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Tém tit: O Viét Nam hién nay cé khodng hon 450 ngéi chia
Phdt giago Nam tong Khmer tai chin tinh thanh Tdy va Nam B¢.
Trong kién triic va tranh twong cia nhitng ngéi chiia ndy ham
chita tinh than Phdt glao Nam tong va tam thuc cua nguoi
Khmer. Bai viét nay tiép cdn kién tric va tranh twong chiia
Khmer tir géc nhin Tén gido hoc, bang phirong phép khdo ciiu,
phan tich va so sanh nhitng tranh tuwong va kién tric hién dién
trén ngéi chia dé dé tim dén nhitng tinh than tén gido va van
héa ddc trung. Tir @6, bai viét di téi nhdn dinh: Thit nhat, kién
tric va tranh twong cua ngoi chua Phdt giado Nam tong Khmer
la tac pham két hop vé cing khéo léo gitka tinh than Phét gido
Nam téng va tam thirc Khmer; Thir hai, vi trén nén tang ké thira
ciia tén gido hién dién truée khi Phdt gido vao cong dong
Khmer, nén ngoi chua Phdt giado Nam tong Khmer hién nay
khéng chi la mét ngéi chiia ciia céng dong con ngudi, ma con la
ngéi chiia cia cdc coi gidi theo thé giGi quan Phdt gido, vira
gan giii thé tuc, nhung ciing thodt ly tran thé.

Tir khéa: Phdt gido Nam tong Khmer, chua Nam tébng Khmer,
niém tin, céng dong, ngwoi Khmer

Dan nhip

Phét gido Nam tong (con goi la Phat gido Theravada, Phat gido
Nguyén Thuy) da hién dién trong cong dong Khmer & Pong Nam A
n6i chung va cong doéng nguoi Khmer ¢ Viét Nam noi riéng tir rat
som, khoang nam 309 nam Trudc Cong nguyén (TCN). Thoi ky do,
lanh dia cia nguoi Khmer nim trong ving Péng Suvarnabhumi hay
Pong Nam A [Chéanh Tri-Mai Tho Truyén, 2012: 39].

* ™ Truong Pai hoc Khoa hoc x& hoi va Nhan vin, Pai hoc Qudc gia Ha Noi.
Ngay nhan bai: 3/11/2023; Ngay bién tap: 12/11/2023; Duyét dang: 15/7/2024.
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O Viét Nam hién nay, téng s6 nguoi Khmer khoang 1,3 triéu
ngudi, cu trii chu yéu & chin tinh mién Tay Nam Bo6. Hon 450 ngdi
chua Phat giao Nam tong Khmer khong nhiing 1a noi sinh hoat, noi
nuong twa tinh than cia toc ngudi nay tir hon hai ngan nim nay, ma
con 1a thuc thé sdng dong cua su két hop gitra tinh than Phat gido Nam
tdng va tam thirc Khmer.

Vé su du nhdp cia Phat giao Nam tong vao cong dong Khmer &
Viét Nam d3 duoc dé cap trong cac tac phém cua Chanh Tri-Mai Tho
Truyén [2012], Nguyén Dang Duy [1997], Pham Thi Phuong Hanh
[2011], .v.v. Trong d6, Chanh Tri - Mai Tho Tmyén tor goc tiép can
Str hoc dd cung cip nhiéu sir liéu, nhitng phan tich cong phu va nhan
dinh déng tin cdy.

Vé ngbdi chiia Phat gido Nam tong noéi chung, Hoa thugng Vién
Minh tir goc tiép can Phat hoc di chia sé¢ dic diém mang tinh tong
quat vé kién trac chiia & Viét Nam néi chung. Tac gia di tir tinh than
Phat giao Nguyén thity dé chi ra hudng di méi cho kién tric Phat gido
Nam tong & Viét Nam, do la can phai ¢o tinh dan toc va tinh hién dai
[Vién Minh, 2006: 27-34].

Vé ngdi chua Phat gido Nam tong Khmer ¢ Viét Nam da c6 mot
s6 nghién ctru cta cac tac gia Nguyén DPiang Duy [1998:232-244],
Pham Thi Phuong Hanh, [2011: 94-116], Pham Tiét Khanh [2021],
Huynh Thanh Binh [2020] .v.v. Nhitng cong trinh nay chua yéu tiép
can tir goc nhin Vian hoa hoc. Ngoai viéc thong ké cic ngdi chua
Khmer ¢ Viét Nam theo sb lugng, su phan bd va nién dai xay dung,
thi cac tac gia mo ta chi tiét chirc nang, kién truc, biéu tuong vin
hoéa, hinh tugng diéu khic, tranh tuong trong chiia thap Khmer. Van
dé dat ra 1a néu nhin tir goc nhin Ton gido hoc thi ngdi chia Phat
gido Nam tong Khmer nhu thé nao? Pau 1a tinh than Phat gido Nam
tong, dau 14 tdm thire Khmer thé hién ¢ ngdi chua? Bai viét nay di toi
tra 101 cau hai do.

Pé thuc hién muc tiéu, nhom tac gia trude hét tién hanh khao ctru
cac tai liéu nghién ctru cua nguoi di trude, qua céc cudc dién da truc
tiép tai mot s6 chuia & mot sd tinh Tay Nam Bo, nhom thu thap tu lidu
anh va tim hiéu y nghia ctia nhimng tranh twong, kién tric dé tir cac Su
Nam téng Khmer. Trén co so cta Iy thuyét thuc thé t6n gido, nhom
tac gia phan tich y nghia vé mat niém tin tir nhitng tac pham kién trac
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va tranh tuong & nhitng ngdi chua d6. Duéi day 1a mot sd két qua
nghién ctru da dat dugc.

