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TINH THIENG VA TiNH THE TUC
CUA CHIEC GHE NGO TRONG VAN HOA KHMER NAM BOQ

Tém tit: Ghe ngo la mét biéu twong ddc sdc trong vin héa
cua cong dong nguoi Khmer o Nam B¢ néi riéng va trong van
héa Viét Nam noi chung. Cdc gia tri van héa cua ghe ngo
dwoc thé hién qua ung xw dac biét cua cong dd‘ng nguoi
Khmer ¢ Nam B¢ trong cdc nghi 1é va hoat dong dua ghe ngo
dwoc t6 chirc méi nam mét lan, vao dip 1é hoi Ook Om Bok.
Ghe ngo cua nguwoi Khmer Nam B¢ co thé coi la mot hién
tuong dién hinh thé hién su bién déi tinh thiéng va tinh thé
tuc gan véi sw thay doi chirc ndng cua biéu twong ndy khi
thay doi boi canh khéng gian va thoi gian. Xem xét sw vit,
hién twong trong doi séng toén gido, tin nguéng tir géc nhin
“thiéng va pham” la mot cach tié}) can thuia nhan sy khac
biét trong quan niém va g xir cia con ngwoi doi voi tinh
thiéng va thé tuc, can cir vao sw khdc nhau cia cdc yéu té
chirc nang, khong gian, thoi gian, va trai nghiém ton gido.
Géc nhin nay sé gop phan mang lai cach nhin khoan dung,
hai hoa va vng xu ton trong déi véi sw khdc biét van héa, dic
biét la sy khac biét trong niém tin tén giao.

Tir khéa: Thiéng; thé tuc; ghe ngo; Khmer; Nam Bg.

Dén nhip

Ngudi Khmer 1a dan toc ¢6 s6 dan déng nhét trong cac toc nguoi
no6i ngdn ngit Mon-Khmer ¢ Viét Nam, c6 mét & hau khip céc tinh
Nam B¢, nhung tip trung & cac tinh Séc Trang, Tra Vinh, Kién
Giang, An Giang, Can Tho, Hau Giang. Nguoi Khmer la cu dan c6

* Vién Nghién ctru Ton gido, Vién Han 14m Khoa hoc x4 hoi Viét Nam.
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truyén théng canh tac nong nghiép lta nudc theo mua vu. Bén canh
d6, do dia vuc cu tra va sinh séng & Nam B6 1a ving c6 nhiéu
song, rach va sat bién nén nguoi Khmer ciing rat thanh thao danh
c4 trén song, bién va diéu khién ghe, xudng. Phat gido dong vai tro
chu dao, dé lai ddu 4n trong hau hét cac thanh t6 van héa Khmer &
Nam B¢. Tuy nhién, khi boc tach cic 16p van hoa trong doi sdng
cua nguoi Khmer, cé thé nhan théy su dan xen, hon dung cta nhiéu
thanh t6 van héa mang déu 4n cua Hindu gido, van héa Angkor,
van hoa ban dia,... tr d6 tao nén nhitng dac trung riéng bi¢t cia van
hoa Khmer tai Viét Nam.

Trong van hoa ciia ngudi Khmer, ghe ngo 1a mét biéu tuong vin
hoa dién hinh va mang tinh cong dong cao, thuong gin voi mot
ng6i chua Ia trung tdm sinh hoat van hoda tam linh ctia m¢t hay
nhiéu phum séc. Ngudi Khmer da van dung nhiéu tri thirc phong
pht dé tao nén ghe ngo, trong do, yéu td ton gido, tin ngudng chinh
1a phan c6t 161 khién ghe ngo trd thanh mot biéu trung vin hoa dic
sdc cua cong dong. Dua vao quan diém tiép can cua Mircea Eliade
vé ban chit cua t6n gido, qua cip pham tru “thiéng va pham”, bai
viét nay ddi sanh va phan tich tinh thiéng va tinh thé tuc cua chiéc
ghe ngo trong doi sdng vin héa cia ngudi Khmer. Mic du thira
nhan “céai thiéng” cua sy vat, hién tuong co biéu hién nhu mot hién
thuc hoan toan khéc véi cai hién thuc “tu nhién”, nhung M. Eliade
khong xem xét “cai thi€éng” mot cach riéng biét ma nhin nhén no
trong tinh tong thé cua sy vat, hién tuong, d6 1a trong mdi quan hé
gifra “cai thiéng” vdi “cai pham”.

1. Thiéng va thé tuc trong mdi quan hé ddi sanh

1.1. Thiéng va thé tuc trong tri thirc sdng tao ghe ngo

Trong qua khir, ghe ngo 1a mot chiéc thuyén doc moc duoc 1am
tir mot than gd 16n tim hai ngudi 6m, duoc khoét réng. Clng voi
su bién ddi cua diéu kién ty nhién va tri thic sang tao dan gian,
ngudi Khmer da thay d6i ki thuat lam ghe ngo c6 xua bang cach
ghép nhiéu manh van véi nhau nhu ngay nay. Ghe ngo ctia nguoi
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Khmer & Nam B ngdy nay c6 chiéu dai tir 25-30m, chiéu ngang
khoang 1,3 - 1,4m. Chiéc ghe c6 hinh thon dai tya con rin. Dau ghe
ubn cong va hoi thap hon sau lii mot chut. Than ghe c6 nhiéu
khoang, trén mdi khoang déng nhiéu thanh ciy ngang, vira dong
vai tro 1a mot két cdu giang, vira 1a bang ngdi vira du cho 2 ngudi
ngdi boi thoai méi theo ting cip song song, mdi ddi co thé co 25 -
30 d6i boi. Dam cua ghe ngo dugc lam véi nhidu kich ¢, tity theo
timg vi tri nguoi boi. Pac biét, ghe ngo ¢ hai cay can cau 1a try
chiu lyc, thuong dugc lam tir than cay tram vi cay nay c6 do déo
dai cao. Hai cdy can cau c6 chirc ning gitp cho ghe ngo thing bang
va diéu chinh tc d6 nhanh cham, dong thoi, nhd ¢6 can ciu ma
than ghe chic khoe, dii chiu lyc manh ciing khong bi giy doi. Khi
can tang tdc, strc nhun cua can cdu 1am tang quan tinh, co thé day
ghe lao vot vé phia trudc'. GO lam ghe ngo phai 1a g ciy sao® la
loai c6 dau nhua, it co rut, suc chéng tach cao, gS it bi cong vénh,
nit né, mdi mot, do dan hoi 16n. Dan dan, nhimg cdy sao than 16n
tré nén hiém hoi, ngudi Khmer thay ddi cach dong ghe, chuyén tir
cach khoét than g sang cach ghép cac tAim van gd sao, ndi thém
dau va dudi cong vit 1én, kich ¢ ghe ciing ngay cang dai.

