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ASVAMEDHA - LE HIEN SINH NGUA THOI VEDA

Tém tit: Asvamedha - viéc hién sinh ngua la mot trong bon
nghi thirc quan trong nhdt trong truyén théng Veda cé xua.
Asvamedha dwoc mo ta trong Satapatha Brahmana la mot
nghi thirc rdt phitc tap va ddy tinh biéu twong. O bé ngodi,
cdc nguén dir liéu c6 thé tao ra an trong vé sur khong nhat
quan trong sw lién két voi cdc vi than, biéu twong va y nghia
khdc nhau trong nghi thirc. Sw khéng nhat quan ndy cé thé
dwoc quy cho mot thuc té la cac ngu(;n dir liéu An Pé 6 dai
la su tdp hop cia nhiéu bai thanh ca, khic ngdm va cong
thire thiéng liéng dwoc bdo ton qua truyén khdu, tir cdc thoi
diém va khu viee khdc nhau. Do dé, viéc phan tich Asvamedha
ddt ra nhiéu thach thire do sw phitc tap ciia nghi thirc day tinh
biéu twong nay. Trong boi canh nhie vdy, ré rang la khéng c6
loi gidi thich duy nhdt hodc don gidn cho ¥ nghia va biéu
twong cua no. Bai viét nay chi dé cdp dén ba khia canh cia
As$vamedha: chiéu kich tén gido phé qudt, ¥ nghia va ham y
chinh tri, va nén tang An-Au chung ciia né.

Tir khéa: Asvamedha; chiéu kich tén gido; y nghia chinh tri;
nén tang An-Au.

Gioi thiéu

Asvamedha - viéc giét ngua hién té 1a mot trong bdn nghi thuc
quan trong nhat trong truyén thong Veda ¢ xua. Ba nghi thirc con
lai 1a: Agnikitya - xay dung mot ban thd lira, Rajasuya - 1& nhim
chirc hoang gia, Vajapeya - mot 1& hién t& bang rugu soma
(Satapatha Brahmana', Book V1.6.1.1.). Ngudn lich st chinh cua
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Asvamedha dugc ghi nhan trong atapatha Brahmana dugc bién
soan vao khoang nam 900-700 TCN. Day la mét tap hop cac bai
thanh ca An D6 ¢6 dai va cac cong thuc nghi 18, cung cép cho doc
gia mot mo ta sébng dong vé nghi thic cd xua nay. Nhung diéu
dang ghi nh¢ 13, nghi thuae thiéu ngua, thanh ca va cong thic ton
gido dugc ghi lai trong Satapatha Brahmana (SB) lau doi hon
nhiéu so v&i cic ngudn viét co tinh lich sir d6 voi nién dai vao
khoang thién nién ky thir hai TCN. Thuét ngit nay duoc dé cap lan
dau tién trong van ban lau doi nhit cia An D0, Rig Veda (RV)
trong bai thanh ca danh cho Indra (RV VIIL57). Tt nglr canh cua
van ban, duong nhu thuat ngit Asvamedha ding dé chi mot nguoi
tuy thuat ngit ndy c6 nghia den la “hién té ngya”. Mat khac, c6
bang chtng cho thdy né di duogc thue hién vao cudi thé ky XII. Tuy
chic chin mét sd y nghia, biéu tuong va cac yéu t6 cua nd phai
thay d6i theo thoi gian nhung su ton tai cta truyén thong cd xua
nay thuc su 4n tuong. Tam quan trong cua nghi thirc nay dugc thira
nhan r& rang trong Satapatha Brahmana (SB, Book VI.6.1.1).
Trong thuc té, trong mot sd thoi ky, nd co thé 1a nghi thirc quan
trong nhat, vuot xa cac nghi thirc khac.

Day 1a mot nghi 18 hoang gia dé dam bao sy thinh vurong va may
man cta nha vua va vuong qudc ciia minh. Cac nghi 18 va nghi thirc
lién quan 13 nhimg 1& nghi phic tap va cong phu kéo dai trong ca
nim. Pinh cao cia né 13 sy hién sinh mot con ngwa, trong d6 nha
vua 1a nguoi hién té. Pay ciing 1a mot 1& ky niém quan sy vi
“4svamedha 14 1& hién sinh cua ting 16p ksatriya” (Dé xem su chuan
bi va nghi thirc cia A$vamedha, xin xem SB, Book XIII). Dong thoi,
nghi 1& thé hién nhiing dic diém phd quat qua sy lién két chat ché
Vv6i Prajapati - Chua té Sang tao. Satapatha Brahmana néi rang
Prajapati giao nhiing 18 hién té khac cho cac vi than khac, nhung
“Asvamedha 1a cho chinh minh” (sach da dan, XIII1.2.1). Trong mot
doan khac, thanh dién nay noéi, “Asvamedha 1a Prajapati” (SB,
XII1.2.2), ¥ nghia toan dién, phd quat va vii tru ctia nd ciing duoc
thé hién bang cum tir “Asvamedha 14 tit ca” (SB, XIIL.4.1).
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Asvamedha nhu dugc md ta trong atapatha Brahmana la mot
nghi thuc rat phuc tap déy tinh biéu tuong. Hon nira, & lan déu tién,
cac nguon tai liéu co thé tao ra 4n twong 1a khong nhit quan trong
su lién két cuia chung vdi cac vi than, biéu tugng va y nghia khac
nhau cua cac nghi 1&. An twong ban dau vé sy khong nhat quén nay
c6 thé, & mot mirc do 16m, duge quy cho thyc té 1a cac nguén van
ban An Do ¢d dai la mot tap hop cua nhiéu bai thanh ca, tung ca va
cong thirc thiéng dugc bao ton nhu mot truyén théng truyén miéng,
va thuong tir cac thoi diém va khu vuc khac nhau. Do dé, viéc phan
tich Asvamedha dat ra nhiing kh6 khan nghiém trong do sy phuc
tap ciia nghi thirc day tinh biéu tugng nay. Trong bdi canh nay, 16
rang 1a ta s& khong c6 10i giai thich duy nhat hodc don gian cho y
nghia va biéu tuong cta nd. Bai viét nay sé& chi dé cap dén ba khia
canh cua Asvamedha. D6 1a: chiéu kich ton gido phd quat, y nghia
chinh tri va nén tang An-Au chung ctia no.

