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BHIMRAO AMBEDKAR VA HANH TRINH CAI PAO
SANG PHAT GIAO CUA TANG LOP DALIT O AN PO

T6ém tdt: Bhimrao Ambedkar (1891-1956) dwoc ménh danh la
chién binh vi dai trong hanh trinh dau tranh cho binh dang xa
héi & An D6. Ddu tranh cho binh dang xa héi ¢ dit nwée nay da
O tir truGe dé nhung chi dén Ambedkar méi c6 nhing hanh
dong cu thé, thiét thyc va hiéu qua théng qua mét tén giao ky
diéu 1a Phdt gido. Phdt gido 1a hién than cua sw binh dang, boi
ngay tir khi méi ra doi, tén gido nay da chong lai ché dg dang
cap, bdt binh dang cua Hindu gido. Bang chinh cudc doi va sw
nghiép ciia minh, Ambedkar da truyén cam hing thay doi sé
phdn mét cach manh liét cho hang tri¢u Dalit (tién déin) dén véi
Phdt gido. Nho ¢6 Phgt gidao va Bhimrao Ambedkar, lan dau
tién trong cudc doi, giai tang Dalit thuc sw dwoc binh ddang nhie
moi giai tang khac trong x& hgi. Bang su kién chdn dong nam
1956, mét lan song hai sinh Phdt gido da lan téa khap An P
cho dén tdn ngay nay. Pdy la dong gop to Ion cia Ambedkar
cho Phdt gido 4n PG noi chung va cho tang I6p Dalit noi riéng.
Véi cac nguon fir liéu co thé tiép cdn duwoc, ching t6i sé phac
thao hanh trinh cai dgo sang Phdt gido cia tang lop Dalit théng
qua viéc phan tich vai tro, cong lao cuza Ambedkar trong hanh
trinh vi dai dy.
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Dan nhap

Dau 4n phat trién caa lich sir An B¢ thé ky XX khong thé khong
nhic dén mot nhan vat kiét xuat 1a Bhimrao Ambedkar. Ambedkar
dugc biét dén 1a mot nha chinh tri, mot luat su va 1a nguoi ludn nd luc
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dau tranh cho binh ding cua cong dong Dalit bang nhitng quyén loi
hét sirc thiét thuc. Ong ddu tranh dé ho c6 duoc cac quyén con ngudi
trén ca phuong dién vat chat va tinh than. Trong thoi gian lam Bo
truong Bo Tu phap, éng da cu thé hoa viéc chdm dat ché do Dalit
trong Hién phdp An Do ké tir naim 1950 va ban hanh nhiéu dao luat
nham hd tro tang I6p Dalit. O phwong dién ton gido, chinh Ambedkar
12 nguoi da dan dit Dalit dén véi Phat gido. Tir nhiéu thé ky, nhiing
ngudi Dalit theo Hindu gido di tin twdng mot cach ma quang rang, sb
phan “cting dinh”, “tién dan”, “thdp hén” cua ho 1a do Thuong dé an
bai va chap nhan vé diéu kién tit ca nhitng bat cong, vo ly cua cac giai
tang trén dam dap Ién than phan minh. Chinh Ambedkar va tu tudng
Phat gido da giac ngd Dalit tim thiy “con duong sang” trong hanh
trinh d4u tranh doi lai nhitng quyén co ban cua con ngudi khdng chi vi
cac quyen loi kinh té, ma con vi danh du va su ton trong. Nghién ctu
vé B. Ambedkar va hanh trinh cai dao cua tang I6p Dalit da dugc
dé cap & mot sb cong trinh trong va ngoai nudc, tiéu biéu co thé ké
dén nhu: Untouchable, Dalits in Modern India cua Michael S. M.
(1999); Dr. Ambedkar’s Strategies against Untouchability and the
Caste System cua Christopher Jaffrelot (2005); “Dalit” va phong
trao cai giéo tai An Do thé ky XIX-XX cua DS Thu Ha (2015); Sw
phuc hung phdt gido An Pé & vai trd cua tién si Ambedkar cua Thich
Trung Hiru (2018); Anh hwong cua phong trao phuc hung Phdt giéo
cua B. R. Ambedkar vao viéc phat trién kinh té-xa hgi cua tang lép
tiéen dan ¢ An PJ cua Ravi Shankar Sing (2019); Bhimrao Ramiji
Ambedkar nguwoi da gitip cho Phdt Gido hoi sinh ¢ An Pg cia Hoang
Phong (2008)... Nhin chung, cic céng trinh nghién ctru nay déu c6 dé
cap dén B. Ambedkar va cong cudc chan hung Phat gido An P
thoi hién dai; dong thoi phan tich qua trinh cai dao cua tang 16p
tién dan. Tuy nhién, cac dién gia da phan hudng téi hai noi dung
chinh: thir nhat, dat Dalit trong tong thé cac phong trao cai dao noi
chung; thr hai, danh gia vai tro cua B. Ambedkar theo hudng vi
ma trén nhiéu phuong dién tir kinh té - chinh tri dén van hoa - x4
hoi. Bang viéc khao ciru cac ngudn tu lidu nay, chdng tdi nhan thay
chua c6 mét nghién cau day du, riéng biét vé vai trd cua B.
Ambedkar d6i véi hanh trinh cai dao sang Phat gi4o cua tang 16p
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Dalit & An Do. Vi viy, bang viéc hé théng héa va phan tich céc dit
liéu trén ddy, chung t6i s& danh gia cong hién cia Ambedkar d6i véi
cong dong Dalit & An Do trén hanh trinh cai dao sang Phat giéo - ton
gi4o chira dung triét Iy vé tinh than binh dang thuc sy cho toan nhan
loai.