Theo nghé nhan Danh V., mdt trong nhitng ngudi dong nhiéu ghe
nhit & Séc Triang hién nay, thi nhirng chiéc ghe do anh déng ludn c6
sy thay ddi it nhiéu vé mat k¥ thuat. Vi doi ban tay tai khéo va kha
ning cai thién k¥ thuat thuong xuyén, anh da cho ra doi nhitng chiéc
ghe ngo c6 do dai lon hon, trong lugng nhe hon, chira dugc nhiéu
tay boi hon, cho phép rut ngin thoi gian dua va kha ning but toc. Co
thé thay, bén canh viéc két hop bi quyét k¥ thuat dong ghe duoc trao
truyén tir nhitng thé hé truéc, nghé nhan ludn cé su sang tao v6i mdi
chiéc ghe khi stra chita hoic dong méi. Sy sang tao ctia nghé nhén
duogc két hop voi kién thire vé dic diém sinh hoc cua cay g6, yéu tb
moi truong, khi hau va dac biét 1a tri thue dan gian dép Ung yéu cau
vé toc do cia mot chiéc ghe dua. Pay 1a nhimng kién thic 1y tinh
hay noi cach khac 1a nhimg quan niém va tng xir thé tuc ciia nghé
nhan, ngudi dai dién cho cong ddng, d6i véi chiée ghe ngo.
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Trong qué trinh déng ghe, ngoai nhitng kién thic 1y tinh néu
trén, nghé nhan dong ghe con phai tuan thu mot quy trinh nghiém
ngit bao gdm céc nghi 1& tir khi xin phép ha cy, xé gd. Ciing nhu
quan niém cua nhidu toc ngudi, cong ddong Khmer thudng xuyén
duy tri sy t6n trong dbi véi thién nhién, méi truong sinh séng cua
minh. Cay sao 1a loai ciy co6 gd phu hop nhit dé lam ghe ngo,
nhung lai moc ¢ vung rimg nai xa x6i thuéc Dong Nam B¢ hodc
Nam Tay Nguyén, nén trudc ddy mdi lan di tim gd 1a ca mot
chuyén di gian nan va cong phu. Theo 10i nguoi gia trong phum,
soc thi trude khi chit ha phai 1am 18 xin phép than rimg va cac than
cai quan cdy. Nguoi Khmer mong rang, voi sy chap thudn cua cac
vi than, thi cay gS sau khi chat ha s€ mang lai may mén cho phum,
soc. Sau d6, ngudi ta s& dung stic voi dé dua ciy gb xudng nudc tha
tréi vé phum, séc. Tuy nhién, do cdy gb sao c& 16n ngay cang khan
hiém, viéc t6 chirc di kiém gb ciling ngay cang kho khan, nén ngay
nay cac chia Khmer thuong mua gé tir thuong lai & mién ngugc.
Vi thé, tuc 1am 1& xin phép ha cay ciing khong con duge duy tri.

Than ghe 14 sy m6 phong hinh dang thon dai cia rin than Naga.
Trong sir thi Mahabharata cia An Do, Naga 13 nhan vt siéu nhién
c6 stc manh phi thuong, dugc diac bi¢t ton kinh. Naga khong
nhitng 1a vi thdn mua ma con 1a vi than dan dét tin dd ngoan dao
1én ¢bi Niét Ban. Trong van héa Khmer, Naga von duge coi 1a biéu
trong cua ngudn nude voi nhimg quyén ning ma thién nhién ban
ting cho con nguoi. Truyén thuyét ciing dé cap dén ngudn gbc
ngudi Khmer duge sinh ra tir cudc hon phdi gitra mot hoang tir An
Do va cong chila Naga. Cudc hon nhan nay co thé mang tinh biéu
tuong ve su hop nhét cta van hoa An Do véi van hoa ban dia, thé
hién rd nét & hinh tugng Naga trong cac ng6i chua Khmer (Pham
Thi Thay Chung, Pinh Hong Hai, 2015). Khi boi trén mit nudc,
chiéc ghe trong gidng hét nhu mot con ran khong 16 dang chuyén
minh ludt vun vut. DBac biét, hai bén miii ghe c6 cap mét ndi, dudi
mit dai, cong, huéng Ién cao, trang tri hoa vin cau ky, theo tao
hinh cip mat Naga. Mot s6 nha nghién ctru cho rang, tuc v& mat nbi
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cho ghe ngo, twong ty nhu tyc v& mit thuyén da co tir lau doi &
Nam B9, xuét phat tr quan niém coi ghe nhu mot loai sinh vat can
phai c6 mét dé thiy duong di va tranh nguy hiém. Trong Linh nam
chich quai, viéc v& mat thuyén duoc giai thich 1a nhim xua dudi
cac loai thuy quai, ma quy quiy nhiéu trén dwong di (Nguyén
Thanh Lgi, 2009).

C6 thé néi, tir nghi 18 ddn cay, xé gb cho dén tao hinh ghe ngo,
ngudi Khmer dd “thdi hon” vao mot vat thé va hinh thanh nén tinh
thiéng cuia nd, khién chiéc ghe ngo try thanh mot vat thiéng. Khi cé
su hd tro cua than linh, ghe ngo khong con 1a mot phuong tién di
chuyén thong thuong, ma s& hitu mot stc manh siéu nhién va
thiéng liéng, mot strc manh ¢ y nghia mang lai sy binh yén, 4m no
va sung tic cho cong dong phum soc. Tuy nhién, dé ghe ngo dat
duoc toe do tdi wu trén duong dua thi khong thé thiéu nhimg kién
thirc khoa hoc va kha nang sang tao cua ngh¢ nhan, nguoi tho dong
ghe, d6 1a nhitng yéu té thé tuc gop phan quan trong vao ciu tao
cua ghe ngo.

