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THANH HOANG TRONG VAN HOA VIET VA NEAK TA
TRONG VAN HOA KHMER TU GOC NHIN POI SANH

Tém tit: Tho cung Thanh hoang trong vin héa Viét va Neak Ta
trong van héa Khmer la nhitng tin nguong dan gian quan trong
va phé bién nhdt ¢ hai céng dong. Cac nghi Ié tho ciing Thanh
hoang 1a nghi 1€ céng dong ¢ quy md Ién nhdt ciia nguoi Viét,
trong khi do, cdc nghi 1é tho ciing Neak Ta duwroc thyc hanh réng
rdi nhdt trong sé cdc tin nguwéng dan gian ciua cong dong nguoi
Khmer. Pat mét géc nhin doi sanh giita tin nguwéng tho Thanh
hoang trong van hoa cua nguoi Viét va tin nguong tho Neak Ta
trong vin héa Khmer, théng qua vai tro la vi than bao tro céng
dong, bai viét nham 1am rd nhitng nét tirong dong va khac biét
giira hai logi tin nguwéng nay, qua do, tim hiéu sw tiwong dong va
da dang trong van héa téc nguoi ¢ Viét Nam trén co tang van
héa chau A dwoc hinh thanh trong qud trinh giao thoa vin héa
giira Cac cong dong trong khu viec.

Tir khoa: Than lang, Thanh hoang Viét, Neak Ta Khmer, than
bao tro, nghién cizu so sanh.

Pit van dé

Thanh hoang trong van hoa Viét va Neak Ta trong van hoa Khmer
la nhitng vi than bao tro cho sy hoa binh, 4m no, hanh phtc cua mot
dia vuc, lang x4, thon ap. Tin ngudng tho cing Thanh hoang va Neak
Ta gan véi truyén thdng tho cing cac vi than bao trg trong vin hoa
cua nhiéu cong ddng toc nguoi ¢ Viét Nam va trén thé gigi. Khi tim
hiéu vé céc vi than nay, dac biét, tir goc nhin so sanh, ching ta c6 thé
nhan thay nhimg nét tuong ddng tha vi vé mat khai niém va sy da
dang, phong pht trong céac hinh thac thyc hanh?,
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C6 thé thdy Thanh hoang da duoc nhiéu hoc gia danh sy quan tam,
thé hién ¢ cac cong trinh, chuyén khao phong phi. Nghién ciu Thanh
hoang cua nguoi Viét co thé tim thiy tir nhitng nghién ctu, Iy luan vé
van hoa tin ngudng trén nén tang co s& vian hoéa Viét Nam nhu Phan
K& Binh [1915; 2006], Pao Duy Anh [1938; 2002], Nguyén Tir Chi
[1984, 2003], Pinh Gia Khanh [1993], Tran Quéc Vuong [2003], Ta
Chi Pai Truong [2006],... Mot sé ¢ong trinh quan tdm nghién cau
Thanh hoang trén co s& phan tich gia tri triét hoc va dao 1y nhu Tran
Piang Sinh [chu bién, 2017], Nguyén Thi Tho [chu bién, 2017]. Bén
canh dé, nhitng nghién ctu vé van hoa dan gian lang, vé ngdi dinh
trong van hoa lang xa... it nhiéu co dé cap t6i tuc thd clng Thanh
hoang rat phong phu. Trong giai doan gan day, ngay cang nhiéu cac
nghién ctu mang tinh chuyén khao vé cac dic diém cua tin ngudng
thd Thanh hoang lang ¢ Viét Nam, hoic cu thé hon 13 dic trung cta
tin ngudng thd Thanh hoang & mot ngdi dinh, mot lang qué, cé the ké
tén nhu Nguyén Van Huyén [1938], Nguyén Duy Hinh [1996], b Thi
Hao [cha bién, 2020], Pang Thé Pai [2001], Pinh Khic Thuan
[2014], Nguyén Minh Tuong [2013], Hoang Vin Chung va Vii Thanh
Bang [ddng chu bién, 2024],...

So véi cac nghién ciu vé Thanh hoang thi Neak Ta trong vin hoa
Khmer it duoc nghién ctru hon, mac du duoc coi 1a vi than bao tro
quan trong trong doi séng vin héa cia cong dong. Vi than nay chu
yéu dugc dé cap toi trong cac nghién ciu tong hop vé vian hoa Khmer
Nam B9, nhu Chau Pat Quan (ban dich cia Lé Huong) [1973], Lé
Huong [1974; 1969], Vién Vin hoa [1987], tap hop chuyén ké vé 18
hoi Khmer caa So-ry-a [1988], hodc cac suu tap van hoc dan gian vé
truyén ¢, tich xua ctua ngudi Khmer trong cac c¢ong trinh cua Huynh
Ngoc Trang va nhom tac gia [1983], Tién Van Triéu [2011]. Trong
nhitng ndm gan day, mot s6 tac gia da bat dau quan tdm nghién ciu vé
Neak Ta trong mdt nghién ctu riéng nhu Phan Anh Tu [2021],
Nguyén Van Luom [2013], LAm Quang Vinh [2010]... Sé luong
nghién ctu vé Neak Ta trong vin héa Khmer ¢ Viét Nam tuy chua
nhiéu nhung c6 thé thiy d6 1a nhimg tu liéu rat hiru ich, cung cap mot
birc tranh da dang vé mot loai hinh tin ngudng ddc trung cua cong
dd6ng Khmer.
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Mot s6 nghién ctiu tién hanh so sanh tin ngudng thd Thanh hoang
véi mot loai hinh tin ngudng khac, nhu Trinh Cao Tuong [2005] so
sanh tin ngudng thd Thanh hoang ¢ Viét Nam va Shinto ¢ Nhat Ban,
Vii Hong Van [2019] so sanh Thanh hoang & Trung Quéc va Thanh
hoang lang ¢ Viét Nam, budc dau cho thdy sy quan tdm téi hudng
nghién ciru so sanh va cac ddi twong nghién ciu ma bai viét nay dang
quan tam.

Nhin chung, c&c nghién ctru néu trén da cung cap co sé quan trong
vé mit Iy luan va tu liéu thyc tién vé tin ngudng Thanh hoang va Neak
Ta cho c4c nghién ctru di sau. Tuy nhién, c6 thé nhan thay, van con
thiéu vang cac nghién ctru so sanh tin ngudng, ton gido, dic biét 1a so
sanh Thanh hoang cta ngudi Viét véi mot sb tin ngudng tho than bao
tro trong van hoa cia cac toc ngudi khac cling sinh séng trén dai dat
Viét Nam.

