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PO THU HA*

KINH VEDA VA VAN HQC AN PQ CO PAI

Tém tit: Kinh Veda la sang tao quan trong nhdt cia van hoc
Veda. Khong co kinh Veda, van hoc An Pé c6 dai sé khong
hoan chinh. Mot s6 hoc gia coi cac bai thanh ca Veda la sy
mac khai trudc nhitng rui ro cua con nguoi. Cac bai thanh ca
dwoc coi la 107 cau khan dén cdc vi than dé ban an hué cho
nhitng nguoi tho phung. C6 bon tac pham chinh trong Kinh
Veda la Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samveda va Atharvaveda. Trong
bai viét ndy, tdc gia giGi thiéu vé kinh Veda va vi tri ciia né
trong van hoc An B¢ ¢6 dai.

Tir khéa: Kinh Veda; thoi diém sang tao; cdc tic phiam chinh;
ngi dung co ban.

1. Khai niém vé Veda

Véi tu cach 1a tuong dai van hoc ¢d nhat cuia An Do, Kinh Veda
xtng dang c6 mot vi tri ndi bat trong nén vin hoc thé gidi néu
chung ta biét rang it nhét trong hon 3.500 nim, hang triéu tin d6
Hindu gido di coi ting 10i trong kinh nay nhu 16i cua thanh than,
rang chinh Kinh Veda chir khong phai bat cr mot tac pham nao
khac di diéu khién tu duy ciing nhu cam xuc cta ho.

Tinh vé nién dai, Veda c6 thoi diém ra doi sém nhét trong van
hoc An P¢. Ngay ca khi dao Phat ra doi thi Kinh Veda ciing khong
mat di vi tri vn c6 cua nd trong van hoc An Do béi vi nguoi ta van
tiép tuc tham khao va ban lun, so sanh va phan tich vé Kinh Veda
nhu nhitng nguoi theo Kitd gido ¢ chau Au budc phai tham khao
Cuu woe dé hidu duge Tdn wée. Khong ngudi An Do ndo co thé
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hiéu duoc cai khai niém cua ton gido mdi ma khong dwa trén nhimng
khai niém da c6 san cua Kinh Veda.

Twr Veda c6 nghia 1a Tri thirc, Tri thirc cao siéu - tri thuc thiéng
liéng cua sy sung tin... T nay c6 ngudn gbc tir Vid- c6 nghia 1a
hiéu biét. Khai niém nay dugc ton tai va mo rong, tién trién qua
nhiéu thién nién ky, duoc truyén lai tir thé hé nay dén thé hé khac
bang cach truyén khau.

Cho dén tan gan day tai An Do, d6i khi van rat kho phan biét cac
tac phim vin hoc v6i nhing tai liéu mang tinh to6n gido hay triét
hoc. Didu nay 1a do t6n giao An Do dan cai vao trong moi linh vic
ctia doi sdng xa hoi, bao gdm ca nhiéu hinh thtrc van hoc khién cho
no6 tré nén kho phan tach rach roi.

Nhimng tac phim xa xua nhat nhu Kinh Veda d co tir khoang
1.500 nam TCN, déy l1a cach dién giai mang tinh dan gian vé nhiing
ban khoin mang tinh t6n gido. Ching mang dén tiéng ndi cta
nhitng nguoi dan du muc vé nhimng ndi sg, nhitng khao khat, nhimg
cau hoi ctia ho vé mot vii tru thu dich, phu thudc vao mua, gid, mat
troi va tit ca cac luc lugng thién nhién khac cing véi cac thanh
thin ma nhimg sy gian dit hay thuong yéu ciia cac luc lugng d6 sé
khién cho tit ca moi ngudi phai séng hay chét. Cac tac pham Veda
- nhat 1a Rig Veda -1a tuyén tap cac bai tho ma strc manh vi dai cia
chung khong con ai phai nghi ngd. Ching bao gdm nhimg nhan
thirc don gian ctia nhitng nguoi du myc vé gi6, mua, bao, vé nhiing
dém ngin ngui hay vinh ciru, vé binh minh 16ng 13y, vé gio va
nhiing phép la cta 161 néi con nguoi. Thoi gian trdi qua, nhiing bo
lac Aryan nhu ho ty goi minh, dan dan di chuyén vé phia Trung A,
thong qua nhiing cai déo vé phia Tay Bic va di vao thung liing
song Héng. Ty nhién, ky uc vé thoi ky xa xua do van con lai, duoc
lam giau thém va tré thanh nhiing khtc thanh ca. Véi thoi gian,
nhitng bai ca d6 khong con 14 tiéng goi cta to tién nita ma da tro
thanh nhiing 16i day ctia chinh cac vi than.

Kinh Veda chinh 1a mot trong nhimg dang c6 dién nht, 1y tuong
nhét cua viée ghi lai lich sir thong qua van hoc. Qua thoi gian, con
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ngudi nhan thy ring chinh ho ciing ¢ thé so hitu dugc mot thir
phép la - d6 1a 101 néi. T tién ho co thé dé lai ddu vét vinh vién
trong cudc doi nay chinh 14 vi ho co Veda, con ngudi ciing cé thé
kiém so4t vii tru nay nho sitc manh cia vak - 10i n6i. Do d6, Veda
khong con 1a tac phim vin hoc dan gian ma da tré thanh mot tha
kinh dién thiéng liéng.

