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NGUYEN KHAC CANH"

YEU TO VAN HOA PHAT GIAO
TRONG CO CHE QUAN LY XA HQI TRUYEN THONG
PHUM SOC CUA NGUOI KHMER O NAM BO

Tém tit: Nguoi Khmer da sinh tu lau doi trén ving ddt Nam Bg.
Von la cu dan nong nghiép liia nude, dé thich img véi nén kinh té
tiéu nong, nguoi Khmer da tdp hop thanh nhitng don vi cu trii va té
chike thanh nhitmg don vi xd@ hoi tw quan truyén thong véi hai thiét
ché xa héi la phum va séc. Trong dieu kién séng biét lagp mot thoi
gian dai, khi sw phdn héa giai cdp dién ra chwa sdu sdc, tinh cong
dong ciia nhitng nguoi cing sé phdn dwoc dé cao, tinh dan chii va
binh dding giita cdc thanh vién trong phum séc dwgc coi trong, vi viy
bé mdy quan 1y phum séc diege 16 chike trén co sé tw quan véi nhiéu
yéu 16 dan chii cong xa. Thém nita, khi dén tu cw & Nam B, nguoi
Khmer da mang theo Phdt gido Nam tong, thinh hanh tir thé ky XIII.
Tai noi nay, Phdt gido Nam tong vira ddp vmg nhu cau tam linh ciia
nhén dan, vira 1o chdt men c6 két moi thanh vién trong cong dong.
Yéu 16 van héa téc nguoi ciia cw dan néng nghiép liia nudée dwoc két
hop véi yéu 16 van héa Phdt gido, khéng chi anh hwéng sdu dam vao
sinh hoat vén héa, ma con ghi ddu dn ré nét trong b mdy t quan
truyén théng, tao nén mét ddc tinh xa hoi rat riéng cua vung nong
thon Khmer o Nam B9, mac du co sy bién thién trong lich su, nhung
van cé anh huong to lén cho dén hién nay.

Tir khéa: Vin héa Phdt gido, co ché quan Iy xa hdi truyén thong
phum soc, nguoi Khmer, Nam Bg.

Phat gido Nam tong dit chi du nhap vao thé ky XIII', nhung da chi
phéi sau sic doi séng ctua ngudi Khmer & Nam Bo. Moi nguoi Khmer, di
tu & chuia hay tai nha, déu ty coi minh 12 Phat tir. Phat gido dugc nguoi
Khmer & Nam B sing kinh va bao vé khong chi vi su hap din cua gido
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Minh.



54 Nghién cltu Ton gido. S6°5 - 2014

ly dem lai loi ich thiét thyc trong doi séng, ma con 12 nhirng hanh dong
tén gido luu truyén qua céc thé hé cuia nguoi Khmer thanh nép séng, quy
cdch ng xir ma moi thanh vién ctia phum séc mac nhién phai tuan theo.
Khi con tai gia, ngudi con trai voi bén phan 1am con phai vang 16i cha
me. Nhung sau L& Quy y mic vio tdm ca sa, ho trd thanh vi su va ngay
lap trc vi tri xa hoi cia ho dugc thay ddi. B6 me gap con lic nay phai
quy lay suing kinh, vi d6 1a mét trong Tam bao (Phét - Phap - Tang).

O chia, su sii Khmer dugc nhan dan kinh trong khong phai don thuan
vi uy quyén ton gido, ma giira ho va nhan din c6 sy gin bé mat thiét hon
nhiéu. Trong xa hoi néng thon Khmer, tang 16p su sdi ¢6 vi tri rat dic
biét. Ho dugc coi 1a nhitng bac thic gid va la niém tu hao cua phum séc.
Loi cua ho 1a 161 day cua Duc Phat, dugc moi ngudi quy trong va tu giic
tudn thi. Vi vdy, trong xa hoi truyén théng cua ngudi Khmer & Nam B,
tang 16p su sdi 1a nguoi ndm thyc quyén diéu hanh xa hoi, mic dir trén
danh nghia, ho khong phai tryc tiép quan 1y ma thong qua Ban Quan tr
chtia. Su sai Khmer khong xa ldnh hoan toan véi thé su. Ho vira cham lo
doi song tAm linh ctia Phat tir, vira gitip d& Phat tir trong cudc séng hang
ngay. Khi ¢é sy xich mich, kién tung x4y ra gitta cic gia dinh, su sai
dung ra phan xir, hoa giai. Nguoi bénh tat hay gip hoan nan déu tim dén
su sii dé dugc an i va trao doi y kién. Pdm cudi, ddm ma ciia ngudi
Khmer dugc su sii tung kinh chic phiic, chia budn. Vi triét 1y séng lam
phiic, ho da dén voi dan chiing khi gip hoan nan, khé khin ma khong can
bat ctr diéu kién nao. Mit khac, ho con 1a thay gido day chit, day dao 1y
lam nguoi cang lam tang thém long kinh trong, tin yéu cua dan ching.