1. Vai nét vé tang lép Dalit va Bhimrao Ambedkar

Nén tang ctua Hindu gi4o va su bat binh dang giita cac giai tang
ngay nay dang hién dién tai An D6 da duoc thiét 1ap co sé tir thoi cb
dai. Theo do, x3 hoi An Do duoc phan chia thanh nhiéu déng cép va
giai tang khac nhau mot cach ha khic va bét binh dang. Dén nay, su
bat binh dang gitra cac thanh phan x3 hoi van ton tai & quéc gia
nay, chi yéu trong cong dong Hindu gido. Xa xua, xa hoi An Do
dugc van hanh theo ché do dfmg cép Varnal; ché do déng cép nay dugc
hop thirc héa bang bo luat Manu. Theo d6, xa hoi An Do phan chia lam
bon dang cép co ban gdm: Brahma, Kshatriya, Vaicya, Shudra?.

Ngoai bén dang cap ké trén, con mot tang I16p lubn chiu sy miét thi
va séng dudi day xa hoi, 6 chinh 1a Dalit. Dalit hoic Untouchables,
Panchama hay Harijan (cung dinh/tién dan)... 1a nhiing tén goi duoc
ding cho bd phan dan cu duoc coi la tién dan, c6 dia vi thap hén va
ludn chiu &p birc, bt cong tir cac tang I6p trén. Dalit 1 tang 16p khdng
nam trong hé théng dang cap Varna von da rat khac nghiét boi khoang
cach trén - dudi, cao - thip giira cac giai tang. Dalit bi mac dinh 1a
nhitng ngudi muu sinh bang cac cong viéc bi xa hoi coi ré va xa lanh
nhu trong coi t nhan, tim liém nguoi chét, 1am thué, & do, db té, giang
ho... Dalit luén chiu dung sy xem thuong, la loai dan khéng nén tiép
xuc (bat xic dan). Ho la nhitng tin d6 ctia Hindu gido nhung bi cim
budc vao cac khong gian linh thiéng cing véi nhitng dang cap khéc vi
su ¢6 mat cua ho dugc cho 1a 1am nhuém ban khéng gian linh thiéng
[Ché dg dang cdp Varna, bé ludt Manu va dao Ba La mdn, 2023].

Vao nam 1947, sau khi thoat khoi ach thdng tri cua Thyc dan
Anh, cling véi viéc tham gia céac té chuc qudc té, dé thé hién su
binh dang gitta cac ton gido, An Do thira nhan sy ton tai cua nhiéu
tbn giao chinh, nhu: Hindu gido, Phat gido, Islam gido, Sikh
gigo... T nam 1950, An D6 di tir bo ché d6 phan biét ddi xur gitra
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cac giai tang va&i nhiéu chinh sach hd tro tang lop thap nhung cho
dén nay hang triéu nguoi Dalit van chiu dung su bat céng va miét
thi. Sy ton tai dai ding bat binh ding giai cip & qudc gia nay duoc
so sanh twong ty nhu ché do Apartheid tirng ton tai & Nam Phi [Dd
Thu Ha, 2015: 39]. Chinh vi vay, Dalit phai dugc dan dit dé tim ra
cach thic va con dudng dau tranh cho sy binh dang giai cip cua
minh. Trong hanh trinh d6, Bhimrao Ambedkar - ngudi da thdi lan
sinh khi méi cho Phat gido An Do thé ky XX qua viéc dua hang
ngan Dalit cai dao sang Phat gido dé tim thdy su binh dang, ton
trong va phat trién.

