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QUA TRINH CHUYEN HOA THO CUNG ONG BON
CUA NGUOI HOA O NAM BQ

Tém tit: Trong qud trinh sinh song ¢ Viét Nam, cong dong nguoi
Hoa da boc 1o tinh da dang, sdng tao, linh hoat va cé su bién doi
khi dén dinh cw tai ving dat méi, dac biét la trong linh viec tin
nguong, da sé déu tho phung Quan Céng, Thién Hdu,... Nhung
ddac biét hon ca, tai mot $6 nwde nhue Thdi Lan, Campuchia va Viét
Nam thi hdu nhw ché nao ¢é ngwoi Hoa sinh song deu ¢é miéu tho
Ong Bon. Tin nguong Ong Bon da ddnh dau budce dau cia di dan
khi dén dinh cw tai ving ddat méi. Trong qud trinh phdt trién, tin
nguong Ong Bon ¢ Viét Nam da cé sw chuyén héa, di tir nhién than
sang nhan than va cudi cing la nhién than, dé ddp vmg cho cudc
song cua ngwoi Hoa trong béi canh cong nghiép héa ciia dat miede,
ddc biét la tai Thanh phé Ho Chi Minh. Tin ngudong Ong Bon da
g0p phan khdng dinh nguoi Hoa da xem noi nhdp cu va dinh cu la
qué hirong ctia minh va ciing chimg minh cho xu thé chuyén tir kiéu
dan Trung Hoa thanh cong dan Viét Nam.

T khoa: Ong Boén, tho Ong Bon, nguoi Hoa, Nam B¢.

1. Din nhap

Ngudi Hoa'! 12 mot trong 54 tdc ngudi ¢ Viét Nam c6 qué trinh nhap
cu va dinh cu khd sém; c6 nhiéu nhém phwong ngit nhu Phic Kién,
Quéang Pong, Triéu Chau, Hai Nam, v.v... Trong qua trinh sinh séng &
Viét Nam, ngudi Hoa c6 su bién ddi trong doi séng ton gido. Ton gido
cua nguoi Hoa 1a mdt trong cac tiéu chi dé xdc dinh ban sic vin héa tdc
nguoi. Vi vdy, nghién ctru tén gido, nhat 1a tho Ong Bon gép phan tim
hiéu qua trinh nhdp cu va dinh cu cta ngudi Hoa & Viét Nam, ciing nhu
bbi canh xa hoi Nam B thoi hoi nhap quéc té, cong nghiép héa va do thi
héa. Bai viét tap trung tim hiéu vi tri, vai trd va sy thay doi chirc ning
ctia Ong Bon trong cong ddng ngudi Hoa & Nam B9, nhét 1a & Thanh phd
Hb Chi Minh, trong giai doan hién nay.

*NCS., Hoc vién Khoa hoc xi hoi, Vién Han 14m Khoa hoc xa hdi Viét Nam.
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2. Tho Ong Bén ciia ngwoi Hoa tir huyén thoai dén hién thye

Tén gido c6 vai trd quan trong trong doi sng tinh than ngudi Hoa.
Nguoi Hoa quan ni¢m, moi vat déu c6 linh hon, nén ddi tugng tho cing
ctia ho c6 mit & Thuong gidi, Ha gidi va Am gidi. Mdi dbi tugng tho
cting ddp ing mot mit ndo d6 trong cude séng cua ngudi Hoa. Mot sb vi
than duoc tho cling ca trong gia dinh 13n tai co so tho ty cong dong nhur
Quan Théanh, Thién Hau, Ong Bon. Trén co s& quan niém thd cang nhiéu
phiic 1dc cang nhiéu, nguoi Hoa khong ngai da dang héa than linh thd
cling trong gia dinh, ciing nhu tai co s¢ tho tu cong dong.