Theo Phiat gido Nam téng, nhitng nguoi ly gia cit 4i, thot khoi moi sy
rang budc clia cudc sdng tran tuc dé tu hanh méi c6 thé giai thodt. Vi thé,
d6i voi tin @ Phat gido Nam tong Khmer, mot nhu cau khong thé thiéu
dugc trong sinh hoat ton gido 12 ngodi chila. Nhung khic véi nhidu tén
gido khac, Phat gido Nam tong Khmer dam nhan khong chi chirc nang
ton gido, ma con cic chlic nang van hda, gido duc. Vi vay, ngdi chua
Khmer dugc xay dung khong chi ddp ng nhu cau hoat dong t6n gido, ma
con 1a trung tAm sinh hoat van héa, gido duc cta cong dong phum séc?.
Trong quan niém cta ngudi Khmer, di tu khong phai dé thanh Phat, ma 1a
dé hoc 1am nguoi c¢6 dao duc, séng theo tinh than ctia nha Phat, rén luyén
theo Phat phdp nhu tho gidi, bd thi va tung niém. Trong sich day 1am
ngudi cua ddng bao Khmer ¢ ciu: “Ri neak minh ban budt tuk, chia tok
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knong sao so mai” (Ngudi khong duge tu trong chila 13 ngudi ¢6 nhidu
t6i 15i trong cudc séng). Vi vy, ngdi chiia tré thanh trung tim gido duc
danh cho con em cta phum séc. Trudce kia, ngoai ngdi chiia, ddng bao
Khmer & Nam B6 khong c¢6 hé théng truong hoc nao khic. Mdi ngdi
chtia thuong c6 mot hodc vai ba su sdi chuyén day chit cho con em dan
chiing trong phum séc.

La cu dan nong nghiép lia nudc, hing nam, ngudi Khmer ¢6 nhiéu 18
hoi gan véi céc hinh thirc sinh hoat vin héa cong dong. Trong mdi dip 18
hoi, bén canh phan 1& 12 nhitng hinh thirc vui choi, giai trf, biéu dién van
nghé ctia quan ching, tit ca dugc to chirc & khudn vién ngdi chiia. Chiia
con 1a hé thong thiét ché vin héa ctia cong ddng. Ngdi chita 14 noi tang
trit cdc bo sdch c6 va sdch Phat, 1a bao tang my thuat va lich str, noi duy
nhit trung bay cdc tdc phdm my thuat cua nghé nhan Khmer, 12 truong
hoc chit, 1a noi sinh hoat van héa, vin nghé ctia cong déng... Pac biét,
Phit gido Nam tdng v6i sy hién hitu ctia ngdi chila trong mdi séc con 1a
mdt thanh tri bao vé, che chd ngudi Khmer trude nhitng bién dong cua
thoi cudc va lich sir. Trude sy xam nhép va tadc dong 16n lao tir bén ngoai,
ngudi Khmer chi dga vao Phét gido, co cum vao ng6i chuia dé tu bao vé
minh. Ngbi chiia nhu mét thanh tri ¢é ngudi Khmer chdng lai su o ép tir
bén ngoai va giir gin nhitng gi von c6 cua dan toc. Nhiéu yéu t vin héa
Khmer dugc cét gitr va nudi dudng tai ngdi chiia. Khi thiét ché quan 1y
nha nudc vuon téi cic phum séc, thi by mdy tu quan phum séc truyén
thong da rit lui vao ngodi chia. O ddy, vé6i chirc ning ciia Ban Quén tri
chiia, n6 lai tiép tuc thuc hién vai trd quan ly va diéu hanh doi song xa
hoi clia cong dong phum séc.

