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Tém tit: Cudc tranh chap quyén luc Trinh - Nguyén kéo dai 45
nam (1627 -1672) ciing véi chinh sdach cam dao gdt gao cia cdc
chiia Nguyén khién doi song cw dan mién Thudn Quang khdng
chi thiéu thon vé vt chat ma con khén khé vé tinh than, buéc ho
phdi roi ban quan di tim dat song va Binh An (Binh Dwong ngay
nay) dat rong ngueoi thia la noi 1y twong cho nhitng di din Céng
gido ddu tién chon dinh cu, ldp nén gido xir dau tién ¢ Binh
Duwong - gido xit Lai Thiéu vao nira dau thé ky XVIII va tré
thanh noi dat Toa Te (fng Giam muc, chung vién dao tao chung
sinh. Dua vao nguon van liéu cia gido xit, ban théng tin gido
phdn, c¢éng trinh nghién ciru ciia nha truyén gido va tir liéu dién
dd bao gom phong van sdu linh muc, gido ddan Va van bia ¢ khu
ddt thanh, bai viét trinh bay vé boi canh xa héi va s ra doi cia
gido xi¥; vai trd 1a trung tam truyén gido va dao tao linh muc
ciia gido xit; vai trd thong truyén dirc tin; vai tro gido duc tré
khuyét tdt va nuéi duong tré mé céi. Qua do, gép phan 1am séng
to lich su Cong giao Binh Duong ciing nhu vai tro cua Cong
gi&o doi véi xd hoi Binh Dwong giai doan 1747-1965.
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DAan nhip

Néu d6ng nhat nién dai hinh thanh Céng gido Binh Duwong v&i nim
Gido phan Phu Cuong chinh thic ra doi (ndm 1965) sé 1a su sai sot.
Du chua tim thay duoc tai liéu nao ghi chinh xac thdi gian Cong gido
dugc du nhip vao ving dit Binh An (nay 13 Binh Duong) van c6 thé
minh dinh gido xr Lai Thiéu Ia cai néi ctia Cong gido Binh Duong tir
cudi thé ky XVIIL. Lich sir hinh thanh gido xt L&i Thiéu ciing chinh 1a
lich str hinh thanh Cong gido Binh Duong, du vay, hién van chua c6
mot nghién ctru chuyén siu va hé théng ndo vé gido xtr ndy, do do,
viéc nghién ciu v& lich sir hinh thanh mot gido xur 1a that su can thiét
d6i v6i tién trinh phat trién ciia Cong gido & Viét Nam.

Day 1a mot nghién ciru lién nganh Str hoc - Dan tdc hoc, khai quat
bbi canh va lich st ra doi cta gido ho theo hudng tiép can lich sir “tai
hién trung thyc blrc tranh qua khir cia sy vat, hién tuong theo dung
trinh tu thoi gian va khong gian nhu né da timg dién ra” [Nguyén Vin
Tao, 1995: 38] nhung dé nhan dién dugc vai trd xa hoi cua gido xu
dau tién dbi voi xa hoi Binh Duong can tiép can dudi nhin quan cta
Ton gido hoc va Dan toc hoc.

La gido ho dau tién kha ndi tiéng nhung chua c6 mot cong trinh
nghién ctru chuyén siu ndo vé gido xtr Lai Thiéu trir vai chi tiét duoc
nhic dén trong nhitng cong trinh lich sir Cong gido Nam Ky noi
chung nhu: La Cochinchine religieuse [Ton giao Nam Ky] cua
Louvet Louis-Eugéne (1885); Histoire de la Mission de Cochinchine
[Lich sir truyén gido & Nam Ky] (1688-1823) cia Adrien Launay
(1924); Lange, Claude (2004 ) L'Eglise catholique et la société des
missions étrangéres au Vietnam: vicariat apostolique de
Cochinchine, XVlle et XVllle siecle [Gido hoi Cong giao va Hoi
truyén gido nudc ngoai tai Viét Nam: Pai dién Tong toa Nam Ky,
thé ky 17 va 18], Aux sources des Missions étrangéres: Pierre
Lambert de La Motte (1624 - 1679) [Ngudn tu liéu cia Co quan
Truyén gido Nudc ngoai: Pierre Lambert de La Motte (1624 - 1679)]
cua Fauconnet-Buzelin, Frangoise (2006); Lé Van Khué (2015) Céng
gido tai dong bang Nam B¢ trong cdc thé ky XVII va XVIII, trinh bay
tinh hinh truyén gido & Nam Ky “Sau khoi dau day hira hen vao thé
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ky 17, cic nha truyén gido ngudi Phap gip phai sy thu dich tir tricu
dinh Hué vao thé ky 18, rdi bi dan ap tir sau khi vua Gia Long bing
ha” [Louvet, 1885]. Nhiing nghién nay c6 nhic dén nién dai sém
nhat vé sy hién dién cua gido x&r Lai Thiéu 1a nim 1747; gido x(&r Lai
Thiéu cling tung 1a noi dat Toa Giam muc Gido phan Tay Dang
Trong, Chung vién dao tao chung sinh nhung khong trinh bay mot
cach chi tiét vé su hinh thanh va vai tro cua gido x& nhu mét trong
nhirng trung tim truyén gido dén cac khu vuc xung quanh.

Bai viét nay trinh bay vé gido x&r Lai Thiéu véi vai trd trung tam
truyén gido va hoat dong xa hoi ciia Cong gido Binh Duong tir khi ra
doi dén khi gido phan Phu Cudng hinh thanh (1747-1965) dudi cac khia
canh: bdi canh hinh thanh gido x{r Lai Thiéu; trung tm truyén gido va
dao tao linh muc cta gido xr; vai tro thong truyén duc tin; trung tam
dao tao tré khuyét tat, dao tao phd thong va cham soc tré mo ci.

1. B6i canh xa hdi va sy hinh thanh gido xi Lai Thiéu

BG&i canh lich sir ctia noi di mién Thuin Quang va noi dén Pdong
Nai - Gia Dinh néi chung, Binh Duong noi riéng la mét trong nhiing
nguyén nhan dua dén sy hinh thanh gido x& dau tién & noi nay.

Cudc tranh chip quyén Iyc Trinh - Nguyén kéo dai 45 nam (1627
-1672) khién nguoi dan & mién Thuan Quang khé so, doi rét “thoi
Chtia Nguyén Phac Thuan (1765-1775), & Thuan Hoa (nay 1a Quang
Binh, Quéang Tri, Thira Thién Hué) luon méy nam mat mua doi kém,
nha nudc phai lién tuc xuit kho Ita chan cap cho dan déi, con binh si
va nhan dan thi ly tan va sinh long hoang mang, lung chimg)” [Uy
ban Nhan dan tinh Binh Duong, 2010: 57], budc ho roi ban quan di
tim dat song.

Hon nita, d6i v6i nguoi Cong gido ngoai kho khin vé doi song vat
chit ho con chiu dung nhiing cudc truy sat, bét ba, bi nguoc dai boi
cac sic chi cAm dao ctia cac Chua Nguyén: Nguyén Phuc Nguyén
(1625), Nguyén Phudc Lan (1639 va 1644), Nguyén Phudc Tan (1663
va 1665), Nguyén Phuéc Tran (1691), Nguyén Phudc Chu (1700),
Nguyén Phuéc Khoat (1725) budc ho phai roi qué huong 1én thuyén
vao Nam.
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Viéc thiéu thdn vé& vat chét, tén thuong vé tinh than 1a lyc day
nhirng ngudi Cong gido ra di tim noi & méi c6 thé 1am in sinh séng
va giit dao, khi d6 ving dat thudc huyén Binh An 1a noi 1y twong ho
chon dung chan boi: Cudi thé ky XVII dau thé ky XVIII, Sai Gon —
Gia Pinh néi chung va Binh An néi riéng dan cu thua thét, dat dai
chua duogc khai pha “bat dau tir Chan B6” (Viing Tau — Ba Ria ngay
nay), hau hét cac ving déu 13 ring rim, nhitng cira sébng cua con
song 16n chay dai hang tram dam, bong mat um tum cua nhiing cay
6 thu va cdy may dai tao thanh nhirng chd tri xum xué. Tiéng chim
hét va tiéng tha kéu vang doi khip noi. Vao nira dudng trong cira
song, nguoi ta mdi thiy 1an dau canh dong boé hoang, khong c6 mot
g6c cly nao. Xa hon tim mat chi toan 1a co cdy day day, hang trim
ngan con trau rimg tu hop timg bay. Tiép d6, nhiéu con duong dbc
day tre chay dai hang trim dam” [Chau Pat Quan, 1970]. Diéu nay
con duoc Lé Quy Pon ghi nhan trong Phu bién tap luc “6 phu Gia
Dinh, dat Pong Nai, tir cic cira bién Can Gid, Loi Lap (hay Xoai
Rap), Cira Dai, Cira Tiéu trd vao, toan la ring ram hang ngan dim”
[Lé Quy Don, 1964: 243a].