1.2. Thiéng va thé tuc trong su bién doi thoi gian vi khéng gian

Vé mdt thoi gian

Tuy ciing 13 mot loai phuong tién dugc st dung dé di chuyén
trén song nudc, nhung khac voi cac loai ghe thuyén khic & Nam
B0, ghe ngo khong duoc sir dung dé phuc vu sinh hoat hing ngay
va hoat dong kinh té, ma chi duoc s dung mdi nam mot lan duy
nhit, vao dip 18 hoi Ook Om Bok, trong nghi thirc dua ghe ngo.
Theo 10i mot s6 nguoi gia trong cong dong Khmer ké lai, thi dua
ghe ngo gin v6i mot sb truyén thuyét, vi du nhu: hinh thirc mé ta
canh dua cac nha su di khat thuc va tré vé chua, hay truyén thuyét
trong vin héa Angkor vé cudc chay trén ciia nang Neang Chanh,
mot ti nit von duoc nha vua sung ai, sau do bi quan lai trong triéu
ghen ghét vu cho t6i khi quan, bj vua cho dudi bat vé xur toi; hay 1a
mot hinh thirc tai hién nghi 18 rude nude ra bién trong tin ngudng
nong nghiép ¢b xua, d6 1a mot nghi thire trong 1& hoi Ook Om Bok.
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Ook Om Bok 1a mét trong hai 1& hoi 16n nhat trong nim ciia
ngudi Khmer, bén canh 1& hoi Chol Chnam Thmay. Thoi gian dién
ra 18 hoi Ook Om Bok 1a vao cudi mua mua, theo lich Khmer,
trong ung voi khoang ram thang 10 am lich. Pay 1a khoang thoi
gian lta (nép) di chéc hat, sip dén mua thu hoach. Theo truyén
thong ciia nguoi Khmer, vao mdi vy mua trude khi thu hoach lta
chin, nguoi dan s& ra dong gat nép vé lam cém dep (om bok) dé
cing cac vi than: than dat, thdn nudc, thin mat tring... nham to
1ong biét on cac vi than da bao tro cho mdt vy mua bdi thu va
nguyén cau cho nim sau s& tiép tuc c6 thoi tiét, dat troi thuan loi
cho muia mang t6t tuoi. Pay 1a mot 18 thirc nong nghiép danh dau
mot giai doan quan trong trong chu ky canh tic lta. Ciing trong 1&
hoi Ook Om Bok, ngudi Khmer thyc hién hoat dong tha den nudce
(thuyén dang) va dén gié (Itra 1én trdi). Viée tha troi cac loai thuyén
ding, dén nude trén song rach, ao hd vao ban dém c6 y nghia ton
vinh 4nh sdng va nudc, mang biéu trung téng tién mua mua, nudc
va bong toi; nghénh don thoi ky tanh rdo va anh sang. Nhiéu nha
nghién ctru cho rang tuc dua ghe ngo tai hién 1& thirc dua nudc tir
song ra bién, mang ¥ nghia tong tién nudc 16n dé chuyén sang giai
doan ning rao’. Lién quan téi van dé nay, V& Thi Hoang Lan ciing
cho ré“mg, hoi dua thuyén 1a tro dién gén véi tuc cAu nude hodc ta
nuée. Bang viée khudy dong nuéc (chéo thuyén), con ngudi di
chuyén thong diép t6i than nudc, mong ngai quan tdm diéu hoa
luong nudc vira du (khong thira, khong thiéu) dé vu mua nong
nghiép duoc thuan lgi (VO Thi Hoang Lan 2009).

Pua ghe ngo 1a diém nhén c6 4n twong vo cung manh mé trong
chudi hoat dong cua 1& hoi Ook Om Bok. Trong mdt nim, ngudi
Khmer c6 nhiéu 18 hoi truyén théng, nhung dua ghe ngo 1a 1& hoi
dugc mong doi nhat va tap trung dong ngudi tham gia nhat. Ghe ngo
chi dugc str dung mdi nim mot lan vao thoi gian 1& hoi, thoi gian
nghi 1€ va thoi gian dua ghe. Ghe ngo dugc xem la vat linh thiéng
nén moi hoat dong cua con nguoi tdc dong toi chiéc ghe déu phai ctr
hanh 1& cau xin nhu: 18 xin cdy lam ghe, 18 khoi cong, 1& khanh
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thanh, 18 dua ghe 1én nha ghe,... Tuy nhién, do sy bién d6i cia didu
kién ty nhién va van hoa, cac nghi 18 ké trén da c6 su bién dbi va co
thé duoc gian lugc. Tuy nhién, c6 hai nghi 1& khong thé thiéu, d6 1a
12 Ha thay va 18 Khoi hanh. Trude mdi 1an thi dau khoang mot tuan,
1€ ha thay ghe ngo s& dwoc cac vi su va achar trong chua to chirc mot
cach trang trong, v4i su tham gia cua toan bd doi boi va dong ddo ba
con trong cong dong. Y nghia cta 18 ha thiry 1 khan thinh céc vi
than linh bao tro cho dat dai, khong gian sinh séng cia x6m 4p va
cac vi than bao trg ghe ngo tré vé ngu tai chiéc ghe, mang lai diéu
binh an, may mén, no du cho toan thé cong dong trong nim, ciing
nhu cho chiéc ghe ngo va doi boi trong thoi gian dua ghe. L& Khoi
hanh duoc t6 chirc ngay trude thoi diém ghe ngo roi chua dén diém
thi dau, 1a nghi thirc cau phic cho chiéc ghe ngo va doi boi. Ciing
bdi vi ghe ngo la vat thiéng nén khong duoc su dung trong thoi gian
tap luyén. Trong thoi gian tip luyén dién ra hang thang trudc 1& hoi
dua ghe ngo, cac tay boi trai qua céac giai doan tap boi trén can, sau
d6 chuyén sang boi trén gian boi (dugc dong bang cac thanh g tao
thanh vi tri ngdi nhu trong long ghe, cip sat bo kénh) dé rén sirc
déo dai va k¥ ning diéu khién dim. Doi boi chi dugc ngdi 1én ghe
ngo va boi thir vai vong trudc khi khoi hanh dén diém dua.

