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TON GIAO 0 NUGC NGOAI

PHAT GIAO O MY

P hit gido la moét trong nhimg tém
Thai giao, Islam gido. Pén cubi thé ki
XX con s6 Phat tit di 1én dén 5,56 triéu.
Phét gido & My phan bd & nhiéu bang. G
California chiém dén 38% téng s6 Phat
t, tiép doé 14 New York 6,57%, r6i dén
Texas, Massachusetts, Washington, v.v...
Phiat t&* & My chiém 0,7% dan s6 My,
ditng sau Kitdé gido (78,4%) va Do Thai
giao (1,7%).

giao 16n & My, sau Kité giso, Do

Phit t* 8 My ngay nay bao gém tit
nhiéu nuwéc Chau A nhap cu tit thé ki
XVIII va Phat t&t clia cac dan téc khac
theo tin ngudng va téon giao Phat giao.
Tuy vay, cac Phat t& ngudi My géc Chau
A van 1a dong nhat.

Cong dong Phat tit déng ddo, séng
trong moét x4 hoéi hién dai hiu cong
nghiép va cong nghiép & Mj nhung van
gitt lai c6t cach hai hoa gitta troi, dat va
con ngudi trong méi quan hé hitu co, gin
b6 mat thiét véi nhau. Chua Phat & My
khoéng chi 13 e¢ong trinh phuc vu tén giso
ma con la nhitng c¢oéng trinh van héa.

Khi Alexan DPai d& (Alexander the
Great) chinh phuc Trung A 13 cd hdi cho
Phat gi4o tit An D6 lan truyén sang Chau
Au, tao nén Phat gisdo - Hy Lap (Greco-
Buddhism) dé réi sau nay, khi Chau My

~

LE PINH CUC®

duge phat hién thi nhirng cw ddn Chéau

Au vugt bién dén Bic My tao lap nén
nuwéc My mang theo cad ton gido cua

minh, trong d6é c6 Phit gidao. Bo 1la mot
con dudng dén My cta Phit gido. Con
dudng thit hai rAm rd hon, déong ddo hon
1a nhitng dgt nhip cu ao at cia ngudi
Chau A dén My vao thé& ki XVIIL Ho 1a
ngudi Trung Quobc, An D6, Nhat Ban,
Triéu Tién, Thai Lan... P& rdi ngay nay,
Phat gidao & My c6 vi tri quan trong
trong ddi séng ton giao va xa hoi.

Thé& ki XIX, khodng nim 1820, Phit ti
ngudi Trung Qudc da c6 mit & My. Gan
30 nim sau (1849) & California da c6 vai
tram Phat t& va ngéi chua diu tién da
dudc xay dung & San Francisco nim 1853
do cac Phat ti trong H6i Hitu nghi My -
Trung ditng ra quyén gbp va xiy dung.

Phét giao phat trién nhanh va réng khip
nuSc My tit nhitng nim dau thé ki XX, khi
Phat tit nguwdi Nhiat mdé nhiéu trung tim
truyén dao va day Thién & nhiéu thanh phé
My. Niam 1905, su thiy Soyu Shaku dén San
Francisco thuyét phap va day Thién hoc,
mé dau cho nhiéu su thay khac ké tuc nhu
Sokatsu Shaku, Koyu
Uchida, Shuye Sonoda, v.v...

Nyogen Sensazi,

*.PGS. TS., Ha Noi.
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Cudi nhitng nim 80 thé& ki XX, ngudi
My g6c Chau A ting lén rit nhanh. Toan
cau hoa tao diéu kién cho nhiéu Phit ti
tit Chau A, dic biét 13 ngudi Trung Qudc,
ngudi Nhat, ngusi Viét Nam, ngudi Lao,
ngudi Campuchia... dén My, d6 14 nhimg
ngudi cé trinh dé hoc van cao, véi 37,4%
Phat t& c6 trinh dé cao ding va dai hoc.
Ti 1& that nghiép cia nhitng ngudi theo
Phat giao thap so véi cac ton giso khac.
Thu nhip binh quan cia gia dinh Phat ti
x4p xi 29.000 USD®. Anh hudng ctia Phat
giao do6i véi doi séng kinh té, xa hoi ngay
cang cao, mic du & My lac dé6 khéng
nhiéu ngudi theo Phit gido hoat dong
chinh tri, trd thanh chinh khach nhu
Cong giao hay Do Thai gido. Va Phat gido
ciing khong c6 lich st 1lau dai nhu dao
Tin Lanh hay Chinh Théng giao.

