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NGUYEN KHAC PUC*

KINH NGHIEM PHAT HUY NGUON LUC
TON GIAO CUA MY

Tém tit: Nude My la quoc gia cé ti 1é tin do ton gido khd cao
trong toan bé déin s6. Tén gido déng vai tro rat quan trong
trong xa hoi My, biéu hién trong hau hét cdc linh viee xa héi,
ddp g ca nhu cau tinh than va vt chdt ciua nguoi dan.
Pdng chii y la nguoi My da rdt chii trong xdy dung chinh
sdch ton gido phit hop ngay tir thoi ky ldp quoc dé bdao dam
quyén tir do tén gido, tin ngudng cia nhan dan, dong thoi cé
thé phdt huy nhiéu nhdt déng gdp ciia tén gido cho xa hgi. Vé
kinh té-xd hoi, khé c6 nwée nao ma dong gép cua tén gido
cho xa hoi lai lon nhw nuwoc My. Theo woc tinh, dong gop
hdang nam cua tén gido cho nwée My khodng 1.200 ti USD,
thé hién trén hau hét cac linh vuec. Nhitng con s trén cho
thdy d6 la nguon luc khéng nhé, déng gop rat tich cuc cho
phat trién xa héi.

Tir khéa: Nguon lye; tén gido; My.

Dan nhap

Ton gido déng vai trd rat quan trong trong xa hoi My', ma bieu
hién trong hau hét cac linh vuc xa hoi, co thé dua ra nhiing su gitp
do rat hién thyc, vura 1a tinh than vira 1a vat chat, c6 y nghia sau xa,
vO cung can thiét doi voi vige duy tri xa hdi 6n dinh, hoa giai céac
mau thuan, diéu hoa cidc mdi quan hé giita con ngudi véi nhau, dam
bao sinh hoat binh thuéng cho moi ca nhan va gia dinh.

bac biét, ton gido 1a nén tang dao duc, nén tang doan két xa hodi
va nguoi My rat chu trong phat huy vai tro cta ton gido trong doi

* Vién Ton gido va Tin ngudng, Hoc vién Chinh tri Quéc gia Hd Chi Minh.
Ngay nhéan bai: 28/7/2020; Ngay bién tap: 02/10/2020; Duyét dang: 06/11/2020.
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song cong dong. Kho cé nude nao ma dong gop vé kinh té - xa hoi
cua ton gido cho xa hdi lai 16n nhu nudéec MY. Ton gido thong qua
mang ludi t6 chirc rong 16n ciia minh co thé tap trung rat hiéu qua
ngudn nhan luc, vat luc vo cing phong phu, dé phuc vu nhu cau
clia xi hoi. Hon thé, sy ning dong ton gido cua xi hoi My 1a mot
thanh t6 van hoa cuc ky quan trong giai thich cho ti 1& tuong d6i
cao cuia hoat dong tir thién va tinh nguyén ciia qubc gia nay?.

1. Chinh sach, phap luit ton gidao cia nwéc My - co sé phat
huy ngudn lyc, déng gép ciia tén gido cho xa hoi

Tu Chinh an Tht nhit Hién phap My (1791) quy dinh: “Qudc hoi
s& khong lam luat dong y viéc thiét 1ap tén gido, hay ngin cim hoat
dong tu do ctia n6™. Pay 1a chinh sach ton gido ctia My duogc khing
dinh tir thoi ky 1ap qudc dén nay, trong d6 bao gdom hai nguyén tic
co ban 1a: 1) Khong thiét 1ap ton gido va 2) Tu do ton gido.

1.1. Nguyén tic khong thiét lgp ton gido

Nguyén tic nay néu rd, chinh quyén bang va chinh phu lién bang
déu khong duge cong nhan mot gido hoi 1am t6n gido chinh cua bang
hodc ton gido nha nudc; khong dugce thong qua dao luat giap do mot
t6n gido, hodc tat ca cac ton gido, hodc ing ho riéng mot tén gido nao
doé ma ky thi mét ton gido khac; khong dugc cudng buc hodc tdc dong
lam mdt ngudi nao d6 phan bdi lai mdt gido hdi ma nguoi do mudn
hay khéng mudn tham gia, hodc cudng birc ngudi do tuyén bd tin theo
hodc khéng tin theo bt cr mot ton gido nao d6. Bat ctr ai khong bi
trimg phat vi tuyén bd c6 hay khong c6 tin ngudng, ton gido, di hoic
khong di 18 nha thd; khong duge thu bét ky khoan thué nao dé ung ho
cho bt ctr hoat dong hoac t6 chuc ton gi40 nao, bét luan ho xuét hién
v6i danh nghia ndo, cho du ho dung bét ¢ hinh thic truyén gido
nao. Chinh quyén bang hay Chinh phu Lién bang déu khong duogc
ding phuong phép cong khai hay ngdm ngdm tham du vao cong viéc
cta bat clr td chirc hay gido doan ton gido nao; nguoc lai cling nhu
vay. Thomas Jefferson, téng thdng thir ba ctia nudc My, phan déi
viéc dung 1ap phap dé xac lap tén gido va cho rang can xay dung
“birc twdng ngin cach” gifta gido hoi va nha nudc?.
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Hat nhén clia nguyén tic khong thiét 1ap ton gido 1a sy phan tach
gitra gido hoi va nha nudc, dugc cho la dé ngan can uu tién ton gido
ctia chinh phtt & My. Trong gin nhu toan bo thé ky qua, Toa an Tdi
cao di nhic lai diéu khoan trén ctia Tu Chinh 4n thir nhat, khing
dinh rang, Chinh phu khong thé “thong qua bo luat trg gitip mot ton
gido, tro gitp tit ca cac ton gido, hay ting ho mot ton gido nay hon
mot ton giao khic”. Theo nguyén tic khong thiét 1ap, & muc do
thip nhat, Chinh phu khong thé danh nhiing wu tién dic biét cho
cac t6 chirc ton gido hon nhimng gi danh cho cic nhom khéng ton
gido ¢6 hoan canh twong tuy. Nguyén tic nay han ché tdi thiéu sb
lwong hop tac va hd tro cta nha nudce cho cac cong dong ton gido.

