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THAN LINH VIET NAM QUA CAC NGUON TU LIEU
CUA NGUOI PHUONG TAY TRUOC THE KY XX

Tém tit: Bai viét nay, thong qua mot sé nguon tw liéu néi bét
viét bang chit Han, tiéng Anh, tiéng Phdp va qudc ngir, trinh
bay mét cach tong quan vé cdc ghi chép va nhdn xét cia
nguoi phwong Tdy dén Viét Nam doi véi cdc than linh, ton
gido va tin nguéng dwoc thiuc hanh & Viét Nam (bao gom
Phdt gido, Pao gido, Nho gido, tho cing éng ba 16 tién, tin
ngudng da than cia ngwoi Viét, v.v...). Cac nguon tw liéu c6
thé chia thanh hai thoi ky: 1) Thé ky XVII-XVIII bao gom cdc
ghi chép chii yéu cia cdc nha truyén dao - nhitng nguoi vé co
ban coi cdc tén gido, tin nguéng ¢ Viét Nam la tré ngai can
vieot qua trong céng cudc truyén gido; 2) Thé ky XIX bao
gom cdc ghi chép, nghién ciu tir géc nhin thé tuc véi thanh
phan cdc tac gia rat da dang (nha truyén gido, nha ngoai
giao, nha bao, nha khoa hoc).

Tir khéa: Than linh; nguoi Viét; ngwoi phwong Tay.

DAan nhap

Giao luu vin hoa gitra Viét Nam va nudc ngoai dé co tir cac thé ky
dau Cong nguyén, c6 thé qua cac thuong nhan La M3, hodc qua cac
thuong thuyén An Do, voi ddu vét con dén ngay nay 1a cac huy chuong
La M3 thoi Antonnus Pius va Marcus Aurelius duoc tim thay & Khanh
Hoa (Kiernan 2019, tr. 95; McLaughlin 2016, tr. 198). Tuy nhién, do
thiéu thu tich nén cac nha nghién ctiru khé nhén biét dugc tudng tin
chan tudng su giao luu van hoa véi phuong Tay thoi d6 thé nao.

* Vién Nghién ctru Han Nom, Vién Han 1am Khoa hoc x& hoi Viét Nam.
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Tir thé ky X VI, va nhit 13 thé ky XVII (v6i sy xuét hién cta cic
gido si Dong Tén), theo da phat trién ciia Thoi dai Kham pha (Age
of Exploration, bat dau tir thé ky XV, truéc hét tir ngudi BO Pao
Nha), nhiéu nha budn, gido si va cac nha lit hanh ngudi phuong
Tay dd dit chan dén Viét Nam. Vi nhiéu 1y do (truyén dao, kham
phé phuong Pong, budn ban,...), ngudi phuong Tay da lap tic
quan tim miéu ta cac dic diém vin hoa cua ngudi Viét, trong d6 co
van dé ton gido, tin ngudng. Pay 1a van d& rong 1on ma tir trude
dén nay it co cong trinh nghién ctru tong hop toan dién. Gan day,
c6 mot sd tac gia & Viét Nam va nude ngoai da quan tim dén vén
dé nay, nhung thuong 13 theo mot vai chu diém cu thé, vi du: Olga
Dror v6i van dé hiéu biét ciia cac gido si phuong Tay ddi véi cong
chiia Lidu Hanh; mét sb nghién ctru vé Alexandre de Rhodes &
trong nudc, hodc tiép bién vin hoa giita Cong giao v6i Khong gido
& Viét Nam, giao luu vin hoa Phap-Viét,.... Bai viét nay tip trung
gi6i thiéu mot sb ngudn tu liéu quan trong va trinh bay tong quan
vé nhan xét ctia cac nhém nguodi phuong Tay ¢ thoi ky sém dbi voi
cac than linh cta ngudi Viét (va ndi chung cac vi duoc ngudi Viét
thd phung, nhu cha me da mat), voi hy vong s& gop phan lam rd
thém mot khia canh vé giao luu van héa Phuong Tay - Viét Nam
cho dén trudc thé ky XX. Noi dung dugc chia ra 2 thoi ky: thé ky
XVII-XVIII va thé ky XIX.

1. Thin linh Viét qua nhian quan cia cac nha truyén giao
phwong Tay thé ky XVII-XVIII

Trude thé ky XIX, ngudn tu liéu phuong Tay quan trong nhat dén
tir cac gido si. Piéu nay khong c6 gi kho hiéu, vi day 1a nhom ngudi
c6 dong co rd nhit trong viée tim hiéu doi sdng tin ngudng noéi riéng
va doi séng ton gido cua ngudi dan Viét Nam néi chung. Cac gido si
Dong Tén 1 nhitng nguoi ¢6 nhimg ghi chép cu thé va day di nhat
vé than linh va tin ngudng Viét Nam. Alexandre de Rhodes (1591-
1660), Joseph Tissanier (1618-1688) va Adriano di St.Thecla (1667 -
1765) 1a nhitng gio si tiéu biéu. Alexandre de Rhodes c6 cubén Phép
gidng tam ngay (Cathechismvs in octo dies diuisus) kha ndi tiéng vi
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dugc viét bang chit qudc ngir. Ghi chép cua Alexandre de Rhodes va
Tissanier dén thé ky XIX duoc tong hop xuat ban thanh cuén
Mission De La Cochinchine Et Du Tonkin Avec Gravure Et Carte
Géographique & Phap nam 1858 (tac gia: Montezon Fortune ,
Edmond Esteve, Alexandre Rhodes va Joseph Tissanier). Con ghi
chép ciia Adriano di St.Thecla c6 nhan d&é Opusculum De Sectis
Apud Sinenses Et Tunkinenses, ¢6 thé tiép can qua ban dich tiéng
Viét: Ludn vé cdc phdi cia nguoi Trung Hoa va Pdng Ngodi cla
Nguyén Thanh Xuén, hay ban dich tiéng Anh cua nhom Keith
Taylor. Cling thoi v6i Adriano di St.Thecla, gan day phat hién cuén
Tam giao chu vong dugc xut ban nam 1752 (tac gia chinh dugc
Tran Q. Anh xac dinh 1a gi4o si Hilario di Gesui trong ban dich tiéng
Anh nhan dé Gods, Heroes, and Ancestors: An Interreligious
Encounter in FEighteenth-century Vietnam: Errors of the Three
Religions, Nxb. Pai hoc Oxford, 2018). Cudn sach nay duoc bién
soan nham phan béc cac diéu “sai lam vong tudng” ctia Tam gido.

