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HINH TUQNG CHAN
TRONG NGHE THUAT PIEU KHAC CAC NGOI CHUA
PHAT GIAO NAM TONG KHMER O NAM BQ

Tém tit: Tai Viét Nam, nguoi Khmer chii yéu sinh song & khu vie
Nam B§. Vin héa nguoi Khmer & Nam B¢ két hop hai hoa giita
van héa truyén thong, van héa Ba La Mon gido va van héa Phdt
gido Nam téng. Ddu dan Ba La Mén gido mdc dit la tan dir so voi
Phdt gido, nhung van thé hién khd ddm nét trong nghé thudt diéu
khdc cdc ngoi chiia, nghé thudt dién xuong sin khdu, van hoc, tho
ciing, tdp tuc ciia nguwoi Khmer ¢ Nam Bo. Mot trong sé cdc hinh
twong cia van héa Ba La Moén gido trong doi song van héa nguoi
Khmer ¢ Nam B¢ la hinh tuong Chan. Day la mot hinh tuong doc
ddo va ddc sdc trong nén van héa nguoi Khmer & Nam Bé mang
nhiéu y nghia biéu trung. Trong vin hoc nghé thudt, Chan xudt
hién nhw biéu twong cia cdi xdu dc gdy ra dau kho cho nhiéu
ngueoi. Nguwoc lai, trong doi song tén gido cia nguwoi Khmer ciing
nhue trong nghé thudt diéu khdc chiia Khmer, Chan xudt hién nhi vi
than béo vé nguoi dan, bdo vé chua.

Tir khéa: Hinh twong Chan, chiia Khmer, Phdt gido Nam tong
Khmer, Nam Bo.

1. Nguén géc hinh twong Chin trong vin héa ngwoi Khmer

Hinh twong Chin (Yeak hay Yak) trong vin héa nguoi Khmer duge
thé hién dudi dang mot nguoi khong 16 véi khuon mat rat dir ton: mét 16i,
may xéch, miéng rong, miii to, hai ring nanh dai nhon; than mic gidp try,
dau doi mii nhon, tay cAm gy, hai chan hoi khuynh ra. C6 thé goi hinh
tvong Chan 13 nghé thuét ton gido. Edmund Leach néi: “Hinh twong c6
chu dich dé cho con nguoi co thé cam nhan. Hinh tugng dugc tao ra vi
dam dong nhirng ngudi ngudng md, va nd s€¢ dugc ho cdm nhén mot cach
hét strc binh thuong. Ngudi nghé si so khai 1am viéc vi ddm ngudi chiém

" Pai hoc Mo Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh.
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ngudng hop lai tir cac thanh vién trong cong dong clia 6ng ta, cting thim
nhuan mét truyén thong hoang duong huyén hoic nhu chinh ong ta va
quen thudc véi cling mot mdi trudng cia yéu td vat chat va hoat dong
nghi 1. Vi thé, ngudi nghé si so khai c¢6 thé truyén dat mot cach vén tit
cdc biéu twong c6 ciing chung ¥ nghia cin ban va chung mirc d6 mo hd
d6i v6i ngudi nghé si ciing nhu v6i nhitg nguoi chiém ngudng™'.

Vé ngudn gbc ctiia Chan trong nén vin héa Khmer, dén nay gan nhu
khong con ghi chép nio do nhiing bién cb lich sir nhu chién tranh, loan
lac,... Tuy nhién, két hop gitra chimg ctr khao c¢6 hoc, cong trinh diéu
khic, cdc buc phil didu tai dén Angkor v6i nhimng vin ban con sét lai nhu
truyén thuyét, than thoai... c6 thé néi, ddy 1a tan du cua sirc lan toa manh
mé& vin héa An D6 ma chu dao 1a Ba La Mon gido. Dén khi Phat gido tré
nén phd bién trong doi sdng ngudi Khmer thi Ba La Mén gido tré thanh
tan du, Chan vi thé c¢6 sy bién ddi vé y nghia, trd thanh mot hinh tuong
bao v€ ngdi chua.

