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TRAN HU'U SON*

LE CAP SAC (PQ GIO1) CUA DAN TQC DAO:
NGHIEN CUU SO SANH GITUANHOM DAO KIEM MIEN
VA DAO KIEM MUN

Tom tat: Nghién cizu sir giong va khac nhau trong nghi 1€ cap
Sac (do gidi) cua ngLrO’I Dao Kiém Mun va Dao Kiém Mién la
van dé quan tl’ong nham hiéu ré ddc trung ton gidao, tin nguong
nguwoi Dao. Bai viér dudi day dioc thuec hién trén co sé khao sat
dién da vé hai nhém Dao trén dia ban céc tinh mién ndi phia
Bd’c Viét Nam, nham 1am rd nhing diém giong nhau trong Ié cap
sdc Cia ngwoi Dao Kiém Mlen va Kiém Mun. Bén canh do, tac
gia dac biét nhan mgnh vé nhitng d‘zem khac nhau cua nghi Ie
dweoc phan dnh qua dé tU6i ngwoi cap sdc, gidi tinh nguoi cap
sac, muc dich cap sdac, kndng gian thiéng trong 1é cap sdc, cac
nghi thizc cua 1é cdp sdc....

Tir khoa: Tin nguéng téc nguwoi, nghi 16, 1¢ cdp sdc (@6 gii),
Dao Kiém Mun, Dao Kiém Mién.

Dan nhap

Nguoi Dao ¢ hai nhom I16n 13 Dao Kiém Mién va Dao Kiém Mun.
Sy phan chia nay duoc thuc hién dya trén yéu té ngdn ngir. Ngoai ra,
gira hai nhdm con ton tai nhiéu diém khac biét, nhu: than linh, trang
phuc, nghi 1&,... trong d6, dac biét phai ké dén I8 cip sic. Su khéc
nhau trong I cap sic duoc thé hién ¢ nhiéu khia canh: i twong cua
nghi I&; Thoi gian t6 chac nghi I&; Cac thanh t6 cua nghi 1&. Trong bai
biét ndy ching toi tap trung phan tich cac yéu té gidng va khac nhau
trong 18 cap sac cua hai nhém, dong thoi, phan tich nguyén nhan, diéu
kién chi phdi dén su gidng, khac nhau do.

O Viét Nam, hai nhém Dao Kiém Mién va Kiém Mun cu tra tap
trung ¢ timg dia hinh khac nhau. O d6 cao trén 1000m, chu yéu la
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nhém Dao Kiém Mién véi cac tén goi khac nhau (Dao D6, Dao Quin
Chet, Dao L6 Gang, Dao Pai Ban, Céc Ngang, Céc Mun); nhém Dao
Kiém Mun thuong & viing thap c6 do cao dudi 1000m, véi cac nganh
(Dao Lan Tén, Dao Ao Dai, Dao Cham, Dao Quan Tring, Dao Pau
Bang,...). Theo tong diéu tra dan sé thang 4/2019, ngudi Dao ¢ Viét
Nam c6 891.151 ngudi, trong d6, khoang hon 60% la nhém Dao Kiém
Mién, con lai gan 40% la nhém Dao Kiém Mun.

Cho dén nay, cac cong trinh nghién ctu vé I cip sic ctia ngudi Dao
khéng nhiéu. Ngoai cac bai bao khoa hoc di sau vao timng van dé cua I&
cap sac, hién nay méi cd mot sb cudn sach mang tinh chat chuyén khao
vé 18 cap sic cua nguoi Dao ¢ Trung Quéc va Viét Nam. O Viét Nam
cudn sach dau tién viét vé 18 cp sic nguoi Dao 1a cudén “Lé cdp sdc
nguwoi Dao L& Gang ¢ Lang Son” cua tac gia Phan Ngoc Khugé, xuét
ban nam 2003. Tac gia thir hai nghién cau vé I& cap sac 1a nha nghién
clu tré nguoi Dao — Ban Tuan Ning vai cong trinh “Lé cdp sdc nguoi
Dao ¢ Viét Nam” vao nam 2019. Thuc chat ddy 1a cong trinh nghién
ctu Ve I cap sac ciia nguoi Dao Tién & Cao Bang, Bac Kan. Cong trinh
nay ciing chu yéu sir dung phuong phép miéu thut dan toc hoc, trong
do6 tac gia da 1i giai phan tich mot s6 nghi 18, cac yéu tb chi phéi I cap
sic. Ngoai cac sach mang tinh chat chuyén khao con c6 cac phan viét
vé 18 cap sic nhu Bé Viét Pang - Nguyén Khac Tung- Nong Trung —
Nguyén Nam Tién, dé cap trong cong trinh “Ngwoi Dao ¢ mién Bdc
Viét Nam”. Nam 1971, Ly Hanh Son trong cong trinh “Nguwoi Dao Tién
& Viét Nam”, ciing danh mot chuong viét vé I8 cap sac. O Trung Quéc,
nhitng nghién ciu vé 18 cap sic cia nguoi Dao twong dbi da dang va
phong phii. Trong d6 co thé ké dén cac cong trinh tiéu biéu, nhu “Diéu
tra dién da nghi 16 Tau Sai cia nguoi Dao 6 Ho Nam” do Ly Tuong
Hong, Trinh Didm Quynh (ZEREZL, #HiFH) chu bién. Pay 1a cong
trinh miéu thuat dan toc hoc kha ki vé cac nghi thic trong 1& Tau Sai
(cap sic clia ngudi Dao Kiém Mién). Cong trinh “Nghién ciu nhan hoc
nghi 1é cap sdc cia nguoi Dao Lam Pién” (2021) dugc tac gia Luu
bao (X1#) thuc hién kha cong phu, ngoai phan miéu ta cac nghl 1é Cap
SiC Cla nguoi Dao Lam Dlen tac gia con phan tich hé thong biéu
tuong, cau tric cua 18 cap sic. Pac biét, cong trinh “Dao téc chi: Bét
hirong — ban sdc vin héa va dan téc cua dan téc Dao Van Nam” (2009)
cua tac gia Hoang Quy Quyén (fé-f 7A) da thuc hién so sanh do gioi
gitta hai nhém Kiém Mun va Kiém Mién. Nhu vay, riéng vé mang
nghién ctiu vé 18 cap sic, néu nhu & Trung Quéc, cac hoc gia da thuc
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hién tuong dbi dong déu ¢ ca hai nhom Kiém Mién va Kiém Mun thi &
Viét Nam mdi tap trung & nhém Kiém Mién. Trong do, cac cong trinh
nghién ciru so sanh do gidi giira hai nhém nhu Hoang Quy Quyén da
thuc hién 1a khong nhiéu. Trong cong trinh nay, tac gia mai chi thyuc
hién so sanh ¢ nhitng biéu hién bé ngoai théng qua miéu thuat, con cac
noi dung nhu: so sanh cau tric hé thdng cac thanh té nghé thuat, so
sanh ton gido tin ngudng ciing nhu 1y giai su giéng va khac nhau 1a
chua thuc hién hoic c6 nhung chua rd rang. Bai viét sau day s& tién
hanh nghién ciu, so sénh I8 cip sic cia hai nhém Dao Kiém Mién va
Kiém Mun & Viét Nam trén nhitng phuong dién noi trén.