Trong s6 nhitng Phat tit 13 ngudi My
phdi k€ dén Henry David Thorenau®,
ngudi cung véi Raldo Emerson xuit ban
Tap chi The David cong b6 nhitng ban
dich Kinh Phit sang tiéng Anh dé phd
bién, truyén dao Phat & nuéc My. Cing
véi hai nha vin, Phat t& nay 1a nhiéu tri
thitc ngwsi My nhu William Jone, Charles
WilKins di dich Kinh Phit ti tiéng Phan
(Sanskrit) sang tiéhg Anh dé ngay nay
Phit ti c6 Kinh Phit bing tiénhg Anh va
tung kinh, niém Phit bing tiéng Anh &
khip chiia chién Phit gido & My.

Do diéu kién lich s chi ph6i, Phat
gi4o duong dai & My c6 thé duge coi 13 su
téng hop clia ba bd phin. Thir nhi't 13 bd
phan dugc hinh thanh t “kiéu dan”
(Immigrant) 13 b6 phan 16n nhat, nhiéu
Phit t& nhit va cb lich st truyén théng
tit thé ki XVIII dén nay. DAy 1a Phit gido

truyén théng, mang theo né nhitng tinh
tiy, t8 chitc, tu tudng, tin ngudng, tap tuc
truyén théng truyén thira lién tuc tir thé
hé nay sang thé hé khac. Ho chu yéu la
ngudi Chau A. B phan thir hai ra doi
ngay tai nudc My. Phat ti 1a ngudi Chau
Au va ngudi Chau A dén My sau nay,
timg dot riéng 18 tit cic nude Chiu A
khac nhau Thé hé nay it tudi doi va tudi
dao. Ho chiu anh hudng clia thdi dai, clia
thé ki XX va khoa hoc ki thuit, cong
nghé tac dong vao ddi séng tinh than
nén ho it chiu anh huwdng cta giao li
Phit gido truyén thong. B phan thit ba
M§ (Elite
Buddhism) - Phit gido quyén ning, mang

la Phat gido hién dai

nhiéu dic diém cla tén gido mdéi. Bo
phan nay chd yéu la tang 16p tri thic,
thanh nién, titng nhém nhd, phan tan va
thay déi lién tuc.

Phiat gido cta ngudi
(Immigrant Buddhism) vin 13 b6 phin
tiéu biéu nhit cha Phat gido My duong
dai. Phat t& 13 kiéu dan Trung Quoc,
Nhat Ban, Hin Quéc, Triéu Tién, Sri
Lanka, Thai Lan, Viét Nam (chua Phit
clia ngudi Viét Nam 16n nhiat & My 1a
chila Quang Minh & Chicago). Chiia Phit
clia ngudi Nhat rdt nhiéu & My nhung
16n nhit 13 chua Koyasan & Litte Tokyo
(Los Angeles). Phan 16n cong dong Phit
t My duong dai sinh hoat ton giao theo
khu vue, vung dia li, cong déng kiéu dan

nhip cu

va gia dinh.

1. Barry A. Kosmin and Seymor P. Lachann. One
Nation under God - Religion in Contemporary
America, pp. 258-260.

2. David Thorenau (1817 — 1862): Nha van My, tac
gia cta The Week on the Concord and Merrimac
Rivers va Walden.
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Ciing nhu tin d6 Phat gido My cb
nguoén goc tit Trung Quéc, s6 lugng chua
Phit do Phat tit Trung Quéc xiy dung
cling 13 nhiéu nhat. Ngay tit nim 1875 da
¢d 8 chuia 16n. Pén nidm 1900 con s chua
16n do Phit tit Trung Qubc xay dung di
1én dén 400, & khip b bién phia Tay clia
nudc My. Phan 16n nhitng ngdi chua nay
khoéng chi 13 noi Phat tit dén thd cang,
huong dén thd Phit ma con 1i noi nghi
ngodi, tam tra cho bat cit ai co nhd, nghéo
déi can gitp df. Céng déng Phat tix
ngudi Hoa da tao nén bd phan quan
trong nhat trong Phat gido My, véi s6
lugng Phat t& dong dio nhit ma t8 chire
tong phai ctia Phit ti ciing phong phd,
da dang nhat. N6i dung hoat dong cta
Phat tit ngudi Hoa ciing rat phong phd,
¢b tac dong 16n trong ddi séng xa hoi My
duong dai.