Khéng thé tiép tuc sdng noi qué nha, nhitng luu dan mién Thuan
Quang trong d6 c6 ngudi Cong gido di di vao phuong Nam dat rong
nguoi thua. Dot di dan 16n cua nguoi Cong gido la khi Chuong Co
Nguyén Hitu Canh chiéu mo luu dan vao nim 1698 va sau nim
1710, khi cudc cAm dao tré nén gay gat hon. Mot s6 di thang dén Sai
Gon 1ap nén ho dao Chg Quén, s6 khac chon dinh cu & Lai Thiéu
cling 1a ving déat ven séng Sai Gon (séng Tan Binh) c6 nhiéu kénh
rach thuan lgi cho ghe thuyén thong thuwong, dat dai phi nhiéu chua
c6 nguoi khai pha.

Theo Lé Van Khué (2015), nguoi Cong gido 1a mot trong nhiing
nhoém ngudi Viét dau tién di chuyén va dinh cu tai dong bang Nam
Bo. Vi mudn tim dat séng moi, hodc do ¢6 6c phiéu luu hoac vi tron
tranh sy cAm dao cua cac chua Nguyén, khoi dau ho di 1é té theo
nhitng nhém nguoi khac, dan da ho di khai pha mién dit méi theo
cong doan, sdng tap trung theo ting ho dao khip ca dong bang Nam
B¢ [Lé Van Khué, 2015].
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Nhu vay, chinh nhitng gido dan dong vai tro du nhap Cong giéo
dén vung dat Binh An chir khong phai 13 nhitng nha truyén gido nhu
Lé Vian Khué (2015) nhan dinh “Vao budi dau khi méi dén, cong
viéc cta linh muc Garcia khong phai 13 di truyén dao cho ngudi chua
theo ma 1a di tim ngudi luu dan d3 c6 dao phéan tan khip noi va quy
tu ho lai thanh nhém nho, ting ho dao nho. Néu chung ta lan theo
vét chan cta linh muc ngang doc khip mién Nam B6 dé tim kiém va
quy tu nguodi luu dan Cong gido, ching ta s€ phat hi¢én dugc vao
nhitng nam 40 cta thé ky XVIII cac dia diém Cong gido tai day” [Lé
Vian Khué, 2015].

Truée khi Linh muc dén, nguoi Cong gido di cu tir mién Trung quy
tu quanh khu vuc go nong (nay 1a moét phan dan Golf Song B¢,
phuong Thuén Giao, thanh phé Thuan An) sinh séng va tao 1ap nha
thd dau tién, 1iy dic diém dia hinh noi nay dat tén cho nha thd - Nha
tho Ho Go. Nhitng ghi chép cua cac thira sai cling thira nhan chinh
gido dan tao 1ap ho dao Ho Go, tién than gido xtr Lai Thiéu va mai
hon 74 ndm sau gido xr mdi c6 mat cia Linh muyc:

Trong tap san Missions Etrangéres de Paris N.33 (ngay 5/6/1964)
Claude Charmot viét & muyc Histoire de I’e1vanggélisation “ (...) chlng
t6i khong viét vé lich sir truyén gido & Mién Nam Viét Nam vi khong
ai co thé biét chic sy c6 mit cac cong doan Kitd hiru & day tir luc nao
— chiing t6i c6 duoc dudi mat mot sd thi cao viét tay cua cac gido si
Thtra sai, dén sau khi chAm dut cudc bat dao, coi séc to chuc lai cac
ho dao do hoi su tich gdc tir thoi hién tai 1an 1én trén; cac ngai viét lai
nhitng ban tuong trinh con luu lai cho dén ngay nay — nhimng noi nhu
Pat Do (Ba Ria), Tan Triéu (Pong Nai), Lai Thiéu, Ba Giong, Cai
Nhum... 1a nhitng ho dao c¢6 nén nép viing chic vé sanh [sinh] hoat doi
song va dirc tin, qua nhitng thir thach cam go ciia cudc séng va giir
dao. Tur nhiing noi nay dén nhirng noi khac, nhiéu ho dao ké tuc duge
sanh soi néy ng, tung budc dinh cu va 1ap ho dao tir nho 1an hoi phat
trién, viéc dang noi 1a nguodi Cong gido lic bay gio anh huong dugc
moi trudng sdng.

Tai liéu khac - Documents sur les chrétientés de Cochinchine ghi
rd Lai Thiéu 1a mot trong nhitng ho dao cé trude nam 1747.
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M3t ching ot khde : SO DJA DANH "EQ Dao" TRUSC HAN 1747 -

r{ch trong bai Documents sur les chretientds de Zochinchine.

Liste générale des églises et ces oratoires, d'apres les catalogues
dr_easéa rar M. Rivoal pour les ME et pour la Propagande, par le

P, Graff pour les Jésuites, et par le P. Philippe de la Conception
pour les Franciscains. (Lawnay, 1747, t.II, 187).

chd ghi %% Dong-Tai :

In Provincia Dou-nai (M.EB.)

Ben=go 200
(Jesuites)
R.Dou=nai 400 Da=lua 500 Ben-go 250 ILai-thin 400
Ke=tat 70 Doue-mon 40 R.Moi-xoai 100 Ba=-ria 140
Hui-nun 50 Dat-do 380 MNoi-thom 40

In provineia Rai-gon (Franciscains)

Rai-gon-thong 1,000 Rai-gon-ha 1.500 ILai-thieu Ca-hong

Cai-nkur Cai-nung BRach-tla Ben-ghe Bu~-lao
Ba=vay Tambui Cay-nan Bung=-dung Ta=lap
Ray=-cat Ee-chuoi Mi=lao Ben-ne Ee=coc
Ba=-lun To-nay Colunmpe Cay-gia Misu=-xa=-huong
Ronhecenh Cau=dua Hha-ran Cau-duoc Bach-duoe
Ban-tan Go=vua Rach-nieu Mi-tho Ke=be
Rac=1a Ta=loat La=nung Tan-loc Quang-ruong
Ba=tan
Geavon

(Ngudn: Nguyén Vian Quy (1991), Swu tap nhimng ho dao c¢d xua, tr.3)

Trong Swu tdp nhitng gido ho dau tién chép:

“Can ctr vao cac di tich con sot lai va 161 chiing cua céc vi bo 1ao
thi ho Lai Thi€u 1a hau than ctia Ho G0 1a vi noi day 16 nh6é nhiing go
noéng duge che phu bang mau xanh cua rimg. Tai phan dat nay, hién
nay con lai ddu vét cac buc thém d4 ong va mot s6 md ma bang dé ong
¢6 khic thanh gia. Khu nay con luu lai chimg tich ctia nén mong nha
tho tién khoi va 14 noi yén nghi cta s6 tin hitu ciing chung cong sirc
xay dung Ho Go.

S& di, nguoi xua chon noi rimg i va go nong dé dung ngdi nha tho
dé phong khi bi bit dao (thoi gian nay ¢ mién Trung dang con bat dao
git gao). Pay ciing 1a thoi ky phdi thai cua gido xir Lai Thiéu.

Ngay 26-11-1744, Giam muc Benedictus XIV ctr Linh muc Hilario
Costa Giesu Hy, lic do dang phuc vu tai gido phan BDong Dang Ngoai,
lam Kham St Toa Thanh kinh ly Pang Trong, Cambodia va Cham.
Trong bién ban cua muoi phién hop dugc tém lai trong khoang 260
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trang do Linh muc Adrien Launay lam thu ky, ghi lai: "tai Lai-
thiu (L&i Thiéu), nam 1747 c6 400 gido hiru". V& sau trong quyén Lich
sw truyén gido ¢ Pang Trong (1688-1823) [Histoire de la Mission de
Cochinchine] Linh muc Adrien Launay di ké thira chi tiét nay va ghi
& “tir nam 1747 (giira thé ky XVII) Lai Thiéu dé c6 tén trong danh
sach 11 ho dao ciia ving Tran Bién (Pong Nai) voi 400 gido dan” [Vi
Van Hop, 2012: 35].

Trong suu tdp nhitng ho dao ¢é xwa & Tdy Pang Trong, phan Ho Ldi
Thiéu chép “Nhimng ngudi c¢6 dao Thién Choa dén Lai Thiéu khoang
trude nam 1747 — s6 bdn dao ndy tir mién Trung vao Nam theo nhoém
nguoi di dan cta chua Nguyén — ho dén M6 Xoai (Ba Ria) va tir d6
phan tan cac noi tim dat song” [Nguyén Vin Quy, 1991: 285].