Céc gido si twong ddi co thién cam véi Nho gido, ngoai trir De
Rhodes (nhung ciing khong ¢ muc d6 cam ghét toi t& nhu gido si
nay thé hién d6i voi Phat gido). De Rhodes cho riang, Khong Tu
“chang phai thanh, chang phai hién” vi khong tho Pic Chua ma
dam dé dé tir va doi sau thd minh (nhung De Rhodes ciing khen
van hoa Trung Hoa 1a hon van hoa Tay Trtc). Ca De Rhodes va
Tissanier déu cam ghét su phan biét giita “gido ngoai” (day cho dan
ching phd théng, khuyén ngudi ta thd Phat, tho than linh) va “dao
trong” (day cho ngudi c6 hoc, huéng dén vo than) cua Phat gido.
De Rhode phé phan viéc dét vang huong va dang thirc an cho to
tién 13 vo ich, so véi nhitng nghi 18 bay t6 1ong hiéu thao cua Cong
gido. Nhung De Rhodes ciing 14 nguoi thé hién chién lugc két hop
Chuia - Nho mot cach rd rang hon ca khi dé ra thuyét Ba cha: “Bay
gio ta phai c6 ba dang bé trén goi 1a ba cha, ta phai tho, & dang nao
cho nén dang dy. Ping dudi 1a cha me sinh than xac cho ta; ding
gifta 1 vua chiia tri nudc; déng trén tirc dirc chua troi dét, lam chiia
that trén hét moi su” (De Rhodes 1993, tr. 17-24).
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Tissanier khong phé phan gay gt nhu De Rhodes, nhung lai ¢6
thanh kién hon khi 1én 4n toan bd Dang Ngoai (Tonkin) 1a dia phan
ctia quy: “Thir nhit trong Tam gido 13 Gido cua nhitng nha thong
thai do Khéng Tir sang lap, con hai Gido kia thi bao gdm toan dam
dong dbt nat mé tin” (Montezon va nhitng ngudi khic 1858, tr.
118). Theo Tissanier thi Thich Ca (Chaca, hay Bout) 12 ké v6 than
nguoi Do Thai hoc dao tur hai con quy con Lao Tu (Laothu) 1a mot
phap su. Ong nhan xét cac than linh cta nguoi Viét (nhu: idole de
la cuisine, tic Ba Téo; maitre des arts, c6 1€ 1a Van Xuong bé
Quan; maitres du lieu, c6 1€ 1a Thd cong...) la nhiing vi than ky cuc
dugc tho bdi nhitng nguoi mé tin. Trong khi d6, Adriano ca ngoi
khia canh “phat trién c4 nhan con ngudi va nudi dudng cac duc
hanh” cua Nho gidao (Adriano de St.Thecla 2018, tr. 98). Adriano
goi Pao gido 12 Pao cua cac thay pha thuy (Adriano de St.Thecla
2018, Chapter Three: On the Sect of Magician, tr. 159-176). O day,
Adriano ciing 1 nguoi c6 hiéu biét tvong dbi sdu rong hon ca. Ong
tuong thuat cudc doi Lao Tu (Laozu hay Lautius) mot cach kha
trung lap, goi ong la “ngudi vi dai” va phan biét gitra tinh trang ban
dau cua Pao dudi thoi nguoi khai sang v6i nhimg dién bién cb tinh
huyén hodc hoa dugc cac nha phu thity (nhimg nguoi ma Adriano
thuong xuyén goi 1a “bon ddi tra”) sau nay tién hanh. Thai do cia
Adriano v6i cac than linh (spirits) ciing kha trung 1ap. Adriano
cung cip cac miéu ta chi tiét vé cac than linh duoc thd phd bién
trong dan gian, gdm Thanh hoang (cu thé 1a Ly Ong Trong, than
Bach Ma ma theo 6ng l1a Ma Vi¢n, Chua Liéu, Ba Chta Ké Sit,...),
Vua Bép, than cay, v.v... Riéng hai Ba Chua dugc miéu ta kha toi
t¢ (Liéu Hanh 13 mot nguoi phu nit khong dimg dan, ¢ lién quan
dén quy va da bi giét, Ba Chtia Ké Sat 1a linh hon mot bé gai da
duogc dang cho quy). Adriano ciing n6i d&én viéc nguoi Viét tho vua
nhu than linh va phé phan cac nha vua vé viéc chip nhan sy ton
trong quéa déng nay. Chi d6i v6i Phat gido va Phat Thich Ca, thai do
ctia Adriano tiéu cuc hon han. Ong mo ta Phat 1a mot vi thai tor vi
hiéu danh nén mdi di tu va duoc sy giup d& cta hai con quy, va hoc
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dao tir chiing (chi tiét nay cling gp & Tissanier va De Rhodes)
(Adriano di St. Thecla 2018, tr. 184-185).

Tac gia Tam gido chir vong cho rang, Tam gido thuc chat chi la
nhiing hinh thtrc, truong phai tho cing khac nhau (Tran 2018, tr.
76-77), boi ¢ day khong ton tai nhitng cong dong tin do riéng ré (vi
du, tin d6 ctia Cong gido thi khong thé tho than cua ngoai dao, ma
ngudi Viét thi bat ké xudt than nghiéng vé truong phai ndo ciing co
thé 1am nghi 1& t6n thd ¢ bat ky dén chia ndo), ma hat nhan chan
chinh cuda tin ngudng Viét Nam chinh 1a Dao tho cac linh (Cult of
spirits; Cac giao si thuong goi cac than linh phd bién trong dan gian
nhu Thanh Giong hay Liéu Hanh, cic thanh hoang,... 1a spirit hoic
idol, v&i ¥ nghia hoi nghiéng vé tiéu cuc, chir khong goi 1a déesse,
dieu, god, deity,... Tam gido chir vong cling bao gdm su thd to tién
trong d0). Tam gido chw vong miéu ta nhiéu loai linh, tir to tién cho
dén Troi. Sach nay cho rang, ca Nho gido, Phat gido, Lio gido déu
thiéu mot hoc thuyét rd rang vé linh hon, dic biét 1a Nho gido vi nd
chi quan tdm dén viéc tran thé (Tran 2018, tr. 112-113). Nhung
cling nhu cac gido sT khéc, tac gia twong ddi tiép can tir quan diém
ciia Nho giao, muon quan diém cia Nho gido dé phé phan Phat
gi4o 1a hdo huyén va tréng rong, dong thdi md rong su phé phan
nay sang dao tho to tién 1a “tréng rong”, “khong mang lai loi ich
thuc t&” cho linh hon cua té tién (Tran 2018, tr. 112-113),... Tam
gido chir vong ciing nhin nhan Pao gido va Phat gido rat gay gat:
“Hai phai nay hoan toan tréi v6i dao dirc va chudn muc vin hoa
thong thuong trong moi phuong dién, khong mang lai diéu gi t6t
dep hay phu hop voi dao Nho chinh théng, ma thuong muu mo
chéng lai n6” (Tran 2018, tr. 151). Tuy vay tac gia c6 nhin nhan
nhiéu hién tuong cua “Phat gido dan gian” (theo ban dich cua Tran
Q.Anh 13 Folk Buddhism) 1a su dién hoa tu nhién cua niém tin dan
gian ngoai ¥ ciia Thich Ca thay vi quy két ban than Thich Ca la
ngudi x4u xa dbi tra.

Hién nay c6 hai khuynh huéng danh gia ddi véi quan diém cua
cac gido si truyén dao dbi v6i than linh va tin ngudng Viét:
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Thir nhat, khuynh hudng phé phan cho ring, cac gido si vi mudn
truyén dao nén da bat chip hay khong chiu tim hiéu ky khi dénh gia
vé cac than linh hay tin ngudng khac, nhu Mic Giao viét trong bai
“Alexandre De Rhodes va viéc hdi nhap van hoa Viét Nam” (dang
trén Van héa Nghé An, 2011): “Chung ta chi c6 thé doan ring, vao
thoi do, cac giao si Tay Phuong c6 tdm trang hang say qua do trong
viéc bénh vuc va truyén ba dao ciia minh, mdt thir “extremist” hay
“excés de zeéle”. Ho coi thudng nén vin minh cua Péng Phuong,
cho d6 ciing chi 1a thir thap kém gidng nhu doi sdng vat chat lam 1,
nghéo khd, cham tién ciia dan chiing ma ho gip hang ngay. Vi vay,
ho khong can tim hiéu tuong tan, chi can dya vao mot sb chi tiét dé
da pha, nhdm muc dich 1am sang té dao cuia minh. Céc thura sai co
thé nghi r‘fmg ctru 10i cac linh hdn ra khoi cac “ta dao” 1a nhiém vu
thiéng liéng nhét, 1 thi hanh dtc bac 4i & muc do cao nhat, du co
phai dung cham té1 ai khac.

Nha than hoc Peter C. Phan (Phan 2016) ciing nhin nhén thai do
clia cac nha truyén gido theo hudng phé phan (mot cach 6n hoa hon
cac hoc gia trong nudc ndi trén), coi ddy 1a nhitng “chién lugc
truyén dao” c6 thé thong cam nhit dinh trong bdi canh thé ky XV,
XVII nhung khong phu hgp véi su bao dung cua thoi hién dai.

Thit hai, khuynh hudng chap nhan va tin tuéng hon vao miéu ta
(khong phai trong sy phu nhan y d0 truyén gido hay nhitng mit
thanh kién nhét dinh) cta cac gido si d& thdy hon & mot s nhém hoc
gia nudc ngoai, nhu truong hop nhém Taylor va Dror qua ban dich
cubn Opusculum De Sectis Apud Sinenses Et Tunkinenses: A Small
Treatise on the Sects Among the Chinese and Tonkinese cua giao si
Adriano, hay cudn sach cua Dror viét riéng vé Mau Liéu Hanh:
Cult, Culture, and Authority: Princess Liéu Hanh in Vietnamese
History. Cudn thi hai dwoc danh gia khi cao boi cac hoc gia
phuong Tay nhung bi kha nhiéu nha nghién ctru Viét Nam phan dbi
vi gi6i thiéu 1éch lac vé Mau Liéu Hanh dua trén bang ctt map mo,
ma trong d6 trude hét 1a viéc Dror qua tin tudng 101 ching cua cac
nha truyén dao Adriano di St. Thecla va Francoise-Louis Lebreton.
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Ching t6i theo quan diém trung lap giira hai xu huéng trén:
Thanh kién va nhiét tim truyén dao (din dén dong co ching minh
Cong gio wu viét hon nhitng hé thong tin ngudng ban x{) 1a co
that, nhung ciing khong nén phu nhan hoan toan kha ning cac gido
sicod tiép can dugc hién thyc tin ngudong Viét & mot muc do nao do,
it nhét 1a vé hién tugng tryc quan - do do, cai nhin ctia ho cling 1a
mot ngudn tu liéu mai bd sung vao kho tang tu lidu vé vin hoa va
tin nguong Viét Nam.