1. Mot sb dic diém gidng nhau giira nghi 1& cip sic cia ngudi
Dao Kiém Mién va Kiém Mun

Nghi I cip sic ciia nguoi Dao Kiém Mién va Kiém Man ¢é chung
maot sé dic diém sau:

1.1. O céc cdp d¢: cap sic ba dén, cap sac bay dén, cap sic 12 dén
hodc cap sic Cap 1: Tang Dén (Ping Yén) — Hanh Ho (Hanh Ha
chay); cap sic Cép 2 Thanh Pang: Tu Pu — Cong Hin; cap sic Cép 3:
Cong Vudng — Mi Don Chai; Cap 4: Minh Chan — Hong Wuin (Minh
Chau Hong An Pai Hoi);

1.2. O' muc dich cép sdc: danh dau su truong thanh, sy chuyén tiép
cua thanh vién trong xa hoi, nang cao uy tin trong doi sdng tén giéo,
tin ngudng; dugc song & mot thé gigi tt dep sau khi mat.

L& cap sac mic du dién ra véi da dang nghi thire nhung ndi dung chii
dao gom cac budc sau: tdy ué - lam sach chay dan dé don thanh; moi
thanh; dang tau s¢ bay to thinh ciu cua thay cing va gia chu Ién thanh
thanh; dang tiéc 1&n thanh than; to chic céc nghi thire danh dau su truong
thanh ciia thanh vién duoc cap sac; tién thanh than vé thé gisi bén kia...

1.3. Chikc ndng cua nghi 1€ cdp sdc cia hai nganh Dao Kiém
Mién va Kiém Man

Chite nang cia nghi 1é thanh dinh, chic ning nay thé hién dam nét &
nguoi Dao Lan Tén (& Lao Cai goi 1a Dao Tuyén) (cap sic ¢ do tudi tré em
nam budc vao tudi truang thanh), tré em nam ciing trai qua cac thir thach
dac biét trong cudc séng nhu an kiéng (dn chay), nga mot minh véi thay,
Kiéng ngu vai vg, vuot qua cac thir thach dac biét nhu tréo 1€n ndi Dao, leo
nai ban dém.... Dau vét nghi 18 thanh dinh & nhém Dao Kiém Mién chi
con béng dang lo ma, khéng rd nét. Vi kia tudi cap sic cua ho lai thuong
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la tudi treong thanh. Viéc cp sic la phong cip cia Dao giéo chir khong
con su danh dau tudi truong thanh. Tuy nhién & nhém Dao Kiém Mién van
con nhirng dau vét, thir thach nhu bude qua ludi cdy nung, nhao I16n vai
dong tac kho, tréo 1€n dan thod vuot qua cac niii dao. ... Ho cling an kiéng,
ngu kiéng, sinh hoat theo mét ky luat nghiém khéc.

Chite nang xd héi. Khi cap sic thanh c¢bng, ngudi duoc cip sic nhu
mot ngudi duoc “tai sinh”, tré vé cong dong véi vai trd méi, vinh du
méi. Ho duogc ca cong dong don tiép, vinh danh (giéng nhu vira c6 tén
trén bang thong bao dd dat quan tan khoa). Trong cong dong, ho co
quyén thay mit gia dinh di hop héi nghi cua cong ddng, khi truong
thanh s& duoc lva chon bau lam trudng thdn; khi vé gia ciing trd thanh
nguoi O uy tin, gia Iang Cua cong dong Su ton trong nay dugc thé hién
ca trong céc nghi 1€, sip xep vi tri an uéng, c6 quyén tham duy cac nghi
I& quan trong cta cong ddng.

- Chire nang ton gido. Sau 18 cap sic, ngudi duoc cip sic da co
diéu kién co ban nhit dé trg thanh thay clng (ngoai ra, con phu thudc
vao su lya chon cua ngudi duoc cip sic, vao ning luc thuc hanh phép
thuat, vao uy tin trong cong dong, ...); sau khi chét méi duoc vé Véi
thé gisi cua to tién (Thién phu hoic Duong Chau Pai Dién). Theo
quan niém cua nguoi Dao Kiém Mién, ca vo va chong tham gia cap
sic (theo cac cip ba dén, bay dén va 12 dén) thi ca vo va chdng sau
khi chét déu dugc vé véi to tién. Trudong hop gia dinh nghéo chua 1am
duoc cap sic cho nguoi than thi ngudi chéng (du con tré hay cao tudi
ma vo da khuat ndi tir trudce) thi déu cd nghi I cap sic deo thé cia vo
& chan caa minh. Nhu vay, cip sic con gilp cho hai vo chong du diéu
kién vé véi thé gisi cua to tién. Sau nghi 18 cip sic nguoi Dao Kiém
Mién s& duoc phong cap tré thanh nguoi bay dén hay 12 dén. Ngudi
Dao Kiém Mun sau I& cip sic ciing duoc trang bi day du kién thic vé
Dao gi4o (thdng qua viéc doc kinh thur va cac nghi 1€). Ho ciing chinh
thire trg thanh mot thanh vién cua Pao gido. Nhu vay, 18 cip sic cua
nhom Kiém Mun va Kiém Mién c6 chung vé chirc nang caa nghi 18.
L& cap sic nhu mot tap thé tao cho ho budc vao cude doi duge binh
dang, dugc cong dong coi trong.

Ngoai ra, su giéng nhau trong nghi I& cp sic cua ca nhém Kiém
Mién va Kiém Mun 1a khéi lwong 16n Kinh thw dugc trang bi cho
ngudi cap sac. Noi dung cia Kinh thu phan da 1a cac bo kinh cua Dao
gido nhung da duoc Dao héa. Kho tang kinh thu ciia hai nhom Kiém
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Mién va Kiém Mun (sach bén Dao) déu twong ddi giéng nhaut. Ho c6
ca cac nghi 18 riéng vé doc kinh cling nhu céc 19i the, nguyén trude
dan thd dudi sy giam séat cua cac thay cung Tuy noi dung theé, nguyén
cua nhom Kiém Mun khéc véi nhém Kiém Mién nhung thyc chat day
la sy khac biét vé tiéu tiét con toan bod ¥ nghia, yéu cau cua l0i thé,
nguyén déu giéng nhau.