Veda khong chi 1a loai tho ca vé thién nhién, sau nay, no tro
thanh nhitng loai kinh cu vé cac nghi 18 trong tén gido. Khi nhimg
nha tho thoi ky Veda nhin 1én bau troi dém bao la, anh ta doan dinh
quan hé cta con ngudi véi bau troi d6, voi su sdng va cai chét, véi
cac con vét va cac stic manh thién nhién khac... Rig Veda cung cép
nhitng 1y 1& cho céc ton gido An D¢ sau nay. Su suy doan nay nam
trong cubn Aranyakys - Quyén sach rieng xanh c6 lién quan dén
thién va Upanishads. Trong nhitng cudn sach ndy, ngudi ta da cung
cap nén tang cho sau hé théng triét hoc sau nay la Nyaya,
Vaisesika, Samkhya, Yoga, Purva-mimamsa va cudn duoc biét
nhiéu nhat 13 Vedanta. Tham chi cho dén tan gan day, nhiing hé
thong triét hoc c6 lién quan tai An PO van kiém chung nhing
tuong cta ho bang nhitng doan trich tir Veda, cai ma ho coi 1a tién
trinh cua viéc di tim Sy that.

Thuc chét, Kinh Veda bao gém ba loai tac phém van hoc khac
nhau va mdi mét loai tac phém nay lai bao gém mot sb lugng 16n
cac tac phdm cua cac cd nhan khac nhau. Phan 16n cic tac phdm
nay da bi that truyén, chi con mét sb it van con duoc luu giir dén
ngay nay.

2. Cac tac pham chinh trong Kinh Veda

2.1. Samhitas - Bo suu tdp: 1a t€n dat cho cac bd suu tap vé cac
than ca, cac bai kinh, cic bai hat ma thuat, nhiing 10i sdm truyén,
nhitng cong thire thiéng liéng day bao con ngudi... Co bdn Samhitas
khac bi¢t nhau 1d rét 14 : a. Rig Veda - Samhitas tic 1a sy hiéu biét
hay nhitng bai ca ca ngoi thanh than; b. Atharvaveda - Sambhitas 13
cac cong thirc mang tinh chit ma thuét; c. Samaveda - Sambhitas 13
su hiéu biét vé cac giai diéu; d. Yajurveda- Samhitas 1 Sy hiéu biét
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vé nhimng cong thirc thiéng, trong d6 gdm hai phan hoan toan khac
nhau 1a Sambhita ciia Krishna - Pen va Samhita ciia Sukla-Trdng.

2.2. Brahmanas: 1a nhitng bai van xu6i chira dung céc cudc tranh
ludn mang tinh chét triét ly, miéu ta vi€c quan st cac cudc té 18, viéc
thyc hanh, cac thao tac trong cac nghi 18 va cong thire bi truyén...

2.3. Aranyakas - Cdc bai van vé rimg va Upanishads - Viéc giang
day bi mat. Pay 14 nhimng tic pham doc 1ap mang tinh chét triét hoc
16 rét. Cac nha nghién ctru cho rang day 1a cic tac pham chira dung
cac bai thuyét gido va thién cta cac vi 4n si trong rimg. Chiing dua ra
cach nhin nhan vé thé gidi, cac vi thanh than va con nguoi.

Chéc han 1a d ting c6 thoi gian khi mot sé luong khé 16n cia
Samhita xuit phat tir cac truong phai khac nhau ciia cac dao si va cac
ca si hat rong hay cung dinh, nh @6 ma duoc truyén tung tir doi nay
sang doi khac. Vi thé, nhidu tip Samhita chi khac nhau mot chut, 13
di ban cta Samhita, trong d6, ndi tiéng nhat 1a bdn Samhita:

- Rig Veda- Sambhita: trong bd Rig Veda - su hiéu biét vé cac bai
tung ca-rca.

- Atharvaveda - Sambhita: Sy hiéu biét vé cac cong thirc ma thuat
- atharvan.

- Samaveda - Samhita: Tri thitc vé cac giai diéu - saman.

- Yajurveda - Sambhita: Tri thirc vé cac cong thic hién sinh véi
Sambhita ciia Krishna - Ban Pen va Samhita cta Sukla - Ban Trding.

Nhimng tic pham ndy mang dam tinh chat ton gido va thudc vé nhiéu
thoi dai lién tiép. Noi dung cta chung 13 nhimg bai kinh, bai ca mang
tinh 1y thuyét triru tuong vé vii tru va thong qua truyén khau chir khong
phai dudi dang van ban. Sau nay, cac cubn sach khac, cac hoc thuyét
khéc cua triét hoc An Do déu trich dan ting 16i trong Veda va trong
Upanishads vi ngudi An Do khong chi tin rang timg 101 cia Kinh
Veda 12 do Brahman (tirc Dai ngd) truyén day ma ngay Upanishads 1a
cac san pham mudn man nhat cia van hoc ldy cam hing tir Veda ciing
duoc coi 1a nhitng su that khong thé chéi cai téi tir Ngai. Toan bd nén
triét hoc ciia An Do déu dya trén Veda va Upanishads. Tham chi khi
cac Phat tor Bao Phat phan dbi mot b triét 1y cta Veda, ho cling thira
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nhéan rﬁng no6 la do Brahman tao ra nhung bi cac Balamon hiéu sai va
gay ra nhig 13i 1am khong thé tha thtr dugc!

Ngoai ra, con c¢6 mot s cudn khac rt gan giii voi Kinh Veda
nhung khong dugc coi 1a thudc vé bo kinh nay. Nguoi An o goi
chung la Kalpasutra - hay goi tit 1a sutra. Ching gém:

- Srautasutra: miéu ta luat 1& tién hanh cac 1€ hién sinh kéo dai
nhiéu ngay,

- Grhyasutra: chita dung luat 18 vé cac nghi 18 thong thudng hon
trong cudc séng hang ngay nhu trong ngiy sinh, dam cudi, dam
tang...

- Dharmasutra: chira dyng nhimg luat 1¢ thiéng liéng vé tinh
than va thé gii. Pay thuong duoc coi 1a cudn sach luat c6 nhét cua
ngudi An D9.

