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KARL BARTH

Nguoi da lam song lai tinh chinh thong khi ma don thudn dao ditcc hoc va chu nghia
nhdn van duong nhu dd chiém linh thé gidi than hoc

"Mot ngay nao d6 khi téi xudt hién
truéc Chua - Barth néi - té1 sé khong
mang theo nhiing gi minh da lam trong
doi, khong mang theo nhiing tap sach cua
bd Gido li cua toi trén lung. Tat ca cac
thién than sé cudi téi. Nhung toi sé
khong néi: Toi da ludn luén cé y dinh toét.
T61 da c6 thién y. Khong, to6i chi n6i mot
diéu: Lay Chua, xin hay nhan ti véi con,
mot nguoi ¢6 toi dang thuong.

"Phic 4m khong phai 1a mét chan 1
trong s6 cac chan 1i khac. Trai lai, n6 dat
d&u hoi d61 véi moi chan 1i". Karl Barth
khong chi néi thé ma con danh ci cudc
doi dé€ néu lén nhiing cdu héi nay, nhan
danh Chua Giésu, chéng lai moi loai
"chan li". Trong khi thuc hién cong viéc
dy, 6ng khong lam gi hon 1a thay d6i tién
trinh ctia than hoc hién dai.

Ong bat d4u cudc doi kha binh thudng:
sinh nam 1886 ¢ Basel thuoc Thuy Si, 1a
con trai cua Fritz Barth (mot gido su 6
Bern day Tan udc va lich st thdi ban dau
ctia Gido hoi) va Anna Sartorius. Ong da
hoc tai nhiing truong dai hoc ndi tiéng
nhat: Bern, Berlin, Tubingen va Marburg.
O Berlin ong dudc nghe cac bai giang cua
nhiing ngudi theo thuyét tu do néi tiéng
(nhu nha st hoc Adolf Harnack). Hau hét
ho déu day vé mét dao Kito lac quan khong
tap trung nhiéu vao Giésu va Thanh gia
ma néi nhiéu dén viéc Chua Troi 1a cha va
moi nguoi la anh em.

Sau khi phuc vu ¢ nha thé Geneva tu
ndm 1909 dén 1911, Barth dudc ci dén
mot gido xU cua giéi lao dong Thuy Si.

MARK GALLI?”

Niam 1913 6ng két hon véi Nell Hoffman,
moét ni nhac cong vidlong cé tai (ho céd
mot con gai va bon con trai).

La mo6t muc su, 6ng da lo sg nhan thay
khéng chi nudc Ptc, lang giéng gan giii
cua Thuy Si, dang ngay cang tré nén
quan phiét, ma ngay ca cac vi thay trudc
day cua 6ng cling ra stic ung hod cho su
phat trién nay. Buc ttc trude tinh trang
suy thoai vé dao diic ctia thuyét than hoc
tu do, Barth lao vao nghién ctu Kinh
Thanh, nhat 14 nhiing btic thu cua Thanh
Paul gtii cho nhitng ngudi La Ma dé tim
hiéu xem né c6 nhiing ham nghia gi. Ong
cling di tham nha thuyét gido Christorph
Blumhart & Moravian va tré nén tin hin
vao tinh chan thuc vé dich cua Chua Kito
phuc sinh.

Qua viéc nghién ctu nay, nam 1918,
ong viet Commentary on the Epistle to the
Romans (Binh ludn vé nhitng bic thu gii
cho nguwoi La Ma). Ong da néu lén mot
vai chit dé ma than hoc tu do khéng néi
dén. Vi du, than hoc tu do da bién Chua
Troi thanh vi thanh bdo hd cho cac thé
ché va cac gia tri cua con nguoi. Trai lai,
Barth viét vé "cudc khing hoang" ttic su
phan xt cua Chua Troi 1a cai chi phéi
toan thé gi6i. Ong cht truong Chua Troi
c6 quyén toi cao tuyét doi va hoan toan tu
do trong viéc khdi xuéng su khai phat cua
minh ¢ Giésu.

Ong néi mot cach bién ching bang
nhiing nghich 1i dé bt ngudi doc nhin

*_ Bién tap vién Tap chi Lich sir Thién Chiia gido.
Bai dang trong: Christian History, s6 56.
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thay cai ban chat co ban ctia Phic am:
“Diic tin 14 ndi kinh sg truée cai khong
biét thiéng liéng; chinh tinh yéu Chua
khién ngudi ta nhan biét dugc su khéac
biét vé chat gitia Chuia véi con ngusi va
gitia Chuda véi thé gi6i”.

