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Pao Cao Pai

QUA MAT NHIN CUA MUC SU VICTOR L. OLIVER

am 1970, Muc su Victor L. Oliver
ﬁsang Viét Nam. Ong dugc Pong

Tan Tran Thai Chan gitp dJ rat
tich cuc trong viéc khao sat thuc té&
tai mot s6 cong dong Cao Pai dé bd
sung nhitng kién thitc 6ng di thu
lugm qua sach vd khi con & nuéc
ngoai. Trong cudén Tim hiéu dao Cao
Pii cia Poéng Tan (Sai Gon 1974, tr.
156), c6 ding mot bitc anh (khéng rod
nét 1am) chup Victor L. Oliver cing
bén ngudi nita tai moét dia diém trén
ddo Phii Quéc, noi xuwa kia Ngb Vin
Chiéu da nhin thidy canh béng lai
hién ra trén bau troi Duong Doéng.
Trong Loi cdm on dau sach Caodai
spiritism - A study of religion in
Vietnamese society® (Théng linh hoc
Cao bai - Mot nghién cttu ton giao
trong xa hoéi Viét Nam - ctia Victor L.
Oliver, do E. J. Brill xuit ban tai
Leiden, Ha Lan, nim 1976), dé bay t6
16ng biét on véi Pong Tan, tac gia da
viet: “O Viét Nam, éng Trin Théi
Chin, mét tic gis Cao Dii, dic biét
rit hitu ich’® Cing trong Loi cim
on, Oliver cho biét, viéc 6ng sang
Viét Nam nghién citu vé Cao Pai da

LE ANH DUNG"
hoan tat trudc nhitng ngay cudi cing
cua chién tranh Viét Nam két thac.

Thuc ra, Caodai spiritism dugc
viét lai tr ludn an tién si ctia Victor
L. Oliver, bdo vé tai Vién Pai hoc
1972, dé
Caodaism: Vietnamese example of

Syracuse nam nhan
sectarian development (Pao Cao Dai:
M6t kiéu méu vé su phat trién giao
phai tai Viét Nam).

Trong Loi din nhip (Introdution,
tr. 3) cudn Caodai spiritism, Victor L.
Oliver cho biét, ong bit ddu quan
tam t6i dao Cao Pai trong nhing
nim 1962-1965 khi séng ¢ mién Nam
Viét Nam. Sau khi dén tham cac
thanh that va cé6 duge chat it kién
thitc so sai vé dao Cao Pii, 6ng cam
nhén ring, dao Cao Pai sé 14 mot dé
tai day thach thitc khi muén nghién
citu siu hon.®

Trong qua trinh hoan thanh cac
yéu cau cho hoc vi tién si tai Vién Pai
hoc Syracuse (My), Victor L.Oliver

*_Nha nghién ctu, thanh pho H6 Chi Minh.

1. Tir day xin dugc viét tat 1a Caodai spiritism.
2. Caodai spiritism. Sdd, trang dau.

3.8dd, tr. 3.
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da dugc doc cac tu liéu vé Cao Pai
nam trong B suu tip Wason (The
Wason Collection) tai Thu vién Vién
Pai hoc Cornell (My). Nhin thiy
nguoén tu liéu vé Cao Dai ctia B suu
tip Wason con sd sii, 6ng tim dén
nhitng nha nghién ctu phuong Tay
hiéu biét nhiéu vé Viét Nam. “Tat ca
nhitng ngudi nay déu biét ring dao
Cao Pai c6 mét vai tro quan trong
trong lich si Viét Nam gan day, va
ho ciing déng § ring chic chin cb
moét sy thiéu thén dit liéu vé dao Cao
DPai’®,

Thé 14 Victor L. Oliver sang Viét
Nam. VGi ngudén tai liéu thu thap tai
qué huong cua dao Cao Pai, éng cbd
nhan xét nhu sau (tr. 4):

1. Khéng c¢6 moét nghién ciru nao
bing tiéng Viét hay bing cac ngén
ng phuong Tay lai trinh bay duogc
dao Cao Pai nhu moét téng thé, bao
gdém ca su phat trién cac phai va té
chitc Cao Pai khac nhau.

2. Cac tac gia Viét Nam viét vé dao
Cao Pai c6 xu hudéng coi phai minh la
trung tam va bd qua cac 8 chitc Cao
Pai khac néu nhu cac td chic ay
khéng cung moét phai véi ngudi viét.