Bai viét nay chi dé cap dén gia tri van hoc cua Kinh Veda nham
gitip chiing ta hiéu thém vé nén vin hoc An Do ma thoi.

3. Thoi diém sang tao ra Kinh Veda

Hindu gido 13 t6n gido vao loai cd nhat thé gidi. Mot s6 nha
nghién ctru cho rang né khong phai 1a t6n gido ma 1a mot 16i sdng,
ho goi nd la Santana Dharma (Sharma 2003, tr. 12-13; Flood
2008, tr. 1-17; Fowler 1997, tr.1; Klostermaier 2007, tr. 1). Nguoi
ta khong thé xac dinh dugc thoi diém ra doi cua dao Hindu nhung
nhiéu nha nghién ctru tin ring sy bat dau cia ton gido nay ciing cb
xua nhu thoi ky bat dau nén vin hoc Veda hay 1a trong khoang thoi
gian ma bdn tac phém Veda chinh ra doi. Mic du chua thé xac dinh
dang tin cdy hoan toan thoi diém ra doi cua Kinh Veda nhung dua
trén nhimg chimg ¢& vé lich sir x3 hoi, ngudi ta cho rang dbi voéi
Rig Veda- tic pham cb nhét trong bén Veda con bao ton dugc dén
nay- thoi diém nay 1 khoang 1000 nim TCN (Anthony, David W.
2007; Basham, Arthur Llewellyn 1989). Mdt s6 nha nghién ctru,
mat khéc, lai dua ra thoi diém sém hon nhiéu, khoang 2000 nim
TCN (Bhardwaj, Surinder Mohan 1983; Bhaskarananda, Swami
1994). Phan con lai ctia vin hoc thoi ky Veda gdbm ba kinh Veda
con lai, cac kinh Upanishads thi dugc tao ra trudce sy ra doi cua dao
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Phat. Buac Phat qua doi vao ndm 486 TCN. Do do, nguoi ta cong
nhan mdt cach rong rai thoi ky van hoc Veda 1a tir khoang 2000
ndm dén 500 nim TCN (Bronkhorst, Johannes 2007; Bryant,
Edwin 2007; Burley, Mikel 2007).

4. Noi dung chii yéu ciia Kinh Veda

C6 nhét va quan trong nhét trong toan bg van hoc thoi Veda
chinh 1a Rig Veda Samhita, hay thuong duoc goi don gian 1a Rig
Veda. Trong sb céac tac phém cia van hoc An Do con lai cho dén
ngdy nay, rat may man 1a co Rig Veda (mic di né chi 1a mot trong
v6 sb di ban khac da timg ton tai). Tac phdm nay hién ton tai voi
1028 ngan khuc ca-sukta va cac khuc ca nay dugc chia ra lam muoi
quyén séch.

Qua ngdn ngit trong Rig Veda, ta di tim ra chimg c6 rang day 1a
tac phém ¢ nhét trong van hoc An Do va la su két hop cua nhiéu
thanh phan khac nhau qua nhiéu thoi dai.

Vé cdc tac gia cia Rig Veda, tit quyén sb 11 dén quyén sé VII,
nguoi ta dua ra mot s6 tén nhu Grtsamada, Visvamitra, Vamadeva,
Atri, Bharadvaja va Vasistha; trong d6 c6 ca tén phu nit (sé di
chung ta biét diéu nay 1a vi tén phu nit trong van hoa An D6 thuong
duogc dat theo tén cua cac con song). Cac tén do khong dua lai y
nghia dac biét vi cung nhiing cai tén nay da duoc ghép cho hang
loat cac khiic ca hay cac cau chuyén ké khac. Trong thuc té, ching
ta khong hé biét vé& phan 16n cac tic gia con lai cua Rig Veda ma
chi ¢o thé biét rang ho thudc vé rat nhiéu thé hé théng qua cac du
vét lich str dé lai.

Cuén sdch s6 IX ¢6 néi dung twong déi dac biét vi né ca ngoi
thir dé uéng dwoc goi la Soma va vi chua té cua thir ruou nay.
Soma 1a tén ctia mdt thir cdy ma tur do, nguoi An D6 d3 chiét ra mot
thir nwéc udng rat dugc ua chudng trong thoi cd dai. Ho tin rang
soma 13 thir nwéc udng dung dé nghénh tiép cac vi than linh va do
d6, dong mot vai trd quan trong trong nghi 1& cua nguoi An Do cd
dai ciing nhu nguoi Iran (ho goi n6 14 Haoma). Ngudi An Do tin
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rz“mg soma dai dién cho sy bat tir cua cac vi than va nguén cam
hting ctia soma bat ngudn tir Mat Trang (ho thudng so sanh nhing
giot anh trang voi giot rugu soma hoac giot vang roi trén bau trot).
Chinh vi vay ma tap IX khong chi dé ca ngoi ruou than soma ma
con dé ca ngoi Mit Tring.

Ta khé cé thé biét dugc gbc tich ciing nhu nién dai chinh xéac
cua Rig Veda nhung nguoi An D6 va nén vin hoa, van hoc cua ho
déu duong nhién coi né 1a tac pham c6 nhét, 1a ngudn cam hing lau
doi va bén bi nhit ciia minh vi nhiéu 1y do:

Thé nhit, cdu tric cia cdu tho trong mot stanza - dogn tho cua
Rig Veda la 8 va 12 van trong mét dong’. Cau truc ndy s& con dugc
lap lai trong cac tic pham cb dién trong vin hoc An P nhu
Brahmana va Upanishads.