Ngudi Khmer & Nam B vira 12 thanh vién cua séc vira 1a tin do cua
Phat gido Nam tong. Bén canh su quan ly cia bd mdy tu quan phum séc,
ho con chiu sy quan 1y ctia hé théng t6 chirc nha chiia. Hé théng t chirc
Phat gido Nam tong Khmer c6 tir trung wong dén dia phuong, cao nhat 1a
cip trung uong, & cp tinh c6 Salakon (Hoi dong Su sai), & cip huyén c6
Anakon, timg khu vyuc nhiéu sur c6 Upechia. Dy 1a hé thng to chic gido
hoi theo nganh doc, it lién quan t6i tin d6 ciia phum séc. Riéng bd mdy
Phit gidgo Nam tong Khmer trong séc khong chi thuan tdy trén linh virc ton
gido, ma con dam dwong ca nhimg van dé vin héa, gido duc, xa hdi khac.

bung dau mdi ngoi chua la Su Ca (Luc Krou). Su Ca 1a nguoi try tri
ngdi chita, lanh dao tén gido cao nhét cia mot hodc vai séc; thudng 1a
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ngudi cao tudi qua nhiéu 16p dao tao, am hiéu gido 1y, thudc kinh ké, gioi
chit Phan va hiéu biét sdu sic van héa truyén thong cta ngudi Khmer,
tinh nguyén tron doi tu hanh. Trudc day, ho con dugc tu hoc ¢ cac truong
Phat hoc tai Campuchia hodc Thai Lan c6 béng cfip han hoi vé tru tri cac
chiia. Ho 13 ngudi rit c6 uy tin, c6 vi thé ddc biét hon ca Mé Séc (nguoi
dung dau séc), duge dan trong séc hét muc kinh trong. Trong tim thirc
cua nguoi Khmer, Su Ca dugc coi la nguoi dai dién cho Dirc Phét, nén
nhiing 161 gido huén cua ho dugc nhan dan ton trong va thyc thi mot cach
nghiém tdc. Nhitng cudc tranh chip, bat hoa giira cdc gia dinh Khmer
trong séc déu duge Su Ca va su sdi dung ra giai quyét ém dep. Trong
khong gian trAm mdc, ton nghiém cia ngdi chia, nguoi Khmer dén day
v6i long sung kinh, nén tao khong khi thuan 1gi cho viéc hoa giai. Mat
khdc, Su Ca thuong van dung gido 1y Phat gido vé long vi tha, thuong
ngudi, sdng can lam phic dé cudc doi mai sau tét dep, nén thuong dé
dang thuyét phuc duoc céc bén tranh chap.

Ngoai Su Ca, trong chua con ¢6 mdt hoac hai Sw Phé. Ho 1a nguoi
gitp viéc cho Su Ca, chiu trach nhiém coi s6c moi viéc trong chua va
viéc ngoai doi lién quan dén chita, duy tri ky luat va tu hanh trong chia.

Gidi chirc thir ba trong chiia 1a cdc Ty kheo, thudng tir 20 tudi tré 1én,
¢6 nhiéu nhiém vu nhu giang kinh, 1am 18 riéng cho céc gia dinh, c4 nhan
¢ trong chuia hay ngoai chua.

Cubi ciing 12 tAng 16p Sa di, thuong tir 10 tudi trd 1én, dwoc cha me
cho vao chua tu hoc, phuc vu su sii, quét don chua, lau chti tugng. Céac
Sa di tu dén nam 20 tudi thi tiy timg nguoi, tiép tuc ¢ lai tu sang bac Ty
kheo hodc hoan tuc lam an binh thuong.

Trong mdi chiia, cling véi Su Ca, Su Phé va cdc su sdi chuyén lo viéc
ton gido, con cd t6 chire cua tin @b 12 Ban Quan tri chiia (Knd k6 ma ca
wat). Chirc nang cia Ban Quan tri chiia 1a diéu phdi mdi quan hé giita
nha chuia véi cic thanh vién cua séc. Ban Quan tri chua thudong c6 9 - 10
nguoi, trong d6 vi chi chiia (Nhom Wat) thuong la ngudi khé gid & dia
phuong, bubi dau thanh Iap séc, nhiing ngudi dau tién ding ra 1ap chia
déu tré thanh Nhém Wat; thay phu trach nghi 1& (Acha Wat) va mot s6 vi
khac phu trach vé tai chinh, Phat su. Ho 1a nhitng nguoi sing dao, biét
cach t6 chirc cdc nghi 18, dong thoi am hiéu phong tuc tip quan ctia ngudi
Khmer. Phat gido Nam tong Khmer thong qua Ban Quan tri chiia dé gitip
quan 1y phum séc. Ban Quan trj chita, sau khi hoi ¥ kién va ban bac véi
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Su Ca, Su Phé, thay mit nha chiia dimg ra quyét dinh va giai quyét moi
viéc li€n quan t6i hoat dong ton gido. Ho 1a ngudi hoach dinh chuwong
trinh va dung ra t6 chic céc budi 18, dinh dia to cho chia, giai quyét
nhitng van dé Phat su nhu sira sang, tring tu, tim kiém nhirng ngin khoan
chi ti€u cho nha chua.

