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NGUYEN MANH TIEN®

NGUYEN NHAN THANH CONG CUA PAO CAO DAI
TU GOC PO VAN HOA HQC

Tém tat: Bai viét nay gop phan lam ré nguyén nhan sw thanh cong
cua dgo Cao Pai dudi goc do van hoa hoc. Theo tdc gia bai viét,
su thanh céong ciia dao Cao Dai chii yéu do ton gido nay da bdo
luew duweoc tin ngueong tho Troi truyén thong; ké thiva va phdt huy tin
nguéng tho Mau lau doi; ké thira tinh than dung hoa tong hop ciia
cw dan noéng nghiép; thé hién tinh cong do”‘ng ro rét va chat che;
linh hogt trong thuc tién séng dao.

Tw khéa: dao Cao Pai, Van héa hoc, Tam gido, Nam Bé.

Dao Cao Dai, tén day du 1a DPai Pao Tam Ky Phd P, 12 mot ton gido
ban dia, ra doi vao giita thap nién 20 cta thé ky XX. Tinh dén nay, dao
Cao Dai ¢6 hon 80 niam hinh thanh va phét trién. Ngay tir thoi ky dau
thanh 1ap, dao Cao Pai da thu hit dugc dong dao cu dan Nam B9, tin dd
Phat gido va cdc chi Minh Pao. Ttr nam 1926 dén nam 1930, tai Nam Ky
“c6 tir 500 ngan téi mot triéu ndng dan theo dao, trong liic tong s dan 1a
bén triéu rudi”®. Vi s6 lugng tin ¢ nhu vay, qua that dao Cao Dai da
thanh cong trong viéc truyén b4 tén gido mdi nay. Tir géc nhin vin héa
hoc, theo chiing tdi, sy thanh cong ciia dao Cao Dai 1a do mot s6 nguyén
nhan sau:

1. Pao Cao Dai da bao luu dugc tuc tho Troi trong tin ngudng dan
gian. T4 tién ciia chiing ta tir ngan xua sdng bang nghé néng. Nguoi lam
nong nghiép rat xem trong moi trudng thién nhién, séng hoa hop véi
thién nhién va siing bdi thién nhién. Nghé trong Ida can nudc. Ngay xua,
khi trinh d6 khoa hoc ky thuat chua phét trién, ngudi lam ndéng nghiép
cho réng, mua 1a do céc than Mura, than S?im, than Chop, than Gi6 tao ra,
ma cai quan cdc vi than dy 12 Troi. Tir d6 tin ngudng tho Troi dd hinh
thanh trong tim thtc cu dan ndéng nghiép. Trdi trd thanh ding than linh
quyén uy c6 thé quan sit thudng xuyén va ctru gitp dan lanh. Vi thé,
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trong dan gian mai ¢6 ciu: “Trdi cao ¢6 mat”. Vi chic ning clu gitip va
gan giii, nén ngudi 1am ndng nghiép xem Troi nhu cha ciia minh vay. Dé
tudng nhé cong on, cu dan nong nghi€p chon ngay mung 9 thing Giéng
lam 1€ via Troi. Trong qué trinh giao Ivu v6i vin héa Trung Hoa, tuc the
Troi lai cang dugc chi trong. Tuc tho Troi dugc nang 1én tam mirc quéc
gia. Viéc cting té Troi 1a viée ctia qudc gia, vua chiu trach nhiém chu té
tai cdc dan Nam giao. Theo quan niém cua Nho gido, vua la Thién tir (con
Troi), nén chi ¢6 vua méi duge phép té Troi. L& té Troi (hay té Giao)
duoc cdc vi vua to chire mdi ndm mot 1an vao ngay Lap Ha. Dén doi vua
Thanh Thai (1889 - 1907), té Giao duoc t6 chirc ba nim mot lan.