Ban dau tién trong 6 lan xuit ban cé
stia chiia lai rat nhiéu dugc 4n hanh vao
nidm 1922 da lam rung chuyén ca cong
dong than hoc. Cac nha than hoc tu do
sting sot va cong kich Barth di doi bdi vi
trong tic phdm nay va ca cac tac phim
sau d6 6ng da da pha thai do lac quan dé
dai cua ho.

Dé dap lai cac quan niém dé dai cia ho
vé loai nguoi, Barth viét: “Con ngudi xua
nay chua bao gio t6t, ho dang khong tot
va sé khong bao gio tot ca”.

Chéng lai khuynh huéng tu do xem
Giésu la mot vi thay ton gido, Barth néi
“Giésu khong hé day con duong dén véi
Chua nhu céac vi thay ton gido khac. Ban
than Nguai 1a dao (con ducng)”.

Vao nam 1921, Barth dugc bé nhiém
lam gido su than hoc cai cach tai truong
dai hoc Gottinagen va sau d6 la giado su
tai truong dai hoc Munster (1925) va
Bonn (1930). Ong xuit ban nhiéu tac
pham phé phan than hoc Tin Lanh thé ki
XIX va cho ra déi mot cong trinh nghién
ctiu ndi tiéng vé Anselm.

Nam 1931, 6ng bt dau viét quyén dau
tien trong bo sach d6 s6 The Church
Dogmatics (Gido li cua Gido héi). Bo sach
nay duge b6 sung hang nim qua nhiing
bai giang cua 6ng trén 16p. Mic du chua
hoan thanh, nhung cudi cling né cling gdm
bon tap véi 12 phan, méi tap co ti 500 dén
700 trang. Nhiéu muc su trong nhiing
nidm 30, 40 va 50, that vong khong tim
thay thudc giai doc cho chu nghia tu do,
da héo htic cho dgi timng tap sach in ra.

Than hoc ciia 6ng sau d6 dudc goi la
“Than hoc bién chiing” hay “Than hoc ctia
siu khung hoang”; né dudc phat huy
thanh mot truong phai than hoc goi la
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Téan chinh théng, va da anh hudng dén
than hoc trong nhiéu thap ki, ké ca dén
cac nha tu tuéng nhu Emil Brunner va
Reinhold Niebuhr. Nhiéu nha than hoc
Céng gido (nhu Hans Kung) va Tin Lanh
(nhu Donald Bloesch) da thtta nhan ho
chiu anh hudng co ban ctiia Barth.

Khong phai ai cling than phuc éng. Vé
phia cac nha tu do, ho ch& nhao 6ng la
mot ngudi theo chinh théng luan bam sat
Kinh Thanh, phai nhiing ngudi bdo thu
thi ngac nhién vé tinh chinh théng cua
Barth bdi tai sao 6ng khéng xem Kinh
Thanh “la khong thé sai 1am” (trai lai,
éng tin ring chi Giésu la khéng thé sai
lam). Nhiing ngudi khac cho rang than
hoc cia Barth qua cudng diéu tinh siéu
viét cua Chua, lam cho Chua c6 vé hoan
toan xa cach, tham chi mot s6 ngudi con
bién luan ring Chda Tréi thuc t& biéu 16
su c6 mit cua minh trong tu nhién va
trong lich st (diéu ma ngay tit ban dau
Barth da phan doi kich liét).

Nhin chung, Barth ngac nhién truéc
nhiing lan séng ma 6ng gy nén. Sau nay
trong doi 6ng da viét: “Khi téi nhin lai
duong di cua minh, td6i cam thay minh
nhu mot ké dang treo trén cai cAu thang
t61 tAm cta mot ngon thap nha the va dé
cho viing anh ta c¢6 nidm ldy lan can
nhung lai ndm phai day chuéng. Anh ta
hodng s¢ khi nghe thay tiéng chudng
danh rat to trén dau minh va khéng chi
trén dau minh ma théi”.