Véi Dgo luit han ché nguoi Hoa (1882)
(Chinese Exclusion Act) - s6 lugng nhip cu
Hoa kiéu c6 giam di, dén nhitng nim 60
thé ki XX méi lai phat trién trd lai. Tuy
vay, thoi gian mét thé ki ciing dii cho Phat
giso clia ngudi Hoa phat trién va hoan
thién hoat dong cta ho trén dat My.

Nhu da biét, Phat gido ra doi tir thé ki
th@ sau truéc Cong nguyén, theo dong
chay cta nhitng con séng trén luc dia An
PO ma lan téa sang Trung Quéc, Triéu
Tién, Nhat Ban, Viét Nam, Thai Lan, v.v...
Ciung véi dong chay ctia cic con séng db
14 dudng bd xuyén luc dia dén ving
Trung A. Mot con dudng khic 1a theo
chan nhitng doan ki ma ctia doan quin
chinh phuc ving Tiéu A, Pia Trung Hai
clia Alexan Pai dé. Nhitng con dudng
thiy, dudng bo di tao nén cac giao phai:

Dai Thita, Tiéu Thita. Va4 rdi Phat gido co
viung qué méi la nudc My. Phat giao sang
My v6i nhitng gido phai chinh (d6 14 chua
ké cac nhém tén gido méi, c6 ngudn goc tir
Phit gido nhitng nim gin day). Phit gido
Pai Thita chti yéu dén tir cac Phat ti nguoi
Hoa, Nhat Ban, Triéu Tién va Viét Nam.
Phit giao Tiéu Thita cing goi la Nam
truyén chi yéu dén tir Phit tit cac nudc
Nam A nhu Sri Lanca, Mianma, Thai Lan,
Campuchia, mét s6 it dén tir Nepan. Mat
tong hay Mat gido dén tit TAy Tang.

Mbéi tong phai lai chia thanh nhiéu hé
phai. M6i hé phai lai c6 nhitng hinh thitc
va dic diém khac nhau tuy khéng 16n
1im. Vi du, Phat gisdo Pai Thira c6 cac hé
phai nhu Nhat Lién tong, Tinh D6 téng,
Chian Ngén tong va 16n nhit, c6 danh
tiéng nh4it 13 Thién tong. Thién téng lai
¢6 hai son mén 13 Tao Pong va Lam Té.
Thién téng c6 nhiéu chuia & nhiéu bang.
Ho thé tuc héa Phat gido & My, nhitng
hinh thic thd phung va giao li dudc don
gian héa, dé thuc hién va thich hgp véi
doi séng va xi hoi nudc My. Trong thoi
dai xa hoi cong nghiép, ngusi My lai co
méit & khip thé gidi, trén cac chién ham,
trén cac dai duong, trong cac can ci@
quin sy My & 122 nudc khip thé& gidi.
Thién téng thu hat duge nhiéu Phat tir da
tring. Nhiéu trung tam Phit gido va
chiia chién clia Phat gido Pai Thira, nhit
1a Thién tong, di dudec xiy dung &
Chicago, New York, Los Angeles. Cac
trudng hoc, hoc vién Phit gido ciing
dugc xAy dung & nhitng bang c6 nhiéu
Phat ti. Sy két hop ton giso véi vin hoa
13 mét diéu kién dé t6n tai va phat trién
clia Phat gido. Thé ki XX, nhat 1a tu
nhitng ndm 60, khi chinh siach nhip cu
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cia My dudc néi réng, cong déong Phat
gi4o cang diy nhanh sy 16n manh vé s&
luong va dﬁ"y manh nhing hoat dong xa
hoéi. Phat giao tich cyc trong hoat dong
cho mét thé gidi hoa binh, chéng bao luc,
bdo dam an sinh, chéng tin pha méi
trudng, v.v... Chinh nhd thé& tuc héa tén
gido va hoat dong xa hoi ctia Phat giao
gan lién véi nguyén vong, tinh cAm ctia
con ngudi ma Phit gido My ngay cang
thu hait dong dio thé hé tré, sinh vién My
tham gia. Nhiéu ngudi My du khéng theo
dao Phit ciing quan tim dén Phat gido.
Khi nudc My dang d6i mit véi mot thé
gi6i bat an, diy bao luc va cing thing.
Ngudi ta “tim vé Phuong Déng” vé véi
Phat giao. Chinh vi vay, Phat giao dugc
nghién cttu § nhiéu trudng dai hoc My.
Nhiéu cong trinh khoa hoc nghién citu
vé Phat gido dudc xuit ban & My. Tt nim
1987, Nha nuéc My da cho phép cac hoa
thugng vao cac don vi quan doéi cAu Kinh
Phat nhu cac linh muc tuyén Gy Coéng
gi4do cau hoén cho binh linh My.

