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NGUYEN XUAN HAU"

VAINET VE SU TIEP BIEN, ANH HUONG
CUA PHAT GIAO THERAVADA POI VOI TON GIAO VA
LE TUC TRUYEN THONG NGUOI KHMER O NAM BQ

Tém tit: Nguwoi Khmer I mét trong 54 téc nguwoi ¢ Viét Nam, sinh
song & Nam B¢ tir ldu va cé nhitng ddc trung vé van héa déc sdc.
Cudc song cua dai bd phdn nguoi Khmer gén lién véi Phdt gido
Theravada (Phdt gido Nguyén Thuy, Phdt gido Nam Tong). Nhung
diéu nay khong cé nghia la tén gido, 1é tuc truyén thong ciia ngueoi
Khmer ¢ Nam B déu do Phdt gido Theravada san sinh, ma trong
s6 dé phan nhiéu da cé triede khi Phdt gido du nhdp va phé bién.
Trong qud trinh phdt trién, Phdt gido Theravada khong bai xich
ton gido, 1é tuc truyén thong, ma cé suw tiép bién phit hop, tao nén
mét sdc thdi vin héa ton gido, 1é tuc ddc sdc cia nguwoi Khmer &
Nam Bé.

Tir khéa: Phdt gido Theravada, ngwoi Khmer, ton gido truyén
théng, € tuc truyén thong, Nam B9.

1. Sw tiép bién ciia Phat gido dbi véi céac loai hinh ton gido truyén
théng ciia ngwoi Khmer & Nam B§

Ngbi chiia 1a trung tim sinh hoat t6n gido, vin héa cta cong dong
nguoi Khmer & Nam Bo. Chila Khmer thuong duge xiy dung bé thé,
trang nghiém, cham khac tinh t, cong phu v6i méi cong, néc nhon, thap
cao nam giira khudn vién rong dé tin ¢4 dén thyuc hanh 18 bai va vui choi.
Nhiéu ng6i chiia Khmer & Nam B van con tan du cta ton gido so khai
va Ba La Mén gido nhu céc tuong linga hay hé thong linh than, linh thi
dugc Phat gido tiép bién va dong héa.

Khi Phat gido chua du nhap, nguoi Khmer da c¢6 nhitng hinh thtc ton
gido truyén thong, chang han nhu tho cing Neak Ta va Arak. Sau nay, dit
ngudi Khmer rat ton sing Phat gido, nhung co ban ho van 1a cu dan noéng
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nghi¢p lda nudc, phu thudc nhiéu vao thién nhién, nén khé bo duoc cac
hinh thirc thd cing than linh ton tai tir truée. Ngay nay, di khong con
thinh hanh nhu xwa, nhung cac vi than Neak T2 va Ardk van duoc nguoi
Khmer tho cing trong ngdi chuia, duwgc chu tang doc kinh trang nghiém
khi thuc hanh nghi 18.

- Tho ciing Neak Ta. Nguoi Khmer quen goi Neak Ta 1a Ong Ta. Day
12 mot vi than bao h¢ cua ngudi Khmer. C6 nhiéu loai Neak Ta: Neak Ta
Meba Sros 1a thin phum séc; Neak Ta Walt 14 than giir chiia; Neak Ta Ta
Chay 1a than song ho; Neak Ta Sam Rong 1a than cdy trom; Neak Ta
Pom Chreay 12 thin cdy da; Neak Ta Kra Hamco 1a than ngudi tu tor.
Trudc ddy, Neak Ta con 12 vi than xir kién viéc trong phum séc, doi khi
con 1a than bao ho tinh yéu.

Than tugng trong miéu Neak Ta 12 vai hon d4 to va nhiéu vién da nho
hinh bau duc'. Miéu thd Neak Ta c6 loai don gian bé‘mg tre c6 san hoac
nén dat dudi tan ciy to & mot bai rong cudi ciing ven bung, ¢ loai xay
gach quy mé trong khudn vién chia. Ciing c6 Neak Ta khong c6 miéu
tho, ai can cau khan gi thi dit 18 trén go ma khan. Miéu tho Neak Ta
thudng theo hudng béc, biéu hién ta khi lanh 1&o.

L& cing Neak Ta t chirc vio ngdy 4 va 5 thiang Visik (thang 5
Duong lich) tai miéu thd. Vao ngay 18, ngudi dan to chirc dam triu dé
cting 6ng Ta Héc va ba Day Chas. Theo tuc truyén, Ta Hoc va Day Chas
12 hai nguoi bi giét chét, héa thanh than giit cla, sau d6 tré thanh than
bao v€ phum séc.