Tu lau, tuc tho Troi da an sdu vao tam thic cia nguoi Viét. “Cam
thirc vé quyén ning tbi thuong ctia Troi dd thim nhiém manh mé y thirc
ton gido clia ngudi Viét. Ngon ngit binh dan cung cap nhiéu ching tir vé
niém tin vao quyén lyc ctia Trdi nhu thé nguoi ta cau khan Troi nhu mot
chirng nhéan, nai dén Troi nhu mot quan an, chay dén Troi nhu mét vi ciru
tinh. Troi thdy va biét, phan xét va trimg phat. Trdi phan xir yéu thuong.
Troi tac dong bao vé. Troi lam cha van mang con ngudi”®@.

Pao Cao bai khong chi bao luu tin ngudng thd Troi, ma con nang
cép tin ngudng nay 1én thanh mot tén gido: tén gido Cao Pai. Troi dugce
tin d6 dao Cao Dai xem nhu mot ngudi cha quyén uy, goi 1a Pic Chi
Té6n. Pao Cao Dai cling ddng nhét cha me bang Dat Troi. Tin d6 Cao Pai
goi Troi 1a Thay (tirc 1a cha/bd theo cach goi ¢ mot sb dia phuong Viét
Nam). Hang nim, dao Cao Dai ciing chon ngay miing 9 thing Giéng lam
18 via vi gido chi ctia minh mét cich trong thé. Pic Chi Tén hay Ong
Cha Troi quyén uy téi thugng duge thd trong cdc thanh that nguy nga ctia
dao Cao bai.

Theo gido 1y dao Cao Pai, Dirc Chi Tén 1a Ngoc Hoang Thugng DE,
duogc sinh ra tir Khi Hu V6. T d6, Ngai méi héa sinh mudn loai van vét,
cai quan vil try, chd che va ctru gitp con nguoi. Ngai thuong gidng co
(nhap dong) xung 1a Thay va goi tin d6 bang con. Chinh cich xung hd
nay, tin d6 dao Cao Dai di hinh tugng héa Thugng Dé nhu mot nguoi
cha dai tu, dai d6 cung vai sy toan tri, toan nang chi phéi manh dén hanh
vi ctia mdi tin d6. Tin dd dao Cao Pai goi Thuong Dé 12 Pai Tir Phy, hét
long kinh yéu va phung su Ngai véi tim long hiéu kinh. Pay 12 quan
niém moi mé vé Thuong bé cua dao Cao Dai. Nhan xét vé quan niém
Thuong bé cua dao Cao Dai, Jayne Susan Werner viét: “Pao Cao bai cb
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quan ni€ém méi mé vé Thuong Pé, méc du Bic Cao DPai dugc coi 1a Ngoc
Hoang Thuong Dé, mot dang quen thudc trong truyén thdng dan gian
Viét Nam, nhung vai trd va vi tri ctia Thuong Dé da do6i khic trong tin
ngudng Cao Pai. Thugng Dbé duoc ton 1én & vi tri trung tdm cua dao va
tin d0 thuong quen goi 1a Birc Chi Ton (...). Thuong Dé khong dugc coi
1a mot dang thiéng liéng trong s6 cdc dang thiéng liéng, ma dugc coi la
hinh anh mot ngudi cha quyén uy va thiy tat ca. Vai trd ciia Dtic Thugng
Dé trong dao Cao Dai khic han tdp quan tin ngudng ciia nguoi Viét Nam
trudc kia vi 18 Ngai ¢6 dugce tinh toan tri, toan ning. Diéu nay cé ¥ nghia
tdc dong t6i hanh vi cla tin dd Cao Dai, vi ho rt siing kinh tén thd Troi

voi tri thire rang Troi ¢6 moi ldc, moi noi”®.

2. Pao Cao Dai ké thira va phét huy tin ngudng thd Mau, mot tin
ngudng dan gian hinh thanh tir rat 1au doi. Tin ngudng thd Mau Ia sy tin
tuong va thd phung nhimng vi nit thin ma dan gian cho rang c6 quyén
nang vo bién, c6 kha ndng sang tao, dudng nudi, che chd con nguoi. P6
1a nhitng vi nit than thién nhién dem lai mua thuan gi6 hoa; nhitng ba me,
ba vo dam dang, tan tuy vi chong con; nhiing ba hoang, céng chia cé
cong voi dan véi nude.