1. Tong quan vé Phit giao Nam tong Khmer va chiia Nam tong
Khmer ¢ Viét Nam

Tu liéu st Tich Lan va mét sb bi ky & Bong Nam A cho thay “nén
tang vin minh Khmer” 13 hai t6n gido truyén tir An Do sang, d6 1a
Balamén gido va Phat gido. Trong d6, Balambn giao c6 mat trudc
khoang nam 250 TCN, Phat gido hién di¢n sau khoang 309 TCN
[Chéanh Tri-Mai Tho Truyén, 2012: 39]. Tuy chua c6 cr liéu chi ra
chinh xac Phat gido du nhép vao tridu dai vua ndo va bang phuong
tién gi, nhung mudn nhat Phat gido da co mit trong cong dong Khmer
tr nam 309 TCN. Nhu vy, c6 thé Phat gido 1a mot ton gido dén véi
cong dong Khmer khi Balamén gido di gay dung nén tang trong cong
ddng nay.

Theo tai liéu thu tich Han ¢ Trung Qudc, vao thoi Tuy Nam Dé
(thé ky thir V), vua triéu dai Kaundinya Jayavarman (1én ngdi nim
478) nam 484 di phai mot vi su lam st than di st sang Trung Qudc.
Nam 503, 6ng da giri 18 vat 1a mot bire tugng Phat bang san hd sang
cong nap cho triéu dinh nha Tuy. Trude khi quy y theo Phat, vi vua
nay so hiru niém tin Balamén gi&o. Dan chiing trong nudc ton thd than
Shiva, tuy nhién, vua va nhiéu ngudi ciing sung bai Phat gido va sb
luong Phat tir ciing dong [Chanh Tri-Mai Tho Truyén, 2012: 41]. Viéc
Kaundinya Jayavarman chuyén niém tin tén gido tir Balamén giéo
sang Phat gido, tir than phuc than Shiva sang tin theo Phat Thich Ca
Mau Ni va nhiéu nguoi ciing quy y theo Phat giao Nam tong thi chimg
t6 Phat gido Nam tong di hién dién tai 1anh thd nay bén canh Balamén
gi4o, it nhidu da c6 chd dimg trong tam thirc ngudi Khmer, dic biét 1a
gidi thuong luu. Boi vi, mot diéu dé thiy 1a khi da co Phat gido, nguoi
dan van t6n tho than Shiva, mot trong ba vi than tdi cao, “Tam vi nht
thé” ctia Balamén giéo.

Tinh hinh ton tai song song giita Phat gido va Balamén giao &
Campuchia néi chung, trong cong dong Khmer néi riéng, tiép tuc dién
tién sang thoi ky Chan-lap (thé ky VI-IX). Sau d6, Balamén gi4o dan
giam di va Phat gido Nam tong dan trd thanh qubc gido tir thé ky XV
dén thé ky XX [Chanh Tri-Mai Tho Truyén, 2012: 42]. Tuy nhién, sau
thoi ky Chan Lap, Balamon gido ¢ day co con la Balamén gido hay da
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chuyén sang An D6 gido cb dai. C6 nhan dinh cho rang: “ Ké tir thé ky
XVII, Phat gido Nam tong phét trién nhanh chéng va tré thanh ton
gido chu dao, c6 tim anh hudng manh mé trong doi séng ton gido, tin
ngudng ciia ngudi Khmer. Tuy nhién, cic quan niém ciia An Do gido
6 dai va céc vi than khong mét di, ma dan dan chuyén hoa, hoa quyén
v6i tin ngudng dan gian, ton tai trong doi sdng ctia ngudi Khmer cho
té1 ngay nay. Cac achar ciing chinh l1a nhirng ngudi ddm nhan viéc chu
tri cac nghi 18 tho cing cac vi than mang dic trung An Do gido”
[Pham Thi Thuy Chung, 2022: 78]. Vi sao ¢6 hién tuwong nhu vay? Cé
thé c6 nhimg nhan duyén sau ddy: Thtr nhat, uy nghi cia céc vi su
Phat gido Nam tong y vang, chuyén tam tu tap, khat thyc nghiém trang
da ngay cang di vao long nguoi Khmer. Cung véi sy thyc hanh gido ly
giai thoat trong Nikaya, viéc nhimng vi su 6 dd déng hanh v6i con em
ngudi Khmer trong nhitng 16p hoc chuyén giao tri thirc va niém tin
vao su giai thodt cua chinh ban than minh tai co s¢ Phat gido Nam
tong da dan thu hat va nahanj dugc su tin tuéng cia cong dong
Khmer. Thit hai, Balamén gido 1a mét ton gido tho than, ngudi tin
theo Balamén gi&o c6 sy phu thudc rat 16n vao cc vi than trong thé
gidi thiéng ctia ton gido nay (Brahma 1a dang sang tao, Vishnu 13 déng
bao ho va Shiva la hién than ctua sitc manh huy diét). Phat gido Nam
tong 14 ton gido co tinh than thoat ly su phu thudc. Ban than dang &
trong tinh trang phu thudc, khi c6 thém mot lya chon “phi phu thudc”,
c6 1€ nhiing ngudi Khmer wa chudng tu do, hanh phuc dich thuc cia
su giai thoat s& chuyén tin theo ton gido “phi phu thudc” 1a Phat gido
Nam tong. Nhung lidu sy chuyén niém tin ton gido nay c6 theo hudng
thay thé triét dé hay 1a theo co ché c6 tinh dung théng? Chung ta co
thé thir tim 101 giai dap qua kién tric va tranh twong chia Khmer &
Viét Nam hién nay.

