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SINH HOAT TON GIAO VA TIN NGUGNG TRUYEN THONG
GAN VOI GHE NGO CUA NGUOI KHMER O SOC TRANG

Tém tiit: Doi Song ton gido, tin nguéng cia nguoi Khmer ¢ Viét
Nam dwot biét dén chi yéu qua nhiing thic hanh Phdt gido
Nam tong (Theravada). Trén thuc té, céng dong Khmer ¢ Nam
B6 ¢6 mét doi song tén gido, tin nguwéng vo cung phong pha, thé
hién sir két hop hai hoa gizza truyén théng Phdt gido Nam tong,
An D6 gido ¢o dait va tin ngong dan gian. Sw két hop do da
gop phan tao nén dic trung Cia vin héa Khmer ¢ Viét Nam ma
trong d6 ghe ngo la mgt trong nhizng thanh té tiéu biéu. Hé gop
phan tim hiéu su phong phii va da dang trong doi séng ton giéo,
tin nguéng Cia ngwoi Khmer, bai viét nay sé cung cdp mét sé tuw
liéu mai vé sinh hogt ton gido, tin ngwong gan véi chiéc ghe ngo
cua nguwoi Khmer ¢ Soc Trang va tap trung phan tich, lam ro
hon nhing yéu to cdu thanh nén truyén théng véin héa ton gido
ddc sdc nay.

Tir khéa: TON gido; tin nguwdng truyén thong; ghe ngo; Khmer;
Soc Trang.

Mé dau

Cho dén nay, ngudn sir liéu dugc biét dén sém nhat vé lich st vin
hoa va tén gido, tin ngudng cua cong dong Khmer nam rai ric trong
cac bi ky tiéng Phan va ghi chép cua cac vién phai b st than Trung
Hoa. Vi su xuét hién cua cac hoc gia phuong Tay, dic biét 1a voi cac
nghién ctru khao cd, lich st vin hoa Khmer d3 dan dugc hé théng hoa
VA tré nén 1o nét hon. Mic du con tdn tai nhiéu tranh luén, nhung cé
thé noi, nghién ciru cua cac hoc gia nudc ngoai 1a nhimg déng gop rat

* Vién Nghién ctru Ton gido, Vién Han 1am Khoa hoc xa hdi Viét Nam.
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quan trong vé mat tu liéu cling nhu cach nhin nhan doi séng van hoa,
t6n gido, tin ngudng Khmer trong su lién két da phuong va c6 su anh
huong 1an nhau trong mdi quan hé véi cac nén vian hoa & Pong Nam
A. O Viét Nam, cac nghién ctu v& vin hoa va sinh hoat ton giao, tin
ngudng cua cong dong Khmer bit ddu dwgc quan tim vao khoang
thap ky 60-70 ciia thé ky XX. Trudc hét phai ké dén nhiing nghién
clru cua tac gia Lé Huong I3 nhitng tu liéu gia tri vé doi sdng cua
ngudi Khmer tir nhitng giai doan dau cong dong nay dén dinh cu &
khu vuc Nam Bo. Tiép dén 1a tap hop cac truyén thuyét, truyén cd
Khmer do Huynh Ngoc Trang, Tién Vian Triéu, Hoang Tdc... suu
tam; hay céc cong trinh khao ta cac 1& hoi, phong tuc, tip quan cia cac
tac gia Son Phudc Hoan, SO-ry-a. Nghién ctru vé doi sdng vin hoa,
t6n gido, tin ngudng ciia ngudi Khmer nd rd vao dau thé ky XXI voi
dong gop cua cac nha nghién ctru ¢6 nhimg goc nhin cu thé hon nhimg
nghién ctru di trude, nhu: Phan An, Tran Van Bon, Tran Thanh Pon,
Phan Anh T, Nguyén Thi Tam Anh, NgUyén Hitu Hiéu, Phan Thj
Yén Tuyét, Lé Cong Ly, Nguyén Thanh Trung va Ha Thi Thuy
Duong... Bén canh d6 ciing c6 dang cong trinh kiém ké di san vin
hoa rat day dan, cong phu nhu Vin héa phi vit thé cac dan téc tinh
Séc Trang do Lam Nhan va Tran Van Ut dong chi bién. Nhin chung,
mic du cac nghién ctu vé doi séng van hoa va ton gido, tin ngudng
ctia ngudi Khmer kha phong pht nhung nhimng nghién ctru vé ghe ngo
(mot thanh t6 van héa Khmer dic sic), tham chi chi 1a mot vai thong
tin nhéc toi ghe ngo, thi lai rat hiém hoi. Cho dén nay, méi chi ¢é tap
ky yéu hoi thao khoa hoc Bdo ton va phdt huy Lé héi Ooc Om Boc —
Pua ghe ngo Séc Trang, do Vién Vin hoa Nghé thuat qubc gia Viét
Nam phéi hop véi Uy ban Nhan dan tinh Séc Trang t6 chirc, 12 mot
tap hop dang chii y gdm cac bai viét nghién ciru vé 1& hoi Ook Om
Bok va dua ghe ngo. Bén canh phan 16n cac bai viét tip trung vao 18
hoi Ook Om Bok, da c6 mot vai bai dé cap t6i mot sb khia canh vin
hoa cua sinh hoat dua ghe ngo.