Thir hai, Rig Veda miéu ta cudc chién cia nguoi Aryan véi
nhitng nguoi Dasyu “da ngdm ngam den”. Dan dan, ngudi Aryan
tién dan tir phia TAy vé phia Dong t6i bd song Hang Ha, trong khi
van tiép tuc chéng lai nhimng gi khong thudc vé Aryan.

Th ba, hé sinh thai vé dong va thuc vdt cua Rig Veda hoan toan
khdc hé sinh thdi trong cdc tdc phdm sau ndy ciia van hoc An Dé.
Cay va, mot loai cay rat phd bién tai An Do khong hé c6 mit trong
tac pham nay. Con vat duoc coi 12 hung dir dang so nhit cua dat
nuéc An Do trong thoi ¢b dai 1a con hd ciing ching hé duge dé cap
dén trong Rig Veda. Gao, thirc an chu yéu ctia nguoi An Do ciing
khong hé xuat hién trong tac pham. Trong khi d6, con vat dugc
nudi dudng chu yéu nhét trong thoi ky d6 1a con bo. Mot con vat
khac dugc danh gia rat cao 1a con ngwa- con vat mang lai chién
théng cho cac chién binh va rit cAn cho cudc séng chién tran va du
muc cua ho.

Tha tu, dac biét, hé thong dang cdp cia xa hdi An DY chi dwge
dé cap dén c6 mét lan trong mot khuc ca co nién dai rat muén vé
sau nay véi bon dang cdp Brahmana, Ksatrya, Vaisya va Sudra.
Tat nhién, trong Rig Veda luén néi dén cac chién binh va dao si
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nhung n6 ciing dé cap dén cac tang 16p thap hon rit nhiéu nhu néng
dan, nguoi chan nudi gia suc, thg thi cong ...

Thir ndm, trong Rig Veda, vai tro ciia nguoi phy nit khong thap
nhw vai tro cua ho trong cdc giai doan sau nay o xa hoi An Bé. Tac
pham c6 nhiéu cau tho dé cap dén viéc phu nit tham gia vao cac
nghi 18 cung té-mot diéu hoan toan bi cAm doan sau ndy. Trong thoi
ky nay, phu nit c¢6 thé xuit hién & noi céng cong ma khong co sy
cAm doan nao. Viéc cling té voi cac nghi 18 thiéng liéng duoc thyuc
hién khi ca vo 1an chong cliing tham gia. Trong Rig Veda, doan 31,
Quyén VIII, ta thiy ca d6i vo chong “rot rugu soma véi su hoa hop
tuyét dbi trong tAm hon va sau do, tron nd véi sira” dé dang 1én cac
vi than. Nhung Ludt Manu sau ndy giai thich trong doan 206,
Quyén IV ring cic vi than s& khong hai long khi phu nit tham gia
vao viée té 18 va trong Quyén XI, doan 37 thi con khéng dinh manh
hon nita ring nhitng phu nir ndo tham gia cung té thi s& bi chim
diam trong dia nguc! Trong Upanishads, ching ta c6 thé thiy phu
nir thoi d6 ¢ thé tham gia théo luan véi cac nha triét hoc.

Thr séu, trong Rig Veda, ta thay c6 dm hieong lac quan va sw
khao khat mang tinh tran tuc hon han céc giai doan sau. Nhitng 1oi
cau nguyén cau xin Than thanh gitip ho chong lai ké thu, mang lai
cho ho chién thang trén chién truong, su giau c¢6 va danh tiéng noi
tran gian. Ho ciu xin nhing diéu rat cy thé nhu vo sé dan gia stc,
vang bac day kho 1dm...Trong Rig Veda, ta khong thiy 4m huong
thoat tuc, an dat va bi quan cua tam hén An D6 nhu ta ludn gap
phai trong van hoc An D6 sau nay.

Thi bay, vé nién dai ciia Rig Veda, nhiéu nha nghién ctru cho
rang tac phdm nay mang dau 4n tinh than cta ngudi Aryan thoi tién
stt hon 13 tim hon An D¢ nhu thudng dugc thira nhan hién nay
(Nappert, Jan, 1993, 27; Kumar Dash, Narander, 1991, 68). Nhung
cling c¢6 nhitng nha nghién ctru khac lai cho ring Rig Veda thuc ra
van 1a san phém cua tri tué An Do va khong nén xép nd vao mot
loai van hoc khac biét so voi cac tac phém khéc cua van hoc An Bo
(Doniger, Wendy (1994), 89; (2000), 164; Encyclopedia of
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Religion, Vol. 8, 2005, 319). C6 mét diéu chéc chin rang trong Rig
Veda c6 nhiéu doan giai thich rat rd rang nhung ciing c6 nhiéu doan
rat mo hd, tham chi kho hiéu, ngay ca nguoi An Do ciing tranh cii
nhau khi ho mudn dién giai nhitng doan nay. Pay ciing 1a tinh hinh
chung cua cac tac phdm vin hoc cd.

