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NGHIEN CUU VEDA CUA SRI AUROBINDO TRONG BOI
CANH CAC NGHIEN CUU LAY CHAU AU LAM TRUNG TAM

Tém tit: Vedas la suéi nguon cia truyén thong An Po. An P
dd bao ton truyén thong truyén khau ciia Vedas khéng bi gidn
doan trong nhiéu thién nién ky qua va tiép tuc bdo ton cang
nhiéu thién nién ky nita cang tot. Pong thoi, An D di phdi
dwong dau véi ca Islam gido va Kité gido ciia chdau Au tan
cong dir doi trong linh viee van héa. Quan diém ldy chau Au
lam trung tam da tac dong dén viéc nghién ciru nhiéu van ban
¢6 xwa cia An P, bao gém ca Vedas. Triét hoc va than hoc
phuong Tay, véi tw cdch quyén uy t6i cao ciia ché dg thudc
dia, da dong mot vai tro quan trong trong viéc dinh hinh cac
dién giai Vedas dinh hwéng phwong Péng hoc trong 300 ndam
qua vé hoc thudt. Bai viét nay c¢é gdng thé hién tw tuong
nghién citu cuia Yogi Sri Aurobindo trong viéc phdt trién phan
vng ciia An Dé doi véi quan diém phé bién hién cé vé cdc dic
diém ciia Vedas.
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Gioi thiéu

Diém quan trong cta Vedas nam & sy két nbi voi cac huyén
thoai, biéu tugng, tor nguyén cia nd6 da dugc Ananda
Coomarawamy thdo ludn mdt cach dang khen ngoi trong A New
Apporoach to the Vedas - Mot cdach tiép cin Vedas méi'. O day,
chung t6i trinh bay mot vai nhan xét ban dau cua cac nha nghién

" TS., Hoc gia vé Hindu gido; Giam dbc Trung tdm Vin héa Swami
Vivekananda, Ha Noi.
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ctru chiu Au vé Vedas va sy phan hdi cia mot s6 nha hién triét An
Do ndi tiéng theo truyén théng Hindu.

Jnana’ thuong duge giai thich theo nhiing cach khac nhau boi
cac samskritis (nén vin hoa) khac nhau theo cach riéng ctia chiing’.
Khi phong tuc va cac nén vin hoa dung d véi nhau trong thoi ky
thuc dan va cac giai doan khé khin ctia mdi xa hoi, viéc tranh luan
va trao d6i kién thurc s& khong phai 1a gitra cic nén vin héa binh
déng v6&i nhau ma la gitra thye dan va nguoi bi cai tri. Khai niém vé
sw trao doi s& khong phai 1a mét samvad - mdt cude dbi thoai binh
dang ma 13 sy truyén gido mot cach tuw nhién ma nhing ké thuc dan
s& 1a nguoi dua duong dan 16i, cu thé & day 1a chinh quyén chau Au
trong bdi canh cua bai nghién ciru nay dé thé hién long tot va “ganh
ning cua ngudi da tring”™ (White Man’s Burden) d6i véi ngudi An
b§ trong cac linh vuc khac nhau cua Jrana.

1. Nhirng nghién ciru ctia cac hoc gia thoi thuc dia

An Do da d6i mat thanh cong véi cac cuong qudc thuc dan trong
cac cudc xam lugc cua ngudi Arab, ngudi Thd Nhi Ky, nguoi
Islam gido trong thé ky 10-16° va dic biét 1a thyc dan Anh trong
thé ky 17-20. Bai viét nay tap trung vao thoi ky thuc dan Anh xam
chiém An D¢ (1600-1947) va trong giai doan 347 niam nay, mot sb
sT quan, nha khéo sét, hoc gia Co doc giao® (dao Tin Lanh va Cong
gi40) va tay sai cia Pé quéc Anh di nghién ctru vé Pao Phap
Sanatana hodc Hindu gido trén nhiéu khia canh. Ho d3 tim théy co
hoi dé ap dung cac hé théng moi thiét 1ap, nhu: Nhan chung hoc’
(1647), Triét hoc, Nghién ctru Tén gido khi nghién ctru tin dd
Hindu gido va cac thanh dién cta ho. Trong hon ba trim nam, chau
Au d3 “hinh thanh” cic nghién ctru vé Hindu gido, bao gdm: nghé
thuat, kién trGc, dén tho, chir khéc, tién xu, doi sdng lang xi va
thanh phd, hé thong gia dinh, Jati (hé thong ding cdp theo nghé
nghiép), Varna (dang cap), Ashrama (4 giai doan trong cudc doi
ctia nguoi Balamén), Dharmashastra (mot thé loai van ban than
hoc tiéng Phan, dé cap dén cac chuyén luan (Shastras) cua Hindu
gido vé Pao Phap, luat phap, nudc va hé théng thuy loi, gido duc
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truyén théng, nghién clru ngoén ngilt, tr vung, lich sir van hoc, lich
st chinh tri, ban d6 hoc. Cac nghién ctru ndy vé ban chét va cha
yéu bao gdm nghién ctru vé Vedas khi tri tué ciia Hindu gido rut ra
nhiéu goi y va hudéng din tir Vedas cho ca cudc sdng aihika - tran
tuc va adhyatmika- thiéng liéng®.

2. Mt vai nhin dinh vé Vedas ciia cac hoc gia chau Au

Swami Prakashananada Saraswathi di ky cong suu tim nhiing
nhan xét vé cac vin ban Hindu ciia nhiéu hoc gia ldy chau Au lam
trung tdm va thé hién nghién ctru ctia minh trong tic pham dugc
cha y 1a Lich sit va tén gido cia An PG, Tir dién bdach khoa ngdn
gon vé Hindu gido dich thuwc (The True History and Religion of
India, A Concise Encyclopedia of Authentic Hinduism).

Vao thang 1 nam 1784, Hiép hdi A chdu Bengal dugc thanh 1ap
tai Calcutta dudi sy bao trg cua Warren Hastings (1732-1818) va
William Jones (1746-1794) duoc b6 nhiém 1am Chu tich’. Hiép hoi
da ra mat Tap chi Nghién ciru chdu A (Asiatic Researches Journal)
dé xuat ban cac bai viét vé ton gido so sanh, nghién ctru ngdn ngit
so sanh cua Hy Lap, La Ma va An Db.