C6 thé ndi, nghién cau vé van hoa va doi séng ton gido, tin ngudng
ctia cong dong Khmer 1a linh vuc dugc nhiéu nha khoa hoc trong nuéc
va trén thé giéi quan tdm bai cac dic trung vin hoa, tén gido, tin
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ngudng dac sic hinh thanh qua quéa trinh dich chuyén, dinh hinh méi
truong tu nhién va van héa. Tuy nhién, nghién cau vé ghe ngo va céc
sinh hoat t6n gido, tin ngudng gan vaéi ghe ngo thi van con la khoang
trng chwa thuc sy duoc quan tdm. Qua khao ctiru ngudn tai liéu thir
cap va khao sat thuc dia, tAc gia bai viét ndy nhan thiy, ddi véi cong
ddng Khmer, ghe ngo 12 mét thanh t6 vin hoa c6 vai trd dic biét quan
trong va rat can cd su du tu nghién ctu sau. Vi vay, bai viét nay s&
tap trung 1am rd vi tri quan trong cua chiéc ghe ngo trong doi séng ton
gi4o, tin ngudng cia cong dong, voi vai trd 13 mot biéu twong linh
thiéng bao v¢ sy binh yén, Am no va hanh phuc, 1a hién than cua su
gin két cong ddng va stcc manh phum, séc. Bén canh d6, bai viét ciing
s& tién hanh phan tich, so sanh mot sb yéu té Phat gido, An Do gido cd
dai va tin ngudng dan gian dan xen, két ndi trong sinh hoat ton giéo,
tin ngudng gin véi ghe ngo, tao nén mot truyén thong van hoa — ton
gido vo cung dic sic.

1. Khéai quat vé doi séng ton gido, tin ngwdong cia cong dong
Khmer & Séc Trang

O Viét Nam, ngudi Khmer nam trong sé nam toc ngudi c6 dan sb
déng nhat, sau nguoi Kinh (Viét). Pia ban cu tr tap trung caa cong
ddéng Khmer 13 viing dong bang séng Cau Long thuoc Nam B, c6 mit
& hau khip céc tinh, nhu: Séc Trang, Tra Vinh, An Giang, Kién Giang,
Hau Giang, Bac Liéu... Theo két qua Tong diéu tra dan s va nha &
nam 2019 , toan quéc c6 1.319.652 ngudi Khmer, trong do, tinh S6c
Trang 14 dia phuong c6 s6 ngudi Khmer sinh séng tap trung dong nhét
(362.029 nguoi) [Tong cuc Thong ké, 2020: 10-43]. Nguoi Khmer &
Soc Trang c6 doi séng van hoa da dang, phong pht va mang dam ban
sic vin hoa toc nguoi. Trong vin héa clia nguoi Khmer ¢ Soc Tring,
ton gido, tin ngudng doéng vai tro vO cung quan trong, c6 tac dong toi
moi mit ciia doi séng xa hoi. Doi sdng t6n gido, tin ngudng ciia cong
déng Khmer 1a mét phtic hop ctia Phat gidao Nam tong (Theravada
Buddhism), di san An Do gido cb dai va tin ngudng dan gian.

Tin nguong ddn gian

Vén 1a cu dan noéng nghiép, doi sdng clia cong dong Khmer ¢ Soc
Trang gan bo mat thiét voi thién nhién. Trong tdm thirc dan gian, ciing
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nhu ¢ nhidu cong dong cu dan ndng nghiép khac ¢ Viét Nam, nguoi
Khmer c6 quan ni€ém sung bai cac thé luc siéu nhién, ho tin réng cac
thé lyc niy c6 stc manh thiéng liéng, c6 thé ban phudc lanh hoic
giang hoa cho con nguoi. Tin ngudng dan gian ciia ngudi Khmer duoc
hinh thanh chu yéu dua trén dic tin va mdi quan hé giira con ngudi
v6i moi truong sinh séng, lao dong san xuét, do do c6 vai trd quan
trong trong sy hinh thanh t chirc xd hoi truyén thdng va chu ky van
dong cua vong doi ngudi va chu ky mua vu. Trong doi song x3 hoi va
ton giao, tin ngudong cua ngudi Khmer & Soc Trang, cac vi achar la
nhirg ngudi cd uy tin cao nhét trong phum, séc vé tri thic va dao
dwrc?, ¢ vai tro quan trong, chu dao trong viéc hudng dan thuc hanh,
gilt gin cac gia tri van hoa truyén théng, chim lo cong viéc ndi bd cua
phum, séc va quan hé véi bén ngoai, dac biét 1a cham lo cac hoat dong
tin ngudng, t6n gido nhu t6 chirc cac nghi 18, 18 hoi, cac cong viéc lién
quan dén chu ky doi ngudi nhu cudi hoi, tang ma,... [Nguyén Khic
Canh, 2013: 5-14].

Céc 18 hoi cua cong dong Khmer 1a mot tong thé dung hop, bicu
hién sy giao thoa, hoa tron gilra cac 18 hoi dan gian va 18 hoi tén gido.
Trong d6, cac 1& hoi lién quan dén 18 tiét trong nam va chu ky nong
nghiép van nam trong s6 nhiing 18 hdi quan trong nhat trong nim, nhu
Tét Chol Chnam Thmay (L& hdi ming nim méi, dién ra vao dau
thang Chét, tuong ung vadi khoang gitta thang tu duong lich; day la
khoang thoi gian cubi mua kho, ddu mua mua, khéi dau cia mot mua
gieo hat), 18 hoi Ook Om Bok (18 hoi cung trang va an cdm dep; dién
ra trong thang Kadar, vao dip ram thang muoi am lich; day 1a giai
doan sép thu hoach lua, cudi mua mua). Cling nhu trong van héa cia
nhiéu toc ngudi ¢ Viét Nam, san xuat nong nghiép va quy trinh trong
Ita tir 1au d4 1a yéu t6 chi phdi nhidu khia canh trong doi song, tir tu
duy, phuong thirc lao dong cho dén phong tuc va tin ngudng, ton giao.
Dé thic diy mbi quan hé twong tac giita con nguoi va thién nhién, cac
18 hoi nong nghiép dugc coi 13 mot giao tiép mang tinh biéu tuong
quan trong truyén tai thong diép ciia con ngudi t6i thé gidi siéu nhién
va nguoc lai, voi khat khao mong mudn mot vu mia mau md va cude
séng hanh phuc, thinh vugng.
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Di san An Bé giao c6 dai

Trude khi tiép nhan Phét gido Nam tong, ngudi Khmer & Soc
Trang chiu anh hudng cta cac tu si Ba la mon gido dén tir An Do. Ké
tir thé ky XVIL Phat gido Nam tong phat trién nhanh chong va tré
thanh ton gido chu dao, c6 tam anh hudng manh mé trong doi sdng ton
gido, tin ngudng cua ngudi Khmer. Tuy nhién, cac quan niém ctia An
Do gido ¢ dai va cac vi than khong mét di, ma dan dan chuyén hoa,
hoa quyén vdi tin ngudng dan gian, ton tai trong doi séng cua ngudi
Khmer cho t&i ngay nay. Cac achar ciling chinh la nhitng ngudi dam
nhan viéc chu tri céc nghi 18 thy cing cac vi thin mang dic trung An
Do giao.