Trong bai viét Cong gido tai dong bang Nam B¢ trong cdc thé ky
XVIIva XVl Lé Van Khué (2015) xac dinh ho dao Lai Thiéu da hinh
thanh tir nm 1739, 13 mét trong 46 ho dao thudc khu vuc thir hai nam
vé phia Bic Sai Gon “Nam 1739, ho nay di c6 mot nha tho (nha tho Ho
Go 1a tién than cia nha tho Lai Thiéu) rong 16n véi gan 400 gido dan
“nhitng nam 40 cua thé ky XVIII (...) tong s6 gido dan Cong gido (&
Nam B9) do dong Phanxicod phu trach 1a 5.500 ngudi tir Sai Gon dén
Ha Tién, c6 66 noi tho tu gé)m muoi 14 nha tho, 11 nha nguyén va 41
ban tho, tap trung tai 46 ho dao 16n nho ¢ trong bay khu vuc dinh cu
nhu sau:

Khu vyc th@r nhat chung quanh Sai Gon gdm 2.500 gido dan, c6
mot nha thd & Chg Quan, mét & Cho Lon, mot & Bén Nghé va mdt
nha nguyén & Rach Cat;

Khu vyc thir hai nim vé phia Bac Sai Gon, doc theo séng Sai Gon,
c6 nhiéu ho dao va ho 16n nhat 1a Lai Thiéu. Nam 1739 ho nay da co
mot nha thd rong 16n voi gan 400 giao dan” [Lé Vian Khué: 2015].
DAu vét vé ho dao Ho Go duoc luu lai qua cac bac thém da ong von la
nén moéng ctia nha thd xwa; mot nghia trang c6 khoang 30 ngdi mo da
ong c6 khic hinh thanh gia con nguyén ven (cho dén trudc khi noi nay
dugc giai toa xay dung sin golf Song Bé nim 1992) vén 1a nhitng
gido dan dau tién dinh cu & x{r Lai Thiéu.
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Nguoi sang 1ap Ho Go 1a 6ng Philipphe Nguyén Tam va ba Maria
Nguyén Thi Y, hai c¢6t cia hai vi ndy duoc Linh muc Chanh x@&r L&i
Thiéu 1a Ernest Verney cai tang tir dit thanh Ho Go dem vé an tang
trong nha thd Lai Thiéu. Diéu ndy cho thiy, 6ng ba phai 1a ngudi co
cong rat 1on trong viéc xay dung Ho Go nén duoc gido hdi danh cho
ddc an an nghi trong nha tho.

Nhu vay, trude khi cac linh muc dén truyén gido & huyén Binh An
da c6 gido dan séng tap trung, hinh thanh ho dao ¢ xua nhét 1a Ho Go
13 tién than cta gi4o x(r Lai Thiéu. Giai doan dau tir khi ra doi dén dau
thé ky XIX sé gido dan ting nhanh: tir 400 ngudi (ndm 1747) dén khi
thiét 1ap gido phan Ty Pang Trong (1844) hang nam c6 tir 500 dén
600 ngudi 16n theo dao nén sb giao dan ting déu [Nguyén Vin Té,
2024]. Nam 1800, trong s 50.000 gido dan & Pang Trong, Lai Thiéu
c6 3.547 gido dan [Pham Thi Van Anh, 2014:22]. Nhung vé sau sb
gido dan giam, theo thong ké nim 1938, trén phan dat cua gido phan
Phu Cudng hién nay, sé ngudi Cong gido 1a 13,799 tin hitu trong d6
gido xtr Lai Thiéu c6 gan 4.000 gido dan [Nha Tho Lai Thiéu, 2024]
nhung hién nay chi c¢6 3.100 gido dan.

2. Trung tAm truyén gido va dao tao chiing sinh

Tur mdt ho dao do gido dan tao 1ap, sau hai thap ky ho dao (Ho Go)
c6 nha lanh dao ton gido, 1an dau tién nha thd duge dung nén “c6 ban
tho Chua do Ptrc Giam muc Ba Pa Loc (Pierre Joseph Georges
Pigneau de Behaine!) cho xay don so tir naim 17717 [Vii Van Hop,
2012: 36].

Thoi ky ndi chién gitra Tdy Son —Nguyén Anh trén dat Gia Pinh
(1771-1789), 6 Nam B¢ gido dan tan mac di tim noi lanh nan nhu
Taboulet mo ta “trong thoi gian chién tranh, sé gido dan bi giam st
rat nhiéu, vi loan lac, vi déi khat, vi bi ca hai bén cung bét linh. Trong
khi d6 cac sinh hoat ton gido va tmyén dao bi tinh hinh [am ngung tré
tram trong. Dan chiing bi d¢ nang dudi nhitng ach khong thé chiu ndi
phai tron chay va lang thang khap mién dé tranh céc luat 1& vira nhidu
lai vira ning: ho thay d6i chd & va ddi tinh mdi ngay” [Taboulet, 1940:
77]. Du vay, gido x{r Lai Thiéu van 1a noi cac linh muyc an nau. Theo
tai liéu Cong gido tai dong bang Nam Bé trong cdc thé ky XVII va
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XVIII, ho dao Lai Thiéu 1a noi mét vi Linh muc ngudi Viét lanh nan
trudce su truy lung cua quan Tay Son “thang 3 nam 1783 khi quan Tay
Son danh chiém Gia Dinh lan thir tu, cac thira sai da rira ti dugc 93
ngudi 16n [Louvet, 1885: 404], nhung sau d6 lai phai bo cac ho dao dé
chay tron sy truy ling ctia quan Tay Son, trir hai linh muc ngudi Viét,
mot 4n nau trong ho dao Lai Thi€u va mdt & Sa Déc” [Lé Van Khué,
2015]. Tur @6 ¢o thé suy doan réng, trong thoi ky noi chién, ho dao Ho
GO kha yén 6n, lich sir giao xtr Lai Thiéu ghi “trong sudt thoi ky bt
dao, Ho Go 1a trung tam gap go cua cac Gidm muc, Linh Muc, Tu si
va gido dan cac ving ¢ Brolam (dan toc), P4 Tring (B4 Mua), Thu
Puc va Tan Quy. Thoi gian nay dugc wdc doan kéo dai trén 40 nam,
tir khi thanh 1ap Ho Go dén nam 17877 [Vii Van Hop, 2012: 38]

Nam 1782, khi Nguyén Anh chiém thanh Gia Dinh, Linh muc
Pigneau de Béhaine va nhiéu linh muyc khéc trd lai truyén gido ¢ Sai
Gon va Lai Thiéu. Con bat dao tam ling diu, linh muc va gido dan c6
thé cong khai doi sdng dao, sb gido dan ciing gia ting. Dé viéc tham
du thanh 1€ cua gido dan thuan loi, nha thd thi hai cua Ho dao Ho Go
duoc dung “bé“mg vat liéu nhe, mai ngoi, vach van, mat tién hudng vé
song Sai Gon” [Vl Van Hop, 2012: 39]. Nha tho nay cach nha tho
hién nay khoang 30m vé phia trudng hoc, canh nha cic Soeur Dong
Thénh Phaold “dia diém duoc chon thoi 4y va mai dén ngay nay la
mot mdm dat da cao, chung quanh dugce pht mat boi cac tang ciy cd
thy tao nén mot khung canh thién nhién mat mé, dep dé va day trang
nghiém” [VQl Van Hop, 2012: 39]

Nha thd duoc cit bang vat liéu nhe, méi ngoi, vach van, mit tién
hudng vé song Sai gon, thuan ti¢n cho vi¢c giao thong. Nha tho duoc xay
trén go dat da cao, noi dy tré thanh trung tim truyén gido ¢ Pang Trong
v6i hai nhom thira sai truyén gido: Dong Tén va dong Phanxico.

Trong 31 ndm tir khi Nguyén Anh chiém lai Gia Binh (thang 10/1787)
va 1én ngdi hoang dé 1ap nén tridu Gia Long (1802-1820) “khong mot
lénh cdm dao nao dugc ban hanh, cic gido si déu cho rang day la giai
doan thuan loi cho viéc truyén gido & Viét Nam” [P Bang, 2010]. Mot
gido si da viét : “Céc thira sai & Nam Bo dugc lam tit ca nhiing gi ho
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mudn... Moi nguoi déu kinh trong ho, vi né ho, ho hoat dong véi bd
may to chtrc 16n 13 khong ai can tré ho” [Launay, 1924: 221].