Ngoai cdc vi thin mang theo tir c6 huong nhu Quan Thanh, Thién Hau,
thi Ong Bén duoc thd cing nhdm kinh ngudng vi than ban dia cai quan
viing dat méi gitip dd ngudi Hoa dén cu trid. Do vay, néi dén tho ciing dan
gian cta di dan nguoi Hoa & céc nude Pong Nam A, trong d6 ¢6 Viét Nam,
khong thé khong nhic dén thd Ong Bon. C6 nhiéu ¥ kién khdc nhau vé
than thé Ong Bon. Dudi ddy 12 mot s6 ¥ kién co ban vé vi than nay.

Ong Bon la than Thanh hoang: Ngudi Trung Hoa quan niém Thanh 1a
noi c¢6 nhiéu ngudi sinh sdng, xung quanh xay tudng kin; Hoang 1a céi
rinh dao xung quanh thanh khong c6 nuéc (cé nudc goi 1a Tri), nhim
tang cudng bao vé thanh. Nguoi Trung Hoa xua tin rang, thanh va hoang
c6 than linh bao vé, d6 1a than Thanh hoang. Vi than nay khong chi bao
vé thanh hoang/ thanh tri, ban phic cho nhan din trong ving (nén duoc
goi la B6n Dau Phic Than), ma con déng vai tro gidm sat moi hoat dong
ctia nguoi séng trong thanh, hang ndm c6 nhan xét cong toi, dinh thudng
phat dé tau 1én Thuong Dé.

O Trung Qudc, Thanh hoang bao vé cho cu dan db thi xuat hién vao
niam 555, thuoc Bic Té. Pén thoi nha Puong, mdi lan 1ap co ciu hanh
chinh méi, déu xdy dén thd Thanh hoang ¢ noi 4y. Qua thoi nha Tdng,
viéc cting té Thanh hoang dugc liét vao dién 18 thd phung. Sang dén thoi
Minh, thd ciing Thanh hoang dat dén dinh cao. Nhu vdy, thin Thanh
hoang vbn 12 nhién than, vé sau duoc nhan héa thanh cdc nhén vat lich sit
(quan tuéng, van nhan, thi si,...).

Ong Bon la Thé Pia - Than Tai: Ngudi Hoa quan niém, Thd Than 1a
vi than cai quan dat dai, gidp con ngudi 1am an phat dat, cude song vui vé.
Than Tai 12 vi than mang dén nhiéu i 16¢ cho gia dinh. Do vay, Thé Dia
- Than Tai dugc nguoi Hoa rat tin tuéng thd cling. Cho nén, trang tho
Thd Dia - Than Tai thuong c6 cau ddi: “Théd nang sinh bach ngoc/ Pia



92 Nghién cru Ton gido. S6'12 - 2014

kha san huynh kim”. Déi véi ngudi Hoa, Tho Dia 1a mot trong cdc Than
Tai. N6i cach khdc, do nong nghiép chiém vai trd quan trong trong lich
sir, nén dat dai cting cdc loai néng pham tir dat sinh ra cua cai chu yéu,
nén Than Dét ciing 1 Than Tai. Mit khic, Than Pt c6 chic ning la
Than Tai con do thuyét ngii hanh twong sinh “Tho sinh Kim”.

Theo quan niém ngii hanh tuong sinh “Thé sinh Kim”, nén Phiic Dic
Chinh Than (Thé Dia) duoc dong nhat véi Than Tai. Vi thé, ngudi Hoa
dung hinh 4nh mét 6ng 130 rau téc bac pho, méc 4o doi mii, mdt tay cAm
vang ban phat cho dan ching 1am hinh tugng Than Tai/ Phic Ptic Chinh
Than. Hinh tugng vi thin nay dugc tén thd trong céc trang thd Tho Dia,
Than Tai cta ngudi Hoa?.