Trong doi séng ton gido, tin ngudng ciia ngudi Khmer, c6 thé quan
sat sy hién dién ctia An Do gido cd dai mot cach rd nét ¢ hinh tuong
céc vi than trong diéu khic chua, thap va trong cac diéu muaa dan gian.
Do 1a than Prum (thén bdn mit, mot hién than cta than Bharma), Krud
(mot hién than cua than Garuda, phuong tién di chuyén cliia than
Vishnu), Naga (con véat linh gén v6i than Shiva, con duoc coi 1a vi
than Mua, chuyén bao vé ngudn nudc va tugng trung cho sy phon
thuc trong van héa Khmer), va nhiéu hinh tuwong khac, nhu: Yeak
(chan), Keno (tién nir), Reahu (Ra-hu, La hau),... Str thi Ramayana,
mét trong hai bo sir thi quan trong caa An Do gido (duge cho 1a ra doi
tir khoang thé ky I11-IV trude Cong nguyén), di sém duoc phé bién &
DPong Nam A va in dau trong vin héa ton gido caa mot sé toc ngudi &
Viét Nam, nhu: Chiam, Khmer. Ngudi Khmer di bién d6i bo sir thi
nay trg thanh tac pham Riém-ké ma ngay nay con dugc thé hién kha
phd bién & cac tac pham tranh tudng hay diéu khic trong céc ngdi
chuia Khmer. Bic biét, cac yéu td ké thira cia An Do gido co dai cling
dugc thé hién trong nghé thuat tao hinh va céc sinh hoat nghi 18 gan
Vi ghe ngo va tuc dua ghe ngo ma bai viét s& phan tich chi tiét hon ¢
nhitng noi dung tiép theo.

Phat giao Nam tong Khmer

Tir khoang thé ky X111, Phat giao anh huong manh mé téi doi séng
cong dong Khmer va dan dan nam giir vai trd 1a tén gido cha luu.
Ngbi chua tr¢ thanh trung tdm sinh hoat ton giao, tin ngudng cua mot
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hay vai soc. Hau hét, cac soc ciia nguoi Khmer déu c6 it nhat mot ngoi
chua, dugc xay dung ¢ vi tri trung tdm, vira rong réi vira cao rao véi
dang vé sting sitrng, nguy nga va trang Ié. Ngbi chua dugc coi 1a bd
mit ciia phum, séc nén dugc xay dung rat dep, trang tri cong phu, mot
cong trinh c6 gia tri dac sdc vé ngh¢ thuat kién tric va diéu khic. Bén
canh vai trd caa cac vi su tu hanh, nhitng ngudi duoc ngudi dan dén
nghe giang kinh Phat, xin nhitng loi khuyén khi bat dau thuc hién mot
cdng viéc méi hoic giai quyét cac van dé xay ra trong doi séng hang
ngay. Phat gido Nam tong gin bo trong sudt cude doi ngudi Khmer, tir
cac sy kién quan trong khi sinh ra, 16n 1én, vé gia, va cho tdi khi chét
ho lai quay tré vé v6i ngdi chua.

Ngdi chlia con 1a noi bao ton nhimg nét van hoéa truyén thong cia
cong dong Khmer. Nhirng 18 hoi 16n trong ndm ciia ngudi Khmer nhu
I& mimg nim mé&i Chol Chnam Thmay, 1& clng 6ng ba to tién (Dolta)
va nhitng nghi 18 Phat gido déu duoc td chic tai chia. Trong chua con
c6 truong hoc day chit Khmer cho cac vi su sai va con em nguoi dan
Khmer trong séc dé doc kinh Phat. Nhiéu ngdi chiia Khmer con ¢6 thu
vién, luu gitr nhiéu sach kinh Phat va céc tai liéu vé& van hoa truyén
thng cua nguoi Khmer. Nhiing vi khach quy caa phum, séc s& duoc
don tiép, chao ming ngay ¢ chua Khmer. Nhirng cudc hoi hop vé
cdng viéc chung caa cac thanh vién trong séc ciing thudng duoc to
chuc tai ngdi chiia. C6 thé noi, chiia Khmer vira 1a trung tam ton gido,
vira la trung tdm van hoa, gido duc va xa hoi cua phum, soc. Nguoi
Khmer di bo nhiéu cdng stc, vat chat dé xay dung ngdi chia cua
phum, séc khang trang va ho tu hao vé ngdi chua caa minh.