Barth dau tranh khong chi chéng lai
nhiing nguodi tu do ma con chéng lai
nhiing ngudi ban, nhiing nguci khong
cong nhan mot vai két luan cuc doan ctua
ong. Khi Brunner cho rang Chua Troi
biéu 16 khong chi trong Kinh Thanh ma
ca trong tu nhién (mic du khoéng phai
theo cach ctiu vét), Barth da tra 1oi diéu
nay bang mot bai bao nam 1934 nhan dé
“Khong! Céu tra loi danh cho Emil
Brunner”. Barth tin ring loai “than hoc
tu nhién” nhu thé 1a goc ré ciia hén dong
luan tén gido va cua chu nghia bai xich
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Do Thai cua German Christian (“Nguoi
Kitd gido Dic” gbm nhiing ké ung hd chu
nghia dan toc cua Hitle. Sau nay trong
doi, 6ng da lam giam nhe cic quan niém
cua minh va hoa giai v6i Brunner).

Vao thoi gian 4y Barth tham gia vao
cudc dfu tranh trong Gido hoi Dic. Ong
la nguai sang lap cai goi la Gido hoi Xung
t6i nham phan d6i tu tudng “mau va dat”
va nhiing muu toan cua chu nghia phat
xit nham tao ra mot gido hoi “Ngudi Kito
gido Duc”. Ban Tuyén b6 Barmen nim
1934, dua chti yéu vao ban khdi thao ctaa
Barth, da dem su khai phat ctia Giésu ra
chong lai “chan 1i” cha Hitle va cht nghia
quéc xa:

“Gigsu Corit 1a Phic Am duy nhit.
Ching t6i bac bd hoc thuyét sai 1am cho
rang ngoai va bén canh Phic Am duy
nhat &y ra, Gido hoi c6 thé va can phai
thita nhan 14 nguén géc ctia tuyén ngoén
clla n6 ca cac bién cb va cac quyeén luc, cac
hinh tugng va cac diéu c6 thuc khac duge
xem nhu 1a su khai phat ciia Chua”.

Khi Barth ti chéi tuyén thé trung
thanh v6 diéu kién véi Quéc trudng, 6ng
bi mat chd lam 6 Bonn. Qué huong 6ng
Basel phong cho 6ng chiic gido su than
hoc va tit d6 6ng tiép tuc dau tranh cho
su nghiép cua Gido hoi Xung tdi, cho
ngudi Do Thai va cho nhiing ngusi bi ap
biic 3 khip moi noi.

Sau chién tranh, Barth ciing thuong
xuyén di thim nha tu 6 Basel. Nhiing bai
gidng dao cua o6ng cho tu nhéan, cudn
Deliverance to the captives (Su gidi thodt
do6i vdi nhitng nguoi t), thé hién su két
hop gitia tinh cam cta ngudi theo phai
Phic Am véi sy quan tAm xa hoi tiéu
biéu cho ca cudc ddi ong.

Maic du nhiing ndm cudi doi tuong doi
ling 16 nhung Barth vin 14 mot trong
nhiing nha than hoc quan trong nhat cua
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thé ki XX. Khi than hoc dao diic va nhan
vin c¢6 vé nhu da chiém linh toan bo cong
dong Kité gido, thi Barth chi ra rang
nhiing ngudi Kit6 giao - cht yéu la nhiing
ngudi theo phai Phiic Am va nhiing nguci
Cong gido - van tiép tuc ton trong Kinh
Thanh.

Mbéc thoi gian

1886 Karl Barth sinh ra ¢ Basel, Thuy Si.

1901 Adolf Harnack xuat ban cudén
What is Christianity?, mot cach dién dat
ngin gon cua Than hoc tu do.

1911 Barth lam muc su tai mdt nha
tho & Safewil (Aargau)

1914 - 1918 Chién tranh thé& giéi lan
tha I

1918 Lan dau xuat ban cuén Romans
cua Barth

1921 Barth trd thanh gido su tai
truong dai hoc Gottingen, Munster (1925)
va Bonn (1930).

1932 Xuat ban tap dau cua cudn The
Church Dogmatics, éng tiép tuc viét cac
tap tiép theo dén tan cudi doi.

1934 Chuén bi tai liéu dé viét Barmen
Declaration

1935 Bi thai héi vi khéng chiu tuyén
thé trung thanh véi Hitle; tré thanh giao
su 6 Basel.

1946 Rudolf Bultmann xuat ban cuén
Jesus Christ and Mythology.

1948 Bu6i hop dau tién chua World
Council of Churches.

1962 Barth tham nuéc M§
1968 Barth qua dai.

1977 Tap cudi cua bo sach The Church
Dogmatics dugc xuét ban.

Nguoi dich: Phan Tudng Van
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