Can luu ¥ 13, tin 1y vé& Than D4t cua ngudi Hoa da dang va phirc tap,
béi ching dugce quy chiéu theo nhitng 1y su khdc nhau. Tai céc co sé thy
tu ciia ngudi Hoa & Nam B, Ong Bén ciing dugc hiéu véi nhiéu ¥ nghia.
Than Pét chi quan ving Chg Lén (Sai Gon phd thi xua), dugc thy &
miéu/ hoi quan Nhi Phu (con goi 1a chiia Ong Bén), quan 5, Thanh phd
HO Chi Minh, 1a mot vi du tiéu biéu. Theo bai vi, tén goi chinh thirc cua
than 1a Nhi Phu Miéu Dai B4 Cong, duoc dong nhat véi Ong Bén (Bon
Pau Coéng Chau Pat Quan). Bltc hoanh treo trudc chinh dién cia miéu
Nhi Phu ghi “Ngd Thd Dia Da” (Ta 1a Thd Bia). Diéu nay cho thiy, day
1a Than Tai, Than Dat va nhan than. Song thuc chat, diy 1a Tho Phu, vi
than thudc ngii thd von c6 chirc nang bao ho kho chira hang héa, sau hiéu
rong 12 bao ho cho bia, rong hon 12 ving Chg Lén. O nhimg noi ngudi
Hoa cu tri tip trung ¢6 miéu thd riéng Thé Pia /Phic Pirc Chinh Than.
Cic co so thd ty khdc ciia ngudi Hoa ciing thd Thé Pia véi chirc ning
bao ho cho dén miéu bén canh mén quan. Tai tu gia, vi Théan Dt ban gia
thudng thd ngay nén hién trude cira v6i bé thd gian di, duoc dinh danh 1a
Moén Khéu Thd Pia Tiép Dan Tai Than. Vay 1a chirc ning vi Tho Dia 1a
tiép dén tai 16c cho chi nha.

Chirc ning kép ciia Than DAt thé hién ro & ciu dbi: “Thd sinh nhét
kim, ngli hanh ching tran quy/ Dia truédng van vét, tir quy ca binh vinh”.
Ngoai Than Dat, ngudi Hoa con thy nhiéu Than Tai khic, trong d6 phd
bién nhat 1a Tai Bach Tinh Quan. Tinh Quan 12 ngdi sao trén Thuong gidi.
Pay 1a vi than dugc tho ty t6n kinh & cdc dén miéu, nhat 12 co so thd ty
cua ngudi Hoa Triéu Chéu. Tai Bach Tinh Quin gém nim vi than, cha bo
tai 16c Thién gidi, do Long H6 Huyén Pan Chan Quén (tirc Triéu Nguyén
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Sodi/ Triéu Cong Minh) ding dau va bdn phu td: Chiéu Bao Thién Tén,
Nap Tran Thién Ton, Chiéu Tai St Gia, Lgi Thi Tién Quan.

Tru6c clra nha ngudi Hoa thuong thd Mon Khau Tho Dia Tiép Dan
Than Tai, trong nha c6 mot gian thd 16n hon, thd chung Thé Pia va Than
Tai. Nguoi Hoa coi Thé Dia 12 vi chda té caa dat, dem lai san vét cho con
nguoi. Ong c6 trach nhiém bdo v¢ sy yén lanh cua cu dan va sinh vat
dang sdng tai 1anh thd cai quan.

Ong Bon la nhan than: Theo Gia Dinh trang Phdt tich ¢é cia Ly Vian
Hing, Ong Bon 12 Chau Pat Quan, mot vién quan cua triéu dinh nha
Nguyén (1269 - 1368). Ong 12 nha viét sir va nha du ky ndi tiéng, timg
tham gia céc st bd Trung Hoa dén nhiéu nuéc Déng Nam A, trong d6 c6
Viét Nam, gip nhiéu kiéu dan Trung Hoa & ddy. Sau khi tir Chéan Lap tré
vé, éng viét Chan Lap phong thé ky> md ta phong tuc, dat dai va con
nguoi ving dat cyc nam Péng Duong thé ky XIIL. C6 1& trong céc sir bo
¢6 ngudi thién cu thdp ting, nén 6ng duoc cong dong ngudi Hoa tén 1am
Ong Bon, thuy t6 di dan. O Viét Nam, miéu Nhi Phu, quan 5, Thanh phd
Hd Chi Minh 1 mot trong nhitng noi thd Chau Pat Quan (Pai B4 Cong).