Day hon 140
spiritism cua Victor L. Oliver 14 cuén

trang, Caodai
tht 34 trong td sach chuyén dé
Studies in the History of Religions
(nghién citu lich sit cac tén giio) cia
nha xuit ban E. J. Brill. Sach gém 5
chuong: 1. Ngubdn géc lich st ciia dao
Cao Pai (27 tr.); II. Sy thanh lap dao
Cao Pai (20 tr.); III. Cao Pbai Tay

Ninh vi Cao Pai Chiéu Minh Tam
Thanh (382 tr.); IV. Su phat trién cac
phai Cao Pai (24 tr.); V. Nhitng né luc
dé théng nhit cac phai (10 tr.).

Trong Phu Iuc (21 tr.) Oliver noéi
thém vé: I. Piéu kién thing cip cla
cac chitc sic, chitc viéc Cltu Trung
dai va Hiép Thién dai; IL. Vén dé
dong goép cong qua cho Toa thanh
TAy Ninh; III. Gi6i thiéu khai quat vé
cac phai va t6 chite trong dao Cao
bai.

Victor L. Oliver da dudc tiép cin cac
cong dong Cao Pai trong Nam, t6i Ho6i
thanh Cao Pai Truyén gido 6 Pa
Ning, dit chan 1én cid ddo Phi Quoc,
mét trong may noi phat tich dao Cao
Pai.. Ong ciing da dudc tiép can tir hé
théng phd d6 Tay Ninh dén cac dan vo
vi clia Chiéu Minh, va hiéu biét ci Co
quan Phd thong Giao li.. Do do, doc
sach O0ng, ngudi phuong Tay coé thé
hiéu biét kha nhiéu vé dao Cao Dai,
luge s nén Pao, nghi thitc cing thdi,
tham chi con biét dudc khai quat cac
chi tiét rat nhé nhw ding sé quy
huong, xin keo, l1ip héng thé, cach
thitc 1dp din co, cdch trin din bang
tinh thiy, v.v..

Khi néi vé nghi 1& Cao Dai, cach 1y
diu tam quy trén tran (quy y Phat,
quy y Phap, quy y Tang), Victor L.
Oliver viét: “Each participant makes a
commitment of self to Cao Dai, his

creation, and to humanity’. (tr. 12).
Nhu viy, Oliver hiéu ring: (1) Phitla

4. 8dd, tr. 3.
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Thugng DPé Cao Pai; (2) Phdp 1a su
sang tao cia Thuong P¢’; (3) Tdngla
con ngudi, 14 nhan loai.

La ngudi nudc ngoai, du lam viéc
can than va nghiém tac thi thinh
thoang Victor L. Oliver ciing khé
tranh khéi mét it sai s6t nho nhd.
Ch&gmng’ han:

1. “The Vietnamese poet, Ly Thai
Bach® (nha tho Viét Nam, Ly Thai
Bach, tr. 10). Lé ra phai viét 14 The
Chinese poet (nhia tho Trung Qudc)
hay The Tang poet (thi si ddi Puong).

2. “Vegetarian practice to six days
a month (chay sbc)” (tr. 11). Lé ra phai
viét 14 luc trai hay d4n chay thing
sau ngay.

8. Vé thdi tho 4u cia Ngé Vin
Chiéu, Oliver viét: “At the age of six
he went to live with his married
sister at My Tho' (Ltc sau tudi, éng
t6i séng v6i ngudi chi di c6 chong &
My Tho, tr. 33). Lé ra, phai viét 13 his
father's married sister m&i dang la
‘ngudi co”, tirc 1a ba Ngo Thi Pay.