2. Ghe ngo trong tdm thirc ton gido, tin nguwdng cua nguoi
Khmer

Do dia hinh ddng bang séng Ciru Long c6 hé théng song ngoi
ching chit véi lwong nudc khong 16 duge song Mekong cung cip,
cong déng Khmer ciing nhu cac toc nguoi sinh séng ¢ khu vuc nay da
trdi qua qué trinh thich nghi véi moéi truong thién nhién, dac biét 1a
moi truong nude. Nguoi Khmer st dung lich riéng ctia minh can ctr
vao chu ky chuyén dong ctia Mit tring. Theo thé gidi quan ciia ngudi
Khmer, Mat troi biéu trung cho Itra va sy kho han, con Mat trang biéu
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trung cho nudc va sy am wdt. Twong ing véi hai biéu twong Mit tring
va Mat troi, trong van héa Khmer con c6 quan niém chim krud
(garuda) gin lién voi yéu t6 kho han, dbi 1ap véi ran neak (naga) gin
lién v6i nude va yéu té am uwét. Trong doi sdng ton gido, tin ngudng,
ba con Khmer ton vinh mot s6 su vat, hién tuong thién nhién trd thanh
cac vi than, trong d6 c6 thin Nudc (Preas Cong kia), dem lai hanh
phuc cho con nguoi. Khi bi han han, ba con Khmer thudng t6 chuc 18
cau mua. Va khi két thac vu mua boi thu, ba con khong quén 1am 13 ta
on. Do thoi gian cua 18 ta on vao cudi mua mua, nén 18 nay con duoc
goi 14 18 dua nude (LOi Preas tip). L& dua nude bao gdm mot loat nghi
thirc: 18 cling trang (Thvai Preas khe), nghi thirc dat com dep (Ook Om
Bok) va boi ghe ngo. Trong s cac 18 hoi cia mot ndm, hai 18 hoi danh
dau cac giai doan quan trong nhat gin voi mot vu mua ndng nghiép,
d6 1a 1& hoi Chol Chnam Thmay va Ook Om Bok. Pua ghe ngo 1a mot
nghi thirc dac biét trong 18 hoi Ook Om Bok va 14 hoat dong tuong tac
v6i nude tidu biéu nhat cua cong dong Khmer & Nam Bo ndi chung va
¢ Soc Trang noi riéng.

Ghe ngo trong tiéng Khmer dugc goi 1a tuk ngo. Khoi thay ghe ngo
vén 1a chiéc thuyén doc moc, duoc 1am tir mot than cay 16n, dan dan,
do sy bién doi cua cac diéu kién tu nhién va xa hoi, ghe ngo ngay nay
da sb déu duoc tao hinh tir cic manh ghép van mong. Hinh dang chiéc
ghe ngo thon dai twa nhu con ran, thoai thoai vé hai phia, dau uén
cong va thap hon sau l4i mot chat. Hai bén be tram tré hoic vé vay
rong, ran theo cac mau trang tri Naga. Hai bén dau ghe vé& hinh con
thi nhu su tir, cop, chim cong,... vira tugng trung cho vé dep, dong
thoi biéu thi sicc manh cua chiéc ghe. Pac biét, dau ghe ludn c6 gan
mot doi mat noi, hinh dang nhu mat ran than Naga. Trong khi tit ca
cac loai ghe, xudng thong thudng déu duoc st dung dé phuc vu hoat
dong kinh té va sinh hoat hang ngay, thi chiéc ghe ngo cua nguoi
Khmer lai chi duoc st dung mét lan trong nam, vao dip 18 hoi Ook
Om Bok. Ghe ngo chi dugc sir dung trong 18 hoi dua ghe ngo va gan
v6i mot quy trinh nghi I long trong do nha chuia va nguoi dan cling to
chuc. Sau 18 hoi dua, ghe ngo dugc dua 1én bo va bao quan can than
trong rong tuk (nha, trai ghe), c6 mai che mua, niang. Pay la @ng xir
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hoan toan khéc biét cia ngudi Khmer ddi voi ghe ngo khi so sanh véi
céac loai ghe thuyén thong thuong.

Trong vdn hda cua ngudi Khmer Nam B9, ghe ngo la mot san
phim vin héa mang tinh cong dong cao, thuong gin voi mot ngdi
chua la trung tam sinh hoat van hoa ton gido, tin ngudng cia mot hay
nhiéu phum séc. Vi cong ddng Khmer, chiéc ghe ngo chiém vi tri vo
cung quan trong trong doi sdng tinh than, duoc xem 13 biéu twong linh
thiéng bao vé sy binh yén, 13 hién than cua su gin két cong dong va
sttc manh phum soc. Ngudi Khmer da van dung nhiéu tri thire phong
pht dé tao nén ghe ngo, trong do, yéu tb tén gido, tin ngudng chinh la
phan cbt 16i khién ghe ngo tré thanh mot biéu trung vin hoa dic sic
ctia cong dong.

2.1. Cac truyén thuyét lién quan téi ghe ngo

Su hinh thanh chiéc ghe ngo, tuc dua ghe ngo va ngudn gbc 1& hoi
Ook Om Bok dugc cong dong ngudi Khmer & Soc Tring ké lai theo
nhiéu truyén thuyét. Khi béc tach nhitng 16p truyén thuyét, tim hiéu
sau vao nhimg yéu t6 vin hoa hét sic da dang dan xen trong hinh
tugng chiéc ghe ngo, co thé tim thdy nhitng théng tin v clng thi vi,
mang du 4n ctia qua trinh dich chuyén va giao thoa van hoa ma ngudi
Khmer di trai qua. Trong d6 ndi bat 1a ddu 4n ctia Phat gido, van hoa
Angkor va tin ngudng nong nghiép.