C6 thé ndi, Thanh hoang trong vin héa Viét va Neak Ta trong vin
hoa Khmer 1a nhiing vi than bao trg, dong vai trd quan trong trong doi
séng cua cong dong. Su khac biét trong béi canh lich st van hoa va tin
ngudng cuta hai toc nguoi ndy di tao ra nhitng dic diém riéng co lién
quan dén tién trinh giao thoa vin héa giita C4C nén van héa chau A.
Nhan thdy day 1a huéng nghién ciu khé thd vi ma hau nhu chwa duoc
quan tam nghién ctu, bai viét nay s& dong gop mot nghién cau lién
nganh va so sanh cac d6i twong nay nham lam sang to sy giao thoa va
kh&c biét khong chi gitra hai toc ngudi co dong dan cu ¢ Viét Nam, ma
con ¢6 thé 1a co s¢ d6i sanh vai cac vi than bao trg trong van hoa tin
ngudng ¢ chau A & cac nén van hoa khac. Bai viét ké thira céc két qua
nghién ciu vé Thanh hoang va Neak Ta da dugc céc nha nghién ctu di
trude thyuc hién, két hop véi két qua ghi chép tir qua trinh quan sat tham
gia trong nhitng nam gan déy, thong qua cac chuyén nghién cau thyc
dia rai rac tir nim 2016 cho dén nay, tai Nam Bo.

1. Vai tro caa c4c vi than bio trg trong vin hoéa tin nguéng &
chau A

Trong vin héa tin ngudng & chau A, cac vi than bao tro dong vai tro
quan trong ddi véi tin ngudng ban dia caa nhiéu toc nguoi. Tim hiéu
cac vi than nay khong chi co ¥ nghia sau sic d6i voi doi sdng vin hoa,
tin ngudng cua cac cong déng, ma con gidp ching ta khai thac cac yéu
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t6 vin hoa ban dia ndm siu dudi cac 16p vin hoa méi d&én tir An D9,
Trung Hoa va phuong Tay. Trén hét, nhitng vi than ndy chinh la céac
thuc thé linh thiéng bao vé, che chd cho c4 nhan, gia dinh, lang x3, dai
dién cho céc gi tri van hoa, dao dtrc va cac nguyén tic tinh than & mdi
nén vin hoa. Trong nghién ctru cua ching toi, vai trd cua cac vi than
bao tro trong tin ngudng chau A thé hién rd & mot sb khia canh nhu bao
vé cong dong va ca nhan, 1a biéu twong cua than quyén, ting cuong su
gan két xa hoi va gia dinh, mang dén sy thinh vugng cho cong dong, la
biéu twong cua niém tin mang tinh cong dong, 1a nhan vat lién quan dén
qua trinh khai pha va phét trién ving dat méi, v.v...

Nhin chung, c&c vi than bao trg thuong duoc coi la nhiing thuc thé
thiéng liéng c6 sitc manh bao vé con ngudi khoi nhitng diéu xau xa,
tai hoa va bénh tat. O nhiéu nuéc chau A, nhu Viét Nam, Trung Quéc,
An D6 va Nhat Ban,... nguoi dan thudng thd ciing than bao tro dé xin
duoc binh an, sic khée va tranh khoi thién tai hay nhirng anh huong
xau. Cé4c vi than bao tro thudng tuong trung cho quyén lyc, trat ty va
su cdng bang. Ho 1a nhitng nguoi bao vé luat phép, trat ty xa hoi va
cac nguyén tic dao dirc. Bidu nay thé hién trong viéc cac than bao trg
thuong duoc lién két véi cac yéu té chinh tri, quan su.

Tho cling than bao trg gitp cang cé su doan két trong cong dong va
gia dinh. O c&c nén vin héa chau A, cac vi than bao tro khdng chi bao
vé ca nhan ma con la nhiing thuc thé thiéng liéng gan két cac thanh
vién trong mot gia dinh hodc cong dong lai véi nhau. Chang han nhu &
Han Qudc va Nhat Ban, nhiéu gia dinh c6 cac ban thd nho dé tho clng
cac vi than bao trg gia dinh, nham duy tri sy binh an, thinh vuong va
hanh phuc cho cac thé hé. Theo ngudi dan & cac qubc gia nay, cac vi
than bao trg con duoc tin 12 s& mang dén sy giau c6, mia mang boi
thu, va phat trién kinh té cho cong dong.

Trong nén kinh t& ndng nghiép truyén théng cua nhidu nudc chau
A, tho cling céac than bao tro ndng nghiép 1a mot phan quan trong
trong tin ngudng. Viéc thd cing cac vi than bao trg thuong dién ra tai
cac dén tho va cac khdng gian thiéng cia cong dong. Nhimg ngéi dén
va I& hoi lién quan dén cac vi than bao tro dong vai tro quan trong
trong viéc duy tri va truyén béa céc gia tri van hoa, truyén thong va ban
sic. Trong qua trinh giao luu v&i C4C nén van hoa bén ngoai, dac biét
la Trung Hoa va An Do, c4c vi than bao trg ¢ nhitng bién doi tuong
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(ing voi qua trinh giao luu vin hoa da dién ra, trong d6, Thanh hoang
va Neak Ta chinh I1a nhitng vi du tiéu biéu.

O chau A, trong lich sir nhilng ving dit méi khai pha, dac biét 1a
khu vuc DPong Nam A, cac vi than bao trg duoc tho cung dé bao vé
nguoi dan khoi thién tai, thu dir va cac kho khan trong qua trinh sinh
séng va lap nghiép ma Neak Ta trong vin héa Khmer 13 mot trong
nhitng dang nay. Twong tu nhu vay, trong qua trinh nam tién, cac vi
Thanh hoang mai cua nguoi Viét & Nam Bo duoc tho cing nhu nhitng
vi than bao tro cho sy 6n dinh, gitip d& dan lang vuot qua céc thir thach
trong viéc lap lang, khai hoang dat dai, tao nén su khac biét rd nét vai
cac vi Thanh hoang & mién Bac 12 mot dang than bao tro cho cu dan cac
lang x4 c6 doi séng 4m no, tril phu, tranh khoi dich bénh, thién tai.