Cac linh vic theo thuyét pho dd ching sinh

V&i Asvamedha dai dién cho cac khia canh quén sy, hoang gia
va Chu nghia Pai An, chi con mot bude nita 1a c¢6 duoc mét chiéu
kich phd quat va vii try hoc. Nhat nguyén luan vé khai niém ton
gido Vi tu cach 13 mot phan khong thé thiéu trong van hoa An Do
lam cho diéu nay tham chi con dé dang hon dé dwoc dua vio nghi
18. G day, mot 1an nira that kho dé xac dinh khi nao sy phat trién
nay dién ra. Nhung c6 vé hop 1y khi cho ring né phai xay ra trudc
khi Satapatha Brahmana duogc bién soan.

Chiéu kich méi nay cia nghi thirc chi c¢6 thé dugc hiéu trong bdi
canh cua khai niém vuong quyén An P¢. Gidng nhu nhitng toc
nguoi An-Au khac, hoi déng b lac dugc goi 1a samiti da bau ra cac
nha ldnh dao An Do trong sd nhitng ngudi ndi bat nhat. Trong
nhirng thoi ky dau tién, nha lanh dao 1a mot chi huy quan sy, va
quyén han cta anh ta bi giéi han trong thoi gian cia cudc xung dot.
Trong bbi canh nay, vuong quyén An D¢ phat trién tir sy lanh dao
¢ tinh chit bd lac nay, van gitt dugc nhiéu khia canh quan su.
Trong thuc té, vwong quyén duoc coi 13 sy mo rong ciia mot tang
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16p chién binh, ksatriva (K. TR. Jayaswal, Hindu Polity, tr. 186). O
nhitng vuong quéc dau tién, mic dii vuong quyén da trd thanh cha
truyén con ndi, mot sb yéu td biéu tuong nhét dinh coa hé théng tu
chon cii van duoc giit lai (Election of kings: K.TR. Jayaswal, tr.
187). Cac vi vua co thé bi phé trudt; va su gia nhép cua ho dugc xac
nhan béi hoi dong. Tuy nhién, vao thoi diém d6, hoi dong, vi 1y do
thuc té, chi bao gdm nhing ngudi ndi bat hon 14 toan bd dan sb noi
chung (sach da dan, tr.187). Pong thoi, nén tang chung cua vuong
quyén tao diéu kién cho su xuét hién cua quan diém cho réng nha
nudée 1a mot thé ché duy nhat, noi nha vua ciing nhur tit ca cac ting
16p x4 hoi khac tuwong tic v6i nhau theo cach ddi ung (K.TR.
Jayaswal, tr. 188). Trong bdi canh nay, nha vua duoc ky vong s&
thuc hién mot s nghia vu dbi véi than dan va lanh dia ctia minh
(S.D. Singh, ptr. 341-342; xem thém: B. Lincoln, Death, War and
Sacrifice, tr. 12). Mot vi vua tdt va cong bé“mg ¢6 thé dam bao sy an
lanh cho céc than dan ciia minh bang cach duy tri cic truyén thong
cli va thuc hién cac nghi thuc c6 lién quan (TS, IV.4.12; trong: J.
Gonda, Ancient Indian Kingship from the Religious Point of View,
tr. 69). Nguoi ta tin réng mot vi vua xau xa s& mang dén tai hoa va
Su sup dd cta ca dé ché va cac thin dan cua minh. Nha vua sé hiru
mot s thude tinh than thanh va duge coi nhu céc vi than séng,
nhung chu yéu thong qua dirc hanh va ban chit cia chtic ning cua
minh. Nguoi dan va chinh dirc vua ciing tin rang, mot mirc d¢ than
thanh cao hon so véi cac than dan cua ong ta c6 dugc qua mot
khudén miu thuc t& duy nhit chinh 1a két qua tir cac nghi 1& nham
chuc cua hoang gia; va dugc duy tri thong qua viéc thyc hién ding
cac nghi thic sau d6. Trong bdi canh nay, vuong quyén An Do vé
co ban vin c6 tinh thé tuc. Pay 1a mot loai “hop dong” giita nha
vua va cac thin dan cua minh (L. Dumond, Religion/Politics and
History in India (The Hague: Mouton Publishers, 1970), tr. 71, 73).

Trong bdi canh nhu vay, viéc thuc hién va tuan thi nghiém ngat
quy trinh nghi 1& hién té 1 v6 cing quan trong. Do d6, Asvamedha,
gidng nhu nhiéu nghi thirc khac, c6 duoc mot chiéu kich phd quat
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va trd thanh mot yéu t6 chinh tri - x4 hoi gin két manh mé. Bang
ching vé& mit ndy qua rd rang. Vi du, trong nghi thirc, ba con dao
da dugc sir dung dé tung xéo con ngwa. Ching dugc 1am bang
vang, dong va sit. Ba con dao d6 tuong trung cho su phan chia xi
hdi thanh hoang tdc, quy toc va nong dan (SB, XII1.2.2).