Theo truyén thuyét Phat gido, sy hinh thanh 1 hoi Ook Om Bok lién
quan dén sy tich vé tién kiép ciia Pirc Phat. Pay ciing 14 cach giai thich
phé bién nhat, thim chi mot s6 ngudi coi day 1a cach 1y giai duy nhat vé
ngudn gdc chiéc ghe ngo va 1& hoi Ook Om Bok. Theo do, trong cac
tién kiép ctia Dirc Phat Thich Ca, c6 mot kiép Ngai hoa thanh mot Bach
thd (tho tréng), séng doc song Hé“mg. Bach thé két ban véi rai ca, khi va
ché rimg. Vao mot ngay tring tron, ngay tir som, trong khi ba ban déu
tim duoc moi thi Bach thd khong di tim moi ma chi ngéi thién trudce
ctra hang, nguyén nhin d6i dé giit than trong sach. Khi d6, Ngoc hoang
hoa than thanh ké dn xin xudng tran gian dé thir 1ong cac loai vat. Ong
dugc réi ca, chd rimg va khi moi an nhimg thir ching da sin bat duoc,
nhung 6ng déu tir chdi va noi: “Toi s& ding sau khi tim rira sach s&”.
Cudi cing, 6ng tim dén Bach thd. Bach thd thua ring: “Nguoi hay di
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nhat cdy kho vé dy, nhom thanh déng lira, t6i s& dang 1én ngudi mot
moén an!” Ngoc hoang gom ciy kho chit thanh dng, roi cham lira ddt.
Khi ngon Itra chdy 16n, Bach thd lién nhay vao ty nuéng minh dé 1am
thirc an cho 6ng ldo. Ky la thay, mot ngon gi6 bdng thdi tat lira. Cing
luc, Ngoc hoang hién ra va cit 161 khen ngoi nghia cr cua cac con vat.
Riéng voi Bach thd, Ngai noi: “Long hy sinh cao ca cia nguoi can phai
dé cho ngudi doi noi gwong”. Néi rdi Ngoc hoang dua tay v& hinh Bach
thd 1én Mt trang. Tu sy tich nay, dé to long ton kinh dbi v6i Duc Phat,
ngudi Khmer Nam B c¢6 truyén thong t6 chirc 18 hoi cung tring®.
Hang ngay, cic vi su phai roi chua di khat thuc rat xa va phai tré vé
trude gio ngo (12 gio trua). Puong di qua rimg ram, gap ghénh nén
cac vi rat kho khin dé tro vé kip gio. Mot hom, vao dip cling tring,
troi lai ndi mua to, gié 16n gan gid ngo, ba con lién tim cach ha ciy
dong ghe gitp céc vi su trd vé chuia that nhanh. Pao Phat luon khuyén
khich Phat tir lam viéc thién, gitip d& moi ngudi. Pac biét, ai giup do
nha su s& thu dugc nhiéu phude hanh. Do d6, ai ciing muén dong ghe
va boi that nhanh dé dwa cac su vé chua. Dan dan, trong cac phum séc
hinh thanh tuc d6ng va dua ghe®.

Theo mdt truyén thuyét khiac mang ddu an vin héa Angkor, ngay
xua ¢6 Neang Chanh (Nang Chanh) 12 nguoi tai sac ven toan nén dugc
nha vua rat yéu quy, tuyén lam ti nir. Mot sd quan va ti nit khac trong
triéu dem 10ng ganh ghét ma vu cho nang tdi khi quan, ty ¥ ném mén
an truéc vua. Biét khong thé minh oan, Neang Chanh voi v xudng
thuyén xudi theo song Ba Sic (Tonlé Bassac), khi qua Séc Tring la
doan ha ngudn song Hau dé chay trén. Nha vua cho quan linh truy
dudi, két cuc 12 Neang Chanh phai nhay xudng song tu van mot cach
thuong tam. TUr truyén thuyét d6, dé tuong nhd Neang Chanh tai hoa,
bac ménh, hang nim cu dan Khmer quanh ving to chitc dua ghe ngo
dé tai hién canh Neang Chanh chay tron khoi hoang cung®. Mot s6
nghién ctru lai cho rang dua ghe ngo 13 hinh thuc tai hién cudc thuy
chién gitra hai quan hoang gia Campuchia v6i quan Chiém Thanh & hd
Tonle Sap, dudi triéu dai cua Jayavarman VII. Nho tai binh lugc va
diéu khién thuyén, quan Khmer da gianh chién thang [Charles
Higham, 2001: 75]. Hinh anh vé cudc chién ndy dugc miéu ta bang
btrc phu diéu trén tuong da dén Bayon, thudc quan thé Angkor Thom.
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Tuy nhién, nhiéu ngudi Khmer cao tudi va nhitng nghién ctru gan
day cho biét, hinh thirc dua thuyén 13 mot nghi thic trong tin ngudng
néng nghiép, c6 thé xut hién tir thoi cd dai. Quan niém nay ciing phu
hop véi cach 1y giai cua tic gia VS Thi Hoang Lan khi cho rang hoi
dua thuyén 13 tro dién gén véi tuc cau nude hodc ta nude. Béng viéc
khudy dong nudc (chéo thuyén), con ngudi da chuyén thong diép toi
than nudc, mong ngai quan tdm diéu hoa lugng nudc vira di (khong
thtra, khong thiéu) dé vu mua nong nghi¢p dugc thuan loi [VO Thi
Hoang Lan, 2009: 47-52]. Nha nghién ctru Huynh Ngoc Trang cling
cho ring tuc dua ghe ngo c6 ngudn gde tir 18 thirc dwa nude tir song ra
bién, mang ¥ nghia téng tién nude 16n dé chuyén sang giai doan ning
rdo, danh dau sy két thiic mot giai doan cua chu ky san Xuét nong
nghiép [Huynh Ngoc Trang, 2014]. Theo d6, dua ghe ngo 1a hinh thirc
tai hién nghi thirc ruéc nudc trong 18 hoi ndng nghiép, nham thé hién
su t6n vinh than nudc, bay to su tri an troi d4t da ban cho nguoi dan
mot vu mua sung tlc, déng thoi ta 161 voi cac vi than vé viée con
ngudi vi muu sinh ma da 1am vy ban ngudn nuéc thiéng liéng.

Mic du cac yéu t6 van hoa Phat gido kha ndi troi, nhung cac yéu tb
cua mot nghi 18 ndng nghi¢p van duge thé hién rd nét trong 18 hoi Ook
Om Bok. Nhin tir goc do vin hoa nong nghiép, nghi 1& cing tring va
ta on cac vi than 13 biéu hién cta niém tin, sy biét on va kinh trong
cia nguoi Khmer d6i véi cac dang thiéng liéng da hd tro ho c¢6 mot
doi sdng 4am no, hanh phuc. Chiéc ghe ngo khi thyc hién chiic ning
ruéc nude ra khoi trong nghi thirc tong tién than nudc cé thé so sanh
nhu chiéc kiéu rudc nude cua ngudi Kinh (Viét). Ciing nhu chiée
kiéu, ghe ngo khong duogc st dung nhu mot phuong tién chuyén cho
phuc vu sinh hoat hﬁng ngay, ma chi dugc st dung mot lan duy nhét
trong ndm, v&i st ménh thiéng liéng 1a phuc vu than linh. C6 thé ndi,
cac truyén thuyét vé 18 hoi dua ghe ngo rat da dang, thé hién quan
niém ciia cac nén van hoa khac nhau. Tuy nhién, thong qua truyén
thuyét, co thé khang dinh ghe ngo c6 mét vai tro dic biét quan trong
trong doi sdng van hoa ctia nguoi Khmer. Ghe ngo khong phai 1a mot
phuong tién van chuyén thong thuong, ma sy hinh thanh va ton tai cia
no duoc gén v6i1 nhiing sy kién va nhan vat dac biét, c6 st ménh dac
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biét nhu phuc vu Phat sy, nhan vat hoang gia, hay phuc vu than linh
trong nghi 18 truyén thong.