Céc gi4o si c6 thanh kién, nhung d6 khong phai mot thi thanh
kién mu quang mudn loai trir tit ca nhitng gi khong phai Cong gido,
hodc khong chiu tim hiéu vin héa ban dia va cac hé thong tu tuong
khac dén noi dén chén (diéu nay hoan toan khong ding trong
truong hgp Adriano de St.Thecla voi Nho gi4o). Néu cho d6 1a thir
thanh kién mu quang thi ta s& khong 1y giai duoc viée tai sao cac
gido s lai kha coi trong Nho gido trong khi bai xich Pao giao, va
nhat 1a Phat gido rat ning né. Thai d6 cla cac nha truyén gido Viét
Nam hoan toan phi hop quan diém “B Nho bai Phat” cua nha
truyén gido Ricci véi nhitng thanh tyu ndi tiéng ciia ong ¢ Trung
Quéc (Xem thém Tran Q. Anh. Tran 2018, tr. 75).

bay 1a mot tha thanh kién c6 chon loc: Phat gido 1a “chuodng
ngai vat” 16n hon. Ban than Nho gido, tir Khong T, khong co
truyén thong manh bang nhitng “t6n gido that sy” (nhu Pao Phat,
Kit6 gi4o) vé tam linh, vé giai thich ngudn gbc vii try, ban chat linh
hon,... (chinh vi vy, dén Tong Nho, Nho gido da hap thu nhat dinh
nhitng tinh hoa tir Pao gido va Phat gido dé hinh thanh trudng phai
Ly hoc bd sung phan nao diém yéu Iy luan nay). Céc gido si, nhat 1a
Adriano (12 ngudi co kién thic dang né vé kinh dién Nho gido)
ciing nhan ra tinh hinh nay, va nhan thdy kha ning dung Cong giéo
dé bo sung cho “truong phai dao dirc” da dugc ngudi ban xir chip
nhan (diéu nay ciing khong han 1a hoang duong; du chi thdy mot
cach han ché ¢ Viét Nam, nhung ¢ Triéu Tién sau nay va ngdy nay
1a Han Qudc, Kitd gido di két hop véi cac truyén thong tu tudng o
san, bao gdbm ca Nho gido rat thanh cong). Piéu duy nhat phai loai
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trir 1a sy t6n tho Khong Tir va cac bac thanh cua Nho gido véi tu
cach d6i tuong thd cung. V&i Phét gido, tinh hinh lai khac han. Vi
“Pao ngoai” (theo cach goi cua De Rhodes) ¢d vil su “ton tho than
tugng”, Phat gido dap tmg nhu cau tin ngudng, can su che chd va
phu ho trong céc sinh hoat thuong ngay cua ngudi binh dan. Véi
“Pao trong” hudng vé “chu nghia v6 than” (Atheism, nhung c6 thé
hiéu gan vé6i khai niém hién dai “Chu nghia hu vé tich cuc”, hay
Positive Nihilism hién nay duoc gin véi trudng phai ciia Friedrich
Nietzsche), Phat gido théa man nhu cau hanh phuc tinh than, su can
béng ndi tdm vinh héng cua nguoi c¢6 hoc. Nhu vay, dbi voi Phat
gido, Cong gido chi co thé thay thé chir khong thé chung séng, két
hop. Theo Peter C. Phan, cic gido si con ghét Phat gido vi hoc
thuyét nay theo ho 1a vay muon cua Pythagoras (13 ngudi theo
thuyét Nhat tim). Cac gido si noi trén co lién hé chat ché véi nhau
va su tuyén truyén cta ho 1a ¢6 to chirc, vi nhiéu kién thtc va luan
di¢u 1a ho hoc dugc tir nhau (vi du cau chuyén Phat hoc Pao tir hai
con quy). Nhung ngoai trir mit thanh kién, nhu di néi, ciing c6 thé
cong nhén 1a ghi chép cua céac gido si, dua trén can cir tryc quan, co
phan nao tiép can hién thuc tin ngudng ¢ Viét Nam.

Quay trd lai trudng hop Mau Liéu Hanh, tac gia (NTAT) nhan
dinh rang, néu dung “1di chting” cua hai gido si di St.Thecla va
Lebreton dé khang dinh, nhu Olga Dror di lam (Xem phan
“Translator’s Introduction” ctia Dror, tr. 48 trong ban dich cudn
Opusculum de Sectis Apud Sinenses Et Tunkinenses nam 2018 cua
Nxb. Cornell University), rang nguyén gbc vi nit than nay 1a mot
nhan vat c6 that, hon nira 1a mdt phu nit “phong tung”, thi chua cé
co s6 vitng chic.

Thir nhdt, d6i voi than linh, nhat 13 hé thong than linh cta nhiing
co ciu tin ngudng tuong dbi linh hoat nhu Pao Mau (khong c6 hé
thong kinh sach nhu Kit6 gido) thi khong c6 mot “hé thong ching
nhén, dam bao” nao dé khéng dinh “lo61 chung” cua hai gido si
ngoai dao co gia tri hon cac phién ban ké lai lich Mau Lidu phd
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bién nhu phién ban ctia Doan Thi Diém ci. Mot nha nghién ciru
mudn khang dinh mét 1y lich nguyén gbc hay hinh tuong co ban
ciia Mau Liéu Hanh (va phii nhan nhan dinh cta cic nha nghién
ctru Viét Nam vé Mau Liéu, von 1a nhan vat dugc nghién ciru rat
nhiéu tir trudc dén nay) thi cAn phai ching minh bang cach dan ra
nhitng than tich, than sic, van tho,... phan anh diéu nay - viéc nay
Dror da khong lam dugc. Thuc té, nhiing tai li¢u ¢d v& Mau Liéu
Hanh cho dén nay, bao gdm phién ban phd bién va di anh huong
dén nhiéu than tich 13 “Van Cat than ni¥” trong Truyén ky tdn pha
ctia Poan Thi Diém, déu c6 hat nhan chung 13 cdu chuyén con géi
Thuong dé giang sinh 1am con nha lanh (Kiéu Oanh Mau 1910,
Ngb Pac Thinh 2009, Kiéu Thu Hoach 2017, Dzjao Giao 2017).
Tham chi, ngay ca truyén thuyét ctia phai Noi Pao trang 1a truyén
thuyét ha thap Mau Liéu Hanh nhit (voi muc dich d& cao cac thanh
ctia Pao di chién thing Mau mot cach chinh nghia), dén muc miéu
ta Lidu Hanh bién thanh yéu tinh tic oai tac quai (Tham khao: Viét
Nam N¢i dao Tam thanh thuong tung chdan kinh #&Fg NE = 84
HAR. Luu tai Vién Nghién ctru Han Nom: A.2974/1 - 2) thi cling
khong phii nhan ngudn gbc ban dau cia MAu 1a thién tién con gai
Ngoc Hoang va ciling khong cong kich vao hinh tugng nguoi vo,
ngudi me tinh cam va 18 nghia ma céc truyén thuyét khac mé ta.
Thir hai, nhimg than linh quan trong dugc thd phd bién (ma
khong c6 nguyén miu 1 rang 1a mot nhan vat chinh st ndi tiéng,
nhu Dtrc Thanh Tran v6i Tran Hung Pao) thi thuong 1a sy tong hop,
ddng hoa (identification) ctia nhiéu hinh tuong khic nhau. Gan day,
tac gia Nguyén Thé Anh cho rang, Lidu Hanh 14 sy tai hién cta nit
than Hau Thd phu nhan va Hau Thd phu nhan dén luot minh lai 1a sy
tai hién cua than Po Nagar (P6 Inu Nagar), dya trén nhitng ddu vét
nhu hinh twong Nit than - Cay g6 va mot sd diém lién quan trong
than tich (Nguyén Thé Anh 1995). Khi ddi theo cac dau vét ¢b xua
cia mo tip Cay-D4 va tién trinh phat trién cua tin ngudng thd Mau
ctia nguoi Viét, cling sé thdy rang, Lidu Hanh ciing thira ké nhidu dic
diém ctia nhom Tt Phép, nhitng vi MAu-Phat-Than d3 timg dong vai
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trd trung tim trong doi séng tin ngudng Viét tir thoi Luy Lau dén
thoi dai Ly, Tran: Lidu Hanh sinh ra tir phéan mg cua xa hoi va hé
thong tam linh ban xir truéc sy Nho gido hoa 0 at vao thoi Lé.