Phat tt nguwdi Nhat khéng phai 1a
cong dong doéng nhat chia Phat giao My
duong dai, nhung cong doéng Phat tix
ngudi Nhit c6 vai tro quan trong nhit
bdi cac hoat déong ctia ho gay dudc hiéu
qua va an tugng trong ddi séng xia hoi.

Ngay tit cudi thé ki XIX, Phat t&
ngudi Nhat da thanh lap Hiép hoi Phat
tir tré (The Young Buddhist Asociation) &
San Francisco, tip hgp déng dio Phat ti
& My hoat dong trong mét t8 chirc co quy
mb toan quéc. Nam 1899, mét s6 t6 chire
khac ra doi nhu Héi Truyén gido Phit
gido Bic My (Buddhist Mission of Noth
America), tip hop Phat t& khong chi &
M§ ma con & cac nudc khac nhu Canada

va Mexico; t6 chitec Gido héi Phat giao
My (the Buddhist Churches of America) -
BCA, 14 t8 chitc cta kiéu dan Phat t&, co
mang 1uéi rong khip nhiéu bang nudc
My. Thdi gian nhitng nim 60 - 70 thé& ki
XX, BCA phat trién rdt nhanh. Hing
nim, ho xuat ban dinh ki hai thang moét
4n phim bing tiéng Anh va tiéng Nhat.
TS chitc BCA ¢6 36 ngdi chia & Hawaii.
Liic dau, phan 16n cac Phat tit cia BCA 13
nguwsi Nhat, nhung sau nay coé thém
nhiéu Phit tit khéng phai goc Chau A.

C6 1& Phat gido cta kiéu din Nhat Ban
14 céong dong dua vao doi séng tén giao
x3 hoi My nhiéu gia tri cia Phat giao
nhét, trong dé phai ké dén Thién tong.

Bit ddu tir Soyen Shaku, mot Phat ti
va 13 mot dai sw dugc moi dén San
Francisco, Thién tong dugc dua vao va
phat trién rong khip, c6 anh hudng dén
tdng 16p thanh nién My giita thé ki XX.
Nhiéu nha vin, nha tho, nhac si, ca si
trong giai doan khiing hoang ctia xa hoi
MJ va nhat 1 su tic dong ghé gém cia
cudc chién tranh & Viét Nam, da tim dén
Thién téng® - Phong trio Thé hé Bi dinh
guc (Beat Generation), Phong trao Hippy
(Hippy Movement), Phong trio Phin
chién (Anti - War Movement) mi nhitng
ngudi khdi xuéng la cac nha vin Jack
Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg, Gary Suyder,
Philip Whalen, Kenneth Rexroth, 1la
nhitng ngudi rat quan tdm dén Phat giso.
Ho tuyén truyén dao Phat, nhip Thién
cung hang van nam ni thanh nién trong
cac trai hé va cac lién hoan 4m nhac. Cac
phong trao nay cung vdéi nhitng nam 60

3. Lé Dinh Cic. Mot s6 vdan dé van héa My tix sau
Chién tranh Thé gidi thit hai, Nxb. KHXH, H, 2011.
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clia thé ki XX s6i déong cac phong triao
chéng chién tranh xam lugc Viét Nam &
nuéc My da tap hgp hang chuc van ngudi
My mit tinh, tuAn hanh lam cho chinh
quyén My lao dao. Chinh cac phong trao
nay di goép phan ngin chin cudc chién
tranh xam lugc ciia My & Viét Nam va
tac déong dén chinh quyén My phai cham
ditt chién tranh, chdp nhan rat quin My
va chu hau vé nuéec.