Theo tac gia Nguyén Chi Bén, co nhimng yéu té thiéng khong
ludn ludn hién hiru ma dugc coi 14 nhitng yéu t6 tang 4n, va nhimg
yéu t6 nay chi hién hiru trong thoi gian thiéng (Nguyén Chi Bén,
2016). C6 thé nhan thay mdi lién h¢ giira chiéc ghe ngo ciia nguoi
Khmer véi véi chiée kiéu trong 1& hoi cia nguoi Kinh. Chiée kiéu
1a mot thanh t6 quan trong trong nghi 1& rudc, thuong xuit hién
trong cac 1& hoi ¢ truyén cua nguoi Kinh. Ngoai rudc tugng hodc
linh vi ctia cac vi vua, tuéng, thanh hoang, than linh,... chiéc ki¢u
con duoc sir dung trong nghi thitc rudc nudc & nhitng nghi 1€ danh
diu céc giai doan dic biét trong chu ky nong nghiép. Nhur vay, khi
thuc hién chtrc nang rudc nudc, cam ta va tin dua than nudc sau
mot vu mua boi thu, chiéc ghe ngo ctia nguodi Khmer c6 chirc nang
gidng nhu chiéc kiéu rudc nude trong nghi 18 ciia nguoi Kinh.
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C6 thé ndi, tinh thiéng cta ghe ngo dugc thé hién dam nét nhat
trong thoi gian nghi 18. Sau khi chiéc ghe da hoan thanh st ménh ciia
minh trong khi dua hay la sy tai hién 18 thitc rudc nudc, thi viée nhin
nhén tinh thiéng ctia né c6 nhiéu sy khac biét. O mét s chua thi
nguoi dan van dén thip huong tai nha ghe vao mdi dip c6 18 hoi hodc
khi nha chia tién hanh cac nghi 1& Phat gido. Tuy nhién, & mot sd
chua khéc, trong thoi gian ghe ngo nghi dua, ngudi dan quan niém
cac vi thin khong con ngy trén ghe nira nén chiéc ghe chi dugc luu
gift, bao quan trong chia, twong ty nhu chiéc kiéu nim yén ling
trong ngdi dinh ctia ngudi Kinh dé chd dén mua 18 hoi nam sau.

Vé mdt khéng gian

Nhu da d& cap, ghe ngo chi duoc sir dung mdi ndm mét 1an vao
dip 1€ hoi Ook Om Bok. Trong khoang thdi gian giita hai mua 18
hoi, ghe ngo dugc bao quan trong khong gian ngdi chua Khmer. Do
d6, ngoi chua va dudng dua 1a hai khong gian chinh ma chiéc ghe
ngo thuong xuyén di chuyén trong nam.

Ghe ngo thudc s¢ hitu cong déng va c6 mot vi tri c¢b dinh trong
ngoi chua Khmer. Ngoi chua 1a noi dugc ngudi Khmer ton tho va
kinh trong nhat. Trong khudn vién ngdi chiia Khmer, ghe ngo dugc
bao quan riéng trong mot ngdi nha cd mai che, khong c6 tuong bao,
v6i gian da cao, chic chin, goi 1a rong sik. Nha ghe 1a noi tién
hanh nghi 18 ha thily, nghi 1& quan trong nhat lién quan tdi chiéc
ghe ngo, dugc thuc hién hang nim, trude ngdy cong dong dua ghe
ngo di thi diu khoang mét tuan. Khi dugc dit trong khong gian cua
ngdi chiia va nha ghe, dic biét 1a trong thoi gian tién hanh nghi 18,
chiée ghe ngo dugc coi 1a vat thiéng, vdi hai chirc ndng chinh: Mot
1a, phuong tién tai hién nghi thitc ruéc nudc trong 1& hoi nong
nghiép, v6i thong diép cau tanh va cu binh an; hai la: biéu tuong
ctia strc manh gan két cong dong. O day, ghe ngo duoc ton kinh va
thd phung. Tham chi, nha chia va nguoi din con duy tri mot sb
diéu cAm ky dbi véi khong gian nay, vi du, phu nit Khmer va nguoi
la khong duoc phép t6i gin hay cham vao ghe ngo, néu khong duoc
su déng ¥ cua tang trudng 1a su tru tri cia chua.
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Tuy nhién, trong quan niém cta nhiéu ngudi xem dua ghe ngo
(dén tir nhiéu nén vian hoa khac nhau), thim chi 1a tinh thin ma ban
t6 chirc dua ghe ngo dé cao, thi day duoc coi 1a mot mon thé thao
truyén thdng biéu duong stc manh. O day, chiéc ghe chii yéu duge
nhin nhén trong vai trd ciia mot chiéc thuyén dua, duoc giri gam
khat khao chién thing. Khi hoa minh vao doan nguoi xem dua ghe,
tac gia bai viét dugc nghe ké rang, co chiéc ghe gianh chién thing
hai nam lién tiép 1a do duoc dia phuong dau tu thué nhing vén
dong vién boi thuyén chuyén nghiép tham gia vao déi boi. Didu
nay c6 thé coi nhu biéu hién dién hinh ciia sy “thé tuc héa” hoat
dong dua ghe ngo, bién hoat dong nay tré thanh mot cude dua tranh
giai thuong thudn tiy. Trong khi d6, khi phong véan ting trudng
chiia Tum Pok Sok ¢ Soc Tring, tac gia dugc biét, trong tat ca cac
nghi 1& lién quan t&i chiéc ghe ngo, cac su va achar khong bao gio
cau xin thing cudc va néu co cau ciing s& khong duoc toai nguyén.
Thong diép ma cong ddng giri téi cac vi than linh trong 16i khin
clia minh ludn 1a ciu mong mua thuan gié hoa, vu mua bdi thu,
x6m 4p no 4m, ba con hanh phic.