Nguoi Hoa Quang Pong quan niém, trong s6 nhitng ngudi dén viing
dat méi, ngudi dau tién qua doi chon vao nghia trang goi 12 Pai B4 Cong,
ngudi tiép theo goi 1a Thir B4 Cong. Nhitng nguoi nay c6 nhiém vu trong
coi khu mo ctia ngudi chét, tir 46 bao vé ca viing dit moi khai pha. Vi thé,
Ong Bén ciing 12 Pai B4 Cong. Trén chiéc chudng dit trong chinh dién
miéu Nhi Phu c6 ghi: “Nhi Pha Pai B4 Coéng At Dau trong thu cat
dan...” (1765).

Ngudi Hoa Phic Kién ciing tho Pai B4 Céng. Ho xem 6ng 1a mot vi
than ¢ kha nang diét trir thién tai, dich bénh. Ong 1a con trai thir 13 cta
dong ho Tran®. Nguyén doi Vinh Lac (1403 - 1424), vua sai Trinh
Hoa cudi thuyén dao khip cdc nudc Pong Nam A truyén ba vin
héa Trung Hoa va mua vé cho Minh Triéu nhiing ky tran di biu An
b, Xiém La, Mién bién, Cao Mién, Pai Viét, Chiém Thanh, Tan Gia
Ba, Cha Va, Nam Duong. La ngudi giéi thim hiém, khao ciru, ngoai
giao, ngdn ngir,... nén di t6i dau, Trinh Hoa déu dwa nguoi Trung Hoa
dén 1ap nghiép, hodc chinh don trat tr dbi voi nhitng noi cé san ngudi
Trung Hoa dinh cu. Sau khi mat, n cam dirc sau, Hoa kiéu thd 6ng 1am
phiic than, vua sic phong Tam Biru Cong, ciing goi Bon Pau Cong, goi
tat 1a Ong Bén.
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Mot bd phan ngudi Hoa tai Philippines coi Ong Bon 1a Bach Phi Hién,
quan su cua Trinh Hoa trong cdc 1an xudng ving Nam Duong. Khi dat
chén 1én dao Philippines, Bach Phi Hién bj thit lac va séng trén dao. Do
¢6 cong lao d6i voi ngudi Hoa trén dao, nén sau khi mit, 6ng duoc ton
lam than, ciing goi 12 Ong Bon.

Ngoai ra, Phic Ptrc Chinh Than/ Than Tai con dugc cho 1a Truong
Phiic Pirc, sinh ngay 2 thing Hai, thoi nha Chu. Nam 36 tudi, 6ng lam
quan tridu dinh, tréng coi viéc thu thué. Khi con duong nhiém, 6ng yéu
dan nhu con, siu sét va thiu hiéu ndi khd cua dan ching, lam nhiéu viéc
thién ctru gidp ngudi khon khé, nén rat dugc nhan dan tin yéu va kinh
phuc. Pén nim thir ba thoi Chu Muc Vuong, dng qua doi, tho 102 tudi.
Sau khi chét ba ngiy ma mat khong ddi sic, da vé van hong hao, dan
chiing rat liy 1am la, t6n ong 1am than. Tir d6 vé sau, 6ng thudng hién
linh gitip moi ngudi, nén cang dugce ngudi dan siing bai va tén tho. Tridu
dinh ban chiéu ton 6ng 12 Phiic Pirc Chinh Than. Miéu thd ong duoc
nguoi Hoa xay dung khap noi’.

3. Su chuyén héa the Ong Bén ciia ngudi Hoa ¢ Nam B

Nhu da dé cép, trong miéu Nhi Phu, quan 5, Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh
¢6 bai vi Nhi Phu Miéu Pai Ba Cong. O day, Pai Ba Cong dugc cho la
Chau Pat Quan, mdt dai than thoi Nguyén timg qua viing dat Nam Bo dén
Chan Lap. Chuc nang chinh cta vi than nay 1a bao trg tai 1oc. Can néi
thém, miéu Nhi Phu ciing phat hanh tranh moc in d6 hinh Ong Bon va cu
“Nhi Phu miéu Bén Pau Cong trdn trach binh an”. Nhu vay, Bén Dau
Cdng c6 thém chirc nang tran trach ngoai chiic nang Ong Pia giir nha®.