“Pdng Nai (Gia Dinh) nim ngoai sy khing b tan bao dang hoanh
hanh khap vuong qudc nay. Tai ddy, hoat dong ton gido khong nhimng
duogc khoan dung ma cOn dugc hoan toan ty do. Khac véi cac tinh
thanh khac trong ca nuéc, tai ddy cac tin dd Thién chia va nhiing
ngudi tin nhitng diéu mé tin di doan trai nguoc véi cac tin dd dao
Thién chia déu khong bi diéu tra vé nhimng diéu mé tin ciia ho”%. Nho
sy thuan lgi nay, Lai Thiéu tr¢ thanh trung tdm cua Gido hoi Mién
Nam véi dai ching vién (1789) dao tao cac chung sinh ban xir dé tro
thanh Linh muc, Toa tong giam muc va dong tu Mén Thanh gid.
Trong “Dai chung vién thanh Giuse Sai Gon — 150 hinh thanh va phat
trién” ghi 18: “Ngay 30 thang 5 nam 1798, Pac Giam muc Pigneau
viét cho Linh muc Boiret, Hoi thira sai Paris “Pai chung vién tir khi
tré vé tir Thai Lan van duy tri tai Tan Triéu. Nhung ving dat & day
kha am thap, cho nén t6i vira xay dung mot Ching vién khac & “Lai-
Thiu” (Lai Thiéu), tai mot noi cao rdo voi khi hau rat trong lanh. Tiéu
chung vién van & Tan Triéu, tai co so cia Pai chung vién (trudc
day)”S. S6 chiing sinh ban d4u cta ching vién 1a 24 ngudi. Trong buc
thu linh muc Liot linh muc Boiret ngdy 25 thang 6 nam 1799 da viét:
“24 chung sinh cii da chuyén qua Dai ching vién & Lai-Thiu va 50
chung sinh méi dd vao trong ching vién ¢ Pong Nai. Ho dd qua 8
ngay tinh tam, sau d6 ho da bt dau chuong trinh hoc tap™.

Pang tiéc, khong tim dugc mot thong ké day du sé chung sinh do
Pai ching vién Lai Thiéu dao tao trong 43 nam (1789 -1833), chi ¢o
dugc s6 chung sinh nim dau tién thanh lap (1798) 1a 24 nguoi tir Tan
Triéu chuyén qua va nim 1833 nhu ghi nhan cia linh muc Régéreau
“ngay 6 thang 1 ndm 1833, vua Minh Mang ra chi du cAm dao theo do,
tat ca cac co sd thd tu cua Cong giao déu bi triét ha (...) chung vién Lai
thiéu ma chiing t6i phai tiéu ton nhiéu tién bac dang c6 15 ching sinh
than hoc, trong s6 d6 c6 1 pho té, 1 phu pho té, 2 thay chiic nho, 5 thay
chure cit toc. Ngoai ra con ¢6 13 thay hoc tiéng La tinh. Chung vién nay
nay bi phan tan”® [ Tling Phéroé Nguyén Thanh Tung, 2012].



Nguyén V&n Hiép, Tran Hanh Minh Phudng. Gido xu Ldi Thiéu: ... 85

Cudc bach dao kéo dai va Chung vién tan lac khip noi, cho dén khi
buc gidam muc Dominique Lefébvre nhan nhiém vy Gidm muc Giao
phan Tay Pang Trong quyét dinh tai lap lai Ching vién tai Thi Nghé,
va Lai Thiéu khong con vai tro dao tao ching sinh.

Bén canh vai tro dao tao chung sinh, tirng 1a noi dat Toa Giam muc
Gi4o phan Tay Pang Trong (1830) Léi Thiéu con 1a trung tim truyén
gido. Linh myc Jean Louis Taberd (duoc tAn phong & Thai Lan) dugc
b6 nhiém 1am Gidm muc gido phan Tay Pang Trong dat Toa tong
Giam muc tai Lai Thiéu vao thang 6/1830. Sau d6, Ngai Tong gidm
muc cir hai nit tu Mi va Sang (tir Binh Dinh vao) 1ap dong Mén Thanh
Gia Lai Thiéu” [V Van Hop, 2012: 36]. Diéu nay ching td, nhiing
nam dau dudi tritu Minh Mang, khi ta quan Lé Vin Duyét con lam
tong tran thanh Gia Dinh, Lai Thiéu chua bi bach dao. Trong bdi canh
khong khi cAm dao bao trum khip noi, Lai Thiéu van yén binh 1a noi
dao tao linh muc va tién cir hang gido pham ban x@&. Tir 6 cho thiy,
Cong gido Binh Duong c6 vai tro quan trong lich sir Cong giao Pang
trong. Theo Lucien de Grammont “trong thoi gian dai, ngdi lang
Thién chua gido rong 16n Lai Thiéu 1a noi ¢ ciia cac nha truyén gido
Tay DPang Trong”® [Grammont, 1863:143].

Pau nim 1849, Ptic Giam muc D. Lefébvre Ngii tan phong giam
muc cho Linh muyc J.C. Miche Mich tai Lai Thiéu. Thang 8/1856, Puc
cha Lefébvre bi truc xuat sang Singapore, nhung nim 1857, ngai lai
c6 mit tai Lai Thiéu dé coi soc gido phan.

Vua Gia Long da c6 101 dan khong duoc cAm dao nhung céc triéu
Minh Mang (1820 -1840), Thi¢u Tri (1841-1847), Ty buc (1848 -
1883) déu chu truong cdm dao. Tuy nhién, & Nam B9 trong d6 Binh
Duong tir nim 1820 -1832 van chua xdy ra viéc sat hai nguoi Cong
gido boi Lé Vian Duyét cho rang viéc cdm dao, bit bo, chém giét cac
nha truyén gido va gido dan 1a mot chinh sach sai 1am. Ong khong pho
bién 1énh cam dao tir Kinh thanh Hué nén nhiing trdn mién Nam
khong biét dé truy lung cac gido si (Cao Thé Dung, 2003:1466-1469)].
Nho vay, gido dan duoc thong dong giit dao, ho dao dau tién ciia Binh
Duong, gido xi Lai Thiéu da c6 diéu kién 16n manh dé sau d6 c6 du
ngudn lyc dé di truyén gido ra cac khu vuc lan cén.
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Sau khi Tong tran Thanh Gia Pinh Lé Vin Duyét qua doi, khong
con ai dam can ngdn, vua Minh Mang (tir nim 1833 dén nim 1840)
ddc thac viée sat hai tin hiru Cong giao ban hanh thém nam chi du
cam Pao git gao vao cic nam 1833, 1834, 1836 va 1838, 1839 vi cho
rang nhitng gido 1y Coéng gido, nghich lai v6i chinh dao (dao Khong).

Dudi thdi Thiéu Tri, nha vua van duy tri chinh sach cAm dao duge
ban hanh tir thdi Minh Mang nhung khong quyét liét nhu tridu vua
truge. Tuy nhién, nim 1847, D6 dbc Cécille chi huy hai quan Phap
dén uy hiép, nam chién thuyén cua triéu dinh & cira bién Da Ning bj
tau Phap tin cong. Vua Thiéu Tri ra Iénh chém cac quan dd khong
hoan thanh nhiém vu gilt cang va chi thi cho cac quan dia phuong
nghiém khic thuc hién 1énh bat dao trén ca nudc.

Nhimg 1848 — 1861 1a thoi ky khdc liét trong cudc chién Viét —
Phap khong cin stc ciing 1a thoi ky sat dao gay gt cua tridu dinh Hué
dbi v6i cac nha truyén gido va gido dan budc gido dan va linh muc di
lanh nan ¢ nhitng noi xa xdi, ddy ciing 1a mot trong nhing nhan té dua
dén sy ra doi nhitng ho dao ¢ viing héo lanh cua Gia Pinh va Binh An
(nay thu¢c Thu BPuc, Binh Phudc). Nhitng ho 1¢é nay dugce linh muc
chanh xtr Lai Thi€u coi séc. Lich sur gido xtr Lai Thiéu chép:

Ho dao B6 Mua (gido xtt Vinh Hoa ngay nay) khéi ngudn tir viée
nhiing nguoi Cong gido & Lai Thiéu, Bing, chay trén khoi su bach
dao cua triéu Nguyén “trai qua nhiéu thoi ky bach hai dao Cong gido
cua vua chua Viét Nam, nguoi ¢6 dao khong thé dinh cu lau dai & mot
dia phuong nao, nhat 1a nhitng ving thi tr. Hiéu rang phai trén di cang
xa cang tot, cang 12 ving hoang vu thi cang bao dam su sdng va viéc
gilt dao, cac tin hitu thoi do da tim va chon mot noi xa x61 nhu Bb
Mua... trong thoi gian ndy Linh myc Henri Azémar va P.Arnoux coi
soc gido ho. Nam 1867, linh muc Henri Azémar da cho dung tam mot
méi nha tranh dé thyc hién thanh 18, dugc xem 13 nha thy dau tién cua
ho B6 Mua khi d6 c6 264 giao dan” [Vii Van Hop, 2012: 39].