Cu dan ¢ cac nudc trong khu vuc chau A ciing ton thd nhiéu vi
than bao tro rat phong phi, da dang. Nhat Ban c6 Kami trong dao
Shinto véi vai trd bao vé cac gia dinh, cong dong va tham chi 1 toan
bo qudc gia. Mdi ving hoic dia phuong co vi Kami riéng gan véi
nhitng 1€ hoi danh dé ton vinh va cau mong su bao tro caa vi than nay
[Delmer M. Brown, 1993]. G An D9, trong sé hé thong than linh dd s6
ctia Hindu gido, c6 thé dé cap mot sé truong hop than bao tro dugc
thd cling rong rdi nham muc dich bao vé cong dong tranh khoi cac thé
lyc xau xa va nhimg kho khan trong cudc séng, nhu bo ba Trimurti
(Brahma, Shiva, Vishnu) va céc nir than phdi ngau caa ho, hay than
Ksetrapala bao tro dat dai va san xuat ndng nghiép [Margaret Stutley,
2003]. Quan Cong (Quan Vii) ciing duoc nhiéu cong dong cu dan &
Trung Quéc tho cang nhu mot vi than biéu tugng cua long trung
thanh, chinh nghia va bao vé cong 1y, ong dugc ton vinh 1a vi than bao
trg cho quan doi, quan chuc va doanh nhan [Prasenjit Duara, 1988]. O
Han Qudc, nhiéu vi than shaman dugc coi 1a nhiing vi than bao vé trat
tu x4 hoi, cac nguyén tic dao dic va truyén théng cua cong dong
[James Huntley Grayson, 2002]. Nguoi dan Théi Lan tho than Phra
Phrom (duoc cho 1a mot hau than caa than Brahma trong Hindu gido),
duoc thd cling rong rdi nhu vi than bao ho cho cac ngdi dén, nha cta
va doanh nghiép [Jaruwat Janphosri, 2006]. O Bali, Indonesia, than
Dewi Sri dugc thd nhu than bao trg cua lda gao va su phi nhiéu, dong
vai tro quan trong trong van hoa nong nghiép [Suparwa, | N. va cac
cong su, 2023]. Pi kém véi tin ngudng, su thd phung céc vi than bao
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trg trong vin hoa tin ngudng chau A thudng duoc gan véi cac 18 hoi
cua dia phuong.

C6 thé n6i, cac vi than bao trg trong van héa tin ngudng chau A c6
vai tro hét sire da dang, tir bao vé c& nhan va cong dong, duy tri trat ty
x4 hoi, dén mang lai thinh vuong kinh té va gan két xa hoi. Ho 1a biéu
tugng cua sy binh an, niém tin va gia tri dao duc, dong vai tro quan
trong trong viéc hinh thanh va duy tri céc gia tri van hoa truyén thong
cia cac cong dong & nhiéu toc ngudi trén khip chau A. Tim hiéu
Thanh hoang trong van hoéa ctia nguoi Viét va Neak Ta trong van hoa
Khmer s& gilp chdng ta c6 thé hinh dung ra mot sé nét dién mao
chung caa doi séng tin ngudng ban dia & chau A.

2. Tir Than lang dén Thanh hoang trong vin héa ciia nguoi
Vit

Trong van héa ciia nguoi Viét, Than lang va Thanh hoang Ia nhiing
khéi niém quan trong lién quan dén doi séng tin ngudng cia cong
dong lang xa. Hé thong tho cing Thanh hoang da gép phan tao nén
mot phan quan trong trong vin hoa truyén théng cua ngudi Viét, dic
biét 1a trong méi quan hé véi t6 chuc xa hoi va su bao ho doi song
cong dong. Vay Than lang 1a ai? C6 tir khi nao? Than lang c6 lién
quan gi dén Thanh hoang hay khéng? Theo nghién ciru caa ching toi
dén thoi diém hién tai, c6 thé tra 161 mot cach tom luge nhu sau: Than
lang ban dau la cac vi than bao ho cua lang, xuat phat tir tin ngudng da
than, noi nguoi dan thd clng cc than linh ty nhién nhu than séng,
than nui, than dat, hoac cac linh hon t6 tién, anh hing dan toc, nhitng
ngudi ¢ cong lao xay dung va bao vé lang. Nhiing vi than nay c6 thé
c6 mdi lién hé chat ch& voi cudc séng hang ngay cua nguoi dan, bao
vé ho khoi cac tai wong, thién tai va bénh tat. N6i cach khac, Than
lang 1a vi than dan gian ban dia ciia nguoi Viét cling nhu nhiéu toc
ngudi khac & Viét Nam va la mot trong nhitng vi than dic trung cta
vin hoa ban dia Pong Nam A.

Theo tac gia Pinh Khic Thuan, Thanh hoang la tén goi c6 ngudn
g6cC tir van hoa Trung Hoa, “chi vi than bao ho, nhung bao ho noi do
hoi va thanh tri, boi vi ‘thanh’ 1a thanh 1ty va ‘hoang’ 1a hao sau bao
boc thanh liy. Con Thanh hoang ¢ Viét Nam la Thanh hoang lang,
than bao ho cua lang x6m, thudng gan véi ngdi dinh. Thanh hoang &
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Trung Qudc c6 tir rat xa xua, nhung van dé thoi diém du nhap va tro
thanh hinh thtc thd cing ¢ Viét Nam thi dang con nhiing kién giai
khac nhau. Trong d6 c6 hai méc thoi gian dugc gia dinh: mét la vao
cudi thé ky XIII hoic dau thé ky XIV, khi Nho gido bat dau thinh
hanh & Viét Nam; hai 1a vao thé ky XV, khi Nho gi4o phét trién manh
mé trong pham vi ca nu6ce” [Pinh Khic Thuén, 2014].

Theo tac gia Nguyén Duy Hinh, than lang 13 “vi thin dwoc tho &
lang. Mdi lang khong chi tho mét vi than, ma nhiéu than (...) Thanh
hoang 12 mot trong nhiing vi than lang dugc vua phong tude vuong, dai
dién cho vua ding dau chu than trong lang...” [Nguyén Duy Hinh,
2004: 56]. Té4c gia Binh Hong Hai thi cho rang, Than lang chinh 1a vi
than quan trong nhat cia mdi lang “khi chua chiu sy chi phdi cua chinh
quyén, 1a vi than riéng biét cia mdi lang ma ching ta c6 thé goi chung
la Than lang. Khi chinh quyén phong kién mudn thau tém than quyén
vé tay minh, ho da loai dan cé&c vi Than lang noi trén va thay vao d6 cac
vi thién than va nhan than (co tinh “cung dinh” hon cac vi Than lang
dan gian). Cac vi nay sau d6 déu duoc goi 12 Thanh hoang cua lang ma
khong goi la Than lang (phai chiang vi tén goi Thanh hoang c6 vé cao
sang hon?). Didu ndy s& gilp ching ta bc tach cac yéu té Trung Hoa
trong tin ngudng lang xd dé khang dinh dic tinh vin héa cua nguoi
Viét. Xa hon, su nhin nhan lai vi tri cia Than lang trong vin héa Viét
Nam s& giai ma “nghi van lich st” vé ly lich cua céc vi than duoc vua
quan nha Hau L& “sang tic ra” qua vo sd than pha, than tich. Viéc
khang dinh sy ton tai cua cac vi Than lang Viét Nam ciing 1a mot cach
khang dinh ban sic vin hoa clia ngudi Viét ting ton tai tir 1au doi trong
lich sir va van dang ton tai mot cach séng dong trong doi song nguoi
dan Viét Nam ngay hom nay” [Dinh Hong Hai, 2015: 44-45].