Trong cic s6c Khmer & Nam B¢ con t6n tai mot to chuc tin dd Phat tir
khdc goi 1a cdc wel hay wiél. Wel 1a tip hop mot s6 lwong gia dinh tin dd
nhét dinh, phan theo khu vyc dia Iy va nguyén vong (gidng nhu cic td,
doi trong cdc hop tic xd ndéng nghiép cua ngudi Viét), dé thuc hanh
nhitng coéng viéc nha chiia. Mdi chiia tity theo quy mé sé lwong dan séc
d6ng hay it ma c6 nhiéu hay it wel. Thi du, xa Hiéu Ttr, huyén Tiéu Cén,
tinh Tra Vinh: chiia O Dung c6 13 wel, chua Tan Dai c¢6 6 wel, chuia 0)
Chao c6 7 wel. Ngoai khu vuc dia 1y va nguyén vong, cich phan chia &
day con chi y toi kha ning giau ngheo cua céc gia dinh Phat tir, dé khong
tap trung nhiéu gia dinh giau c6 vao mot wel va ngugc lai. Ding dau moi
wel c6 mot MEé Wel 1a nguodi gidp viéc cho Ban Quan tri chuia (trong
nhiéu truong hop la thanh vién Ban Quan tri chua). Mé Wel 1a ngudi c6
dao dirc, trung thyc, thiang than, hiéu biét kinh sich Phat gido va & nhiing
gia dinh c6 uy tin, dugc dan trong wel binh chon va dugc Ban Quan tri
chiia d¢ nghi v6i Su Ca coéng nhan. Nhu vdy, wel 1a don vi tin d6 thudc
mot chiia nhét dinh, dugc td chirc nham:

- Su phan chia cdc wel dé nha chiia t6 chirc viéc quyén gbp, nhan com
nude hing ngay cua séc cing dudng. Vao mdt ngdy nhit dinh trong
thang, céc séc trong wel tir sang sém chudn bi com, thirc dn dé dang cing
cho chiia. Chiia s& cir mot s6 su (Ty kheo) ciing vdi tré em gitp viéc
mang theo dd dung dén ting nha trong wel nhian com nudc va thirc dn
mang vé chiia cho su sii ding truée 12h00. Mdi ngdy, chiia chi di nhan
com & 1 wel, cr 1an lugt nhu vay cho téi khi gidp vong tro lai. Céc wel
cling 1a don vi thyc hién trach nhi€ém va nghia vu cong viéc nha chua.
M&i khi ¢é viéce tu sira, xay dung chtia hay td chire céc Phat su khac, Ban
Quan trj chila, sau khi théng nhét v6i Su Ca, Su Phé thi phan bo cong
viéc va su déng gop vé cdc wel. Mé Wel c6 nhiém vu phd bién, tuyén
truyén, dong vién, khuyén khich cdc wel tham gia déng gép cong sirc hay
cing duong cho nha chua.

- Wel la don vi thuc hién cdc viéc cong ich xa hoi chung cua phum
soc, theo sy phan bd cia Ban Quan tri séc, nhu tham gia v¢ sinh, lam
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duong s4, lao dong cong ich trong séc hay tham gia déng gbp trong cac
dip 18 tiét truyén thong va Phat gido. Trén thuc té, wel 1a khau ndi gitra
chiia va séc, gép phan vao cong viéc chung cia séc.

- Wel 1a to chirc Phat tir nhung ciing 12 t& chirc co ban cua xa hoi
Khmer & Nam B9. Cac gia dinh trong wel c6 y thirc cong dong trong viéc
chia sé kho khan va gidp d& nhau khi hoan nan. Moi gia sy, nhitng ngudi
cung wel dén gép vui hay chia sé budn dau.