Ngodi ra, tir Lai Thiéu gido dan con di cu dén khai khan d4t hoang
va cung tu cu tai Tan Quy, Thu Ptc da tao 1ap nén Ho dao Tan Quy
(thudc xa Nhi Binh, huyén Hoc Mon, thanh phé HO Chi Minh ngay
nay) ndm 1783, ho Thu Ptic ndm 1879. Khi da c6 ho dao, linh muc
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chanh x&r Lai Thiéu cho x4y dung nha thd, than chinh dén thuc hién
thanh 1& va cac bi tich cho gido dan.

Timg 1a noi ddt Toa tong Giam muc Tay Dang trong, noi ¢ ching
vién, hai nhom thira sai truyén gido Dong Tén va Dong Phanxicd, dong
tu Mén thanh gia gido xtr Lai Thiéu tht sy 1a mot trung tAm truyén gido
cta Cong giao Nam B¢ ndi chung, Cong gido Binh Duong ndi riéng.

3. Trung tam “thdng truyén dirc tin”

“Thong truyén dic tin” dugc hiéu 1a viéc truyén ba duc tin veé
Chua, gido hoi bang chinh cudc doi Kitd hitu séng [Truyén thong
Vatican, 2018]. La cai ndi cua Cong gido Binh Duong (Gido phan Pha
Cuong) ting 1a trung tam cua giao phan Tay Pang Trong, gido xr Lai
Thiéu tro thanh noi hoi tu cac vi thira sai truyén gido, linh myc ban xt
va nhiéu tu si dong vai trd “thong truyén dirc tin” trong cong doan
sudt hon hai thé ky (1747 -1965)". Ptc tin dugc thdng truyén qua
cong viéc muc vu dugc thuc hién bang tinh yéu ciing nhu “doi song
ching t4” cua gidam muc, linh muc, pho té dén nhan st vu tai gido xu
Lai Thiéu hay nhirng ngudi trudng thanh tir gido x di thyc hién st vu
khip moi noi.

Lai Thiéu la gido x{r dau tién c6 Giam muc Pigneau de Béhaine dén
quan nhiém tr ndm 1782 thyc hién cic hoat dong muc vu “dang 18, tb
chuc day gido ly, tham hoi ngudi bénh, cur hanh céc Bi tich Thanh
Thé, Giai To1, Thém suc, Stc dau bénh nhan, ctr hanh cac 18 trong
nhu Giang sinh, Phuc sinh [Vi Van Hop, 2012: 82]. Pén thoi linh
muc Chanh xtr Heri Azémar (1866-1895) chuong trinh tré nén quy cu
hon “hang ngay Cha s& phu trach thanh 1& sang va chiéu. Chua nhat
thém thanh 1& nhi danh cho thiéu nhi lac 7g sang va thanh 1& th III
lac 4 gio 30 chiéu. Mdi thang Chuia nhat dau thang déu c6 ban phép
Rira toi cho tré so sinh. Mdi thir sau dau thang Cha dem Minh Thanh
Chuia va ban phép giai toi cho bénh nhan va nguoi gia yéu. Cac 16p
gi4o 1y dugc to chirc nén nép gdm 16p thiéu nhi chuan bi rudc 18 lan
dau, chuén bi nhan Bi tich Thém strc va Rudc 18 trong thé do nir tu
dang Thanh Phaold phu trach. Cha con t6 chic cac 16p giao 1y Dy
tong va gido ly hon nhan hang ngay vao 7 gio tdi. Cac 1& Giang sinh
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va Phuc sinh c6 dién hoat canh dé gitip gido dan sbt sing tham du cac
nghi thirc phung vu. Hang nim vao mua chay, Cha déu t6 chic tinh
tam trong ba ngay va moi cha khac vé giang tinh tm va ban phép giai
t6i” [Vl Van Hop 2012: 82]. Vi vy, gido dan sinh sdng & nhiing ving
xung quanh thuong phai vé& Lai Thiéu tham gido hoat dong ton gido vo
hinh trung Lai Thiéu 1a trung tAm thong truyén dic tin. Di véi nhitng
gia dinh Cong gido toan tong & day sinh hoat ton gido tréd thanh mot
phan tit yéu cta ho. Diéu nay, dé lai diu 4n sdu sic trong 1ong mdi
giao dan nhu Antdn Nguyén Vin Nién giai bay tinh yéu véi gido xir
“vi sao to1 yéu gido xur cua toi, thua vi té1 dugc sinh ra va 16n Ién &
day, va khi méi bude vao doi to61 duge dua dén nha tho nhén 1anh bi
tich Rira t6i, duoc gia nhdp vao gido xu... dong thoi duoc hoc chit,
biét doc, biét viét, dugc hoc gido Iy [V Van Hop, 2012: 215].

Diéu quan trong hon sy hién dang cudc séng dé phuc vu tha nhan
noi nhitng giam muc, linh muc, tu si duoc gido hoi bo nhiém dén LAi
Thiéu 1a phuong cach “thong truyén duc tin” trong cong doan hiéu
qua nhat, nhu hdi e ctia Anton Nguyén Van Nién néu “[...] cac vi
Thira sai qua Lai Thiéu khong nhiing lo cho nhiéu ngudi vao dao biét
Chuia khong ké cong lao kho cuc, con phai hoc tiéng ban x&r. Cac Ngai
con lo cat nha tho ma ching ta dang duoc huéng nho...” [Vil Vian
Hop, 2012: 216].

Trong long gido dan Lai Thiéu, linh muc Toma Phan Minh Chéanh
¢6 32 ndm gan bo véi gido xir 1a mot linh muyc c6 nép séng binh dén,
gian di, biét léng nghe, tiét kiém khi t6 chuc tiéc tung nhung hao
phong d6i véi nhiing gia dinh kho khin co than nhan méc bénh
nang... [Vl Van Hop, 2012: 236].

Trong s6 nhing nir tu, soeur Isabelle thuoc Saint Paul de Chartres
duoc nhiéu hoc tro (sau nay tré thanh linh muc hay tu si) nhd nhiéu
nhat boi “con dudng tu tap va truyén gido cta Soeur gan lién véi lich
st xdy dung va phat trién cua truong Tiéu hoc Cong gido, gido x{r Lai
Thiéu... diéu quy nhét & soeur 1a soeur dic biét luu tim gitp 45, an
ui, chia sé v&i nhitng dua hoc tro nho thudc nhitng gia dinh nghéo
kho, thiéu thon. .. soeur dung tinh thuong, kién tri khuyén ran, day bao
hoc tro... khong thé noi hét duogc long kinh trong va biét on cua hoc
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tro dbi véi su dao dirc, gwong mau va tan tim cua soeur Isabelle (cting
nhirng soeur khac)” [Vii Van Hop, 2012: 236]. Doi sdng ching ta cia
cac soeur c¢6 ¥ nghia 16n ddi v6i nhitng hoc tro ca trudng Tiéu hoc
Cong gi4o Lai Thiéu “néu ban dang ¢ dau do, bong gip ai do. Va
ngudi day néi rang toi 13 hoc trd ciia Ba Bén (tén goi than mat cua
soeur Isabelle), truong Tiéu hoc Cong gido thudc gido xtr Lai Thiéu.
Thi ban oi, chic chin d6 1a nguoi tot. TSt nhu ngudi thiy cua hoc
vay” [Vl Van Hop, 2012: 238].

Mot gido xir ¢6 bé day lich str hon 200, Lai Thiéu 1a noi xut than
cua “mot Téng giam muc, trén 20 linh muc, nhiéu tu si... thanh tu
dao” [Vii Vin Hop, 2012: 216] c¢6 nhiéu dong gop cho st vu thong
truyén duc tin: Tong giam muyc Phérd Nguyén Vin Tét xut than tir
mdt gia dinh Cong gido ¢ xur Lai Thi€u, 1a chdu cua Thanh Matthéu
Lé Van Gam, ting hoc truong tu thuc Cong gido Lai Thiéu do nit tu
dong thanh Phaold diéu hanh, sau d6 tu hoc tai Tiéu chung vién Thanh
Giuse Sai Gon, roi Pai chung vién truyén gido Rome. Ngai dat vin
bang tién si Than hoc, tién si Kinh thanh va cir nhan Gido luat; dugc
thu phong Linh myc (ndm 1974) rdi Tong giam muc (ndm 2003), trai
qua céc st vu ¢ nhidu qudc gia khac nhau: di truyén gido tai Cong hoa
Zaire (Chau Phi), thu ky Toa st than Toa thanh tai Panama (Trung
MY), Brazil (Nam MJ); ¢ vAn St than Toa thanh tai Phap, St than
Toa thanh tai Bénin va Togo (Chau Phi), tai nudc Cong hoa Tchad va
Cong hoa Trung Phi, tai Costa Rica (Trung M¥). Duc tin dugc thong
truyén bang doi séng chimg ta cta ngai, mot phong vién ngudi Costa
Rica viét “Dtic Str than Toa thanh nguoi Viét Nam rat gan giii, coi mo
v6i nhimg ngudi lang giéng va cac tin hiru Cong gido, cho md cira nha
nguyén cua Toa s Than dé gido dan vao dy 1&. Ptc Téng Phérd Tot
luon sin sang tiép don nhing ai dén viéng tham hay cong vu ma
khong can hen gi ca, ké ca mudn xung toi v6i ngai... Ngay ca nhiing
ai mudn xin vai canh hoa vé lam ky niém ngai cling dan ngudi chim
soc ctr cho...” [Vl Van Hgp, 2012: 116].