Khéng ai ¢6 thé phii nhén nhitng gid tri xudt sdc cia Rig Veda.
Trong cudn The Rig Veda, the Oldest Literature of the Indians- Rig
Veda, tdac phcfm van hoc lédu doi nhdt ciia nguoi An Do, Ad. Kaegi
d3 n6i nhu sau: “Pa s6 cac bai ca 1a nhimg 16i ciu khan hay nhiing
101 ngoi ca niém vinh quang cta cac bac than thanh. Giong diéu co
ban cua ching 1a mot sy tuon trao chan thanh tir trai tim, mot 101
cau nguyén ddi voi sy Vinh ctru, mét sy mdi moc dé chép nhan
nhitng moén qua cua long mg dao...Cai ma mot vi Thén dat trong
tam hon va cam xuc cla ong ta thi ngudi ca si lai mudén hung hon
bay to trong sy thuc giuc tan day tim minh”2. Ong thira nhén rang
c¢6 nhitng doan khong duoc hoan hao 1im “nhung tat ca cac bai tho
dé da mang t61 mot con gio mat lanh cua mot thir tho ca ty nhién
nhit, manh mé& nhat”?. Ong ciing cho ring “Tét c4 nhing ai chiu bo
cong strc dé di sau tim hiéu vé nhitng tu duy va hanh dong mang
tinh ton gido va dao durc, sing tao nén mot tac pham dan gian cua
ca mot thoi dai (nhu Rig Veda) s& c6 thé trinh bay su phat trién tinh
than ciia loai ngudi bang mot phong cach tt dep nhat. Anh ta s&
thdy chinh minh bi 16i cuén trong nhiéu khia canh cta cac bai tho
trong tic pham nay qua quan diém dao dtic trong sang gian di nhu
tré tho, cia sy trong lanh va diu dang ciling nhu sy can dam cua tri
tuong tuong bay bong trén doi canh o anh cua mot sd bai tho
khac™. Chiing ta can luén luén ghi nhé rang Rig Veda la san pham
ctia nhiéu thoi dai khac nhau cong lai va da dugc ban tay cta nhiéu
thé hé cac nha van nha tho An Do sira chira va thay doi. Chinh vi
vay, ching ta rat kho danh gia vé ngudn gbc ban dau ciing nhu gia
tri cia nd. Mic di ¢6 nhidu bai ca trong tic pham nay di ra doi vi
muc dich hién té, rat c6 thé nhiéu bai tho khac trong tic phim nay
d3 xuét hién mot cach doc lap ddi véi cac nghi 18 hién té do, chung
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chinh la nhitng bai ca mang cam hing ton gido. N6i mot cach khac,
nhiéu doan cta Rig Veda- Samhita 1a nhimg bai ca dung dé hién té
va mot loat nhiing bai tho mang tinh chét t6n gido khac da dugc cac
ca si-dao si ghép lai voi nhau. Khi nghién ctu Rig Veda, ta ¢ thé
thdy cac van dé rat phic tap vé ngon ngit, cic giai doan phat trién
khac nhau cua t6n gido va co thé chic chin day chinh la ngudn dit
liéu qui gia phong phu ciia cac giai doan cb xwa nhit trong ton giao
An Do, nguén dir li¢u van hoc quan trong vé than thoai hoc, xa hoi
hoc cua cac dan toc An —Gierman. Nhiéu nha nghién ctru cho rang:
cai lam cho Rig Veda vi dai va c6 gia tri chinh la than thoai dang
trong lic tao dung (Encyclopedia of Religion, Vol. 8, 2005, 312;
Griswold, H.D. (1999), 144). Xuét hién trudc chung ta trong nhiéu
khiic ca, khong phai 13 mot vi than cu thé ma chinh 1a Mit Troi dang
chiéu sang, Mit Tring dang diu dang toa rang, 1a ngon lira trén ban
tho hién té, 1a tia chdp 1oé 1én trén bau troi, 13 binh minh do tham l6e
rang noi chan troi budi sang, canh dong mau mé trai rong... Tat ca
nhitng hién tuong tu nhién iy da duoc ngoi ca, thd phung va ton
vinh. Va dan dan, mot sy thay d6i méi xdy ra phia sau nhimg nguoi
d3 tao nén nhitng hinh anh 4y mai khién cho ching bién doi dan
thanh céc vi thin va nit than nhu Surya- Than Mit Troi, Agni-Than
Ltra, Dyaus-Baafu troi, Vayu-Thén Gio, Apas-Thﬁn Nudc, Usas-
Than Binh Minh...C6 thé néi rang cac vi than di duoc nhan cach
hoa tir nhitng hién twong thién nhién thong thuong nhat.

Mic dii ¢6 rat nhiéu sie khdc biét vé quan diém tén gido trong cdc
bai ca cia Rig Veda, ching phan dnh niém tin thic té cia nguoi
Aryan An D trong thoi ky lich sit so khai. Mic du cac bai ca ndy co
1& ra doi tir rat nhiéu cac gia dinh ca si doc 1ap hay cac nhom dao si
nhung khéng vi thé ma nhiing bai ca ay khong phai 1a dai dién cho
niém tin cua dong déao quan ching bay gio. Chiia Troi co thé dugc
xuét hién trong moét cam himg tirc thoi cia mot ca si nhung chic
chin nhing yéu t§ dé tao nén tang cho mot hinh anh nhu vay da
duoc tao nén tir rat 1au roi trong quan ching nhan dan. Hyllebrandt
dd noi rang: “Than thanh ding trén nhung khong ¢ ngodi quin
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chiing nhan dan™ 14 thé. Cho nén, ching ta c6 thé coi Rig Veda la
dai dién cho niém tin ton gido cd nhit ctia nguodi Aryan An D9.

Véi tw cdach la mét tae pham van hoc, Rig Veda ximg ddng dwoc
c6 mét vi tri danh duy trén van dan thé gioi. Chic chén 1a cac tac gia
ctia nhitg khuc ca tuyét voi ndy da dat dén dugc nhimg dinh cao
ma hiém khi con ngudi dat duge. Nguoi Aryan An Do da khong ca
ngoi thanh than trong sy run s¢ ma ho da ca lén nhiing bai ca bét
ngudn tir niém tin sau thim nhit cta tim hon, dwa tam voc cta ho
vuon 1én gan giii hon véi nhitng vi thdn ma ho dang ca ngoi. Khi
ho ca lén céc bai ca, ho khong hé cam that x4u hd khi van nai,
mong doi cac vi thin thuéng cho ho ngudn ctia cai nhu vang bac,
bo, con trai... Mot ca si trong Rig Veda di cau than Indra nhu sau:

“Néu t6i ma nhu Ngai, 6i Indra kinh yéu

Than cua tt ca cc vi than,

Thi nhitng ngudi thd phung t6i s& khong bao gid thiéu

Nhing dan bo cua riéng minh.