2. Sw khac nhau trong nghi 18 cap sic cia nguwoi Dao Kiém
Mién va Kiém Muan

Nghi 18 cap sic cua nguoi Dao Kiém Mun khac han véi nhém Dao
Kiém Mién & ddi twong, do tuai, gidi tinh, thoi gian cua nguwoi dwoc
cap sac ciing nhu hé théng céc nghi thitc trong 1€ cdp sdc.

2.1. Dj tudi cdp sdc

Déi tugng cap sic caa nhém Dao Kiém Mun tap trung chi yéu vao
cac bé trai c6 tam tudi tir bay dén trudc 18 tudi. Nam 2023, trong 17 18
cap sac duoc khao sét ciia nhém Dao nay trén dia ban ba tinh Lao Cai,
Yén Bai, Tuyén Quang thi c6 tgi 15 I8 danh cho tré tir 10 tudi dén 16
tudi, chi c6 hai ddi twong 1a nguoi truong thanh (Mot nguoi ngudi 30
tudi, mot ngudoi 38 tudi). Theo quan niém cia ngudi Dao Lan Tén, cap
sac cho tré nho dé dta tré som trg thanh ngudi trudng thanh, c6 du
diéu kién ganh véc trach nhiém ciia mot thanh vién trong cong dong
x4 hoi va c6 thé gia nhap doi ngii thay cing (néu du diéu kién). Nhung
¢ nhém Dao Kiem Mien, trong 12 nghi & cap sic duoc khao sét & Sa
Pa tinh Lao Cal trong bon nam gan day (2020 2023) do tuoi Cua doi
tuong duoc cAp sic lai chia nhu sau: cAp sic cap ba dén chu yeu la
nhiig dira tré tir bay dén 16 tudi hodc nhitng ngudi nhiéu tudi hon
nhung do diéu kién kinh té khong cho phép nén t6 chicc muon hon.
Theo phong tuc, tré em nguoi Dao Do dén 13 tudi tré 1én co thé duoc
cap sac ba dén, nhung ngudi Dao chu yéu doi cho con ldy vo thi cap sic
ca hai vo chong. Do d6, tudi ctiia ngudi Dao cip ba dén hién nay thuong
tir 20 tudi tro 18n. Con cap sic 12 dén chil yéu 1a nguoi da truong thanh,
d3 qua cAp sic bay dén, thuong & do tudi trung nién tro [én.

2.2. Gigi tinh va sé lwong nguwoi diwgc cap sdc

Mot diém khac biét khac gitta hai nhém Dao 13 vé gigi tinh dbi
tugng dugc cip sic. Nhém Dao Kiém Mun chi cdp sic cho nam gidi
con nhém Dao Kiém Mién la cip sic cho ca hai vo chong ngusi dugc
cap sic (ca nam va nit). Ngudi ¢ vo chet hodc chdng chét thi lam
hinh nhan bang gd budc theo nguoi séng véi quan niém ngudi do
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cling tré vé duong gian va dugc cap sac. Tham chi ¢ thé cap sic cho
bd me, 6ng ba ngudi duoc cip sic du ho da chét tir 1au. Sé luong
ngudi duoc cap sic trong mot dam cap sic gitta hai nhom Kiém Man
va Kiém Mién ciing khac nhau. O nhém Kiém Mun cha yéu 1 cép sic
danh riéng cho mot dua tré nhung khoang 20 nim gan day, mot 18 cap
sic ¢6 thé cung lic t6 chic cho hai, ba dtra tré c6 do tudi gan bang
nhau trong ciing mot gia dinh. Nguoc lai, véi nhdm Kiém Mién, cip
sic tap thé cho vai chuc cap vo chdng 1a hién tuong kha phd bién.
Diéu nay c6 thé dé& dang gip duoc trong cac dot cip Sic cia ngudi
Dao D6 ¢ Lo Cai, Yén Bai nhitng nam tir dau thé ki XXI dén nay.

Nhu vay, do tudi va hinh thic cip sic cua nhom Dao Kiém Mién
“linh hoat” hon nhém Dao Kiém Mun, nhung déu huéng dén muc dich
chung 1a dé tiét kiém chi phi, 1& vat va giam ganh nang kinh té cho
nhiéu gia dinh. Binh quan dé thuc hién mot 18 cap sic 12 dén cua riéng
timg nguoi tiéu tén tir 30 dén 50 triéu dong, nhung néu 1am tap thé,
kinh phi d4 giam di rat nhiéu, chi con khoang tir 10 dén 12 tri¢u dong.

2.3. Cdp bdc va cdp dé cia 1é cap sdc

Dao Kiém Mién ngoai I& cap soai®, ngudi ta chia cap sac thanh ba
cap do. Tuy nhién, khéng phai ai trai qua ba cip d6 nay déu tré thanh
thay cing ma tly theo nguyén vong cua tirng ca nhan

Cap ba den: cap sic ba dén 1a cip sac thap nhat véi muc dich cong
nhan sy truang thanh caa mot bé trai hodc dan 6ng. Sau 1 cap sic nay,
ngudi dugc cap sic s¢ hitu 36 4m binh, ¢6 tén am va du tu cach dé tro
thanh thay clng (néu nhu lya chon theo nghé), c6 thé tham gia vao cac
hoat ¢ong nghi I& chung cua cong dong. Tai xa Ta Phin (Sa Pa, Lao
Cai), trong s6 hon 20 nguoi cap sic ba dén chi c¢6 11 ngudi lya chon
lam duoc thay cling.

Cap bay dén: nguoi cip sic bay dén thuong & do tudi trung binh tir
25 dén 30, sau cap sic s& so hiru 72 4m binh, dwoc coi 14 s¢ hitu sic
manh phép thuat cao hon cp sic bac ba dén. Ciing nhu truong hop
cap sic ba dén, khong phai ai sau khi trai qua cdp sic bay dén ciing
lya chon lam thay cling. Tai x& Ta Phin, chi c6 6/21 truong hop duoc
cap sac bay dén tre thanh thay clng.