Du rit ban ron voi vai tro St than Toa Thanh khip nam chau ngai
van danh thoi gian tré vé thim qué hwong Lai Thiéu nhiing ba lan
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(1994, 2005, 2007) cho théy, Lai Thi€u c6 mot vi tri quan trong trong
long ngai va Lai Thiéu ciing dwoc nim chiu biét dén thong qua ngai.

Hai muoi linh muc xuat than tir gido x Lai Thiéu trd thanh linh
muc chanh x&t Bén Sin, Phu Lam, Xuan Loc, Tan Quy, Bung, Tan
DPinh... cling tir Lai Thiéu, cac nit tu di 1ap dong Cat Minh tai Ha Noi,
Hué, Thai Lan, Nam Vang, trd thanh nit tu dong Bac Ai Vinh Son,
dong Mén Thanh gia Thi Thiém, Cho Quan, dong Taberd Lasan,
dong Pa Minh Thanh tam...TAt ca ho déu thuc hién st vu thong
truyén dirc tin.

Hon nira, gido xr Lai Thi€u con “san sinh” ra mot vi thanh tr vi
dao, thanh Matthéu Lé Vin Gam. Ngai lam nghé budn ban, ngay
23/5/1846, chd ba ching sinh va Giam muc Lefebvre (v6n bi triéu
Nguyén truc xuat) tir Singapore vé Sai Gon, khi thuyén cap bén, ngai
bi bat giam, rdi bi xir tir hinh vao ngay 11/5/1847. Pirc gido hoang
Gioan Phaold II da phong thanh cho ngai cung vdi 116 Thanh tir dao
Viét Nam vao ngay 19/06/1988.

Nhu viy, vai trd “thong truyén dirc tin” cia giao x&r Lai Thiéu
trong cong doan dugc thé hién qua cic hoat dong muc vu ¢ nha tho,
qua doi song ching ta cua nhiing linh muc, tu si gan bo véi gido xir va
ca nhitng nguoi xuat than tir gido xtr Lai Thiéu di thuc hién s vu
Cong gio ¢ khap moi mién trén dit nudc Viét Nam va ca thé gidi.

4. Trung tam hoat ddng xa hdi: gido duc tré khuyét tat, giao
duc phd théng va nudi day tré mo coi

Hoa udc Gidp Tuat nim 1874 cho phép Cong gido dugc md rong
hon nhiéu so voi Hoa wéc Nham Tuit nim 1862, nhu: “Cac giam
muc, nha truyén gido va linh muc An Nam s€ co quyén mua va thué
dat dé xay dung nha thd, bénh vién, truong hoc, trai tré mo coi va tat
ca cac toa nha khac nham phuc vu viée thd phuong ctia tén giao” [ Lé
Thi Hoa Marie, 2022: 7], nén Cong gido no61 chung va gido xtr Lai
Thiéu no6i riéng co diéu kién thuc hién cac hoat dong xa hoi nhu gido
duc tré khuyét tat, gido duc pho théng va nudi day tré mo coi.
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Gido duc tré khuyét tit

Véi tAm nhin sdu rong va kinh nghiém cua mét nha truyén gio 3o
luyén, linh myc Henri Azémar cho rang “dé cong cudc truyén gido dat
duoc nhiéu két qua, can phai co nhiéu phuong ké khac di kém, va mot
trong nhimg phuong ké hitu hiéu nhét 13 cong viée bac ai — tir thién
nén Linh muyc thanh 1ap trudng day cho cac em khuyét tat cam diéc.
Sau thoi gian can nhic Ngai chon Micae Nguyén Vin Truong, mot
thanh nién bj cam diéc nhung thong minh va hoat bat goi sang hoc tai
truong cdm diéc cua linh myc Fabrégan ¢ Rodez vao nim 1880. Sau
niam sau Nguyén Vian Truong hoan thanh tét khéa hoc, tré vé nudc,
Linh muc Azémar chinh thirc cho thanh lap trudng Cam diéc Lai
Thiéu thu nhan nhiéu tré em khuyét tat vao nam 1886 [Vii Vin Hop,
2012: 57]. Nguyén Vian Truong tré thanh cong sy dac luc cua linh
muc Azémar trong viéc diéu hanh va giang day.

Khong chi day hoc trudng con cung cdp mién phi cho hoc sinh viéc
in & nén linh muc Azémar phai di van dong nhiéu t6 chirc va ca nhan
manh thudong quan hd tro tai chinh. Vi 1a truong dau tién day cho hoc
sinh cAm diéc nén nha trudng can soan quyén ty dién danh riéng cho
cac em khuyét tat cam diéc. Bang su nhiét tim cdng hién thoi gian va
cong strc cua nhiéu nguoi (trong d6 quan trong nhat 13 Nguyén Vin
Truong, ngudi duge dao tao chinh quy c6 chuyén mon sau vé day tré
em khuyét tat cam diéc) quyén tu dién chuyén biét danh cho nguoi
khuyét tat cam diéc ciling da hoan thanh.

Sau chin nam diéu hanh trudong (1886 — 1895) moi viéc trd nén kha
quy cii cling 13 khi linh muc Azémar tudi cao, stc yéu di qua doi.
Linh muc chanh x@r gido xtr Lai Thiéu E.Verney (da tirng cOng tac voi
linh myc Azémar) tiép quan cong viéc diéu hanh trudng dén khi cac
nit tu dong Thanh Phaold do nit tu Gabrielle la Truong Cong doan
chinh thirc tiép quan viéc nudi day cac em cam diéc vao nam 1903.

Nim 1934, nha Dong di ctr hai nit tu Monica Nguyén Thi Tinh va
Simone Philippe sang Phap hoc thém vé chuyén nganh gido duc cam
diéc tai truong Nogent le Rotrou [Nguyén Hiéu Hoc, 2017:71]. Nam
1937, hai nit tu vé nudc, t6 chirc lai trudng Cam diéc Lai Thiéu co quy
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cii hon vé sinh hoat, chuyén nghiép hon vé giang day hoc tip va
huéng nghiép. Nit tu Monica Nguyén Thi Tinh duoc dé cir lam giam
dbc nha truong cho dén nhitng nim dau thap nién 1970. C4c nit tu
cung ¢d nén nép sinh hoat, trat tu, ky luat, stra chita va trang bi thém
co s& vt chat, thoi gian nay hoat dong cta trudng Cam diée Lai Thiéu
di vao hoat dong 6n dinh va chuyén sdu, truong 13 co s& bac 4i cua to
chtrc Cong gido dén nam 1975.

S6 lwong hoc sinh dwoc dao tao tai trudng cé nhiéu bién thién.
Budi dau méi thanh l4p trudng sd lwong hoc sinh chua nhiéu, trong
vong 37 nam (1866 - 1903) trudng chua cd co s¢ vat chit hoan chinh,
doi ngli gido vién chua qua dao tao chuyén nghié€p nén chi co tir nam
dén 20 hoc sinh. Trong vong bén nam (1934 — 1937) s hoc sinh ting
1én 70 em. T nam 1967, trudng tuong ddi hoan chinh vé co sd vat
cht va doi ngii gido vién, ) luong hoc sinh tdng nhanh, gﬁn 400 em,
tir ndm 1968 dén 1970 tang gan 500 hoc sinh, trong nim hoc 1971 -
1972 1a 550 hoc sinh, nim hoc 1972-1973 sd hoc sinh cao nhat trong
lich str hoat dong cua truong, 600 em.