2.2. Céc vj than bdo trg ghe ngo

Vi than hay linh vt biéu twong ciia ghe ngo

Khi xdy chua, ngudi Khmer chon mét vi than hodc mot linh vat
1am biéu twong cua chua, va khi dong ghe ngo, day ciing chinh 1a biéu
tuong cia chiéc ghe. Biéu tugng cia ghe ngo va biéu tuong ciia ngdi
chia dugc dong nhit véi nhau. Viée lua chon biéu twong cia ngdi
chiia va ghe ngo lién quan dén dia danh, hay quan niém truyén thng
cta timg chua. Thong thudng, vi than nay c6 tmg than 1a mot con vat
c6 stic manh, c6 kha ning boi, bay hodc chay rat nhanh... Khi quan
sat nhitng chiéc ghe tham gia hoi dua & Soc Trang, ching toi tan mat
thay sy da dang va phong pht cia cac vi than ghe gan voi mdi chiée
ghe. Vi duy, than ghe cua chua Bén Mit 1a biéu tuong con chim, chua
Champa chon biéu tuong con cop, chiia Pay Ta Suds 1a than ho van,
chiia Long Phii 1a than séu tay, chiia Ky Son 14 14 ¢ ¢6 mau d6 va
vang, chua Pong Ttk 1a chum bong lta, chiia Som Rong 1a than su ti,
chtia Bung Trép 14 than ran den, chiia Bang Sa la than Naga xanh.
Mot sé chua ¢ biéu tuong giéng nhau, nhu chiia P& Thi Thlang va
chua Lo M&i cung c6 biéu twong 1 thin ngya tring; chia Béng
Phniét, Liéu TG, Tran Dé 14 biéu tugng vi than nhay mua trén lung
mot con tha bdn chan; chia Ompouyear va chiia Tumpoksok ¢ biéu
tugng 14 vi than minh khi, dudi c4; v.v... Ngudi Khmer tin rang, trong
qué trinh thi d4u, ghe ngo s& c6 kha ning lao di véi tdc d6 nhanh va
manh nhu con vat dugc chon 1am biéu tuong.

Neak Ta

Neak Ta 1a mot vi than duoc thd cing phd bién trong cong dong
ngudi Khmer ¢ Soc Trang. Ong duoc coi 1a vi than cai quan dét va
nudc, bdo trg cho mua mang dugc thudn hoa, tuoi tdt, dam bao cho
nguoi dan dugc no am, hanh phuac. Vai tro cua Neak Ta vé mit nao do
cling giéng nhu thanh hoang trong tin ngudng ciia nguodi Kinh. Tai
nhiéu dia phuong & cac tinh Kién Giang, Tra Vinh va mot sd noi &
tinh Séc Tring, ngudi Khmer lam 1& dang cung va thinh moi Neak Ta
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trong nghi 1& Ha thuy ghe ngo. Pay co thé coi 1a sy twong dong trong
nghi 1& cAu mua & cac cong dong dua vao vin héa nong nghiép. Trong
vin héa Khmer, d6i khi Neak Ta dwoc dong hoéa véi Shiva [Nguyén
Thanh Loi, 2018: 96]. L& vat chinh dang cang Neak Ta gdém co sla
chom (mét khiic than chubi, trén d6 dat bon 14 triu, mot qua cau gbi 1a
trau, dén céy va ba cay nhang), mot dau heo ludc, mot nai chudi, mot
qua dira, ruou va mudi. Ngoadi ra, ngudi ta co thé thém ga, vit, banh
trai tiy theo timg chua. Sau nghi 18 ha thuy, vi chu 1& s& ric cém va rét
ruou xubng kénh dé moi cac vi than vé thudng thirc.
Neang Khmau

Véi da sb cong déng Khmer ¢ Soc Trang, vi than duoc thinh moi
trong 1& ha thily (nghi 1& quan trong nhat trong chudi nghi 18 gan véi
ghe ngo) 14 nir than Neang Khmau. Cac achar ngudi Khmer ¢ Soc
Trang cho biét, day 1a vi nit than bao trg cho sy binh yén va sung tdc
ctia toan khong gian xém 4p va dong rudng, mua mang va cudc song
sinh hoat ctia nguoi dan. Céc 18 vat dang ciing Neang Khmau gom c6:
Sla chom (mét doan cua than chudi, trén d6 dit bon 14 trdu, mot tréi
cau gbi trong 14 trau, dén cay va ba cay nhang), mot dau heo (thu lgn)
ludc chin, mot nai chudi, mot trai dira, ruou, mudi; ngoai ra co thé
thém ga, vit, banh trai tuy theo chua.

Ngudi Khmer ¢ Séc Tring tin rang Neang Khmau 13 vi nit than
trong coi viéc mua niang, bao trg cho mua mang tot twoi va mang lai
may man cho cong déng noéi chung, va cho ghe ngo nai riéng. Trong
ngon ngit Khmer, Neang nghia 1a “nang”, Khmau 1a “den”. Mot sd
nghién ctru dé cép t6i Neang Khmau nhu mot tai ing than cua nit than
Kali, nit than quyén lyc bac nhat trong vin hoéa An Do. Trong Hindu
gi4o, Kali 1a nit than vo cing da dang vé dién mao ciing nhu y nghia
biéu trung. Nit than nay thuong duoc mo ta v6i hinh anh di ton, nudc
da den thim, mai toc rdi va chiéc ludi do the dai. O mdi dia phuong
hodc mdi nhanh tén gido, Kali lai dugc ton vinh véi nhiing tén goi va
quyén Iyc khac nhau: Me Thién nhién, Nit than chién tranh va hiiy
diét, Nir than chién thing céi chét va 1a Nguoi nam giit than lyc Shakti
ctia Shiva®. C6 thé noi, hinh tuong nir than Kali 1a mot biéu tuong bao
ham dﬁy du céac khia canh sang tao, nudi dudng, bao v¢ va huy di¢t.