Nguyén tic nay 1a chinh sich ton gido nhét quan ctia My trong
sudt hon hai thé ky qua. Tuy nhién, viéc 1y giai va thuc hién nguyén
tic ndy & My van gdy ra nhiéu tranh luan. Micah Schwartzman,
Richard Schragger (Gido su Lut Dai hoc Virginia) va Nelson Tebbe
(Gi4o su Luat Dai hoc Cornell) cho rang, gan day da chung kién su
sup do gn nhu hoan toan cua nguyén tic nay & tam qudc gia, it
nhét véi sy tai tro cia Chinh phu cho ton gido. Trong Chuong trinh
Béo vé Chi tiéu (the Payment Protection Program) phan bd 669 ti
USD ho trg cac doanh nghiép nho trong dai dich covid 19, chinh
phu da moé rdng tai trg cho cac gido hdi va cac co sé tho tu khac.
Chuong trinh nay chua c6 tién 1& xét vé sb tién tuyét ddi lién quan
va ban chét ton gido cuia cac hoat dong, bao gdm viéc tra lvong cho
chure sic ton gido, ma chinh phu dang trg cap®.

1.2. Nguyén tiic tw do ton gido

Nudc My rit coi trong tu do t6n gido, coi d6 1a “tw do dau tién”
ctia con nguoi®. Ho 1y gidi, tw do ton gido gin chit véi ngudn gbe
va sur ton tai thue sy clia nude My. Nhidu nguoi sang 1ap nude My
da roi1 bo su nguoc dai & nude ngoai, gilr gin ¢ trong trai tim va
khéi 6c cua ho 1y tudng tu do tén gido. Ho da thiét 1ap trong luét
phap tr do ton gido nhu 1a mot quyén co ban va try cot cua quic
gia. Quyén ty do tin ngudng va thyc hanh tén gido 1a mot quyén
con ngudi mang tinh toan cau va tu do co ban dugc thé hién trong
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nhiéu cong cu qudc té, bao gdm Tuyén ngdn Toan cau vé Quyén
con ngudi cua Lién Hiép Qudc (1948), Cong ude Qudc té vé cac
Quyén dan sy va chinh tri (1966), Hién chuong Lién Hiép Quéc,
Cong wdc chau Au vé Bao vé Quyén con ngudi va cac Ty do co
ban, v.v...

Tu do tu twong, lvong tim va ton giao dugc hiéu la dé bao vé
nhitng tin ngudng hitu than va vé than, va quyén khong tuyén xung
va thuc hanh bat ky mot ton gido ndo. Chinh phu c6 trach nhiém
bao vé nhimg quyén co ban cta cong dan va thyc hién cong bing
cho tat ca moi nguoi. Tu do ton gido 12 mot quyén co ban ctua moi
ca nhan, khong phan biét chung tdc, gidi tinh, dan tdc, tin ngudng,
t6n gido, hay qudc tich, va bat ky chinh phu nao khong nén cat xén
n6 mot cach thiéu can cu’.

Vé nguyén tic, chinh phu khong can du vao hoat dong ton giao
ma céc tin do tién hanh theo gido 1y ciia ho, nhung tu do t6n gido
khong c6 nghia 1a tin dd c¢6 quyén v6 han mudn 1am gi thi lam.
Nim 1878, Toa an Téi cao My trong ban phan quyét vu an
“Reynold kién Chinh phit My”, d3 chi ra: phap ludt “khong thé can
thiép vao tin ngudng va 1y giai ton gido, nhung c6 thé can thiép vao
hoat dong ton gido”. Tiép do, ndm 1940, trong phan quyét ciia Toa
an T6i cao Lién bang My vé vu an “Canwell kién bang
Connecticut” nhan manh nguyén tic tu do tén gido “bao gdm hai
khéi niém: tin ngudng ty do va hanh dong tu do, cai thu nhat 1a
tuyét d6i. Nhung cai thir hai khong phai 1a tuyét ddi, dé bao vé xa
hoi, hanh vi duong nhién phai chiu kiém soat™®.

Hon nita, Qudc hoi My khong duoc ban hanh luat phap nham
han ché hoat dong ton gido tu do ndi chung, cling nhu hoat dong tu
do cua mdt ton gido, gido phai hay gido hdi nao do; hoat dong ton
gido trong pham vi phép luat 1a ty do, khong chiu su can thi¢p cua
chinh phti va c4 nhan. Nguyén tic tu do ton gido da giai thoat cho
ton gido va gido hoi ra khoi truyén thong chau Au von chiu sy
khéng ché cta chinh phi. Ty do ton gido gin lién vdi quyén lwong
tam, 12 nén tang ctia nén dan chit My°.
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Bién minh cho quyén tir do tén gido hay tin nguéng ciia ngueoi My

Tu do ton gido da va dang 1a van dé gy tranh luan & M¥ va trén
thé gidi. Vao cudi thé ky 19 & My, James Madison'® bién minh cho
tu do ton gido véi nhitng ndi dung chu yéu sau:

Tén gido, hay bon phan ma ngudi My 1am cho Chuia Trdi cua ho
va céach thirc thé hién né, dugc chi din chi bang 1y tri hay xac tin,
khong thé bang sirc manh hay bao lyc. Ton gido ctia moi ngudi sau
do phai dugc danh cho tin ngudng manh li¢t va luong tdm cia moi
ngudi; va nd 1a quyén cta moi ngudi thuc hanh né. Pay 1a mot
quyén bt kha xam pham. Béi vi quyén nay hudng téi con nguoi, 1a
mot bon phan hudng toéi mot Pang sang thé. N6 1a bon phan cua
moi ngudi 1am cho Pang sang thé.

Boi vi néu nhu ton giao khong bi anh huéng cia quyén luc xa
hdi ndi chung, thi né cling it chiu anh huong cia Co quan Lap
phap. Quyén lyc 1ap phéap c6 tinh sao chép va hitu han: né hitu han
vi lién quan t6i cac co quan phdi hop, hon thé lién quan dén nhiing
cur tri.

V& ban chét, moi ngudi binh ding vé tu do va doc lap. Moi
ngudi duge cho 14 tham gia xa hoi trén nhitng diéu kién binh déng
khi ho c6 nhimg quyén ty nhién twong ty nhau. Hon tit ca 1a ho
duge tu quyét dinh khi c6 duge mot “dia vi binh dang cho hoat
dong ton gido tu do theo sy mach bao cua luong tdm”. Khi nguoi
My tu khang dinh rang tu do nim gir, thé hién va quan sat ton giao
ma ho tin 13 c¢6 ngudn gdc than thanh, thi ngudi My khong thé phu
nhan sy ty do binh ding cho nhitng ngudi ma tu tuong cua ho da
khong tir bo nhitng bang chimg da thuyét phuc nguoi My. Néu tu
do nay bi lam dung, thi do 1a mot toi chéng lai Chua Troi, khong
phai chdng lai con ngudi.

