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THUGNG THUC TON GIAO

TU TIN NGUONG VAT LINH
PEN TiN NGUGNG THO CUNG TO TIEN

1. Tin nguwdng vat linh

Theo tin ngudng vit linh (animism)®,
van vit trong thé& gidi tu nhién nhu séng
ngoi, dat da, gié mua, v.v.. tat ca déu cod
hén linh ngy tri. Ban than tin ngudng
vat linh khéng phai 1a moét tén gido,
nhung né dudc coi 1a nén tdng clia cac
tin ngudng khéac, nhu tin ngudng bai vat
va tin ngudng vat t6.

Nha nhan ching hoc ngudi Anh 13 Sir
Edward Burnett Tylor (1832-1917)® da tao
ra thuat ng@ animism Trong tac phﬁ?m
Primitive Culture (Vin héa Nguyén thiy,
1871), Tylor cho rang tin ngudng nay 1a
hinh thitc cin ban nhét va so khai nhét,
do con ngudi bay ra sau khi tién héa tir
nguén gbéc chua mang hinh ngudi
(prehuman origins).

Theo Tylor, khi trai nghiém va quan
sat nhitng gidc mo, nhitng con ngit lim,
cai chét, con ngudi so khai suy xét va két
luin ring con ngudi phai c6 moét phin
bén trong (inner part). Cai phan bén
trong nay c6 thé tach rdi khéi xac thé.
Khi d6 con ngudi phai nim im lim, bat
déng nhu trong liic ngu, bat tinh, hay
chét. Suy luin theo kiéu twong déng, con
ngudi so khai di t6i § niém ring van vat
déu ciing cb cai phan bén trong iy giéng
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nhu ngudi, va Tylor goi tén phan bén
trong dé 14 mét hén linh (a soul)®.

Tylor nghi ring hén linh ban so 1a
mét khai niém kha thé thién. Mai vé sau
con ngudi di tién bd hon méi quan niém
vé hén linh tinh t& hon (titc 13 con ngudi
cang vé sau, cang quan niém vé hén linh
phitc tap hon). Thé réi trai qua thdi gian,
tin ngudng vat linh 1an lugt dudc thay
thé bing ngudng da than
(polytheism) va sau do la tin ngudng
nhit thin (monotheism). Nhitng thay thé
nay nhim thich tng v8i cac xi hoi cod

tin

cdu tric phitc tap hon, c6 trinh doé ki
thuat cao hon, va phat trién nhiéu hon.
Nhu vay, theo Tylor, tin ngudng tién hoa
theo trinh do6 tién bo ctia xa hoi.

Charles R. Taber cho ring cich giai
thich cia Tylor vé sy xuit hién cta tin
ngudng vat linh qua d6i duy li. Cac nha
nhin ching hoc ngiy nay ciing thudng
bac bd tinh cach duy li trong thuyét ctia

*  Dii Lan Lé Anh Diing, Nha nghién ctu, Tp. H6
Chi Minh.

1. Animism do g6c Latinh anima c6 nghia la hén linh
(soul, spirit). Animist 1a nguoi theo tin ngudng vat linh.
2. Sir 1a tr ton kinh dat trude tén cta ngudi dugc
phong tong nam tuéc (baronet) hay hiép si (knight),
do c6 cong nghiép déng gép cho nude Anh.

3. Linh hon 1a céch quen goi theo tir Han-Viét.
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Tylor. Con cac nha nghién citu vé tin
ngudng cluia xa hoi so khai ciing chi chap
nhan moét phan li thuyét cta Tylor, cho
ring hén linh 13 mét khia canh hay yéu
t6 hau nhu phd biéh cta cac tin ngudng
rat xa xua, xuat hién sém hon cai goi 1a
cac ton giao “thugng dae,ng” (the so-called
“higher” religions)®.

Theo Charles R. Taber, ngudi ta
thuong lam dung thuat ngi tin ngudng
vat linh dé chi cac ton gido cha cic xa
hoi nhd, cb 1ap, ki thuat so khai, chua cb
chit viét, titc 14 nhitng x3 hoi déi khi bi
goi tén moét cach khong chinh xac va
miét thi 1la xa héi ‘“nguyén thuy”
(primitive). Cing theo Taber, tin ngudng
vat linh 1a dic trung quan trong ctia cac
ton giao bi miét thi 4y, nhung né cing
dudc tim thiy trong mot s6 cai goi 1a ton
giao “thuong dfmg”@.