Hon nita, khong c6 gi ngac nhién khi v6i ban chit cu thé cia
vuong quyén An D6 va nhan thirc vé& nha nuéc nhu mot vii tru thu
nhd, Asvamedha cling tré thanh mgt nghi thuc khong chi giup duy
tri trat ty xa hoi va hanh phuc cia nha nuéc ma con ca trat tu vi
try. Nhitng yéu t6 vii tru va phd quat ciia nghi thirc ndy rat rd rang
tir nhiéu tai liéu tham khao, trong cac ngudn sir lidu, lién két con
ngwa va su hién sinh cta n6 véi than Prajapati, “chta té sang tao”
(Taittiriya Samhita - TS, V.5.23 and SB, XII1.2.2). Tai li¢u tham
khao dau tién vé vi than nay rat c6 thé 1a mot bai thanh ca tir Rig
Veda, lién quan dén su sang tao. O d6, mot vi than khong tén dugc
tao ra vii tru tir “Phoi vang” (RV, 10.121). Mac du Prajapati khong
duoc dé cap dén bang tén, nhung ciu chuyén twong ddng vai cic
ngudn sau nay cho thay bai thanh ca dé cap dén Prajapati (W.D.
O’Flaherty in RV, tr. 26-27). Prajapati xuit hién trong Rig Veda 1a
mot vi than c6 tim quan trong twong ddi nhoé so véi Varuna, Mitra,
Indra, Agni hodc Siirya. Do d6, su thing thién cua Prajapati c6 thé
dugc quy cho truyén théng Balamén sau nay, vi du, trong
Satapatha Brahmana, Ngai dugc coi 1a mot vi than tdi cao. Ngai
dugc ghi nhan voi viéc phat minh ra tat ca cac vat hién t& va Ia
ngudi dau tién thuc hién hién t& ngwa. Duong nhu trong thoi ky
Balamoén, Prajapati da hop nhat v& mat khai niém véi con nguoi
nguyén thiy Purusha. Ban dau, theo Rig Veda, diy 1a mot ngudi
khéng 16 vii tru da bi cc vi than tude doat. Vil tru cling nhu loai
nguoi sau do dugc tao ra tur cac by phan co thé cua anh ta. Nguoi
An Do thoi ky Veda coi Purusha 13 nan nhéan hién té cudi cing ma
sy hién sinh 1a mot yéu cau cho hanh dong sang tao. Trong chiéu
kich méi nay ciia nghi thirc, con ngua hién té tro thanh mot hoa
than cua than Prajapati. Va do do, con ngya - Prajapati tw nguyén
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hién sinh cho chinh minh. Tuy nhién, trong tdm cua sy hién sinh,
gidng nhu trong vu hoa thiéu cia Purusha, khong phai 13 cai chét
clia con ngya, ma 1a vé cac luc lwong duge giai phong tir sy hién
sinh d6: cac luc lugng tai lap va 1am méi trat tu vii try. O cap do
con ngudi, nhu da duoc néu, mot 18 hién sinh duge thuc hién ding
cach s& d6i méi va bao dam trat tu va thinh vugng xa hoi.

Diéu dang cht ¥ 1a cac bai thanh ca dugc doc trong 18 hién té
ngua, va dugc ghi lai trong Taittiriya Samhita’, 1a nhiing du hiéu
rd rang v& ban chét ph6 quat va vii tru cua nghi thtrc. Sy ca ngoi
lién tuc cia cac than dan va khia canh v tan cua cudc séng, cling
nhu ca ngoi nhitng thai cuc ddi lap cua sy vat hodc hi¢n tugng
chinh 1a ca ngoi ban chit doc ton va toan dién ciia than trong nghi
1&. Hon nita, bai thanh ca con dic biét so sanh con ngua véi vii tru.
Ngoai ra, mot phan cua Asvamedha lién quan dén viée ting xéo con
ngua, ciing giéng nhu sy hién sinh cua Purusha. Phan nay cua budi
1 rat phirc tap va tudn theo cac quy tic va huéng dan chinh xac cia
cac dao si. Trong luc hién sinh ngua, ho cau khan vo s6 vi than; va
cac bo phan khac nhau ciia co thé cua con ngya dugc chi rd dé
cung cip cho cac vi than cu thé nao.

Do d6, ¢o thé két ludn riang, nhiing khia canh phd quat cta nghi
thirc nay tuong Gmg voi quan diém cia vuong qudc An Do ¢6 dai
Vv6i tat ca cac ddc quyén va trach nhiém xi hoi cta né. Day 1a noi
vuong quéc dugc xem l1a mdt vii tru vi mo, va viéc thuc hién ding
nghi thirc dam bao khong chi su on dinh va lién tuc cia nha nuéc,
ma con duy tri trat tuy v try.

Cac Iinh vue chinh tri

Khi x hoi An Do cb dai vuot qua ranh gidi bo lac nhéd va phat
trién thanh cac vuong qudc 16n hon, nghi 1& hién sinh ngya mang
yéu t6 va y nghia méi. Khi cac vi vua thay thé cac thu linh b6 lac,
nghi 18 ngay cang trd thanh mot biéu hién vé quyén lyc hoang gia,
vi du n6 dugc coi 1a mdt nghi thirc “ban phat 4nh sang cho by may
hoang gia” (SB, XII1.2.2). Mot s6 yéu t6 khéc ciing thay dbi, vi du,
cac nit hoang thay thé vo cua thu linh bd lac dtng ra lam 1& nhung
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cac phan nghi thirc vAn co ban giéng nhau, nhat 1a van giit duoc
cac khia canh quan sy manh m&. Sy cdng sinh cua chién tranh va
hoang gia la rd rang tr mot trong nhitng bai thanh ca dugc doc
trong Asvamedha, noi mét vi than duoc yéu cau ching minh céac k§
nang quan sy cho nha vua tin (SB, XIIL.1.6).

Mo hinh cai tri cho mot vi vua An Do co 1€ duge mo ta tot nhAt
trong st thi Mahabharata cia Hindu gido. Truong hop mot vi vua
nguyén thuy huyén thoai, Pathu, 1a mot chién binh bat kha chién
bai, mét ké chinh phuc huing manh, nhung ciing 14 ngudi cung cép
va bdo v¢ chinh dang cho ngudi dan cua minh. Vi khai niém nay da
duoc chép nhan rdng rai trong xa hoi An Do, cac vi vua va hoang
dé du kién s& mé rong lanh dia cua ho. Y tudng nay duoc thé hién
trong thudt ngtt digvijaya, c6 nghia 1a chinh phuc theo moi hudng.