Hinh thtc t& sinh nay trdi v6i gioi luat ciia Phat gido, cho nén nha
chiia thay thé bang nhing 1& vat don gian hon va nhiing bai kinh Phat.
Viéc tiép bién cua Phat gido véi thd cing Neak Ta 1a “mot qué trinh
dién ra c6 tranh chip va dung hoa™? Phat gido thira nhan viéc thd ciing
Neak Ta, nhung khong chip nhan nhiing hinh thirc hién sinh. Diéu nay
cho thay, gi tri cuia thd ciing Neak Ta gin b6 nhidu mit dén doi séng,
san xuat ctia ngudi Khmer ma su tang toc ngudi niy phai chap nhan va
dung hoa.

- Tho ciing Ardk. Hién nay, vai trd cua than Ardc trong cong dong
ngudi Khmer & Nam Bo khong con quan trong nhu trude ddy. Arak duoc
xem 12 vi than bao ho va tri bénh mang tinh dong ho nhiéu hon, tim dnh
hudng khong 16n bang Neak Ta, nhung van ton tai trong khuén vién chiia
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Khmer. Vat thd dugc dit trong miéu gdm c6 doan than ciy chudi, qua
dira tuoi cdm ba ciy huong 1én trén xuyén qua ba 14 triu, c6 chia lam
mot chiéc thuyén dé vat 18 1én trén voi ngu y thuyén Bat Nha cua Phat
gido dua chiing sinh dén bo giai thodt.

Viéc thd ciing Neak Ta va Aréc hién nay phai nhat ¢6 thé do diéu kién
mdi trudng sdng va san xuat phét trién hon xua, bién ¢ vé thién tai, dich
bénh khong con la ndi khiép s¢ cua nguoi Khmer. Nén vai tro tri bénh,
bao ho mila mang, phum séc ctia cic vi than Neak Ta va Arik khong
quan trong nhu trudc diy nita. Tuy vy, trong cdc nghi 1& cia Khmer &
Nam b6, hinh thtc thd cling ny van dugc thuc hanh, vi né da trd thanh
tap quén cua dong bao.

- Hé thong tho ciing linh than, linh thi. Phat gido Theravada c6 vi thé
quan trong va chi phéi rong 16n dén doi song cia nguoi dan Khmer. Ton
gido nay da ké thira nhitng gid tri ma Ba La Mon gido da xay dung tur
truéc & ngudi Khmer, nhat 12 hé thdng linh than, linh thd. Khong nhiing
vay, Phat gido con bién hé thong linh than, linh thi cia Ba La Mon gido
thanh nhitng ddi tugng c6 vai trd quan trong trong tim linh va nghé thuat
tao hinh dic sic cta minh.

+ Hinh twong than bon mat (Maha Prum)*: dit trén méi chia, thap
cdt, twong trung cho nidi Someru, trung tdm cua vii try, noi & cua cdc
thién than. Toan thé ngdi chia dwoc ngudi Khmer quan niém nhu mot
trdi ndi. Theo tich truyén ciia Phat gido, mot hoang tir & tran gian tén 1a
Thomabal da thing 16i thiach d6 cta than Maha Prum & c6i Troi. Sau khi
thua 1y, than Maha Prum da tu cit ddu minh. Noi dung truyén tich nay
dugc xdy dung voi ngu ¥ 1a sy thing thé cua Phat gido dbi véi Ba La
Mbn gido. Pau thin bdn mat trén mdi chiia, ngon thp thé hién tu tudng
tur bi, hy xa ctia Phat gido.

+ Hinh tuwong Riahu: trang tri trén cong, ban cong hay vom mit tién
cua chinh dién ngoi chuia. Riahu c¢6 hinh dang hung d, nhe nanh, tron
mit, hai tay cAm Mat Tring dwa vio mom rong dinh nudt. Biéu tuwong
Riahu 13 mot vét tich ctia Ba La Mon gido. Day ciing 12 biéu hién cia tu
duy ndng nghiép. Hanh dong Riahu nudt Mt Tring, phun bio tip bang
mom rong dugc xem la mét hién tugng cua ty nhién gén lién v6i mia
mang. Cho nén, Riahu con 1a biéu hién cta cdch nghi ciia cu dan nong
nghiép lda nudc: “Tat bao ham géc nhin ctia ngudi trong trot so khai
trude strc manh huyén bi ciia gi6i tu nhién, nghia 1a true thoi tiét, sy van
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hanh cua cdc thién thé, thuy triéu, cdc hién tuong ty nhién khac, nhirng gi
¢6 thé anh huong dén qud trinh san xuat cia ndng dan™.