Néu miéu Nhi Phu ctia ngudi Hoa Phic Kién ¢ Thanh phd HO Chi
Minh chi thd Ong Bén, thi nhiéu miéu cua nguoi Hoa Quang Pong,
Triéu Chau & Nam B0, bén canh Ong Bén con thy Ba Bdn. Yéu td cap
d6i Am - duong da chi ra thé gii quan va vil try quan trong thd cing
ctia nguoi Hoa, nhu truong hop tai Thién Hau Cung & thi xd Thu Dau
MGét, tinh Binh Duong; & That Phu ¢ miéu & thi xa Bac Liéu, tinh Bac

Liéu, v.v...]

Nhu vay, Phic Dic Chinh Than ¢ miéu Nhi Phi dd mang cdc chirc
nang bao hd d4t dai, trin trach (Thd Dia - nhién than), (Thanh Hoang Ban
Canh, Chiu Pat Quan, Bon Pau Céng - nhan than), ban phét tai 1oc
(Than Tai, Phic Ptrc Chinh Than - nhién than). Hang nim, co s tho tw
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nay dién ra nhiéu 1& hoi 16n, dic biét 1a ngay 15 thang Giéng va ngay 15
thang T4m, ngay sinh va ngdy mat cia Ong Bén. L& vat cing Ong Bon
g6m heo quay, heo séng, ga ludc, hoa trdi, nhang den, v.v...

Tai tinh Tra Vinh c¢6 bén miéu cta ngudi Hoa & huyén Cau Ke tho
Ong B6n, gdm: Minh Ptic Cung (chiia Ong Bon Nhat), Van Ung Phong
Cung (chiia Ong Bon Nhi), Van Nién Phong Cung (chtia Ong Bon Ba),
Nién Phong Cung (chiia Ong Bén Tu/ chiia Ciy Sanh). Nguoi Hoa Triéu
Chau ¢ Tra Vinh quan niém, Ong Bo6n 12 Trinh Hoa. Chinh dién cua Van
Nién Phong Cung (chiia Ong B6n Ba) c6 nghi trugng ghi bon chir “Bén
Dau Phic Than”. Piéu nay cho thiy, Bén Pau Cong va Phic Pirc Chinh
Thén 1a mot.

That Phu ¢6 miéu ¢ thanh phd Bién Hoa, tinh Dong Nai thd' Phic Bic
Chinh Than véi bién & chit quoc ngit “Ong Phudc Duc”, nhung bai vi
chir Han ghi “Bon Pau Céng Linh Ung”. “Ong Phudc Puc” 1a cach goi
thong thuong cta Phic Pirc Chinh Than (day du 1a Trung Uong Mau Ky
Phic Pirc Chinh Than), tirc thin Tho Dia ctia nha cira, dén miéu. Theo
d6, c6 thé hiéu dugc 1y do c¢6 hai danh hiéu cho mét vi than & That Phu
¢6 miéu: “Ong Phudc Puc” va “Bén Pau Cong Linh Ung”. Phiic Pirc
Chinh Than/ Tho Pia gdc 12 than Trung Lyu (thd & dudi méng x6i trong
nhd, & dén miéu tho & san trong thién tinh). Lé ky ghi rang: “Trung Liru
s& tué tirc Thd Than” (Trung Lyu dugc té & day la Théan Dét). Nhu vay,
Phiic Dirc Chinh Than 12 than chii quan dat dai dén miéu® .

Ho§i quan Hoa An tai tinh Séc Trang thd 6ng Trinh An (Cam Thién
Pai Dé) 1a vi phiic than phit ho cho dén lang, goi 1a Ong Bén.