4. V& nhac 18 Cao Dai, Oliver hiéu
diing khi viét: “Nhac 13 mo6t phan can
thiét d€ dam bao cho tit cad nghi 18
cuia dao Cao Pai dudgc tron ven. Nhac
truyén théng Viét Nam tao thanh
nén ting cho nhac 1é Cao Pai"®. Thé&
nhung, 6ng lai ngdé nhan khi viét
tiép sau do: “Thoat ky thuy, kiéu miu
nhac 16 Cao Pai xuit phat t& ba
nguén: t* 6ng [Lé Vin] Lich, moét
moén dé Minh Su, 6ng Vuong Quan Ky
la ngudi dia hoc nhac t Minh Ly; tu
Ng6 Vin Chiéu; va ti nhitng chi day
truc tiép tit Cao Pai thong qua dan
co”® Lé ra, néi vé nhac 1& Cao Dai
thi Oliver khéng nén quén nhac tai
t Nam Ky va nhitng ngudi sang lap
nhu Cao Quynh Diéu, Cao Hoai Sang,
Pham Céng Tic.. B6 qua nhitng 16i

noéi trén, xét vé téng thé cuén Caodai
spiritism, cO thé noi ring‘, Oliver da
¢6 ging trinh bay dang din vé dao
Cao Pai. Tuy thé, trudc khi vao sach,
ong cing than trong viét ring: “..
T6i biét 14 quan diém cta cong trinh
nghién ctu nay sé khéng lam hai
1ong tat cid nhitng ban bé Cao Pai
cia t6i. Tuy nhién, day hi vong la
quyén sach qua thue di hoan thanh
16i hita ctia t6i v8i cac ban 4y ring
t6i sé vé 1én moét chan dién muc cha
dao Cao Pai™™.

Victor L. Oliver da
thién cam déi véi nén Pao. Pon cu
mét trudng hop dién hinh, dé 1a
quan diém cta éng vé sé tin dé Cao
Pai (cac trang 41-42). Xuwa nay, khi
néu con s6 tin dé Cao Pai, cac tac gia
thudng khoéng nhat tri v6i nhau. Do6i
khi, c6 ngudi con dua vao s6 tin do
do mét chitc sic cong bd dé 1én tiéng
cong kich dao Cao Pai. Thit néu vai
so liéu:

Naim 1926: theo Nguyén Vin TAm®,
trong 6 thang c6 khoang 30.000
nguwdi nhip moén; dén thang 10, cb
50.000 ngudi.

Nam 1927: theo Louis Marty, Giam
d6c Chanh tri su vu kiém Chanh MAat
thAm P6éng Duong®, tin d6 Cao Dai
14 100.000 ngudi.

Nam 1928: theo Maurice Monribot,

danh nhiéu

5. 5dd, tr. 72.

6. Sdd., tr. 72.

7. Sdd, trang dau.

8. Nguyén Van Tam. Caodaisme et Hoa Hao. Extract
de I’Education, 14 (January/February 1940). Sai Gon.

9. Dén theo: Jayne Susan Werner. The Cao Dai: The
politics of a Vietnamese syncretic religious
movement. Cornell University, a thesis for the degree
of PhD., 1976.
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dao Cao Pai c6 khoang 200.000 tin
d6%?; theo bao Lopinion, sd tin do6 1a
700.000 ngudi®; theo Lé Van Trung,
c6 trén 1.000.000 tin d6“.

Nam 1930: theo Louis Marty, co6
hang van tin do®; theo Gustave
Meillon, ¢c6 khoang 500.000 tin do®®;
theo Ellen J. Hammer, co
1.000.000 tin d6®.

Nam 1931: theo Nguyén Tran Huin,
khoang 500.000 tin d6%®.

Nam 1932: theo G. Abadie, trén
1.000.000 tin d6“.

Tam ditng cac sé liéu & nim 1932.
C6 thé thdy ré, tit nim 1926 dén nim
1932, ching ai néi gidng ai. Dudng

trén

nhu ngudi ing ho Cao Pai thi muén
ning con sé cho cao lén; ai chéng
Cao Pai thi c¢6 § kéo con s6 thap
xuéng. Li gidi van dé nay, Victor L.
Oliver viét ranh mach nhu sau:

“Vé sttc manh thuc su ctia dao Cao
Pai biéu hién qua s6 tin dé tir nim
1925 dén nim 1932, su bat dong §
kién dudng nhu cho thiy rd ring &
moét s6 ngudi di ngai ngan khoéng
muén thira nhin sy thanh coéng cua
dao Cao Pai. V& mit khac, nhitng con
s6 phéong dai ctla nhitng ngudi khac
lai ggdi cho thidy mét tw thé phong
thti khi d6i dién véi sy céong kich
nén Pao. Nhitng s6 uwdc lugng dudc
thdi phéng nay 1a mét nd luc nhim
phé truong qua mitc sy thanh cong
ctia Pao vi nham tao ra trudc cong
ching mét hinh anh vé DPao t6t dep
hon. Tac gia [Oliver] tin ring con s6
tin d6 Cao Pai (ngudi 16n va tré em)

vao nam 1930 de dat wdc lugng la
500.000 ngudi. Trong bat ki trudng
hop nio, ngay ca véi con sd udc lugng
khiém t6n nhit, thi su thanh céng
mau le cia Cao Dai trong nhitng nim
dau tién 1a c6 ¥ nghia”®