86 Nghién cltu Ton gido. S6' 10 - 2022

Naga

Chiéc ghe ngo dugc tao hinh mé phong theo hinh dang thon dai cta
than ran Naga. Trong st thi Mahabharata cia An D6, Naga 1 vi than
¢6 strc manh phi thuong va dugc dac biét ton kinh. Naga khong nhitng
14 vi thAn mua ma con 1a vi than dan dit tin do ngoan dao 1én cdi1 Niét
Ban. Naga ludn di kém vé6i Gmg than cta than Shiva trong van hoa An
Do, vi than nim gilt sic manh huay diét va khoi dau cua mot chu trinh
tai sinh. Naga d6i khi ciing gin véi hinh twong than Vishnu, vi du nhu
lam chiéc phao ning d& vi than nay trong truyén thuyét vé bién sira.
Naga ciing gin v6i Dic Phat trong hinh tuong chiéc tan che dau khi
Ngai thién dinh giita troi mua, hay twong ty 13 tin mi tram dau cho
cac dang Ctru tinh Tirthankara trong Jainism.

Dbi voi nguoi Khmer, Naga c6 mot vi tri vo cling quan trong trong
doi sdng t6n gido, tin ngudng. Trong truyén thuyét vé ngudn goc toc
ngudi, Naga dugc coi 13 t6 tién cua ngudi Khmer do toc ngudi nay
dugc sinh ra tir cudc hon phdi giita mot hoang tir An Do va cong chla
con vua Naga [Coades, G. E., 2011: 86]. Cudc hon nhan nay co thé 1a
mot motif mang tinh biéu tuong vé sy hop nhit cta vin hoa An Do
v6i vin hoa ban dia. Ngudi Khmer tin rang Naga 13 vi than bao trg cac
ngudn nudc, tiém ning cho sy thinh vurgng ciia mua mang. Hinh anh
ran than Naga rat pho bién trong cac ngéi chiia Khmer, voi nhiéu kiéu
trang tri dep mat va an tuong. C6 thé ndi, tir cac nghi 1& cho dén tao
hinh ghe ngo, ngudi Khmer di “thdi hon” vao mot vat thé va hinh
thanh nén tinh thiéng cua no, khién chiéc ghe ngo tré thanh mot vat
thiéng. Khi ¢6 sy hd tro cia than linh, ghe ngo khong con 1a mot
phuong tién di chuyén thong thuong, ma so hitu mot sirc manh siéu
nhién va thiéng liéng, mgt sttc manh c6 y nghia mang lai sy binh yén,
4m no va sung tc cho cong dong phum sdc.

2.3. Céc vin dé kiéng ky lién quan téi ghe ngo

Pé dam bao tinh thiéng cua ghe ngo, ngudi Khmer cé mot sé quy
dinh kiéng ky ma moi thanh vién trong cong dong déu nghiém tac
tuan tha: (1) Ngudi phu nit khong duoc ty ¥ bude vao nha ghe néu
khong c6 nhiém vu duoc su ca giao. Pic biét, trong 1& ha thuy va 1é
khoi hanh, t6i ky phu nit cham vao ghe hay di qua phia dau ghe. (2)
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Dbi voi nguoi la tir noi khiac dén, néu khong dwoc phép cia Tang
truong ciing khong duoc budc xubng ghe. (3) Trong thoi gian mot
tuan trude khi dua ghe, cac thanh vién ddi boi ghe can tho tri trai
gi6i, tranh khong quan hé tinh duc va udng ruou. (4) Khi ghe ngo
khaoi hanh dén noi thi ddu, tuyét d6i khéng dugce quay dau ghe tré lai,
cho du vi Iy do gi. Nguoi Khmer tin rang, néu ghe quay dau thi lan
thi dau do s& khong gip may mén. (5) Sau khi thi dau tro vé, ghe ngo
dugc bao quan trong nha ghe (réng tuk), c6 mai che chin trong
khuén vién chua. Véi nhitng chiéc ghe di cii, khong con dam bao do
chic khoe dé thi ddu, thi s& dwoc dé lyi ty nhién do mua nang, chi
khong dugc dbt bo.
3. Cac nghi 18 truyén thdng gan véi ghe ngo

Trong mot nam, ngudi Khmer ¢ nhiéu 18 hoi truyén thdng, nhung
18 hoi Ook Om Bok 14 1& hoi dugc mong doi nhat. Puge to chic vao
trung tudn thang mudi 4m lich, 18 hoi Ook Om Bok (tiéng Khmer
nghia 1a “dat cém dep™), con goi 1a 1& Thvay Preah Khe (nghia la
“cling trang”), 1a mot trong cac 1& thirc quan trong bac nhit ciia cong
ddng nguoi Khmer ¢ Soc Trang. Ngoai viée cing tring, an cdm dep,
1& hoi nay con gan voi tuc dua ghe ngo, tha dén gi6 va tha dén nudc,...
C6 thé n6i, 18 hoi Ook Om Bok 1a mot tap hop da thanh t6 dan xen 1an
nhau, trong d6 dua ghe ngo 1a 18 hoi sdi ndi, nao nhiét, va thu hat
nhiéu ngudi tham gia nhat ¢ tinh Séc Tring ciing nhu khu vyc dong
bang song Ctru Long. Trudc day, tinh Séc Trang 1a trung tim t6 chuc
I& hoi dua ghe ngo cua toan khu vuc. Ngay nay, mét sé tinh & dong
bang séng Ciru Long, nhu: Tra Vinh, Can Tho, Kién Giang,... ciing to
chtrc 1€ hoi nay. Tuy nhién, dua ghe ngo & Soéc Tring van mang dam
nét dac trung truyén thong, thu hut dong dao sy quan tm ciia ngudi
dan trong khu vyc va du khach gan xa.