Nam 1951, mot dai sw ngudi Nhat,
Daistz Teitaro Suzuki, dén My va dudc
moi dén Pai hoc Columbia thuyét giang.
Nhitng budi thuyét gidng ctia éng da 16i
cuén hang trim nhi vin, nghé si va cac
nha hoat déng vin héa dén du.

Mbt nha su ndi tiéng khac 1a Soyu
Matsuoka - Roshi da xay dung mot ngoi
chua vao nim 1949, do6 1a chua Chicago -
sau nay déi tén 13 chia Thién toéng
Chicago. Noi nay luyén thién cho ca Phat
t& nguwdi Nhat va ngudi My. Nha suw
Matsuoka - Roshi ciing toa thién va day
Thién & Trung tdm Thién hoc vi chua
Thién téng & Long Beach, Atlanta, Los
Angeles, Seattle, Everett va Washington.
Nha suw Matsuoka - Roshi sinh & Nhat,
trong mot gia dinh c6é truyén théng
Thién hoc. Ong theo dao Phat tir nhd, dén
My xay dung chiia & bang Los Angeles
va San Francisso. Ong theo hoc & Pai hoc
Columbia cung véi D. T. Suzuki, tru tri
chti yéu & chiia Long Beach do 6ng xiy
cit tir 1971 va vién tich vao nim 1998.

Ngoai nhitng dai su trén, con co
Harada Daiun Sogaku (1871 - 1961),
Yasutami HaKiun (1885 - 1971), Philip
Kaplean li nhitng su thiay c6 cong phat
trién Thién téng & My.

Mot dai su nguwsi My tén la Taizan
Maezumi, di 14p nhiéu trung tam Thién
hoc & My. Nim 1967, 6ng cho ra doi
Trung tim Thién hoc Los Angeles va Hoi
cidc Phit tir Thién hoc Soto thu hat rat
nhiéu ngudi tham gia.

Sau cac trung tam Thién hoc, chua ciia
cac Phat tit kiéu dan Nhat Ban la cac
trung tam Thién hoc, chiia ctia Phat ti
Triéu Tién (goi 14 Seon), clia cac Phat tit
Viét Nam (Thién) va cia Phat t& ngudi
Hoa (goi 1la Chan).

Phit gi4o clia kiéu dan Viét Nam & My
cling cé vi tri nhat dinh. N&i danh trong
Phit giao My duong dai c¢6 nhitng thién
st ngudi Viét Nam nhu Thién suw Thich
Thién An, dén M§ nim 1966, truyén dao
va day thién hoc & nhiéu trung tam
Thién hoc. Thién su ciing di xiy dung
té &
California ndm 1967, thu hat hang ngan
ngudi dén hoc va niam 1973, Thién su 1a
mot trong nhitng ngudi sang lap ra Dai
Nghién ciu Phuong  DPdéng
(University of Oriental Studies), hing‘

Trung tim Thién hoc québc

hoc

nim dén nhin hang trim sinh vién khip
ndi trén thé& gidi dén hoc va nghién citu
Phat gisgo. Mot thién sw khac ndi tiéng
hon 13 Thién su Thich Nhiat Hanh, ciing
1a nha vin, nha tho. Ong tu & chua T
Hiéu, 13 Phit t& ctia téng phai Pai Thira,
13 ngudi cbé kién thitc va trinh do6 Phat
hoc uyén bac. Trén co sd Phat hoc truyén
théng, 6ng két hop cac trudng phai
Thién tong véi kién thitc khoa hoc hién
dai dé tao nén Thién hién dai ctia Phat
giao, tao nén anh hudng ctia Phat gido
hién dai. Ong 13 Téng Bién tip cta Tap
chi Phit gido Viét Nam (1956) va truong
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Thanh nién vi x4 hoi (School of youth
for Service) - SYSS; 6ng cing la ngudi
sang lap Vién Pai hoc Van Hanh va Nha
Xuit ban La B6i & Viét Nam.