Ngbi chua Phat gido Nam tong Khmer (goi tat 1a chia Khmer) ¢
Viét Nam la co sé tu hoc, sinh hoat va van hoa cia cong déng nguoi
Khmer theo Phat gido Nam tong ¢ Viét Nam. Hién nay, tai chin tinh
mién Tay Nam Bo [Nguyén Ngoc Quynh, 2021], khoang hon 1,3 triéu
nguoi Khmer dang sinh hoat tai hon 450 ngdi chua Phat giao Nam
tong trong cac phum soéc cua ho.

V& s6 luong va phan bd, hién nay toan khu viee Nam B c6 khoang
hon 450 ngoi chua Khmer, tap trung chi yéu ¢ tinh Tra Vinh (141),



64 Nghién cltu Ton gido. S6°12 - 2024

Séc Trang (92), Kién Giang (74), An Giang (65), Bac Liéu (22), Hau
giang (15), Vinh Long (13), Can Tho (12), Ca Mau (7), Tay Ninh (6),
Binh Phuéc (3), Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh (2), Ba Ria-Viing Tau (1),
Dong Nai (1) [Pham Thi Phuong Hanh, 2011: 95].

Vé nién dai xay dung, hién nay trén toan khu vuc Nam B c¢6 t6i 33
chua c6 nién dai xay dung tir nam 1500 tr& vé trude, 116 chua c6 nién
dai xay dung tor nam 1500-1700, 162 chua c6 nién dai xay dung tu
nam 1700-1900, 142 chua c6 nién dai xay dyng tir 1900-2010 [Pham
Thi Phuong Hanh, 2011: 96].

Vé nén mong tién than cua chua Khmer, theo két qua khai quét
Khao ¢6 hoc, nhiéu chua Khmer c6 thé da duoc xay dung trén vi tri va
nén mong ciia mot dén tho than thudc tin ngudng phd bién cua toc
nguoi Khmer vao thoi ky trude do, co lién quan to1 tho phung nguoi
chét, tho d4 va véi tuc hoa tang tir thoi van hoa Oc Eo, nhu chua Tra
Khau, chua Gitra (Cﬁu K¢, Tra Vinh), di tich chua Cay He (Tiéu Can,
Tra Vinh), v.v [V6 ST Khai, 1995: 67]. Vi tri cua chua thuong & mot
khu dat rong rdi, cao rao nam trén vi tri trung tdm cua phum, séc trudc
dé ngudi dan thuan tién trong viée di lai va cling duoc xem xét, chon
lya rat k¥ ludng vi day 1a noi thiéng liéng nhét trong doi sdng tinh
than ctia nguoi Khmer. [Pham Thi Phuong Hanh, 2011: 97- 98]. C6
18, khi Balamdn gido tham nhap vao Phu Nam thi cac dén tho cua ton
gido nay ciing dugc dit ngay trén nén moéng do, dé roi sau nay co s
Phat gido lai dugce dung trén 16p ton gido, tin ngudng ay.

Gia dinh, 16p ton gi4o, tin ngudng thé hién & tinh than va vat chét
ma ngudi Khmer da tiép thu va dung hoa tir khi co tin ngudng dau tién
dén khi Tam bao thay thé ba ngoi than chu ciia Balamén giéo trén
chinh dién chua Khmer déu 1a tim thire Khmer. Tir tu liéu nghién ctru
va nhiing gi quan sat truc tiép mot sb ngoi chua Khmer tai Viét Nam,
chung t6i thdy rang vé mat kién tric va nghé thuat ciia ngdi chua
Khmer 14 két qua cta tiép hop giita tinh than Phat gido Nam tong va
tam thirc cta ngudi Khmer theo mot co ché khong chi 1a cong gop hay
tap hop. Boi Vi, chung ta hoan toan c6 thé tim thiy ca biéu hién thé
gidi thiéng ctia Phat gido Nam téng ciing nhu nhirng vi than trong tim
thirc Khmer trong cting mot ngdi chiia, mot ton cbt tugng Phat trong
chinh dién, trén va trong sy bd tri kién trac bén trong va bén ngoai
chinh dién. Chung ta ciing ¢6 thé thiy nhiéu hinh tuong thiéng khac
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(Than Bén mat, Thin Rén Naga, Than Chim Krud, Neak Ta, Reahu,
V.v), bén ngoai dbi tuong thiéng ciia Phat giao Nam tong (Tam béo
héi tu noi hinh tugng Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni) hién dién trén tranh
tuong va kién trac chua Khmer.

2. Nhirng nét kién tric va ndi dung tranh twong mang tinh than
Phat gido Nam tong trong ngéi chua cia ngwoi Khmer ¢ Viét
Nam hién nay

Tinh than Phdt gido Nam téng duoc hiéu nhu thé nao? Ching t6i
chua thdy gi6i nghién ctru ban vé khai niém hay co so 1y luin cta
thuat ngit ndy. Tuy nhién, tir tiép cdn Phat hoc, Hoa thuong Vién
Minh da chi ra cac ndi ham cua no, bao gém: “Y cw vao tri tué (panna)
hon la duc tin; Tin vao tw tinh hon la tha lyc; Giac ngé chan ly o
ngay noi thuwce tai hién tién hon la huéng dén nhitng céi Phét Iy twong
bén ngoai; Chi thang sw thdt nhw dang la hon la théng qua biéu
twong, an ngit hay phdp mén phwong tién; Tu hanh c6 nghia la séng
thudn phdp hay tiy phdp hanh hon la cau nguyén hay dp dung mot
chii trwvong, quan niém hodc hé thong tw twéng nao; Khéng nghiéng vé
nhdp thé hay xudt thé kiéu nhi quyén cuc doan.”’[Vién Minh, 2006:
32]. Tinh than nay co su khac biét so véi tinh than cua hé phai Phat
giao khac nhu Mat tong, Tinh D¢ tong, v.v...