3 cac trang 20-22 va 23, Victor L.
Oliver cho ring, dao Cao Pai chiu
anh huéng ctia 3 nén vin héa: vin
héa Trung Quéc; vin héa An Do, va
vin héa Phap. Ong ciing khéng quén
noéi ring, su ra doi cia dao Cao Pai
con do anh huéng ctia béi canh vin
héa Viét Nam vao dau thé ki XX.
Theo 6ng, ¢6 5 anh hudng tac dong:

1. Tinh thén téng hop toén gido
(religious syncretism).

Néng dan Viét Nam khéng thay
khé khin gi khi chdp nhin Tam giao
(Thich, Lao,
ngudng ban dia Viét Nam. Cac tin

Nho) cung véi tin

ngudng nay khong hé loai bd lan
nhau. Ngudc lai, cac tin ngudng nay

10. Theo Maurice Monribot. La Presse Indochinoise.
Trong R. B. Smith. An introduction to Caodaism.
BSOAS: Bulletin of the School of Oriental and
African Studies. University of London, Vol. 33,
1970. Part 2: “I. Origins and early history”, p. 341.
11. Theo L opinion. Trong R. B. Smith, p. 341.

12. Dan trong V. L. Oliver, p. 41.

13. Dan trong Jayne Susan Werner, p. 5.

14. Gustave Meillon. Les messages spirites. Dan
theo V. L. Oliver, pp. 41-42.

15. Ellen J. Hammer. The struggle for Indochina.
Stanford University Press, 1954, tr. 79. Dan trong V.
L. Oliver, p. 41.

16. Nguyén Tran Huan. Histoire d’une secte
religieuse au Vietnam: Le Caodaisme. Revue de
Synthése, 3 (11-12/1958), p. 273. Dan trong V. L.
Oliver, p. 41.

17. Caodaism spiritism.Sdd, tr. 42.

18. Sdd, tr. 42.
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c6 tinh t(;ng' hgp, phu giap nhau, va
vay mugn 1lan nhau vé nghi 16, gido
1§09,

“Ngudi ta néi ring tdm hoén hay
tam linh nguoi Viét duge o6c tgng'
hgp Tam gido chu si. Vé xi hoi,
ngudi Viét Nam thudng tng x1t theo
Nho. V& quan diém tu hanh, ngudi
Viét Nam thudng theo Phéat, trong
lac vé mit thuc tién, ngudi Viét Nam
lai biéu hién theo Lao”.

“‘Ngudi Viét Nam khong quen va
khéng thé chdp nhan mét gido didu
niao cho rang chi c6 mét tén giso
duy nhat tha dic dude chan 1i”.

“... Trong 25 nim dau thé ki XX, c6
mét sw bat 6n trong cac tén gido 16n
& Viét Nam. Sy bat 6n nay khong
phai 13 hién tugng dot bién ma né 13
hiu qua tdt yéu cta tinh trang suy
thoai va kiét qué’o.

2. Long yéu nudc chéng thuc dan
(anti-colonial expression).

“Vao nhitng nim cudi thé ki XIX,
16ng yéu nudc chéng Phap, ing ho
cac hoat dong gianh doéc 1ap bat dau
dién ra & Viét Nam. Toén gido c6 tam
quan trong chu yéu trong nhitng
hoat dong chéng thuc dan”®,

“Trong nhitng nim 1880-1930, déi
vOi gibi tu si va cu si ngudi Viét,
viéc tham gia cac ton giao dé ndi
diy chéng thuc dan 13 viéc binh
thuong”®?,

3. Cac hoi kin (secret societies).

“Cung thoi ki nhitng nam 1880-

1930 lai cho thay xuit hién nhiéu hoi
kin. Cac hoéi kin nay c6 lién quan t6i
nhitng nd lyc nhim danh dudi gisic
Phap ra khéi Viét Nam”®,

“Sau khi phat trién thanh mét t6
chitc manh mé, cé6 déong diao quin
chiing gia nhap, thi dao Cao Pai tré
thanh muc tiéu cong kich cla nhirg
ngudi chi trich, cho ré“mg dao Cao
Pai 14 mot hoi kin, chéng Phap, cod
tinh than quéc gia manh mé, va an
minh bing cach doi 16t tén giao®?.