Viéc xuét ban mot bai bao cua William Jones trong Asiatic
Researches Vol. 1, 1788 da mé duong cho nghién ctru méi vé ton
gido An D6 cua cac hoc gia chau Au. Tap nay ding mot bai tiéu
luén c6 anh huong dén cac hoc gia thé hé ké tiép, cac tac gia nghién
ctru triét hoc va ton gido vé Hindu gido.

Trong cudn sach cta minh, Trdn chién vi tiéng Phan - Battle for
Sanskrit, 6ng Rajiv Malhotra di chi ra rang, vai trd cta thir chinh tri
vin hoa do bo d6i Jones-Hastings thu vai khi bat dau thiét 1ap 16i miéu
ta, tuong thuat kiéu chau Au cho cac nghién ctiru vé Hindu gido.

Céc tac gia cua thé ky 18 dd nghién ciru Vedas va Than tich
Puranas cia An Do, Ramayana, Mahabharatha duéi con mét caa
chu nghia thuyc dan. H. H. Wilson (1786-1860) trong ban dich
Vishnu Purana (1832) 1én an cic nhan vat trong cac thin tich
[puranasa] “co tinh cach cua ké trom hodc ké mao danh. Cac van
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ban géc khong ton tai, do do tit ca chung déu duogc bia dit va
khong c6 tinh xac thue”'. Ban dich cta 6ng 1a ban dich qua ngon
ngit chau Au ddu tién cua Vishnu Purana. Ong d3 dua ra nhimng
nhan xét “ngdc nghéch” vé cac Than tich Puranas cia Hindu gido,
nhu: Garuda Purana, Agni Purana, Brahmaivarta Purana. Trong
phan gi6i thidu vé Vishnu Purana, Wilson c6 ging chimg minh
rang, Agni Purana c6 ngudn gbc gin day va mé ta no bang nhimng
161 nhu sau: “Ddc tinh c6 tinh bach khoa toan thu cuia Agni Purana,
nhu ndé dugc mod ta hién nay, loai tror nd khéi moi tuyén bd hop
phap duoc coi 1a mot than tich va chimg minh ring ngudn gbc ciia
n6 khong thé 1a tir rit xa xua”''. Theo truyén thong, 18 Puranas
dugc coi 1a “tam kinh 1ap” ctia Vedas'?, noi nguoi ta thuat lai triét
1y cao xa cua Vedas dudi dang chuyén ké danh cho ngudi binh
thuong va Wilson gat béd mot Purana quan trong khoi danh sach
nhiing Purana nay.

F. Max Muller (1823-1900) 1a tac gia quan trong nhat di dich
Rig Veda sang tiéng Anh va 6ng la bién tip vién cua sé-ri danh
tiéng ctia thé ky 19 “Sacred Books of the East” - Nhitng cuén sdach
thiéng ciia phiwong Péng. Ong da dich Rig Veda (1856) va thai do
hoc thuat ctia ong ta ddi voi Vedas rat thu dich va khong khoa hoc.
Mot vai vi du co thé duoc dua ra thong qua nhitng 1a thu ma ong da
viét cho v, me ciia minh va cho nhiéu hoc gia, bao gém ca
Chevalier Busen, Tién si Milman (Trudong khoa tai truong St.
Paul), Cong tudc Argyll; thu gii Tién si John Marshall, bién tap
vién cubn Original Sanskrit Texts - Cdc van bdn tiéng Phan goc,
hodc Origin and History of the People of India - Nguon géc va lich
st ciia ngwoi An D, Nghién ctru Vedas va truyén ba Kitd giao 1a
nhitng chii dé thudng xuyén ciia nhing 1a thu nay.

Trong thoi gian dich Vedas, Muller da viét mot 14 thu cho vo
“_.. Anh cam thay bi thuyét phuc, mic
du anh s& khong song dé thay diéu do, rang phién ban ndy cia anh
va ban dich Vedas s& néi 1én rat nhiéu vé sb phan cua An Do, va
vé sy phat trién cta hang triéu linh hon ¢ dit nudc d6. Po chinh 1a

minh tr Oxford nhu sau:
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gbc 18 t6n gido cua ho, va chi cho ho thiy gbc r& d6 1a gi. Anh
cam thay chic chén, 13 cich duy nhit dé nhé bat tit ca nhiing gi
da nay sinh tir n6 trong sudt 3.000 nim qua (ngay 9 thang 12 nim
1867)".

a) “Nhiéu 1an t6i d3 duoc hoi Vedas 1a gi? Tai sao n6 nén dugc
cong bd? Nhimng gi ma chung ta ¢6 thé hoc dugc tir mot cudn sach
duoc sang tac gﬁn bdn ngan nam trudc, va dy dinh tu dau cho mot
cuoc dua chéng c6 ich loi gi véi nhitng ké ngoai dao va man ro” !,
Ong coi Yajna (tir dich tho, khong chinh xac) 1a Hién sinh, khong
phai la cach dich phu hgp méac du no6 thuong dugc stir dung gitra cac
hoc gid, va mo ta 1& hién sinh theo cach nhu sau:...

b) Trong cudn sach cua minh Physical Religion - Tén gido thé
chdt (1890), trong lan thuyét giang thir 5, Max Muller da bay t6
muc tiéu nghién cou Vedas va diéu nay da nhan dugc sy phan
hdi tryc tiép tir Sri Aurobindo sau vai thap nién: “Péi tuong cua
t6i trong viéc trich dan nhitng doan nay chi don gian 1a dé thé
hién mirc d6 thap kém cua tu tuéng Vedas. Khong c6 mot nén
vin hoc nao khic ma ching ta tim thdy mot ky luc vé thoi tho au
thuc sy cua thé gidi khi duoc so sanh voi Vedas. That d& dang dé
go1 nhitng 101 ndi nay la tré con va vo 1y. Ching that tré con va
vo 1y”P.