Theo Ray Billington®, ddu a4n cda tin
ngudng vat linh ting dwgc phan anh
trong Kinh Thanh Cwu Udc, ching han
nhu véi chi tiét k€ vé hon di trong hai
quyé°n sach saw:

- Sach Sing Thé Ky (28:10-22) ké: Jacob
tai Haran 14y hon di ké ddu nim ngu va
mo thay Thién Chaa hita ban cho chd dat
ay. Jacob thitc diy, 14y hon di dung ditng
1én, d6 diu lén trén, va khin nguyén
ring: “Hon di da dung lam tru diy sé 13
nha Thién Chaa.. "

- Sach Déin S6(20:1-11) ké: Tai hoang mac,
khi dan ching thidu nwée va ndi loan,
Moses cau nguyén va theo ding 15i Thién
Chiia day, 6ng 14y gy danh hon d4 hai lan,
nuéc lién tuén chay tran tré.. ©

Chuyén ban thé (transubstantiation)
1a mot tin 1i rat quan trong trong giao li
ctia Kitdé gido. Theo dé, nhd phép bi tich

Thanh Thé hay bi tich minh Thanh Chuaa
(Eucharist), banh mi va rugu nho cb thé
chuyén héa thanh méu va thit clia Chaa
Kitd6®. Billington 1ap luin ring néu xét
theo § nghia nhitng mén vat chat binh
thudng (physical objects) dugc tin 1a tré
thanh moét ban thé siéu nhién (a
supernatural essence) thi tin 1i chuyén
ban thé cing mang diu &n cha tin
ngudng vat linh®),

2. Tin nguwdng vat hoat

Tin ngudng vat hoat (animatism) hoi
khac hon tin ngudng vat linh®, Khi

4. Mot s6 nha nhan ching cho rang c6 su tién héa vé
ton gido (religious evolution); nhu vay, ton gido nao
xuat hién tré hon thi phiic tap hon va dugc xép hang
cao hon.

5. Charles R. Taber. “animism”. Xem: Keith Crim,
General Ed., The Perennial Dictionary of World
Religions. Harper San Francisco Pub., 1989, pp. 37-38.
6. Ray Billington. Religion without God. London &
New York: Routledge Pub., 2002, p. 21.

7. Genesis 28:22: “And this stone, which I have set for a
pillar, shall be God’s house...” The Holy Bible. The
British and Foreign Bible Society. Cambridge: printed at
the University Press (khong nam xudt ban), p. 35.

8. Numbers 20:11: “And Moses lifted up his hand,
and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the
water came out abundantly...” The Holy Bible. The
British and Foreign Bible Society, p. 182.

9. Ban thé thay déi, nhung hinh thiic bén ngodi clia
bdnh mi va rugu nho vin khong thay déi va duogc goi
12 tity thé cua Thanh Thé (Eucharistic accidents).
Xem: Nguyén Dinh Dién, Twr Dién Cong Gido Anh-
Viér. Ha Noi: Nxb Ton Gido, 2002, cic muc tur
“transubstantiate, transubstantiation”, tr. 708,
“Eucharist”, tr. 223; va “accident”, tr. 25.

10. “The Christian doctrine of transubstantiation,
with its view that the bread and wine become the
actual body and blood of Christ, has been described
as animistic in its conception, in the sense that
physical objects assume a supernatural quality or
essence.” Ray Billington, Religion without God.
London & New York: Routledge Pub., 2002, p. 21.
11. Robert Ranulph Marett dat tén cho tin ngudng
nay la animatism, do dong tit to animate 1a pha stc
song vao, 1am cho mot vat c6 su song. Ching han,
animated cartoon 1a phim hoat hinh.
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nghién citu vé thd din Melanesians & cac
ddo tdy nam Thai Binh Duong®®, Robert
Ranulph Marett® chti § t6i khai niém
clia ho vé mana. N6 1a ning luc siéu
nhién khéng cb sin trong mot vat, titc 1a
ning luc niy do ti¥ bén ngoii mang dén
cho vat do®s. Chae,ng han, mét mén khi
gidi da giét chét nhiéu tha ring hay ké
thu dude tin 13 ¢6 mana. Con ngudi c6 thé
st dung mana, nhu ding bia c6 mana dé
bdo vé vudn tudc. Bua ban didu khoéng
phai 14 vat linh, c¢6 thé chi 14 manh gidy
hay réo vai binh thudng, nhung do thay
phap x& li cach nao d6 (vé chit, dong
trién, v.v..) thi n6é dugc tin 13 ¢6 huyén
luc dé tré thanh vt linhs,