Nhu vay, dua vao kién giai cua céc tac gia trén, ching ta c6 thé
nhan dinh, Than lang 14 mot trong céc vi than thudc tin ngudng dan
gian cua nguoi Viét, di hinh thanh va ton tai trong vin héa Viét Nam
tir xa xua. Thanh hoang 1a mot hinh thirc tin ngudng phat trién sau, c6
co s tir Than lang, nhung duoc sy cdng nhan rd rét hon, ¢o tinh chinh
thdng hon trong co cdu hanh chinh nha nudc phong kién bang cac sic
phong cua triéu dinh. Thong thuong, dua trén cac sic phong, cac vi
than Thanh hoang con dugc xép hang: Thuong dang than, Trung dang
than hay Ha dang than. Trong vai trd vi than bao ho cua ca lang,
Thanh hoang duoc nha nudc phong kién sic phong béi ho 1a nhiing
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nhan vat huyén thoai hoic lich sir ¢6 cong 16n véi dat nuéc hoic lang
xd. Piéu nay danh dau mot budc chuyén tir tin ngudng dan gian sang
viéc thd cang dugc td chic va chinh thdng héa béi triéu dinh.

Theo c4c nghién ctu ciia Nguyén Vin Huyén, Ngd Duc Thinh,
Thanh hoang thuong dugc chia thanh hai loai chinh: Thanh hoang
thién nhién (nhién than) gom cac vi than tu nhién nhu than dit, than
song, nui duoc tho nhu 13 cac vi than bao vé lang; Thanh hoang la
nhan than gém cac nhan vat lich str, anh hiing dan toc, cc vi tudng da
c6 cdng trang véi lang, hoic nhimg nguoi ¢6 tim 1ong d6 luong, ctu
gitp dan lang trong nhiing thoi ky kho khin [Nguyén Vin Huyén,
1995; Ngo Bac Thinh, 2002].

Tim hiéu Thanh hoang trong vin hoéa Viét c6 thé tiép can tir nhiéu
phuong dién nhu phong tuc, tap quan cong dong; 1€ hoi; tin ngudng, ton
gi4o (thdng qua niém tin va cac hinh thic thuc hanh); dao dac x4 hoi, di
san van hoa, v.v. Trong doi séng vin hoa ciia nguoi Viét, Thanh hoang
dong vai tro nhu mét biéu tugng trung thm bao vé lang x4, gilp cang ¢b
su doan két trong cong dong lang. Bé ton vinh vi Thanh hoang cia minh,
nguoi dan & cac lang thuong t6 chac nghi 18, 18 hoi gan véi ngay sinh,
ngay mat caa vi Thanh hoang. Cac nghi I8 thuong duoc to chic hang
nam tai cac dinh lang, 13 dip dé cong dong lang thé hién long biét on va
cau mong su binh an, thinh vuong. L& hoi lubn gin lién voi cac hoat
dong van hoa truyén théng nhu cac trd choi dan gian, hat d6i dap, cac
cudc thi thé thao, tao nén khdng gian cong dong giao luu, gan két
[Nguyén Vian Huyén, 1995; Thach Phuong — Lé Trung Vi, 2015]. O
phuong dién tin ngudng, ton gi4o, ¢ thé nhan thay mot sé dic diém noi
bat ciia niém tin va thuc hanh tho cing Thanh hoang, d6 1a xuat phat tir
niém tin ctia ngudi dan vao sy ton tai cia mot hay nhiéu vi than Thanh
hoang c6 cong ning bao hd cho ngdi lang va cong dong cu dan; hé théng
Thanh hoang da dang, phan anh tdm thirc da than trong vin hoa dan gian
cta ngudi Viét; ¢ thé nhidu vi than Thanh hoang duoc tho trong cling
mot di tich tin ngudng hoic mét vi Thanh hoang lai duoc tho ¢ nhiéu dia
phuong. Vi tri tho Thanh hoang 1a cac ngdi dinh hodc miéu duoc dit & vi
tri duoc lya chon ki ludng vé mat phong thiy hodc gan véi hanh trang
cta vi Thanh hoang [Vii Thanh Bang, 2021]. Trong thuc hanh thd cling
Thanh hoang cia ngudi Viét, phd bién nhat 1a cac nghi 18 mang tinh phon
thuc, nghi 18 ndng nghiép hozc cau mia mang boi thu. Bén canh cac nghi
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& tho cling trong chinh dién, nghi 1& rudc kiéu, rude nudc,... con b cic
nghi thac md phong hoat dong ndng nghiép nhu cay rudng, gieo hat, cac
trd choi dan gian nhu dua thuyén, kéo co, dau vat, lam phéo dat v.v, 1a
nhitng hoat dong mang tinh 4n du cao, mang ¥ nghia t6n vinh va khudy
déng/ danh thiic c&c vi than Thanh hoang Céc nghi 1& va nghi thic nay
biéu trung cho su chuyén giao suc song glua con nguoi va thién nhién,
hai hoa cac yéu to am duong, v6i wéc vong vé mot ndm mai binh an va
thinh vurgng [Pham Thi Thuy Chung, 2014, 2017].

Tin ngudng tho Thanh hoang c6 su phét trién manh mé trong thoi
ky quéan chii phong kién, dac biét dudi thoi Lé va Nguyén. Céc vi vua
thuong ban sic phong Thanh hoang cho céc vi than bao ho lang,
khang dinh su hién dién caa quyén lyc nha nuéc dén ting cong dong
lang xa. D1eu nay gidp thiét 1ap mot méi quan hé gitra vuong quyen
Vi than quyén, gitra trung uwong va dia phuong, tao ra mot md hinh té
chtc 1ang xa 6n dinh dudi quyén bao ho caa ca nha nudc va cac vi
than. Trong vin héa nguoi Viét, Thanh hoang khong chi 1a mét biéu
tugng tin ngudng dac sic ma con 1a mot phan khong thé thiéu caa hé
thdng t6 chirc x& hoi truyén thong.