¢) “Hién sinh 13 mot nghé nghiép rat ty nhién ddi voi nhimg ké
man 1o thoi Veda nhu né duge thyc hanh trong nhiing ké man ro
hién nay” (sdd. Chuong III, trang 48, 52, 55). Max Muller goi céc
Rishis Veda 13 nhitng ké man ro trong khi cho dén ngay nay, ho
duoc ton sung nhu nhitng nguoi nhin xa trong rong boi hang tri¢u
ngudi Hindu va duge nhiéu hoc gia khac vé van hoa An Do ton
trong. C6 rt nhiéu cau nhu vay trong phan 16n “cac nghién ctru vé
Vedas” do Max Muller viét ra. Truéc khi chuyén dén quan diém
ctia phia An Do va nhitng nguoi chau Au khac vé Vedas sau Max
Muller, cin phai néu bat mot tuyén bd cua Muller vé Vedas: “Mot
s6 luong 16n cac bai thanh ca Vedas c¢6 tu duy nhu 14 tré con trong
su cuc ky té nhat, trinh do thép, tam thuong... Toi nhéc ban mot 1an
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nita rang Vedas chtra dyng rat nhiéu diéu tré con va ngu ngbc...”
(Sach da dan, Ch. 1, tr.26, 27).

3. B6i canh dé hiéu cach tiép cin truyén thong ciia ngudi An
Do doi véi Vedas

D6i voi nhitng tam tri khong thé tiép can véi nhimng ¥ nghia bi
mat, than cht va yoga, phan Gmg nhu vay 1a ty nhién. Truyén théng
An D6 khong hé mé Vedas cho tit ca moi ngudi va chi mé ra cho
tat ca nhimng ai 13 adhikari, nhimg ngudi ¢ kha nang thau hiéu
Vedas. O An D9, n6 van va s& 1 bdt budc hang dau phai hoc céac
nhanh kién thtc co lién quan nhu shiksham'®, vyakarna'
chandas'®,  jyotishya', kalpa®™, nirukta®’ trude khi hoc Vedas.
Ngay ca dé hoc dudi chan cua dao su, mot ph?m clia bat ky mdt
nhanh nao clia Vedas, cling phai mét tdi thiéu 12 nam, diéu rat kho
thuc hién trong bdi canh hién dai.

Nhiéu ngudi An D da bi anh hudng boi loai hoc thuat con rat
non nét nady cua Max Muller va tham chi con ca nggi 6ng ta. Trong
bai viét niy, quan diém cua Max Muller cing véi cac quan diém
khac cua cac tac gia ldy chau Au lam trung tim vé Vedas da dugc
dua ra dé dit nén tang lich sir - triét hoc cho thiy tim quan trong
cua cac 1ap luan cua Swami Vivekanandas va Sri Aurobindo trai
nguoc v6i quan diém cua William Jones, Max Muller va cac tac gia
phuong Tay khéc.

Thé ky XX chimg kién nhiéu yogis va rishis vi dai & An 0. Sri
Ramakrishna Paramhamsa, Maharshi Dayananada, Swami
Vivekaknada, Sri Aurobindo, Ramana Maharshi, Kavya kantha
Vasishtha Ganapati Muni, T.V. Kapali Sastri da giai thich ¥ nghia
sdu sic cuaVedasqua sy nghién ctru va kién thirc siu rong cua ho.

Sri Aurobindo dugc sinh ra ¢ tinh Bengal trong thoi ky thudc
dia, dugc gido duc thong qua cac phuong phap gido duc hién dai
nhung da phat trién kién thirc phuong Tay / Kitd gido trén nén tang
vimg chéc cta tu tuong Hindu - Vedas. Didu nay phéan biét 6ng voi
nhimg ngudi duong thoi tai An Do khac, nhitng ngudi co nén tang
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vimg chic vé Vedanta, Jain giao (Ky Na gido) hodc cac
sampradayas® khac nhung khoéng c6 nén tang than hoc Kitd gido.
Giéng nhu cac thuat nglr “ton gido”, “thanh ca”, thanh dién, thanh
thu c6 mot sy két hop rat cu thé trong ca truyén thong than hoc
Kitd gido va ngudi Do Thai, cac hoc gia chau Au da nghién ciu
Vedas cua tin ddHindu giao va phan loai Vedas theo nhitng pham
tri ndy. Do d6, néu Aurobindo ap dung cac thuat ngit nay trong cac
bai phat biéu va bai viét cua 6ng thi d6 1a nham giup cac doc gia da
bi Tay héa dé linh hoi hon.

Sri Aurobindo d3 dén thim va & lai phuong Tay. Ong hoc &
Luan Doén gan 14 nam (1879-1893). Ong rat thanh thao vé van hoc,
lich st, kién truc, triét hoc va than hoc chau Au. Do d6, d6i v6i 6ng
kién thirc phuong Tay, x4 hoi, triét hoc khong phai 1a méi vi ong da
gip nhitng khia canh d6 thuc té & cAp d6 kinh nghiém truéc khi
nghién ctru van hoc ¢d dién An Do.

4. Tranh luin ciaa Sri Aurobindo vé Vedas

Sri Aurobindo 1a “nguoi dbi thoai toan hao béng tiéng Phan,
tiéng Hy Lap, tiéng Latinh, tiéng Phap, tiéng Bengali, v.v... Ong co
du kha ning dé dwa ra nhimng 15i tuyén bd c6 tham quyén va dang
tin cay theo tu duy so sanh”?. Ong 1a bac thay vi dai vé triét hoc va
1a mot Yogi bac cao trong nhiéu thap nién vé sadhana - thuc hanh
tam linh. Pay 1a mot su két hop hiém hoi khi mét thanh nién c6 hoc
van phuong Tay hién dai bién ddi 180 d¢ thanh mot hanh gia hoan
toan va thuc hanh cac trai nghiém yoga cta minh va viét dong thoi
vé trai nghiém ctia minh 14n kiém tra ching dudi anh sang ctia than
cht Veda cua Vasishtha®®, Vamamdeva, Atri, Gritsamada® va thé
hién Vedas b?mg tiéng Anh rét trau chudt. Ong la mdt hién tugng
ctia thé ky 20 vi m6 hinh Veda-Yoga duogc phat trién boi chinh nha
tién tri Sri Aurobindo.