Nhu vay, hinh tugng Ong Bon ciia cong dong ngudi Hoa & Nam B,
trong qué trinh phat trién da c6 sy chuyén héa tir nhién than (Tho Dia) —
nhan than (Chu Pat Quan/ Trinh Hda) — nhién than (Than Tai). Su
chuyén héa nay da gan cho Ong Bon, véi tu cdch 1a mot nhién than, 1a
Than Tai ban phat cho ngudi dan nhiéu tai 1c. Hién twong nay gan lién
v6i bdi canh d6 thi héa, cong nghiép héa cia dat nude Viét Nam hién nay,
dac biét 1a tai Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh, noi da s6 ngudi Hoa 1a thuong
nhén cu trd va tham gia vao hoat dong kinh té.

Hién nay, d6i voi ngudi Hoa & Nam Bo, Ong Bén 12 vi than da chirc
nang. Ho thd phung vi thin nay dé mong ciu cudc song binh an, nhiéu
tién bac, stic khoe va hanh phic.
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4. Két luan

Ong Bon 12 mot vi than dic biét cua cong déng nguoi Hoa & Nam Bo.
Hinh tugng thd Ong Bon danh dau viéc ngudi Hoa dén dinh cu tai viing
dat méi. Ban dau, ddy 1a mot nhién than trong tim thirc cia ngudi Hoa di
dan, c6 ngudn gbc tir hinh thirc thd Thanh hoang, Bén Pau Cong, Than
Tai, Tho Dia ¢ qué huong gbc. Trong qué trinh dinh cu, tir nhién than,
Ong Bén da dan dugc nhan héa, chuyén thanh nhitng nhan vat lich st
nhu Chiu Pat Quan, Trinh Hoa, Bach Phi Hién, Truong Phudc Duc,
Trinh An. Nhung dit dugc xdy dung tir hinh tugng nao, thi cong dong
ngudi Hoa & Nam Bo déu xem Ong Bon 1a Phiic Ptrc Chinh Than, Than
Tai, 12 mot nhién than.

Nhu vay, hinh twong Ong Bén trong cong ddng ngudi Hoa & Nam B
da c6 su chuyén héa tir nhién than sang nhan than, cudi ciing 14 nhién
than. Phai ching, trong qua trinh 1ap nghiép & Nam B9, viéc nhan héa céc
than linh gidp cho ngudi Hoa di dan cam thdy nhitng tim guong hy sinh,
gitip d& cong dong 12 nhimg nhén vat lich sir, dé gan giii. Tir d6, c4c nhan
than dugc thd phung nay dé dang déng cam véi ho, hd tro ho mot céch
tich cyc hon? Piéu nay gitip cho ngudi Hoa ¢6 thém ngudn luc tinh than
dé khic phyc khé khin, xdy dung cudc sébng méi trén qué huong moi.
Tinh chit da chic ning cia Ong Bén khién vi than nay dugc tho phd
bién trong co sé thd tu cong ddng dén timg gia dinh nguoi Hoa & Nam
Bo. Tho Ong Bon con cho thiy, nguoi Hoa di xem Viét Nam 1a qué
huong. Piéu nay ching minh cho xu thé chuyén tir kidu dan Trung Hoa
thanh cong dan Viét Nam./.
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Abstract

THE TRANSFORMED PROCESS IN THE CULT OF ONG
BON OF VIETNAMESE - CHINESE IN NAM BQ

In the process of settling in Vietnam, the Chinese community has
shown the diversity, creativity, flexibility and transformation when they
settled in the new land. In the religious domain, they mostly worship
GuanGong (Quan Coéng), Matsu (Thién Hau), etc. There were shrines to
worship Ong Bén in places where the Chinese settled such as Thailand,
Campuchia, and Vietnam. The cult of Ong Bén marked their immigration
in the new land. In the process of expanding, there was a transformation
from natural god to personal god and finally to natural god in the cult of
Ong Bon that met the Chinese religious life in the context of
industrialization, especially in H6 Chi Minh City. The cult of Ong Bon
helped to confirm that the Chinese considered their settlements as their
homeland. It also proved the trend of transferring from immigrants to
become Vietnamese citizens.

Keywords: Ong Bon, cult of Ong Bon, Chinese, Nam Bo.