Cdp 12 dén: ngudi cap sic 12 dén thuong co do tudi tir 40 tro Ién,
sau cap sac s& so hitu 120 am binh, dugc coi 1a nhitng ngudi s¢ hitu sirc
manh phép thuat cao nhat, cao hon cap sic ba va bay dén. Tuy nhién,
ciing c6 trudng hop dic biét, duoc cap sic12 deén khi mai 1én chin tudi
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(hoc 16p 3) & x& Nam Mudi, huyén Vian Chan, tinh Yén Béi. Trong nghi
1& nay, con c6 hon 40 cap vo chdng ¢ cac khu vuc 1an can cung dén t6
chac chung. Céc thay cung néi rang, chi can gia dinh c6 du diéu kién
kinh té va to tién, than thanh cua dong ho cho phép 1a c6 thé t6 chuc I8
cap sic 12 dén cho ca nhitng bé trai ¢ do tudi nay. Pidu d6 cho thiy
khong phai ai trai qua cac nghi 18 cip sic. ké ca cap sic 12 dén ciing
déu tré thanh thay clng. Tai xa Ta Phin chi c6 2/9 truong hop cap sic
12 tré thanh thay cung. O day chac chan nghi 18 cdp sic con mot y
nghia nhu phu do cho stc khoe, hoic duoc céc than linh bao tro cho
ngudi duoc cap sac. Vi thé méi cap sic ca cho dira bé chin tudi.

Nhu vay, phan cap sic ba dén, cip sic bay dén, cAp sic mudi hai dén
khong hin 1a phan &nh vé trinh d6, ning luc va cip bac cua céc thay
clng. Thay cing duoc cap sic bay deén thuong |a nhitng nguoi duogc
danh gia 1a cao vé mat phép thuat, cd uy tin trong cong dong va co thé
thuc hién nghi 18 cap sic ba dén va mot s6 nghi 18 khac ma thay dugc
cap sic ba dén khong thyc hién duoc (cing rung, giai han, ...); Riéng
thay cling ma duoc cap sic 12 dén duoc coi la thay bac “cao ting”, s&
hitu trinh d6 phap thuat cao nhat, ¢ uy tin cao trong cong ddng, c6 thé
thuc hién duoc 18 cap sic ba dén, bay dén va mét sé nghi I ma hai bac
con lai khong 1am duogc, nhu tang ma, ta ma, ...Vao cudi thé ky XX,
mdi huyén ¢ tinh Lao Cai chi c6 mot dén ba thay cing dang nay va
muén lam 18 cap sic 12 dén, ngudi Dao Do ¢ Bét Xat phai té chuc don
cac thay cliing ¢ Yén Bai Ién cap sic (Phong van hoi ¢ cua tac gia voi
cac thay cung tai dia ban khao sat 1a huyén Sa Pa, Béat Xat, 1/2024).
Hién nay, ¢ hai huyén Sa Pa, Bat Xat tinh Lao Cai chi c6 khoang hon
20 thay cung duoc cap sic 12 dén. (Tu liéu phong van sau cua tac gia
Véi tap thé 12 thay cing & Sa Pa va Bat Xat, T4/2024).

Khao sét thuc té cho thay Dao Kiém Mun chia cip sic 1am bén cap
d6 quy mo cuia nghi 18 khac nhau chir khong phai dia vao cap bac kha
nang, trinh d6 thay ciing dat dwoc nhu 1& cap sic Kiém Mién:

+ Cdp 1 nhé nhat (Tang dén (Pdang Yén) - Hanh Ho (Hanh Ha
chay)): day 1a 18 cap sic va 1am chay® nho nhat cia ngudi Dao Lan
Tén. Quy md I8 cling nay chi lam trong mét ngdy, chi can mot 6ng
thay cling (Iam ca bén Pao gido va Su gido). Pdi tugng clng 1a Than
nha “Pau man” va Than Dé Miu “Ta Phu Man”

+ Cdp 2 Thanh Pang (Tu Pu — Cong Hin): day 1a 18 cdp sic va
cling chay moi c&c than Ban vuong, gia tién (bdn doi), Pau Bé vé du.
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Muc dich 14 cau binh an, chira bénh. Thoi gian cap sic khoang dudi
hai ngay, co6 day du thay cing bén Su va bén Dao.

+ Cap 3: Céng Vudng — Mi Dén Chdi: déy 1a 1 cap séc loai to cau
binh an hoic hoan nguyén dién ra trong ba ngay cé sau thay clng
chinh va nhiéu thay cing phu cua bén Su va bén Dao.

+ Cdp 4: Minh Chan — Hong Wudn (Minh Chdu Héong An dai héi):
day 1a I c4p sic va lam chay 16n nhit, nhung hon 10 nim nay khong
dugc t6 chuc ¢ tinh Lao Cai, Yén Bai, Tuyén Quang, Ha Giang... O
Trung Quéc, theo Hoang Quy Quyén, 18 cap sic quy mo nay ciing da
tir 1au khong con dugc t6 chirc. Nghi I8 nay huy dong dong dao thay
ciing dén thuc hién, thoi gian to chtc bay ngay; muc dich 1a dé hoan
nguyén (tac 1a thuc hién nghi thac tra 1€ cho mot 1oi hira nao d6 cua
gia chu véi t6 tién, than thanh trude d6) hodc cAp sac cau con, cau tho,
giai han. Nghi 18 nay rét tén kém, nghi thicc phuc tap, can nhiéu thay
gioi nén hién nay khong con t6 chirc nira.

Nhu vay, cac cip do cap sic lam chay cua ngudi Dao Kiém Man
khong phai 1a trinh d¢ cao thap nhu Kiém Mién ma chua yéu 1a quy mo
va muc dich cua I cip sic va lam chay.

2.4. Khong gian thiéng trong 1& cdp sdc

Khong gian thiéng dugc nhiéu nha Xa hoi hoc, Nhan hoc, Ton giéo
hoc nghién ctru. Mircea Eliade (1956) da dé cap dén khdng gian
thiéng trong céc cdng trinh Ban vé nguén goc cac ton gido (1948),
Thiéng va Pham (1956), 6ng nhian manh “moi khéng gian thiéng bao
ham mot sy linh hién, mot sy xam nhap cua cai thieng ma hé qua 1a
tach mot manh dat khoi méi truong cu trii xung quanh va lam cho né
khéc han di vé chat” [M. Eliade 1956: 27]. M. Eliade con cho rang:
“khong gian thiéng luén chiém linh vi tri dac biét va 1a noi trung gian,
hay 12 mot 16i mé ma tir d6 con nguoi tim kiém sy giao tiép véi than
linh” [Hoang Van Chung, 2022: 62].