B. Ambedkar sinh niam 1891 va mét nam 1956. Dudi thoi cam
quyén cua Chinh phu Nehru, 6ng 14 ngudi dimg ddu Bo Tu phép cia
An Do va la nguoi rat quyét liét trong phong trao dau tranh cho sy
binh dang gitra cac giai tang trong x& hoi bang viéc chi ra nhiing han
ché ¢é hiru cia An Do gido qua sy khac nghiét cua ché do Varna. Thoi
tho au, 6ng song & Mhow thudc mién Tay An Do va la mot Dalit.
Ngay tir khi con bé, ong da thé hién tu chat thong minh vuot troi nén
duoc mot nguoi thude tang 16p trén tai tro kinh phi hoc tap subt mot
thoi gian dai va nam 1917 6ng nhan hoc vi tién si, chuyén nganh kinh
té tai Hoa Ky. Khong dung lai & do, tai Anh 6ng tiép tuc nghién ctu
dé nhan hoc vi thac si vao nam 1921 (chuyén nganh kinh t&) va nam
1923 nhan hoc vi tién si (chuyén nganh luat). Trong bat ctr thoi dai
nao va ¢ dau, véi hai bang tién si va nang lyc thyc sy caa minh, B.
Ambedkar c6 thé dugc xem Ia tang 16p tinh hoa cua xa hoi [Thich
Trung Hitu, 2018]. Nhung do ngudn gdc xuat than, & An Do dwong
thoi, nhiéu ngudi da khéng nhin nhan éng nhu vay.

Trudc khi chinh thiee tré thanh mot nha hoat dong xa héi, éng ting
lam viéc cho vi vuong cong da tai trg hoc bong cho minh, lam gido
Vién, mo vin phong tu van dau tu... nhung & bat cir méi truong nao
khi phat hién ra 6ng thudc tang 16p tién dan, cac giai ting trén déu to
thai d6 khinh bi, miét thi va khdng tran trong. Mic du vay, bang lap
truong kién quyét cua minh, B. Ambedkar van tranh dau cho quyén
loi cua tang 16p cing dinh. Mong mudn 16n nhat cua éng la tang 16p
Dalit phai co6 dugc dbi xur va ton trong nhu cac tang I6p khéc. B.
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Ambedkar d3 phat dong cac budi mit tinh, biéu tinh dé yéu cau cho
phép tit ca cac tin d6 Hindu gi4o (dac biét 1a tién dan) déu phai duoc
lam 1& binh déng trong cac dén thd va dugc sir dung dich vu cong
cong nhu moi giai ting khéc. Bing nhitng hoat dong cu thé, ong da
ddng hanh cung Dalit trong céng cudc doi lai binh dang giai cap va
khuyén khich ho cai dao sang Phat gi4o 1a mot sy kién chan dong An
Do trong thé ky XX.

2. Bhimrao Ambedkar va hanh trinh cai dao sang Phat giao
caia tang lép Dalit

B. Ambedkar 1a thu linh di dau, dan 16i cho hang triéu dan Dalit
tim kiém sy binh dang qua ton gido. Nam 1935, khi trinh bay quan
diém cta minh tai Yeola® nam 1935, 6ng da van dong cac giai
tang duoc coi 1a thap hén trong Hindu gido nén chuyén qua mot
niém tin tam linh méi dé cao su ton trong con ngudi va sy binh
dang dé khong con bi ddi xa miét thi nira khi 6ng cho rang:
“Nhirng bat cdng ma ching ta phai trai qua va nhitng nhuc nha
ching ta phai chiu dung la két qua cua viéc ching ta la thanh vién
cua cong dong Hindu gido. S& tét hon khong néu ching ta roi bo
cong dong nay va di theo mot niém tin mai cho ching ta vi tri binh
dang, an toan va duoc ddi xir chinh dang. Nhung, dé lam vay,
ching ta can than trong trong viéc chon lua niém tin maéi ma ¢ dé
su binh déng vé vi tri va co hdi dugc bao dam... Khong may man
khi t6i dugc sinh ra 1a mot Hindu Untouchable. Viéc ngan chan
diéu nay vuot ra ngoai kha ning cua toi, nhung toi tuyén bd rang
t6i co kha ning dé tir chdi séng trong nhiing diéu kién thap hén,
nhuc nha. T6i chi mudn khing dinh ring téi s& khdng chét nhu mot
nguoi Hindu” [Christopher Jaffrelot, 2005: 12]. Nhitng nhan dinh
nay cia B. Ambedkar da thyuc sy gay tiéng vang Ion, 1am lay chuyén
tu twdng nhiéu thé hé Dalit da chap nhan, chiu dung su bit binh ding
suét nhiéu thé hé.

B. Ambedkar nhan thay viéc phan biét d6i xtr vai Dalit nam trong
chinh ban chét caa Hindu gido chir khong don thuan 14 mot hién
tugng xa hoi nhat thoi. “Chinh bai vy, trudc nhitng nam 1940 6ng
c6 xu huéng nghiéng vé phia chinh quyén Anh vi tin rang nguoi
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Anh c6 thé mang lai cho Dalit nhiéu hon 13 mét dang bj théng tri boi
da s6 dang cap cao” [P Thu Ha, 2015: 49]. Piéu d6 c6 nghia 13 ong
khéng tin vao sy thay ddi trong nhan thuc cua cac tang 16p trén cua
x& hoi An Do trong viéc nhin nhan su binh dang véi Dalit.