Nhu vy, cling v6i sy thay ddi thoi gian, khong gian va céc chirc
ning cua ghe ngo, tinh thiéng va tinh thé tuc cling c6 su bién doi
turong tng. Tinh thiéng ndi troi hon khi ghe ngo & trong khong gian
clia ngdi chuia, trong thoi gian nghi 1& va thuc hién chirc ning la
phuong tién tai hién nghi thirc rude nudce, biéu tuong cua stic manh
gan két cong dong. Trong khi do, trén duong dua, khi ghe ngo 1a
chiéc thuyén dua, v6i chic ning kép: biéu twong may mén cua
cong dong va phuong tién thyc hién khat vong gianh chién thing
trong cudc dua suc manh, thi tinh thé tuc lai trd nén l4n at.

1.3. Thiéng va thé tuc - Sw khdc bi¢t vé trdi nghiém vin héa-
ton gido

Sy chuyén dbi gitta hai dang thtc thiéng va thé tuc cta chiéc ghe
khong chi dién ra trong nhitng khong gian va thoi gian khac nhau,
su chuyén d6i d6 con c6 thé dién ra trong cting mot khong gian hay
thoi gian. Day c6 thé 1a két qua cua su khac biét vé trai nghiém vin
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hoa-tén gido ciia cac nhém cong dong hay ca nhan khac nhau.
Trong mot s6 truong hop dac biét, su chuyén débi gitrta hai dang
thirc con dién ra & mot ca nhan, vi du nhu truong hop “nguoi cim
coi” ma bai viét s& dé cap dén ¢ phan dudi day. Trai nghiém vin
hoa-tén gido ciia nguoi Khmer gan véi chiée ghe ngo bao gdm cac
dic trung duogc tich hop qua qua trinh giao luu, tiép bién vin hoa,
bao gém cac yéu té vin hoa ban dia dya trén quan niém cua vin
hoéa ndng nghiép lua nudc, di san Hindu gido, di san cua van hoa
Angkor, va bao trum la van hoa Phat gido.

Tin nguong tho nuoc va tu duy van hoa nong nghiép

San xuit néng nghiép va quy trinh trong lua tir 1au da 1a yéu to
chi phdi nhiéu khia canh trong doi séng & Viét Nam, tir tu duy,
phuong thic lao dong cho dén phong tuc va tin ngudng, ton gio.
Va boi vi san xuat nong nghiép phu thudc vao mdi truong tu nhién,
nén con nguodi nhan thuc duoc sy can thiét phai ton trong tu nhién.
Dé thuc day mdi quan hé tuong tac giita con ngudi va thién nhién,
cac 18 hoi nong nghi¢p dugc coi 1a mot giao tiép mang tinh biéu
tuong quan trong truyén tai thong diép cua con nguoi t6i thé gidi
siéu nhién va nguoc lai. Nhu da dé cap, 18 hoi Ook Om Bok bao
gdm mot chudi nghi thire nhu tha dén nudce, dn cdm, cing tring, ...
thé hién mong udc dugc don mot vu mua bdi thu, doi séng Am no,
ddng thoi bay to 10ng biét on than mit tring va than nudc da ban
cho nguoil dan mua thuédn gio hoa, tao diéu kién thuén loi cho san
xuét nong nghiép. Dic biét, trong chudi nghi thirc d6, dua ghe ngo
1a hoat dong turong tac v6i nude tiéu biéu nhat.

Vai tro cua Phat giao

Phat gido dong vai tro tru cot trong doi sdng van hoa cta ngudi
Khmer. Chinh vi vdy ma hau hét moi sinh hoat ton giao, tin ngudng
ctia ngudi Khmer déu dién ra ¢ chua va duoc khoi dau bang nghi
thire Phat gido. Lé hoi Ook Om Bok va dua ghe ngo ciing vay, nghi
thirc khoi dau trong cac nghi 18 déu do cac su sii cha tri, nhitng bai
kinh Phat dugc tung ni¢m va Bac Phat luén dugce thinh cau trudce
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tién dé bao trg cho chiéc ghe ngo va ddi ghe dwoc huong phudc
thién, may mén va thuan loi trong cudc dua, toan thé cong déng
duoc binh an, nhiéu strc khoe va no 4m trong mot nam lao dong san
xuét va sinh hoat.

Di san Hindu gido

Sau cac nghi thirc Phat gido, cac achar s& tién hanh nghi thic
thinh moi cac vi thin bao tro cho dat, nudc, mua vy, va than ghe
ngo. Céc cong dong Khmer ¢ Kién Giang, Tra Vinh thudng thinh
moi va dang cing 1€ vat t6i Neak Ta trong 1& ha thity ghe ngo.
Neak Ta 1a vi than dugc thd phd bién trong cong ddng Khmer Nam
B0, duge coi 1a vi than cai quan dét, nudc, bao trg cho vu mua
duoc hai hoa, tbt tuoi, nguoi dan dugce 4m no, hanh phuc, ¢o vai tro
tuong tu nhu thanh hoang trong van hoa cua nguoi Kinh. Day co
thé coi 1a nét trong ddng giira cac cong dong c6 nén ting vin hoa
nong nghiép*. Tuy nhién, véi ngudi Khmer & S6c Trang thi mic du
1 vat dang cung trong 1& ha thuy ciing twong tw nhu 1& vat cia
nguoi Khmer ¢ Kién Giang, Tra Vinh, nhung vi than duoc thinh
moi lai 13 nir than Neang Khmau®. Viéc thinh cau nit than Neang
Khmau duoc ngudi gia Khmer ¢ Séc Trang cho biét day 1a nir than
bao trg cho sy binh yén va sung tic ciia toan khong gian x6m ap va
ddng ruong, miia mang va cudc sdng sinh hoat ctia ngudi dan. Nhu
vay, vé mat churc ndng thi Neak Ta va Neang Khmau c6 nhiéu diém
trong dong®, déu dugc coi 12 nhitng vi than ¢ chiic ning bao trg
cho sy binh an, no 4m cta x{ s¢. Viéc thinh ciu cac vi than nay,
tuong ty nhu thanh hoang trong nghi 1& cau mua & mot sb cong
ddng khac, 1a phu hop véi quan niém cua tin ngudng nong nghiép
(Pham Thi Thuy Chung, 2017).