Bang 1. Tinh hinh hec sinh treomg Cam diéc Lai Thiéu (1866-
1973)
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(Nguon: Trung tam gido duc tré khiém thinh Thudn An, 2018).
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Tir nam 1975 dén nay truong trai qua nhidu 1an doi tén va thudc su
quan ly cta cac co quan nha nudc (Bo Lao dong - Thuong binh va Xa
héi, Truong Pai hoc Su pham Thanh phé Ho Chi Minh) nhung chtic
ning ddo tao tré khuyét tit vin khong thay ddi cho thdy tdm quan
trong cua truong dbi voi xa hoi.

Nhu 16i nit tu Nguyén Thi Kim Sang cho biét, cong viéc tai truong
Cam diéc Lai Thiéu 1a cong tac “tong d6” cua nhimg nit tu dong
Phaold. Ho da cong hién doi minh cho cong viée gido duc va giap do
tré em khuyét tat cam diéc, ho 1a tAim guong cua long bac 4i va su hy
sinh tan tuy vi nguoi khac, tiéu biéu nhu Soeur Marie Claire Nguyén
Thi Phac, Soeur Monica Nguyén Thi Tinh, Soeur Marie Ng6 Thi Mai
Anh, Soeur Lidwina L& Thi Hué, Soeur Théresa Trinh Thi Pao.

Gido duc phé thong

Sac 1énh do Téng thong Cong hoa Phap, Alexandre Millerand ky
va ban hanh tai Pong Duong ngay 18/9/1924 cho phép hinh thanh hé
thong gido duc tu thuc Coéng gido co chung mot chuong trinh giang
day voi truong Phap — Viét tir cdp Tiéu hoc dén Trung hoc. [Lé Thi
Hoa Marie, 2022: 8].

Tai Lai Thiéu, dau nam 1936, dugc su déng y cta Linh myc Chénh
xu, nit tu dong Thanh Phaold mo truong Tuw thuc Cong giao Lai Thiéu
danh cho hoc sinh tiéu hoc tai gido xr (ban dau c6 nam 16p) giéng nhu
trén toan c¢di Viét Nam “Hé thng gido duc Cong gido phan 16n do nit
tu dong Thanh Phaold thanh Chartres dam nhan giang day so cap tai
cac truong hoc gidao xit m¢” [Lé Thi Hoa Marie, 2022: 12].

Truong Tw thuc Cong gido Lai Thiéu do nit tu Elisabéth Lé Thi
Khéo (sinh nam 1896) Iam hiéu trudng (kiém luon giang day 16p Nhit),
nit tu Francoise day 16p Nhi, Victorine Nguyén Thi Hiép (sinh nim
1913) day 16p Ba, nit tu Monique day 16p Tur va nit tu Thérése Nguyén
Thi Théan (sinh nim 1845) day 16p Nam cing voi mot sd nir tu khac
cung goép phan giao duc hoc sinh [Vii Van Hop, 2012:126, 238].

Pén nam 1960, sb hoc sinh ting 1én linh muc cho xay thém hai
ddy phong gom 12 16p, mot hoi trudng va mot phong danh cho gido
vién. Khi hoc sinh hoan thanh bac 16p tiéu hoc phai di hoc kha xa dé
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tiép tuc hoc Trung tiéu hoc & trudng cong. Thiy duoc sy bit cip nay,
Nit tu Bernadette L.J Lé Thi Loan (sinh nam 1930) da xin phép bé trén
mé thém truong Trung Tiéu hoc Thanh Phaold danh cho nit sinh da
hoc xong tiéu hoc vao nim 1968.

Theo nghi dinh ngay 22/01/1930 cta Toan quyén Péng Duong
chuong trinh gido duc trong cac truong tu thuc Cong gido tir cap tiéu
hoc (cip I) dén trung tiéu hoc (cip II) ngang hang véi cic trudng cong
lap: tir quy dinh bang cip dén kha ning su pham va gido duc. Nén du
hoc tai truong lang & gido x& hoc sinh van nam bt duoc kién thirc hoc
thuat [Lé Thi Hoa Marie, 2022: 15].

Cu thé, tai truong Tu thuc Cong gido Lai Thiéu, chuong trinh chinh
khoa gidng chuong trinh duge day & truong Phap -Viét thudc hé thong
gido duc cOng cua chinh quyén thudc dia tai Nam Ky. “Trudong cép
tiéu hoc, hé 5 nam hoc cdc mon: khai luan vé tiéng Phap; s6 hoc: 4
phép tinh, h¢ mét, tuong quan hé théng do luong Phap — Viét. Truong
cép Trung tiéu hoc hé 3 nam hoc cic mén: tiéng Phép: van pham, tap
doc, tap viét, tuong thuat, ludn, dich nguoc, dich xudi, dac biét 1a dich
tir chit Qudc ngir sang tiéng Phap va ky ning thyc hanh tiéng Phap; sd
hoc: 4 phép tinh, phan sd, quy tic tam sut, phép chiét khau, phép tinh
loi ttc; hinh hoc: do dién tich va thé tich; dia Iy: khai quat vé 5 chau,
dac biét 1a dia 1y nudc Phap va céc thudc dia cua Phap” [Cuc Van thu
Iuu trit nha nudc — Trung tam luu trit Qudc gia 1, 2016: 46].

Khong chi day kién thic, truong con rét chi trong dén viée day dao
dtrc boi “céc nha gido duc Cong gido chu trong dén chuan muc luat 18
lién quan dén hanh vi dao dtrc, nhu: cong bang, trung thanh, trung thuc,
ton trong 101 noi va gitr 161 hira” [Lé Thi Hoa Marie, 2022: 10]. Can
thtra nhan viéc giang day dao duc trong truong khong co gi trai nguoc
v6i dao Hiéu theo truyén thong Viét Nam. Chuong trinh gido duc dao
duc tai nha truong ludn hudng téi muc tiéu gido duc hai hoa gilra van
hoéa gido duc Nho gido va vin hoa gido duc Kitd gido, nham “phat trién
tri tué cho hoc sinh, béng su hudng dan viing chéc va hinh thanh nhan
sinh, nhan ban, be‘“mg mét tinh than ky luat manh mé va giau tinh nhan
4i, tao nén nhiing con nguoi ngay thiang, quang dai va nhiing cong dan
tan tuy cho lgi ich xa h¢i” [Lé Thi Hoa Marie, 2022: 15].
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Hon thé, chinh 18i sdng t6t lanh, thanh thién, yéu thwong, quén minh
phuc vu cta cac nir tu dam nhén vai trd giang day da gép phan hinh
thanh mot thé hé tré c6 dure va o tai cho Lai Thiéu. TAm guong cua cac
nit tu d3 khic siu trong tim kham nhimg hoc sinh cta truong Tu thuc
Cong gido Lai Thiéu, nhu 16i ctia HO6 Thi Kim Ngin ké lai vé nit tu
Elisabéth Lé Thi Khéo, hiéu trudng va ciing 1 ngudi truc tiép day:

“con duong tu tip va truyén gido cua Soeur (Elisabéth Lé Thi
Khéo) gin lién voi lich x4y dung va phat trién cua trudng Tiéu hoc
Cong gido, gido xur Lai Thiéu.

(...) Diéu dang quy nhat & Soeur 1 Soeur dic biét luu tam gitp dd,
an ui, chia s¢ v6i nhitng dira hoc tré nho thudc nhitng gia dinh nghéo
kho, thiéu thdn. Con khong thay Soeur cung ninh nhitng ban c6 gia
dinh kha gia hon. Soeur d4 cong bang chia sot tinh thwong cho tt ca
ching con (...) Soeur da dung tinh thuong, kién tri khuyén ran, day
bao tyi con nén ngudi tir té... Soeur 1am nhiém vu truyén gido bang
cach lam c6 gido. Soeur giang di gido 1y that gian di, dé hiéu

Tui con may méan dugc hoc tiéng Phap tir bac Tiéu hoc, gio khong
con nhd nhiéu nhimg van thudc 1au 1au moén vocabulaire nhd cach day
cua Soeur.

Con nho hoai gio hoc toan véi cach tinh dién tich khan trai ban. Ca
chiéu dai va chiéu rong déu phai cong thém phan ri xudng ¢ hai bén.
Soeur kéo tAm khan trai ban trude mat, ti mi day tui con theo cach hoc
thuc nghi¢ém rat tién tién.

Khong chi day hoc 16p Nhut, Soeur con kiém nhiém nhiéu viéc
khac. Cong viéc quan 1y va to chiic dn ngi cho cac ban tir noi khac
dén hoc ¢ ndi tru.

Cac thé hé 3x, 4x, 5x, 6x cua tui con that hanh dién khi c6 dugc
nhiing nguoi thay gioi giang, tan tuy nhu Soeur Elisabéth cung cac
Soeur khac. Tui con di duoc hoc trong mdt méi trudng su pham rat
chuan muc va hoan hao” [Vii Van Hop, 2012: 112, 137].