+ Hinh twong Kdyno: c6 dang nira nguoi (than va dau 1a mot thiéu nir)
nira chim (chan, tay, canh), dau doi vuong miéng, deo nhiéu dd trang sirc
trén than. Kayno thuong dugc bd tri trén cdc dau cot lan can tang nén thir
hai, quay mit vao chiia, than udn vé phia trudc nhu mét vii nit. Nguoi
Khmer cho rang, Kayno 1a mét trong nhiing kiép cua Dirc Phat.

+ Tuong Chan (Yeak): 1a motip doc ddo trong nghé thudt tao hinh
ngudi Khmer, thé hién hinh thirc dit ton, to khoé, mot hodc nhiéu dau, tai
thd, miii su t, mat 10i, may xéch, miéng nhe nanh, ham rang 16n, than
mit 4o gidp kiéu v tudng, tay cam cha vo. Chan von dai dién cho Iyc
luong phd hoai ludt phdp. Nhung sau nay, “Chan chi thua Phat va duoc
Phét cai ta cho theo dao Samén™. Tuong Chin thuong dat trudc céng
hay quanh hang rao dé bao vé ngoi chiia.

+ Hinh twong Héng Prodtthoni: 12 mot vi than Dat, thuong bé tri phia
sau bé tho Phat, doi khi duoc thé hién & mit ngoai burc twong ngdi chua.
Héng Prodtthoni mang hinh ddng mot thiéu nit xinh dep dang mda, véi
méi téc dai, dau doi khan, udn ngang vé phia trdi 1am cang b nguc tron.
Viéc tao hinh than nhu vay, ngudi Khmer mong uéc cude song ddi dao,
no di. Vi than nay duoc cho 12 ¢6 céng dudi ma vwong, chirng minh sy tu
hanh déc dao cua DPtc Phat, nén hinh tugng clua than dtmg trong mdt hoa
sen dang no.

Linh thdn Ba La Mon gido & nguoi Khmer con ¢6 Tevada (phic than)
tho cing trong dip Tét Chol Chnim Thmay dé ciu phudc lanh, mua
mang tdt tuoi; Wissawon treo trudc cira nha dé chdng ta ma xam hai dén
gia dinh.

Ngoai hé théng linh than, chita Khmer con ¢6 nhiéu hinh tugng linh
thd cua Ba La Mon gido.

+ Chim than Garuda (Krut): 12 linh thd c6 vai trd quan trong trong doi
song tam linh ctia ngudi Khmer. Garuda bat ngudn tir than thoai An Do
c6 dai, 1a vat cudi cua thin Visnu, mot trong nhitng vi than tdi thuong
ctia Ba La Mon gido. Theo truyén thuyét, Garuda 13 con cia nir than
Vinta, chi cua nit than Krodhus. Garuda c6 dang vé dir ton, duoc biéu
hinh bang con chim sin mdi, c6 dau ngudi va chiéc mé cong quip, ciing
moéng chin sic nhon ciia dai bang. Garuda 1a anh em ho véi ran Naga
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(con cua nir thin Krodhus), nhung ludn 12 ddi thu cia nhau. Trong cdc
tran chién gitra Garuda va Naga, phan thang ludn thudc vé Garuda®. C6 1&
xudt phét tir y nghia d6, nén hinh tugng Garuda dugc thé hién trong tu
thé dang d6i cénh rong, nhu hai canh tay luc ludng dang nim chit than
ran Naga.

Garuda dai dién cho mét vat linh timg dugc ngudi Khmer rat ton kinh.
Khi Phat gido xudt hién, Garuda khong con dwoc siing tin nita, ma chi
dugc xem nhu mot hinh anh trang tri, t6 diém thém vé dep gép phan ting
thém sy uy nghi cho cic cong trinh kién tric chiia thap Khmer.