Do do, it nhat 1a tir giira thoi Veda, 1y tuong nay da tim thay sy
phan chiéu manh mé& trong Asvamedha. Vi tu cach mot phan
chudn bi cho sy hién sinh, con ngya dugc tha di lang thang trong
mdt ndm, nhung cling dugc cac chién binh bao vé. Néu con ngua
vao mot ving dat xa la, nha vua c6 thé dua ra yéu sach lanh thd dbi
v6i ngudi cai tri ving dat d6. Khong kho dé tudng tuong rang diéu
nay c6 thé dé dang bi thao ting. Dbi voi nhidu vi vua An Do, mot
“con ngya lang thang” hén 12 mot cach thuén tién dé thanh hoa va
hop phap hoa viéc chinh phuc va banh truéng. Do do, ban than
As$vamedha da trd thanh mot nghi 18 thé hién sitc manh hoang gia
clia nhimng nguoi cai tri thanh cong va chién thing. Nguoi hién té
theo nghia thuc hay twong trung déu chinh 13 ngudi cai tri. Khong
nghi ngo gi nita, day 1a mot nghi 1& mang tinh biéu tuong va uy tin
ctia quyén luc hoang gia, vi mot sb vi vua An Do theo thoi gian da
thuc hién su hién sinh. Trong thoi ky Veda, n6 da tré thanh mot
nghi thirc wu ti voi cac khia canh va biéu tuong hoang gia manh
meé (TR. Banerjee, Early Indian Religion, tr. 23). Nghi thirc nay da
duoc thyc hién tir d6 cho dén thoi hién dai. Sy phd bién va y nghia
ctia n6 thay ddi theo thoi gian (TR. Banerjee, tr. 119). Nghi thirc
tiép tuc duoc phé bién trong ché d6 cua nhiéu nha cai tri An D sau
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nay. Céc thanh vién cua triéu dai Bharadiva ¢ thé ky III dugc ghi
nhan thuc hién muoi Asvamedhas (TR. Banerjee, tr. 129). Nghi
thirc vo cling phd bién trong cac vi vua ctia mién Nam An Do va c6
bang ching vé nghi thirc duge thuc hién ¢ d6 vao dau thé ky IV
(TR. Banerjee, tr. 130-131).

Nhu vay, co thé noi ré“mg, sur hién sinh cua Asvamedha, trong khi
van giir lai hau hét cac khia canh quan sy cta nd, da phat trién theo
hudng tré thanh mot nghi thirc chii yéu ciia hoang gia. Céac khia
canh hoang gia, banh truéng va Dai An cua nghi 18 twong tng vai
su phat trién cua khai niém vuong quyén An Do, s& duoc thao luan
chi tiét hon trong phan sau. Piéu dang chu y 1 pastamba rauta
Sitra, mot thanh dién c6 ngudn géc Veda sau nay, di ghi rang,
“Mot vi vua cua tit ca cc vung dét c6 thé thuc hién Asvamedha”
(A. B. Keith in TS, tr. cxxxii). Do d6, hién nhién 1a chi c6 nhirng vi
vua manh mé va thanh cong, nguoi cing chinh phuc nhitng ving
dat khac, mai thyc hién nghi thirc nay. RS rang Asvamedha 13 mot
yéu té quan trong trong viéc hop phap hoa viéc mé rong lanh thd
va duy tri uy tin ctia qubc vuong (J. Gonda, tr. 110).

3.Nén tang An - Au

Nhu di dé cap o trén, chic chin réng khai niém vé sy hién sinh
ngwa cb xua hon so v&i cic ngudn vin ban cé sin. Diéu dang chu
Y, su hién sinh ngua dugc nhéc dén trong mot s6 doan & Rig Veda
va Atharva Veda, duoc viét vao khoang nim 1500-1200 TCN,
nhung thuat ngit Asvamedha chi dugc st dung mot lan trong
Atharva Veda (AV, XLVIL7). Do 6, viéc thiéu sdng con ngua nhu
dugc mo ta trong Satapatha Brahmana phai 13 san phdm ctua mot
su tién hoa 1au dai va phai thé hién su hop nhat va tich liy cac khai
niém, nghi thirc va truyén thong khac nhau. Can phai nhé rang céac
ngodn ngit phi Dravidian cua tiéu luc dia An D6 thudc ho ngon ngit
An-Au, phat trién tir cac phuong ngit thoi dai dd dong co lién quan
chit ché va dugc goi chung 1a Proto-An-Au (M. Gimbutas, The
Slavs (London: Thames And Hudson, 1971), tr. 16). Trén tién dé
ctia nén tang ngdn ngir chung ndy, c6 thé gia dinh rang, nguodi An-
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Au ciing chia s¢ nhiéu yéu t6 van héa, va trong sb d6 c6 mot sb
khia canh ton gido chung.

Vi vy, trong boi canh niy, bang cach phén tich va kiém tra chéo
cac nghi 18 An-Au khac nhau lién quan dén mét con ngua hién té, mot
s6 yéu t6 phd bién cua nghi 18 An-Au co thé duogc tiét 16. Doi lai,
didu nay s& cung cap cho chung ta cac yéu t6 cbt 18i ciia Asvamedha
An D cb dai, dong thoi 1a mot khung dé phan tich sau hon.

Céc khia canh quan sy cta nghi thirc An D6 nay 13 rat rd rang
khi nghién ctru cac tai liéu tham khao dugc trich dan trude day vé
vi than Indra va 16p chién binh Ksatriya. Diéu dang cha ¥ 1a ba cau
tho ddu tién sau dy ciia mot bai thanh ca Rig Veda cb dai danh cho
cac vi than Visvedevas da dugc doc trong 18 hién sinh Asvamedha
(R.T.H. Griffith, in RV tr. 596):

“Ta s€, cung voi Indra va tat ca cac vi than dé hd trg Ta, dua
nhitng thé gii hién c6 nay vao sy khuét phuc. Sy hién sinh ctia
chiing ta, co thé ctia ching ta va con chéu cua ching ta, hiy dé
Indra hinh thanh cung vé&i Adityas. V6i dityas, v6i nhitng nguoi
Maruts, cau cho Indra c6 thé 13 ngudi bao vé co thé chung ta”(RV
X.CLVII).