Sy khéc biét gitra Thanh hoang Bic Bo va Thanh hoang Nam Bo
trong van hoa ctia nguoi Viét phan anh nhimg dic diém riéng biét vé lich
sir, dia Iy va van héa ctia hai viing mién. DU cling chia sé tin ngudng tho
Thanh hoang, nhung viéc thd cing va vai tro caa Thanh hoang ¢ hai khu
vuc ndy ¢ nhimg diém khac nhau rd rét do bdi canh lich sir va su phét
trién x& hoi dic thi. Mac du cing chung nguén géc tir tin ngudng tho
than bao ho lang xa, nhung Thanh hoang Bic Bo va Thanh hoang Nam
Bo khac nhau ca vé danh tinh, cach thirc tho cing va vai tro trong doi
séng van hoa cua cong dong. Nhing khac biét ndy xuat phét tir bbi canh
lich str, x4 hoi, va dic diém dia ly riéng biét cua hai ving, tao nén mot
birc tranh phong phi vé tin ngudng thd Thanh hoang trong van hoa Viét
Nam. Tir goc nhin ddi sanh, ching t6i 1ap bang dudi day dé thuan tién
cho viéc nhin nhan nhitng diém khac biét gitta Thanh hoang cia ngudi
Viét & khu vuc Bic B va Nam Ba.

Bang 1. Mot s6 diém khéc biét gitta Thanh hoang Bic Bo va Thanh hoang Nam Bo

STT Van dé déi Thanh hoang Biic By Thanh hoang Nam Bj
sanh

Lich sir hinh | Bac Bo la vung dat co lich sir | Nam B9, nguoc lai, Ia ving dat méi,
1 thanh va phat | 1au doi, la cai ndi cua nén van | chi dugc khai phé va dinh cu manh
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trién

minh séng Hong, noi hé théng
lang x& va tin nguong tho
Thanh hoang d4 phat trién tir rat
s6m, gan lién vé6i nén tang coa
nha nude phong kién Viét Nam.

mé tir thé ky XVII trg di. Tin ngudng
tho Thanh hoang & Nam B¢ chiu
anh huong tir Bic Bo nhung cé su
thich nghi va bién dbi theo béi canh
cua vling dat mai.

Nguon gbc va
danh tinh Thanh
hoang

Thanh hoang Béc Bo thuong la
cac nhan vat lich str, cac vi anh
hung, tudng linh c6 cdng lon
trong cac cudc khang chién
chéng ngoai xam, hoic I3
nhitng nguoi ¢4 cong lap lang
tr thoi xa xua. Vi dy, nhiéu
Thanh hoang & Béc Bo 1a cac
twong thoi Ly, Tran, Lé nhu
Pham Ngi L&o, Binh Bo Linh,
Trin Hung Dao, hoic cac vi
thin linh thiéng nhu Thanh
Giong, Mau Liéu Hanh. Thanh
hoang & Béc Bo thuong duoc
séc phong chinh thirc tir triéu
dinh phong kién.

Do qua trinh khai pha dat moi,
Thanh hoang ¢ Nam B¢ thuong la
cac nhan vat c6 cong khai hoang,
lap 4p, xay dung lang x6m, hoic 4
nhitng nguoi bao vé dan lang khoi
giac cudp va thu dit. Nhitng Thanh
hoang nay cé thé 1a nhiing nguoi
dén dia phuong duoc ton vinh sau
khi qua doi. Vi du, Thanh hoang Lé
Van Duyét vén mot twdng nha
Nguyén, duoc the phung rong rai &
Nam B6.

Hinh
cung

thiac  tho

Viéc tho cung Thanh hoang &
Béc Bo dién ra cha yéu trong
cac dinh lang, noi dugc xay
dung cong phu, cb kinh va
mang nhiéu dau 4n cua kién
tric truyén thong Viet Nam. L&
hoi Thanh hoang & Bic Bo
thuong rat quy mod va c6 nhidu
nghi 1& trang trong, phan anh su
gan két gitra cong dong lang va
vi than bao ho. Cac I& hgi 16n
thuong bao gdm cac hoat dong
té 18, rudc kidu, va cac tro choi
déan gian.

O Nam Bg, cé4c dinh lang ciing 12
noi thd Thanh hoang, nhung kién
tric va quy mé dinh lang Nam Bo
thuong don gian hon so vai Bic
Bo, do diéu kién lich str va hoan
canh kinh té. L& hoi Thanh hoang ¢
Nam Bo thudng mang tinh chat dan
da, gan gtii hon va chiu anh huéng
tr tin ngudng dia phuong nhu dao
Miu, dao Cao Pai, hay cac tin
ngudng dan gian ban dia.

Vai trd0 cua
Thanh hoang
trong doi séng
cong dong

Thanh hoang & Bic Bo khong
chi 13 vi than béo trg ma con
déng vai trd quan trong trong
viéc cang cb trat tw x& hoi, 1a
biéu tuong quyén luc, bao ho
su thinh vuong cua ca lang xa.
Su sic phong tir tridu dinh
phong kién cang tang thém uy
tin va tinh chinh théng cho viéc
tho cting Thanh hoang & Bic
Bo, gitp tao ra mot co ché lién
két gitra lang xa va trung wong.

Thanh hoang & Nam B¢ thuong
duoc coi nhu cac vi thin bao trg
cho qua trinh sinh séng va phat trién
& vling dit moi. Vai tro cua ho
thuong gén lién véi viee bao vé dan
lang khoi thién tai, thu dir va giac
cudp, phan anh mot mdi truong
sbng khéc nghiét va con dang phat
trién. Tin ngudng tho Thanh hoang
& Nam B mang tinh linh hoat, dé
thich nghi va it chiu anh hudng
nang né tir cac quy chudn chinh
théng cua triéu dinh.

Tinh da dang va
anh hudng van
hoa

Tin ngudng Thanh hoang & Bic
Bo thuong mang tinh ddng nhét
cao, it bi pha tron véi cac tin
ngudng khac, bai day la trung
tdm van hda va chinh tri cua

Do tiép nhan anh huéng tir nhidu
nhém ngudi di cu khac nhau (nguoi
Khmer, Hoa, Cham, va nhiing
nguoi Viét tir mién Trung, Béc di cu
vao), tin ngudng tha Thanh hoang
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lang xa thudc hé théng cua ca | & Nam B co su pha tron manh mé
nudéc trong nhidu thé ky. gitra nhiéu yéu t6 van hoa va tin
ngudng dia phuong. Thanh hoang
& Nam B¢ thuong cé vai tro linh
hoat hon va dé hoa nhap véi cac tin
ngudng dén gian khéc.