8. Tin ngudng bai vat

Tin ngudng bai vat (fetishism hay
fetichism) la khai niém do Charles de
Brosses® tao ra nim 1757 va dudc cac
hoc gia Phap, Pitc ding mét cach sang
tao vao thé ki XVIII dé mé ti dic diém
cac giai doan so khai trong qua trinh
tién héa cltia tén gido. Vao thé ki XIX,
cac nha nhan ching hoc va cac nha
nghién citu lich s& tén giao nhu
Edward John
Ferguson McLennan®” dé phat trién cac

Burnett Tylor va
thuyét vé tin ngudng vat linh va tin
ngudng vit t6 dé giai thich tin ngudng
bai vat. Khai niém vé tin ngudng bai
vat cho phép cac nha nghién citu lich
st tén gido chuyén sy cha § tit méi
quan hé ngudi va Trdi sang méi quan
hé con ngudi va cac vat théts,

Theo tin ngudng bai vat, mot moéon vat
dugc tin twéng 1a vat thiéng (fetish,
fetich) bdi vi n6 cé ning lyc linh thiéng,
do d6 ngudi ta ton sung hoac ton ths no.

Vit thiéng c6 thé 14 mot vat bat ki

trong thién nhién nhu cuc da, long
chim, vé s6, méng vudt thii, hoic mot
vat nhan tao nhu nhimg dudng cham
khic trén manh gb, nhung né thiéng vi
dugc tin 1a ¢6 ning lyc huyén nhiém.
Nang luc nay 1la do ty than vat thiéng
d6 c6 sin (twong tw nhu tin ngudng vit
linh), hoic do mé6t hén linh nao nhap
vao (twong tuy nhw khai niém vé mana
trong tin ngudng vat hoat).

Khi moét ngudi deo bua, c6 nghia ho
tin ring bua 1a vat thiéng di kha ning

12. Melanesia gém cac dao & dong bic Chau Uc va
phia nam dudng xich dao, nhu cdc ddo Salomon, Tan
Hebrides, Tan Caledonia, quin déo Bismarck, nhiéu
nhém ddo khac.

13. RR. Marett sinh ngay 13-6-1866 trén dao
Jersey, hon dao 16n nhét clia quan ddo Eo Bién (the
Channel Islands) & eo bién Anh (the English
Channel); va mat ngay 18-02-1943. La nha nhan
chung xa hoi hoc (social anthropologist) ngudi Anh
c6 nén tang vitng chic vé van hoc ¢ dién va triét
hoc, 6ng ndi tiéng nhd cong trinh nghién cttu vé qué
trinh ti€n héa cta luan 1y hoc (moral philosophy) va
cdc tin ngudng, tap tuc ton gido. (Tiéu st ddy dq,
xem: “Marett, Robert R(anulph)”,
http://www.britannica.com)

14. Xem: “animatism”, http://www.wikipedia.org.
15. Khoang ddu thap nién 60 thé ki XX, & xa Hoi An
(quan Chg Mdi, tinh An Giang), t6i thudng thdy mot
s6 tré nong thon méi 1an ban duge chim thi lai 14y
méu chim boi 1én gian thun, va gidi thich 1a dé cho
“linh”, bén con nao trdng lién con d6. Phdi ching
day ciing 1a mot biéu hién clia 1ong tin vao mana?

16. Charles de Brosses (1709-1777) sinh tai thanh
phé Dijon phia dong nudc Phdp, thim phan, hoc gia,
dich gi4, v.v... (tiu so day dbi, xem:
http://78.1911encyclopedia.org.

17. John Ferguson McLennan sinh ngay 14-10-1827,
tai Inverness, mot thi trdn (a burgh) phia béc
Scotland; va mat ngay 16-6-1881 tai Hayes
Common, Kent, dong nam nuéc Anh. Ong la luat su
va nha dan toc hoc ngudi Scotland. Nhitng ¥ kién cha
ong vé€ qué trinh tién héa cla van héa, quan hé than
toc (kinship) va nguén goc cla ton gido da thic day
nhitng nghién ctu nhan ching hoc. (Xem:
“McLennan, John Ferguson”,
http://www.britannica.com)

18. Xem: “fetishism”, http://www.wikipedia.org.
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bao ho cho ho. G Chau Au thdi xua, ngudi
ta tin ring cit cai méng ngua hay ban
chan thé trong minh 1a giit dugc van
hén. & Viét Nam, c6 ngudi ¢ tinh gin gii
mot sgi 16ng dic biét nao dé ma ho goi 1a
16ng tai, tin rdng né gitp ho co hdi cod
nhiéu tién. Nhu vy blia, méng ngua, ban
chan thd, sgi 16ng.. 14 moét loai vat
thiéng; ai tin vao ching la ngudi bai vat
(fetishist).