Co rat nhiéu bai thanh ca khac duoc doc trong cac giai doan
khac nhau cuia nghi 18 v&i bdi canh quin sy manh mé, hét 15i ca
ngoi nhitng chién binh diing manh (TS, IV.6.6 & IV.6.8. 47). Vit té
ctia 18 hién sinh, con ngya, ciing dugc dit theo cing mot hudng.
Day 1a mot loai dong vat gin lién vé6i chién tranh khong chi giita
nhitng nguoi An Do cb dai, ma tit ca cac dan toc An-Au khac. Con
ngua khong phai 1a mdt dong vat chd hang hay cay bura. Ngua 1a tai
nguyén quan sy dét tién va co gia tri dé duoc cudi, hodc bi deo ach
dé kéo nhiing ¢ xe chién tranh. Do d6, khong c6 gi ngac nhién khi
chung dugc nguoi An Do cb dai coi 1a dong vat cao nhét (ngua la
con vat danh cho chién tranh: B. Lincoln, Death, War and Sacrifice
(Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1991), tr. 3, 156, va la
con thu cao cip nhat: TS, V.4.12).
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Mdt cai nhin sdu sdc tha vi vé nghi 18 dén tir phia bén kia ctia thé
gidi, va tir cac thoi diém khac nhau. O La M3 c6 dai, viéc giét ngua
hién sinh duoc goi 14 October Equus - Con ngua thang Mudi. Trong
nhiéu khia canh, nghi thirc ndy vé mat khai niém gidng véi An Do.
Céc nghi thirc duoc ching thuc trong cac tac pham cua Plutarch,
Polybius, Paulus va Festus. N6 15 rang co lién quan dén cac chién
binh va vi than chién binh Mars - Sao Hoa, khi 1€ hién sinh dién ra
trén “Canh déng Sao Hoa”. Sau mot tran chién gia, con ngua da bi
giét bang gido. Gidng nhu & An P9, con ngwa dugce dem ra hién sinh
1a con nguyra chién thing trong mét cudc dua xe ngyra. Theo Polybius,
su gia La Ma & thé ky II TCN, né cling dugc thuc hién ¢ La Ma cd
dai trude chién tranh hodc cac tran chién 16n. Hon nita, no cling co
mot khia canh hoang gia. La mot phan ctia nghi 1&, hai nhém nguoi
chién dau trong mot tran chién gia dé gianh 1dy cai dau cia con vat
bi hién té. M6t nhom twong trung cho nguoi dan dia phuong cb dat
diu ngya lén twong hoang cung, trong khi nhimg nhom khac, dai
dién cho ké xam lang bén ngoai, cd ngin chin diéu do. Cung lic do,
cai dudi con chay mau duoc dwa dén hoang cung, dé 1én ban tho dit
trén mot 10 sudi hoang gia (Equus October ceremony: G. Dumézil,
Archaic Roman Religion (Chicago: The University Of Chicago
Press, 1970), vol 1, tr. 215-216 & 226-227. And the horse being a
race winner India - RV 1.162 & 163 and SB, XIII.1.6).

Hon nita, trong nghi 18 An D9, ba nit hoang s& danh déu co thé
ctia con vat bi hién té v6i ghee (tinh bo) thanh ba phan. Ddng thoi,
trong khi phan chia tuong trung co thé ciia con ngwa thanh céc
phan phia trudce, giita va phia sau, ho 1an luot goi tén bau trdi, bau
khi quyén va Trai dat. Day duong nhu ciing 13 yéu t§ c¢6 xua nhét
ctia nghi thirc. Theo Atapatha Brahmana, n6 dugc thuc hién dé bao
dam stc manh tinh than va thé chit va stiic khoe vat chit, tuong
{mg, cho nha vua (SB XII1.7.6). C6 mot sé diém twong dong vé mit
khai niém trong sy hién sinh ciia nguoi La M, noi dau va dudi cua
con ngya bi cit dut. Mic du trong phién ban tiéng La tinh ¢6 mot y
nghia hoi khéac, nhung n6 van ¢ vé 1a mot khai niém bat budc phai



84 Nghién clru Tén gido. S6'11 - 2019

phan chia cac dong vét bat tir thanh ba phan. Vé mat nay, dudng
nhu ca truyén théng An D6 va La Ma déu bao tdn ¥ tudng ban dau
ctia minh. Diéu dang chi ¥ 1a thé gidi quan An-Au chung d chia sé
mot by phan chic ndng ba bén. Churc nang dau tién 1a sttc manh va
kién thuc thiéng. Chirc ndng thir hai gan lién véi chién tranh. Cudi
ciing, chirc ndng thir ba bao gdm céc hoat dong kinh té, nhu nong
nghi€p, chan nuoi va cac hoat dong khac. Hon nira, hé théng tam
linh nay duoc phan anh trong mot hé théng phan cip xa hoi c¢6 t6
chtre, tim thay biéu hién 16n nhat cta no6 trong sy phén chia giai cip
nguyén thuy cua An Do. O d6, xa hoi duoc chia thanh: téng 16p dao
sT ctia Brahmana; céc chién binh - Ksatriya; va nhitng ngudi nong
dan - Vaisya. Theo cach tuong tu, cac chiic ndng cua cac vi than
chinh dugc chia thanh ba linh vuc chinh 14 chi quyén, chién tranh
va céac hoat dong kinh té (G. Dumézil, Archaic Roman Religion, tr.
161, 279; G. J. Larson, Myth in IndoEuropean Antiquity (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1974), tr. 10).

Ngoai ra con ¢6 bang chimg tir cac ving dat khac cia chau Au.
Vio thé ky XII ¢ Ireland, vung Kenelcunill, tinh Ulster, trong 18 tAn
phong ctia mét vi vua méi, mot con ngua trang s& bi giét trong 18
hién sinh. Theo Giraldus Cambrensis, vi vua méi phai... giao hop
véi con ngua cai. Viéc giao hop cé that hay tuong trung 1a khé xéc
dinh. Con ngua hién t& bi giét sau do, ndu chin va mot sb phén
duoc nha vua va nguoi dan cung an (Giraldus Cambrensis,
Topogrphia Hibernia, in J. J. O’Meara trans. The History and
Topography of Ireland (Atlantic Highlands: Humanities press, Inc.,
1982), 1II. 102). Piéu dang cha ¥ 1a & An Do, con ngya hién té
ciing dugc nau chin va in theo nghi thirc. Nguoi ta thuong chip
nhin réng, dao si tham gia té 18 phai an n6 (RV 1.162.5., and
O’Flaherty interpretation in: W.D. O'Flaherty in RV, p. 92). Tuy
nhién, doan vin trong Rig Veda khong 1 rang va né c6 thé dugc
hiéu 12 nhitng ngudi tham gia khac da in no.