3. Neak Ta trong van héa cia nguwoi Khmer

Tho cing Neak Ta la mot nét van héa tin ngudng dac trung, co
truyén thong 1au doi cta ngudi Khmer & Viét Nam va trén thé gioi.
Trong tiéng Khmer, ‘Neak’ 1a danh tir chi ngudi néi chung, cé thé
duoc dung nhu mot tién té trong mot tir ghép dé chi su cung kinh;
“Ta’ chi nguoi dan ong hoic cac nam than, linh hon ngudi nam duoc
thd cing trong cac miéu. Nghia cua tir Neak Ta c6 thé hiéu 1a tén goi
ctia mot vi nam than duoc cung kinh ton tho. Bén canh tén goi Neak
Ta, vi than ndy con c6 mot sé tén goi khac nhu Louk Ta, Ong Ta,
Anak ta, déu c6 ham nghia tuong ty nhu trén?.

Trong van hoéa tin ngudng cua nguoi Khmer, Neak Ta dam nhiém
nhiéu chirc nang nhu bao vé khong gian sinh song, dam bao mua
thuan gi6 hoa (ludn gan véi mot khu vuc cu thé); bao vé doi sbng
cong dong (ho ménh); mang lai phic lanh, sicc khoe, su giau co, hoic
dap tng nhitng mong mudn da dang cua ngudi dan; bao vé cac tiéu
chuan dao duc cong dong (bénh vuc ngudi tot, tring phat ké xau, hoa
giai mau thuan trong cong ddng,...); chim soc stc khoe, chira lanh
cac bénh thé chat va tam than bang nghi 18 va cac phuong phap truyén
théng;... V4i nhitng chic ning da dang nhu vay, Neak Ta ludn c6 vi
tri quan trong hang dau trong doi sdng tin ngudng dan gian cua cong
doéng Khmer, duoc thinh moi trong nhitng nghi I& quan trong nhat cua
ngudi dan nhu cac nghi 1& chuyén tiép trong vong doi (sinh no, két
hon, tang 18), cac 12 tiét ndng nghiép (Chol Chnam Thmay, Ook Om
Bok,...), ngudi dan ciing thuong kéu cau Neak Ta mdi khi gap kho
khan, tric tro hodc bién cb trong doi séng, cau ty, cau mua may béan
dat, cau thuong 16 binh an... [Harris, lan, 2008].

Duya theo tén goi va chiic ning cu thé, ¢ thé nhan thiy trong sé céc
Neak Ta c6 cac vi than lién quan téi hién tuong tu nhién, c6 tén goi
gan véi mot don vi dia ly (séng, nai, ring, ruong, ray, dam...), hay tén
ciia mot loai cay c6 thu gan bé véi khong gian séng caa ngudi Khmer
(cAy trém, bd dé, me...). Boi chirc ning cua Neak Ta gan b6 manh mé
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Véi stitcc manh thién nhién nén hinh thic biéu hién cua vi than nay ciing
mang tinh tu nhién dién hinh, c6 thé bat gap rat phd bién trén céc ban
tho Neak Ta 1a cac hon dé tu nhién tron nhin vai nhiéu hinh thu khac
nhau®. [Phan Anh T0, 2021] M6t s6 Neak Ta mang tén goi gan véi dia
danh chua, xom... dugc coi 1a nhitng vi Neak Ta ¢ quyén luc cao.
Bén canh do, ciing c6 cac vi Neak Ta mang dic diém cuaa ngudi (linh
hon td tién), cac vi than va cac anh hing trong than thoai... Tuy nhién,
van con hiém gap cac birc twong hay hinh anh cac vi Neak Ta mang
hinh déang con nguoi.

Miéu thd Neak Ta thudng dugc dat trén mot go cao réo, dudi goc
cay co thu, ven duong vao phum, séc hay ven rudng, ven ring. Miéu
duoc dyng don so, d6i khi chi 1a nhitng chiéc choi nho, bang tre, nta
hoic xay dung nhung khong kién cd. L& cling Neak Ta thuong 1a heo,
g4, chudi xiém, dira, com, mudi, dau dira, chi d, hoa qua, banh trai. ..
tuy diéu kién. Ba con trong cong dong dong goép bang hién vat hoic
tién dé sam sua I8 vat. Hang nam, cong dong ngudi Khmer ¢ phum
soc t6 churc 18 cung danh riéng cho Neak Ta vao diu mua mua
(khoang thang 4, thang 5 duong lich). Trong nghi thirc cling Neak Ta,
ngudi dan ciing c6 thé thinh cac vi su dén tung kinh cau nguyén, ké
dén 1 nguoi dai dién con dan trong phum séc bao cdo v6i than Neak
Ta tinh hinh san xuit vu mua ciia dan lang trong nim vira qua, dang
vat pham cing tra 18 6ng Ta va cau xin ong tiép tuc che chd, bao vé
dan lang khoe manh, phu ho cho ho san xuat vu mua sau dat hiéu qua
cao. Pay ciing 1a dip dé ngudi dan trong phum séc gip gd, thim hoi
strc khoe, trao d6i kinh nghiém san xuat ciing nhu cau cho mua thuan
gi6 hoa, mua mang tuoi tt, van vt sinh soi néy ng, phum soc am no,
hanh phuc.

Mic di noi tho cing va 18 vat dang cang Neak Ta rat don so, gian
di, nhung trong tim thic ctia ngudi Khmer, Neak Ta 13 vi than v
cung thiéng liéng va gin bé mat thiét v4i doi sdng con ngudi. Niém
tin cia nguoi dan d6i voi Neak Ta thé hién rd & tip quan mdi khi di
ngang qua miéu Neak Ta, ai ndy déu nga mii nén dé bay to long thanh
kinh. Theo nhan dinh cta céac tac giad trong Ngwoi Khmer tinh Cuu
Long [Vién Vian hoa, 1987] thi mic du véi rat nhiéu chirc ning da
dang, nhung Neak Ta c6 thé hiéu mot cach chung nhét 1a vi than bao
ho thiéng liéng cta cong dong.
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4. Mt sé diém twong ddng va khéc biét gita Thanh hoang va
Neak Ta

Mét sé diém twong dong

Sy tuong ddng cua tin ngudng tho cing Neak Ta va Thanh hoang
qua mot sé dic diém cua vi than bao tro thé hién nét dic trung trong
van hoa truyén thdng chau A, dong thoi phan anh dic trung vin hoa
truyén théng cua cac cong dong toc ngudi ¢ Viét Nam thé hién rd nét
& céc hinh thic tin ngudng ndng nghiép, bao gom thd cing than dat,
than lang. Bén canh d6, qua cac hinh thirc thuc hanh, mdi cong ddng
lai thé hién tap quan riéng biét, da dang gan véi ban sac va moi truong
van hoa.