T khi nha Nguyén vuon téi quan ly ving Nam B9, mot bo mdy quan
ly hanh chinh cta chinh quyén phong kién dugc hinh thanh & ving
Khmer bao triim 1én b mdy tu quan truyén théng & cdc phum séc, lam
cho bo méy tu quan ciia phum sé¢ dan bj mét di. Céc mé séc bi thay thé
béi cdc huong ca, hwong chu, hwong thon 1a chirc sic cua chinh quyén
lang xi phong kién theo md hinh lang Viét. Bé duy tri va bao vé co cu
xa hoi truyén thong truéc chinh sich dong héa ciia nha Nguyén va thuc
dan Phap sau nay, nguoi Khmer da bam tru trén cdc phum séc xung
quanh ngdi chiia, dya vao hé thong quan 1y nha chiia dé giai quyét cong
viéc trong cong dong. Phat gido tro thanh chd dwa chdng lai sy dong héa
ctia chinh quyén phong kién va thuc dan. Bo mdy quan 1y nha chia duoc
néi rong, ngoai chirc nang thuan tdy tén gido con dam nhéan chiic ning to
chirc va quan ly xa hoi. Ban Quan tri chua va cac wel véi tu cach 1a don
vi td chtrc cua tin dd duoc cung 6, vira cham lo Phat sy vira cham lo tat
ca sinh hoat van héa - xa hoi khac. Ngbi chua tr¢ thanh trung tdm sinh
hoat van héa - xa hoi, duy tri sy tdn tai va phat trién cta cdng déng
Khmer truée chinh sich dong héa cua nha Nguyén va cdc ché do thuc
dan sau d6.

Mic dit by mdy quan 1y ciia chinh quyén phong kién, thyc dan dugc
xdc 1ap va c6 anh huong rat 16n, thay thé mot sb chirc nang ciia bo may tur
quan trude kia, nhung do strc song trong xa hoi Khmer cé truyén, nhiéu
mit cua chire niang d6i ndi cua bd méy tu quan dwoc chuyén sang bd may
quan 1y nha chiia. Bo mdy quan 1y ndy, tuy vé danh nghia khong dugc
nha nuéc cong nhan, nhung trén thyc té lai déng vai trd cuc ky quan
trong trong viéc quan ly cong dong. Mit khdc, khi vai trd nha nudc cang
ngdy cang can cé sy anh huéng siu rong dén cu dan thi chinh quyén
phong kién, thuc dan cling mudn sir dung su sdi c6 uy tin phuc vu cho
muc dich chinh tri cia chinh quyén. Vi thé, stic song ciia b mdy quan 1y
nha chila van duy tri phat trién cho tdi tin ngay nay.
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Tém lai, vé& mit gido 1y, su sa Khmer chi chim lo tu hanh tho phung va
phuc vu doi séng tim linh cho nhan dan trong séc, khong tham dy vao viée
thé tuc. Nhung thyuc té viing nong thon Khmer & Nam B cho thay, su sii
¢6 nhitng déng gop tich cuc trong viéc quan ly cong dong phum séc. C6
thé néi, to chrc xa hoi truyén thong ciia ngudi Khmer & Nam Bo ¢6 sy dan
xen giita thiét ché xa hoi tu quan truyén thong véi ton gido. Mdi quan hé
giita hai yéu t6 nay da duy tri sy 6n dinh va tao cho phum séc Khmer mot
dién mao riéng biét véi lang xa nguoi Viét. Trong co ché két hop d6, nguoi
Khmer cam thdy d& chiu, binh yén va 1a chii nhan ciia phum séc. Ho ¢4 ¥
thirc trach nhiém ty gidc rit cao trong viéc bao vé, xiy dung phum séc ctia
minh va luén vinh dy 1a mdt thanh vién cua cOng déng phum séc. Pac biét,
khi thiét ché quan 1y nha nuéc vuon téi cdc phum séc Khmer, thi bo mdy
t quan truyén thong d rit lui vao chiia. Chinh & ddy, v6i chirc ning cia
Ban Quan trj chita, né lai tiép tuc thuc hién vai trd quan 1y va diéu hanh doi
song xa hoi ctia cong ddng phum séc./.

CHU THICH:

1 Nguyén Van Tiép (1993), “Qua trinh du nhdp va anh huong cta Phat gido Tiéu
thira dén sinh hoat t6n gido, vin héa - xa hoi ctua ngudi Khmer & Pong bing
song Cuu Long”, Thong bdo Khoa hoc, Truong Dai hoc Su pham Vinh: 37.