Khong gian thiéng cia nhém Dao Kiém Mun: L& cip sic ciia ngudi
Dao Lan Tén dién ra tai cac dia diém nhat dinh ¢ bén trong va bén ngoai
khuén vién ng6i nha. Trude do, trong nha chi c6 khdéng gian thiéng la noi
dat ban tho to tién va ma nha. Khi to chuc 18 cap sic, cac khdng gian
hanh 1& dugc dung 1én, gdm dan cung chinh (Thuong Bat dan), dan cung
phu (Ha Bét dan), kinh budng (noi ngudi cip sac tap doc kinh), Thién
Dbinh so, Ngi dai. Nam khong gian nay duoc coi la nhitng khéng gian
thiéng cua nghi 18, 1a noi don cac vi than vé hanh I& véi cac nghi thac
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khéc nhau, chirc nang khac nhau. Nhu vay, trong bai viét néy, khai niém
Khong gian thiéng duoc hiéu 1a noi gap gé giira cac vi than linh va thay
cung ¢ ngoi nha cap sdc trong mgt thot gian thleng nhdt dinh (thoi gian
bat dau khi than linh xuong va két thic khi tién than linh di).

Thwong Bat dan: Trong céc khong gian thiéng cua I& cdp sac thi
Thugng Bat dan 1a khong gian ¢ dién tich I6n nhét ciing nhur ¢6 vai tro
quan trong nhat. Py 1a dan cung noi tra ngy cua cac vi than & cac miéu
than tién trén thé giéi Thién Phu xudng trd ngu trong thoi gian 1am 18,
Vi vy, dan cling chinh (Thuong Bét dan) dwoc chuan bi kha cong phu.
Gia cha 1am 18 mai Than L& Ban vao rung lay vat liéu dyng thanh tim
phén trudc ban tho cao hai mét rong khoang hon ba mét. Thuong Bét
dan duoc trang tri bang gidy mau cit thanh hoa van nhiéu hinh dang,
cac hang chir Nom Dao ghi tén cac dia danh (noi tr ngu cia Cac vi
thanh than), ghi chirc vi ctia cac dng thay ciing bén Pao va bén Su cling
cac cau ddi va cac clra co bat hwong noi cac vi than vé tam tra.

O chinh giita Thuong Bat dan ¢ dia danh “Ban by dén” - Van V5
bién - la vi tri phan chia gitra bén Su (Tam Nguyén) va bén Pao (Tam
Thanh). Tir ddy chiéu xubng phia dudi cac bat huong moi than ciing
déu chia 1am hai bén: Su va Pao. O bén Su thi ghi tén cac noi trii ngu
(dia danh phit) cua than thudc phai Tam Nguyén. O bén Pao ciing ghi
tén noi tra ngu (dia danh phi) caa than thugc phai Tam Thanh.

Ha Bdt dan: Ha Bat dan nam & vi tri d6i dién véi Thuong Bat dan,
& phia bén kia san nha gian giitra. Hai bén vach nay ddi dién voéi
Thuong Bat dan. Ha Bat dan duoc phan 1am hai phan & hai bén tuong
phia trai cira va bén phai cira®. Bén trai 1a noi tho mot s6 than linh caa
Dao gido (c6 mot bat huong va hai hinh nhan - mat na mau do), noi
dat hai hinh nhan nay 1a noi tho Ngoc Hoang vai cac Cong Tao. Bén
phai Ha Bat dan |a mot bat huong noi th Ban vuong va bb me cua
thay ¢ bén Su (b me cua su phu) Noi tho Ban vuong cting la khong
gian té chirc hoi Ban vuong, dién xudng Ban vieong ca. Bb me cua su
phu dugc tho ¢ day co nhiém vy ngin can ma, quy Xau xam nhap Bét
dan. Trong d6, vai trd ctia su mau 1a quan trong nhat vi chi c6 ba mai
c6 quyén ning ngan chin ma quy manh mé, con cha su phu 1a nguoi
bén canh trg gilp.

Kinh buéng: Kinh budng la budng doc kinh cua cau trd duoc cap
sic. Noi ddy, 6ng thay cing day tro doc kinh ngay dém. Kinh budng
nam & gian trai cua gian dung dan tho, twong trung cho ndi Long H6



Tran Hitu Son. Lé cdp sac (dd gidi) cia dén téc Dao: ... 129

son - dugc coi 1a thanh dia, 14 noi ma Truong Pao Lang da séng, tu
tap va sang lap ra Pao gido. Do d6 kinh budng ciing tugng trung cho
noi tu luyén, hoc tap kinh thu ciia Dao giéo. Tai day, thay bén Dao s&
day cho hoc trd cac bai kinh thiét yéu. Ldc nay, theo quan niém cua
toc ngudi, ngudi duoc cap sic mai ¢ trong giai doan “Au trung”, con
vO cling yéu 6t va dé bi cac thé luc ma quy lam hai, nén mdi khi ra
ngoai phai dung 6 hoic doi nén che mat/dau, 6 hoic nén dugc céc
than phu phép bang cac chit ghi rd chirc ning bao vé nhu: “Thién suwr
bao phu, Tir sodi bao phu”.

Thién Pinh s¢: Phia ngodi cira c6 mot ngdi miéu nho duoc trang tri
bing gidy mau vang, mau do, trén ¢ ghi dong chit Thién Dinh so - 1a
miéu tho Thanh hoang lang, déng thoi ciing 13 noi hop mat cua céc vi
than cua thién dinh, cac than ha giang tai day doi Thanh hoang lang
m& ctra roi méi vao duoc dan cing; Thién dinh sé ciing 1a mot trong
nhitng dia diém thyc hién nhiém vu ngin chin ma xau, ma &c va vi
than c6 chirc nang ngin chan chinh l1a Thanh hoang lang. Theo quan
niém cua nguodi Dao Kiém Mun, Thanh hoang mang gisi tinh nam. O
day, chiing ta thay xuat hién mot két cau déi lap trong tuong hd, dé 1a
vi than tai “chét chan” ma x4u ngoai cira (Thién dinh so) - nam gigi
(Thanh hoang) va vi than tai “chét chin” trong cira (ha bat dan) 1a nir
gidi (vo cta su phu bén Su) dam bao cho mét khong gian linh thiéng,
tinh sach cho ngudi thuc hanh nghi 18, Tir day co thé thiy, vai tro
Thanh hoang vo cing quan trong: vira 1a vi than cai quan, bao vé
khong gian thiéng, vira 1a ngudi giam sat, don tiép cac than tir Thién
dinh xubng. Ngoai ra, Thién dinh so con 13 noi tra ngu cua cac vi than
ngoai tai (nhu thé dia, xd vuong...)