Bién minh thyc nghiém dwong dai vé tw do tén giao

Brian J. Grim'! néu van dé: Ty do ton gido: Piéu dang mong
mubn cho nhitng thir gy ric rdi cho ching ta? (Religious Freedom:
Good for What ails Us?) Va 6ng da ly giai:
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Thir nhat, tu do ton gido phii hop vdi tinh trang khoe manh va
hanh phiic vé kinh té - x4 hoi. Theo mot nghién ciru 101 qudc gia
gin day do Trung tim Ty do Tén giao Vién Hudson, My thyuc hién
cho théy, co tu do ton gido & mdt nudc tuong thich véi sy hién dién
cua nhiing ty do co ban khac (bao gém tu do dan su, chinh tri, tu
do bao chi, va ty do kinh té) va véi d6 bén cta dan chu.

Nghién ciru di cho thiy & bt ctr noi dau ty do ton gido & mirc
cao, thi & d6 co xu hudng it hon xung dot vii trang, két qua st
khoe t6t hon, thu nhdp cao hon, va nhimg co hoi giao duc cho phy
nir tét hon. Hon nira, tu do t6n gido lién quan tdi su phat trién con
nguoi n6i chung & mure cao hon.

Thur hai, ty do ton gido dua tdi tinh trang khoe manh va hanh
phuc vé kinh té - xd hoi. Nhiéu thir nghiém théng ké cao cép cho
thiy thuc su c6 sy dong gop tich cuc ma ty do tén gido dang tao ra.
Canh tranh t6n gido trong tu do ton gido dan téi sy tham gia ton
gido gia tang; dén luot né, sy tham gia t6n gido c6 thé dan toi pham
vi rong nhiing thanh qua chinh tri xa hoi tich cyc. Hon nita, nhiing
nhom tén gido cd dong gép cho xa hdi va tré thanh mdt bd phéan
ctia cAu tric co ban cua xa hoi, ty do ton giao dugc cung cb. bay co
thé dugc dinh nghia nhu 13 vong tudn hoan tw do tén gido.

Trong nhitng nim gan day nhiéu nghién ctru da tim hiéu nhiing
loi ich ciia vbn xd hoi va von tdm linh xuét phat tir viéc tham gia
t6n gido va dan sy tich cyc. Khi nhiéu ngudi tich cyc tham gia ton
gi4o, vé mit ting truéng cic nhom ton gido mang dén nhiing loi
ich hitu hinh nhu kha ning biét doc, biét viét, k¥ ning lam viéc,
luyén tap sirc khoe, tu van hon nhan, giam ngheo... Ching han,
nhirng t6 chirc dwa trén dirc tin 13 nhitng nha cung cdp chu yéu
cham soc va ung h¢ nhing dich vu cho nhitng nguodi co
HIV/AIDS ¢ nhitng nuéc dang phat trién, hodc 14 co nhiing bang
chung khoa hoc vé nhiing loi ich sttc khoe mot cach ty than lién
quan dén tham gia t6n gido. Bén canh do, tu do ton gido con thuc
day phat trién bén ving, gitip cung ¢ nén dan chii va giam thiéu
bao lyc ton gido.
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T do t6n gido la quyén tir nhién

Loi mo dau trong Tuyén ngdén Doc 1ap cia My néu rd, Luat Ty
nhién va Chua Ty nhién trao cho con ngudi quyén c6 vi tri binh ddng
va doc 1ap... Moi ngudi sinh ra binh dang. Pang sang thé cua ho da
trao cho ho nhiing quyén bat kha xam pham, trong nhitng quyén ay
c6 quyén Song, T do va theo dudi Hanh phiic. Tuyén bd “Luat Tu
nhién va Chaa Ty nhién” va “Quyén bit kha xdm pham” 1a nhiing sy
that “bang chimg tu than” phan anh nhitng co s¢ ciia quyén ty nhién
cta ty do ton gido, cling nhu cua nhidu quyén khac'.

Tu do lwong tdm dimg trén va ¢ xa quyén luc nha nude dé lap
phap nhu 1a mot quyén tu nhién bat kha xam pham cua tat ca moi
c4 nhan do Chtia Troi ban ting. N6 ¢6 trudc quyén cong dan va doc
1ap v6i n6, dan quyén bén trong ban chit con nguoi nhu 13 mot
phan khong thé tach roi khoi ton tai ciia con ngudi. Day 1a mot nén
tang cao vé 1y luan va chién thing vé chinh tri trong cudc dau tranh
cho ti do ton gido, bai vi chién thing niy do Madison, nhiing
ngudi ung ho, va nhitng nguoi cong tac ctia dng da tao ra'’.

Tu do ton gido thudc vé pham gia con ngudi: Tu do ton gido
xudt phat tir pham gia con nguodi. Moi ngudi sinh ra ty do va binh
dang vé pham gia. Moi ngudi déu c6 pham gia mot cach ty nhién.

Chinh sach t6n gido - bao gdm nguyén tic khong c6 ton gido dugc
thiét 1ap va bao vé hoat dong ton gido ty do di gitp tao ra thuong
truong ton gido niang dong, tao ra kha ning mdi ngudi c6 mot ton
gido, thay ddi ton gido, hodc khong c6 ton gido bang moi gia, tir d6
ton gido c6 thé dong gop nhidu nhat cho phat trién xa hoi My.

2. Nguon lue, déng gop ciia cac to chire dya trén ton giso

Céc to chuc dua trén ton gido & My bao gdm cac to chuc tir
thién, bénh vién, truong hoc, truyén thong, am thyuc ton gido, ma
nhitng gi4 tri cua nd dugc dua trén mot dic tin hay tin ngudng,
nhi¢m vu dya trén cac gia tri xa hdi cua mot ton gido nao do, va no6
thuong thu hit nhitng nguoi lanh dao, doi ngli nhan vién, nhiing
ngudi tinh nguyén 1am viée cho to chirc tir mot ton gido cu thé.
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Nhirng t6 chirc dua trén ton gido c6 dong gop tich cuc cho sirc
khoe va phuc loi ctia hang tram triéu ngudi My. N6 bao gdm nhiing
hoat dong tur thién nhu td chirc Nhitng dich vu thugc dao Tin Lanh
Luther & My - co quan chim soc sau triéu nguodi hing nim, va
nhitng bénh vién thudc Cong gido. Nhimng t6 chirc dya trén dirc tin
d3 néng cao két qua cua cac co quan cong cong. Chang han, nhiing
truong tiéu hoc va trung hoc co sé dya trén dirc tin c6 dong gop nodi
tréi cho gido duc tré em ma nhitng trudng hoc cong da khong thé
dat dugc. Sinh vién cic truong ton gido an toan hon sinh vién céac
truong cong, chiang han it hon truong hop t6i pham bao luc va bét
nat. Sinh vién trong céc truong ton gido cam thy an toan voi cac
cudc tin cong hay gy hai trong trudng hoc so véi ban cua ho trong
cac truong cong.