Tir nguyén Yeak hay Yak c6 thé bat ngudn tir nhitng yéu quy trong nén
vin héa An Pg. Ching ta tim thdy mot s6 hinh twong khd gan c6 thé 1a
khoi nguyén cua Yeak. Do hé théng Chian da dang va phiic tap, nén
chiing t6i tam thiét 1ap bang phan loai dé dé tham khao. V& tinh chat
chung, Chan duoc xem 12 hinh tuong cua mdt nhan vat xau xa, doc 4c.
Tuy nhién, trong hé thong Chan ciing ton tai xung dot ndi tam, tir d6 xuét
hién nhitng nhan vat Chan hién lanh, t&t bung.

Tén hinh tudng Tinh chat Pé cap trong Quan hé
Rakshasa MGt dang quy hodc ké an thit | Mahabharata
ngudi cd thé€ bién hoéa tr | Ramayana
dang nay sang dang khac.
Rakshasi Nhirng Rakshasa nir. Mahabharata
Ramayana
Ravana MOt Rakshasa 10 dau va 20 | Mahabharata
tay, vua cac Rakshasa, ké thu | Ramayana
cla Rama trong Ramayana,
vua thanh Lanka.
Vibhishana MGt Rakshasa t6t bung, hi€u | Mahabharata Em trai cua
thao, lién két véi Rama chdng | Ramayana Ravana
lai Ravana.
Kumbhakarna M6t Rakshasa ac doc. | Mahabharata Em trai cua
Kumbhakarna da bi hoang t&r | Ramayana Ravana
Rama va em trai Lakshmana
ha guc bang miii tén than.
Kubera MGt nguGi lun xdu xi, di dang. | Than thoai An D6 Anh trai cla
ThGi Vedic, Kubera la chu Ravana,
nhan cta nhitng con quy Kumbhakarna
song trong bong tdi, vua clia va Vibhishana.
cac  Yaksha. Ngay nay,
Kubera la mét trong tam vi
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than bao vé tai san cta Chua
Trgi va c@u gilp nguoi

nghéo.
Yaksha Thudc thé luc thién nhién, | Than thoai An DO,
(Yakkha) nhan tUr, tréng coi kho bau &n | Than thoai cta Jain

gidu trén Trai Dat va trong | gido, Phat thoai.
nhitng goc cdy. Than thoai
Jain gido va Phat giao mo ta
Yaksha la nguGi luGng tinh
cach: mot mat vo hai, nhung
mét mat lai la quy an thit
ngusi, tuong tu¢ nhu
Rakshasa. Gi6ng duc goi la
Yaksha. Giong cai goi la
Yakshi hay Yakshini.

Yakshini Bugc mb ta la ngudi dan ba | Than thoai
dep, mong to, eo nhd va | An DG,
nguc nd. Yakshi du nhap vao | Uddamareshvara

Viét Nam goi la La Sat. Tantra
Tantraraja Tantra
Asura Bi€u thi cho luc lugng ma | Than thoai An P&

quy. Thudc tinh t6t hay xdu | gido, Phdt thoai.
cla Asura tuy thubc vao cac
tdn gido. Theo An D6 gido,
Asura c6 tinh chat kiéu cang,
dit tgn, xau xi va ngu dot.
Theo Phat gido, Asura la mgt
trong Bat bd chung.

Nhin chung, quan niém vé Chan khd phd bién trong suy nghi cua
nguoi Khmer 1 dang quy doc 4c va x4u xa. Suy nghi nay c6 1& bit ngudn
tir Reamker, mot di ban cia st thi Ramayana & An D4. Sy anh hudng nay
khién hinh tuong Chan tré nén da dang trén cédc linh vuc van héa xa hoi
cua nguodi Khmer.