Ngii dai: thuong dugc lya chon & nhitng noi biang phang trén suon
hodc mat d6i, nam phia trudc ngdi nha. Ngii dai dugc 1am mit san g co
bbn cot chong d, c6 thang nam bac ghép bang dao dan 1én, mat chinh
hudng vé phia Dong, do cao luén phai thap hon do cao ngii dai cua sur
phu chinh bén Su trong nghi 1&. Pay 1a biéu twrong dai dién cho ndi Mai
Son - v6n 1a trung tim tu hanh cua Pao gido phai Tam Nguyén — Ia gi&o
phai Pao gido c6 anh huéng 16n dén tin ngudng, t6n gido ctia nhoém
Dao Kiém Mun, dong thoi ciing 13 ngon ndi thiéng cua su phu bén Su
trong toc nguoi. Theo su tich, day 1a mot ngon nui cao, hiém tro, c6
nhiéu thir thach dbi v6i cac su cong. Trude khi lam 18 thay bén Su phai
mua vO, thyuc hién nghi thirc tiy ué va phép thuat bao vé Ngi dai.
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Khong gian thiéng ciia nguoi Dao Kiém Mién (dai dién nhém Dao Do)

Khong gian thiéng cia nhom Kiém Mién duoc tao bai bén khong
gian khac nhau: Khdng gian caa Trung Mén, khong gian caa Pau Lao
(dal lau), khdng glan cua To Sén (Do Son), khdng gian nli Mai Son.
Diém khéc biét ndi bat vé khéng gian thiéng glu:a hai nhém Dao thé
hién ¢ quy mé va dién tich caa khéng gian, cu thé khdng gian thiéng
ctia nhdm Kiém Mién bao gio ciing chiém dién tich 16n va quy md
hoanh trang hon khong gian thiéng ciia nhém con lai.

Trung Mdn: Nguoi Kiém Mun thuong 1am 1€ cip sic ¢ trong ngoi
nha cua gia chu (co con cap Sac) nhu:ng & nguoi Dao Do (nhém Kiém
Mién) can ctr 6 hrong nguol Cap sac, phai dung mot gian nha tam,
dién tich du I6n dé thuc hién cap sic 12 dén cho nhiéu ngudi cling mot
lac. Ngoi nha duoc goi 13 Trung Mon, dau nha (bé tri gian Khong Tir)
huéng theo hudng Pong, cudi nha (gian bép nau nuéng va dia diém
an udng cua phu nit) & huéng Tay. Theo chiéu doc gian Trung Mén
dugc bd tri 1am bdn phan: phan ngoai cung (huéng Béc) 14 noi sinh
hoat ciia khach va noi an ubng cua nhitng nguoi dugc cap sic; phan
thir hai 1a cac ctra cdng than, tu luyén, doc kinh, noi ngii cia nguoi
dugc cap sic; phan thir ba 13 noi treo tranh thd; phan thi ta duoc ngin
kin la noi tu va nghi cia phy nir - vg cia nhitng ngudi ham gidi dugc
cap sic. Trong Trung Mon noi linh thiéng nhat 13 noi dung ban tho
“Tru Chong” — ban thd to tdng cua trudng nhém cap sac. Trén buc
tuong, noi dat ban tho s& treo céc tranh thd cac vi than (co noi treo 18
birc, nhiéu viing ngudi Dao Do tinh Tuyén Quang) nhung ciing c6 noi
treo 36 birc nhu nhom Dao Po ¢ Sa Pa Lao Cai, Dao Do & mién Tay
tinh Yén Bai. O Trung Mén, vi tri linh thiéng tha hai (sau ban tho T6
Téng) chinh 1a cac cira va ban thd cua cac vi than Tam Thanh, Ngoc
Hoang, Thanh Chu, Hai Phién, Hitu Thanh (Thai Uy), Thién phu Dia
phu, Duong gian Thuy phut, Troeong Thién Su, Ly Thién Su, Giam trai,
Ngii ky binh m&, Ta truc cong tao. Trong cac ban tho thanh, ban tho
Tam Thanh va Ngoc Hoang & chinh giira - ndam vi tri trang trong nhat;
ban tho Giam trai nam & ctra bép, noi 4n udng caa phu nir; ban tho Ta
truc Cong Tao nam & phia ngoai cira chinh cua Trung Man.

MJi mét cra, mdi ban thd thanh déu co tranh cat gidy, cit vé cac
biéu tugng cua cac vi than thanh trong Pao gido va co chit cua tung ghi
tén cua ting vi. Ctra va ban tho ciing ndm dbi dién véi birc tuong treo
tranh tirng vi thanh. Dic biét, & Trung Mdn cac biéu twong tranh cit
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gidy dan & ban thd va ghé cua nguoi cap sic déu la nhitng biéu twong
ndi bat trong huyén thoai va trong hoi hoa cia ngudi Dao Kiém Mién.
Trudc hét, 1a 12 soi day sin ddy duoc bd thanh mot bo cang dai tir ban
tho T6 Tong dén hét gian Trung Mon. Pay 1a biéu twong cua 12 dong
ho trong truyén thuyét Ban Vuong ciia nguoi Dao. Bén canh dé, con co
cac hoa vian cat thanh qua bau trang tri & c4c cira don than va ghé cua
ngudi cip sic. Qua bau 1a biéu tugng thiéng xuét hién trong cau chuyén
vé nan hdng thily, nguoi Dao nho trdn trong qua bau ma tranh dugc
hong thily, ddng thoi day ciing 1a biéu hién caa “van héa bau bi” - cau
chuyén vé ngudn gdc cua cac dan toc duoc luu truyén ¢ nhiéu noi trén
thé gisi. Biéu tugng con ria nhu vi cau tinh, thin phi tro cho nguoi
Dao ciing duoc cham khic trong tranh cit gidy va ghé caa nam gidi
duoc Cép sic 12 deén. Ngoai ra, khép Trung Mo6n déu co tén cac dia
danh - noi tu luyén, noi & cta cac vi thanh.

Pai Pau Lao (Phang Pai Lau): thudng dit & phia trudc cira chinh
ciia Trung Mén, 1a san g hinh vudng, dat sat mat dat, 1a noi cp ky
(s diép cdng nhan hai vo chong da két hon dudi su ching giam cua
Ngoc Hoang). Phang Pai Lau von 1a mot gac 1on & trén cao, nhung
hién nay, ngudi Dao Kiém Mién thuong thiét ké dat sat mat dat, du
vay van ludn dugc ké thanh hai tang ngang dé thé hién y do.