Trong phong thiy, khi ngudi ta treo
bila bat quai trude cita nha dé trir ta khi
xAm nhip®, do6 cing 1la mét dang tin
ngudng bai vat hay vat hoat (vi dudng
nhu khéng c6 su khac biét 1am giira hai
tin ngudng nay, c6 18 vi thé ma nhiéu
sach chi k& bai vat chir khéng nhic t6i
vat hoat).

4. Tin ngudng vat 18

Tin ngudng vat t6 (totemism)® 13
16ng tin tudng vao mot vat td (totem).

Vat t 13 mot con vat, mot loai cay hay
bat ki mét mén vat nio dé trong thién
nhién dudc coi 14 c6 méi lién hé dic biét
v6i moét ngudi, mot gia dinh, mot dong
tdc, mot bo lac. Thé roi con viat, loai cAy
hay moén vat &y duge dung 1am biéu hidu
cho ngudi d6, nhém ngudi dé. Nhu thé né
da thanh vat t6, va c6 khi ngudi ta ton
kinh né nhv 13 thiy t8 sang lap nén
dong tbc, b6 lac minh®, hodc 14 anh em
clia minh.

Vi di tu xac 1ap méi lién hé “rudt thit”
v6i vat t8, ngudi ta khéng duge sat hai,
hiiy hoai hay an loai thii, loai cay da
dugc coi 1a vat t6; nhitng ngudi cuing mot
vat t6 thudng khéng duge cuwdi nhau
Nhu vay, vat t6 dude coi 13 vat kiéng ki
(taboo, tabu).

Vit t6 con 13 thadn bio hd cho cong
déng va cac thanh vién trong cong doéng;
né cing 1a sgi diy rang budc tinh théng
nhit trong mét bo lac, dong tdc.

Hinh &4nh vat t6 ¢6 thé duge xim lén
than thé’, cham khic trén vii khi, vé trén
mit na, hoic déi véi thd dan & bd bién
tdy bic clia Bic My thi cham khic trén
cOt vat t6®2,

Trong tac phﬁtm Elementary Forms of
Religious Life (Cac hinh thitc so khai ctia
ddi séng tén Giado, 1912), nha xi héi hoc
ngusi Phap la émile Durkheim (1858-
1917)®® 1ap ludn ring cbi ré ctia tén giso
nim & tin ngudng vat t.

Mic du nhitng khai niém ban dau vé
cac tin ngudng vat linh, vat hoat, va vat
t6 da dugc tranh luin va sla chita, cac
thuit ngit ndy van duge mot s6 nha nhan
chiing hoc ding dé miéu t3 mét s tin
ngudng va nghi 1é tén giso.

19. Lé Anh Diing. Bdt Qudi Tix Truyén Thong Kinh
Dich Bén Cao Pai, Tap chi Nghién Ciu va Phdt
Trién. Hué: SO Khoa hoc, Cong nghé va Moi trudng
Thira Thién - Hué, s6 1(39)-2003, tr. 41.

20. Totem do tit nindoodem, nghia 1a “totem ctia t6i”,
trong ngoén nglt thé dan Ojibwa. Ngudi theo tin
ngudng vat t6 1a totemist. Tho dan Ojibwa (M§) ban
dau dinh cu & phia bdc hé Huron. Trong thé ki XVII
- XVIII ho di chuyén vé huéng tay, dinh cu & céc
bang Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, phia tay
Ontario, va Manitoba, 16i tiép tuc di cu dén phia béc
céc Dai Binh Nguyén (the northern Great Plains) &
Bac North Dakota, Montana, va Saskatchewan.

21. Nhu vay, khi ngudi Viét néi rang minh 1a con
rong chdu tién thi phéi chang c6 thé hiéu rong 1a vat
t6 clia ngudi Viét?

22. Ngay nay, khi t6 chiic cdc thé van hoi, hay SEA
Games, céc nude chli nha ciing lya chon mot con vat
dac trung 1am biéu tugng. Phai chang, day 1a mot “di
tich” clia tin ngudng vat t6?