Thir ba, xu hudéng to mo vé khia canh tinh duc cua phu nir ban
X, nhu cau “giai ctru” phu nit ban xt khoi cac tit xdu ma thé gioi
tam linh ngoai dao mang lai va & mot muc do nao do la sy chéng
d6i mot cach co hé théng dbi vai ton gido, tin ngudng tho nit than
tir phia nhitng dai dién cia Gido hoi (tuy khong phai tit ca) vén
khong phai 1a hién tuong don 1€ chi gdp ¢ Viét Nam (Cavanaugh va
Scott 2019, tr. 195-196). Cong gido thdi ky Phyuc hung dén Can dai
tuy c6 nhiéu quan diém than thién hon véi phu nit so voi mot sd
nén van hoa khac (phan di da thé, khong giam hdm phu nir sau
tam mang hay trong khué phong, khuyén khich su gido duc dbi voi
nit gidi...) nhung cin ban ciing 1a hé théng tu tuong don/nhat than
(monotheistic) va thién nam (androcentric). Trong su thuc hanh
Cong gido & cac nudc phuong Tay, nhit 1a ¢ dan gian, khong phai
khong c¢6 dong chdy ngdm cua sy ton tho tinh Than cua Nir gidi
(female divinity), boi ton gido nay thoi ddu von duogc ting ho, bao
trg boi nhiéu nir giéi thudc moi giai tang & La Ma; su ton thd voi
Dtic Me trong Cong gido rat manh mé (dén thoi cia Martin Luther,
nha cdi cadch nay con nhan xét réng, su ton thd Bire Me 14n 4t ca sy
ton tho Chiia). Nhung trong gido Iy chinh thong thi ngay ca Maria
cling chua bao gio duoc coi 1a thuc thé than thanh ca. Do d6, ban
than ton gido tho nit than, so véi t6n gido thd nam than, tuy cung la
ngoai dao, nhung dé “duoc chi1 y” & chd ban than n6 da goi 1én tinh
nhi nguyén (duality) va phan nao thach thirc trat tw phu quyén cia
thé gi6i quan Kito gido.

Du vay, nguoi viét cho rang, can thiét nhin nhan 1a quan sat cua
cac gido s cling tiép can phan nao hinh tugng ciia Mau Liéu Hanh
trong thuc té tin ngudng Viét Nam. Hinh twong Lidu Hanh trong
DPoan Thi Piém (Poan 1811) va cac phién ban phd bién khac hap
dan vi Ba di ludn 1a sy tong hop ciia nguoi nghé si tim kiém tinh
yéu tu do va phong cach séng phong khoang, ngudi con gai hiéu
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thuan va chung thiy theo diing bon phan Nho gido, con ngudi ndi
loan trudc cac gidi han cua xa hdi Nho gido, vi tién nga Pao gido,
ké sam héi Phat gido... Co gai hang nudc phong khoang da dbi dap
tho van tir danh si Phung Khic Khoan cho dén may nha Nho xt
Nghé gan giii v6i hinh anh ngudi vo 18 tai hoa sic sao hay gip cudi
thoi Lé va dau thoi Nguyén (nhu H6 Xuan Huong) hay mot nang
Kiéu hon 1a mot phu nit dai cac theo truyén thong Nho gido. Theo
Pham Dinh HO6, thoi Lé Mat, tin ngudng thd ba tran lan & Thing
Long, 1an ca dét cua dién Nam giao, va trong dam tin d cua ba ndi
bat 1a cac ngh¢ nhan cua gido phuong va doi ba linh (dgi nhac cua
quan doi, dat ra tir thoi Lé Trung hung, do mdt nhom quan nhan
trong phu chta Trinh ddm duong): “Clr nam nao gdp han han thi
mot quan tran phu dai vién hop cac gido phudng va doi ba linh, ra
day 1am 1& dao vii, hodc rudc tuong Tu phép ra bay ¢ ngoai ctra lau
thir ba dé cau dao; 1& nghi rat 1a 16 md, khong thé sao noi dugc”
(Pham DPinh HO, Vii trung tuy but, trich theo Tran Nghia 1997).

Mot vi than c6 “ct cach vin nghé” va duge ton thd boi nhimg
nguoi hat xuéng nhu vy, néu (di véi giai ting nhimg nguoi hat
xuong trong xa hoi) ting hién than ra véi ho trong tu caich mdt mot
ngudi hat xudng, co 16i séng nghé si, khong chiu troi bude boi cac
rao can phong kién, thi ciing khong ¢ gi ky la. Thyc té 1a hinh
tuong ngudi chu quan tai hoa thich dbi dap, dua bdn véi cac danh
s cia Mau Lidu Hanh ciing 12 kha gdn mau hinh nay. Tir goc do
clia mot gido si ngudi nudc ngoai méi tiép can véi tin ngudng thoy
M3u & Viét Nam, thi diéu nay din dén su hiéu 1am, hay cach nhin
phién dién mot chiéu ciing 1 diéu c6 thé thong cam dugc.

V& viéc Adriano di St.Thecla gén vi than Bach Ma véi tudng
Ma Vién (xem Ariano de St.Thecla 2018, tr. 42-45), von 1a diéu it
dugc noi dén trudc nay, nhung gin day cac nha nghién ciru khao
thay trong cudn Tén dinh gido binh Viét dién u linh tdp ciing co
ghi (xem thém trén blog cua Lé Vinh Huy), han ciing 1a hién
tugng dong hoa nhu vdy. Bach Mi vén 1a biéu twong ctia Mt Troi
- nghi thic giét ngya tring té Mat Troi clia ngudi Aryan han da
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truyén vao Viét Nam tir 1au (Tran Qudc Vuong 2010, tr. 160). Du
chan tuéng than Bach M3 1a Mat Troi hay Ma Vién (1a chinh) thi
viéc c6 thém cac tu liéu cua cac gido si ciing gop phan kich thich
st hé 16 cua nhitng huéng nghién ctru méi d6i v6i cac chu dé cii.
Olga Dror, trong ban dich cudn ghi chép cta gido si Adriano di
St.Thecla (thé ky XVII), thi dua ra hai gia thuyét: gia thuyét thir
nhit 1a nguoi ta gan M3 Vién vao thin Bach M3; gia thuyét thu
hai 1a vi than ban dau dugc tho 1a Ma Vién va sau ndy than Bach
M3 méi thay thé vi nay.

Trong bai viét “Vé vi than thd & dén Bach Ma phd Hang Budm,
Ha Nbi” dang trén Tap chi Han Nom sb 1 (26) nim 1996, tac gia
Mai Hong di dan ra khao ctru ctia Trinh Tuédn Am trong Bach Ma
than tir khdo chinh ciing nhu cac tu liéu sém cia nguoi Viét dé
chting minh riang viéc gan M4 Vién vao than Bach Ma 1 do thuong
nhan Bic qubc Chiém Trong Lién 1am vao thé ky XVII (Mai Hong
1996, tr. 60-63). Ly do Dror dua ra dé bién giai gia thuyét thir hai la
do Ma Vién la nhan vat chinh tri quan trong da thay ddi doi séng va
thé ché ¢ phia Bic va Trung dit Viét, sau nay di dugc cac cong
ddng nguoi Hoa di cu vao Viét Nam (hoa 1an v&i nguoi Viét) kinh
ngudng; vi tri hd Lang Bac gin véi thing loi cia Ma Vién trude
Hai Ba Trung; tu liéu than tich, van chuong cho thiy ¢ Viét Nam
ting thd M3 Vién & kha nhiéu dia diém nén rit c6 thé Chiém Trong
Lién chi tiép ndi truyén théng thd Mi Vién cta chinh ngudi Viét
ma thoi.