To1 s ban tang nhitng moén qua cua té1 cho ho,

Dbi v6i ngudi ca si da ca ngoi toi

Nhirng trdn mwa qua, 61 Dirc Ngai day quyén luc!

Nguoi chu cua nhitng dan gia suc” (VIIL, 14, 1.2).

Trong mét doan khac, ca si lai kéu goi Théan Lua Agni voi
nhiing 101 nhu sau:

“Néu toi bat tir, Agni, con Ngudi 1a ngudi tran,

Nguoi 1a con trai cua stuc manh, nhu Mitra 1a nguoi ma ching
toi hién té,

Ngudi ma toi s& khong bao gio ddm bang bo!

Thi nhiing ai tho phung t61

S& khong phai chiu nhitng ndi dau kho, su tho o hay 1am hai”.

(VI 14, 1.2)

Trong tit ca cac vi thin ctia Rig Veda, chi ¢c6 Varuna 1a luon
luén duge kinh cdn cau xin vi ong ta la vi than cam can ndy muyc
trong viéc ngudi ¢ tran gian phai dén bu toi 16i ma ho di pham phai
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trong mdi kiép ngudi nén bat ky khi nio cac ca si nhin dén ong ta,
ho déu v6 ciing so hai.

Cdc vi than chinh trong Rig Veda la Indra, Agni...

Chung ta c6 thé coi Indra 1a vi than mang tinh qudc gia cua tac
pham nay. Vao thoi gian Rig Veda ra doi, ngudi An P9 van con
phai dang d4u tranh giir dit va mo dat, do do, Indra di tré thanh
mét vi than-chién si. Strc manh va long can dam cua Indra va tinh
than chién d4u can truong bang sam sét v6i cac con qui trén chién
truong ludn luén dugc mo ta trong Rig Veda. Pac biét, cudc chién
dau cta Indra véi Vrtra dé dem lai ngudn nudc- ngudn sdng cho
muodn loai- da dugc ngoi ca trong vo s6 cac khuc ca. Indra 1a vi
than ctia cac chién binh. Khong c¢6 mot vi than nao trong Rig Veda
duge miéu ta véi vo sb cac chi tiét c4 nhan va trong nhiéu khiic ca
nhu Indra. Tay cua Indra rat to va khoé, d6i moi dep d€ thuong
xuyén udng ruou soma. Khi ubng ruou soma, Indra thuong nhay
nhay quai ham va lic lic mai ddu hoe vang. Toc va toan than cua
Indra 4nh 1én mot mau vang 6ng. Indra 13 mot nguoi khong 16, Trai
Dit va Thién Pang khong du dé thit mot vong quanh eo ctia Ngai.
Khong ai c6 thé khoé hon Indra, Ngai c6 thé nim hai dau cua thé
gidi trong 1ong ban tay. Indra dwoc dé cap téi trong 250 khuc ca
cua Rig Veda.

Than Lira Agni dugc dé cép trong Rig Veda nhu mot ngudi ban
ctia con ngudi, than 14 trung gian gitra than va ngudi du Agni 1a lua
thiéng hién té hay lira & ndu nhitng bita an théng thudng cho con
ngudi. Nguoi ca si khi cdu khan Agni trong Rig Veda coi than nhur
cha ctia minh. Néu Indra 13 vi than chién tranh thi Agni 1a vi than
ctia gia dinh, bao vé vo con ctia ngudi cau nguyén tranh khoi nhing
tai wong bat tric va lam cho gia dinh anh ta dugc sung tic giau co.
Nguoi ca si goi Agni 1a “Thd than- Grhaspati”, 1a “ Khach cia timg
gia dinh”, “La nguoi dimg dau trong cac vi khach”...Vi Agni bét tir
nén nguoi An D0 tin ring tit ca nhimg gi dugc than bao tro s& mai
mai phon vinh, phat dat. Va vi mdi khi ¢6 dau duoc rudc vé nha
chdng trong dam cudi déu budc phai di vong quanh dam lira cho
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nén Agni con dugc goi 1a “Ngudi tinh cia cac cd gai”, “ngudi
chdng cua phu nit”...Trong bai ca doc tai ddm cudi, ngudi ta noi
rz‘“mg chi ré da nhan dugc ¢d dau tir sy ban phudc cua Agni. Tét ca
cac bai ca cAu nguyén cua ngudi An Do trong dam cudi, khi sinh
con, va cac sy kién khac cua gia dinh déu ciu khan Agni. Vi nhu
trong dam cudi, nguoi ta cau Agni nhu sau:

“Cau cho Than bao vé nang

Cau cho Than dit din nang truéng thanh

Cau cho nang duoc Than ban phiic cho c6 mang, 1a me cua
nhitng dua tré

Céu cho nang dwoc ching kién nhitng niém vui cua cac con trai
minh!”®

Véi tur cach 1a Lira Thiéng, Agni 1a “Nguoi dua tin” giita than va
ngudi. Voi kha ning siéu viét, do6i khi Than dua vat hién té 1én tan
trén troi cho cac vi than va nhimng lac khac lai dan 16i dé cac vi than
tiép can v6i nhitng ngudi dang cau khan ho. Than Agni dugc miéu
ta nhu mot vi than téc dé nhu lira, rdu ciing mau do, ¢6 quai ham
sac nhon, rang lap lanh vang, khi Than ndi, lira toé ra tir ham ring
ciia Than nhu nhimg ludi lra. Anh Itra sang 1ip lanh khién cho
ngudi ta nghi rang Agni c6 hang ngan con mat, tiéng lira reo duoc
vi nhu tiéng bo réng va chinh than Agni ciing dugc vi nhu c6 than
hinh con bo...