Nghi 1& Ailen cho thdy sy twong dong gan giii v6i truyén thong
An Do, trong d6 cac ba vo cua nha vua cling tham gia. La mdt phﬁn
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ctia nghi 1&, mot trong cac hoang hau phai nim xudng bén canh con
vat vira moi chét (J. Gonda, ptr. 141-142). Su két hop tinh duc
mang tinh biéu twong nay voi con vét da duoc thyc hién dé dam
bao kha nang sinh san va hanh phuic cua nha vua, nguoi dan va toan
b6 lanh dia. Y nghia tinh duc nay nh4n manh dén su ton tai cia sy
séng thong qua viéc giai phong cac lyc lugng mang lai su séng tai
thoi diém nghi thtrc chét cua con vat hién té. Piéu dang chi y 13 &
An Do, véi tu cach 1a mot ph::fm chuan bi, con ngua bi ngan can
giao hop v6i ngua cai dé tap trung va ting cuong cac luc luong
mang lai sy song twong tuy (E. Talley, ‘Runes, Mandrakes and
Gallows’, in G. J. Larson, Myth in Indo-European Antiquity
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1974), p. 164.). Duong
nhu yéu t6 nay cua nghi 1& da bi mat trong truyén thong La MA.
Trong s6 nhitng ngudi Celts, cac yéu td sinh san duoc giit lai,
nhung xoay quanh noi con ngua hién té 13 mot con ngya cai va mot
vi vua thay vi hoang hiu tham gia vao cudc giao thoa tugng trung
hodc thyc su voi con ngua cai do.

Céc dan toc An-Au khac cling bao ton truyén thong nay. Theo
nha st hoc Hy Lap c6 dai Herodotus, nguoi Scythia da thyc hién
mot 18 hién té ngua cho mot s6 vi than, bao gém ca than Mat Troi.
Tuy nhién, 18 hién sinh quan trong nhat duong nhu 14 véi vi than
chién tranh v6 danh cua ho, nguoi dugc Herodotus goi 1a Ares.
Giéng nhu & An D9, con ngya bi tung xéo (Herodotus, The
Histories, in A. De Sulincourt transl, & A.R.Burn ed.
(Hammondsworth: Penguin Books Ltd., 1986), Book 1. 216. And to
the War god, ibid, Book IV.59-64).

Tir Pong Slav ciing cho bang chimg vé 18 hién sinh ngya. Theo
cong trinh ciia nha dan toc hoc nguoi Nga thé ky 19 Sergei
Maksimov, khi bung phat mic bénh tir gia stc, nhitng ngudi nong
dan mang biéu tuong ctia Thanh Blasius s& ddy ngua, va ca mot
con ctru va dé, cung véi nhitng con vat bi bénh, vao khe ntii hoac
muong nudc. Cac con vat bi ném da dén chét va sau dé bi thiéu
chay. Nghi thtrc vin con ton tai trong thoi hién dai, va di bi bién
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d6i dén muc cac yéu td tién Kitd gido cd dai rat kho phan biét (G.
Alexinsky, “Slavonic Mythology”, in TR. Grimal, New Larousse
Encyclopaedia of Mythology (London: The Hamlyn Publishing
Group Ltd., 1983), p. 298). Tuy nhién, sy cd xwa cta nghi thirc da
hién nhién. Su két hop v6i Thanh Blasius chi bt dau tir vi than
Slav ctia Volos (doi khi dugc goi 1a Veles) (C6 sy tan thanh chung
giita cac hoc gia rang, giao phai Volos di dugc thay thé bang gido
phai ctia Thanh Blasius. Mot s6 yéu té cua gido phai tién Kitd gido
nay da dugc dua vao Kitd gido sau khi hoi tu véi no, xem Kievan
Rus: M.N. Tikhomirov, “Nguén géc Kité gido ¢ Nga”, Lich s,
Tap. XLIV, 1959, tr. 204). Vi tri cua Volos trong ton gido Slav
dang gay tranh cdi, nhung khong nghi ngd gi rang, ong 1a mot trong
nhitng vi than quan trong nhit (A. Gieysztor, Mitologia Stowian
(Warszawa: Wydawnictwo Artystyczne i Filmowe, 1982 ), tr. 52,
112-114). Ciing c6 bang chung cho thiy Balts tién Kitd gido da
hién sinh ngua, bo duc va vuon cho than Vélinas, d6i khi con duoc
goi la Velnias hodc Vols - mét vi than tri thuc cua nguoi Slavic
Volos (M. Gimbutas, “The Lithuanian God Velnias”, in G.J.
Larson, Myth in Indo-European Antiquity (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1974), tr. 90). Khia canh cong dong cua nghi 18
thé hién trong nhitng thoi ky ma dan cu cam thay bi de doa va 18
hién sinh hau hét cac dong vat co gia tri cho thiy chirc ning gan két
x4 hoi manh mé& ctia nghi thirc nay. Mot khia canh c6 thé thiy r6 1a
nghi 1& trong Kinh Veda cong phu hon. Trong cac trudng hop
Slavic va Baltic, ca hai déu dugc thuc hién boi néng dan céc bd lac
nhd, nghi 1& mét di cac khia canh quan su va chinh tri theo thoi
gian. Tuy nhién, vin c6 mot tiéng vong xa x6i cua truyén thong
An-Au chung duoc bao ton dudi hinh thire hién té ngua ddi v6i mot
trong nhiing vi than t6i cao.

Duéi anh sang ciia tat ca cac bang chimg ndy, c6 thé gia dinh
rang, cac yéu t6 An-Au phd bién cta nghi thirc nhu sau: Nghi thirc
c6 mot khia canh quan sy manh mé va khong thé pht nhan, va chu
yéu 1a néu khong noi 1a danh riéng cho vi than chién tranh - trong
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truong hop An D0 1a than Indra. Con ngua dugc coi 1a con vét tbt
nhit va phai 1a con chién thing trong cudc dua xe ngwa. Nghi thirc
dugc thyc hién trudc cudc xung dot quan su dé dam bao su ung hd
va chién théng cua Indra trude ké thu. Khi chién tranh cb dai duoc
tién hanh vao thoi diém mua heé, nghi thirc phai dugc thuc hién vao
cubi mua xuan hodc dau mua hé. Nhu Satapatha Brahmana d3 néu:

“Vi mua he 1a mua cua ksatriya va thuc sy la thé - Asvamedha la
su hién sinh cua ksatriya” (SB, XIIL4.1. 64).