To Sén (Pg Som): TO Sén nam & huéng Bong cua nha Trung Man.
Pay 1a dai cao hinh vudng c6 bén cot to chong da, trén mdi cot déu co
canh phan ndi véi troi. Trén To Sén, hudng Pong c6 ban thd Ngoc
Hoang, dudi dat goc phia Tay la ban tho Thé Cong, Tho Dia. Khi lam
I, thay clng dang sé, thiap huong mdi Ngoc Hoang vé ching giam,
cap 4n (con dau) cho céc hoc tro.

NUi Mai Son: nti Mai Son phai 1a khu ring (hoic do6i cao cd cay
moc um tum), & huéng Dong ctia nha Trung Mon. Pay 1a khong gian
truyén phép thuat caa cac thay cing cho cac hoc trd, ngudi la khong
dugc phép 1én ngon nui nay.

Nhu vay, két ciu caa khong gian thiéng trong 18 cp sic 12 dén cua
nguoi Dao nhom Kiém Mién gom cé bén khong gian: nha Trung Mon
- 14 noi thyc hién cac nghi 12 chinh thuc, noi cac than vé du I cap sic;
Pai Pau Lo 1a noi cp ky cho vo chong nguoi dugc cap sic; TO Sén
noi cap an tin cho vo chong nguoi cip sac; nai Mai Son noi céc thay
cling truyén phép cho cac hoc trd nam gidi duoc cap sac.
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2.5. Cdu truac trong nghi Ié cap sdc

Nghi I cap sic cua nhém Dao Kiém Mién khong phén chia thanh
nghi 18 bén Su va bén Pao nhu Dao Kiém Mun. Nhung nghi 1& cip sic
ctia Dao Kiém Mién déu gan lién véi 1& Hodn Ban Vieong nguyén, tao
thanh nghi 18 chung c6 hai bo phan 1a cdp sdc va Hodn Ban Vicong
nguyén (cung Ban Viong).

Nghi 18 cap sic caa nhém Dao Kiém Mun cé cau tric gdm nghi 18
bén Su va bén Pao. Pay 1a nghi 1& cau tric theo kiéu hai cap dbi lap,
bén Su 1a bén V6 Thuat, c6 nhiém vu bt quy trir ta, con bén Pao 1a
bén Vian c6 chiic nang day cach tng xu, cach séng, khuyén ran dé tir.
Mt khéc, I cdp sic Kiém Mun con gan chat véi I& 1am chay, 18 chay
c6 thé 1am riéng nhung 18 cap sic chi c6 thé lam duoc khi két hop voi
I& chay. Hai nghi 18 cung t6 chitc phan anh quan niém vé cau trac doi
lap: tai gidng sinh cho nguoi duoc cap sic (dua tre) va giai thoat linh
hon cho t6 tién khoi dia nguc. Dong thm I& cap sic cua Dao Klem
MUn gan véi 18 1am chay ciing nhu 18 Cap sic caa Dao Kiém Mién gin
vé6i 18 Hoan Ban Vuong nguyén con nham muc dich tiét kiém chi phi
cho céc gia dinh t6 chuc nghi I2.

2.6. Vé c4c thanh té nghé thugt trong nghi 1é

Céc nghi 18 cap sic du cua nhém Dao Kiém Mun hay nhém Dao
Kiém Mién déu la sy trinh dién céc loai hinh nghé thuat khac nhau. O
day, c6 nghé thugt ngon ter (Poc tho, doc céc bai cling, cac bai s6...); 6
nghé thugt trinh dién (hat don ca, hat ddng ca, mua, nhay, san khau
hoa...); c6 nghé thudt tzo hinh trang tri dan gian (tranh cat gidy trén
dan cang, trang phuc véi dao cu, tranh thd, mat na...). Nghi I& cp sic
duogc chia thanh nhiéu nghi thirc khac nhau, méi nghi thuc nhu mot
canh cia nghé thuat trinh didn véi mot cha dé nhét dinh. Cha dé do
duogc phd dién qua cac nghé thuat ngdn tir dién xudng, san khau (tién
san khau), nghé thuat trang tri. L& cap sic cia ngudi Dao Kiém Mién
(dai dién 1a nhom Dao Do) ¢6 tir 26 dén 30 nghi thic (tly ving, tly
nhém dia phuong). Nhom Kiém Mun (dién hinh 12 Dao Lan Tén) c6 16
nghi thirc bén Dao, 17 nghi thirc bén Su. Dic biét, nhém Kiém Mién cé
tranh tho duge trung bay trang trong & vi tri linh thiéng nhat, nhém Dao
Kiém Mun chi ¢c6 Dao Quan trang (Dao Ho), Dao Pau Bang (Binh
Thau) 1a c6 treo tranh th dwoc rlt gon con cac nhom khac déu khong
treo tranh tho, tuy nhién ho déu st dung mat na go va giy. Trong do,
mat na nhiéu nhat va phd bién nhat 12 nhém Dao Lan Tén.
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Trong 1& cip sac cua nguoi Dao Lan Tén, mat na gb cd ba loai khac
nhau. Loai mat na cia nhan vat chi duong mo duong cho hoc tro; loai
mat na cta hoang tr thir hai con Ngoc Hoang va mat na cua Ngoc
Hoang. Bac biét, nhém Dao Quan trang chi c6 mét loai 13 mat na caa 6ng
Ban C6 vé bao vé 18 dai, bao vé hoc trd; ngudi Dao Thanh Y ¢ Quang
Ninh c6 mit na Kadong. Loai hinh mat na gidy phé bién nhiéu & nghi I
cap sic cap do hai Thanh Pang: Tu Pu-Céng Hin va cip ba Cong Vudng
Mi Don Chdi 6 t6i 18-24 mit na nhung & cap do bdn sé mat na gidy c6
tir 48 dén 60 mat na. Cac mit na gidy la biéu tuong cua céc vi than vé dy
18 cap sic. Do d6, & nhom Dao Lan Tén cip do cap sic cang lén thi s6
mat na cang nhiéu-sé than vé du 1 cap sic déng dao. Riéng & nhém Dao
Kiém Mién chi c6 ba mit na duoc st dung trong I cap séc ba dén do 1a
mit na cua Tam Thanh cho thay cling S gidi, mat na dé deo cho thay Si
0id0, mit na tring deo cho thay khai dan.