4. Cac chi dao Minh (the Minh
organizations).

Nam chi Minh Sw, Minh DPudng,
Minh Thién, Minh Ly va Minh Tan c6
nhitng tinh chat nhw nhau: Thit nhAit,
déu 14 t6 chitc ton giao; Thit hai, déu
13 t6 chite ¢6 tinh théng linh; Thit ba,
déu co6 tinh téng hop trong dirc tin
gido 1i va thuc hanh nghi 1&; Thir tu,
déu c6 méi lién hé véi dao Cao Pai,
trudc hoac sau khi Pao ra dgi®.

5. Su chii trong dén théng linh hoc
(emphasis on spiritism).

Co bt do truyén théng A Déng
(Viét Nam va Trung Quéc). Xay ban
do sdch vd Chiu Au. (tr. 29)

Victor L. Oliver ciing dong § véi
cac nha nghién ciru rang, dao Cao
Pai 13 t6n gido téng hop (tr. 1). Tinh
téng hgp cta dao Cao Pai thé hién
trong: co' cdu té chite, triét Ii, gido Ii

19. Sdd, tr. 24.
20. Sdd, tr. 25.
21. Sdd, tr. 26.
22. Sdd, tr. 26.
23. Sdd, tr. 26.
24. Sdd, tr. 27.
25. Sdd, tr. 28.

26. Sdd, tr. 115.
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vd nghi 1é Su téng hop cac yéu t6
14y tit cac tén gido khac dugc thé
hién & dao Cao Pai la: doi s6éng li
gia cua chitc sic, 4n chay, cidu co,
thd cing nhiét thanh truyén gio,
cac thoi khoéa tu tip thién dinh.

Nhan dinh vé cac phai Cao Dai,
Oliver viét: “Su phat trién cac phai
Cao Pai vira trg gitip vira can tré nén
Pao. M6t s6 tin d6 Cao Pai cho ring
su bat déng va phan ré trong dao
Cao Pai 1a khéng tranh khéi, vi da
do Thién dinh; di ngudi ta c¢6 chip
nhan luan diéu nay hay khong, thi
ciing ching quan trong. Van dé that
su 13 nhitng hau qua cla phai déi véi
dao Cao Dai’®e,

Oliver nhin thay hai phuong dién
thudn 10i va bat 1gi trong qua trinh
phan hoa ra cac phai Cao Pai:

1. Thuan 1gi

“Sy hinh thanh cac phai méi dudng
nhw di trg gitip cho Pao. Cac bat dong
¥ kién da budc tao ra cac phai méi va
cac t6 chitc khac. Cac phai va t6 chitc
nay lan lugt dua dén su md réng viéc
truyén giao, va két qua 1a c6 thém
nhiéu tin d6 méi. Trong hai hay ba
thap nién qua, dao Cao Pai di trd nén
mot luc lugng xa hoi va ton gido quan
trong & Viét Nam"®?,

“Hon nita, sy xuit hién cla cac phai
va, t6 chitc Cao Pai mdéi chic chin da
gitip phat trién nén ting triét hoc cla
Pao. Nhilmng ngudi Viét Nam khoéng
muén theo sy doc doan cua Tay Ninh
da c6 duge su lua chon dé 1én tiéng
trong cac sach v, hoi nghi. Déi véi

ngudi da nhap moén hay chua nhap
moén Cao Pai thi Tay Ninh khéng con
13 mét lya chon duy nhit c6 san; [vi]
con cé su thu hiit cia Cao Pai Truyén
gido & Pa Ning véi quan diém quan
binh hon, hay ctia Chiéu Minh Tam
Thanh véi si chii trong vé néi tu’®®.
2. Bat 1oi