Phat gido & My, ngoai nhitng tin do
chti yéu 1a tir Chau A, sé it hon 1a tit cac
nudc Chau Au. Nhiéu Phat t& da tring &
My cbé nhiéu cong lao déng gbp xay dung
Giao h6éi Phat giao My la Henry Davis
Thoreau (1817 - 1862). Ong 14 nha vin va
15 mot Phat t& ndi tiéng c6 cong truyén
ba tu tuéng cta Phit gido & My rat s6m
qua nhimg bai viét va nhitng tac phim
vian hoc do 6ng sang tac. T6t nghiép Pai
hoc Harvard va giang day tai Pai hoc
Concord bang Massachusett dugc mot
thoi gian, 6ng lui vé séng trong moét tap
léu hoang vang trong niai, gidn hé
Walden. Giita thién nhién hoang ving,
ong suy ngam vé cudc ddi va Phat gido.
Tac pham Walden (1854) 13 tip bat ki viét
vé cudc séng & chén rimg xanh céb tich va
hoang ving. Ong ca nggdi cudc song
thanh dam ti& 4n mic dén sinh hoat va
suy nghi... 1a sy hai hoa gitta thién nhién
va con ngudi.

Phat gido tit Phuong Pong vao dat My
phai ghi nhan céng lao ciia Henry Steel
Alcott. Ong 13 moét dai ta quan doi trong
cudc ndi chién Hoa Ky. Nim 1875, éng
cing nha truyén gido gdc Nga, Petrova
Blavatsky, va ong William Quan Judge
thanh 1ap ra HGi Théng Thién hoc Phit
gido (Buddhist Theoricial Society) & New
York vao ngay 17/11/1891, nay la Hoi
Théng Thién hoc Quéc té c6 hon 60 nudc
thanh vién, tru s& dit tai Adgar, An Do.
H. S. Olcott ciing la ngudi c6 cong 16n
trong viéc chan hung Phat gido Sri

Lanca va Phat gido An Pé. Khong chi 13
ngudi dit nén méng phat trién Phat giso
G My va tir dé6 Phat gido lan truyén sang
cac nudc Phuong Tay, 6ng ciing la ngudi
cung voi Thugng toa Susmangala tao ra
miu cd ctia Phit gido. La ¢d niy dua trén
6 mau hao quang cda Ditc Phit (xanh
dam, vang, dd, tring, cam va hong). La cd
dudc treo 1én 1an diu trong 1&é Phat Pan
nam 1889, va 61 nam sau, tai Pai hoi Phat
gido Th& gidi t6 chitc tai Colombo (Sri
Lanka) t@ ngay 25/5/1950 dén ngay
8/6/1950, vOi su thanh lap HoGi Lién hitu
Phit tiy Thé gidi (The World Fellowship of
Buddhists), 14 c¢d nay chinh thitc dugc
chon lam c¢d cha Phat gido. Ngay
17/2/1907, Olcott vién tich tai Adgar, chinh
noi qué huong cta Ditc Phat, tho 75 tudi.

Ho¢i Théng Thién hoc Phit gido My da
nghién citu, tuyén truyén dao Phat & My
va nhiéu nuéc trén thé giéi. HOi cing
dich nhiéu phan ctia Kinh Phit sang
tiéng Anh. Nim 1879, Olcott va Blavatsky
sang An Db, Sri Lanka gip cac Phat t& &
qué huong Ditc Phat va dugc dén tiép
néng hau. Ngoai nhitng nhan vat trén,
nhitng ngudi cé cong truyén ba Phit
giao & My con cd6 A. Dhrmapala, Soyen
Shaku (ngudi Nhat da néi & phan trudc)
va Paul Carus (ngudi Pirc).

Tai Pai hoi Tén gido Thé gidi (the
Parliament of the World Religions) &
Chicago nim 1894, c¢6 nhiéu dai biéu cta
Phit gido dén du va phat biéu tham luin.
Phit gido & My cb tiéng néi trong lugng
va phat trién nhanh chéng tit bay gid.
Cac thugng toa Soyen Shaku, Zenshiro
Chandradat Chudhadhan va
Paul Carus déu c6 miit.