Mot vi than vo cung quan trong nita dugc thinh moi trong 18 ha
thity, d6 1a than ghe. Khi xay chuia Khmer, ngudi ta chon mét linh
vat lam biéu tuwong cua chua, va khi dong ghe, linh vat nay ciing 1a
biéu tuong ctia chiéc ghe. Viée chon biéu tugng than ghe lién quan
dén dia danh, hay quan niém truyén thong ciia timg chiia. Thong
thuong, vi thin ndy c6 tng than 1a mot trong cac con vat co sirc
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manh, c6 kha nang boi, bay hodc chay rat nhanh... Khi quan sat
nhitng chiéc ghe tham gia hoi dua & Séc Tring nam 2016, tic gia
tan mit thay sy da dang va phong phi cua cac vi thin ghe gin voi
mdi chiéc ghe. Vi dy, than ghe cua chiia Bén Mit 1a biéu tugng con
chim, chuia Champa chon biéu tuong con cop, chua Pay Ta Suds 1a
hé van, chiia Long Phu 1a mét vi than 6 tay, chua Ky Son 14 13 co
c6 hai mau doé va vang, chua Pong Tk la chum boéng laa, chua
Som Rong 1a than su tir, chia Bung Trép 1a than rin den, chua
Bang Sa 1a Naga xanh, chua Tum Pok Sok 1a mot vi than minh khi,
dudi ca. Mot s6 chua co biéu twong giéng nhau, nhu Chuia P6 Thi
Thlang va chiia Lo Méi cling c6 biéu twong 1a than ngua tring;
chiia Bang Phniét, Liéu Tu, Tran D& 1a biéu twong vi thdn nhay
mua trén lung mot con tht bbn chan, v.v... Ngudi Khmer tin rang,
trong qua trinh thi dau, ghe ngo s& c6 kha ning lao di voi toc do
nhanh va manh nhu linh vt dugc chon 1am biéu tuong.

2. Thiéng va thé tuc trong mdi quan hé tong thé

M3i chiéc ghe ngo 1a san phém dugc tao nén tr sy chung tay
gop strc cuia toan thé cac thanh vién trong cong ddng. Cong dong
Khmer, ma dai dién 1a cdc su sdi va ban quan tri ngdi chua, co
truyén thong hop ban va ldy ¥ kién tdp thé mdi khi cin dua ra
quyét dinh trong nhitng sy kién cua cong dong: trong cic dip to
chtrc 18 hoi, cac cong viée xay dung chua, dudng x4, cau cong
trong xom, ép, dong moi va stra chita ghe ngo,... Viéc thuc hi¢n
nghi 1& va tham gia dua ghe ngo ciing do cic thanh vién trong
cong dong truc tiép chudn bi va tién hanh. Vi vdy, mdi thanh vién
trong cong dong déu giri gdm vao chiéc ghe ngo ca niém tin va su
chim soc cu thé. Ngudi Khmer tin rang, dé lam nén thanh cong
cia mot ghe ngo can hoi tu rat nhiéu yéu t6, nhu: chon gd, dong
ghe, su bdo trg cua cac déng thiéng, su gén két stc manh tap thé,
ky thuat va chién thuat dua ghe, v.v... D6 chinh 14 sy tong hoa cac
yéu t6 thiéng va thé tuc trong sinh hoat van héa ctia ngudi Khmer
gan voi chiée ghe ngo, trong d6, mdi yéu t6 déu c6 tim quan trong
dic biét khong thé thay thé.
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Ghe ngo dwoc Durc Phat va cac than linh béo tro

Trong cac nghi 18 lién quan dén ghe ngo cua cong dong Khmer,
cac vi su sdi luén dam nhiém viéc thuc hién cac nghi thuc Phat
gido, tung cac bai kinh Phat, cau xin Puc Phat hién linh bao tro cho
chiéc ghe va toan by doi dua ghe ngo cua chua dugc manh khoe,
binh an va gip may man trong cudc dua. Song hanh véi cac nghi 18
Phat gido 1a cac nghi 1& cung than do cac achar dam nhiém. Céc vi
than dugc nguodi Khmer thd phung c¢6 ngudn gdc hodc mbi quan hé
mét thiét v6i cac vi than trong hé thong Hindu gido trong vin héa
An Do, tuy nhién tén goi va tuc thd da co su bién doi do qua trinh
dich chuyén, giao luu va tiép bién dién ra trong thoi gian dai. Su
phan chia chirc ning ton gido trong cong dong Khmer biéu hién sy
ton trong 1an nhau va sy dung hoa gitta Phat gido va cac tin ngudng
dan gian, diéu nay khién cho doi séng vin hoéa, tin ngudng cua
nguoi Khmer dugc duy tri mot cach phong phua va hai hoa, tao nén
dic trung riéng ciia cong dong nay.

Thong qua céc nghi thirc Phat gido va nghi 18 ctng than, ngudi
Khmer tin rﬁng, ghe ngo s€ nhan dugc sy bao trg cia Puc Phat, cac
than linh cta ngudi Khmer va thin ghe ngo ctia riéng ngdi chua do.
Khi nhén 161 thinh mo1 cia cac nha su va achar, Pirc Phat va cac vi
than s& hién dién tai chiéc ghe, dong hanh cung chiéc ghe va doi
boi trong qua trinh dua.