2.1. Pong gop ciia cdc t6 chirc gido duc

Ton gido dong gop rat ndi bat cho nén gido duc My tir thoi ky
thanh lap dat nuge dén nay, & tat ca cac cép hoc. N6 ¢6 mit va
dong gop vat chat, tai chinh cho hé théng gido duc, dao tao con
ngudi cho nude My va nhiéu nude khac.

Thoi ky thue din, hau nhu tat ca cac co sé gido duc déu do gido
hoi Kito lap ra, tur 16p day chit, 16p hoc Chu nhat, truong tiéu hoc
dén cac truong dai hoc. Hién nay, nén gido duc tién tién cia My
da som thoat khéi su phu thudc vao gido hoi va da gianh dugc
thanh tyu to 16n, nhung ton giao van c6 anh hudng manh ddi voi
gido duc. Biéu hién & chd ton gido so hitu va diéu hanh hang loat
truong than hoc va céc truong tiéu hoc, trung hoc, cao dfmg, dai
hoc, trong d6 c6 nhiéu truong danh tiéng. Dong thoi ho tai tro rat
16m cho gido duc dai hoc, nghién ctru khoa hoc va quy hoc béng
cho sinh vién'?,

Udc tinh gia tri cta gido duc lién quan dén ton gido cho xa hoi
My bang cach nhan sé luong sinh vién hoc tap & cac to chirc dai
hoc, truong trung hoc phd théng va trudng tiéu hoc dwa trén ton
gi4o bai chi phi trung binh ciia mdi cép hoc nay.
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Giao duc dai hoc

Dit lidu nhap hoc nam 2011-2012 tir Trung tim Qudc gia Théng ké
Gio duc (NCES) va T6 chirc Cac khoa hoc gido duc (IES)'* cho thiy
chi phi hoc tap cta hau hét cac to chirc dai hoc lién quan dén t6n gido,
bao gdm cac truong dai hoc, trudng than hoc va cac ching vién.

Bang 1. Uérc tinh chi tra hoc tdp hiang nim cho cac to chirc

gido duc dai hoc dua trén ton gido

Chi tra hoc tip
Tong s6 sinh vién 2.033.875
Hoc phi trung binh/sinh | 23.001 USD
vién
Tong sb 46.781.311.080 USD

Nguoén: Trung tdm Qudc gia Théng ké Gido duc va T chirc Cac khoa
hoc gido duc My, 2012.

Gido duc tiéu hoc va phé théng: S6 lugng hoc sinh nhap hoc
trong cac trudng tiéu hoc va phd thong tir B6 Gido duc My, Trung
tam Qudc gia Thong ké gido duc, Cudc khao sat toan cau cac
truong hoc tu, 2011-2012.

Bang 2. Udc tinh chi tra hoc phi hing nim cho céc trudng tiéu
hoc dura trén ton gido

Chi tra hoc phi
Hoc sinh ti€u hoc 2.579.858
Hoc phi trung binh/sinh 5.847 USD
vién
Tong so 15.084.427.145 USD

Nguén: B Gigo duc, Trung tim Qudc gia Thong ké gido duc My, Cudc
khao sat toan cau cac trudng hoc tu, 2011-2012.
Bang 3. Udc tinh chi tra hoc phi hing nim cho cac trudong
trung hoc co' sé dwa trén tén giao

Chi tra hoc phi
Hoc sinh trung hoc co s¢ | 1.025.180
Hoc phi trung binh/sinh | 11.790 USD
vién
Tong so 12.086.872.652 USD

Nguoén: B Gigo duc, Trung tim Qudc gia Thong ké gido duc My, Cudc
khao sat toan cau cac trudng hoc tu, 2011-2012.
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2.2. Déng gop ciia co s’y té

DPong gop vé y té 1a mot diém nhan trong nhitng déng gop cua
t6n gido cho xa hoi My, biéu hién ndi bat thong qua cic co so y té
ma ho s& hitu va diéu hanh, nhu: bénh vién, trung tdm y té, phong
kham, tram y té, trung tdm diéu tri tai gia dinh, trung tdm phuc hoi,
vién diéu dudng, co so phuc vu diéu tri dic biét, ...

Udc tinh gia tri cua hoat dong chiam séc sirc khoe lién quan dén
t6n gido cho xa hoi My bang cach cong doanh thu thyc té hing nim
dugc bao céo bdi nhitng mang ludi cham soc suc khoe dua trén ton
gi4o 10n nhat & My. Chi nhitng bénh vién va hé thdng cham sbc sirc
khée v&i sy tham gia ton gido tich cuc dugce tinh. Nhitng mang ludi
y t& duogc tinh 1a nhimg mang lu6i dua trén duc tin trong sé 100
bénh vién c6 doanh thu cao nhit va hé thong y té dung dau.

Bang 4. Doanh thu hoat dong hing nim cia nhirng h¢ théng
chim séc y té dua trén dire tin chu yéu (ti USD)

Nhirng hé thong chim séc y té Doanh thu

Nhirng nha cung cap y t¢ Cong gido 108,0
Hé théng y té dao Tin Lanh Adventist (Florida) 7,6
Cham soc y t& Advocate 5,2
Bénh vién dao Tin Lanh Methodist (San Antonio) 5,1
Trung tdm y t& dao Tin Lanh Bap tit 4,5
Bénh vién dao Tin Lanh Methodist (Houston) 4,2
Nguon luc y t€ Texas (Arlington, TX) 3,8
Bénh vién dai hoc dao Tin Lanh Methodist (Memphis) 3,8
Bénh vién dao Tin Lanh Bap tit Miami 33
Co quan y t€ dao Tin Lanh Adventis (CA) 33
Bénh vién dao Tin Lanh Riverside (Columbus, Ohio) 3,1
Trung tam y té dao Tin Lanh Bap tit Jacksonville (FL) 2,8
Co quan y t€¢ dao Tin Lanh Bap tit Nam Florida (Coral Gables) 2,2
Tap doan cham soc y té dao Tin Lanh Bép tit Memorial 1,9
(Mempbhis)

