoi gian ty cau nguyén. Nhitng bai kinh ciu nguyén déu
xudng bang tiéng Viét vao cic ngdy trong tuan. Vao cic ngdy thanh 18
cudi tudn, c6 mot 1& vao chiéu thir Bay va 5 18 vao Chu nhat (Sang:
6:30-7:30; 8h-9h; 9:30-10:30; 11h-12h; Chiéu: 17:00-18:00). Vao cac
thanh 1& Chu nhat, 3 trong sd 5 budi 1& bang tiéng Viét, 1 budi bang
tiéng Anh (11h-12h sang) va 1 budi bang tiéng Tay Ban Nha (17:00-
18:00 chiéu). Linh muc Vién, linh myc chinh x{r vao thoi diém bio
Katrina, cho t6i biét ring sau bdo Katrina nha thd da sap xép thém mot
budi thanh 18 bang tiéng Tay Ban Nha cho ngudi ME cu tra trong ving
va c6 dang ky véi gido xt. Pay 1a mot bude dot pha nham mo rong
cong doan gido xr chir khong chi hudng téi gido dan la nguoi Viét.

Nhu tit c nha tho trong Gido hoi Cong gido, moi thanh 1& & nha
tho cia nguodi Viét & My cling dugc cu hanh theo trinh ty va quy dinh
chuén cta Gigo hoi nhung & gido x{r Viét ¢6 tinh chat Viét hoa bang
161 kinh va thanh ca. Ban than tac gia da tham du nhiéu thanh 18 & ca
New Orleans, Marrero va Woodlawn ciing nhu & mét s gido xur tai
Phudc Tinh, Phan Thiét va ciing chimg kién sy twong dong d6. Cac
thanh 1& déu duoc thuc hién theo mot quy trinh théng nhat va dic biét
nhiing 16i dap 18 clia cong doan déu bang tiéng Viét. Didu nay khong
chi gitp cho thanh vién cong doan & hai ngoai c¢6 co hdoi ddm minh
vao khong gian Viét Nam, ma con nhu mot sy trao truyén tiéng Viét
cho gidi tré.

Thém nita, truéc thanh 1& du tién vao sang Chu nhat hang tuan &
gido xtr Maria Nit virong Viét Nam, thuong duoc goi 1a “thanh 1& cla
ngudi gia”, thi c6 thém hoat dong xudng kinh bang tiéng Viét trong
30 phut trudc. Nhimg bai kinh duoc xudng vao budi nay déu bing
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tiéng Viét va déu do mot nhom nhitng nguoi phu nit 16n tudi linh
xudng. Nhitng ngudi khac c6 mat trong thoi diém d6 déu tu doc theo va
lam thanh mot hoat dong tap thé cua cong doan hudng vé Chua. Diém
dac biét 1a hoat dong nay khong hé duoc xuét hién trong bat ctr budi 12
thudng ngay nao khac, do d6, ddi v6i nhitng nguoi khong di 1& vao budi
sang sém Chu nht thi ho ciing khong hé biét viéc xudng kinh nay. Qua
phong vén, nhitng nguoi cung cép tin cho biét d6 13 nhitng bai kinh ho
hoc tir khi con & Viét Nam, vi thé n6 in dam trong tam tri ho va hang
tudn duoc doc nhitng bai kinh nay vao trude 1& Cha nhat khién ho cam
thdy hinh nhu sbt sing huéng vé Thién Chta hon. Dic biét, hai nhém
16n nhit trong cong doan 1a ngudi tir Phude Tinh va ngudi tir Phan
Thiét phan chia nhau trong viéc xudng kinh & budi nay. Pay 1a mot
diém nhan vé tam linh d6i voi thé hé thar nhat & New Orleans.

3.2. Hpi doan la mét sw da dang, két hop va duy tri ban sic

Ngoai nhiing bi tich, thanh 1& va cac hoat dong muc vu ctia nha tho
Cong gido My, cac giao xir Viét Nam ¢ day con duy tri duge nhiéu
hoi nhém ton gido nhu hdi con ¢ Viét Nam. Nha thy Maria Nit vuong
Viét Nam c6 14 hoi doan cho gido dan cua gido x@. Thuc té thi nhiing
ngudi My Cong gido gdc Viét & New Orleans con duy tri thém mot sd
hoi nhém nhiéu hon ca & cac gido xit gbc & Phude Tinh va Phan Thiét
da tung c6. Nhitng hoi nhom cho nguoi Cong gido & New Orleans
theo cac do tudi va da dang s¢ thich, nhu: Lién minh Thanh tam, Hoi
cac ba me Cong giao, Hoi con Dirc me, Thiéu nhi Théanh thé, Hoi
Thanh linh, Hoi Cursillo (Cursillo Movement - Cursillo 1a mot phong
trao tong dd cua Gido hoi Cong gido Roma duoc thanh 1ap ¢ Tay Ban
Nha nim 1944 béi mot nhom cac cu si va lan truyén ra toan thé gioi.
Phong trao Cursillo m¢ cac khoa hoc ng’fln han vé 1am thé nao dé tré
thanh nhitng nha lanh dao Co déc hitu hi¢u - NVH), Hgi Kha Ludn Bé
(Knights of Columbus), Hoi Thang tién hén nhan, Linh Thao, Muc vu
Gioi tré, Ca doan Gloria, Ca doan Trung Dwong, Ca doan Huong
Duong, truong Thanh Toma Thién. Hau hét nhimg ngudi Cong giao
gbc Viét thudc gido x Maria Nit vuong Viét Nam tham gia it nhat
mot hoi doan dé trd nén tin Chiia hon. Mdi hoi doan do mét vi thanh
dd dau va can duoc to chie 18 ton vinh va ta on vi thanh bon mang
ctia hoi doan mot lan trong nam. Cé thé nodi, mot linh muc ngudi My
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ma khong c6 kinh nghiém 1am viéc véi cac hoi doan nhu vay chic
chan s& thdy kho khin khi din dat mot gido xr Cong gido cta nguoi
My gbc Viét.