23. Durkheim 1& mot trong nhiing 6ng té clia nganh
x4 hoi hoc. C4c tdc phdm quan trong clia ong c6
quyén The Rules of Sociological Method (Céc quy
tac clia phuong phdp Xa hoi hoc, 1895).
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5. Tin nguwdng tho ciing t8 tién

Tin ngudng ths cing t8 tién (ancestor
worship, ancestor veneration) dat trén
ditc tin ring chét khong phai 13 hét;
ngudi chét thé xac tiéu tan nhung vin
con linh hén. T xa xwa nhiéu dan toc da
c6 dic tin nay. Thi dy, ngusi La M4 thoi
8 tin va thd linh hén ngudi chét; tiéng
Latinh goi linh hén ngudi chét 14 manés,
chuyé’n sang tiéng Anh 13 manes.

Ngudi ta tin ring nhitng nhu ciu va
ham muén cla con ngudi vin khong thay
ddi sau khi da chét, do d6 con chau phai
dang 18 vat cling bai t8 tién dé théa man
cac nhu cdu va ham muén dé. Khi ding
cting thite &n, ngudi ta tin ring linh hén t6
tién ciing can c6 cai dn va dugc tiép tuc ton
tai trong thé gidi ctia ngudi chét. Do tin
tudng nhu viy, ngudi Viét Nam hay néi:
duong sao Am vay. Con ngudi Hoa thi bao:
Sy ti nhu sy sinh; sy vong nhu sy ton.
G, FHTWFF: The nguwdi da
chét nhw thé phung su ho dang séng, thd
ngudi mi't réi nhu thé ho dang con).

Ngudi ta ciing tin ring linh hén t8
tién ¢6 quyén ning anh hudng t6i su
thinh vugng, may mén va sd phin cla
con chau dang séng. Néu con chau lam
tron bén phin cang té&, t8 tién sé vui 1éng
phit ho. Trai lai, néu con chau 1 13, t6
tién sé gian va qud trach.

Co6 thé suy luin ring, tin ngudng thd
cang t6 tién 13 hinh thitc phat trién cao
hon cta tin ngudng vat t8, bdi 16 thay vi
nhin nhin quan hé 6 tong gitta con
ngudi véi moét con vat, moét thdo moc,
v.v.. ngudi ta da chon ngay chinh t8 tién
trong gia téc huyét thong ctia minh.

3 Péng A, khi chiu 4nh hudng cda
mét s6 ton gido nhu Phit gisdo, Khéng

gido, Pao gido, Than DPao, v.v.. tin
ngudng thd cing t8 tién sé chuyén hoa:
tit viée cAu canh, dbi chac su bao hd sé
tré thanh bdn phéin dao ditc.

P. Radin® cho ring tin ngudng thd
cang t6 tién c6 thé bit nguén tit viée thd
cing cac vi thidn hé ménh (guardian
spirits), mot tin ngudng phd bién & Chau
A. Chdng han, § Trung Quéc vao ddi nha
Chu (1111-249 truSc Cong nguyén), tin
ngudng thd cing t6 tién phat trién khi
cac vi thiiy t6 ctia bd lac hay thi téc dude
chuyén déi thanh cic vi than bio ho gia
dinh lfic ma gia dinh 14n at b6 lac hay
thi téc dé trd thanh don vi trung tim cta
x4 hoi va t8 chic chinh tri. Khi &y, su
cdu khén cac vi than bao hd bod lac hay
thi tdc dude chuyén thanh sy cidu khin
nhitng ngudi qua ¢b trong dong ho.

Kh(‘;ng gido dit gia dinh vao trung tam
hé théng dao dirc, di 1am vai tro gia dinh
ting thém tam quan trong va gép phan
thay déi dién mao ctia tin nguéng thd cing
t6 tién. Thuc vay, Ditc Khéng T khéng
nhin manh téi yéu t6 quy thin trong su
cing t& ma nhin manh téi tinh cAm cha
ngudi séng trong su thanh kinh twéng nhd,
tri 4n t6 tién. Do d6, trong lic & Chau Phi
tin ngudng thd cing t3 tién gén véi phi
thiy, boéi toan va ma thuit, thi & Pong A
nhitng hinh thitc mé tin 4y chi 14 mét phan
riat nhd. G Chau Phi, phii cing t4 tién vi sg
ring t tién bat binh sé ngung bio hd con
chau va con chau sé bi yéu ma ta quai xam
pham, pha phach, thi & Péng A, thd cing
t6 tién 14 dao hiéu, 13 bén phan dao ditc
clia ngudi séng doi véi ngudi qua co./.

24. T4c gid quyén Primitive Religion: Its Nature and
Origin (Ton gido nguyén thuy: Tinh chat va Ngudn
goc, 1937).
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