“Trén phuong dién khac, su phat
trién cac phai Cao Pai ciing 13 luc
lugng lam suy yéu Pao. N6 tao ra
nhiéu phai 16n, nhé (trén nim muoi).
Nhiéu phai khéng thé tén tai vi
thiéu 6n dinh va thiéu tin nhiém.
Piéu nay lam mAit uy tin cho toan
Pao, ca trong anh mit quin ching
lin trong tAm twdng clia ngudi tin
do Cao Dai. Pi cing véi su phan chia
ré phai la su sai chan truyén, lam
nay sinh long nghi ki va tinh cam
ghé lanh gifta cac phai v6i nhau. Khi
ma ngudi Cao Pai cAn mot mit tran
théng nhit dé giy dude anh hudng
(..) thi ho lai chia ré. Sy bat dong
quan diém lam cho Tay Ninh mat di
nhitng con ngudi nong cét, nhitng su
ddu da tuong tan phat trién vi thiéu
doan két va thiéu hoa hgp gitta cac
dan anh lanh dao’®?.

3. Vé su thong nhat cac phai

“Trén 1lap trudng ton gido, mot ton
giao Cao Pai théng nhit tao ra nhimg
o hoi dé phat trién nhimg chuong

27.5dd, tr. 115.
28. Sdd, tr. 115.
29. Sdd, tr. 115.
30. Sdd, tr. 116.
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trinh 4p G tir lAu ma hién van con 13
méng hon 1la hién thye.®?. “. Sy
théng nhét sé tao co hoi dé bd nhiém
vao cac vi tri trong yéu nhitng nhan
st duge dao tao, chon loc va kinh
nghiém; nhitng vi tri nay ti nhiéu
nim bi bd tréng vi thiéu nhitng con
ngudi ximg dang. Sy thong nhat vé
t6 chirc sé giam thiéu t6i da cac vin
dé quan tri va tai chanh ctia DPao. Sé
c6 co hoi dé sita chita nhitng thai do
sai 1am, nhitng nghi ki, va nhitng 15i
1é cay ding cla nhifng nim xua.

Tuy nhién hoan canh thuc tai cho
thay du théng nhat 14 cé 1gi, théng
nhit sé khong xay ra trong mot
tuwong lai kha di doan truéc @,

Viét vé thong nhiat cac phai Cao
Pai, Victor L. Oliver khéng quén lién
hé t6i Co quan Phé théng Gido Ii.
Ong viét:

“Tai moét hoéi nghi ban vé théng
nhit do Co quan Phé théng Giado 1i
chil xuéng vao thang 2/1971, ré rang
12 phan nhiéu cac thio luin chi 1a
noéi suéng. Tham chi 16i kéu goi cu
thé hay c6 nhitng dé nghi thuc t&
ciing chi mang lai nhitng két qua vo
nghia; chi cé6 dugec moét dé nghi cho
ki hop t6i dé tat cad cac phai va t6
chitc Cao Pai déu cé ngudi dai
dién’e.

“Nhitng tin dé tré tudi, ké ca cac
chitc sic chitc viéc clia nhiéu phai
khac nhau, phat biéu ring théng nhat
chi c6 thé t6i khi nio 16p dan anh gia
nua trong cac t6 chitc khac nhau qua
doi. Nhitng hi vong théng nhat dugc

gin lién véi trién vong co6 dude cac
bac lanh dao méi, c6 nhitng tri thic
méi, va nhitng quan diém méi’e,

Oliver danh gi4 ring, Co quan Phd
théng Gido 1i da thit bai khi khong
lam dugc gi nhiéu dé thoc diy suw
nghiép théng nhit Cao Pai. Cd quan
da khoéng thé kién 1ap dude méi quan
hé c6 y nghia v6i hai phai Cao Pai
quan trong 14 TAy Ninh va Bén Tre®?.
Nhin dinh hoat dong cta Co quan
Phé théng Giao li, Oliver con viét:
“Thwe ra, Phé théng Giao 1i da trd
nén mot t8 chitc khac nita ctia Cao
Pai, Co quan vitng vang hon va én
dinh hon cac nhém Cao Pai truéc kia
nhung lai cho thiy thanh qua it 4i
sau 9 nim hién hiu’®». Diéu dang
lvu § & day 14 may chit “trd nén mot
t6 chitc khac nita cia Cao Pai” cla
Oliver dé khién cé ngudi sé ngd
nhén ring Co quan Phé thong Giao li
ra doi dé lam mét ‘nhém” thit ngan 18
mot!