Trong tin ngudng dan gian ciia ngudi Viét, nguoi me con duge hiéu 1a
nhitng sy vat va hién tugng ty nhi€n gitip do, bao v¢, che chd cho con
nguoi déu duoc kinh trong va ton tho. Khi con ngudi con sinh séng bay
dan, nho vao héi lugm, ring 1a ngudi me dudng nudi, bado vé con nguoi.
“Nguoi me dau tién nudi sdng, che chd cho con ngudi 4y 12 ciy. Ciy cho
mam cho &, cho hot, cho qua dé ngudi an sinh séng, cho vo dé nguoi
mic, cdy cho canh, cho r& chang chit dé con ngudi treo minh trén d6
tranh thi dit qua dém, qua nguy hiém”®. Con ngudi rat kiéng né nhiing
ciy cao, béng mat. C6 18 tir d6, trong dan gian méi luu truyén cdu “than
ciy da, ma cdy gao, ci cdo ciy d&”. Cudc sdng hdi lugm nho vao rimg
ndi, dugc rung che chd, nudi dudng, nén rung dugc xem nhu nguodi me
va duge ton vinh 12 Mau Thuong Ngan, Mau Son Lam va duoc nhan dan
dung dén th ciing.

Dbi voi nhitng ngudi séng trén mién séng nude, ngudi me ning da,
cung cip thily san nudi dudng con ngudi 12 nude. Nude duge goi 1a Mau
Thodi (doc chéch cua tir Thuy). Vi nir than nay duoc 1ap dén thd ¢ nhiéu
noi trén dat nue Viét Nam, nhat 1a khu vie Mién Béc.
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Dbi voi nghé 1am ndng nghiép, dat dudng nudi hoa mau tuoi tét. Cu
dan ndng nghiép ton vinh dat 1a me, goi 12 Pia Mau va rat muc ton tho.
D6i v6i nghé 1am ndng nghiép, dé c6 mila mang boi thu, bén canh yéu t6
dat dai twoi t6t con can yéu td thoi tiét thuan hoa. Cu dan nong nghiép
cling tin tuéng rang mua thuan gié hoa 1a do cdc vi nit than. D6 1a bon ba
(Ta Phap): Phidp Van, Phdp Vii, Phap Loi, Phap Dién. Bén ba c6 nhiém
vu van chuyén nudc dén dong ruong nudi sdng ciy trong. Cai quan bon
ba nay 12 mot vi nit than t6i cao, Ba Troi (MAu Thién).

b6 14 nhitng ba me thién nhién dugc nhan dan kinh tin ton thd. Bén
canh d6, nhan dan ciling ton thd nhitng ba me nhan gian dic hanh c6 cong
lao véi cOng déng, dét nuée. D6 1a Quéc Mau Au Co, Mau Man Thién
(me¢ Hai Ba Trung), Déng Xung Thién Vuong Mau (me Thanh Gibng),
Thénh Mau Y Lan, Thanh MAu Liéu Hanh,v.v...