B. Ambedkar khiang dinh ring, sy bat binh dang, nhitng nghiét
ngd, cay dang ma tang Iop Dalit phai ghanh chiu nam trong ngudn
gbc cua duc tin ma ho tuan theo bai tir thoi ¢d dai bo Luat Manu
da hop thuc hda ché do dang cip Varna; roi bo Hindu gido chinh 1a
cat dit mdi lién hé hay nhitng thira nhan ¢ hiru caa hé théng nay;
trong hanh trinh 4y, ho can tim kiém mat ton gido khac mang lai
cho ho su binh dang, sy tu do phat trién, sy tran trong nhu nhitng
con nguoi binh thuong. Va dao Phat 1a mét trong nhirng ton gido
nhu vay.

Nguon gdc xuét than ciia Ambedkar 1a Dalit va ong 13 tin dd
Hindu gi4o mét cach ty nhién nhung ngay tir nho dng da co nhiéu
moi nhan duyén véi Phat phap. Cubn séach vé tiéu st Birc Phat ma
ong dugc thiy gido cia minh tang tir nam 1908 da dé lai 4n tugng
sau sic khi 6ng mai 1a chang trai 17 tudi. Moén qua nay budc dau
d cho 6ng hinh dung vé nhan sinh quan, thé giéi quan cia mot ton
gi4o hoan toan khéac véi duc tin xuét than cua ong. Tiép tuc tim
hiéu vé Phat gi4o va ngay cang thé hién su say mé vai tén gido nay,
ong dat tén dinh thy cua minh theo tén kinh d6 c¢6 cua Phat gi4o
(Rajigriha) tai Dahar vao nam 1934. Tu thang 10/1935, 6ng chinh
thirc thé hién y nguyén roi xa Hindu gido dé cai dao sang Phat gido
sau khi nhan thay chién dich tuyét thuc Satyagraha*® da khong thay
d6i duogc cach nhin nhan cia nhitng ngudi Hindu vé phan biét thir bac
giai tang. B. Ambedkar khang dinh rang “Tén gido sinh ra vi con
nguoi chi khéng phai con nguoi vi ton gido” [Michael S. M, 1999:
23] khi trinh bay trong mot hoi nghi tai Bombay thang 5/1936.

Nhu vay, ¢ thé thiy trude khi dén vai Phat gido, B. Ambedkar
da doc nhiéu tai liéu va tham gia cac phong trao, dién dan dé huéng
dén mot niém tin tim linh méi thuc sy ph hop véi ban than va tang
I6p xuat than cia minh. O phuong dién nay, 6ng khdng chi 13 nguoi
thap dudc dé huéng cong dong Dalit dén véi Phat gido ma con ma
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ra mot ky nguy&n méi cho su phat trién cua Phat gido An Do. Ong
vira dam duong st ménh giai phong giai cap vira dong gop 16n lao
cho céng cudc chan hung tai noi khai sinh cua tén gido nay véi
niém tin rang: “An Do s& tim lai duoc su vinh quang cia minh khi dan
ching quay tré lai véi Phat gido va thuc hanh theo nhitng nguyén tic
dao drc ma Buc Phat da day” [Ravi Shankar Sing, 2019].

Véi nhan thirc d6, tir nhitg nam 40 cua thé ky XX hoat dong
cua dng cang thé hién sy gan két mat thiét véi Phat gido khi 6ng
dat tén mot truong hoc theo tén cua Puc Phat 14 Siddharth®. Nhiing
nidm cudi thap nién 1940 dau thap nién 1950 danh dau hang loat hoat
dong hudng Phat ctia ong. “Nam 1948, 6ng tai ban cuén The Essence
of Buddhism cua Lakshman Narasu, ma |&i tea nhan manh vao cudc
dau tranh chéng ché do dang cip va bo may cai tri Anh. Cting nim
d6, 6ng ciing xuat ban cudn The Untouchables trong d6 dé cap tgi
Untouchables & con chau cua Phat gi4o - nhirng nguoi da bi day ra
khi phan con lai cua xa hoi chuyén sang Hindu gido. B. Ambedkar
ciing gop cong dé dua ngay Phat dan® trg thanh ngay 12 chinh thac &
An P6. Nam 1950, 6ng t6i tham Sri Lanka theo 1oi moi cua Hiép
hoi Phat tir Tré; tai Colombo, phét biéu trong phién hop cua Hoi
Phat gido Thé gi¢i & Kandy va kéu goi Untouchables sinh séng tai
day cai sang Phat gido. Nam 1951, B. Ambedkar bat dau suu tap
nhitng bai giang cua Puc Phat goi 1a Buddha Upasana Patha” [D6
Thu Ha, 2015: 23]. Cing trong nam 1951, B. Ambedkar 6ng da co
mit tai I€ Phat dan & New Delhi. Trong su kién nay, 6ng nhan dinh:
“Néu phan con lai cua x& hoi Hindu khdng hop tac, vay thi ching ta,
nhiing thanh vién cua nhimg ding cip bi phan biét, s& ty minh tiép tuc
va ¢ gang thém lan nira mang lai cho Phat gido su vinh quang va uy
thé trude day ciia nd ¢ dat nude nay” [Ravi Shankar Sing, 2019].