Y kién ngwoi viét bai nay nhw sau:

Tuy hién tuong “luan chuyén” tin ngudng nay (mot vi A von
dugc tho rdi suy giam, bi vi B thay thé, nhung rdi vi A lai tro lai...)
ciing khong phai khong gip ¢ trén thé gi6i, nhung xét Ma Vién voi
tu cach thanh hoang tir thoi Bic thudc thi thdy mot s6 van dé:

Dung 1a viéc tho Ma Vién ¢ Viét Nam la co6 thuc va Olga Dror
cling nhu mot sé hoc gia khac dua ra nhimg dan ching hop tinh
hop 1y cho viée thd cung nay phd bién vao thé ky XVII, tuy nhién
diéu nay khong dam bao réng trudc thoi Lé, Ma Vién da duogc tho &
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khu vuc ngay nay c6 dén Bach M4, hon nita lai voi tu cach Thanh
hoang. Néu Iy cau chuyén Hai Ba Trung lam trung tim thi Lang
Bac 12 mot mdc quan trong (va nhu thé thi kha niang cao 1a nguoi ta
s€ tho Hai Ba Trung lam chinh, Ma Vi¢n lam phu nhu & Mé Linh,
theo chinh Dror miéu t4) nhung trong ciu chuyén Ma Vién thi
khong. Khong c6 tu lidu cho thady Ma Vién gin b6 lau dai véi khu
vuc nay nhu Si Nhiép gin b voi Luy Lau, xay do thanh 16n, phat
trién né véi tu cach trung tam chinh tri, van hoa... Quan trong hon
c4, cac nha nudc phong kién Viét Nam, d6i voi Ma Vién ciing nhu
d6i voi ST Nhiép, chua timg c6 thai d¢ 1én an chinh thic theo kiéu
cach “Do¢ 1a ké xam lugc dang ghét da thay ddi tuc Viét theo tuc
Han”. Vay thi néu viéc thd M Vién timg phat trién manh mé ¢
Kinh do6 va tham chi Ma Vién timg la Thanh hoang thi khong c6 ly
gi sir sach, than tich lai khong c6 dau vét ghi chép lai.

Nhung ciing can néi rang motif ngya hay ngua trang, trong sy lién
két voi khu vyc sau nay 1a Thing Long, ciing chi tré nén ndi bat ké
tir khi vua Ly Thai T6 1én ngdi ndm 1009, mic du ciing c¢6 truyén
thuyét gan Dinh Tién Hoang voi than va dén Bach M3 (xem than
tich xa Pang X4 tong Kim Bang, AE.A13/15) va chi tiét than Tan
Vién cudi bach ma trong truyén thuyét Cao Bién ghi trong Linh Nam
chich qudi (cling sach nay ghi than Long P& cudi rong vang).

Trong thoi Béc thudc, hinh dnh gin véi vi Thanh hoang hay than
chi cia khu vye nay hon cé 1a hinh tuong rong. Ngay tir thoi Tay
Han, yéu té “rong” da gin vdi ving dat ndy qua nhimg ci tén Long
Uyén - EJ (tén ban dau cua Long Bién, da ton tai vao thoi dai cia
Ma Vién. Can ndi rang, néu Ma Vién di 1a Thanh hoang hodc déng
vai tro tuong duong thoi ky nay thi ching c6 1y gi ma khong chon
ngua thay vi rong, do “M&” vira 1a ho cia M3 Vién vira gan v6i ciu
n6i “Da ngya boc thay” ndi tiéng ctia 6ng), Long Chau #EJ, Long
Bién BE4W. Giao Chdu ngoai vuee ky, dan & Thiy kinh chii (Q. 37, tr.
87), viét rat 16 rang: “Nam Kién An thtr 23 (tirc 218), vi thay luc
bat dau 1ap chau, giao long ndm dan xen & hai bo Nam Béc, nén dbi
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tén Long Bién thanh Long Uyén (%% .+ =4 N2 86, IKHE
R4 T RE . AL, WORE TR DA AR 2 4 ).

Céc tén goi truyén thuyét nhu Long D3 hay Long Do ciing déu
gin voi “rong”. Theo tac gia Mai Hong dan Tran Vii qudn luc
A.1040 (Thu vién Vién Han Nom), Long D9 14 tén cua Long Bién tur
thoi Hung Vuong va ST Nhiép timg duoc phong Long D6 Dinh hau.

Tuy khong c6 nhéan xét tong quan vé tinh hinh tin ngudng & Viét
Nam, nhung cac ghi chép ciia mot sb gido si khac ciing rat dang
chi ¥ boi nhitng miéu ta ¢é tinh tryc quan qua ngudn vin ban viét
bang nhiéu tht tiéng. Chang han, truong hop Cristoforo Borri (co
khi dugc Anh-Latinh hoéa thanh Christopher Borrus hay
Christopher Borri, 1583-1632, mdt trong nhimg gi4o si du tién dén
Viét Nam, vao ndm 1616 ciing v6i hai gido s Dong Tén khac 1a
Francisco de Pina va Francesco Buzomi. Cong trinh quan trong cua
ong, trong d6 c6 ghi chép nhiéu vé xtr Pang Trong, 13 Relatione
della nuova missione delli P.P. della Compagnia di Gesu al Regno
della Cocincina, xuét hién & Rome vao khoang 1631, sau dugc dich
sang nhiéu thtr tiéng phuong Tay) qua nhiing trai nghiém tbt dep
ma ong c6 dugc & Quy Nhon, nhin nhan con ngudi Pang Trong
(Cochinchina) néi chung rét tich cuc “trong ban chit ty nhién cua
ho, ngudi Pang Trong 13 dan toc lich sy va kha ai nhét trong dan
chung cac quéc gia phuong Pong” (Borri 1819, tr. 784). Ong da
miéu ta rat chi tiét va séng dong dam tang 16ng iy xa hoa cua Tran
Duc Hoa, ngudi ma dan ching sau do ton tho nhu than linh, voi sy
khuyén khich cta chiia Nguyén. So sanh thai do ciia nha cam quyén
Tran Dtc Hoa - nguoi da ddi xtr rat lich sy va nf‘mg héu véi cac nha
truyén gido, cung cép nha &, xdy nha thd va cho phép ho tu do
truyén gido, v4i bo phan dan ching theo tin ngudng truyén thong
hay gidi ton gido truyén thong (cac ong sii dwoc moi dén sau khi
Tran Pac Hoa qua doi) - nhimg ngudi lo ngai cac nha truyén gido
mang theo han hdn va xui rui, nguoi nghién ctu c6 dugc nhiing
hinh dung cu thé hon vé khéng khi vin hoa-chinh tri thoi Trinh
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Nguyén: dong lyc chinh ding sau viéc cam dao khong phai luc niao
cling 12 ¥ mudn chu quan cta gi6i chinh tri. Luc bay gio cac chia &
hai Pang déu dang canh tranh v6i nhau trong viéc tranh anh hudng
clia ngudi ngoai quéc nhim xdy dung kinh té va duy tri bd may
chién tranh. Trin Pic Hoa 1a mot truong hop tiéu biéu nhung
khong phai 14 nha lanh dao duy nhat c6 tAm nhin da chu dong d6i
xtr 6n hoa véi nguoi ngoai qubc. Chinh Borri ciing ¥ thic duoc
diéu nay khi 6ng chti y dén hoat dong ngoai thuong dang rat soi noi,
hay quang canh kiém Katana nhap cua Nhat va ngua thi dau dau
ciing thdy trong nudc. Truong hop khac 1a tu vién truong Richard
(sinh khoang nim 1720), ngudi da dén Pang Ngoai rat lau sau
nhitng nhan vat néi ¢ trén va duong nhu 1a nguoi it kién thirc hon
nhimg nguoi di truée (Vi du, ong cho rang Lio Ti, hay Lao-kun
(trc Lio Quan) da x4y dung cac tin diéu ctia minh dwa trén sy pha
tron Phat gido va sy mé tin). Ong ciing dong ¥ rang, Pao Khong 1a
ton gido cao quy nhét trong Tam gido va hudng nguoi ta dén dao
dtrc. Quan sat cua Richard vé Phat gido kha thu vi: Richard nghi
rang, Phat gido 1a mot nhanh cb nhat va duoc biét dén rong rii nhat
trong ton gido tho than twong (ma 6ng goi 1a Qudc gido cuia Pang
Ngoai). Cac 6ng su (bonzes, ma c6 thé 1a cic ong sii, ong tir hodc
chirc sic cta dinh, dén, vi Richard khong phan biét Phét gido voi
tin ngudng thd than) khong c6 thai d6 chdng d6i voi Pao Chua, ma
ho coi Jesus la em Phat va do chéng lai anh nén bi Phat ra 1&énh
dong dinh 1én cay Thap tu (?!1?). Tuy do chinh x4c cta chi tiét nay
can duge xem xét k¥ (that kho tuong twong gidi ting ni lai miéu ta
Phat 14 nguoi ra 1énh sat sinh), nhung c6 thé thiy sau vai thé ky tiép
xtc v6i Cong gido, nhitng xu huéng tu tuéng mudn dong hoa, két
ndi Cong gido voi hé thdng tam linh tin ngudng co tir trude & ngudi
Viét dd nay sinh (¢ day 1a Dang Ngoai) va c6 thé day 1a mam mdng
cho dao Cao Pai sau nay (dén nam 1883, to Saturday Review of
Politics, Literature, Science and Art ciing cung cap mot thong tin
phan anh thai do bao dung véi Cong gido cua cac nha su: Cac nha
su ndi cho vua Minh Mang biét rang, gido Iy Pao Chiia kha gin véi
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gido 1y nha Phat. Co 18 cac tic gia nghe dugc diéu nay tir nhiing
ngudi Phap da sinh sdng va 1am viéc & Viét Nam nhu Chaigneau
ma ho c6 nhic trong bai (Xem: Saturday Review: Politics,
Literature, Science and Art, Vol. 56, tr. 632.)