San xuat ndng nghiép va qua trinh canh tac lda tir 1au da 1a yéu tb
chi phéi trong nhiéu khia canh ctia cudc séng cac cong dong toc nguoi
& Viét Nam, tir cach tu duy, lao dong san xuat dén tin ngudng, ton
gi40. Do san xuat ndng nghiép phu thudc vao mai truong tu nhién, cac
cong dong nhan thac rd tim quan trong cia viéc ton trong thién nhién.
Dé gin két mdi quan hé giita con nguoi va thién nhién, cac I& hoi nong
nghiép duoc coi 13 mot phuong tién giao tiép mang tinh biéu tugng
quan trong, truyén tai dén thé gisi than thanh hoic siéu nhién nhing
thong diép vé mong mudn cua con ngudi vé mot vu mua boi thu va
mét cudc séng thinh vuong, hanh phic. [Pham Thi Thay Chung,
2017]. Tin ngudng tho cing Thanh hoang ctia nguoi Viét va Neak Ta
ctia ngudi Khmer duoc hinh thanh va ton tai gan bo mat thiét vai nhu
cau hang dau cua ngudi dan 1a mong wéc mot cudc sdng 4m no, hanh
phlc. Ca Thanh hoang va Neak Ta déu c6 mdi lién két vi moi truong
ty nhién, dat dai, diéu hoa thoi tiét khi hau. Thanh hoang thuong bao
ho dét dai, mia mang cua lang x4, trong khi Neakta la nhitng than linh
bao vé dat dai, cac yéu t5 thién nhién nhu song, nui, cay ¢6 thu.

Trong vai trd vi than bao trg, Thanh hoang trong vin hoa Viét va
Neak Ta trong van hoa Khmer con bao vé cong doéng khoi tai wong,
bénh tat, va cac thé lec xau. Ca hai hé thdng tin ngudng déu coi trong
su hoa binh, thinh vuong cua thén ap, lang x4, dja phuong.

Xeét v& vai tro trong nghi I1& cong dong, ca hai vi than déu & vi tri
trung tdm cua nghi 1&. L& hoi ton vinh Thanh hoang va Neak Ta déu la
dip dé ca cong ddng tham gia dé thé hién su kinh trong va long biét on
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V6i cac vi than bao tro. Nhitng nghi 18 nay déu la sy kién quan trong
hang dau trong doi sdng tin ngudng va xa hoi cua cong déng. Ca Thanh
hoang va Neak Ta déu xuat phét tir tin ngudng dan gian, phan anh hé
thdng tin ngudng da than ban dia, dua trén niém tin cua cong dong vao
cac thé luc siéu nhién c6 kha nang bao vé va ban phudc cho con ngudi.
Nhitng nghi 1& nay thé hién médi quan hé chit ché giira con ngudi va
moi trueong ty nhién va mong mudn cia con ngudi V& mot cudc sdng
thinh vuong va hanh phtc. Trong nhiéu biéu hién khac nhau, nhitng
nghi 18 nay tuong trung cho sy no di phi nhiéu ciia mot cong dong lién
quan dén céc diéu Kién tu nhién nhu dat dai, dat, nguon cung cap nudc,

V.V., cling Véi udc vong vé mot cude séng binh an, hanh phc.
Mgt sé diém khac bigt
Bang 2. Mot s6 diém khac biét giira Thanh hoang va Neak Ta

STT | Van deé déi Thanh hoang Neak Ta
sanh

1| Ngudn gbc | Thanh hoang c6 ngudn géc tir cac | Neak Ta co ngudn gdc tir cac than
lich st va | nhan vatlich str, anh hiing dan toc, | linh ban dia, co thé 13 linh hdn cua
chirc nang hodc cac vi than dwoc nha nudc | nguoi chét, hodc cac thuc thé sidu

phong kién phong séc, c6 vai trd | nhién gén lién vai cac yéu té tu
quan trong trong viéc bao vé qudc | nhién nhu cay ¢b thy, nii non, séng
gia va lang x&. Thanh hoang duoc | sudi. Neak Ta thuong khong cé méi
hé thong hda va chinh thirc héa qua | lién hé chinh thac véi nha nude ma
cé4c tridu dai phong kién, phan anh | chu yéu Ia cac vi than cua lang, gin
mbi quan hé giita chinh quyén va | lién véi tin ngudng thd cing to tién
tin ngudng dan gian. va thién nhién.

2 Khéng gian | Thanh hoang thuong dugc thd | Neak Ta thuong dugc thd cing &
tho cung cling trong cac dinh lang, nhitng | cac miéu nho, hodc tham chi &

cong trinh kién tric quan trong, | ngodi troi, gin cac yéu t6 thién
khong chi 1a noi th cing ma con 13 | nhién nhu cay ¢ thu hodc da lon.
trung tdm van héa va xa hoi ciia | Khong gian tho cing cia Neak Ta
cong ddng. Dinh lang 1a biéu twong | don gian hon va gan gii hon véi
caa quyén luc va su théng nhat | thién nhién, khong co nhitng cong
trong lang x& Viét Nam. trinh kién tric Ion nhu dinh lang.

3 | Chic nang | Thanh hoang cé vai trd quan trong | Neak Ta chu yéu bao vé dat dai, mia
trong  ddi | trong viéc quyét dinh cac nghi thirc | mang va doi sdng hing ngay cua
séng  cong | clng bai va cac hoat dong xa hoi | nguoi dan, vai tro cia ho khdng gén
dong chinh thirc cia lang, thuong gén | lién vi cac hoat dong chinh tri hay x4

lién voi cac hoat dong chinh tri, x4 | hoi cip cao nhu Thanh hoang. L&
hoi. L& hoi Thanh hoang thuong | cling Neak Ta thudng mang tinh ca
duoc t& chirc v6i quy md I6n va cd | nhan hoic gia dinh nhidu hon, d van
sy tham gia cia toan bd cong | co nhiing I8 hoi 16n cua ca cong
dong. dong.