Theo Sri Aurobindo: Archives and Research - Sri Aurobindo:
Tai liéu luu trit va nghién cuu cua Pondicherry Ashram viéc doc
Vedas cua Sri Aurobindo da dugc mé rong. Tur nhitng thong tin con
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sot lai trong s6 ghi chép cuia dng cho thdy dng coi viéc thyc hanh
pravacana 13 mot phan sadhana ciia minh. Do6i khi 6ng gitt mot ban
ghi chép can than vé su tién bd cua minh, vi du: Toan bd mandala
thr chin da dugc doc trong bbn ngay cua thang 5 nam 19147

4.1. Trong thoi gian bi bi¢t giam tai nha tu Alipore, nha cach
mang Sri Aurobindo d4 dugc Swami Vivekananda “dén tham”. Sau
do, ong tron thoat dén Pondicherry, mot thudc dia cua Phap va bét
dau Yoga sadhana nghiém tic. Trong thoi ky nay, ong da viét
nhiéu vé Vedas va nghién ctiru Vedasvéi mot nha tho theo chu nghia
dan toc vi dai nguoi Tamil 1a Subramnya Bharathi. Ong da phat
trién tam nhin cua riéng minh vé Vedas va két hop cac nghién ctru
vé Vedas voi sadhana - Thanh tuu phdp. Trong thoi gian tir nim
1914-1920, ong da viét cac bai tiéu luan vé Vedas véi tiéu dé Bi
mdt cua Vedas dang trén tap chi ra hang thang Arya va da c6 dong
gop dot pha cho cac nghién ciru vé Vedas tir quan diém cta nguoi
An Do. Ong da dat cau hoi mot cach thang than vé nhiing 1y thuyét
ntra voi dugc dua ra boi cac tac gia dau tién cia chau Au.

“Vedas 1a Loi ma cac nha tién tri ban ddu khdm pha ra Chan
1y,nhitng 161 d6 dugc che phit boi nhitng hinh anh va biéu twong ma
sau d6 chinh 13 ¥ nghia huyén bi ctia cudc séng. PO chinh 1a mot
kham pha thiéng liéng va tiét 16 tiém ning cua tir nay (Vedas); vé
kha ning sang tao va tiét 16 bi 4n ctia n6, né khong phai 1a mot tir
c6 tinh logic va ly luan hay tri thong minh mang tinh m¥y hoc, ma la
101 n6i ¢6 nhip diéu truc quan va truyén cam htng, 1a than chu.
Hinh anh va huyén thoai dugc sir dung mét cach tu do, khong phai
1a mot sy mé dam trong tri twdéng twong, ma 1a nhitng cau chuyén
ngu ngdn va biéu twong cua nhing thir rat that dbi voi nguoi néi va
khong thé tim thay hinh dang than thiét va co tinh ban dia cta ho
trong cach noéi, va chinh tri tuéng tuong la mot dao si cua mot thuc
tai 16n hon nhiing ai di gip g& va nhan thiy no...””.

O day, theo Aurobindo, Vedas 1a nhitng biéu hién hop 1y va ¢
tinh thim my cta cic Rishis (cic nha tién tri), nhung “rat that” d6i
vo1 ho. Thuc tai nay cua céc rishis hoan toan khong dugc xem xét
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boi cac tac gia ldy chau Au lam trung tim nhu da dé cap trong phan
dau ctia bai viét.

4.2. Pé danh gia duoc Vedas, ngudi ta phai hiéu rd nhing ciu
than chua cua Vedas c6 y nghia gi d6i véi cac rishis va Aurobindo
da giai thich n6: “Nhimg ngudi xudng ca “Vedas chic chan khong
xem xét chirc nang cua minh nhu cach ma céc hoc gia hi¢n dai
lam. Ho khong coi minh nhu mét loai thiy thudc cao tay hay
nhirng nguoi tao ra nhitng bai thanh ca va bua chi cho mot bg lac
manh mé& va man rg, ma nhu nha tién tri va nha tu tudng, rishi va
dhira. Nhimng thi sT nay tin rang, ho dang s& hiru mot su that cao
ca, huyén bi va an gidu, ho ty xung ld ngudi mang trong minh
nhitng 161 n6i ¢ thé chat chira kién thuc thiéng liéng, va bay to
mot cach rd rang vé nhitng 10 noi cua ho, véi tu cach nhiing 101 bi
mét chi tiét 16 toan bo y nghia cua chung véi nha tién tri, kavaye
nivacana ninya vacamsi”* (Co nghia 1a: nha tién tri chi n6i 1én y
nghia ndi tdm cua ho).

4.3. Nhung cac nghién ctru 1dy chau Au 1am trung tdm va thudc
dia lai coi rishis 12 nhitng ké man r¢ va diéu nay di han ché ho
khong thé biét dugc tri tué c6 so ding sau nhitng cdu than chd
Veda. Aurobindo da bao v€ su 1o rang cua cac nha tién tri Veda
trong tic pham cuia minh Secret of the Vedas - Bi mdt ciia Vedas.

Su khac biét vé quan diém so véi cac thi si Hindu gido sau nay
clia cic tac gia Vedas c6 nghia gi theo quan diém cua Sri
Aurobindo: “Va ddi véi nhiing thi si Hindu gido dén sau, Vedas 1a
mot cudn sach vé tri thirc, va tham chi 1a tri thic t6i cao, mot sy
mac khai, mdt cach noi tuyét voi vé sy that vinh ctru va vo dinh
nhu d4 dugc nhin thiy va nghe thiy tir kinh nghiém ndi tim cta cac
nha tu tuong day cam himg va nhu céc 4 than”.

O day, ong dang chi ra cac nha tu tuong Upanishads va cac nha
vin Vedantic sau ndy va quan diém cia ong cho thdy rd ring
nghién ctru Vedas can bao gdbm viéc nghién ciru vé Upanishads va
cac bai binh luan lién quan dén Vedas va Upanishads ctia ngudi An
Do c6 dai. Nhitng diém nay da bi bo qua boi cac tac gia lay chau
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Au lam trung tdm ban dau. Ho chi chon mot vai binh luan va khong
chuy dén tAm nhin toan thién vé Vedas cta nguoi ban dia.