Nhu vay, néu nhin tir Iy thuyét thuc thé ton gidgo [Nguyén Qudc
Tuén, 2014: 3-19], thi tinh than Phat gido Nam tong 1a tong hoa cua
niém tin, muc dich va thai do thuc hanh cua cong d@)ng Phat gido Nam
tong. Trén co so cua tri tué, cong dong Phat gido Nam téng tin vao tu
tinh giac ngd, di t6i muc dich ty minh tro vé giac ngd hoan toan noi
than va tdm minh & hién tai. V& mit thyc hanh, trong doi sdng ca
nhan, hanh gia Phat gido Nam téng bang con dudng tr niém xtr (b6n
linh vuc quan niém: than thé, cam giac, tdm hanh va d6i tugng nhan
thirc cua tam), di thflng vao su that ti hau (chan dé: vo thuong, khd,
v6 ngd) khong thong qua phuong tién. Trong doi sdng cong dong, doi
song thé tuc, hanh gia Phat giao Nam tong khéo 1éo tly vao diéu kién
hoan cénh.

Ngoi chua Phat gido Nam tong du hién dién ¢ dau, du da tiép thu
truyén thong vin héa nao thi truéc hét van 1a noi tu hoc cua chu
tang, tat yéu phai thé hién dugc tinh than Phat gido Nam tong. Ciing
nhu vay, ngdi chuia Khmer mang trén minh tinh than d6. Cu thé, tinh
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than d6 duogc thé hién & hang muc, nét ngh¢ thuat kién trac nao cua
chua Khmer?

Trudc hét, tinh than Phat gido Nam tong thé hién trong hang muc
chinh dién. Bén trong chinh dién chua Khmer chi c6 mdt an tho va
trén an tho do6 chi ¢6 hinh tuong Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni. C6 chua chi
tho mot twong Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni trén an tho chinh, nhu & chinh
dién: chua Pothi Somron (dp Rach Chua, phuong Chéu Vian Liém,
quan O Mbén, thanh phd Can Tho), chia Xiém Can (xi Vinh Trach
DPoéng, Thanh phd Bac Liéu), chua Ghésitaram (thudc ap Cu Lao, xa
Hung Hoi, huyén Vinh Loi, Bac Liéu), v.v. C6 nhiéu chua trén an tho
chinh cua chinh dién tho nhiéu tugng Phat nhung van 13 tuong Phat
Thich Ca Mau Ni. Chang han chinh dién chia Hoa Binh méi hay
Serayvongsa (Hoa Binh, Bac liéu) c6 it nhit bay buic twong, trong d6
6 bdn bire tuong trong tu thé ngdi ban gia khi dic dao, hai buic trong
tu thé tri binh khét thyc, mot birc twong tu thé nhap Niét-ban. Chinh
dién chua Ap Séc (Thuan Hoa, Cau Ngang, Tra Vinh) c¢6 t6i hon 20
burc tugng Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni ¢ cac oai nghi khac nhau. Cling nhu
thé, & cac chua Chantarangsay (quan 3, Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh),
chtia Séray Mangkol (chuia Rach Gidng, ap Puong Dao, xa HO Thi
Ky, huyén Théi Binh, tinh Ca Mau), chua Vich Chia Ram Ta Kuch
Chis (chua Tra Quyt cii, xa Thuan Hoa, huyén Chau Thanh, tinh Séc
Trang), v.v chi tho tugng Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni véi cac oai nghi khac
nhau. Ngoai twong Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni khong cé tuong bd tat hay
cac vi than linh trén an tho chinh.

Tai sao trén an tho bén trong chinh dién chua Khmer ¢ Viét Nam
chi ¢6 tugng Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni? Trudc hét, tugng Phat Thich Ca
Mau Ni trén an tho chinh khong chi la hinh twgng Phat Thich Ca
Mau Ni (vi Phat hién tai), ma con Ia hinh tuong cua Tam bao (Phat,
Phap, Tang) hoi tu trong mot hinh hai. Trong phan 1& bai Tam bao
ctia kinh nhat hanh (tung hang ngdy) cta chu ting va phat tir nguoi
Khmer, ho van dem hét 1ong thanh kinh danh 18 cac vi phat da thanh
trong kiép quéa khir, hién tai va twong lai; cic phap ding theo Bat
Chinh dao ma chu phat trong cac kiép qua khw, hién tai va vi lai da
di; cac vi thanh tang va pham tang thuc hanh theo con duong Bat
Chinh da dic dao qua trong kiép qua khir, dang dic dao qua trong
kiép hién tai, s& dic dao qua trong kiép vi lai. Tt ca déu hoi tu trong
mot hinh tugng Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni - Bac Phat lich st [Ven
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Thubten Chron, 2008: 44-52]. Diéu d6 cho thiy rang, vé hinh tuong
thd ctia chua Khmer nhdn manh vao tinh than thiee tai hién tién (bay
gid va & day) hon 1a sy tim vé qua khi, tuong t6i twong lai; nhan
manh vao sy thuc hanh phéap (thién, khét thuc, v.v) hon la sy tin theo
va tho phung. D6 chinh 1a tinh thin Phat gido Nam tong d3 nhic t6i
O trén.