Mot nha quan sat thé tuc rat dang cha ¥ trong thoi nay 1a Samuel
Baron, ngudi Ha Lan lai Bic Ha (Xem: Baron 1819, tr. 656-671).
Cubn sach cua éng: A4 Description of the Kingdom of Tonqueen
(thudng duoc dich 13 M6 ta vicong quoc Pdang Ngoai) hoan thanh
vao nam 1685. La nguoi Cong gido, 6ng c6 it nhidu thanh kién vai
cac ton gido cua ngudi Pang Ngoai ma nhin chung ong xép vao mé
tin. Nhung ong khong tin cong manh mé vao nhitng ngudi sang 1ap
hay nhan vt trung tim ctia Tam gido nhu cac gido si (6ng ciing gin
tin ngudng tho than clia nguoi Viét vao Phat gido va tin ngudng tho
t6 tién vao Khong gido, con Pao gido thi 6ng hiéu 1a ton gido cia
cac thiy phu thuy va nhitng nguoi hanh nghé xem béi). Ong ciing
c6 cam tinh v&i Khong T, mot triét gia cua “triét Iy dao dic”
(moral philosophy) chir khong phai mét nguoi sang lap ton gido.
biéu dang nd6i 1a Baron nhan thirc dugc va ton trong tinh than cua
tuc cung to tién cta nguoi Viét. Sau khi tham khao nghién ctru cua
tu si Calmet vé tuc dang d6 an cho ngudi chét, 6ng cho rang cac
nghi tiét cua tuc cing ngudi chét & Viét Nam ciing khong kém vin
minh so véi ngudi Hy Lap, La M3, hay Do Thai ¢d. Theo Baron,
nhirng nguoi c6 hiéu biét néi dang cung 1a thé hién tinh yéu va long
thanh kinh chtr khong phai vi nguoi chét can d6 an, hay su phuc vu.
Tir quan diém réat thé tuc, Baron nhin nhan cic Thay Bua (Thay-
Boo), Thiay Béi Toan (Thay-Boo-Twe)... nhu 1a nhimg ngudi loi
dung sy mé tin cua dan chung dé kiém tién, truc loi hon 1a nhing
nguoi di tuyén truyén mot thir gido 1y ma ho thuc sy tin tudng
cudng nhiét. Trong khi cac nha truyén dao, nhu da néi trén, thudng
lo ling cho hanh phiic tinh thin cta nguoi Viét va 1én an nhimg
ngudi th quy dit hay cong tac véi quy dir da gop phan dau doc dan
ching bang gido 1y sai tri, diéu Baron chong lai chu yéu la: sy
phién ha, khd s& do nghi 18 tang té qua rudm ra gy ra (Baron 1819,
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tr. 695), su vo ich ddi voi nguoi chét - tir géc d6 niém tin cta chinh
ngudi mé tin (“Toi s& khong mudn chét nhu ngudi Pang Ngoai dau,
vi khi séng t6i duoc dn ba bira mot ngay ma khi chét thi ca nim chi
dugc an mot bira” (tr. 697) va, duogc nhan manh hon c4, su ton kém
tién bac cho nhing ké lira dao (tr. 705-706).

2. Tinh thé tuc héa trong cic ghi chép vé thin linh va tin
ngudng ngudi Viét Nam trong thé ky XIX

Sang thé ky XIX, cac gido si van c6 nhiing quan sat vé than linh
va doi sdng tin ngudng cia Viét Nam, nhung ciing c6 ddu 4n cua
nhimg hoc gia thudc cac tang 16p khac nita. Thoi ky nay dd xudt
hién nhitng mé ta c6 tinh chét bao chi hodc nghién ctru thé tuc.

Mot ghi chép dén tir giao si thoi ky nay 1a cudn Histoire
ancienne et moderne de I'Annam, Tong-king et Cochinchine cua
Adrien Launay xuat ban ding vao nim Viét Nam roi vao thoi ky
Phap thudc (1884). Launay tiép tuc truyén thong phé phéan tin
ngudng ban xt, ca ngoi Cong gido. Nhung ong chi nhic luét qua
vé Phat gido, con cac ton gido, tin ngudng chinh & Viét Nam theo
ong 1a: Pao thd Troi (quan trong nhat, nhung chi danh cho vua),
Pao Khéng, Pao tho Thanh hoang va Pao tho td tién. Trong khi
theo Pai uy ngudi Anh, Charles Boswell Norman, trong cubn
Tonkin or France in the Far East (1884, tr. 28), Phat gido tuy pho
bién nhung ngudi ta ciing khong qua sing mot cach mu quang
(“The Tonkinois are not very bigoted in their religion”).

Tuy ghi chép vé su phd bién ctia Phat giao & cac tac gia nudc
ngoai (ciing nhu trong nuéc) dwong thoi khong dong nhat, nhung
c6 thé thay day khong con 1a thoi ky ma cac gido si bi choang ngop
boi “ddi thi ddng so” 1a Phét gido nita. Phat gido tuy bi bai bac
nhiéu vao thoi Lé So nhung dudi thoi Trinh - Nguyén von da c6 sy
phuc hung nhat dinh, song dén thoi nha Nguyén thi lai khong co sur
ung hd manh mé tu triéu dinh. Hon nira, trong tinh thé Phap da
chiém hoan toan thé chii dong & Viét Nam, du Launay khong nhic
dén yéu té nay, nhung 6ng da tuong twong kha tyr tin vé ngay Cong
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gi4o chiém uu thé va cac Thién than va Thanh ciia Cong gido thay
thé cac than linh ban dia (Launay 1884, tr. 151).

Cubn Journal of and Embassy to the Courts of Siam and
Cochin China (xuét ban nam 1830) cua John Crawfurd (1783 -
1868) - thay thudc, nha ngoai giao va tac gia ngudi Scotland, co
tinh chat ntra ky su ca nhan, nira khao ctru vé dia ly. Crawfurd co
nhan xét kha thu vi 1a nguoi Viét (Cochin China va Tonquin) cling
khong thanh tin trong chuyén tin ngudng lim (Crawfurd 1830, tr.
299): sy mé tin cua ho thi nhidu nhung vo hai; cac thay tu khong
¢6 quyén thé 16n ma nhu mot dang thay boi; ngudi ta tho nhitng vi
khong danh gia lim v&i muc tiéu xin x6 cac loi ich thé tuc chur
khong phai dén dé nghe giang vé dao dirc va gido ly; chi trong
chuyén tho kinh t6 tién (von duoc chinh quyén ap dit va coi 1a
mot nghia vu dao duc) 1a ho c6 mot thai d§ thanh khan that su.
Theo Crawfurd thi su thd Phat va theo Nho ciing giéng nhu Trung
qudc. Phat gido it ngudi tin, chu yéu 1a tang 16p dudi va phu ni,
khong duoc su hd trg cia chinh quyén.