Khi méi thanh lap, dao Cao Dai da tiép nhan ngay tin ngudng thd Mau
truyén thong va quan diém xem trong vai trd phuy nit. Xét vé ban chat, “dao
Cao Dai ciing boc 16 truyén thong am tinh, trong phy nit ctia van héa dan
toc”®. Viée lam dau tién c6 y nghia trong dai va anh huéng sau sic dén
niém tin cua tin d6 Cao Pai 1a c4c nha sang 1ap ton gido nay da long trong
t6 chitc Hoi Yén Diéu Tri Cung vao ngay ram thang T4m nam At Siru (tic
ngay 02/10/1925). Pay dugc xem Ia 1& hoi dau tién cia dao Cao Dai. Sau
nay, dao Cao Pai to chirc Hoi Yén Diéu Tri Cung vao ngay ram thang Tam
am lich hang nam. Cong ddng dao Cao Pai cho xdy dung Bdo An Tir, mot
cung dién nguy nga, dé tho Diéu Tri Kim Mau; thanh 1ap Hoi thanh Ciru
Tring dai Nir phai dé lanh dao nit tin d6 dao Cao Pai. Diéu Tri Kim Mau
chinh 1a cdc vi Thanh Mau trong dan gian dugc tin dd dao Cao Dai kinh
tin va ning 1én hang Phat Mau. “Theo dao Cao Pai, qu4 trinh tién tu iy
phai tién 1én 5 bac, di tir Nhan dao dén Than dao, Thanh dao, Tién dao va
Phat dao. Khi hinh tugng, thiéng héa céic Mau, dua 18n vi tri ton vinh cdc
Mau & Nam B9, ta théy ¢6 danh xung Thanh MaAu (Linh Son Thanh Mau,
Chda X¢ Thanh Mau, Thién Hau Thanh Mau), con vi tri tbi thuong, cao
nhét trong 5 bac, dugc nang 1én hang Phat, twong xting voi Phat Mau
danh cho Diéu Tri Kim Mau, vi trong dao Cao Pai chu truong “Tam gido
quy nguyén”, trong d6 c6 Phat gido. Nhu vay, ngoai danh xung Théinh
Mau phé bién cho cic Mau, thi ciing thdy c¢6 Phat Mau. Do d6, tir tin
ngudng nir thdn, qua qué trinh dung hop vin héa, tir dia ban chuyén cu
Mién Bic vao Nam, Nam B6 1a viing dét cudi ciing ciia T6 qudc, di tich
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hop, dung chita trong né buc tranh kha toan canh vé qud trinh phat trién
tam thirc v& Mau, da thé hién 5 bac thang tién héa, huéng thuong, danh
cho mét s6 nit thin & Nam B9, ¢6 lién quan dén cac yéu td Troi, Dét,
Nuéc duge ton vinh, dugc dua 1én vi trf cao hon nir than, dé tré thanh
Thanh MAau, Phat Mau”©.

Dao Cao Pai cho 1p Bdo An Tir dé tho Phat Mau bén canh dén Thénh,
noi thd Pirc Chi Tén “thé hién ¥ thic tho tw cip doi, dbi sanh Am - Duong,
Troi - Dat qua viéc dat tho vi tri t6i cao danh cho Ngoc Hoang Thugng bé
(Cha Troi) va Diéu Tri Kim Mau (Me Dat)”?.

Tir viée ké thira tin ngudng thd Mau truyén théng dén viéc 1ap dién
tho Phat Mau va Hoi thanh Nit phdi, dao Cao Pai that su giy dugc cam
tinh dbi véi mdt bo phan cu dan tai Nam B ldc béy gio, dac biét 1a gioi
ntt. Ho nhan théy, dao Cao Dai 1a chd dua niém tin va c6 thé guri gém tam
tu nguyén vong ctia minh.

3. Pao Cao Dai di thira ké tinh than dung hoa tong hop cua cu dan
nong nghi€p. Khi mdi thanh 1ap, dao Cao Dai da dua ra ton chi “Tam
gido quy nguyén, Ngii chi phuc nhat”. Theo dao Cao Dai, Tam gido gdm
Thanh gido, Phét gido, Tién gido (Nho, Thich, Pao). Ngii chi gdm Nhén
dao, Than dao, Thdnh dao, Tién dao, Phat dao. V&i ton chi nay, dao Cao
Dai dé dang dung hoa tiép nhan céc ton gido khac dé tao ra mot ton gido
vira méi la, vira bao Iuu tin ngudng truyén thong. Gido chu dao Cao Dai
¢6 danh xung 14 “Cao DPai Tién Ong Pai B6 Tat Ma Ha Téat”. “Ty thin
danh hiéu nay da 1a sy tong hop cua ba tén gido co ban: Nho (Cao Dai),
Pao (Tién Ong), Phat (Pai B4 Tat Ma Ha Tat)®. Hinh anh ctua Thuong
Pé duogc thé hién qua biéu twong “Thién Nhan” (Mit Troi). Thién Nhin
1a “biéu tugng cho tim linh v6 hinh, Mt Troi 12 duy nhat va thong nhét &
khép moi noi (khdong nhu tranh tugng moi noi 1am mdi khac), 12 mot san