Nhu vay, trong nghé thuat trang tri dan gian bén nhém Dao Kiém
Mién st dung nhiéu tranh thd nhung bén nhom Dao Kiém Mun (dic
biét 1a Dao Lan Tén khong sir dung tranh thd). Nhém Dao Kiém Mién
chi sir dung ba mat na gidy trong 18 cip sic nhung nhém Dao Kiém
Mun vira st dung mit na gb (ba mat na véi chite nang nhan vat khac
nhau) vira st dung nhiéu mat na gidy. Bac biét, voi mdi cap do cap
sac, nguoi Dao Kiém Mun sé& st dung sé mat na gidy tuong ung.

3. Mét vai nhan xét va két luan

Nguoi Dao di sang tao nghi 18 cap sic véi cac cha dé, muc dich
gidng nhau va da tré thanh nét dic trung cho vin hoa toc ngudi. Tuy
nhién, bén canh su gidng nhau con cé nhitng nét khac nhau co ban, diéu
nay cho phép ngudi ta dua vao do6 dé phan ra nhiing nganh Dao khac
nhau. Nguyén nhan caa sy khac nhau ndy bat nguon tir co ting van hoa
toc nguoi VA nén tang tén gido tin ngudng cua ting nhdém Dao. Trong
co tang ton gido tin ngudng cua nhom Kiém Mun con nhiéu yéu tb ton
gido nguyén thay nhu tho nhién than, tho vt té, tin ngudng phon
thuec... Pic biét, ngudi Dao Mun di co qua trinh sang tao, Dao hoa rat
rd vé Pao gido. Ho sang tao ra cac huyén thoai, truyén thuyét cua cac vi
than Pao gido nhu Sw tich Ngoc Hoang, Sir tich §é Mdu, Sw tich Tam
Thanh, Sy tich Tam Nguyén, Su tich Trueong Thién Su, Ly Thién Su...

M6t nguyén nhan khac nhu hoc gia Tir To Tuong (13:4H4%) dd nhan
xét: nhom Dao Kiém Mién va Kiém Mun tiép thu cac chi phai Pao gido
khac nhau. Nguoi Dao Kiém Mién tiép thu Dao gido phai Lu Mai (FEH
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JK). Nguoi Dao nhém Kigm Mun lai tiép thu Dao giéo cua hai phai: Phéi
Mai Son (#FLLIJR) va phai Hoan Man (5ei#7R) [13:4H4E, 2006: 18-40].
Piac trung Dao gido cua hai phai nay da tao nén sy khac nhau ¢ cac nghi
thic trong 1& cap sic. Nhu vy, nguy@n nhan chu yéu tao ra su khéc
nhau gitra nhém Dao Kiém Mién va Kiém Mun 1a do hai nhém tiép thu
cac chi phai Pao gido khac nhau, dong thoi ciing ¢6 nguyén nhan co
tang cua nhém Dao Kiém Mun con nhiéu yéu té ton gido nguyén thay.

Nghién ciu sy giéng va khac nhau cua nhém Dao Kiém Mién va
Kiém Mun bén canh viéc dya vao nghi 1& va phan tich nghi I& con phai
dra vao phan tich hé thdng céc chi phai Pao gi4o ma nguoi Dao da
tiép thu. Tir d6, lam rd su khac nhau trén cac phwong dién: do tudi,
gidi tinh cua ddi twong cap sic; cAp bac va cip do cua 18 cip sic; vé
khong gian thiéng, thoi gian thiéng cua 1& cp sic... Su khac nhau
trong 18 cap sic cua nhom Dao Kiém Mién va nhém Dao Kiém Min
da phan anh tinh da dang trong van hoa nguoi Dao. Chinh nho tinh da
dang ndy ma gia tri cua 1& cp sic ngay cang duoc dé cao.

Nghién ctru su gidng va khéac nhau cua 18 cp sic giira hai nén Dao
Kiém Mién va Kiém Mun duéi goc do “lich dai” cho thay ngudn goc
cac chi phai Pao gido dugc ngudi Dao tiép nhan, dong thoi ciing néu
duoc cac dic diém x4 hoi trong ting thoi ky; con nghién ctru dudi goc
d6 “dong dai” lai 1am rd nhitng diém khac biét co ban giita hai nhém
Dao. Tinh da dang vin hoa ndi troi trong 18 cap sac cua ngudi Dao
Kiém Mién va Dao Kiém Mun nhu bé tram tich luu giir cac yéu té lich
str tbn gido, tin ngudng, van hoa toc nguoi./.

CHU THICH:

1 Kinh thu ctia nhém Dao Kiém Mun chia thanh hai loai, loai bén Dao va
loai bén Su, twong tng véi hai dang thay cung Dao cong va Su cong.
Kinh thu bén Dao tuong dbdi gidng voi sach Kinh thu cua nhom Kiém
Mlen nhung Kinh thu bén Su, nhom Kiém Mién it thay.

2 Lé Cap tén @m cho bé trai hoac nam glm c6 tén am, khi mat s& vé duoc
Vo 6 tién. Tuy nhién, be trai hodc ngudi dan ong c6 ten 4m khong duoc
Cap m binh va khong dugc ding ra thuc hanh cac nghi & tin ngudng, ton
giao cho ban than, cho ngudi khac va cho cong dong Trong diéu kién neu
gia dinh qua kho khan, dan ong nguoi Dao Klem Mién c6 thé chi can
thuc hién I& Cap Soai ma ko can lam 18 Cap Séc.

3 Lam chay cua ngudi Dao Lan Tén la I€ ta on t6 tién cha me Cla nguoi
duoc cap sic, khong glong nhu Pam Chay cua ngudi Dao Quan Chet 1a
t6 hop ctia noi dung cap sic va Hoan Ban vuong nguyén

4 Pay la huéng tr Thuong Bat dan nhin ra.
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THE INITIATION RITUAL (LE CAP SAC) OF THE DAO
ETHNIC GROUP: A COMPARATIVE STUDY BETWEEN
DAO KIEM MIEN AND DAO KIEM MUN SUBGROUPS

Tran Huu Son
Institute for Research and Application of Culture and Tourism

Studying the similarities and differences in the /é cdp sdc (initiation
or ordination ritual) between the Dao Kiém Mumn and Dao Kiém Mién
subgroups is crucial to understanding the religious and spiritual
identity of the Dao people. This article is based on ethnographic
fieldwork conducted among these two subgroups in the northern
mountainous provinces of Vietnam. It aims to highlight the common
elements in the cdp sdc rituals shared by both groups. At the same
time, the author emphasizes the differences reflected through aspects
such as the age and gender of the initiate, the purpose of the ritual, the
sacred space in which it is held, and specific ritual procedures.

Keywords: ethnic beliefs, ritual, 1 cap sac (ordination/initiation),
Dao Kiém Mun, Dao Kiém Mién