Chién tranh ludn gan lién voi sy lanh dao; va dé ciing 1a nghi
thae. Trén thuc té, trong 18 hién sinh ngua, chién tranh va lanh dao
1a nhitng yéu t6 khong thé tach roi va lién két voi nhau, va ngudi
hién té 13 mot ngudi cai tri. Trong thoi ky dau cua nghi thirc nay,
d6 1a moét tha Iinh bo lac, va sau d6 12 mot vi vua. Sy tham gia cua
nhitng nguoi vo cta nguoi linh dao va su giao phdi twong trung
v6i con vat hién té co mot khia canh 13nh dao va cong déng manh
mé&. Y nghia ctia diéu nay 1a rd rang trong bdi canh cta khai niém
vé 13nh dao tai An Dd. Mot nha lanh dao, va trong thoi gian sau do,
cac vi vua, chiu trdch nhi€ém cho sy thinh vugng cua nguoi dan va
su mau md cua dat dai va gia suc cua ho. Nhin chung, xa hoi cd dai
duoc nhin nhan dudi dang hitu co nhu mdt sinh vat séng. Su giao
phdi tugng trung véi ngwa 1a mot nghi thirc can thiét dé duy tri trat
tu hién c6 va dam bdo su thinh vugng cua toan xa hdi. R4t c6 kha
nang con vat hién té da duoc ndu chin dwgc an chung, twong trung
cho sy doan két ciia moi nguoi. Cac bira ti¢c chung va viéc an dong
vat hién té twong tu duoc biét dén tir nhiu toc ngudi An-Au va phi
Au-A khac (Worlds from Russian Mythology (London: Peter Lowe,
Inc., 1985), p. 15, 17). Nhin chung, d6 13 mét nghi thirc dé ting
cuong gan két xa hoi, dam bao chién thing quan su va sy thinh
vugng cua cong dong. Cach giét dong vat rat co thé 1a ting xéo,
mot phuong phap duoc bao ton trong truyén théng An Do va
Scythia. Mat khéc, c6 vé nhu ban dau mot cai lao c¢6 thé da duoc st
dung nhu mot cong cu thuc hi¢n viéc giét con vat. Theo tmyén
théng La M3 cd dai, con ngua bi dam chét va c6 mot sb béng chung
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gian tiép cho thay nguoi An Do b dai ¢ thé da sir dung cing mot
cach dé giét con ngua ctia ho. Mot trong nhitng dong tién cua Dé
ché Gupta khoang thé ky IV c¢6 in hinh mét con ngwa dang duoc
hién té, trong khi mét nir hoang cAm mét ciy gido hién té. Mot van
ban trén dong tién co nodi dung: Asvamedha-parakramah, lién két
1d rang nit hoang d6 véi nghi 1€ (R.K. Mookerji, The Gupta Empire
(Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 1973), tr. 35). Mic du dong xu xudt
hién ¢ thoi ky trong d6i mudn, viée sir dung mét chiée gido co thé
1a tiéng vong cua truyén thong cb xua, duoc bao ton tai dia phuong
va duoc hdi sinh mot 14n nira sau su ndi 18én cla Guptas. Du thé nao
di ching nira, ngon giao nhu la mot thyc thi chién tranh c6 vé phu
hop voi mot nghi 18 quan sy chung ciia ngudi An D9.

M5t van dé nira van con 1a mot cau héi mé. Trong mot ) nguén
dir liéu An D9, con ngua d6i khi duoc lién két v6i Varuna (TS,
11.3.12.1), va d6i khi cling duoc hién sinh cho vi than ndy. Varuna
la mot trong nhirng vi than toi cao cua than thoai Veda lién két chat
ch@ véi thién dang va bau troi, than thanh héa chi quyén chinh tri
va ton gido, va ciing 1a Ngudi bao vé 16i thé (G. Dumézil, Archaic
Roman Religion, p. 199). Mot sé hoc gia cho rang, con ngwa ban
dau 1a con vat hién té cua Varuna. Pay duong nhu 1a mot gia dinh
hop 1y; can nhic rang, su hién sinh cta con vat quan trong nhat ddi
v6i mot vi than tdi cao 1a didu hop Iy dé 1am. Mt khac, quan diém
nay khéng mau thuin véi su lién két ctia su hién sinh ngua An-Au
v&i mot vi thin chién tranh, nhu Asvamedha vé6i Indra trong bdi
canh An Do. Diéu nay 1a boi vi con ngua hién té cho Varuna co thé
thudc vé mot téng bac tham chi ¢d xwa hon cua tin ngudng An-Au
(SB, V.3.1.5 & V1.2.1.5), da tim thay trong I& hién sinh ngya Baltic
va Slavic cho Vélinas va Volos.

Toém lai, phan tich trén cho thiy 13 ring Asvamedha cua An Do,
nhu duge mo ta trong Satapatha Brahmana, bao ton hau hét cac yéu
t6 An-Au phd bién cua nghi 1& ¢6 dai. Tuy nhién, dong thoi nghi
thirc ciing c6 dwoc mot chidu kich va ¥ nghia méi ph hop véi su
phat trién chinh tri xd hoi va van hoa cia An D6. Ta phai thira nhan
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rang viéc tai cAu trac dugc trinh bay & trén chi 1a mot phan va khong
thé cung cdp mot bl tranh day du. Do d6, nd nén dugc xem nhu
mot khuon kh rong dé phan tich siu hon vé nghi thirc phirc tap nay.

Két luan

Bang chimg dugc dua ra chi ra rang su hién sinh ngya cua An
Do - Asvamedha, duge biét dén tir thoi Veda, phat trién tr mot
truyén théng An-Au chung. V& co ban, ddy 1a mot nghi thic quan
sy va viéc chon mdt con ngua lam con vat hién té cho théy o tAm
quan trong ctia con ngua trong van hoa va chién tranh An-Au: mot
yéu td quan trong trong su md rong bd ¢di ciia cac dan toc An-Au.
Nhiéu yéu t6 khai niém cta nghi thirc di dugc bao ton trong cac
gido phai ton gido gifta cac dan toc An-Au khic nhau. Trai qua
hang ngan nidm tach ra va phat trién trong nhimg diéu kién khac
nhau, va do két qua cua viéc tiép xtic voi cac dan toc va nén vin
héa khac, nhiéu khia canh da thay d6i ¥ nghia cua ching; mét sb
yéu t6 d3 duoc thém vao; mot sé yéu td khac thi bi luoc bo
(Lincoln, Death, War and Sacrifice, p. 3).