Vi trung tdm 1a hinh tugng Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni, cho nén tranh
tudng trong chinh dién c6 mot bd bich hoa vé cudc doi Phat Thich Ca
Mau Ni, bao gdm 39 btrc, ndi dung tir luc gidng tran cho toi khi phan
phat xa lgi Phat [Huynh Thanh Binh, 2020: 86-144]. Hién tugng nay
chung ta ciing c6 thé thdy trong chinh dién ciia cic thién vién Truc
Lam cua Phat gido Bic tong ¢ Viét Nam, mac du sb lugng tranh it hon
va ndi dung ciing c6 su khac biét nhat dinh. Trong 39 birc bich hoa
trong chinh dién chua Khmer & Tdy Nam Bo c6 ndi dung chu yéu
dugc nhic t6i trong Kinh Nikaya bang tiéng Pali ctia Phat giao Nam
t6ng. Cau chuyén cudc doi ctia Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni ¢ day duoc ké
chi tiét hon rat nhiéu so véi thién vién Tric Lam cua Phat gido Bic
t6ng. Ngoai sy ra doi cia thai tir Siddharta (TAt-dat-da) trong khu
vuon Lumbini (Lam-ty-ni), 10i tién tri Asita (A-tu-da), cudc thi bin
cung, nha vua xay dung cung dién cho thai tir, cudc thi sic dep va két
hoén, thi bo tranh dic biét nhidn manh cau chuyén lién quan dén sy tu
hanh, ¥ chi diing manh khi tim dao, gidc ngd va thuyét phap cua Phat
Thich Ca Méau Ni.

C6 thé thdy, v chi tim dao diing ménh cta Thai tir Siddharta thé
hién & cac birc tranh: bén cudc cham tran bt ngo dua téi sy thay biét
vé sy that con ngudi ai cling phai trai qua sinh, gia, bénh va chét; cudce
ra di vi dai thé hién ¥ chi diing manh cta Thai tr khi vuot qua dong
song Ni-lién-thién, ranh giéi gitta doi séng thé tuc dé budc vao cude
tu hanh giai thoat khoi kho dau. Tinh than tu hanh ctia Théi tir va gidc
ngd thanh Phat dugc thé hién qua nhoém tranh: thién dinh duéi cdy
Jambu trong 18 ha dién, cdt téc va tir biét Channa, tu khé hanh trong
rieng, mon qua co, danh bai Ma Vwong, sy gidc ngé, v.v. Hanh trinh
thuyét phap cia Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni duogc thé hién tir bic tranh
vieot séng Hang dén khi nhap Niét ban. Toan bd sy dién giai bing
hinh anh nay bd sung, cung ¢ cho tinh than coi trong tri tu¢ va thuc
hanh cua tinh than Phat gido Nam tong.
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Bén ngoai chinh dién, hinh twgng Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni dugc bai
tri trén tuong 16i 1én vao chinh dién va trong khudn vién chiia. Trong
do, dac biét 1a buc tranh Di lén coi troi Tavatimsa trén biic tudng bén
ngoai chinh dién, ngay phia sau birc tuong ma an tho chinh dya vao.
Chéng han nhu & chua Krang Chai (Tan Thuan, Tan Loi, Tinh Bién
An Giang), chua Kran Rot (Tri Tén, An Giang), v.v [Huynh Thanh
Binh, 2020: 127]. Vi sao btic tranh ndy khong nim trong chinh dién
ma lai dugc bai tri & bén ngoai, ngay 161 1én chinh dién cta tu si va
Phat tir? C6 thé dd c6 mot tinh than Phat gido Nam tong tiém an trong
su bai tri nay. Khi di 1én chinh dién, ching ta chua budc vao chinh
dién nhung da duoc chiém ngudng ngay birc tranh nay. Néu 1a nguoi
tu si va tin d0 Phat gido, ho s& c6 cam giac Ptrc Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni
dang dimg san & d6 chao don, tiép do ho. Niém tin vao Tam bao nho
d6 dugc vun bdi sau mdi 1an 1én chinh dién. Chua hét, phia sau buc
tranh chinh 1a 4n thd chinh cta chinh dién. Trén d6 cé tuwong Phat
Thich Ca Mau Ni dang hanh thién, tri binh khét thyc, v.v dya lung.
Diéu d6 co nghia 1a ngudi bude vao chinh dién 1a dang budc vao con
duong Bat Chanh Dao. Trén con duong d6, Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni di
truéc nhitng ngudi dang budc vao chinh dién s& 1a tiép budc theo
ngai, dy vao doan thé tu tip trén con dudng giai thoat ma Ngai da di.
Néu ¥ tuong thiét ké dau tién cé sy tring hop véi didu nay, thi day lai
la mQt minh chirng thdm sau hon cho tinh than coi trong thuc hanh cua
Phét gido Nam tong.

Ngoai hang muc chinh dién, hién nay tinh than Phat gido Nam
tong con dugc thé hién & kién trac ciia hang muc Sala.Trong céc
chtrc ning cua hang myc Sala ¢6 chirc ning cta thién dudng, giang
duong. Ngoai birc tuong Phat trong tu thé toa thién phia trong Sala
thi con ¢ birc phu diéu hodc bich hoa mé ta hinh anh Théi tir Tt
Dat Pa (Siddharta) trén than minh chi mac y don gian, dang cudi
ngua phong nhu bay vuot qua dong song Ni-lién-thién, sang khu
rimg noi tu hanh cua cac vi an tu, phia sau c¢6 hinh anh ngudi hau
Channa. Chiing ta c6 thé thay hinh tuong nay ¢ Sala cta chua Xiém
Can (x4 Vinh Trach Pong, Thanh phd Bac Liéu) va nhiéu ngdi chua
Khmer & Viét Nam khac. Tu si hay tin do Phat gido Nam tong
Khmer mdi khi budc vao Sala déu nhin thay buc niy, ¥ chi quyét
tam (ba-la-mat quyét dinh) manh mé& ctia Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni s&
sach tan tinh than tu hoc cta ho, khién ho khong luoi biéng trén con
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duong hoc Phat, thuc hanh gido phap cua Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni. D6
1a diém dic biét cua hang muc Sala - thién duong cua Phat gido Nam
tong Khmer. D6 ciing 1a minh ching séng dong cho su quyét chi
thuc hanh trong tinh than Phat gido Nam tong.