4 Sy phong | Céc vi Thanh hoang thuong dwoc | Neak Ta khong dwoc phong sic bai
sdc va chinh | triéu dinh phong sic, diéu nay phan | chinh quyén va khong c6 su kiém
thire héa anh sy chinh théng héa tin ngudng | soat tir nha nudc. Céc vi thin nay

thd cting Thanh hoang, c6 méi lién | tdn tai chu yéu trong tin ngudng dan
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hé véi hé thong quyen hec phong
kien va cd su kiém soat tir nha
nuéc.

gian va phégn anh su tu phat, tu
nhién caa niem tin dan gian Khmer.

5 | Nhiing bién
doi qua thoi
gian

Tin nguong tho Thanh hoang co
tinh 6n dinh cao va mang tinh chinh
théng, mic du c6 su thay dbi qua
céc tridu dai lich sir, Thanh hoang
van gitr vai tro la biéu twong cua
quyén lrc va su bao ho cho cong
dong, it bi thay ddi vé mat chuc
nang hay hinh thtrc.

Tin ngudng tho Neak Ta c6 tinh linh
hoat va d& bién ddi hon, phu thuoc
vao hoan canh xa hoi va mdi truong
tw nhién. Céc vi Neak Ta co thé thay
ddi vai trd hodc tim quan trong tlly
thuoc vao su phat trién cua cong
dong, va viéc tho cling Neak Ta
thwong dé thich nghi véi cac hoan

canh tin ngudng khac nhau.

Két luan

Thong qua d6i sanh tin ngudng thd Thanh hoang trong vian hoa
Viét va Neak Ta trong vin hoa Khmer, bai viét 1am rd mot sé diém
tuong ddng va khéac biét giira hai hé théng tin ngudng. Theo do, ca
Thanh hoang va Neak Ta déu dong vai trd bao tro va bao vé cong
ddng, phan &nh thé gioi quan va nhan sinh quan cua hai toc nguoi.
Tuy nhién, trong khi Thanh hoang gan lién véi cac yéu to lich sir va su
thira nhan cé tinh chinh théng tir nha nuéc phong kién Viét Nam,
Neak Ta lai c6 ngudn gdc tir tin ngudng dan gian cua nguodi Khmer,
mang tinh chat gan giii voi doi séng thién nhién va con ngudi binh
dan. Nhitng khac biét nay thé hién rd rét trong khdng gian tho cing,
chie ning x4 hoi, cling nhu mdi quan hé giira than linh va cong dong.
Tuy nhién, su tuong ddng vé vai tro bao vé, gan két cong dong, va cac
nghi thiic tho cling cho thdy mot su théng nhat trong nén tang vian hoa
tin ngudng clia CAC toc nguoi trong bdi canh van hoa chau A, bao gdom
ca Viét Nam va Khmer.

Qua trinh giao thoa vin hoa, dic biét 1a ¢ cac yéu té An Do hoa va
Hoa hoa, dd gdp phan dinh hinh nén dic diém riéng biét cua tin
ngudng tho Thanh hoang va Neak Ta trong ting bdi canh vin hoa cu
thé. Tuy nhién, ca hai déu thé hién su hoa quyén giira tin ngudng dan
gian va anh hudng tir cac nén van minh 16n, minh ching cho sy théng
nhat trong da dang cua van hoéa tdc nguoi ¢ Viét Nam, phan anh dac
trung ctia vin héa khu vuc Pong Nam A. Co thé n6i, Thanh hoang
trong van hoa Viét va Neak Ta trong vin hoéa Khmer déu la nhiing
biéu twong quan trong nhung van thé hién cac khia canh vin hoa va
tin ngudng riéng biét cua hai toc nguoi. Thanh hoang mang tinh chinh
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théng va dai dién cho su két ndi gitra lang xa va nha nudc, trong khi
Neak Ta gan lién véi tu nhién va phan &nh sy hai hoa giira con ngudi
V6i moi truong sdng. Su khac biét va twong dong nay gitp thé hién
birc tranh da dang cua tin ngudng ban dia & Pong Nam A, ma qua day
chiing ta c6 thé di dén nhitng nhan dinh sau sic hon vé vai trd cua céc
vi than bao trg trong vin hoa tin ngudng & chau A./.

CHU THICH:

1 Theo quan sat cua chung tdi, tuc tho cing Thanh hoang khdng chi c6
trong van hoa cta nguoi Viét, ma con duoc thdy & mot sb toc nguoi khac
nhu nguoi Muong, Tay, Nung, San Chay, v.v... Ciing tuong tu nhu vay,
tuc tho cing Neak Ta c¢6 ngudn gdc tir vian héa Khmer, nhung cho dén
nay, do anh huong cua qua trinh cong cu, giao thoa van hoa ma tuc tho
cing Neak Ta dd duoc cac cong dong 1an can véi ngudi Khmer tlep nhan
va thyc hanh, nhu nguoi Viét, ngudi Hoa. Tuy nhién, trong bai viét nay,
ching tdi chi tap trung so sanh tin ngudong tho Thanh hoang cua nguoi
Viét va tin ngudng tho Neak Ta ctua nguoi Khmer.

2 Theo tu lidu cua 6ng Tran Quéc Nam, nha nghién ctiu ngdn ngit va vin
hoa Khmer.

3 Mot vai nghién ctru dat gia thuyét day 1a mot biéu hién cua mdi lién hé
gitta Neak Ta va vi than Shiva trong Hindu gi4o. Tuy nhién khudn kho
bai viét nay khong cho phép 1am ban. Ching t6i sé& tro lai van dé nay
trong mot nghién cuu riéng.
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Abstract

THE TUTELARY DEITY IN VIETNAMESE CULTURE AND
NEAK TA IN KHMER CULTURE FROM A COMPARATIVE
PERSPECTIVE

Pham Thi Thuy Chung
Hoang Thi Bich Ngoc
Institute for Religious Studies, VASS

Worshiping the Tutelary Deity (Thanh hoang) in Vietnamese culture
and Neak Ta in Khmer culture are among the two communities’ most
important and widespread folk beliefs. The rituals of worshiping the
Tutelary Deity are the largest community-based rituals among the
Vietnamese people, while the rituals of worshiping Neak Ta are the
most commonly practiced among the folk beliefs of the Khmer
community. By comparing the worship of the Tutelary Deity in
Vietnamese culture and the worship of Neak Ta in Khmer culture, this
article aims to clarify the similarities and differences between these
two types of beliefs, highlighting the role of these deities as
community protectors. In doing so, the article seeks to explore the
commonalities and diversity in the ethnic cultures of Vietnam within
the broader context of Asian cultural traditions formed through the
cultural interactions between communities in the region.

Keywords: Village Deity, Vietnamese Tutelary deity, Khmer Neak
Ta, patron deities, comparative study