O gigo xit Maria Nir vwong Viét Nam, gido dan tir Phude Tinh va
Phan Thiét chiém da s6 trong cong doan va do d0, ho cb ging gin gitr
céu tric cua cac gido xi ciia ho nhu trude ndm 1975. Nhiing cyu chi
tich (6ng chanh) ciia cic gido xUr tr trudéc nam 1975 van duoc ton
trong & vung dit méi dinh cu nay. Bang viéc bao 1anh ngudi than dén
New Orleans, ngudi ddn Phuéc Tinh va Phan Thiét ting 1én vé sb
lwong ngudi trong cac mang ludi xa hoi ciia minh va bién Versailles
tré thanh ngdi lang - ngdi nha thr hai cua ho. Lbi sdng nhu mot cong
doan Cong gido Viét Nam ctia ho van gilt nguyén boi 14 hoi doan ton
gido trong gido xu.

Thém vao do, nha thd Cong gido cua ngudi Viét cling la mot dia
diém trung tdm cho céc sy kién cong dong, nhu: Nim méi (duong
lich), Tét Nguyén dan, ram Trung thu va cac ngay 1& quan trong khac.
Nhiing sy kién ndy thu hut khong chi nguoi 10n tudi, trung nién tham
gia phuc vu va “say” trong khong khi 1& tét ciia ngudi Viét ma con c6
¥ nghia trao truyén khong gian van hoa Viét, tiéng Viét cho cac thé hé
tiép theo trén dat My. V&i viéc phan cong cic dau viéc theo cac hoi
doan, cac su kién 18 tét duge t6 chitc mot cach cong phu, bai ban véi
nhimg hoat dong nhu ca nhac hai ngoai, cac moén d6 an Viét nhu pha,
s6t vang, banh mi kep va nhitng hinh thtc vui choi ¢6 thudng. C6 thé
nodi, nha thd Maria Nt vuong Viét Nam co6 vai tro cuc ky quan trong
trong viéc gin két nhimg ngudi Cong gido Viét voi nhau qua cac budi
thanh 1& hang ngay va cung ¢ tinh thin ngudi Viét mdi khi to chic
cac hoat dong cong dong.

Két luin

Bai viét da cung cap cai nhin tong quan vé lich sir hinh thanh va
phat trién ciia mot cong dong Cong gido ciia nguoi Viét tai thanh phd
New Orleans. Nhirng ngudi Viét Nam dau tién dén thanh phd vao cubi
nam 1975 va dan sd ngudi My gdc Viét lién tuc tiang 1én theo cac lan
song nhap cu tir cac bang khac 6 My. La mot nhém thiéu s trong mot
thanh phé chu yéu 1a nguoi My da den, nhiéu ngudi My gbe Viét lya
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chon sdng tap trung & ba dia diém & hai bo ciia con song Mississippi.
Véi su hd tro ctia Tong Gido phan New Orleans, ngudi Cong gido My
gbc Viét da thanh cong trong viée cung cd cong doan va mé rong khu
vuc cu tri ciia minh. Hon thé nira, tuy song trong xa hoi My va tuyét
dbi tuén thu cac quy dinh trong nghi 18 ciia Gido hdi Cong gido, cac
gido xir Viét Nam véan duy tri dugc nhitng nghi thire Viét va to chic
hiéu qua cac héi doan dién hinh mang van héa Viét Nam. Co thé noi
vé mot sy tich hop va gin giit van héa ciia ngudi Viét khi nhin vao
gido xtr Cong gido Viét Nam & My, cu thé trong truong hop nay 13 tai
thanh phé New Orleans./.
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Abstract

VIETNAMESE CATHOLIC PARISH IN NEW ORLEANS
AND VIETNAMESE IDENTITIES IN THE UNITED STATES

OF AMERICA
Nguyen Vu Hoang
University of Social Sciences and Humanities,
VNU-Hanoi

After April 30, 1975, Vietnam reunified the country, many
Vietnamese Catholics were sponsored to settle in New Orleans,
Louisiana, United States of America (USA). With the guidance of
Archbishop Philip Hannan, a number of Vietnamese Catholic parishes
gradually formed in the Archdiocese of New Orleans, Louisiana such
as the Mary Queen of Vietnam Church established in 1983, then St.
Agnes Le Thi Thanh Church founded in 1995 in Marrero and sub-
parish of Saint Joseph in Woodlawn, Algiers. The article outlines the
stages of formation and development of a community and the story of
preserving the identities of Vietnamese Catholics in the USA.

Keywords: Catholicism; Vietnamese people; New Orleans;
America.