Nhin chung, tinh than Phét gido Nam tong d3 thé hién ¢ nhimng vi
tri trong yéu nhit cia ngdi chia Khmer. Tinh than d6 chu yéu nhan
manh ¢ y chi tu hoc, sy thuc hanh bén bi va diing manh con dudng
Bat Chinh dao dé di toi giai thoat khoi phién ndo, khé dau, sinh tir,
luan hdi, trén con dudng d6 moi ngudi dén chua déu 1a tiép budc
theo doan thé ma Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni 1a ngudi din duong tri tué
va tlr bi nhét.

3. Nhirng nét Kién tric va ndi dung tranh twong mang tim thirc
Khmer trong ngoi chua Khmer & Viét Nam hién nay

Tam thirc Khmer 13 tdm thtc cong dong cia nguoi Khmer. Tam
thirc cong dong 1a tam thirc clia nhitng nguoi séng cung nhau trong
cing mot khong gian va dugc tich hop trong subt chiéu dai cua thoi
gian [Thich Nhat Hanh, 1996: 38]. Trong doi séng tinh than, tim thuc
nay khong chi thé hién ¢ nép sdng, cach tmg xir ctia con ngudi trong
cong déng éy, ma con thé hién & nhitng phuong dién ngh¢ thuat, kién
tric clia co sO ton gido cua ho. Tam thirc Khmer dugc tim hiéu trong
bai viét nay 1a nén tang tdm thic gop phan cho cac biéu tuong nghé
thuat, kién tric ctia ngoi chiia Nam tong Khmer hinh thanh.

Néu quan sat hét 450 ngdi chua Khmer ¢ Nam B, ta dé dang nhan
ra sy khac biét rit 16n giita chiia Phat gido Nam tong Khmer so véi
chua Phat gido Nam tong Kinh va cang khac xa so véi chua Phat gido
Bic tong ¢ Viét Nam, tor phong céch kién triic, mau sic, nghé thuat
tranh tugng, tugng ngoai chinh dién, v.v. Quan sat kién trac va tranh
tuong bén trong va bén ngoai chinh dién cua ngoi chua Khmer.

Vé kién trc chinh dién chua Phat giao noi chung, néu “mai c6 do
déc twong ddi ngang bang 1a biéu hién tinh hién thyc nhép thé, dau
mai hoi cong ndi lén ¥ hudng thang hoa gitra cudc doi. Nguoc lai,
kién trac mai c6 d6 doc gan nhu thang dimg biéu hién tinh siéu hinh
xudt thé va dau mai vat thang 1én tuong trung cho ¥ hudng thoat ly
tran tuc. Thuc ra, giai thoat trong gido 1y Nguyén Thuy ctia Ptrc Phat
khong roi vao hai thai cuc nhap thé hay xuat thé.” [Vién Minh, 2006:
28]. Trong khi d6, chinh dién chiia Khmer duoc thiét ké mot cach dic
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biét: mai ddc vat thé“ing 1én troi, 6 bén cia ra vao (hai ctra trudce, hai
ctra sau); xung quanh c6 cac ¢t cao, dugc cham trd va son mau ruc rd
d& xung quanh mai, v.v [L& B& Thanh, 2006:83-84]. Tt hinh dang t&i
mau sic khién cho ngoi chua Khmer vugt 1én trén moi khung canh
xung quanh nhu vuon t6i cac tang troi. Nhu vay, phong cach kién tric
nay khéng thudc vé tinh than Phat gido Nam téng hay Phat gido
Nguyén thuy, ma thudc vé tim thirc cong ddong nguodi Khmer. C6 thé
tam thic ndy dd duoc vun boi tir trude khi Phat gido Nam téng du
nhap vao cong dong nay.

Tai 4n tho chinh giita chinh dién cua hau hét cac chua Khmer &
Nam B0, chiing ta thay rang mic du tugng chinh trén d6 1a twong Phat
Thich Ca Mau Ni nhung Ngai khong ngdi trén toa sen, ma ngdi trén
bé thd ba tang duoc diéu khic rit tinh xdo uy nghi. Han y nghia cta bé
tugng nay co su khic biét v4i bé hoa sen. Néu hoa sen twong trung
cho su giac ngg, thi hinh twong Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni trén toa sen s&
nhin manh vao sy gidc ngd hoan toan cuia Ngai cﬁng v6i nhitng pham
chat toan thién di kém su gidc ngd d6. Nhung néu twong Phat Thich
Ca Mau Ni trén toa ba tang v6i mau sic ruc rd cua cac Vung troi, thi
day c6 thé 1a hinh twong nhdn manh vao ¥ nghia Ngai 1a “Thay cia ca
troi va nguoi” (thién, nhan, sw), hay néi cach khac 1a vi Thay cia ca
ba cdi. Trong tinh thdn Phat gido néi chung va Phat gido Nam tong
cling c¢6 ndi téi y nghia nay, nhung khong nhan manh va biéu hién &
biéu tuong t6n tho. Nhu vy, ddy co thé 1a sy két hop giira tinh than
Phat gido v6i tAm thic clia cong dong ngudi Khmer da duoc dinh hinh
tu trude.