Bang kién thirc chuyén mén va phuong phap su pham da qua dao
tao bai ban (theo quy dinh cua chinh quyén nhu d3 dé cép o trén) cing
v6i su tan tm cac nit tu dong Thanh Phaold, dic biét 1a Elisabéth Lé
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Thi Khéo va N tu Bernadette L.J Lé Thi Loan véi vai trd hi¢u trudng
hai truong Tiéu hoc tu thuc Cong gido Lai Thiéu va Trung Tiéu hoc
thanh Phaol6 truong hoat dong lién tuc cho dén nam 1975, dao tao
nhiéu tai nang cho gido xu, trong s6 c6 d6 “mot Pirc Tong giam muc
Phérd Nguyén Vin Tt ndi tiéng khiap nam chau va 17 linh muc, nhiéu
tu si nam nit xuat than tir ngdi trudng nho bé nay” [V Vian Hop,
2012: 112, 137]. Biéu nay cho thdy, su dong gop to 16n cua truong dbi
v6i nén gido duc Cong gido hay gido duc cia tinh Thu Dau Mot thoi
bay gio.

Nuéi day tré mé coi

Tiép ndi duong 16i cta linh muc tién nhiém Azémar, linh muc
Ernest Verney thanh 1ap C6 nhi vién (khi d6 tén 1a Nha Mo Coi — La
Créche) vao nam 1910, tiép nhan chiam séc va nudi dudng tré em bi
mo cdi do hoan canh éo le ciia bd me hodc tré em dau yéu tat nguyén,
di dang gia dinh mudn trat bo ganh ning hodc khong c6 diéu kién
cham soc.

Viéc nuéi dudng, gido duc tré mod cdi do cac nit tu dong Thanh
Phaol6o dam nhiém theo 161 moi ciia Linh muc Chanh xir Jean Ernest
Verney (1895 - 1915) dén tir nam 1903. Diéu kién co sé vat chit con
thiéu thén “ngdi nha mot lau bang gd op ep, ndc lop ngdi, mat tién
huéng vé phia nha thd™ 13 noi & cia cac nir tu (trén lau) va 1a chd ¢
cua tré mo coi (dudi trét). Du vay, Co nhi vién Lai Thiéu van hoat
dong theo khudn miu cua cd nhi Phap. Tai day tré mo coi bi khuyét
tat duoc cham soc dén hoi thd cudi cing. Nhitng tré ¢6 kha nang hoc
dugc tao diéu kién dé tiép tuc hoc ¢ truong Tu thuc Cong gido Lai
Thiéu, hay sau d6 1a truong Trung tiéu hoc hoc Thanh Phaoldé nham
gilip cac em tu 1ap va hoa nhap véi cong dong. Lén 1én, cac em co the
lap gia dinh di & riéng, hodc tiép tuc ¢ lai Co nhi vién phuc vu noi
guong cac nir tu.

Moi chi phi cho thuc men, quﬁn a0, thuc phém, dung cu hoc tap
va céc chi phi khéc déu do vién tu trang trai nén gip khong it kho
khan. C6 vay méi hiéu duogc, sy nhiét thanh va long bac ai cua linh
muc Ernest Verney va cac nit tu dong Phaold dén nhuong ndo. Ho vét
va di “gd clra” nhiéu noi kéu goi sy dong gop clia nhitng nguoi nhan
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ai va hdo tam va dugc dap lai. Nho do, chi trong ba nam dau thanh lap
(1910-1912), C6 nhi vién tiép nhan 305 em, mdi ndm ctru séng hang
tram tré em [V Van Hop, 2012: 60]. Va cr thé, bang sy dong gop cia
nhiéu nguoi, nhiéu t6 chirc, vién di hoat dong lién tuc dén nam 1954
méi chuyén giao cac em cho C6 nhi vién Qubc gia Go Vap.

Trong bbi canh “tir cudi thé ky XIX dén giira thé ky XX, chinh
quyén chi dimg lai & viéc tro cip (cho cac co nhi vién) chir chua thyc
hién nhu mot trach nhi¢m xa hoi cua nha nudc duoc quy dinh cu thé
theo phap 1Iy” [Nguyén Thi Kim Nuong, 2019: 91]. C6 nhi vién Lai
Thiéu da thyc hién tSt chirc ning xa hoi ciia mot to chirc ton gido,
mang lai sy sdng va mai nha thir hai cho hang ngan tré em thiéu may
mian, ma khong co to chire ndo thyc hién duogc luc bay gio.

Két luan

Ho dao dau tién cia Cong gido Binh Duong (thudc gido phan Pha
Cuong ngay nay) hinh thanh béi chinh nhiing nguoi Cong gido di cu
tir mién Thuan Quang khi 4y hoan toan chua c6 tang 16p ting lit. Sau
hon 35 nam (trudc 1747 -1782) ho dao trd thanh gido xr Lai Thiéu
¢6 Linh muc quan nhiém. Duéi triéu Gia Long, gido x& Lai Thiéu tro
thanh noi dat Toa Giam muc va Vién chung sinh cta gido phan Tay
Pang Trong trong 43 nam (1789 -1833). Tur sau nam 1833 dén nam
1861, cac vua Minh Mang, Thi¢u Tri, Ty Puc da thi hanh chinh sach
ciAm dao rat gét gao, Toa giam muc dugc chuyén vé Thi Nghe, Sai
Gon; gido dan, Linh muc tan méc di cac vung héo lanh dé khi con
cdm dao ¢ mién Nam lang xudng, chinh nhitng noi nay cac ho 1é ctia
giao x& Lai Thiéu 1an luot ra doi danh dau su phat trién cia gido x
L&i Thiéu: ho Tan Quy, B6 Mua, Thu Prc. Sau Hiép wdc Nham Tuét
(1862), dat biét khi chinh quyén thudc dia Phép & Nam Ky hd tro vat
chét cho Hoi Thira sai Paris nhu: tra luong cho cac thira sai Phap, cac
linh myc va thay giang nguoi Viét; chu cap tién bac xay dung cac
truong dao tao thiy giang, xdy ct cic nha tho va nha nguyén moi,
trog giip mat ) cong doan Kitd hiru, hd tro kinh phi cho cac hoat
dong tu thién xa hoi, gido xr Lai Thiéu co diéu kién thuc hién cac
chtrc nang xa hdi cia mot ton gido. Linh myc chanh x@t m¢ truong
hoc danh cho tré em khuyét tat — truong Cam diéc Lai Thiéu; truong
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tu thuc tiéu, trung hoc Cong gido; 1ap cd nhi vién nuoi tré md coi.
Tuy nhién, tir sau khi thanh 1ap gido phan Pht Cuong (tach khoi gido
phan Sai Gon, nim 1965), Lai Thiéu mat vai trd trung tdm, thay vao
d6 trung tdm cta gido phan Phu Cuong duoc chuyén vé Gido xur
Chanh toa Pha Cuong./.

CHU THICH:

1 Pierre Joseph Georges Pigneau de Behaine 1a ngudi cai quan gido phan
Dang Trong va ca nha thd Lai Thiéu vi luc bay gio Lai Thiéu la trung tam
cua cd gido phan.

2 Buc thu Gagelin viét thang 12/1862. Trich Annales de L’association de la
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résidence de chefs missionnaire de la Basse-Cochinchine” trong Lucien
de Grammont (1863).
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Abstract

LAI THIEU PARISH: BINH DUONG CATHOLICISM’S
CENTER FOR MISSION AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES (1747-1965)

Nguyen Van Hiep, Tran Hanh Minh Phuong.
Thu Dau Mot University, Binh Duong
Along with the rigorous religious prohibition policy of the Nguyen
lords, the Trinh-Nguyen power struggle lasted for 45 years (1627—
1672), leaving the population of Thuan Quang not only materially but
also mentally destitute and forcing them to flee their hometown in
search of a new home. The first Catholic immigrants found Binh An
(now Binh Duong), a vast area with few inhabitants, the ideal place to
settle. In the first half of the 18th century, the first parish was founded
in Binh Duong, that was Lai Thieu parish, and in the 19th century, it
became the hub of the Cochinchine Diocese, housing the
Archbishop’s Palace and serving as a seminary for training
seminarians. It is based on parish documentary sources, diocesan
information sheets, missionaries’ research, and fieldwork data,
including in-depth interviews with priests and parishioners and
inscriptions at the Lai Thieu cemetery. This paper aims to present
information about the social context and birth of the parish; the
religious life of parishioners; the central role of the parish for the
Cochinchine diocese; the role of transmitting faith; and the role of
educating disabled children and nurturing orphans. The article also
clarifies more about Binh Duong Catholicism’s history and social
function between 1747 and 1965.
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