Viét vé Co quan Phé théng Gido L
Oliver danh ra 4 trang trong tong sb 9
trang ctia Chuong V: Nhiing né lue théng
nhét cée phai Oliver viét rang: .. Muc tiéu
dau tién ctia Co quan 13 két hop nhiing
ngudi Cao Pai ¢6 ning luc hién minh cho
viéc nghién citu ton gido va triét 117,

Trudc do6, khi néi vé quan niém Phat
MAu trong dao Cao Pai (tr. 8), Victor L.
Oliver ciing nhic dén Co quan Phd théng:
Giao li, va 6ng cho raing' [so v4i cac

31. Sdd, tr. 116.
32.584d, tr. 117.
33.8dd, tr. 117.
34. 8dd, tr. 110.
35.5dd, tr. 111.
36. Sdd, tr. 108.
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cong dong Cao Pai khac] thi nhin vién
Co quan c6 nhiéu tinh triét 1i hon.Oliver
gidi thiéu so db t6 chitc ctia Co quan véi
tén nhitng nhin su budi didu nhu Hué
Luong (Tran Vin Qué), Chon Tam
(Nguyén Triéu Kha), Thién Bio (Ngb
Chi Binh), Ngoc Kiéu (L& Thanh Kiéu)..
Ong ciing biét khi xwa mébi nhiém ki
hanh dao ctia Co quan 13 2 nim (tr. 108).

V6 ngs kiém ctia nhan vién Co quan
duge éng gidi thidu kha ki. Ai do da
cung cip cho éng mot cach vé do thi dé
tinh cong (vé muc do) va toi (vé muc
den) khi lam v nga kiém (tr. 109).

M3 dau cudbn Caodai spiritism,
Victor L. Oliver nhic dén Herbert
Blumer. Trong moét tac phidm in nim
1951, Blumer dinh nghia ring, mét
phong trao xa hoi 1a mét viéc lam tao
bao mang tinh tap thé nhim thiét lap
cho doi séng moét trat tw méi. Victor L.
Oliver cho ring, 15i néi ctia Blumer
rit thich hop dé miéu td dao Cao
DPait”,

V6i nhitng dong két thac cuén
Caodai spiritism, Oliver viét: “Vé mit
lich st, dao Cao Dai c6 mét vai trd ning
dong va § nghia trong cac pham vi ton
giao, xa hoi, chinh tri Viét Nam. (.) Tuy
nhién, 14 mot phong trao ton gido-xa
héi Viét Nam mang tinh ban dia va doc
dao, dao Cao Pai tiéu biéu cho mét ki
nguyén s6i dong trong lich sit Viét

Nam: [Pao Cao Pai 1a] mét ki nguyén va
mot phong trao can dugc nghién citu va
khong dugce bé quén™®®,

Nhip déva Két luin trong cudén sach
cia Victor L. Oliver chic sé& 1lam nhiéu
ngudi Cao Pai suy nghi. Do hoan canh
lich st nén Pao gin chit véi lich sit
dan toc Viét Nam, Oliver ciing nhuw
ngudi ké tiép 14 Jayne Susan Werner
déu thiy néi com 1én & dao Cao Pai
khia canh ma Werner goi la “phong
trao chinh tri-xa hoi” (socio-political
movement) con Oliver goi 1a ‘phong
trao ton gido-xa hoi” (socio-religious
movement). Cho t6i nay, dudng nhw vin
chua cb tac gia va tac pham nio & nude
ngoai biét nhdn manh ding mic va
ding din cac khia canh triét li va gido
1i cia Cao Pai. Néu coi db 1a ché thiéu
s6t hién nay ctia Oliver ciing nhu cac
nha nghién cttu quéc t& khac, thi cang
khong thé quén 13i néi chia Raphael B.
Smith rang: “Trong mot chitng mirc nio
dé, chinh ngudi dao Cao Pai phai chiu
trach nhiém vé viéc ngudi phuong Tay
thiéu hiéu biét dao Cao Dai™®,/.

37.Sdd, tr. 1.

38.Sdd, tr. 117.

39. R. B. Smith. An introduction to Caodaism. BSOAS:
Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies.
University of London, Vol. XXXIII, 1970. Part 2: L.
Origins and early history, p. 335.
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