Hinh tugng Garuda duogc trang tri trong cdc chtia Khmer hién nay da
dugc cai bién véi nét mat hién hoa hon, ding dap gan gidng véi con
ngudi, con mit ¢ gitta khong con, ddi canh duoc thu nhé lai hodc ¢6 noi
b6 han, thay vao d6 1a canh tay nguoi. Riéng hinh anh rin Naga, mot nan
nhan bi Garuda xé xdc, cling khéng con xuat hién nhiéu. Diéu nay dugc
gidi thich 1a do tu tudng tur bi, hi x4 ctia Phat gido, nén hinh tugng
Garuda da dugc cai bién mot cach than thién hon.

Ngoai ra, hé thdng linh thi ctia Ba La Mén gido nhu tugng Tiép CO,
Rét Cha Xay, voi, Niét Korét (réng), Naga (ran),... tho cung, trung bay
hodc trang tri trong cac ng6i chiia Khmer, dugc xem Ia nhitng hinh tuong
gan lién véi tich Phat gido va phil tro cho Piic Phat.

2. Sw anh hwéng ciia Phét gido Theravada d6i voi mot so 1€ tuc
truyén théng ciia nguwdi Khmer & Nam B

Da s6 cdc 18 tuc ciia ngudi Khmer bit ngudn tir cude sdng lau doi. Khi
Phat gido phd bién rong réi, nhitng 18 tuc vong doi cia ngudi Khmer déu
c6 su chi phdi cta ton gido nay. Hau hét nghi 1 cta ngudi Khmer déu c6
sw hién dién cua su ting va chi khi 4y nhiing nghi 1& méi dugce xem Ia
tron ven.

- Lé gidp tuéi: Theo truyén thdng cua ngudi Khmer, khi vira méi ra
doi, dtra tré dugc xem 1a dé ti cua Puc Phat, cha me gido duc con céi dya
trén tinh than Phat gido 1a dn & hién lanh, kinh 1& su ting, 1& bai Tam
Bdo,... Ngdi chia va nha su di tré nén quen thudc ngay tir thud au tho
cua ho.

Tré em nguoi Khmer dugc nha su dat t€n va nhan Iam con nudi, véi ¥
nghia 12 nho vao than lyc ciia chu ting ma ma quy khéng didm quay
nhiéu. Khi 12 tudi, nguoi Khmer 1am 18 gidp tudi (Pithi Pidép Chnam) dé
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cting to tién, than thanh da gidp ho nudi con qua mot gidp. Trong ngly 18
nay, gia dinh moi su ting dén doc kinh ciu an cho tré. Nha su ding nudc
huong vy vao dira tré dé xua dudi ta ma khéng cho ching dén gan 1am
hai. Sau khi 1am 1& gidp tudi, dira tré c6 thé xudt gia vao chiia tu hanh tra
hiéu cho cha me, hoc tip gido 1y nha Phat, phong tuc tdp qudn cta dan
tdc va chuong trinh van héa trong mot vai nadm dé chuén bi cho mdt cudc
séng méi khi truéng thanh.

- Lé thanh hén: Trong 18 thanh hon cua nguoi Khmer, sy hién di¢n cia
su tang 12 khong thé thiéu. Nha su dén tung kinh, chic phiic cho d6i tan
hon. Vi ngudi Khmer, cudi hoi duoc xem trong va ¢6 lién quan nhiéu
dén Phat gido.

Trong 1& cuéi truyén thong, gia dinh nha gdi moi Achar Pélea (ngudi
hudng dan hon 18) didu khién cudc 18. C6 dau, chi ré mic 18 phuc cudi
ngdi xép bang trén chiéu, minh cii xudng, hai tay ty 1én gbi. C6 dau ngdi
db6i dién voi nha su, chi ré ngdi bén trdi ciia Achar Pélea, ho hang hai bén
ngdi canh co dau, chi ré. Nha su vira doc kinh vira vay nuéc huong ban
phiic lanh, thuyét phap cho d6i tin hén vé dao ly, tinh nghia vo chong,
cau chic cho ho binh yén bén nhau va luén hudng vé doi sdng tuoi dep.

Sau d6, nha su tién hanh 18 cét hoa cau (con trong be) tugng trung cho
su trong tring hanh phic lira d6i. Trong 1& cudi, ngudi Khmer c6 tuc
danh ring tugng trung lién quan dén viéc tu Phat. Nguyén do tap tuc nay
dugc cho rang, xua kia ngudi Khmer mang dong gidng cua loai rin
Naga. Rén thudng phun noc doc, nén khi cudi nhau, sinh con cdi phai
danh ring khir doc. Néu chii ré dd qua thoi gian tu hanh c6 nghia 1a da
danh rang, thi chi tién hanh nghi 1& nay cho c¢6 dau. Néu nhu chd ré chua
tu hanh thi ca hai cung tién hanh nghi 18 nay.