Theo Rig Veda, Agni duoc sinh ra: trén Troi, Than sang lap lanh
dudi dang lira cia Mt Troi; dudi dat, Than do con ngudi san sinh
ra bang cach co hai thanh ctii v6i nhau va dudi nuée, than sinh ra
do sdm sét giang xudng. Do vai trd quan trong khong gi sanh noi
cua Litra trong doi séng cua con nguoi An Do ¢ dai, sb bai ca dang
taing Agni cling tré nén rat phong pht v&i con sé hon 200 bai. Cac
hién tuong thién nhién khéac ciing dugc dé cip dén trong Rig Veda
nhung it hon Indra va Agni nhu Than Gié, Bdo, Mua...

Cang & nhitng téc pham sau, Rig Veda cang mang hoi thé cia
triét hoc nhiéu hon. Tir cam himg tén gido so khai, myc dich gian
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di 1a tho phung cac than, cang vé sau, Rig Veda cang mang tinh
chét tu bién triét hoc. Bit diu vai viée tu hoi vé cude séng trudc va
sau cai chét, vé s6 phan cua linh hon con ngudi, vé tinh trang phiéu
linh ctia con ngudi khi udng rugu thiéng soma,... Cac ¥ niém triét
hoc bat dau hién dan 1én trong tic phim nay. Nguoi An Do bat dau
tw hoi vé nguén géc va sy van dong cua vii try, vé sb phan cua cac
béc t6 tién ciing nhu con chau trong tuong lai cta ho. C6 dén hon
mudi khic trong Rig Veda dugce cac nha nghién ctru goi la cac khic
ca mang tinh triét hoc. Nhimng ca khiic nay dit ra cac van dé rat 16n
lao cta sy hién ton nhu nguén géc ctia vil try, cac than thuc sy ¢o
ngudn gdc tir dau. ..

“Ai la ngudi da thanh cong trong viéc tim ra thé gisi nay?

Tir dau thé gidi nay da sinh ra, ai da trong thay no?

Céc vi than di dugc sinh ra tir thé gidi nay

Ai ¢6 thé néi rang thé gidi nay tir ddu di sinh ra?

Ai 12 ngudi da sang tao ra thé gi6i?

Ai 13 ngudi tir tang troi cao dang nhin xudng ching ta?

Ai 12 ngudi di tao ra hay khong tao ra thé giGi?

Nguoi d6 c6 biét didu d6 khong hay ciing ching thé biét gi?”

(RXV, 129)

Nhing ¥ tudng triét hoc cang lic cang chin mudi di dwa dén
nhitng két luan bat ngd rang tat ca cac vi than ma nguoi An Do ¢d
dai tin twong chi 1a nhirg bd mit khac nhau ciia mot Vi Duy nhét
dang ton tai, da dién, chéng qua chi la cac mat cia mét ao anh:

“Nguoi ta goi d6 1a Indra, Varuna va Mitra

Agni, con chim c6 doi canh tuyét voi cua Thién Dang

Nhiéu céi tén ma cic nha tho dit cho chi mot ngudi ma thoi,

Nguoi ta goi do 1a Agni, Yama, Matarisvan...”

(RVI, 164, 46)
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D6 chinh 13 budc khéi dau cia nhiing tic pham nhu Upanishads
sau nay.

Bén canh cam hung triét hoc, mot sb bai tho trong Rig Veda-
Samhita, khoang 20 bai, da dua chung ta lai gén su ra doi cua ngh¢
thut st thi. Pay 1 nhitng truong doan ké chuyén ma nha nghién
ctru Oldenberg di nghién ctu rat k¥, ong goi do6 1a Akhyana.
Oldenberg chi ra rang dang cd nhat cta sir thi tai An D9 bao gdm sy
két hop gitra tho va van xudi: cac 101 no6i cuia nhan vat dugc biéu hién
bang tho trong khi nguyén nhan cac sy kién dan dén nhing 16i n6i
d6 lai duoc dién giai bang van xudi. Tuy nhién, chi c6 tho méi dugce
truyén dat mot cach twong ddi 6n dinh tir doi nay sang doi khac qua
nhitng nguoi ké chuyén trong khi phan van xubi lai thuong bi thay
d6i boi cam himg ciia mdi ngudi ké chuyén do. Phan tho trong
Akhyana nay cia Rig Veda hién con duge ngudi An Do bao ton con
phan vin xudi thi da bi mat. Néu d6i chd con duoc giir lai thi ciing
chi qua truyén khau cia cac nghé nhan Ba-la-mén hay do céc tac
phdm ra doi mudn hon nhiéu binh pham. Ly thuyét nay ciia nha
nghién ctru Oldenberg di dugc da s cac hoc gia khac chdp nhéan’.

Tuy nhién sau ndy, hoc thuyét trén ctia Oldenberg bi nhidu nha
nghién ctru khéac phan bac nhu Max Muller va Sylvain Levi. Ho cho
rang nhitng doan tho nhu vay 1a dang thirc ban dau cta kich. Y
tuong nay thadm chi con di xa hon véi cac nha nghién ctru nhu John
Hertel va L.von Schroder. Ho cho ring Oldenberg d4 nhiam. Chinh
nhitng doan tho ddi thoai ay thudong dwoc dem ra biéu dién kém theo
v6i cac nghi thirc ton gido nhiam minh hoa cho cac hanh dong kich
nhung d6 14 nhitng hanh dong gi thi cho dén nay van chua sang to.