Mot ngudi ghi chép kha cu thé vé doi séng tin ngudng Viét Nam
la nha bado Eugene Veuillot (1818-1895). Ban than 6ng la nguoi
Cong gido (cung véi nguoi anh cia 6ng lam chu bat mdt to bao
Cong gido 1a L'Univers), nén thai d6 cua ong ddi véi “ngoai dao”,
tuy ciing c6 y ché, nhung c6 phan nhe nhang va bét tu cao hon so
cac giao si. Trong cudn Le Tonkin et la Cochinchine (xuat ban lan
dau nam 1859), 6ng nhin nhan Lio T va Khong Tu nhu nhing
nha triét hoc di tim nhiing con dudng riéng cho minh va dong bao
trudc su suy vi vé chinh tri cia thoi dai: mot nguoi trong vi¢e dé ra
phuong thudc tinh thin va nguoi kia trong sy xay dung mot thir ton
gido tran tuc (Veuillot 1883, tr. 41). Ong tiép tuc truyén théng phé
phéan Phat gido, cu thé 1a vé viéc thuc hanh tin ngudng trong thuc té
1a khuyén khich sy tho than tugng. Vé gido 1y Phat gido, 6ng binh
luan tir goc d6 mot ngudi Cong gido thi kho 10ng chap nhan, tuy
vay Ong thira nhan hoi mia mai: “Céc ciu cu gido diéu trong kinh
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sach Phat gido thé hién ra mdt su khon ngoan ma bét ctr triét gia tu
san nao cling phai nguong mo” (Veuillot 1883, tr. 48).

C6 thé n6i v6i nhitng tac gia thé tuc nhu Crawfurd hay Veuillot,
trong ghi chép cta ho tuy c6 nhitng thanh kién nhét dinh (véi tu
cach 1a ngudi ty cho minh dén tir mot X s& vin minh hon, ciing
khong phai 13 diéu la v6i ngudi phuong Tay thoi d6, va nodi chung
thi ciing dé gip & nhimg ngudi trong thdi ky trude nim 1945),
nhung ghi chép co tinh truc quan cia ho cling 1a dang quy. Qua do,
cling c6 thé thdy duoc phan nao su thay doi ciia cac cong dong tin
ngudng dudi thoi Nguyén - thoi dai ma hé théng xa hoi Nho gido
duoc kh'fmg dinh, khong mét vi than nao cé anh hudng 16n XuAt
hién (nhu Liéu Hanh vao thoi L8). Cac kinh giang bt cta than tién
kha ning nhiing giao diéu Nho gido dugc phd bién rong rii: viéc
nhan dan co6 thai do tho o véi nhitng sy kién tin ngudng hay kinh
sach, gido diéu nao d6 d3 mat di cai tu nhién dan gian, nhu
Crawfurd cam nhan cling 1a diéu c6 thé hiéu duge. Theo Cao Tu
Thanh, duéi thoi Nguyén, Nho gido quan phuwong da dan dan quay
lai khudn kho chinh thdng, xa roi thir Nho gido dan gian héa, dua
dén sy bé tic cua y thirc hé chinh théng (Cao Ty Thanh 2010). Pic
biét, “Nho hoc quan phuong thdi Nguyén ma dic biét 1a tr doi
Minh Mang lai hudéng hoat dong gido duc vao con duong dao tao
doi ngli quan lai thtra hanh, nén da xdy ra tinh hinh 4p dat cac
chuan muc chinh tri vao dao duc va my hoc” (Crawfurd dat chan
dén Viét Nam dtng vao thoi Minh Mang, nam 1821). Tat nhién,
khong khi tin ngudng ¢ mot ving, mot khu vyc van hoa cu thé, 1a
hién twong twong d6i, va Crawfurd ciing chua hin dd tham nhap
sau, tiép can moi vung dat cua Viét Nam dé danh gia d?ly dua.
Nhung & mét chimg myc nhét dinh, nha nghién ctru ngy nay can
tham khao nhirng ngudi chimg kién truc tiép (tat nhién 1a theo chu
quan cua ho). Nhitng ghi chép c6 tinh nua ky sy, nua khdo ciru &
thé ky XIX ciing 1a sy mé duong cho nhiing nghién ctru chuyén sau
vé Viét Nam ciia cac hoc gia Phap trong thé ky XX. Veuillot sing
dao hon Crawfurd, nhung ¥ kién cta hai 6ng kha giéng voi cach
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tiép can ctia Samuel Baron trudc ddy: ngay trong nhing hién tuong
ma ho phan ddi thi ho ciing thudng nhin nhan van dé & goc do thé
tuc va nhan thuc cac dong co, nhu cAu thé tuc trong sy van dong
clia cac tin ngudng (nhu viéc Veuillot so sanh triét Iy Phat gido voi
triét 1y ctia triét gia tw san) hon 1a chi tim giai cru nhimg ngudi bi
bong t6i bao phu khoi quy.

Céc cong trinh nghién ciru ¢ tinh hoc thut va anh huéng dén
thoi sau 16 rét dau tién vé than linh va tin ngudng Viét Nam 1a cac
cong trinh cta nha ngdn ngit hoc va khao ¢d hoc Etienne Aymonier
(1844 - 1929), mét trong nhitng chuyén gia dau tién vé Khmer va
Champa. Ong dén Sai Gon niam 1869 va trong hai nam tiép theo da
danh thoi gian tim hiéu cac van dé lich st va dan toc hoc cua Viét
Nam, dac bi¢t & nguoi Khmer. Tur 1885, 6ng quay trd lai va thyc
hién khéo ctru, tong hop vé cac cong trinh kién trac Cham & Binh
Thuan. Ong lay vo nguoi Chiam. Nhitng cong trinh nhu Les
Tchames et leurs religions (E. Leroux, 1891), The History of
Tchampa (the Cyamba of Marco Polo, Now Annam Or Cochin-
China(Oriental University Institute, 1893) 1a nhiing khdo ctru sau
vé tin ngudng tho Po Nagar, vé sy xam nhdp cua Islam gido vao
Chim, vé cic vi thin An Do dugc tho & ngudi Chim. Sau
Aymonier, nhiéu nha nghién ctru vé Champa va ngudi Khmer 1a
nhitng nha nghién ctru vé nén van minh An P9 ¢6 xu huéng nhin
nhan than thanh va vin héa Cham hoan toan 1a bién thé cua vin hoa
An (b6 qua cic 16p ban dia) (xem Tran&Lockhart 2011, tr. 5-6).
Gan day, cac nha nghién ctru hién dai vé Champa va Khmer ké
thira nhiéu & Aymonier ca vé thanh qua lan phuong phap nghién
ctru két hop khao cd, ngon ngtr hoc, dan toc hoc va str hoc, déng
thoi ¢6 “cap nhat” mot s6 két luan cia ong.