4.4. Trong Bi mdt cia Vedas, ong d& cap dén cach giai thich cua
Max Muller vé& Vedas: “Mot hoc gia ndi tiéng ciia Puc duge danh
gia tir bé cao cua tri thong minh vuot troi cho rang chi nhitng nguoi
ngd ngan méi tim thiy su thing hoa & Vedas, noi véi ching ta rang,
Vedas dﬁy nhitng quan niém tré con, ngo ngén, tham chi quai di,
réng no té nhat, & trinh do thép kém, tim thuong, dai dién cho ban
chit con nguoi & muc d thap kém vé sy ich ky va tinh tran tuc va
rang chi ¢ day d6 1a c6 mot vai tinh cam hiém hoi xuét phat tir sdu
thdm tdm hon. N6 ¢6 thé duge thuc hién nhu vay néu chung ta dat
nhitng quan niém tinh than cta riéng minh vao nhimg 10i noéi ciia
cac rishis, nhung néu ching ta doc ching nhu ching vén c6 ma
khong bi anh huéng boi viée dich sai vao nhimg diéu ching ta suy
nghi (rdng chi nhitng ké man ro mdi nodi va nghi nhu vay), thi ta s&
thdy day 1a th Tho thiéng liéng siéu pham va manh mé& trong tir
ngtr va hinh anh cta nd, mac du voi mot loai ngén ngir va tri tuong
tugng khac ma chung ta thich va danh gia cao, siu sic va tinh té
trong trai nghiém tdm 1y cta né va bi khudy dong bai mot tam hon
cam dong va bot phat ra ngon tir. Hiy lang nghe Vedas qua 10i cua
chinh n6”.

Ong da nghién ctru cac ban dich quan trong duoc thuc hién boi
ngudi chau Au va ca bhashyas® vé Vedas ciia Sayana®® va Swami
Dayananda Saraswathi. Chinh 6ng di dich cac cdu than chu vé
Than Lita Agni (Hymns to the Mystic Fire- Nhitng bdi tung ca danh
cho ngon lira huyén bi), binh luan vé Upanishads va Bhagavad
Gita-Chi tén ca va sang tac tho tam linh nguyén thuy Savitritheo
truong phai ciia cac nha tho - dao si thoi ¢6 dai. Ong da giai thich
tai sao Vedas khong phai 1a mot huyén thoai hay tri tuong tuong
bang nhing 161 sau:“Cai ma d6i véi tdm tri phuong Tay 14 huyén
thoai va tri tuéng tuong thi & day lai la mdt thuc té va 1a mot chudi
ctia cudc sdng ndi tim cua chung ta, cai duoc coi 13 y tuong tho ca
tuyét dep va suy doan triét hoc & ddy chinh 1a mot diéu lién tuc
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duoc nhan thirc va trinh bay theo trai nghi¢m. Piém dic biét cua
tam tri An DO ndm & sy chan thanh vé tinh than va chu nghia thuc
chung tam linh ctia n6é da lam cho Vedas va Upanishads, tho ca ton
gido va triét hoc sau ndy trd nén manh mé trong cam hing va su
than thiét, no sdng trong sy biéu hién va hinh anh, né co it strc hip
dan hon nhung van c6 tac dung rat thyc té di véi hoat dong cua ¥
tuong tho ca va tri tuong tugng ngay ca trong mot nén van hoc co
tinh thé tuc hon”.

4.5. Ly thuyét vé sy xam lang cua ngudi Aryan - Aryan Invasion
Theory (AIT)

Ca Sri Aurobindo va Vivekananda d3 dit cAu hoi vé tinh xac
thuc cua viée di cu cia nguoi Aryan dén An Do tir Trung A trong
cac tac pham ciia minh. Sri Aurobindo di ddt cau hoi vé 1y thuyét
d6 bang mot ngon tir rd rang: “Bay gio chiing ta biét ring cac nén
van minh déng chi y di t6n tai & Trung Qudc, Ai Cap, Chaldea,
Assyria tir hang ngan nam trude, va gio ddy nguoi ta thuong dong
y rang Hy Lap va An Do khong phai 1a ngoai 1¢ ddi v6i nén vin
hoa cao cép cia chdu A va cac ching toc DPia Trung Hai. Néu
ngudi An Do thoi Veda khong nhan duoc loi ich tir kién thic xét
lai nay, thi d6 13 do su ton tai cua ly thuyét ma sy uyén bac cua
chau Au da khoi dau, rang ho thudc vé cai goi 1a ching toc Aryan
va c6 cung trinh d6 van héa véi thoi ky dau Aryan Hy Lap, Celts,
buc khi ho dugc dai dién cho chung ta trong nhiing bai tho cua
Homer, Sagas Norse c¢d xua va cac cau chuyén ciia nguoi La Ma vé
xt Gaul va Teuton c6 dai. Do d6, nguoi ta di dua ra gia thuyét
rang, cac ching toc Aryan nay 1a nhimg ké man rg phuong Bic da
dot nhap tur cac vung d4t lanh hon vao cdc nén van minh cd xua va
gidu co6 cua Pia Trung Hai, Chau Au va An D¢ cua nguoi
Dravidian.

Nhung cac chi dan trong Vedas ma trén d6, 1y thuyét vé cudc
xam lugc cta ngudi Aryan gan day duoc xdy dung co rat it vé sd
luong va khong chic chin vé tim quan trong cua chung. Khong c6
dé cap thuc su nao vé bat ky mot cudc xam lugc nhu vay. Sy khac
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biét ma trén d6 c6 rat nhidu gia thuyét giira nguoi Aryan va khong
phai nguoi Aryan duoc xay dung rt nhiéu, duong nhu chi mang
t6i vO sb bang ching dé chi ra mot su khac biét vé van hoa chu
khong phai 1a mot sy khac biét vé ching toc™'.