2. Hinh twong Chan trong nghé thuit diéu khic chia Khmer ¢
Nam B¢

Nghé thuat diéu khic cua ngudi Khmer ¢ Nam B thé hién tron ven
nhét, hoan thién nhat & cdc ngdi chiia, dic biét trong chinh dién. Ngoi chiia
1a noi sinh hoat tén gido cua ngudi Khmer trong khu vyc. Trong ngoi chua,
ching ta c6 thé tim thay tim hdn cua ngudi Khmer. D6 12 noi bao ton tinh
hoa vin héa cua tdc nguoi nay. Tim hiéu biéu tugng vin héa truyén thong
nguoi Khmer, khong noi nao c6 thé day du va sinh dong hon 13 nhitng ngodi
chiia Khmer. Hién nay, & Nam B§ c6 khoang trén 400 ng6i chiia Khmer.
D4y 12 nhitng kién triic rit phong phii cho viéc nghién ciru’.

Nghé thuét diéu khic ctia ngudi Khmer da dang vé dé tai, thé loai
cling nhu chit liéu. Hau hét diéu khic trong chiia Khmer thé hién d& tai
rut ra tir tich truyén Reamker, dién tich Ba La Mon gido va Phét thoai,
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v6i hai dang thirc 1a tugng tron va phit diéu. Tugng tron gom tugng Phat,
céc linh thd nhu Chan, chim Krut, phuong hoang, tién nt,... Phu diéu Ia
hoa vin trang tri & khung cira, dau hoi, cénh cira, mi ctra... Hinh tuong
Chén 12 mét md tip quan trong trong nghé thuit tao hinh cua nguoi
Khmer. Chan thudng dit truée cdng chiia hay xung quanh hang rao chinh
dién nhim bao vé ng6i chua. Trong cdc truyén c6 Khmer, dic biét trong
truong ca Reamker, Chan xuat hién nhu biéu twong cua cdi xau dc. Thé
nhung, trong ngh¢ thuét diéu khac ngudi Khmer, Chan lai dugc dit trong
chiia. Piéu nay cho thdy, Chan di duoc cai tao, phuc vu cho diéu thién,
diéu lanh, khudt phuc Puc Phat. Tinh thin khoan dung cta Phat gido
chfip nhan su tdn tai cua Ba La Mon gido nhu mot tan du. Pay 1a nét dac
trung cua Phat gido Nam tong Khmer va nghé thuat tao hinh trong chua
Khmer & Nam Bo.

Nhing nghé nhan Khmer & Nam Bo goi md tip Chan canh giit cong
chua 1a vi ho phap c6 tén Ayot Yeak. Duéi ban tay cia nghé nhéan tao
hinh, Chan c6 mau da khdc nhau, khuén mat khdc nhau, tu thé khdc
nhau... do iy miu tir mdt nhan vat Chin nao d6 trong Reamker.

Theo nghé nhan Tram Biru P (Séc Tring), Ream Eyso 12 thay trong
Hoang cung ctia Ayot Yeak Chamk’lonthué. Ayot Yeak Chamk’lonthué
duoc giao nhiém vy gilt ctra va rira chan cho nhiing vi than dén dién kién
Preah Eyso. Nhung bét ky ai ra vio Hoang cung déu di ngang qua Ayot
Yeak Chamk’lonthué va ludn g6 vao dau Chan nay khién téc chd d6
khong moc duge. Ayot Yeak Chamk'lonthué tré nén héi va rat buc doc,
lién xin thay Eyso cho mot phép thuét nao dé dé khong bi canh nay nita.
Eyso cho Yeak mot phép thuit vao diu ngén tay tro goi 1a “nhét dwong
chi”. Phép nay c6 thé khién ngudi khdc bay ving ra xa khi chi vao. Vi
thé, Ayot Yeak Chamk’lonthué da lam dung phép thuét va lam bién mat
nhitng ngudi ra vao Hoang cung, khién ca Eyso ciing lo lang biét minh
qué tay lién bo di. Mot 1an, em géi clia Preah Eyso 1a Preah Noré dén
choi khong thdy ngudi anh thi dodn biét c6 chuyén xay ra. Nang lién bay
muu du Ayot Yeak Chamk’lonthué miia theo minh bang nhiing dong tic
ubn tay vao trong ngudi. Ayot Yeak Chamk’lonthué khong biét d6 1a
muu ké ben 1am theo, thé 13 tw minh chi ngén tay vao ngudi va bj ving
dén chd nhitng nguoi da timg bi Yeak “nhat dwong chi”. Nhin thiy moi
nguoi, Chan ngac nhién va dua tay chi vao nguoi khic dé hoi “Ua, lai
gip & day?”. Thé 1a moi nguoi bi Yeak chi quay vé chd cii, con Ayot
Yeak Cham’lonthué bi giam lai.
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Trong phi€én ban Ramakian cua Thai Lan, Ayot Yeak cé tén la
Nonthok. Chan Nonthok 12 hién than ciia Chin Tosakan sau nay (theo
phién ban Reamker thi Tosakan 12 Krong Reap)®.