Ghe ngo la hién than sirc manh tap thé cua cong déng

Trong cong dong Khmer, chiéc ghe ngo “séng” trong mot khong
gian vin hoa va két ndi voi cong ddng thong qua cac hoat dong vin
hoa. Mdi chiéc ghe khong chi 1a mot tai san chung c6 gia tri cao
trong ngdi chiia, ma con 1a mot biéu tuong dic trung cua cong
ddng. Mic du doi séng ctia ngudi Khmer ¢ Nam Bo con nhiéu kho
khan do sinh ké cha yéu vin dya vao san xuét nong nghiép, nhung
viéc dong gop tién bac, tai san dé xdy dung, ton tao ngdi chua
Khmer luén duoc ngudi dan uvu tién hang dau. Trong do, ghe ngo
duoc coi 1a mot tai san c6 gia tri cao, thuong xuyén dugc tu sua
hodc déng méi bang ngudn kinh phi dong gop tu nguyén ctia nguoi
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dan trong x6m, 4p. Chiéc ghe ngo chinh 14 thanh qua chira dung md
hoi, nudc mét cua hang ngan ngudi dan, dugc ho tich liy trong
nhiéu nim. Do d6, ghe ngo khong chi 1a s¢i ddy gin két nguoi dan
v&i ngoi chuia - khong gian thiéng da ton tai lau doi voi moi ngudi
dan trong cong dong, ma con tao nén mot tinh than doan két giira
nhitng nguoi dan trong cic xém, dp bang niém tin rang chiéc ghe
mang theo linh hon va niém ty hao cua cong dong khi cudi trén
song nude, hoa minh vao cudc dua, ludt bang bang bén canh cac
ghe ban. Nguoi Khmer quan niém hoat dong dua ghe 1a mot nghi
thtre thiéng liéng, va su tham gia hoat dong nay s€ mang lai may
mén cho cong dong trong cong viée 1am in va cude sdng. Néu ghe
chila ndo gianh chién thing s& mang lai may man dic biét, hira hen
mot mua boi thu, dong thoi cling mang lai niém hanh phiic, hanh
dién cho ba con trong thon, dp. Tuy nhién, ngudi Khmer ciing
khong quéa coi ning phan thuéng va chién thing, ma dbi véi ho
quan trong hon 1a sy gin két cong dong khi sat canh bén nhau trong
cudc dua nay. Sau ngay hoi, moi ngudi lai quay vé véi cong viée
lam an, sinh sdng voi tinh than phan khoi.

Tri thirc sang tao va diéu khién ghe ngo

Bén canh nhiing tiéu chi mang tinh vat Iy ma nghé nhan dong
ghe phai tuan thu khi tao ra mot chiéc ghe ngo (nhu da dé cap &
muyc 1.1), thi k¥ thuat va chién thuat diéu khién ghe ngo dong vai
trd vo cling quan trong nham tao ra su phdi hop chit ché gitra cac
tay boi, va su két hop nhip nhang, an y gitra luc chéo cua toan doi
boi voi chiée ghe. Doi boi ghe di thi dau thuong co 70 - 80 nguoi
dugc cong déng lya chon, 1a nhiing trai trdng khée manh, bao gém
ca tay boi chinh thirc va duy bi. Theo truyén thong, trén ghe ngo can
c6 3 ngudi didu khién, phu trach 3 nhom tay boi ¢ dau ghe, giita
ghe va cudi ghe. Nguoi ngdi ¢ vi tri miii ghe phai 1a nguoi khé gia,
¢6 uy tin trong phum, soc. Sau ngudi ngdi miii 14 cip “con dam” c6
k¥ thuat boi t6t nhét, theo dung nhip cong hodc coi dé lam chuén
muec cho cac tay boi ngdi phia sau. Ngudi thir hai ding & vi tri giira
ghe, con goi 12 “ngudi cam coi”, chi huy nhom tay boi chinh & giita
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ghe. Day ciing 13 huin luyén vién cua toan doi. Nguoi ngdi dudi
gilr nhiém vu chi huy dan lai.

Vi chiéc ghe ngo c6 hinh dang thon dai nhu than hinh ran, nén khi
boi, néu dong tac ciia doi boi phdi hop khong nhip nhang, ghe dé bi
mat thing bang va 1at chim. Céc tay boi phai ra strc tip cho thuan
thuc, chinh xéc theo yéu cau & vi tri ctia minh. Trudce khi di dua, céac
d6i boi déu phai tap boi trén can. Thong thuong diém tip boi 1a
trude san chua. Cac tay boi duoc sip xép theo vi tri ciia minh trén
ghe va tap theo tiéng coi/cong ctia hudn luyén vién. Sau giai doan tap
boi trén can 1 t&i giai doan tap boi trén gian gb. Viéc luyén boi trén
gian gd nham luyén cho tay chéo déu din, déo dai va ting stc bén
thé luc khi 1am quen véi lyc can ciia nude. Sau khi tap boi trén gian
la giai doan tép boi trén ghe ngo cli. Qua trinh tap luyén cta doi boi
doi hoi su kién tri khé luyén nhim muc tiéu tao dugc sirc manh phéi
hop toan d6i mot cach nhip nhang, an ¥ nhat, va khi két hop voi
chiéc ghe s& tro thanh mot khéi sitc manh gin két, théng nhat. Mot
trong nhitng yéu t6 ¢6 tinh quyét dinh thanh cong cia ghe ngo, d6 1a
chién thuat va k¥ nang chi huy doi boi ctia huan luyén vién, nguoi
cam coi (cong) va ciing chinh 13 ngudi diéu khién toan bd nhip do
ctia chiéc ghe va doi boi sao cho pht hop véi tinh thé cu thé trén
duong dua. Nguoi dugc chon vao vi tri nay phai la nguoi am tuong
vé k¥ nang boi ghe ngo va ¢ uy tin trong cong dong.

C6 thé noi, bén canh sttc manh tinh than ma cong dong giri gim
vao chiéc ghe ngo, trong d6 niém tin tén gido, tin ngudng doéng
vai tro c6t 151, thi nhitng tiéu chi vé mat vat chét ciing gop phan
quan trong dé 1am nén strc manh tong thé cia ghe ngo. Nhimg yéu
t6 d& cap trén day dugc ngudi Khmer coi 1 khong thé thiéu va co
tinh quyét dinh sy thanh céng ctia mot chiéc ghe ngo trong 18 hoi
dua ghe ngo. Su két hop cia cac yéu té ndy tao nén gia tri biéu
tuong cua ghe ngo véi su dan xen, hoa tron hai dang thic thiéng
va thé tuc, hd tro 1an nhau, giup chiéc ghe hoan thanh st ménh
ctia mot chiée kiéu rude linh thiéng va 1a biéu tuong strc manh cua
cong dong.
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Thay 10i két