Vio nam 1954, B. Ambedkar dén Myanmar dé trao d6i cac hoat
dong Phat su va tham gia Hoi Phat gido Thé gidi tai Rangoon. Khi
tra 16i phong van trén Dai BBC ngay 03/10/1954, B. Ambedkar qua
quyét: “Triét hoc xa hoi cua tdi c6 thé noi dugc bao ham trong ba tur:
tu do, binh dang va tinh &i hiru. T6i da rat chung ra tir gido phap cua
thay toi, Birc Phat” [Ravi Shankar Sing, 2019]. B. Ambedkar 1 nguoi
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sang 1ap to chic X& hgi Phdt tir An P6 vao nam 1955 va dé lan toa
thém tinh than Phat gi4o, 6ng cho dung twong Phat trong mot sb ngoi
chua. Khi dan dit cac hoat dong nay, 6ng di truyén ba niém tin ton
gido trudc cong ddng Dalit vé mong muédn dang hién sy nghiép ban
than vi su phét trién caa Phat gido An Do. Ong sé& tap hop, ghi chép va
bién soan cac tai liéu lién quan dén Phat gido mot cach dé hiéu dé cho
cac Dalit - tang 16p von chiu thiét thoi vé gido duc dé hinh dung va
tiép can.

Tur gitra thap nién 1950 tr¢ di, B. Ambedkar ngay cang bay to tam
huyét trong viéc khoéi phuc lai vi thé vang son trude ddy cua Phat gido
An Do. Ong di lan téa céc bai viét, bai phét biéu caa minh nham nhan
manh vai trd cua Phat gi4o trong viéc xac 1ap sy cong bang, bac 4i ddi
v6i quang dai quan chung nhan dan, trong d6 co tang I6p Dalit. B.
Ambedkar da cong khai viéc quyét tam phuc hung Phat gido & An DJ.
Ong da truyén tai Phat phap dén véi nhimg nguoi theo minh bang cac
bai dién thuyét va nghién cau, khang dinh rang binh dang xa hoi chi
c6 thé dat duoc thong qua con dudng ma Puc Phat di chi ra. Trong
chuong trinh “Tai sao t6i yéu thich Phat gido” trén Dai BBC ngay
12/5/1956, B. Ambedkar d 1y giai niém tin véi Phat gido rang: “Toi
yéu thich Phat gido hon vi ton gido nay dua ra ba nguyén tic két hop
ma khong t6n gido nao dua ra. TAt ca nhitng t6n gido khac dang tu
quiy ray minh véi Thuong dé, linh hon va doi song sau khi chét. Phat
gido day tri tué (prajna), tir bi (karuna) va binh dang. Pay 13 nhitng gi
hap din t6i. Ba nguyén tic nay ciing c6 thé hap din thé gisi. Khdng c6
Thuong dé hay linh hon nao c6 thé ciru duoc x& hoi. Ong tuyén
bd, chi c6 mot ngudi duy nhat da cat Ién tiéng n6i chdng lai sy phan
chia [dang cap] va giai phong tang I6p tién dan, d6 chinh 12 Btc Phat”
[Ravi Shankar Sing, 2019].

Trong mot sy kién didn ra vao L& Phat dan lan thi 2500
(24/5/1956), B. Ambedkar chinh thuc théng bao ban than éng chuan
bi quy y Tam Bao. Sy kién chan dong lich st Phat gido An P ngay
14/10/1956, tai Nagpur 6ng va 380.000 nguoi (mot s6 lidu khac ghi la
500.000 ngudi), phan déng trong sé d6 1a cac Dalit da thuc hién cac
nghi thac chinh thirc cai dao sang Phat giéo.



68 Nghién cltu Ton gido. S6'7 - 2023

Vi su kién tai Nagpur, Ambedkar va nhirng ngudi cung chi
hudng di chinh thirc tro thanh mat tin d6 cua ton gido dé cao su
binh ding va tén trong. Viéc tré thanh tin d6 cua Phat gido, véi
mdi Dalit 13 co hdi dugc sinh ra 1an th hai, ho chinh thirc doan
tuyét hoan toan véi cac nghi thac cia Hindu gido dé duogc thura
nhan nhu nhirng con nguoi binh thuong. “T6i s€ di theo con duong
Bat chinh dao cua Buc Phat. Phat gido la mét tén giao that su va toi
s& dé cudc sbng cua ban than minh duoc dan dit bai ba nguyén tic
vé tri thic, con duong dung din va long tir bi” [Christopher
Jaffrelot, 2005: 14].