Ngay nay, 1& cuéi truyén thdng ctia ngudi Khmer mot sb noi ¢6 sy cai
bién va gian don hon so véi trude ddy, hodc td chirc 18 thanh hon tai nha
hang. Mic du vy, vai trd cia nha su va anh huéng ctia Phat gido van con
dam nét trong van héa cuéi hoi clia ho. Cac nghi thirc mdi nha su vé nha
hay dén chiia 18 Phat, doc kinh, dang com, thuyét phép, chic phiic,... vin
khong thé thiéu trong 1& cuéi ciia ngudi Khmer & Nam Bo. Ho quan
niém, sy hién dién cda su tidng trong 18 cudi 1a mang dén sy binh yén,
niém tin va hanh phtc cho ddi tan hon va gia dinh trong ngay trong dai
nhit cta cudc doi.
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- Lé tang: 12 mot trong nhitng nghi 1& ma su ting déng vai trd hét strc
quan trong. La tin dd cua Phat gido, nén ngudi Khmer quan niém, chét
khong phai 12 chdm durt tat ca, ma 12 su trung chuyén sang mot giai doan
khdc cua su luan hoi, an lanh hay dau khé tuy vao viéc lam phic cua
minh va viéc séng & doi. Cho nén, khi gia dinh ¢6 nguoi qua cb, nguoi
than phai di chiia tao phiic dé hdi hudng cho ngudi chét duoc vang sinh
vé ¢6i gi6i an lanh. L& tang duoc tién hanh trong khong khi trang nghiém
dam mau sdc Phat gido, véi mot s6 trinh tu nhu sau:

Khi c¢6 ngudi hap hdi, gia dinh moi Achar Yuki (nguoi huéng dan 18
tang) vé nha doc cdc bo kinh Apithom, Kavoda, Smottho vé cudc doi va
canh kho, phai cd gang tu tap, dimg tham luyén canh tran... dé nguoi hap
héi 6 thé ra di thanh than, yén tim nuong tya Tam Béao. Tuc moi chu
tang vé doc kinh ¢ gdc tich tir Phat thoai khi Dirc Phat con tai thé’.

Khi nguoi than qua doi, gia dinh moi Achar dén t6 chirc 18 tang. L&
vat gdm c6 binh nuéc (twong trung cho doi ngudi chim ndi), bén ciy nén
(twong trung cho Tu dai: dét, nudce, lira, giod), bon doan cay chudi dé cim
hoa, ddt mot nai chudi xanh ciing véi ba 14 trdu xuyén qua ba cdy huong
1én trén than nguoi qué cd,... Nhirng 18 vat nay xuat phét tir cdu chuyén
nha Phat ké vé mot ngudi tho sin sau khi chét bi cdc loai thi tra thii, may
nhd con 6ng 12 mdt vi samdn ding ciy huwong ghim vao 14 trau xanh dat
trén nguc va khuyén ong chi huéng vé Pirc Phat. Ong 1am theo va khong
bi loai thi quay nhiéu nita.

Vao budi ti, thin nhan ngudi qua cd moi su ting vé nha dé 18 bai
Tam Bio, tho tri ngil giéi. Moi ngudi ngdi nghe nha su thuyét phap vé sy
luan hoi, vo thudng cua kiép ngudi. Sau d6, nha su va gia dinh ciing tung
kinh cdu siéu cho ngudi mat.

Tir xa xua, theo phong tuc, ngudi Khmer xir 1y ngudi chét bang cich
dem di bo & mot khu rung xa nha hodc tha tr6i song. Khi Phat gido tham
nhap, nguoi qua ¢ hau nhu dugc hoa ting roi mang giri xwong cdt vio
chiia. Tuc 1 d6 dugc Iuu truyén cho dén nay. Vi thé, ngudi Khmer c6 cau
“song giri ctia, chét giri xuong” vao chiia.