pham cua tinh than tong hop van gido”®.

Vé nghi thirc tho ty, ngoai thd Puc Chi Tén (Ngoc Hoang Thuong
D¢é) qua biéu tugng Thién Nhin, dao Cao Dai con tho gido chi Tam gido
la Phat Thich Ca, Khéng Tt va Lao Tu. Bén canh d6, dao Cao Dai cling
thd Quan Thé Am, Ly Thai Bach, Quan Thanh D& Quén, Giésu, Khuong
T Nha. “Tinh than tong hop vin héa Pong - Ty con boc 19 & qua viée
trung bay ¢ dai sanh céc toa thanh buc tranh Tam Théanh vé hinh nha tién
tri danh tiéng Viét Nam Trang Trinh Nguyén Binh Khiém cling hai nguoi
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dugc xem la @€ tir cua Ong la nha tho Phap Victor Hugo va nha ciach
mang Trung Qubc Ton Dat Tién. Ca ba vi thanh nay (véi vong hao quang
trén dau) ciing huéng téi Thugng DE ma dong tim ndi 1én nhitng udc
vong chung ctia nhan loai vé 1ong Nhan 4i - Tinh yéu - L& phai viét bang
chit Hén va chit Phap”@?,

Vé hé thdng gido 1y, dao Cao Pai 1ap nén hé thong gido 1y mai trén co
sO tuyén chon gido 1y cua Tam gido. Trong d6, gido 1y Nho gido dugc
xem 12 nén tang. “Su tong hop nay khong c6 y nghia phu nhan Tam gido
dé 1ap nén Cao Dai gido ma 1a théng nhat lai chon truyén thanh mét co
céu nhat qudn, trong d6 mdi thanh phin c6 mdt gid tri trong yéu clia nén
Dai Dao”(V,

Chue sic Cao Dai chia 1am ba phai, gdm phdi Ngoc (thuéc Thanh,
mac 4o do), phdi Thai (thudc Phat, mdc 4o vang), phdi Thuong (thudc
Tién, mac 4o xanh).

4. Pao Cao Dai thé hién tinh cong dong rd rét va chat ché. Cach
phung thd trong thanh thit Cao Pai thé hién tinh cong dong va triét Iy
dung hoa 4m duong. Thién ban trong thanh thit Cao Pai dugc bai tri nhu
sau: trén cao la Thién Nhan tugng trung Pttc Chi Tén (Ngoc Hoang
Thuong Dé), ké dén 12 cic Vi than linh khéc duoc sép xép 1an luot theo
thtr tu:

Lao T Phat Thich Ca Khéng T
(Phat dao)
Quan Am Bb6 tat Ly Thai Bach Quan Thanh Bé Quéan
(Tién dao)
Giésu

(Thanh dao)

Khwong Tt Nha
(Than dao)

Giao tong
(Nhan dao)
Thai Chwéng phap | Thwong Chwéng phap Ngoc Chwéng phap

Thai Pau sw Thwong Pau sw Ngoc Dau sw

Céch bai tri trong thanh that cho thay, dao Cao Pai thd hoi dong céc
Than, Théanh, Tién, Phat va Nguoi. Quan sét so d trén, tir dudi 1én, dau
tién 1a 7 vi chiic sic cao cip ciia dao Cao Dai (1 Gido téng, 3 Chudng
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phdp, 3 Pau su) dai dién Nhan dao. Ké tiép, Khuong Tt Nha dai dién
Than dao; Giésu dai dién Thanh dao; Ly Thai Bach dai dién Tién dao;
Phat Thich Ca dai dién Phat dao. Nhan dao, Than dao, Thanh dao, Tién
dao va Phat dao 1a Ngii chi Pai dao, con goi 1a nam c?ip béc tu tién cua
dao Cao bai.