4.6. Sri Aurobindo ban vé Than tich Vishnu Purana

Trong phan dau cua bai viét nay, quan diém cua H. H. Wilson vé
Than tich Vishnu Purana &3 dugc trich dan. Trai véi quan diém cua
nha Poéng phuong hoc dau tién nay, Sri Aurobindo di danh gia
Than tich Vishnu Purana rat cao. Ong nhan xét “Gidng nhu
Upanishads, Puranas 13 kinh dién c6 thim quyén cua Pao phap
Hindu*. Ong dé cap dén noé theo cach sau: “Vi dy, mic du co doi
chd khé khan, Vishnu Purana 1a mot tac pham van hoc dang cha v,
c¢6 chat luong rat dang ké, duy tri phan 16n sirc manh truc tiép va
tAm cao clia phong cach sir thi c¢6 xwa. Trong d6 c6 mot sy chuyén
dong da dang, nhiéu sttc manh va mot vai cach viét st thi siéu
pham, mot yéu to trit tinh cta su sang sudt va vé dep ngot ngao,
mot s& cau chuyén vé sy gian di nhat va khéo 1éo nhit trong tay

nghé vé thi ca™’.

Két ludn

X4 hoi An Do coi trong Vedas ngay ca trong thoi ky hién dai.
Vedas 13 ngudn tho vinh ctru thé hién kién thic vé cai thiéng nhu
mot trai nghiém. Vedas khong phai 1a tri tuéng tuong ciia mot chung
toc hay tAm tri man ro, nguyén thity. Cac Rishis dong thoi ¢6 kién
thirc va trai nghiém céd nhan tdi cao vé muc do ton tai vé thé chat,
tinh than va thanh thiéng, do do, nhiéu hoc gia phuong Tay da dé cap
dén Vedas 1a khong c6 tinh huéng ngoai. Sri Aurobindo da nghién
ngdm Vedas thong qua mot sb tic phim ciia minh va tur tudng ciia
ong thu hit mot luong 16n mén db. Nhiéu stalwarts - tin db sing tin
trong 100 nim qua & An Do dén tir cac gia dinh theo Vedas, nhimg
ngudi co ngudn gdc siu xa trong viéc hoc thanh dién nay. Mot sd
nguoi di bi anh huong boi cac tac pham vé Vedas cia Maharshi
Dayananada Saraswathi, Swami Vivekananda va Sri Aurobindo.
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Vi qua trinh thuc dan hoa nhanh chong tam tri cua ngudi Hindu
va viée dé cao chu nghia dan toc Hindu & An Bo trong thé ky 21,
nhiéu hoc gia dd nhan thirc dugc nhitng din gidi mang tinh chat
phan manh cia cac hoc gia liy chau Au 1am trung tim cua thé ky
19. Nhitng nd lyc dang dugc tién hanh dé viét lai lich sir vin hoa va
chinh tri cuia An Do béi céac luc lugng Hindutva. Gidi hoc thuat da
bat dau phan tng lai voi nhimg quan diém khac nhau vé lich st An
Do ¢b dai va duong dai va dwa ra nhimg cach dé giai thich Vedas tix
nhimg quan diém rong 16n hon. Véi tu cach mot qué trinh quan
trong dé giai phong tam tri Hindi khoi tu duy thudc dia hoa Hindu,
cai duge coi 1 quyén t6i cao cua thoi ky thudce dia khi giai thich va
binh luan vé Vedas, cac thin chu va rishis d3 bi gidi hoc thudt moi
dat cau hoi. Hién tugng nay cling lan rong dén cac linh vuc co lién
quan vé lich st ¢ dai, nién dai cia cudc chién trong
Mahabharatha va thuyét xam ling ctua nguoi Aryan. Nghién ciru
Vedas van chiém mot vi tri quan trong trong vi¢c tim hiéu xa hoi
Hindu duong dai néi riéng. /.

P56 Thu Ha dich.

CHU THICH:

1 Coomaraswamy, Ananada, “A New Apporoach to the Vedas”, Originally
published in 1933, published by Munshiram Manohar Lal, New Delhi,
1994.

2 Jnana duoc biét dén 1a tri thac va triét hoc An Do tur Vedas va
Upanishads dén Jain gio, Phat gido va Sau hé thong triét hoc ctia Hindu
giao (Yoga-Sankhya, Nyaya-Vaisheshika, Purva Meemasa-Uttara
meemasa) rat quan trong dbi véi kién thirc chung. N6 rat coi mé khi tranh
luén va thir nghiém (chu thich ctia nguoi dich).

3 DVG: ‘Samskriti’ Translated by Prof Sheshagiri Rao L S, DVG Balaga
Prathisthana, Bengaluru, 2018.

4 Theo tir dién truc tuyén Merriam Webster, “ganh ning cua nguodi da
trang” c6 nghia 14 ganh ning nghia vu clia nguoi da tring trong viéc quan
1y cong viée ciia nhitg ngudi khong phai 1a nguoi da trang va kém phat
trién  hon.  https://www.google.com/search?ei=eXLXXaChMu-Er7w
P0Zgx-AY &q=whitet+tman%?27s+burden+webster+definition&ogq=white
+ man % 27 s + burden + in + web & gs | = psy -ab. 3. 0. 0i 22 i30 .



G.B. Harisha. Nghién cuu Veda cua Sri Aurobindo... 17

9508.12745..14314...0.2..0.101.1123.12j1......0....1..gws-wiz.......
0i71j0j0i67. J8laVtuHWA

Vi du nhu cudn White Man's Burden: India and Britain in the 19th
Century, Arun Banerji, Economic and political weekly 40(27):2973-
2978, January 2005.