Nhiing hé thong cham soc y té dao Tin Lanh Bap tit (KY) 1,6
Hé thong chdm soc y té Baylor (Dallas, TX) 0,5
Tong cong 161,0

Nguén: Tap chi Becker’s Hospital va Cac bao cdo cua hé thong cham soc
y t€ ca nhan; Hiép hoi Y té Cong gido My, 2014.
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DPoéng gdp cua cac gido doan 1a mot bo phan rat quan trong trong
ngudn lyc ton gido & My. Trong s6 4.071 gido doan duoc khao sat
trong dy an Nghién ciru gido doan qudc gia nam 2012, thu nhép
trung binh hang nam la 242.910 USD/gido doan. Trong do6, 216.143
USD tir quyén gop ca nhan, phi hoi vién hay sy dong gdp nodi
chung. Véi 344.894 gido doan's, thu nhap hang nim tir quyén gop
ca nhan cho céac gido doan My udc tinh 1a 74.546.330.721 USD.

Béang 5. Thu nhép va chi tiéu cia cac giao doan My

(da ton giao, USD)

TT

Thu nhap va Chi tiéu

Trung
binh/giao
doan

Tong so ciia 344.894
gido doan

Thu nhdp hing nim
cua giao doan

242910

83.778.191.193

SO lugng thu nhap tr
quyén gbép ca nhan, phi
hoi vién va cac khoan
dong gop

216.143

74.546.330.721

Téong s6 tién chi phi
vao cdc chwong trinh
xd hoi 2012

26.781

9.236.699.335

Téng s6 tién chi phi
vao cdc chwong trinh
xd hoi 2006

9.190

3.169.472.392

Téng s6 tién chi phi
vao cdc chwong trinh
xd hoi 1998

6.880

2.372.839.680

S6 lugng dong gop cho
cac to chuc ton giao
khac

2.997

1.033.799.071

H6 tro cua chinh phu,
hop dong, 1€ phi cac
du an dich vu x3 hoi

732

252.327.899

SO luong nhéan dugce tu
cac quy, doanh nghiép,
phuong thire lién hi¢p

354

122.137.312
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Nguon: Nghién ciu gido doan qudc gia (1998, 2006-7, 2012),
Nghién ciru gido doan va thanh vién t6n gido do Hiép hoi thong ké cac
co quan ton gido MY thuc hién.

2.4. Hoat dong tir thién

Nudc My 1a qudc gia ciia nhitng nguoi lam tir thién ca vé thoi
gian va tién bac. Ti 1& hoat dong tr thién va tinh nguyén & My
trong d6i cao so voi nhiéu nudc cong nghiép khac, va cac nhom
t6n giao 1a nhitng nguoi nhan tién va thoi gian duoc quyén gop 16n
nhit. Hoat dong tir thién va tinh nguyén & My dugc ting cudng do
su phd bién cua chil nghia nhan dao duoc thuc day boi ton gido.
Nhitng hoat dong nay goép phan 1am cho viéc 1am tir thién tré nén
phd bién hon. Hon nita, hé thong phéap 1y ciing rat khuyén khich
lam tur thién, bao gém cac nhom ton gido, dac bi¢t thong qua co ché
mién giam thué'”. Co hang trdm co s& tr thién thuc hién cong viée
ctia hang tram truyén thong dic tin & M.

Bang 6. Thu nhip hing nam cua nhirng t6 chirc tir thi¢n dua
trén tén gido chu yéu (wéec tinh, ti USD), 2014

Té chirc Thu nhap hing nim

Dich vu dao Tin Lanh Luther & My 21,0
YMCA My 6,6
Céac t0 chirc tur thién Cong gido 4,5
Doi quan ciru 1oi 4,1
Moi truong song cho con nguoi 1,7
Thuc dn cho ngudi ngheéo 1,0
Tam nhin thé gi6i 1,0
T6 chuc tré em nam cia My 0,9
Long tric an qudc té 0,7
Nhiing dich vu ctru trg Cong gido 0,6
Hinh tugng Chua trén thanh gia ¢ cac 0,5
truong dai hoc

Ban y té va truyén gido Cong gido 0,5
Vi tién clia nhitng ngudi can 0,5
Cham nuo6i cac con 0,5
Uy ban lién két phan phat dao Do 0,4
Thai My
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Ban d0 qudc té 0,3
Cuu trg va phat trién nhiing di€u tot 0,3
dep qudc té

Chir thép quoc té (Khong thudéec Hoi 0,3
chii thap do)

Tong cong: 45,3

Nguén:http://www.forbes.com/top-charities/list/, truy cdp ngay
4/5/2020.

Theo Quy Tir thién My, nim 2012 nguoi dan d quyén gop tong
s6 105 ti USD cho cac td chuc ton gido'®.

Gido hoi Cac Thanh hitu Ngay sau cua Chua Giésu Kit6" 1a
nhom t6n gido trong d6i nho, cb tru so chinh & My, véi khoang 16
triéu tin dd (khoang gin mot nira trong sé nay sébng & M¥), nhung
gido hoi rat tich cuc hoat dong tur thién va tinh nguyén.

Bang 7. Gido hdi Cac Thanh hiru Ngay sau cia Chaa Giésu

Kitd va cac ho trg' nhan dao (1985-2008)

Quyén gop tién mit 282,3 triéu USD
Quyén gbp tai san 833,6 USD

S6 quéc gia dugc phuc vu 167

Phan phat luong thuc, thuc pham 61,308 tan

Phén phat thiét bj y t 12,829 tan

Phan phat quan 4o du thira 84,681 tan

Phan phat d6 dung gido duc 5,965 tan

Nguon: Gido hoi Cac Thanh hiru Ngay sau ciia Chiia Giésu Ki t6
trén To Thong tin Phuc loi, 2008.

2.5. Déng gop ciia truyén thong

Dit liéu vé cong nghiép truyén thong tén gido & My rat kho tiép
can. Nhimng dit liéu tryc tuyén thuong khong rd ngudn va khé kiém
ching. Duéi day 1a u6c tinh dong gop cua linh vuc truyén thong
t6n gido do cc hang truyén thong ¢ uy tin cong bd.

Bang 8. Udc tinh doanh thu ciia céc té chire truyén thong

_dura trén dire tin (ti USD) ]
Linh vue truyén théng Doanh thu hang ndm

Bén sach ton gido 0,55
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Mang luéi phét thanh, truyén 0,29
hinh Kitd gido

Mang ludi truyén théng rong 0,05
16n

Ban suu tip Phiic Am/Kitd 0,02
gido

Tong sb 0,91

Nguén: Mang truyén thong CBN, EWTN, Forbes, 2014.