Phra Isuan (Phra Siva) cai quan ndi Krailart. Nonthok 12 Chan gic
céng, ¢6 nhiém vu rira chin cdc vi than khi dén yét kién Phra Isuan.
Nonthok ludn bi cédc vi than tréu choc, vudt mat, but téc... cho dén khi
dau cia Nonthok tré nén héi. Nonthok rit tirc gian va xin Phra Isuan cho
mdt phép thuat & ddu ngén tay va khi nao chi vao ai s& 1am mu mat ké d6.
Tir @6, Nonthok da 1am mi mét nhiéu vi thin dén gip Phra Isuan. Phra
Isuan sai Phra Narai (Vishnu) di khuat phuc Nonthok. Phra Narai bién
hinh thanh nang Absorn xinh dep va quyén rii Nonthok miia nhiing diéu
mua udn cong ngudi. Nonthok 1am theo va ty chi ngén tay vao chan minh
lam gdy chan. Nang Absorn bién tr¢ lai thanh Phra Narai va ha guc
Nonthok. Nonthok t4i sinh va trg thanh Chan Tosakan voi 10 khudn mit,
20 cdnh tay, cAm binh khi trén mdi tay, con trai ciia Thao Lastian va
Naang Ratchada, cai tri nuéc Lanka.

V& thé loai va vi tri, Chin dugc tao hinh & ca hai dang tugng tron va
phi diéu. Hai twong Chan to 16n thuong dit hai bén cong chiia Khmer.
Mot s6 khéc tao hinh Chan thanh hang rio xung quanh chiia, trén ctra s6
chinh dién... O day, hinh twong Chan mang y nghia 12 mot vi thin bao vé
ngoi chiia va Phat phép.

Vé kiéu déng, khi tao hinh theo quy tic trong cdc by mon nghé thuat
Khmer, nghé nhén luén chii trong vao khudn mat Chan. Chiing ta c6 thé
nhan biét mot sé diém co ban vé phép thuat va vai trd ctua Chan. Tuong
ty nhu viéc 1am mit na Chan trong san khAu R6bam, Chin duoc tao hinh
v6i hai dang: miéng hé va bam méi. Phép thudt ciia Chan ciing thé hién
qua mii d6i. Chan d6i mii nhiéu tang dau 12 nhirng Chan ddy phdp lyc.
Chan linh thi té¢c quén st da dau va khong doi mi.

Dic biét, hau hét chia Khmer khong tao hinh Chin nit (Yeak
Keyney). Chan nit chi duoc biét dén qua sin khau dién xudng.

Vé mau sic Chan & chiia Khmer khd da dang. Tuy ban tay sdng tao
ctia mdi nghé nhan, ma Chan thé hién nhing nét riéng in dau 4n cua nghé
nhan 4y. Mau cha dao cua Chéan duoc st dung 13 mau do, vang, xanh va
nhitng gam mau d4m nham 16t ta nét dit ton cta hinh twong nay.

Vé vi tri, Chan chii yéu dugc dit trudc cong chia, cong Sala, cong
thdp cbt, day hanh lang bao quanh khuén vién ngdi chiia hodc chinh dién.
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Mot s chiia 16n con diéu khic Chan trén diém méi chia, mi cia, trén
ghé thuyét phép cua su sii,...