5 Goel Sita Ram: Heroic Hindu Resistence to Muslim Invaders 636 AD to
1206 AD): 1984.

6 Abraham Roger duoc t6 chirc Amsterdam Classis giri dén An Do va 6ng
da céap bén tai bd bién Coramandala (1632). C)ng biét tiéng B6 Dao Nha,
tiéng Ha Lan va tiéng Tamil. Nhu Meenakshi Jain viét, v6i sy gitp 4
cia Padmanabha - mdt dao si Balamén theo triét 1y Advaita, 6ng hoc
dugc vé phong tuc va tin ngudng ciia dao Hindu. Cudn sach cua ong, De
Opendeure tot het verborgen heydendom, dugc xuét ban ndm 1651, la
mot trong nhing cau chuyén day du va khach quan nhét vé Hindu gido do
ngudi nudc ngoai viét. Ba ciing noi thém rang 1a mot trong nhirng nguoi
chiu Au dau tién dich Bhartrahari. Quan sat cia ong vé Vedas va dao si
Ba la mon rat thu vi: [Dac quyén chinh cia dao si Balamén 1a doc
Vedas], 46 1a cudn sach cua nhiing ké ngoai dao vé cac dao luat, bao g6m
trong chinh no, tat ca nhitng gi ho phai tin va tit ca cac nghi thirc ho phai
tuan theo. Cudn sach nay dugc viét bang ngdn ngir samscortam va dao si
Balamon, nhitng nguodi khong ¢6 y dinh tham gia vao thuong mai, hay
hoc no6 (Ed, Jain, Meenkashi, The India They Saw Foreign Account 16th
17th Century, Volume 111, 2011, p .214).

7 Mot s hoc gia coi Bartholins 1a ngudi sang 1ap Nhan ching hoc
(Anthropology). Theo cac dinh nghia ban dau, Anthropology 14 [¢..] khoa
hoc vé con ngudi, dwoc phan chia mot cach thong thuong va voi 1y do tap
trung vao giai phau, xem xét co thé va cac bo phan, va Tam 1y hoc, noi vé
linh hon.

8 Céc chii thich danh cho céc tir gdc Sanskrit 1a chu thich cta nguc‘ri dich.

9 Ngay nay, Jones duoc biét voi viée thuc hién va tuyén truyén quan sat vé
moi quan hé gitra ngoén ngir An-Au. Trong bai dlen véan nhan dip ky niém
lan tht ba cua Hiép hoi A chéu (1786), 6ng cho ring cac ngdn ngir tleng
Phan, tiéng Hy Lap va tleng Latinh c6 ngudn gbc chung, va thuc su tit ca
ching ¢ thé lién quan dén nhau, 1an lugt véi cac ngén ngir Gothic va
Celtic, cling nhu Ba Tu.

10 Saraswathi, Prakashananda Swami, The True History and Religion of
India, A concise Encyclopedia of Authentic Hinduism, p. 284-85.

11 Jagadguru Chandrashekhara Saraswathi Swamigal, Voice of God,
Volume, 2, Sri kanchi Mahaswami Peetharohana Shatabdhi Mahotsava
Trust, Mumbai, 2006,

12 The Vedas, Containing the speeches of Max Muller from 1865 to 1882.
1969.



18 Nghién cru Tén gido. S6'11 - 2019

13 The Vedas, Containing the speeches of Max Muller from 1865 to 1882.
1969.

14 The Vedas, Containing the speeches of Max Muller from 1865 to 1882.
1969

15 Saraswathi, Prakashananda Swami, sach da dan, Appendix IV, p. 743.

16 Shiksha la mot tir tiéng Phan, co nghia 1a “hudng dan, hoc tap, nghién
cuu ky nang”. No ciing de cap dén mot trong sau Vedas, hay cac nhanh
clia nghién ctru Vedas, vé ngit am va 4m vi hoc trong tiéng Phan (chu
thich cta nguoi dich).

Shiksha 1a linh vuc nghién ctru am thanh Veda, tap trung vao cac chir cai
trong bang chit cai tiéng Phan, trong am, sé luong, giai diéu va quy tic
két hop cac tir ngir trong mot bai tung ca Veda. Moi truong phai Veda ¢
dai da phat trién linh vuc nay ciia Vedanga, va sach gido khoa ngir 4m lau
doi nhat con ton tai 1a Pratishakyas. Paniniya-Shiksha va Naradiya-
Shiksha 13 nhimg vi du vé cac ban thao c¢d con ton tai cua linh vuc nghién
ctru Veda nay.

Shiksha 12 mén phai phu trg lau doi nhét va dau tién cua Vedas, dugc duy tri
tir thoi Veda, nham muyc dich xdy dung am thanh va ngon ngir aé tong hop
cac y tuong, trai nguoc v6i cac nha ngir phap da phat trién cac quy tic de
giai cAu triic ngdn ngit va hiéu cac ¥y tudng. Linh vyc nay da giap bao ton
Vedas va Upanishads nhu nhimg khau than cta Hindu gido tir thoi ¢b dai,
va dugc chia sé boi cac truyén thong Hindu gido khac nhau (chi thich cia
nguoi dich).

17 Vyakarana c6 nghia 1a “giai thich, phéan tich” dé cap dén mot trong sau
Vedangas cd dai, phu tro két nbi v6i Vedas, 1a kinh dién trong Hindu
gi4o. Vyakarana 1a nghién ctru vé phan tich ngir phap va ngdn ngit trong
tiéng Phan (ND).

18 Mot trong sau Vedangas, hodc cac nhanh cta nghién ctru Vedas. D6 1a
nghién ctru vé nét tho va cau tho trong tiéng Phan (chii thich ctia ngudi
dich).

19 Jyotisha 1 khoa hoc theo ddi va dy doan cac chuyén dong cua cac thién
thé dé gitr thoi gian. N6 dé cap dén mot trong sau Veda cd dai, 1a khoa
hoc phu tro két ndi voi Veda - kinh dién cta Hindu gido. Linh vuc nghién
ctru ndy lién quan dén viée giit ding cac ngay va gio theo nghi 1& Veda.
Thuat ngilt Jyotisha cling dé cap dén chiém tinh hoc Hindu giao, mot linh
vue ¢6 kha ning phat trién trong nhidu thé ky sau khi tiép xtic voi chiém
tinh hoc Hy Lap qua Alexander Pai dé vi cung hoang dao cua chung gan
gidng nhau (chii thich ctia ngudi dich).