Lich sir Phat gido An D néi riéng va lich st Phat gido thé gigi ndi
chung di ghi nhan budi quy y tap thé dugc khoi xuéng baoi B.
Ambedkar 1a su kién “vo tién khoang hau”. Vao thoi diém Ay,
Ambedkar dugc coi nhu mét anh hung, mét chién binh vi dai
khong chi trén phuong dién phét trién, mo rong tin d6 Phat gido
ma con duoc biét dén nhu mot nha cai cach xa hoi trong hanh trinh
tim kiém dia vi hop phap va binh dang cho Dalit. Truéc Buc Phat,
Dalit dugc binh dang nhu moi giai tang khac. Piéu d6 c6 nghia
rang, Dalit phai duoc thira nhan dia vi hop phap khong chi ¢ dat
nuéc An D6 ma trong cong dong Phat gido thé gidi, tang 16p nay
ciing dugc d6i xir binh dang nhu cac cong dong khac. Sy kién vi
dai nay khdng chi gay chan dong trong 1anh thé An D6 vai tu cach
la mot phong trao tén gido ma su vi dai con thé hién & sy gan két
gitta viéc giai phong x& hoi, giai phong Dalit vai mét ton gido co
stc anh hudng rong 16n trén thé gioi 1a Phat giéo.

Trong hai thang cudi nam 1956, B. Ambedkar da t6 chirc quy y
cho khoang 100 ngan nguoi va miét mai tham gia cac hoat dong
Phat sy khac, nhu: tham gia Hoi nghi Phat gido thé gigi tai Nepal,
tham cac trung tim Phat gi4o, hoan tat ban thao cuén The Buddha
and Karl Marx va The Buddha and His Dhamma truéc khi vién
tich vao ngay 06/12/1956. Nghi thirc 1€ tang cua B. Ambedkar
duoc t6 chuc trang trong tai Bombay thu hit nhiéu nguoi tham du.
Ké tuc tdm nguyén va lan toa tinh than cai dao cua 6ng, khoang
330.000 nguoi da thuc hién quy tai Bombay, Delhi va Arga trong
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hanh trinh di chuyén tro cét cua B. Ambedkar. Theo théng ké, tur
ngay 07/12/1956 dén ngay 10/2/1957 nhiéu I1& quy y tap thé con
didn ra & “hon 20 thanh phé va thi tran khac voi két qua 1a sé luong
Phat tr 1a nguoi Dalit ting tir 750.000 (s6 ngudi dugc chinh B.
Ambedkar cai giao tai Nagpur va Chanda) 1én t4i 4 triéu nguoi”
[Christopher Jaffrelot, 2005: 87]. T4t ca cac hoat dong quy y nay
déu duoc dan dit bai nhitng tin hitu than can cuaa éng trong to chirc
X& hoi Phat tir An Do ké tuc su nghiép.

S6 luong tin dd Phat gido gia ting mot cach dang ké vao nim
1961, chi tinh riéng “tin &5 Phat gido tai bang Maharashtra tang tir
2.489 nam 1951 I1én 2.789.501 nam 1961 [Christopher Jaffrelot,
2005: 98]. Nhiing s6 lidu lién quan dén viéc ké khai nhimng nguoi cai dao
sang Phat giao & An D6 chi ¢d tinh chat twong ddi vi trong thyc té s6 liéu
nay thuong cao hon con sb chinh thirc duoc cong bd bai vi nhiéu ly do
khéc nhau. Mot sb Phat tir khdng thira nhan viéc cai dao cua minh nham
bao vé mot sé quyén loi c& nhan cuaa ban than.

Tinh tir thoi diém quy y cho dén khi qua doi, B. Ambedkar chi
chinh thirc 1a Phat tir hon nira ndm nhung hiéu ung tinh than ma éng
lan toa tir sau su kién nam 1956 da thuc sy gop phan to 16n vao sy
nghiép chan hung Phat gido An Do. Ong da chi ra mot con dudng
dé tang I6p Dalit tim thay sy binh dang va ton trong dé 1a dén véi
Phat gido. Khong nhitng thé, tiéng vang tir hanh trinh cai dao cua
ong ciing da 16i cuén mot bo phan 16n nhitng nguoi Hindu gio cai
dao sang cac ton giao khac nham chdng lai sy bat binh dang giai cap
d3 ton tai ¢b hitu bao doi nay. B. Ambedkar khong chi vi dai véi ton
gi4o ma 6ng lya chon ma con vi dai véi nhiéu ton gido khac bang
chinh nhitng cai cach x& hoi mang tim vi mé cua minh.

Mot s6 nhan xét

Hanh trinh cai dao sang Phat gido cho hang triéu Dalit cling la
hanh trinh d4u tranh cho binh diang x& hoi va hudng Phat caa ban
than B. Ambedkar. Hanh trinh dy géan lién véi nhitng hoat dong
thiét thuc vi sy phat trién caa Phat gido & An Do. Néu so sanh voi
nhitng nha cai cach khac diu tranh vi quyén loi cua Dalit, rd rang
B. Ambedkar di theo hinh thirc tir dudi 18n, thiét thuc, gan giii va
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hon bat ky ai, ban than ong ciing chinh 1a mét Dalit nén 6ng hiéu
rat rd ban chat, géc gac va dong cam sau sic vai nhitng bat cong
ma tang 16p nay phai don nhan. P6 chinh 1a su khéac biét va cng
hién vi dai ma éng véi tu cach 1a mot nha cai cach xa hoi mang lai
cho tang lop Dalit.