Céch thd phung néu trén 1am cho ngudi Cao Pai cam thiy hai long. Boi
vi ngoai viéc kinh thd Buc Chi Ton, ho con ton thd gido chu cua Tam gido,
Ngii chi, nhitng vi than von tir truéc ho ciing di kinh tin. P6i voi nhimng
ngudi timg theo Tam gido, Ngii chi, nay quy thuan vé dao Cao Dai ciing
cam thay khong mic cam khi cai dao.

Cong dong tin dd Cao Dai duge t6 chirc va quan 1y chit ché tir Toa
Thanh trung wong dén céc thanh thit dia phuong. Tin d6 & mot xi dugc
tap hop lai va sinh hoat trong mot td chirc co s6 goi la Huong dao. Huong
dao do Ban Tri sy quan 1y. Ban Tri sy do tin dd trong Huong dao bau ct.
Ban Tri su ¢6 nhiém vu cham séc doi séng vat chit, tinh than cho tin d6
trong Huong dao. Nhiéu Huong dao hop lai thanh mot Toc dao (Huyén
dao). Toc dao do Lé& sanh cai quan goi la Pau toc dao. Nhiéu Toc dao hop
lai thanh mot Chau dao (Tinh dao). Chau dao do mot Gido hitu cai quan
goi 12 Kham chéu dao. Nhiéu Chau dao hop lai thanh mét Tran dao. Tran
dao do mét Gido su cai quan goi la Kham trdn dao. Dau toc dao, Khim
ChAu dao, Kham trdn dao do Hoi Thénh bd nhiém. Tir céch to chire hanh
chinh dao nhu trén, cdng déng tin dd dao Cao Pai dugc cd két chit ché,
bén virng. Ngudi tin dd dao Cao Dai tim niém ring:

“Ching quan ddng tong mdi mot nha

Cung nhau mot dao titc mot cha

Nghia nhan danh giri than tram tudi

Day 14n cho nhau ding chit hoa”(?.

Nguoi tin @6 dao Cao Pai xem nhau nhu anh em mot nha. Diéu nay
duogc quy dinh tai Diéu thtr nhat, ph?ln Thé dao, trong bd Tan ludt nhu
sau: “H@ tho gido voi mot Thay thi ty nhu con mot cha, phai thuong yéu
nhau; lién lac nhau, gitip d& nhau lay long thanh that ma ddi dai nhau, diu
dat nhau trong dudng dao va duong doi”. Trong cong dong tin do dao
Cao Dai, néu gia dinh nao c6 dai sy, nhét 1a tang ma va hon 18, thi ca
cong ddng chung tay gép sirc gitip d& chu toan.
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Thanh thit 12 ngdi nha chung, trung tim sinh hoat cong ddng dao Cao
Dai. Vao nhitng ngay séc (miing Mot), vong (ngay Ram), ngay 18 hoi, tin
dd dao Cao Dai té twu vé thanh thét cing té, hoc gido 1y, sinh hoat vui
choi, am thyc. D4i véi tin d6 dao Cao Dai, thanh that quan trong, gin bé
nhu mai chua hay mai dinh trong tam thuc cua nguoi Viét.

Nguoi Cao Pai thuong lam phic thién, thich hoat déng huéng vé
cong dong. Mbi thanh thit dao Cao Dai déu c6 co s¢ phic thién. Co s&
phiic thién cham lo, thim viéng, gitip d& nhimng ngudi c6 hoan canh khé
khan khong phan biét theo hay khong theo ton gido. Co sé phuc thién cua
dao Cao Dai thuong c6 phong khdm chita bénh mién phi.