Trong thé ky XIX, kién thirc vé& Viét Nam, ngudi Viét Nam noi
chung va doi séng tin ngudng ctia ngudi Viét Nam néi riéng da dén
v6i ngudi phuong Tay ¢ chinh qubc qua cac tir dién bach khoa thu.
Nbi dung phan 4nh qua cac cong trinh nay vé tin ngudng va than
linh ¢ Viét Nam (dugc goi dudi cai tén Annam hodc Cochinchina,
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Cochinchine - dén thoi ky nay duge mé rong dé chi lanh thd bao
gdm ca Pang Trong va Pang Ngoai) noi chung khong dong nhat.
Nhirng miéu ta tuong ddi phd bién 1a véi nguoi An Nam thi tang
16p duéi theo Phat gido, tang 16p trén theo Khéng gido nhung it
nguoi sung dao, ¢ lang thi tho Thanh hoang, khong cé nguoi Tin
lanh nhung c¢6 ngudi Cong gido (cu thé 1a 420.000 ngudi) va ho
thuong 14 ddi twong bi dan ap, cim ghét clia chinh quyén va dan
chang (The Encyclopedia of Missions cua Rev. Edwin Munsell
Bliss, tr. 88; Encyclopedie Du Dix-Neuvieme Siecle: Repertoire
Universel Des Sciences Des Lettres, tr. 141. Encyclopaedia
Americana, tap 3 cting c6 nhan xét vé tinh hinh phan bd Phat giao,
Khong giao nhur trén nhung nhdn manh hon nita rang, khong c6 ton
gido c6 to chirc (established religions) va hé thong duy nhit c6 quy
cti 6n dinh 13 sy thd cing ngudi chét (Bradford & Vethake 1851, tr.
281). Chamber’s Encyclopedia: A dictionary of Universal
Knowledge for the People (tr. 15) thi miéu ta: “Phan 16n tho Thanh
hoang (tutelary deities), ting 16p trén theo Khdng gido va Phat ciing
duogc chdp nhan”. Bén canh d6 c6 420.000 ngudi Cong gido.
Encyclopaedia Britannica ban in nam 1854 (Traill 1854, tr. 49-50)
miéu ta: phan 16n dan chung theo Phat gido dudi dang thd than
tuong, dan chung mé tin, quan tim dén cac than tuong (idols) va
cac trd boi toan, voi mot nén vin hoa bién thé cua vin hoa Trung
Quéc (Tur dién nay cho rang, nguoi Viét va ngén ngit Viét co
ngudn goc tir Trung Qudc). Cudn A Theological Dictionary nim
1807 va Fessenden & Co.’s Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge,
xuat ban nim 1837, c¢6 quan diém cb vii Tan gido, da thé hién mot
quan diém khé tha vi, du c6 tinh ha thdp Phat gido: Phat gido, ton
gido phd bién & Tonkin va Cochin-China rat gidng Cong gido ca vé
quy ct tu hanh 1an cach thirc hoat dong noéi chung - cac nha su song
doc than ca doi, thue hanh sy sam héi, giup rtra t0i cho nguoi theo
dao va nhan su cung ung tur ho, con cac ni la cong déng trinh nir va
ba goa di thé nguyén va thuc hanh theo dao; gidi ting ni khong
hiéu y nghia thyc sy trong cac biéu tugng tin ngudng ciia ho ma chi
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biét dén khia canh tho cing bén ngoai (external forms of worships),
tuc sy tho cung than tuong (Buck 1969, tr. 131, muc tir “Bonzes”;
Brown & déng su 1837, tr. 255). Nhu vay, y niém cua cic nha
truyén gido thé hé De Rhodes vé& Pao Trong va Pao Ngoai trong
Phét gido (v6i Dao Ngoai 1a sy thd cing than tuong) di truyén vé
nudc Anh, duoc tiép nhan va xuét hién trong cac cong trinh Xuét
ban & London va Philadelphia tir dau thé ky XIX.

Trong sb cac tir dién trén, cubn Encyclopédie des sciences
religieuses chita dung nhiéu thong tin nhét va kién thic siu sic
nhat. Tap 3 (Lichtenberger 1878, tr. 238-239) cung cap mot cai
nhin khai luoc vé tin ngudng ¢ Viét Nam (duoc goi 1a Indochine
hoic Annam): phan 16n dan ching theo Phat gido, mot s ngudi
theo Khong gido, cong véi 500.000 ngudi theo Cong gido (Cubn
nay nhan xét rang trir nguoi Moys (moi?) di man, con thi cac sic
dan khac, co 18 gbc gac tir ngudi Trung Qudc va Campuchia khong
tién hanh chién tranh tin ngudng). Tap 4 cua bd sich nay
(Lichtenberger 1879, tr. 712) b sung rang nhimg ngudi tang 16p
cao theo Pao gido hoic Khong gido, con nguoi mién Trung la
nhimg tin d6 Islam gido cudng nhiét (co 1& y nodi ngudi Cham?).
Tap 10 néu rang, c6 nhidu bd lac dd man déu 1a ngudi theo di gido
(paien), mot s6 theo Phat gido - “ton gido cua tat ca nhimg nguoi
Poéng Duong van minh” (Lichtenberger 1881, tr. 60). Can no6i thém
rang, phan 16n cac bach khoa thu noi trén déu miéu ta dan toc tinh
cua nguoi Viét Nam kha tich cuc, it bach khoa thu miéu ta nguoi
Viét 12 dd man. Sach nay thé hién cam tinh véi cac gido 1y chinh
thong cta Phat gido, nhung phé phan sy thyc hanh Phat gido ¢
Pong Nam A 13 di qua d& dai cho phép viéc hoa dong véi cac tin
ngudng di gido da than, v&i myc tiéu truyén dao cho dé (mot chién
lrge ma Lichtenberger va cong su nhan dinh rang, Cong gido, qua
De Rhodes, ciing ap dung), din dén nhing viéc nhu vua Thibau &
Birmanie (Myanmar) da dua ra nhiitng ménh 1énh trai lai hoan toan
tinh than co ban cua Phat gido (Lichtenberger 1881, tr. 61). C6 thé
thay, trong truong hop nay, cac tic gia, véi nhin quan khoa hoc, da
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vuot qua nhiéu dinh kién vé ton gido va ching toc dé nhin nhan
Phat gido noi riéng va thé giéi tim linh ctia ngudi chau A néi chung
mot cach khach quan va sau sic hon. Mic du véy, van co tu duy uu
tién ton gido nhat than (monotheism) so v&i ton gido da than
(polytheism).

C6 thé noi, sang thé ky XIX, tinh chét thé tuc trong nhiing ghi
chép da tang l1én nhiéu. Trir mot sé nha truyén dao nhu Adrien
Launay, con muyc dich cta nhimg nguoi ghi chép vé Viét Nam
thuong 1a dem kién thirc méi vé phuong Tay thay vi tao ra thay d6i
truc tiép 0 Viét Nam (néu nhu ho co phﬁn nao thai do cua nha thuc
dan thi y thirc d6 ciing khong rd rét va y d6 cua ho ciing khong truc
tiép). Bén canh d6, ho duoc ké thira cac ghi chép cua cac gido si di
truge. Do d6, thai do ciia nha ghi chép c6 mot sy can bang hon va
c¢6 khoang cach nhat dinh di v6i d6i tugng khao ciru. Ngay ca khi
cac dinh kién hay sy nham 13n (do thiéu tiép c4n ngudn kién thirc
hay do thién kién) thi sy da dang vé quan diém & thé ky XIX ciing
16n hon nhiéu so vai thoi ky trude do.

Két ludn

Viéc mot nguoi tir mot noi xa x6i dén mot dat nudc xa la, thiéu
kién thirc vé ngdn ngi, lich sir va vin héa, tu tim hiéu va dua ra
nhimg danh gia dbi véi dan toc khac trong nhitng van dé phirc tap
vé ton gido thi khong bao gio don gian (¢ chidu nguoc lai, cling co
thé thay diéu nay trong cach vua toi nha Nguyén binh luin vé Cong
gido qua chinh str). Téi cho rang, ddi v6i nhitg quan sat va ghi
chép nhu vy, du co sai léch hay “bat thuong”, ciing khong nén
duoc d6i xu theo hudéng phu nhan hoan toan (hodc nguoc lai la
cong nhan tuyét d6i), ma can c6 cach xir 1y, duc rat cé chon loc, voi
tinh than khoa hoc va thai do bao dung. O mot khia canh khac,
nhimg quan sat da phuong, du ding dan hay sai léch thanh kién,
trong giai doan thé gioi bat dau hoi nhap thuong dua dén nhimng
ung xu van héa va chinh tri cu thé ciia mot dan toc nay ddi voi dan
toc kia, tir 46 din dén nhimng thay ddi lich st sau nay mot cach té
nhi va tir tir. Bai viét nay chi néu 1én mot cach so luge su thay déi
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cach nhin cta ngudi phuong Tay ddi voi than linh va tin ngudng
Viét Nam tir thé ky XVII dén thé ky XIX. Dang sau d6 con nhiéu
van d& phuc tap dbi v6i mdi nghién ctru riéng biét va can co thém
nhiéu nghién ctru chuyén sau. /.
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Abstract

DEITIES OF THE VIETNAMESE
THROUGH SOURCES OF WESTERNERS
BEFORE THE TWENTY CENTURY

Nguyen Thi Anh Thu
Institute of Sino - Nom
Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences
Based on prominent sources written in Chinese characters,
English, French, and Vietnamese, this article presents an overview
of Westerners’ comments on deities, religions, and beliefs practiced
in Vietnam including Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, ancestor
worship, etc. The sources can be divided into two periods: 1) The
period from the seventeenth to the eighteenth century consisted of
major records of missionaries who basically considered religions
and beliefs of the Vietnamese as an obstacle needed to overcome in
the evangelization; 2) The period of the nineteenth century included
notes and studies from a secular perspective with the authors such
as missionaries, diplomats, journalists, scientists.

Keywords: Deity; the Vietnamese; Westerner.