20 Kalpa 1a mot tir tiéng Phan c6 nghia 1a mot khoang thoi gian twong dbi
dai (theo tinh toan ctia con ngudi) trong vil tru hoc Hindu gido va Phat
gi4o. Trong ngdn ngit Pali ciia Phat gido so khai, tir nay c6 gbc 1a kappa,
va duoc dé cap dén trong kinh dién lau doi nhit cia Phat gido, Sutta



G.B. Harisha. Nghién cuu Veda cua Sri Aurobindo... 19

Nipata - Bé bg chén kinh. Diéu nay ndi vé “Kappétita: mot nguoi da vuot
khoi thoi gian, mot vi Alahan”. Phan nay cta cac ban thao Phat gido bt
ngudn tir phan giira cta thién nién ky TCN. Noi chung, kalpa 13 khoang
thoi gian gitta sy sang tao va giai tri cua mat thé gidi hodc vii tru. Pinh
nghia ctia mot kalpa tuong dwong 4,32 ty nam duoc tim thiy trong Than
tich Puranas, cu thé 1a Vishnu Purana va Bhagavata Purana (cha thich
cta nguoi dich).

21 Nirukta c6 nghia la “giai thich, dién giai” va dé& cip dén mot trong sau
Vedangas cd dai, hay khoa hoc phu trg két ndi véi Vedas. Nirukta bao
g0m tir nguyén, lién quan dén viéc giai thich chinh xac cac tir tiéng Phan
trong Vedas (chu thich ciia nguoi dich).

Nirukta 1a sy sang tao c6 hé théng cua mot thuat nglr va no thao ludn vé
cach hiéu cac tir c6 xua, khong phd bién. Linh vuc nay c6 thé phat trién
vi gdn mdt phan tu cic tir trong cac vin ban Vedas duoc sang tac trong
thién nién ky thtr 2 TCN chi xuat hién mét 1an (chu thich cta ngudi dich).

22 Sri Aurobindo and Greek Philosophy, Vishwanath Prasad Varma,
Philosophy East and West , Vol. 10, No. 3/4 (Oct., 1960 - Jan., 1961), pp.
135-148.

23 Sri Aurobindo and Greek Philosophy, Vishwanath Prasad Varma,
Philosophy East and West , Vol. 10, No. 3/4 (Oct., 1960 - Jan., 1961), pp.
135-148.

24 Vashishtha 1a mot trong nhiing Vish rishis 1au doi nhat va duogc ton kinh
nhit. Ong 1a mot trong nhimg Saptarishis (bay rishis vi dai) ciia An
D6. Vashishtha dugc ghi 1a tac gia chinh cia Mandala s6 7 cua Rig
Veda. Vashishtha va gia dinh cua 6ng duoc dé cap trong cau Rigvedic
10.167.4 va cac mandala Rig Veda khac va trong nhiéu vin ban Veda.
Ong duoc Adi Shankara goi 1a nha hién triét dau tién cua truong phai triét
hoc Hindu gido Vedanta (chu thich ctia nguoi dich).

25 Gritsamada la mét rishi, dugc ghi nhan véi hau hét Mandala 2 coa
Rigveda (cht thich ciia nguoi dich).

26 Sri Aurobindo: Archives and Research, vol. 2, April-December1978,
source: https://auromere.wordpress.com/books/vedas/

27 https://www.hinduwebsite.com/divinelife/auro/auro_veda.asp last seen on
November 29, 2019 from Vietnam.

28 https://www.hinduwebsite.com/divinelife/auro/auro_veda.asp

29 Bhashya 1a mgt “161 binh luan” hodc “gidi trinh” ctia bét ky van ban chinh
hodc phu nao trong van hoc An Do C6 dai hodc Trung cd. Phd bién trong
vin hoc tiéng Phan, Bhashya ciing dugc tim thay trong cic ngdn ngit An
Do khac. Bhashya dugc tim théy trong cac linh vuc khac nhau, tr
Upanishads dén cac thanh dién ciia cac truong phai triét hoc Hindu gido,
tir y hoc ¢6 dai dén 4m nhac (chu thich cua ngudi dich).



20 Nghién cru Tén gido. S6'11 - 2019

30 Sayana con duoc goi 1a Sayanacarya; mat nam 1387, la mdt hoc gia tiéng
Phan tir Dé ché Vijayanagara phia Nam An D0, gan Bellary ngay
nay. V6i tu ciach moét nha binh ludn quan trong vé Vedas, 6ng di phat
trién manh mé& dudi thoi vua Bukka Raya I va nguoi ké vi Harihara I1.

31 https://www.aurobindo.ru/workings/sa/10/0003_e.htm
See also https://www.infinityfoundation.com/mandala/h_es/h_es_goel-
m_aryan_frameset.htm

32 https://www.aurobindo.ru/workings/sa/04/0012_e.htm? cf chl jschl tk
_=4a8116e4c0dbe1b407cOeaeccba7ebe30b4b0584-1574968972-0-
AZ3GVLWILpQheASvscBt]2PAO8gqCcMklu60sBRChzInLgAB8cHIV
wVVUEO05J88ck5rIWn0Q8N3DnmyMmQzd8tXndhn3ngmvD882E9bwE
WuvmKIrvxFSIW9pO_BgU2BwDD6PoSKPpeEQFxNFha PG2L Gpjq
0203aqF00j mEB13FNFwWs8LeQbxJIP8wwWvq4dYssTriFHJ1 wul9e
uUu3RpUNgQxXe6t16-0T80VptABGhnov73WG1LuJw-
8ATuquHM2IKOvVn-1dbMgKb1PJThklrU5nlGsa4832nEVIm

33 https://www.hinduwebsite.com/divinelife/auro/auro_puranas.asp

Abstract

VEDIC STUDIES OF SRI AUROBINDO IN THE
BACKGROUND OF EURO-CENTRIC STUDIES
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and Director of Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre, Hanoi
Vedas are the fountain head of Indic tradition and India has
preserved the oral Vedic tradition of Vedas in the past millennia as far
as possible in an unbroken way. In the meantime India has
encountered both Islamic and European cum Christian onslaught in
the area of culture. Euro-centric view has impacted the study of
many Indian ancient texts including the Vedas, as colonial
supremacy- Western philosophy and theology and have played a
major role in shaping the oriental Vedic interpretations in the past
300 years of scholarship. The current paper attempts to show the
indigenous thoughts of YogiSri Aurobindo in developing an Indian
response to the existing dominant view on the characteristics of
Vedas.
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