Tam thic Khmer con duge thé hién ngay trong bd bich hoa trén
tuong trong chinh dién ¢ da sé cac chia Khmer Nam Bo. Trong b
tranh chinh gém 39 btic phac hoa vé cudc doi Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni,
chung ta thay yéu t6 “chu thién” (cac vi sdng & cac cdi troi) biéu hién
rat rd. Chang han, trong chinh dién chua Hoa Binh cti (Hoa Binh, Bac
Liéu) hay chua Wat Kompong Chapiéng (Bén Cau, Cau K¢, Tra
Vinh), v.v, buc tranh dau tién da 1a blirc miéu ta cac vi than hoi hop dé
quyét dinh viéc Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni giang tran [Huynh Thanh Binh,
2020: 87-88]. Piéu nay gan nhu khong dugc nhic dén trong tinh than
Phat gido Nam tong. Hodc cac buc hoa miéu ta nhiing dau 4n trong
sudt cudc hanh trinh di t6i gidc ngd cia Ngai ludn ¢ hinh anh chu
thién xuat hién, nhu: blc cudc ra di vi dai (chinh dién chla
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Thommanimith ¢ Tinh Bién, An Giang); buc cit toc va tir biét Channa
(chinh dién chua Serey Kandal & Vinh Chau, Soc Trang; chinh dién
chia Sambrayxay (Sam-rao-xdy) & Cau K¢, Tra Vinh .v.v.); buc tu
khé hanh trong rimg (chinh dién chiia Ba Chép ¢ Vinh Chau, Séc
Trang; chinh dién chua Kop Rum Del ¢ An Hao, Tinh Bién, An
Giang, v.v...).

Trong Nikaya - kinh tang Pali cua Phat gido Nam tong c6 nhiéu
chd noi dén chu thién. Trong nghi thirc kinh tung hing ngay cta Phat
gido Nam tong & Viét Nam ciing nhic dén chu thién nhu moi chu
thién nghe kinh, hdi huéng phudc bau trong sach do tung kinh cho
chu thién. Tuy nhién, tai co s¢ cua Phat gido Nam tong Kinh & Viét
Nam hiém khi ¢4 hinh tuong chu thién ¢ tranh va tuong, ¢ co s¢ cua
Phat gido Trac Lam cua Phat gido Bic tong cang khong thay c6 hinh
anh chu thién. Vay vi sao hinh anh chu thién lai ¢6 nhiéu & tranh
tugng cta chia Khmer? D6 1a vin dé can duoc xem xét trong tim
thirc cong dong Khmer hinh thanh theo chiéu dai lich sir tin ngudng va
ton gido ma ho da tin theo.

Mot hinh twong dé nhan thdy ¢ chua Khmer Nam B¢ 13 twong
Maha Prum la tugng than Bén Mat. Day c6 thé xem 12 mot ddi tuong
thiéng mang tinh phtrc hop. Nguoi ta ¢ thé thay trong hinh tuong nay
12 mot vi Dai Pham Thién khan thiét thinh moi Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni
& lai thé gian chi day cho chu thién va nhén loai con duong giai thoat
ngay khi Phat vira gidc ngd, diéu nay di dugc ghi lai trong Kinh
Nikaya ctia Phat gido Nam tong. Nguoi ta cling thdy day ciing chinh 14
Brahma - mot trong ba vi thin tdi cao trong thé giGi thiéng cua
Balamdn gi4o trudc ddy va sau nay 1a cia An Do gido. Trong chia
Khmer, hinh twong Maha Prum khong & nhiing vi tri mang tinh che
ché nhu ran Naga hay d& mai nhu chim Krud ma dugc dét ¢ céc vi tri
dinh tru ctia tuong rao, dinh thap, thap cdt ciia cac chua. Néu toan thé
ngdi chua Khmer dugc quan niém nhu mot trai nti thi ¢ céc vi tri nay
than bén mat Kabul Maha Prum c6 chirc ning canh giit, bao vé tit ca
moi thir bén trong chua ciing nhu bao vé ca phum, séc [Pham Tiét
Khénh, 2021: 18-19]. Piéu nay cho thay, cong dong Khmer t6n kinh
Maha Prum trong sy tich hop thiéng ctia mét vi than bao ho lanh tho
va cling la mdt vi d¢ tr Phat, mot vi an nhan gitp cho chung sinh c6
co hoi hoc gidao Phap cua Phat Thich Ca Méau Ni.
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Ngoai ra, tim thirc cong ddng Khmer con thé hién ¢ cac hinh twong
linh vat duoc tao tac va bai trf ngoai chinh dién. Trude hét 13 hinh tuong
Rén than Naga trén kién trac chia Khmer. Rin than Naga trong tdm
thirc ciia nguoi Khmer ¢6 chirc nang nhu mét vi than canh giir chdn linh
thiéng, thé hién su thinh vuong, bao v¢ mua mang, mang nudc vé cho
cac dong song. Hinh twong Rén than trén méi chua Khmer con 13 sy ho
tri Tam Bao, xua dudi céc thé luc x4u 4c va ngan ngua hda hoan [Pham
Tiét Khanh, 2021: 19-21]. Thuc té, trong birc tranh cudc doi Phat Thich
Ca Mau Ni, nhu: ran than Naga xuét hién trong buc Siddhartha va chiéc
béat vang (chinh dién chua DPiép Thach ¢ Chau Thanh, Tra Vinh; chinh
dién chua Prochum Sakor & thanh phd Bac Liéu; chinh dién chtia Phnor
Puol ¢ Vinh Chau, S6c Trang, v.v). Khong chi trong bich hoa, hinh
tuong Rén than con duoc tao twong va hién dién & cac vi tri quan trong,
nhu trugt trén diém mai chua, luon song doc theo lan can cia cau thang
Ién chinh dién. Du & vi tri ndo hodc bao nhiéu dau, thi ddu Ran Naga
van vuon 1én & tu thé che chd va bao vé. Cé gia thuyét cho ring nguoi
Khmer con t6n thd ran Naga nhu mét thiy to ciia toc ngudi minh
[Nguyén Dang Duy, 1997: 239]. Nhin vao thé giéi thiéng Phat gido
Nam tong, hinh tugng Ran Naga c6 thé duoc coi 13 mot hién than cua
suc manh ho phap. Nhin tir tdm thirc Khmer thi Rin Naga la ddi tuong
thiéng tich hop bén trong nhiirng ¥ ni¢m vé nguén cdi, vé su bao ho va
vé che chd trén mat dat va cac cdi troi.