Hanh trinh cai dao sang Phat gido cho Dalits caa Ambedkar cé
thé chia lam hai giai doan budc ngoat. Nhitng nim 1940 6ng tap
trung tuyén truyén gido ly Phat gido qua cac bai phat biéu, bién
soan sach va, tai liéu lién quan dén Phat gido va tang lop Dalit.
Pay 1a giai doan chuan bi cho nhitng hoat dong chuyén sau hon
vao nhitng nam 1950. Trong giai doan nay, 6ng tham gia va thanh
lap cac co sd Phat gi4o tai An Do va mét sé nude trong khu vuc,
dinh hinh rd hon viéc cai dao tir Hindu sang Phat gido, truyén niém
tin, khi thé cho hang triéu Dalit sdn sang cai dao va dinh diém la
nam 1956 mét 1an séng hoi sinh Phat gido da lan toa va gay chan
dong khip An DPo. Sy kién nay la déng gop vi dai cua B.
Ambedkar cho Phat gido An D va cho tang 16p Dalit.

Pau tranh doi quyén binh dang cho Dalit di c6 nhung chi dén B.
Ambedkar méi dugc thé hién trong thyuc té thong qua su chuyén tai
ky diéu 1a Phat gido. Néu nhu Hindu gido duy tri su bat binh ding
bang viéc phan chia hé thdng dang cap thi Phat gido xd6a bo nhiing
diéu nay. Ciing gidng nhu Kito gido cho rang moi ngudi déu binh
dang trudc Chla, Phat gido con hudng con nguoi dén sy ty do, su
ton trong duoc thé hién nguyén vong phat trién ban than. B.
Ambedkar di nhan thtrc duoc rang: su bat cong dbi voi Dalit co
ngudn gbc tir Hindu gido; vi vay, cai gido chinh 1a con dudng ngin
nhat dé dén voi su cong bang. CO thé trén phuong dién Iy thuyét
sau cai giao moi tha chua nhu mong mudn cua B. Ambedkar
nhung nhd ¢6 Phat gido, lan dau tién trong cudc doi, Dalit duoc
thira nhan su binh dang nhu moi giai ting khac.

Théng qua viéc truyén cam hang trong cac bai phét biéu cua
minh & Yeola, Dadar... B. Ambedkar di giup cong dong Dalit
budc ra ngoai anh sang, hiéu ré vé ban chét cua sy ky thi dang cap.
B. Ambedkar mudn théng qua c&c hoat dong thuc té cua minh, dic
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biét 1a cac bai giang lién quan dén Phat gido va tang I6p tién dan
mot cach don gian, d& hiéu dé niém tin ton gido dén gan hon vai
Dalit - tang 16p vén chiu thiét thoi trong tiép can gido duc. Bang
ning lyc va tdm huyét, B. Ambedkar di van dong nhiéu nguoi
tham gia céc hoat dong Phat su tiéu biéu nhu xay dung co so tho tu
va sinh hoat cta cac tin do, lan toéa tinh than Phat gido toi dai
ching... Ong da tré thanh nguoi tién phong trong cdng cudc “canh
tan” dé mo ra mot Ky nguy@n maéi cho Phat gido An Do bang hao
quang chiéu roi tir thap nién 1950 toi nay. Ong lay tén Buc Phat dé
dit tén cho truong dai hoc cua minh, xay dung nhiéu truong hoc
khac dé lan toa tinh than gido ly cua Phat gido dén véi Dalit va
ciing dé nhitng nguoi chiu thiét thoi, bat céng trong xa hoi nay
duoc tiép can véi gido duc. Tir sau cao trao cai dao sang Phat giao,
doi sdng cua céc Dalit Phat gido c¢6 nhiéu thay dbi, vai su hd trg
nhiét thanh cua cac co sé Phat gi4o, Dalit Phat giao duoc tao diéu
kién hoc tap hon cac Dalit ¢ ton gido khac. Nho thé “ty 1& biét chix
ctia cong ddng Dalit Phat gido theo théng ké nam 2001 1a 72,7%,
cao hon so vai Dalit Hindu gido (54,7%), Islam gido (59,1%) va
Sikh gido (69,4%)” [D3 Thu Ha, 2015: 32]. Theo théng ké ti 18 mu
chit trong nam 2004 va 2005 & An P9, cong dong Dalit Phat gido
c6 ty 18 thap nhat, chi “véi 33,13%”'[Dd Thu Ha, 2015: 42].