Trong bdi canh An Do, thoi ky Veda duge danh déu boi sy phat
trién cta cac vuong qudc 16n, 18 hién sinh di trd nén co tinh chit
hoang gia hon trong ban chat cia nd. Tuy nhién, né khéng bao gio
mét y nghia quan sy manh mé cua minh. Véi sy xuét hién cua khai
niém Pai An, nghi thtrc ndy da c6 duge mot chidu kich méi. No trd
thanh mot nghi thirc hop phap hoa va tuong trung cho khat vong
banh truéng va thong nhat ctia nhiéu nha cai tri. Hon nita, trong
nhiéu trudng hop, d6 13 mot sy hop phap hoa va thé hién quyén luc
cua hoang gia, va phuc vu mot muc dich gay uy tin cho céc vi vua
va hoang dé thanh cong.

O cap d6 xa hoi, nghi 18 nay duoc coi 1a can thiét dé duy tri su
gan két xa hoi va chinh tri ciing nhu kha ning sinh san va thinh
vuong cua vuong qudc. Trong bdi canh cta quan niém An Do vé
vuong quyén, viéc thuc hién ding nghi 18 13 trach nhiém cua hoang
gia. N6 ciing cho thdy sy phan chia khai niém ba bén chung ctia thé
gidi va xa hai.
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Su tién hoa ciia nghi 18 nay bao gdm mot chiéu kich phd quat c6
thé dugc ching minh bang thuc té ring trong Rig Veda chi c¢6 hai
con vt bi giét, trong khi Satapatha Brahmana c6 d&n muoi lam
sinh vat khac nhau tham gia, mdi loai déu danh cho mot vi than
khac nhau mic du, rat c6 thé khong phai tit ca nhitng con vat do
déu bi giét. Hon nita, sy két hop cua Asvamedha v&i Prajapati cho
thdy dinh cao y thirc hé ciia nghi thirc, dat dén trinh d tri tué cao.
Nghi thirc da tré thanh mot phan khong thé thiéu trong trat tu vii
try, trong d6 hiéu suat phu hop cta né rat quan trong d6i voi su tré
hoéa cua cac luc lugng vii tru va cua chinh vii try.

Hon nira, phai thtra nhan réng, mac du nghi thic da thay ddi mot
s6 ¥ nghia theo thoi gian va c6 duge nhitng chiéu kich méi, sy tén
tai cia n6 qua hang thién nién ky rat 4n tuong va cho thay sirc séng
va tdm quan trong ctia nd trong truyén théng An Do. Piéu nay duoc
thé hién rd rang tir nhirng dong tién Gupta phan anh viéc thyuc hién
18 hién té Asvamedha, mé ta nit hoang (R. K. Mookerji, The Gupta
Empire, p. 35); goi d&én ¥ tuong cua Satapatha Brahmana vé nghi
thirc va nhitng ngudi vo cta cac vi vua dong vai tro trong 12 hién té
(SB, XII1.2.6).

Cubi cung, phai thira nhan rang viéc phan chia nghi 18 thanh ba
giai doan chinh: giai doan An- Au, hoang gia, va phé quat, 1a mdt
cong trinh lich sir nhan tao. N6 khong phai 1a mot 10i giai thich day
du vé nghi thirc, ma la mot cong cu c6 hi€u qua dé hiéu rd hon vé
nghi thirc, va 14 tién dé co ban dé nghién ciru va phan tich sau hon./.

P Thu Ha dich.

CHU THICH:

1 Shatapatha Brahmana 13 mot van ban van xudi mo ta cac nghi 18, lich su
va than thoai Veda lién quan dén Ukla Yajurveda. Vin ban mo ta rat chi
tiét vé viéc chuan bi ban thd, do vat nghi 1€, nghi thic nghi 18 va 10i cau
nguyén Soma, cung voi cac thudc tinh tugng trung ciia moi khia canh cua
nghi 1&.

2 Taittiriya Shakha 1a mot shakha dang cht y (c6 nghia den 1a "gidi ctu")
cta Krishna Yajuveda. Vishnu Purana coi n6 1a tac pham ciia mot hoc tro
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cia Yaskatén la Tittiri. N phd bién nhit ¢ mién Nam An
Do. Shakha bao gdm: 1.Taittiriya Samhita (TS) bao gdm 8 cudn sach
hodc kaandas, dugc chia thanh cac chuong hoac prapathakas, va thanh
cac bai thanh ca riéng 1é. Mot s6 bai thanh ca riéng 1é trong Samhita nay
da dat duoc tam quan trong dac biét trong Hindu gido; vi du: TS 4.5 va
TS 4.7 tao thanh Shri Rudram Chamakam, trong khi 1.8.6.i 1a than chu
cua nhanh phai Tryambakam tho Vishnu; 2. Taittiriya Brahmana (c6 ba
kaandas). Mot phan cua phin tung bang tho brahmana ciing dugc bao
gom trong shakha nay; 3. Tuittiriya Aranyaka (c6 bay prashnas) va 4. Cac
cudn nhu  Apastamba  Shrautasutra/  Bodhayana Shrautasutra /
Vaikhanasa Shrautasutra / Hiranyakeshi Shrautasutra ...
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Abstract

ASHVAMEDA - THE VEDIC HORSE SACRIFICE

Dr. Roman Zaroff
The University of Queensland,
The Commonwealth of Australia
Asvamedha - the sacrificial killing of a horse was one of the four
most important rites in ancient Vedic tradition. The Asvamedha as
described in the Satapatha Brahmana is very complex ritual full of
symbolism. At first appearance, the sources may create the
impression of being inconsistent in their association of various
deities, symbols and meanings with the ritual. This initial
impression of inconsistency may be attributed to the fact that
ancient Indian sources were a compilation of various hymns, chants
and sacred formulas preserved as an oral tradition, from different
times and regions. Hence the analysis of the Asvamedha poses
many challenges due to the complexity of this symbolism-laden
ritual. In this context, it is apparent that there is no single or simple
explanation for its meaning and symbolism. The following work
will address only three aspects of the Asvamedha: a universal
religious dimension, political meanings and implications, and its
common Indo-European background.

Keywords: Asvamedha; religious dimension; political
meanings; Indo-European background.