Noguchi,
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Tuy vdy, nim 1882 véi Luidt han ché

nguoi Hoa nhip cw (Chinese Exclusion
Act) da han ché& su phat trién Phat gido
tai My. Dén nim 1932 thi Kinh Phit (the
Buddhist Bible) toan tap méi dudge
Dwight Goddard phat hanh véi s6 lugng
rat 16n & tat ca cac bang ctia Hoa Ky.

Sau mét thdi ki nd ré6 va thinh vuong
cta Phat gido tai My bit ddu tit nhing
nim 1960, nhiéu nha truyén giio tir cac
nudc Chau A di ¢6 diéu kién sang My dé
thuyét phap nhu Suzuki, dai su Lat Ma
Thubten Yesbe, Hoa thugng Thién An,
Thién sw Nhat Hanh, Hoa thugng Tuyén
Hobéa (nguwoi Viét), Hoa thugng Kalu
Rinpoche, v.v...

Véi nhitng né luc ctia Phit t, cac hoa
thuong, Phat gidao & My phat trién khéng
ngung. Dic biét la sau nam 1965, khi
Luit Quéc tich va Nhip cu (the
Immigration and Nationality Act) néi
rong diéu kién nhap cu vao My c6 hiéu
Ite thi s6 ngudi theo Phit gido ngoai cac
nudc Chau A ting nhanh. Ho 13 Phat ti
tit nhiéu nudc tiép tuc di cu dén va nhiéu
ngudi cai dao ti cac tén gido khac sang
Phat gido. Niam 1975, Quy Bdo ton truyén
théng Phit giio Pai thira (Foundation
the
Traditon), ra ddi & Los Angeles, cho xuit
ban tap chi Phat hoc Thich Mandala. Tap
chi nay c6 s6 lugng 4n ban 1én dén hang
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chuc van (c6 100 chi nhanh khip thé gidi,
cd6 mit & cad Viét Nam). Tap chi Thich
Mandala do Lat Ma Thubten Yeshe sang
lap cing véi trang mang Internet pht
song khip thé gisi®.

Trong sd nhitng céng trinh tén giio
ndi tiéng clia Phat gio 1a cac chia chién

va cac trudng dai hoc ctia Phat gido xay
dung thi tai Bic California c6 mét ving
déi nhi rong ménh méng, hon 61.000 km?,
c6 t6i 70 toa nha va chua v6i hang nghin
Phat ti, tip trung nhiéu hoat déng cta
Phit gi4o, d6 14 Thanh phd ciia Van Phat
(City of Ten Thousand Buddhas), Hoa
thugng (nguwsi Hoa) Tuyén Hoéa la ngudi
xay dung nén thanh phé nay cung véi
Pai hoc Phap gidi 8 My vao nim 1976.

Mot trung tdm Phat gido to 16n khac
do chinh ngudi My xiy dung va diéu
hanh 13 tim Shambala &
Massachusetts. Trung tdm chuyén giao

Trung

duc nhitng nguyén can Phat gido cho
nhiéu thanh nién sinh vién My dé cip
dén nhitng vin dé cin biang sinh thai,
cin bing vi tru, quan hé giita nhan -
thién - dia trong vii tru va nhitng van dé
cu thé ctia thoi dai nhw nao pha thai,
bénh SIDA va nhan ban vo tinh, v.v..
Tap chi Tam Thira (Tricycle) va Nha xuat
ban, nhi in Shambala hing nim cbé hang
van 4n ban va 40.000 ban méi ki clia tap
chi dugc phat hanh khip nuée My va thé
gidi, tao diéu kién cho Phit gido giao
luu khip noi.