La nguoi Xuét than tir tang I6p cung dinh, B. Ambedkar di cong hién
dén hoi thd cudi cuing trong hanh trinh dan dat hang triéu Dalit dén véi
Phat gido, dwa Phat gido An Do tim lai hao quang qua kht. B. Ambedkar
da truyén cam hing thay doi s phan mot cach méanh liét cho hang triéu
Dalit. Sy kién quy y tap thé cua nhiéu Dalit dugc khoi xuéng boi B.
Ambedkar trong thap nién 1950 Ia su kién “vo tién khoang hau” trong
lich sir An D¢ hién dai. Tir sau khi éng qua doi, nhiing 18 quy y tap thé
chiém da s6 la tang 16p Dalit van duoc to chirc hang nim nhu mét truyén
thong ndi dai, nén luong tin 6 Phat tir ¢4 xuat than Dalit ludn tang 1én.
Ong xung dang 1a mot trong nhitng chién binh x& hoi vi dai cua An Po
trong thé ky XX vi da dam ding 18n bao vé va dan 15i cho tang 16p cling
dinh ty giai phong minh bing con duong dén véi Phat phap. B.
Ambedkar khdng chi gay chin dong ¢ thoi dai cia dng, ma di san ong
dé lai 12 ca mot ky nguy@n maéi hoi sinh caa Phat gido An Do./.
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CHU THICH:
1 Varna la mot ché do xa hoi dua trén sy phan biét vé chang toc duoc hinh

~N O O

thanh trong qué trinh nguoi Aryan chinh phyc va thong tri  nguoi Dravidian.
Ngum Dravidian 1a cu dan ban dia & An D6 ¢6 dai voi nen van minh song
An vo cung ruc ro. Khi nguol Aryan tran vao xam chiém An Do dan dén sy
b4t dong vé chung toc va do quan h¢ giira ké chinh phuc va nguoi bi chinh
phuc, su ky thi chung toc gitta ngudi nguoi Aryan va nguoi Dravidian rat
nghlem trong. Nguoi Aryan muon cung c6 nén thong tri cia minh di voi
nguoi Dravidian - toc ngu:orl vén ¢0 trinh van hoa phat trlen cao hon nén ho
chii truong cing ¢6 va phét trién ché do “chung tinh” dé &p Che nguoi
Dravidian. Mat khac, trong ngi b6 nguoi Aryan ciing dan dan xuét hién sy
bat binh ding giira nhiing dong ho theo nghé nghiép hogc tin ngudng ton
gi4o khac nhau. Vi thé, trong qua trinh do ciing dong thoi dién ra sy phan
hoa xa hoi ngay cang sau sac ngay giira quy toc va thuong dan Aryan.

X& hoi An B dugc phan chia lam bon dang cap co ban gom: Brahma
(gém tang |Up tang I& cua dao Ba La mon); Kshatriya (gém tang Iop quy
toc, vuong cong va vo si); Valcya (gorn dai da so binh dan nguoi Aryan
Iam nghé nong, nghé thu cong va nghé budn ban); Shudra (gém dai bo
phan nhiing thd dan bi nguoi Aryan chinh phuc va né dich, chu yéu la
ngudi Dravidian khong duoc huong quyén loi gi, can ban 1a nhiing ké toi
t¢ di lam thué lam muén)

Thudc bang Maharastra.

La phong trao tuyét thuc duoc Nehru va ong khoi xuéng nham phan doi
quyét dinh ctia chinh pha Anh phan biét hé thong bau ctr An D¢ dya theo
dang cap.

Tén khai sinh cua buc Phat.

Buddha Jayantl

Theo s6 lidu nay, cong ddng Dalit Hindu giao va Muslim c6 ty I¢ mu chix
cao nhat, lan luot 1a 48,53% va 48,08%, tlep theo la Dalit Sikh glao Vi
43,88%, Dalit Kitd gi&o voi 38,42% va thap nhit 1a Dalit Phat giéo.
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Abstract

BHIMRAO AMBEDKAR AND JOURNEY OF CONVERSION
TO BUDDHISM OF THE DALIT IN INDIA

Tran Thi Tam
Faculty of Historical Studies, Hue University

Bhimrao Ambedkar (1891-1956) is known as the great warrior on
the journey to fight for social equality in India. This fight had existed
in this country, until the age of Ambedkar, he took practical and
effective actions through Buddhism. Buddhism has been the
embodiment of equality since its inception, this religion fought against
the unequal caste system of Hinduism. Throughout his own life and
career, Ambedkar strongly inspired millions of Dalits (untouchables)
to change their fates, to convert to Buddhism. Thanks to Buddhism
and Bhimrao Ambedkar, the Dalit class is truly equal to all other
classes in society for the first time in their lives. By the event of 1956,
a wave of Buddhist revival spread throughout India to this day. This is
Ambedkar’s great contribution to Indian Buddhism in general and to
the Dalit class in particular. Based on accessible resources, the author
will outline the Dalit’s conversion to Buddhism by analyzing the role
and merits of Ambedkar in that great journey.

Keywords: Buddhism, Conversion, Bhimrao Ambedkar; Dalit;
India.