2 Nguyén Khic Canh (1996), “Ngéi chiia: trung tim gido duc va sinh hoat vin héa
- X hoi ctia phum séc Khmer Ddng bang song Ciru Long”, Tép san Khoa hoc A,
Trueong Pai hoc Tong hop Thanh phé Ho Chi Minh (Chuyén dé Khoa hoc Lich
sur), 56 1: 174,

TAI LIEU THAM KHAO

1. Phan An (1992), “Phum, séc Khmer trong co ché quan 1y xa hoi viing dan toc
Khmer Nam B¢”, trong Nhitng van dé xa hoi o Mién Nam, Nxb. Khoa hoc xa
hoi, Ha Noi.

2. Phan An (1995), “Co ché quan Iy xd hoi truyén théng phum, séc ciia ngudoi
Khmer Nam B6”, trong Lang xd ¢ Chdu A va ¢ Viét Nam, Nxb. Thanh phd H)
Chi Minh.

3. Nguyén Khéc Canh (1996), “Ngbi chita: trung tim gido duc va sinh hoat vin héa
- x4 hoi cta phum, séc Khmer Ddng bing song Ciru Long”, Tdp san Khoa hoc A,
Tm'a‘ng Dai hoc Téng hop Thanh phé Hé Chi Minh ( Chuyén dé Khoa hoc Lich
sir), sO 1.

4. Nguyén Khic Canh (1997), Cdc logi hinh céng xd cia nguwoi Khmer ¢ Pong
bcing song Cuu Long, Luan an tién si, Trudng Pai hoc Khoa hoc X3 héi va Nhan
vin, Pai hoc Quéc gia Thanh phd Hb Chi Minh.

5. Nguyén Khéc Canh (1998), Phum, séc ciia nguoi Khmer ¢ Dong bang song Ciiu
Long, Nxb. Gido duc, Ha N§i.

6. Mac Pudng (1981), “Van dé dan cu va dan toc & Dong bang song Ciru Long trong
thoi 6 dai.”, Dan téc hoc, sb 4.

59



60 Nghién clfu T6n gido. S6'5 - 2014

7. Mac Puong (1982), “Qud trinh phat trién dan cu va dén toc & Dong bing song
Ciru Long tir thé ky XV dén thé ky XIX”, Nghién cieu Lich sir, s6 3.

8. Mac Puong (1982), “Véan @ dan cu va dan toc & Pdng bing song Ctru Long
vao nhitng nam dau thé ky XX, Nghién ciru Lich sit, sb 4.

9. Pang Thi Kim Oanh (2007), Hén nhan va gia dinh ciia nguwoi Khmer ¢ Dong
bcing song Cuu Long, Luan an tién si, Trudng Pai hoc Khoa hoc X3 héi va Nhan
vin, Pai hoc Quéc gia Thanh phé Hb Chi Minh.

10. Nguyén Van Tiép (1993), “Qué trinh du nhdp va anh huong cta Phat gido Tiéu
thira dén sinh hoat ton gido, van héa - xa hoi clia nguoi Khmer & Pdng bang song
Cuu Long”, Thong bdo Khoa hoc, Trudng Pai hoc Su pham Vinh.

Abstract

THE FACTORS OF BUDDHIST CULTURE IN THE
MANAGEMENT INSTITUTION OF THE KHMER’S
TRADITIONAL SOCIETY IN SOUTHERN VIETNAM

The Khmer has lived for a long time in southern Vietnam. Being
residents of agriculture, to adapt to the agricultural economy in small
scale, the Khmer incorporated as the residential units and established two
self-governing institutions called as “phum” and “séc”. For living in
isolated places for a long time, differentiating between classes not
profoundly, the spirit of the community heightened, and democracy and
equality among members in “phum” and “s6c” respected, the
management of “phum” and “séc” was held on the basis of self-
governing with many elements of the democratic commune. In addition,
when living in southern Vietnam, the Khmer brought Theravada,
prevailing from the 13" century, along with them. There, Theravada has
just satisfied people's spiritual needs, just as the factor consolidated every
member. Cultural factors of rural residents combined with elements of
Buddhist culture not only influenced on cultural activities, but also
stamped in the traditional self-government, all of which created social
characteristics of the Khmer in the countryside of southern Vietnam.
Though the variations of history, these characteristics still have
influences at present.

Key words: Buddhist culture, the governing institution of traditional
society, the Khmer people, southern Vietnam.
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