X3a hoéi nuwéc My trong dong chiy
manh liét cta thdi dai di ndy sinh nhiéu
van dé tac dong dén ton giso. Phat gido
cling tiép nhan nhiéu van dé clia xi hoi
My, dén lugt né cling lam cho Phit gido
thay ddi dé thich ang va phat trién.
Trudc hét, Phat gido gitp con ngudi yén
tinh, hai hoa véi cudc séng nudc My
ngay nay. Ngudi My tim dugc & Phat
giao sy binh tinh, khoan dung, d6 lugng

4. Xem: http:// www.fpmt.org
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va an bai. Phat gido cho con ngudi sy
binh ding, bac 4i va khi ning nhan biét
tiém ning to 16n cla méi cad nhan va li
do dé con ngudi giit gin va bio vé moéi
trudng séng dang bi xi hoi cong nghiép
tan pha, nhat 13 gia tri cha doéng tién
trong xd héi My v6i muc dich 14 lgi
nhuin trong moi hoat dong.

Chinh vi vay, Phit gido & My cé siic
song dic biét. Theo théong ké cha Dai
Truyén hinh SBC va NBC thi dén nim
1999 & My c6 v6 s6 chiia chién, 2.000 ngoi
chua doc lap, vo s6 tinh that, niém Phat
dudng, trung tdm tu hoc véi 4 triéu Phat
ti. 8 My, Phat gido c6 10 nha xuit ban
16n nhw Snow Lion Wisdom Publication,
Motilai
Banaridass, Harper and Row, Shambhata,

Asian Humanities Press,
Parallax Press. Riéng Phat gido Viét
Nam & My c6é 10 nha xuit ban do ngudi
Viét diéu hanh 13 Nha xuit bdn Li B6i,
Nhi xudt bdn Sinh thitc, Nhd xuit ban
Chiéu Ha, Nha xuit ban Phit hoc, v.v...

Ngoai cac dai phat thanh va truyén
hinh, cic trang mang ctia Phat gido 1a 10
to tap chi va vai chuc tG bao phat hanh
hang chuc van ban mdi sd. Trong d6 phai
ké dén Tap chi Trycyle Buddhist, Tap chi
Thich Mandala, Tap chi Shambhala, Tap
chi Turning Wheel... ®

Phat tit Viét Nam tai My ciing c6 mit
tir s6m ciing v8i Phit tit cic nudc Chau A
nhung phat trién 6 at, nhanh chéng 1a tir
sau cudc chién tranh Viét Nam két thac
(nim 1975). Lan séng di cu 6 at tir Viét

Nam sang My sau 1975 di dua sé kiéu
dan Viét Nam 1én dén hon 1 triéu ngudi.
Trong s6 nay, cé6 rit déng Phit t& cing
di, rit déng ngudi Viét Nam dén My xin
nhap Phit gisdo & cac bang California va
Texas. Ngudi Viét Nam trong dé c6 nhiéu
Phat tit ¢c6 mit trong moi hoat dong xa
héi va moi linh vyc kinh té& giao duc,
phap luat, quan doi, canh sat My. Ho cb
nhiéu déng goép cho sw phat trién cuia
nuéc My.

Phit gido clia ngudi Viét Nam & My c6
nhiéu co sd, t6 chirc, téng phai, hé phai.
Cac co sé Phat gido & nhiéu dia phuong,
thu hat dong dio Phat t& va ngudi Viét
khoéng chinh thitc theo dao dén sinh hoat,
thd ctng t6 tién va nhé vé qué huong.
Hién nay c6 20 héi doan Phat giao va
300 ng6i chua cia ngudi Viét Nam tai
Mj. Véi 20 Website ctia Phat giao Viét
Nam khéng chi 13 truyén gidng Kinh
Phit, thuyét phap ma con 1a théng tin,
quang ba vin héa va truyén théng Viét
Nam ra khip thé& gidi. Cac Website ciing
déng thoi t8 chitc 4n hanh vin héa pham,
dia CD, USB, bing cassette dé dua Kinh
Phit dén nhitng noi héo lanh xa xéi, noi
hoang vu it ngudi &, chwa cé chiia, am va
diéu kién tiép xfac véi Kinh Phat, dé moi
ngudi, moi ndi ¢ thé dén véi Phat giso./.

5. Phan nay c6 tham khao tai liéu “Phdt gido tai Hoa
K3y” ctia Thich Nguyén Tang. Website Thur vién Hoa
sen va Buddhism in America” ciia Riachard Hughes
Seager. The Buddha Dharma Education Asociation
tai Website: www.Buddhism.net.
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