2.6. Pong gop ciia linh viee Gm thue

O day khong tinh dén viéc budn ban thirc dn danh cho nhing
ngdy nghi dya trén ton gido, nhu: Gidng sinh. Néu tinh khoan nay
thi s6 lugng tién 1a rat 1én. Theo udc tinh, viéc mua ban dip Giang
sinh trong nganh cong nghiép ban 1¢ cia My ndm 2013 trén 3 nghin
ti USD, chiém khoang 19,2% tong doanh thu ban 1¢, thué mudn
thém 768.000 lao dong?’. Sau day 1a doanh thu buén ban thirc in
danh cho nguoi Do Thai gido va Islam gido.

Béang 9. Buon ban thirc dn danh cho ngwoi Do Thai gido va

Islam gido, 2010 (wéc tinh, ti USD)

Linh vuc am thuc Doanh thu hz"lng nam
Am thuc Do Thai gido 12,5
Am thyc Islam gido 1,9
Tong sb 14,4

Nguon: Kosher: Lubicom (2014), “Kosher Statisticss” Halal:
Canadian Government (2011), “Global Pathfinder Report: Halal Food
Trends”, http://www.star-k.org/articles/articles/getting-
certified/advantage-kosher-certification/1373/the-global-demand-for-

kosher and http://www.lubicom.com/kosher/statistics/, truy cap ngay
4/5/2020.

U'c tinh ¢ mirc khiém t6n cho thdy dong gop vé kinh té ctia linh
vuc tén gido cho xd hoi My hang nim 1a 378,3 ti USD. V¢ kinh té,
con sd nay nhiéu hon doanh thu toan cau hang nim cua nhiing tap
doan cong ngh¢ Apple va Microsoft cong lai.
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Bang 10. Uéc tinh thu nhap hang nim caa cac to chirc tén gido

MY (ti USD)

Linh vue Thu nhap % ciia Tong sb
Mang luéi cham soc y té 161,0 42,5
Gi4o doan 83,8 22,1
Tang cho cdc té chirc tén -1,0 -0,3
giao khac
Céc t6 chire gido duc 74,0 19,6
Cac td chirc tir thién 45,3 12,0
Truyén thong 0,9 0,2
Am thuc (Do Thi gido va 14,4 3.8
Islam gido truyén thong)
Téng sb 378,3 100,0

Nguoén:Brian J. Grim and Melissa E. Grim, “The Socio-economic
Contribution of Religion to American Society: An Empirical
Analysis”, Interdisciplinary Journal of Research on Religion, Volume
12 Article 3 2016, p. 13.

T6 chirc ton gido 1a lyc lwong nim giit ngudn tai san 16n nhat
trong cac t6 chirc phi lgi nhuan & My. Chinh vi c6 ngudn vén doi
dao, gido hoi modi c6 nang luc phuc vu xa hoi rong rai, méi co thé
thué mudén va huy dong dugc nguén nhan lyuc to 16n, trién khai hoat
dong tir thién rong khap tir ndm nay sang nam khac?'.

3. Ngudn lyc, dong gép dwa trén gia tri dich vu xa hdi caa
gido doan, nhitng anh hwéng lan téa vé tir thién va déng gop
kinh té ciia cac doanh nghiép ¢6 ngudn gbc ton giso

3.1. Gid tri dong gép cua cdc gido doan

O My§ co rat nhiéu gido doan hoat dong rat da dang va tich cuec,
bao quat hau hét cac linh vuc xa hoi, cung cép dich vu lién quan
dén doi song ton gido va doi song thudng nhat cia ngudi dan, nhu
cham soc stc khoe, gido duc, giai tri, tham my, vi vy né cé dong
gop dang ké cho xa hoi.



Nguyén Khéc Blrc. Kinh nghiém phét huy ngudn Ir...

51

Céc giao doan cung cap muc do dang ké su chia sé cong dong va
dich vu xa hoi hon 1a né da cung cap thong qua céac td6 chuc ton
giao, dac bi¢t vé linh vuc y t&, gido duc va tur thién.

Bang 11. Dir liéu dai dién qudc gia vé hoat dong ciia cac
gido doan (da dirc tin)

TT | Thu nhép va Chi tiéu | Trung binh/ | Tong s6 ciia 344.894
gido doan gido doan
1 | Thu nhap hang nam | 242.910 83.778.191.193
cua giao doan
2 | SO lugng thu nhdp tur | 216.143 74.546.330.721
quyén gop ca nhan, phi
hoi vién va cac khoan
dong gop
3 | Tong so tien chi phi| 26.781 9.236.699.335
vdao cac chuong trinh
xd hoi 2012
4 | Tong so tien chi phi| 9.190 3.169.472.392
vdao cac chuong trinh
xd hoi 2006
5 | Téng so tien chi phi| 6.880 2.372.839.680
vdao cac chuong trinh
xd hoi 1998
6 | SO lugng déng gop cho | 2.997 1.033.799.071
céc to chire ton gido khac
7 | Ho trg cta chinh phi, | 732 252.327.899
hop ddng, 18 phi cac du
an dich vu xa hoi
8 | S6 lugng nhan dugce tir | 354 122.137.312
cac quy, doanh nghiép,
phuong thuce lién hiép
S0 nguwoi tham gia | Trung binh | Tong s0  nguoi,
ciac 16p hoc va cac | mdi gido | nhém hoic chuwong
chwong trinh doan trinh
9 | S6 nguoi tham gia cac | 35,6 12.271.329
16p hoc ton gido hang
tuan
10 | SO tré em tir 12 tudi trd | 34,2 11.802.273

xudng tham gia cac 16p
hoc ton gido hang tuan
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11

S6  thanh vién gido
doan da hoat dong tinh
nguyén, hodc chuwong
trinh xd hoi

22,2

7.646.300

12

SO thanh vién di nhan
giup do tr Giao doan

17,6

6.077.032

13

SO tré em vi thanh nién
tham gia 16p hoc ton
gido hang tuan

15,3

5.259.634

14

S6 tinh nguyén vién la
nguoi truong thanh

15,1

5.197.553

15

S6 lugng cac 16p giao
duc ton gido hoc 1
budi/thang hodc nhiéu
hon

6,9

2.362.524

16

So luong cdac chuwong
trinh hoat dong xd hoi
duwoc tai tro

4,7

1.621.002

17

S6 Iugng cac ban nhac
thuong xuyén, nhém
biéu dién am nhac

1,6

562.177

Nhirng hoat dong cua
gido doan

Ti 1€ cua tat
ca gido doan

Tong s0 cac gido
doan

18

Cac nhom biéu dien
am nhac, nha hat
(khong phdi dan nhac)