Chan ctia nguoi Khmer ¢ Nam B chu yéu dya vao nguyén mau kién
triic tir Campuchia. Mot s6 nghé nhan Khmer & Nam B9 luu gitt vai mau
kién tric. Tuy nhién, nhiing tai liéu nay gan nhu bi that lac theo thoi gian.
Do d6, vé kiéu ddng va mau sic ctia Chan da bi bién thé nhiéu theo kha
ning sang tao cia mdi nghé nhan.

Hau hét cdc qudc gia theo Phat gido Nam tong déu c6 kién tric chiia
tuong ty nhau. Nhitng tich truyén cia Ba La Mén gido va truyén tién kiép
cua Puc Phat (Jataka) dugc dua vao ngdi chua nhim nhic nhé va khic
ghi ddu 4n Phat gido vao trong 1ong mdi Phat tir. Diéu déng tiéc 1a kién
tric ctia ngudi Khmer Campuchia da bi phd hity qua nhiéu sau nhiing
bién dong. O Campuchia, chiing t6i khong con bat gip nhimng kién tric
lién quan than thoai Ba La M6n gido va Phat thoai phd bién nhu cic nuéc
Thai Lan, Lao, Indonesia... Hinh twong Chén ciing chiu hé qua tuong tu,
chi con hién hitu trong ngh¢ thuat dién xuéng va trong tdm hon ngudi
Khmer Campuchia chir khong thé hién qua nghé thuat diéu khic mot
céch rdng rai nhu nhiing noi khéc.

3. Két luan

Hinh tugng Chan trong nghé thuat diéu khic cua nguoi Khmer ¢ Nam
B thé hién chu yéu tai ngdi chila. Ngdi chiia 12 noi bao tén nhiéu gid tri
van héa cia ngudi Khmer 6 Nam Bo. Néu nhur trén sin khau dién xudng,
Chan dai dién cho cac thé lyc phan di¢n, mang tinh chit ma thuat trong
mot khong gian bang bac tinh thdn Ba La Moén gido cd xua, thi trong
nghé thuat diéu khic, hinh twong nay lai mang dam tinh chat Phat gido.
Hinh anh Chan rit ra trong céc tdc phim ay 1 nhimg bai hoc dao dtc,
mang tinh nhan vin, gido duc nhin céch con nguoi, dua con ngudi dén
mot cudc séng hudng thién.

Tir viéc khao ta hinh twong Chan trong chiia Phat gido Nam tong
Khmer & Nam B0, ¢6 thé rit ra hai nhan dinh: Thir nhdt, cdi xau 4c ludn
day riy xung quanh cudc sdng con ngudi. Vi thé, néu biét cich cii héa
thi nguoi x4u s& thanh tét, séng c6 ich cho xa hoi. Ngay ca Chan xau 4c
dén vay ma con cai héa dugc dé phuc vu cho diéu thién thi dbi véi con
ngudi s& dé dang hon. Thir hai, hinh twong Chan khing dinh sirc manh,
su cam héa cdi xdu 4c cua Phat gido, cling nhu dé cao su nhén tir va
khoan dung cua ton gido nay./.
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Abstract

IMAGE OF “YAK” IN THE SCULPTURE IN THERAVADA
PAGODAS IN SOUTHERN VIETNAM

In Vietnam, the Khmer people lives mainly in southern Vietnam. The
Khmer’s culture harmonizes between traditional culture, Brahmanism
culture and Theravada culture. The stamp of Brahmanism, that are the
remnants compared with Buddhism, still expressed quite strong in sculptural
art in pagodas, the art of theatrical performances, literature, worship,
customs and habits of the Khmer people in southern Vietnam. One of the
cultural images of the Brahmin religion in the Khmer cultural life is “Yak”
image. This is a unique and special image carries symbolic significance. In
literature and art, “Yak” appears as a symbol of evil causing suffering for
people. In contrast, in the religious life as well as in the sculpture of the
Khmer pagoda, “Yak” appears as gods to protect the people and the pagoda.

Key words: “Yak” image, the Khmer Pagoda, Theravada, southern
Vietnam.
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