Hién nay, hau hét nghi 1& vong doi, tho cing than linh, thdm chi mot s6
18 hoi thuan tdy Phat gido, ngoai su hién dién cua su ting, ngudi Khmer
déu thinh moi cdc vi Achar dén ciing than, 1am phép, trir ta. Nhicu 18 tyc d6
von xudt phét tir hinh thirc thd cing c6 xua cua Ba La Mén gido. Tinh
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dung hop ton gido, sy khoan dung véi Ba La Mon gido da ndi 1én vai tro
quan trong cua Phat gido trong doi séng cong dong ngudi Khmer. Sy tiép
bién va anh hudng cia Phat gido trong hé thong ton gido, 1& tuc nguoi
Khmer 1a nét dep trong tdm thirc bao doi nay cia toc ngudi nay./.

CHU THICH:

1

Pay Ia tuc th d4 cua cu din nguyén thiy ¢ nhidu nrdc Pong Nam A va Nam
Do, trong d6 c6 ngudi Khmer. Nguoi Khmer quan niém, d4 1a cot ndi troi dat,
con ding 1am biia yém huyét tim huéng va trung tim & mdi ngdi chiia.

Phan Thi Yén Tuyét (1987), Nguoi Khmer Cizu Long, S& Vin héa Thong tin tinh
Cuu Long: 67.

Thin thoai Thomabal va Kabil Maha Prum c6 ndi dung tém lugc nhu sau:
Hoang tir Thomabal théng minh da thing dwoc thin Kabil Maha Prum trong mot
cudc d4u tri. Thua cude, thin Kabil Maha Prum da tu chit diu sau khi can din
bay nguoi con gdi dé diu minh 1én mét chiée khay bang vang, dit tai hang thily
tinh Thamaminly trén nii Cailas trong diy Hy Ma Lap Son. Tir d6 vé sau, ding
vao ngdy than tu sat, bay nguoi con gai xudng nii, vao hang thuy tinh, luan
phién nhau mdi nim mot co, rudc diu cha di ba vong quanh ngon Meru, mot
ngon nii rat ndi tiéng trong than thoai ctia An §. Theo tinh than cua than thoai,
vao ngay ddu nim méi, ngudi Khmer rudc quyén Dai lich (Maha Sangkran) di
quanh chinh dién ba lin. Xem Huynh Ngoc Trang, Vin Xuén Chi, Hoang Tic,
Pang Vi Thi Thao, Phan Thi Yén Tuyét (1987), Nguwoi Khmer tinh Ciu Long,
S¢ Vén héa Thong tin Ctiru Long: 95.

Phan Thi Yén Tuyét (1988), “Moétip Riahu & chiia Khmer ddng bang séng Ctru
Long”, trong Tim hiéu vén van héa dan téc Khmer Nam Bg, Nxb. Téng hop Hau
Giang: 198.

Tap chi Van héa Ngh¢ thuét (1997), Van héa nghé thudt Nam Bg, Nxb. Van héa
Thong tin: 193.

Mot sb ¥ kién cho ring, Garuda dai dién cho cdi thién dé chdng lai cdi 4c, trimg
tri ké 4c, chuyén gitp d& nguoi gap hoan nan, khé khan.

Truyén tich néi vé& 500 vi dé tir cia Puc Phat do 1am viée 4c, nén sau khi chét
déu thai 1am 500 con doi ciing sdng trong hang ndi. Mot hom c6 vi dé tir cta
Pirc Phat doc Kinh Apithom, 500 con doi ciing cham chd lang nghe, khong hay
qua ndi sap va lam chét tit ca. Nhung nho sy tham nhép 10i kinh, nén ho dugc
phiic bdu va dau thai 1am nguoi.
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Abstract

AN OUTLINE ON THE ACCEPTANCE AND THE CHANGE,
AND THE INFLUENCE OF THERAVADA BUDDHISM
TOWARD THE KHMER’S RELIGION AND TRADITIONAL
RITUAL IN THE SOUTH VIETNAM

The Khmer is one of 54 people in Vietnam, then in the South for a
long time and there are specially cultural characteristics. The life of the
major Khmer has associated with Theravada Buddhism. This does not
mean, however, that religion and the tradition ritual of the Khmer in
Southern Vietnam derives from Theravada Buddhism but of which many
existed before the arrival and the spread of Buddhism. In the
development, Theravada Buddhism has not boycotted other religions and
the traditional ritual but accepted and changed suitably, which was
creating the aspect of religious culture and the special ritual of the Khmer
in Southern Vietnam.

Keywords: Theravada Buddhism, the Khmer, traditional religion,
traditional ritual, Southern Vietnam.