93,0

320.751

19

Tuyén  dung  tinh
nguyén vién cho nhiing
dw an bén ngoai

92,8

320.062

20

Nhitng co  hdi  tinh
nguyén quang cdo hoat
dong cau nguyén

92,8

320.062

21

Chic siac ton giao
tham gia gido duc dai
hoc

89,8

309.715

22

Gido doan co6 nguoi
hudng dan tham quan

81,0

279.364

23

Thanh vién giao doan
chao don trong cac

80,2

276.605
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hoat dong

24 | Gido doan hd trg du | 78,7 271.432
khach

25 | Gido doan dong hanh | 74,5 256.946

cung 4 chwong trinh xd
hoi quan trong nhat

26 | Nhom gido doan gap | 74,3 256.256
gd hang thang cho
nhitng hoat ddng ton
gido, xa hoi, giai tri

27 | Nhitng nhém lam v¢ | 71,2 245.256
sinh, bdo dudng tda nha

28 | Dich vu lién két cau | 68,2 235.218
nguyén voi cdc gidao
doan khac

29 | Chirc sac moi twr cac | 66,0 227.630
giao doan khac

30 | Cac thanh vién phuc | 64,5 222.457
vu trong cac uy ban,
hoi nghi

31 | Dich vu cau nguyén c6 | 63,4 218.663

san xuat do choi

Nguon: the Association of Religion Data Archiveva the
Religious Congregations and Membership Study (RCMS), 2012.

Tom tit gid tri dong gop cua cac gido doan:

Nghién ctru cia Cnaan?2(2015) bao céo vé gia tri kinh té udc
tinh cho cong dong ciia 90 gido doan & ba thanh phd: Philadelphia
(40), Chicago (30) va Forth Worth (20). Nhom ctua 6ng da phong
van cac chire sdc ton giao (hodc 1anh dao) va cac giam ddc chuong
trinh dé tap hop dit liu vé sdu cach thirc ma cac gido doan cung
cép gia tri cho céac cong déng noi ma ho dat co sd. Thir nhdt, gia tri
ctia nhitng anh hudng c4 nhén tich cuc duge cung cap boi nhimg
nguoi 1anh dao gido doan cho nhiing ca nhan, cdp doi va cac gia
dinh. Nhitng anh hudng ndy bao gdm cac hoat dong cai thién sirc
khde va tai san, giam bot chi phi ti€u cuc, gia tang 1oi ich cho cong
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ddng dia phwong bao gdm viéc 1am, dau tu cho gia dinh va con cai.
Nhitng hoat dong nhu vay lién quan téi lam gidm sy lam dung ma
ty va do udng co con, ly hon, bao luc va cic van dé ca nhan khac.
Thit hai, chi phi truc tiép cta cac gido doan dong gop cho kinh té
cua cac dia phuong bao gém mua hang hoa va dich vy, tuyén dung
cu dan dia phuong va sir dung nguoi ban hang dia phuong. Thu ba,
“anh hudng thu hat” bao gdm gi tri cua to chic 1& cudi, 18 tang,
biéu dién nghé thuat va cac su kién khac nhu thuyét trinh cho du
khéach. Nhitng anh huong thu hit nay 1a nhitng hoat dong hiru hinh
nhu du khach tiéu tién & cic nha hang dia phuong va cac doanh
nghiép nho khac. Thur tu, gia tri cia cac truong hoc va trung tam
cham so6c giao duc. Thir nam, gia tri cua nhitng “khong gian mo”,
nhu nhitng khong gian ngoai troi cua céac gido doan thuong c6 khu
vuon va nhing co s& lam gia ting chit lugng cong ddng va hoat
dong vui choi, giai tri. Thit sdu, mang ludi an toan vo hinh bao gdm
nhitng tinh nguyén vién va hd trg dich vu lam gia taing mang ludi
dich vu xi hoi ctia thanh phd.

Theo d6, co cdu déng gop trung binh cua cac gido doan 1a: Anh
huong ca nhan 37,9%, giao duc 21,8%, chi ti€u truc tiép 20%, anh
huodng thu hat 16,7%; mang ludi an toan vo hinh 3,5% va khong
gian m¢& 0,1%.

Ap dung cach tinh trén day cho céc gido doan trén pham vi toan
nuéc My bat ddu tir khoan thu cua céc gido doan (83.778.191.193
USD, Bang 11) - twong duwong véi khoan chi truc tiép (gido doan
thuong chi ding ) lugng thu dugc), ) luong nay, theo Cnaan,
chiém khoang 20% tong gi tri cac hoat dong ctia gido doan, tir d6
c6 thé tinh duoc gia tri dong gop hoat dong cia cac gido doan trén
cac linh vuc nhu sau:

Béng 12. Gi4 tri ciia giso doan déng gop hing nim cho xi hoi My

Anh hudng cé nhan 158,8 ti USD 37,9%
Giao duc 91,3 ti USD 21,8%
Chi tiéu truc tiép 83,8 ti USD 20,0%
Anh hudng thu hat 70,0 ti USD 16,7%
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Mang ludi an toan vo hinh 14,7 ti USD 3,5%
Khong gian m¢ 0,4 ti USD 0,1%
Téng cong 418,9 ti USD 100%

Nguén: Brian J. Grim and Melissa E. Grim, “The Socio-
economic Contribution of Religion to American Society: An
Empirical Analysis”, Interdisciplinary Journal of Research on
Religion, Volume 12 Article 3 2016, p. 21. [PDF]

3.2. Doanh nghiép cé nguon géc ton gido
D6 1a nhitng cong ty c6 muyc dich t6n gido cu thé, nhu: san xut
thirc an cho nguoi Islam gido va Do Thai gido, dén nhimg cong ty
coi ton gido nhur 13 mot phan ciia vin hoa hay nén tang hop tac.
Nhitng cong ty ma dirc tin ton gido 1a mot phan cua triét 1y sang lap
va hoat dong. Theo d6, dong gop cua nhitng cong ty nay rat dang
ké.
Bing 13. Uéc tinh déng gép ciia nhirng cong ty dua trén
ton gido (ti USD, 2014)