5. Tin dd dao Cao bai rat linh hoat trong thuc tién séng dao. Gioi luat
Cao Dai khong khét khe, cing nhéc. Phuong phdp tu hanh cta dao Cao
Pai tir d& dén khé qua nam giai doan: Nhan dao, Thén dao, Thanh dao,
Tién dao va Phat dao. Ty hoan canh thyc tién, mdi tin dd dao Cao Pai
chon cho minh mét cach tu tap thich hgp. Nhan dao tuy 1a cap thip nhat
nhung rat quan trong va dugc xem 1a nén tang clia qud trinh tu tap ctia tin
d6 dao Cao Dai. Pai Thira chon gido c6 ghi:

“Céc con biét ding Dao Thay,

Pao Thay khong chiu cho ai biét minh.

O an nhu thé thuong tinh,

Lo tu luyén Dao sta minh tinh ba.

Tu khong biéu méc do da,

Cao rau thi phat bo nha lia con.

C)ng ba, cha me duong con,

Phai lo bédo ddp cho tron hiéu trung.

Vo chong tron nghia thity chung,

Gilt nhu sen moc dudi bun khong do.

Lam nhu dot ndt dai kho,

Ding cho ké thé ring ngd minh tu!”(?),

Nén tang Nhan dao budc mdi tin dd dao Cao Dai phai tuan theo dugc
quy dinh trong Diéu thtr ba, phan Thé dao, bd Tan ludt nhu sau: “Phai giir
tam cang ngii thuong 13 ngudn cdi ciia nhon dao; nam thi hiéu dé, trung
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tin, 1& nghia, liém si, nir thi tung phy, ting phu, ting tir va cong, dung,
ngon, hanh”.

Tin d6 Cao Dai dugc chia 1am hai bac: bac Ha thira 1 nhing tin d6 tu
tai gia, dugc c6 vo chdng, 1am an binh thuong, git ngii gidi, an chay ky;
va bac Thuong thira 12 nhitng ngudi cit 4i ly gia, truong chay, giit gidi sat
va Tt dai diéu quy.

T6ém lai, tir khi ra doi dén dau thap nién 30 cua thé ky XX, dao Cao
Dai da phat trién rong khip Nam Ky luc tinh. C6 thé néi, giai doan nay
dugc xem la giai doan thanh cdng nhét cta dao Cao Dai. Su thanh cong
d6 12 vi “Pao Cao Dai da xay dyng trén tinh than tdng hop - dung hop
kha rong rai: D6 la su téng hop céc ton gido, tir Nho - Phat - Bao dén ca
céc ton gido Phuong Tay; téng hop cic truyén thng van héa dan toc, tir
viéc cdu tién gidng but dén 16i tw duy bang cic con sb biéu trung, huéng
t6i su hai hoa dm duong... Chinh nho su téng hop tao nén 4n tuong “vira
la vira quen” 4y ma, vao thoi diém ra doi, dao Cao Dai da thu hit dugc
kha nhiéu ngudi tin theo va nhanh chéng phat trién”¥. Ké thira nhimng
thanh qué trong qud khtr, dao Cao Dai hién nay van tiép tuc phat trién va
khang dinh vi thé cia minh & Viét Nam./.
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THE CAUSE OF THE SUCCESS OF CAODAISM
UNDER THE CULTURAL ANGEL

This article contributes to clarify the cause of the success of Caodaism
under the cultural angle. According to the author, the success of
Caodaism mainly due to this religion has reserved traditional Sun
worshipping; to inherit and promote worshipping Mother Goddess for a
long time; to succeed to reconciliation spirituality of the peasant; to
express distinct and tight community; and flexibility in religious practice.

Key words: Caodaism, Culturology, Three religions (Confucianism,
Buddhism, Taoism), the Southern Vietnam.
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