Trong doi séng van hoa cta ngudi Khmer Nam Bo, ghe ngo 1a
mot biéu twong vin hoa dién hinh va mang tinh cong ddng cao,
thudng gan voi mot ngdi chua 13 trung tdm sinh hoat vin héa tam
linh ctia moét hay nhidu phum, séc. Nguoi Khmer d3 van dung
nhiéu tri thirc phong pht dé tao nén ghe ngo, trong do, yéu té ton
gi4o, tin ngudng chinh 1a phan cdt 161 khién ghe ngo tré thanh mot
biéu trung vin hoa dic sic ctia cong dong. Chiée ghe ngo trong vin
hoa ciia nguoi Khmer vira chira dung gia tri thAm my ctia mot tac
phém ngh¢ thuat doc déo, vira chura dung gia tri lich st khi la
chimg cir ciia mot truyén thong vin hoéa nong nghiép lau doi. Pong
thoi, chiéc ghe ngo ciing gan voi mot kho tang van hoa phi vat thé
giau c6 bao gdm cac truyén thuyét, hé thong cac vi than bao trg va
hé théng nghi 18. Ngay nay, cac ngdi chiia Khmer & Nam Bo van
thuc hién viéc dong médi ghe ngo va thuong xuyén tham gia cac 1&
hoi dua ghe ngo ciia khu vuc. Cac nghi 18 va hoat dong cong dong
gin véi chiéc ghe ngo van dugc duy tri. Didu nay chimg to rang,
chiéc ghe ngo véi vai tro 1a mot biéu twong vin hoa dic trung trong
van hoa Khmer van khang dinh strc séng trong doi sbng dwong dai.

Cac gia tri van hoa o day thé hién qué trinh giao luu, tiép bién
vin hoa qua lich s phat trién cia van hoa Viét Nam, tich hop
nhiéu yéu té dic trung ctia Hindu gido, Phat gido, vin hoa Angkor
va vian hoa ban dia. Tuy nhién, cho du qua trinh bién ddi nay dién
ra trong mdt thoi gian dai, c6 sy dan xen, thich nghi va théng tri 1an
nhau, ndi bat 1én trén cac nghi 1& th cing, cac 18 hoi cong dong la
niém tin/ddc tin sdu sic cua cong dong Khmer d6i voi su linh
thiéng cua Dtrc Phat va cac vi than, duoc ho giri gim vao chiéc ghe
ngo trong sudt qua trinh hinh thanh, ton tai trong cong déng, dién
hinh 13 trong 1& hoi dua ghe ngo. Nhin nhan sy ton tai cua tinh
thiéng va tinh thé tuc nhu hai thanh t6 tao nén gia tri tong thé cua
ghe ngo trong van hoa cta ngudi Khmer 13 goc nhin khuyén khich
ton trong sy khac biét trong vin hoa néi chung, trong niém tin va
thuc hanh ton gido, tin ngudng noi riéng; tir d6, hudng téi cach ung



Pham Thi Thay Chung. 7inh thiéng va tinh thé tuc cda chiéc ghe ngo... 97

xir khoan dung, hai hoa giita cac cong dong. Boi vi, thiéng va thé
tuc tuy 1a hai dang thirc khac biét nhung lai khong mau thuin va
hoan toan c6 thé song hanh cung nhau trong cung mot sy vat, hién
tuong van hoa-ton gido. /.

CHU THICH:

1

Theo ong Danh S., Ban Quan tri Chua Tum Pok Sok (Séc Trang) néu ¢
can cau, ghe ngo ¢o thé 1wt véi tbe do 20km/h, néu khong c6 cén cau thi
chi dat duoc tdi da 10km/h. Phong vin ngay 28 thang 4 nam 2014, tai
Béo tang Dan tdc hoc Vi¢t Nam.

Tén khoa hoc cuia loai cay nay 1a Hopea, ho Déu (Dlpterocarpaceae) 0
khu vuc chau A, loai cdy sao dugc tim thiy som nhat & An Do, sau d6
phan bé rong ra cac nude thude khu vue Pong Nam A, nhu: Campuchia,
Malaysia, Myanmar, Thai Lan, Lao, Viét Nam.

Theo nha nghién ctiru Chau O., phong van ngay 10 thang 11 nam 2016, tai
chua Kh’leang, thanh phd Séc Tring, tinh Séc Tring; Huynh Ngoc Trang
(2014).

O cac miéu tho Neak Ta cua ngudi Khmer, Neak Ta thudng dugc tuong
trung bang nhitng hon da hinh bau dyc, nhin bong ty nhién. Pay c6 thé 1a
mot dang tai ing than cua thin Shiva trong Hindu gido. V& van d& nay,
tac gia s& dé cap chi tiét trong mot bai viét khac.

Trong ngon ngit Khmer, Neang nghia 1 “nang”, Khmau 13 “den”. Mot sb
nghién ciru d& cap toi mdi lién hé mat thiét gitra Neang Khmau voi Ba
Pen cia nguoi Kinh, Po Nagar cua nguoi Cham, hoac nhu mét tai ing
than cua nit than Kali, nir than quyén luc bac nhit trong vin hoa An Do
(Trung tim Vin héa hoc - Ly luan va Ung dung, 2007; Pham Thi Thiy
Chung, 2013).

Mot s6 nha nghién ciru dong nhat Neak Ta va Neang Khmau, tuy nhién,
theo tac gia bai viét thi nhan dinh nay can nghién ctru su hon.
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Abstract

SACRED AND PROFANE ASPECTS OF A “NGO” BOAT IN
THE KHMER CULTURE IN THE SOUTH VIETNAM

Pham Thi Thuy Chung
Institute for Religious Studies, VASS
The “ngo” boat is a unique symbol of the Khmer community’s
culture in the South in particular and the Vietnamese culture in
general. The cultural values of the “ngo” boat are expressed in the
behavior of the Khmer community in the rituals and activities of
the “ngo” boat racing held once a year during the Ook Om Bok
festival. The “ngo” boat of Khmer people can be considered as a
typical phenomenon showing the transformation of sacred and
profane aspects associated with the change of this symbol’s
function in the new context of space and time. Research on
religious life from the “sacred and profane” perspective is an
approach that recognizes the difference in human conception and
behavior towards the sacred and profane aspects based on the
differences of function, space, time, and religious experience. It
will bring a tolerant, harmonious view and respectful behavior
towards cultural differences, the differences of religious faith in
particular.

Keywords: sacred and profane; ngo boat; Khmer; South;
Vietnam.