Tén cong ty Doanh thu hing nim

Walmart, My 279.,4
Tyson Foods 37,6
Tom’s Maine 15,0
Whole Foods Market 14,2
Kosher Food Industry, My 12,5
Amway 11,8
Marriott, Bac My 8,3
Jet Blue 5.8
Chick-Fil-A 5,8
Alaska Airlines 5,4
Mary Kay 4,0
Forever 21 3,8
Hobby Lobby 3,7
ServiceMaster 2,5
Knights of Columlus 2,1
Herman Miller 2,1
Halal Food Industry, My 1,9
Timberland 1,7
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Interstate Batteries 1,5
Carl’s Jr 1,3
In-N-Out Burger 0,8
Curves 0,5
Anschutz Entertainment Group 0,3
eHarmony 0,3
Habitat for Humanity 0,3
Covenant Transportation 0,1
Trijicon 0,1
Téng cong 422,7

Nguon: Ngudn gde ton gido dugc xac dinh bdi mot trong nhiing
nguén sau: Deseret News, CNN, 2015; Theodore Roosevelt

Malloch (2015),Practical Wisdom
Across Spiritual Traditions, Greenleaf Publishing.

in Management: Business

Trén co s& d6, Brian J. Grim and Melissa E. Grim? phan tich vé
dong gop cua ton gido cho xa hgi My nhu sau:

Bang 14. Ué’g tinh déng gop kinh té - xi hdi hing nim ciia céac
t0 chirc ton gido cho xa h¢i My (ti USD)

tir thién

Linh vwe Doanh thu | % ciia Tong s6
Mang lw6i chim séc y té 161,0 13,9
Céc giao doan: 326,5 28,2
Chi phi tryc ticp 83,8 7,2
Téang cho céc t6 churc ton gido khac 1,0 -0,1
Anh hudng ca nhan 158,8 13,7
Anh hudng thu hit 70,0 6,0
Mang ludi an toan vo hinh 14,7 1,3
Khong gian mé 0,4 0,0
Giao duc: 138,1 11,9
Giao duc dai hoc 46,8 4,0
Truong hoc va trudng cham soc 91,3 7,9
hoc sinh
Hoat dong tir thién: 95,2 8,2
Khoan thu cua cac t6 chuc tur 45,3 3,9
thién
Anh hudng lan toa cua hoat dong 49,8 4,3
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Doanh nghiép: 438,4 37,8
Truyén thong ton gido 0,9 0,1
Nhiing bd phim dua trén chu de¢ 0,4 0,0
ton giao
Am thyc (Do Thai gido va Islam 14,4 1,2
giao)
Doanh nghi¢p c6 nén tang ton 4227 36,5
gido

Téng cong 1.159,2 100,0

Nguén: Brian J. Grim and Melissa E. Grim, “The Socio-
economic Contribution of Religion to American Society: An
Empirical Analysis”, Interdisciplinary Journal of Research on
Religion, Volume 12, Article 3, 2016, p. 25. [PDF]

Udc tinh dong gop cua ton gido cho xa hoi My trén day dya
trén co so dua vao ca gia tri dich vu ma céc t6 chire ton gido cung
cap va anh huong ddi v6i cac doanh nghiép. Theo do, dong gop
cta cac doanh nghiép dua trén ton gido 1a 16n nhat. Udc tinh nay
¢ muc trung binh, dya trén hai cach: dua ra udc doan gia tri thi
truong hang héa va dich vu cong bang dugce cung cép bdi cac to
chire ton gido, cong voi dong gop cua cac doanh nghiép co ngudn
gbc ton gido.

Két luin

Ton gido lién quan toi doi sdng ciia da sb dan s6 My va la mot
bd phan quan trong cua toan bo nén kinh té dat nuéc nay. Ton gido
thuc sy 13 nén tang tinh than cta nguoi My, dong thoi c6 dong gop
16n cho kinh té-x4 hoi, biéu hién trén cac linh vuc gido duc, y té, tir
thién nhan dao, kinh doanh va hoat dong cong déng. Vé kinh té,
wdc tinh trung binh déng gop hing nam cua tén gido cho xa hoi My
khoang 1.200 ti USD rd rang 1a lugng tién khong nho. Tat ca nhimg
nhan t6 d6 dd gép phan dua t6i nhitng thanh cong ndi bat cua ho
trong hau hét cac linh vuc, nhu: khoa hoc, cong nghé, gido duc dao
tao, kinh té, qudc phong va giit vimg vi tri nén kinh té sb 1 thé giéi
trong sudt thoi gian qua.
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S& di nudc My di phat huy duoc ngudn luc, dong gop dang ké
clia ton gido cho phat trién xa hoi, truéce hét, do dai bo phan ngudi
M7¥ 1a tin do ton gido, dong thoi ho nhén thirc & vé vai tro, chirc
nang cua tu do ton gido, sau do chu trong xay dung chinh sach ton
gido pht hop ngay tir thoi ky 1ap qudc. Noi dung cdt 16i cta chinh
sach d6 bao gdm nha nudc khong thiét 1ap ton gido va tén gido hoat
dong tu do, da tao ra hanh lang phép 1y rong rai cho cac td chuc ton
gido hoat dong, dam bao tu do, binh dang tén gido, tranh su tham
du ctia nha nudc vao hoat dong ton giao va nguoc lai (kinh nghi¢m
tir chdu Au), han ché tai trg clia nha nudc cho cac ton gido, nhung
lai phat huy cao d¢ tinh nang dong, tich cuc cua cac td chire, hiép
hdi, doanh nghiép ton gido dong gdp cho xa héi. D6 1a bai hoc kinh
nghiém c6 gia tri tham khao tét./.
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Abstract

PROMOTING RESOURCES, CONTRIBUTIONS
OF RELIGIONS TO THE UNITED STATES’ SOCIETY

Nguyen Khac Duc
Institute of Belief and Religion
Ho Chi Minh National Academy of Politics

The United States of America is a country with a high
percentage of religious followers in the entire population. Religions
play an important role in American society, in almost all social
fields, meet the spiritual and material needs of the Americans. It is
noteworthy that the Americans have paid great attention to building
a suitable religious policy since the making of the nation to ensure
the right of religious freedom as well as to mobilize the
contribution of religions to society. In terms of socio-economic
aspect, there is no country where religions’ contribution to society
is as great as America. It is estimated that religions’ contribution to
society is 378.3 billion USD. According to an average estimation,
the annual contribution of religions to the United States is about
1.200 billion USD. The aforementioned figures show that it is a
great resource, contribution to social development.

Keywords: Resources; religion; America.