Tiép d6 tam thirc cong dong Khmer con thé hién ¢ su ton thy hinh
tuong Chim than Krud. Ciing gan giéng véi Ran than Naga, & nhiing
vi tri quan trong nhu dau cot d& mai chinh dién, cac hinh tuong chim
than Krud dugc bd tri trong tu thé vuon hai tay 1én d& mai chuia. Chim
ciing 1a loai linh tha duoc nhac t6i trong Kinh dién ctia Phét gido Nam
tong va Phat gido Bac tong. Chim Krud xuét hién trong thé gidi thiéng
ctia Balamon gido, sau nay 1a thé gidi thiéng cia An Do gido va trong
than thoai ctia nguoi Khmer. Néu c6 khac, thi chim Krud va ran Naga
chi khac nhau & vi tri bao hd cho Tam bao. C6 gia thuyét cho rang, su
bai tri twong chim than Krud va Rén than Naga phéc hoa lai cudc
chién gitra hai loai nay dé thé hién tir bi va tri tué ctiia Phat [Pham Tiét
Khéanh, 2021: 23-25]. Tuy nhién, ddy ciing c¢6 thé phan anh tdm thiic
¢6 su g hop céc chtrc ning khac nhau cta cac ddi tuong thiéng voi
Tam béo va véi doi sdng nguoi Khmer.
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Ngoai ra, hinh tuong Reahu va hinh tuong Neak Ta (hay Ong Ta)
cling biéu hién tdm thirc Khmer tai co s¢ Phat gido Nam tong Khmer.
Trong d6, Neak Ta khong chi ¢6 chirc nang trir khir moi tai wong, xua
dudi moi ta ma quy dir, bdo v¢ cudc séng binh yén, no du cho nguoi
Khmer, ma con bao hd cic su trong chua khi gip phai ém dau
[Nguyén Piang Duy, 1997: 245-246], nhu chia Ong Mek (phudng 1,
thanh phé Tra Vinh), chua Chim (Phudng 7, thanh phd Tra Vinh),
chtia Phuén (Phuong 7, thanh phd Tra Vinh), chua Xoai Xiém (x&
Ngai Xuyén, huyén Tra Cu), chua Bai Xao Doi (Xa Thanh Son, huyén
Tra Ctt) chua Doi (phudng 3, thanh phd Séc Trang), v.v.

Nhin chung, du 1a thé hién & bé twong noi chinh dién, trong tranh
tuong bén trong chinh dién, bén trén mai, dau cot hay lan can, hay
tuong bai tri bén ngoai chinh dién, thi nhiing nét kién trGic va noi
dung tranh tuong trén van mang dam tam thirc ciia dong bao Khmer,
mang dam van hoéa dac trung cia mot toc nguoi trong 54 dan toc anh
em cua Viét Nam.

Két luan

Twr goéc nhin Ton gido hoc, kién trGc va tranh tuong cua chua Phat
giao Nam tong Khmer & Viét Nam hién nay c6 mot sb dic diém sau:

Thir nhdt, kién tric va tranh tuong ctia ngdi chua Khmer 13 két qua
cua su thich ing ctia Phat gido Nam tong véi khong gian Tay Nam B
cua Vi¢t Nam, v6i thoi gian 1a Phat gido vao noi nay khi da co tin
ngudng, ton gido khac ton tai trude d6 va thich ing voi xu hudng tam
1y cua nguoi Khmer ¢ khu vuc nay.

Thir hai, ngdi chiia Khmer vira duy tri dugc tinh than Phat giao
Nam tong, vira théa méin duoc tdm thic cua cong dong Khmer tai
Nam B¢ hién nay.

Thir ba, tinh dan toc (1a diéu kién duyén khoi) cia cong dong
Khmer bao gdm dic thu cia dia du, khi hau, phong tuc tip quéan, ngon
ngit, tinh cam cia toc ngudi Khmer. Tinh dén toc ciing thay ddi theo
thoi gian, nhung d6 thay doi cta kién tric chua Phat gido Nam tong
Khmer c¢6 d6 dn dinh hon céc kién trac chia khac & Viét Nam.

Thir fur, vé mat hiéu qua tam 1y, sy hién dién ctia ngodi chiia Khmer
12 minh chung cho thiy Phat gido Nguyén thuy da thdm nhép vao toc
ngudi Khmer mot cach rét linh dong va uyén chuyén.

Thir nam, du véi sy tich hop vé kién tric va tranh twong hai hoa
nhu vay nhung mdt cach tong quat ngoi chua Khmer van 1a ngoéi chua
cta Ba cdi hon la ngdi chua chi ctia cdi nguoi./.
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Abstract

AN INTERPRETATION OF THE KHMER THERAVADA
TEMPLE IN VIETNAM

Pham Thi Chuyen

VNU - University of Social Sciences and Humanities
Cao Tung Lam

VNU - University of Social Sciences and Humanities

Currently, there are more than 450 Khmer Theravada temples in
nine provinces and cities across the southern and southwestern regions
of Vietnam. In these temples, architecture, pictures, and statues
embody the spirit of Theravada school and the cultural consciousness
of the Khmer. This article discusses architecture, pictures, and statues
of the Khmer Buddhist temples from a religious studies perspective
and utilizes studies, analysis, and comparison methods to uncover the
distinct religious and cultural essence they represent. The article
arrives at two main conclusions as follows: First, the architecture,
pictures, and statues at Khmer Theravada temples are masterful
integrations of Theravada spirituality and the Khmer consciousness;
Second, due to their foundation in the pre-Buddbhist religious traditions
of the Khmer community, these temples today are not only places of
worship for human communities but also represent realms of existence
within the Buddhist worldview, balancing worldly proximity and
transcendence.

Keywords: Buddhist temple, the Khmer Theravada temple,
consciousness, spirit, Vietnam