Trong thuc té, nhimng 10i tho ddi thoai nhu phan tho trong
Akhyana cta Rig Veda rat thong dung trong vin hoc An Do. Chiing
ta co thé tim ra v6 s6 cac doan nira tho nira kich nhu vay trong
Mahabharata, Purana va nhit 13 trong vin hoc Phat gido. Nhiing
bai tho twong tu cling rat phd bién trong cac nén vin hoc khac. Pay
chinh 1 c6i ngudn ciia ca sir thi 1dn kich béi vi cac bai ca ¢6 dai d6
chira ca yéu t6 cuia kich 1an chuyén ké. Sir thi phat trién tir nhiing
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doan ké con kich thi nay sinh tir nhitng yéu t6 kich nay. Poan
Akhyana nbi tiéng nhét cta Rig Veda 1a RVX, 95, dai 18 stanza -
doan tho, bao gém cudc dbi thoai gitta Pururava va Urvasi.
Pururava 1a mdt con nguodi binh thuong trong khi Urvasi la mdt nit
than apsara. Trong bon ndm troi, nang tién ndy & trén tran thé voi
tu cach 1a vo ciia Pururava cho dén khi nang mang thai. Nang bién
mét “ngay khi tia sing ddu tién cia binh minh roi t6i”. Chang
Pururava b6 di tim va cubi cing, chang tim thdy nang dang tim bén
mot cai hd ciing voi céc tién nit khac. Chinh ¢ day, chung ta duoc
thuong thirc cudc dbi thoai ctia con ngudi bi bo roi cling nang tién
xinh dep. Khi Pururava thé 1a dé cho cho s6i an thit minh hodc nhay
xudng vach da tu tir, nang Urvasi tra 10i:

“Xin dimg chét, chang oi,

Chang dimg nhay xudng nui,

Ciing ding 1am modi cho cho s6i!

bung bao gid ¢ tinh ban vdi dan ba,

Vi ho ¢6 trdi tim cia loai linh céu!”®

Khong thé thuyét phuc duoc Urvasi, chang Pururava toi nghiép
chi c¢6 thé sum hop v&i nguoi yéu trén thién dang ma thoi. Cau
chuyén nay con duogc ké di ké lai nhiéu lan trong cac quyén khac
nhau cua Rig Veda, trong Mahabharata, Visnu Purana, trong
truyén cb tich An D9. ..

Mot cau chuyén thir hai ciing mang ddy tinh ngh¢ thuat 1a cau
chuyén vé Yama va Yami. Hai con nguoi sinh d6i nay budc phai
két hop v6i nhau dé gidng ngudi khong bi tuyét chung vi ho 1a
nhitng ngudi duy nhat séng sot trong huyén thoai nay. Nguoi anh
khong chiu nhung c6 em thi mdi lic mot say mé cudng nhiét va
tuyét vong trong doan RVX 10, 1. Chung ta khong biét két thiic
cudi cung cua doan tho nhung qua thuc vé mat ngh¢ thuat thi do 1a
mot kiét tac.

Trong Rig Veda, ching ta con thay rat nhiéu ciu dd, loai hinh réat
phd bién ddi véi cac nén vin hoc ¢d. Co nhidu cau gid day trd nén
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rat kho hiéu dbi v6i chung ta nhung ciing c¢6 kha nhiéu céu c6 thé
dé dang giai thich. Vi du c4u d6 vé& Mit Troi:

“M0t nguoi chin gia suc ludn ludn di trén con dudng cua minh
ma khong bao gio roi xudng. Anh ta 1 noi hoi ty cta dnh sang va
cling 13 noi 4nh sang toa ra. Anh ta di vong tron quanh thé gi6i cua
ching ta”.

Hay day 1a cdu d6 vé nam:

“Pd ai biét cai gi ¢6 12 vanh va ba truc trong mét cai xe,

Gan kém trong d6 1a 360 cai nan hoa”.

(RV 1, 164)

Cau d6 nay dung dé chi mot ndm c6 12 thang, ba mua va 360
ngay!

Tir nhimg nghién ctru vé Kinh Veda, ta c6 thé thiy ring & mot
mirc 46 ndo d6 Kinh Veda c6 thé dugc goi 1 nén tang cua Hindu
gido & An D9 va xa hoi dua trén tén gido nay. Khong c6 no, Hindu
gido kho co thé duoc thiét 1ap voi cac nghi 18 va lut 16 cua nd. Vi
vay, van hoc Veda noi chung va Kinh Veda no6i rieng da dem toi
cho ching ta mot luong kién thirc sdng dong vé cac thiét ché xa
hoi, nghi 18, luat phap; phan 4nh niém tin thuc té cia ngudi Aryan
An D06 trong thoi ky lich sir so khai; cac tic pham chinh va gia tri
xuit sic cua Kinh Veda v6i tu cach 1a tic pham van hoc lau doi
nhét cia ngudi An D9. /.
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Abstract

THE VEDAS AND THE ANCIENT INDIAN LITERATURE

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Do Thu Ha
Faculty of Oriental Studies
VNU, University of Social Sciences and Humanities
The Vedas are the most important creations of Veda literature.
Without these Sutras, the ancient Indian literature would not have
been considered complete. Some scholars consider the Veda hymns
a revelation against human risks. These hymns are considered a
plea to the Gods to give grace to worshipers. There are four main
works in the Vedas, Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samveda and
Atharvaveda. In the contribution, the author introduces the Vedas
and its roles to the Ancient Indian liturature. The paper has 4 main
parts: 1. The concept of the Vedas; 2. The main works of the Vedas;
3. The time of creation of the Vedas; and 4. The main content of the
Vedas.

Keywords: The Vedas; time of creation; main works; basic
contents.