Dé sin sang tham gia dua ghe ngo, cac chua tham gia dua déu co
su chuan bi tir hang thang trudc d6. Vi nhitng chiéc ghe ngo con
m&i thi nha chia tién hanh stra sang, son v& lai. V&i nhirng chiéc ghe
ngo di cii, xudng cip, khong dam bao do chic, khoe dé tham gia
dua, nha chua s& cung hop ban voi cong dong dé thong nhat viée
d6ng ghe moi. Trong qua trinh dong ghe va chuin bi dua ghe di thi
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dau, cong ddng Khmer thyc hién nhiéu nghi 18. Thong qua cac nghi
18 va hinh tuong cac vi than, c6 thé nhéan théy dlre tin siu sic cua
cong ddng Khmer ddi voi sy linh thiéng cua duc Phét va cac vi than
duoc ho thinh moi vé bao tro ghe ngo. Puc tin cua cong dong con
duoc gui gim vao chiéc ghe ngo trong sudt qua trinh chiéc ghe hinh
thanh, ton tai trong cong dong, dién hinh 13 trong nghi thirc rudc
nudce hay 1a 1€ hoi dua ghe ngo.

Trong céac nghi 18 lién quan dén ghe ngo cua cong ddng Khmer, cic
vi su sai luon dam nhiém viéc thuc hién cac nghi thirc Phat gido, tung
cac bai kinh Phat, cau xin Dtrc Phat hién linh bao tro cho chiéc ghe va
toan bo doi dua ghe ngo cua chua dugc manh khoe, binh an va gap
may man trong cudc dua. Tiép theo cac nghi 18 Phat gido la cac nghi 18
cing than do cac achar dam nhiém. Céc vi than dugc ngudi Khmer
tho phung c6 ngué)n géc hodc c6 mbi quan hé mat thiét voi cac vi than
thudc hé théng An Do gido, tuy nhién tén goi va tuc tho da cé su bién
ddi do qua trinh dich chuyén, giao luu va tiép bién dién ra trong thoi
gian dai. Sy phan chia chtc ning t6n gido trong cong dong Khmer
biéu hién su ton trong 14n nhau va sy dung hoa giita Phat giao va cac
tin ngudng dan gian, diéu nay khién cho doi sdng van hoa, tin ngudng
cua nguoi Khmer dugce duy tri mdt cach phong phti va hai hoa, tao nén
dic trung riéng cua cong dong nay. Thong qua cac nghi thirc Phat gido
va nghi 18 cing than, nguoi Khmer tin rang ghe ngo s& nhan dugc su
bao trg ciia Puc Phat, cic than linh ctia cong dong Khmer va than ghe
ngo cua riéng tung ngdi chua. Khi nhén 161 thinh mo1i cta cac nha su
va achar, Ptrc Phat va cac vi than s& hién dién tai chiéc ghe, dong
hanh cung chiéc ghe va doi boi trong qua trinh dua.

3.1. Nghi I¢ Cung tring trong Ié héi Ook Om Bok

Theo quan niém cua nguoi Khmer, mat trang 1a dai dién cho than
dat va than nudc, 1a cic vi than chu bao tro cho san xuat néng nghiép
ctia cong dong. Ook Om Bok 1a mot 1 thirc nong nghiép, gin voi
viéc canh tac ltia. Thoi gian dién ra 1€ hoi chinh 1 khodng thoi gian
laa (nép) da chic hat, sap dén mua thu hoach, ciing vao tiét cudi mua
mua. Theo chu ky vong doi cay lta, cac cu dan ndng nghiép chuyén
canh laa nudc ciing tién hanh mot loat 18 thirc twong tmg véi cac giai
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doan lao tic va phat trién cta cdy laa. Theo truyén théng cta nguoi
Khmer, vao mdi vu mua truéc khi thu hoach lta chin, nguoi dan s&
ra dong git nép vé 1am cém dep (om bok) dé cung cac vi than: than
Mait trang, than DAat, than Nudc,... nham to long biét on cac vi than
da bao trg cho mot vu mua bdi thu va nguyén cAu nim sau s& c6 dat,
trod, thoi tiét thuan loi dé nguoi dan lai dugc mot mua thu hoach
sung tic. Ciing trong 1& hoi Ook Om Bok, ngudi Khmer thuc hién
hoat dong tha dén nudc (thuyén ding) va deén gi6é (lira 1én troi). Pay
13 thoi diém két thac mua mua, hay 13 diém giao giita mia mua va
mua ning. Cac cudc tha tréi cac loai thuyén dang, dén nudc trén
song rach, ao hd vao ban dém c6 y nghia ton vinh anh sang va nudc,
mang biéu trung téng tién mua mua, nudc va bong tdi; nghénh dén
thoi ky tanh rdo va anh sang.

L& Cung trang trong 1& hoi Ook Om Bok c6 thé duoc t6 chic theo
nhiéu quy mé khac nhau: tai ngdi chua, tai nhdm déan cu, hodc ngay tai
gia dinh. Ban thd dugc dyung bang ba ciy tre, mdi cdy dai khoang ba
mét, trong d6 hai cdy chén chan dung lam cot, cdy con lai budc bic
ngang & dau trén cua hai cay cot (ba ciy cot nay tuong trung cho vil
tru). Sau do, ba con Khmer léy hai tau 14 chudi, cat bo bt 14 chi dé lai
mot phﬁn dau ngon, sép Xép thanh hinh hai con ngua, 61 dem treo &
hai bén dau cdy ngang, mdi bén mot con (day Ia hai con ngyua kéo xe
cho than Mt trang). Bay trai cau duogc cit sot vo (mdi bén mot chut),
lam canh cta bay con ong bau, cot thanh mot day treo ngay chinh giita
(twong trung cho bay ngay theo am lich). La trdu xanh dugc quén
thanh hai day, mdi day c6 mudi hai dbt, dem cot vao hai dau cay
ngang, modi bén mot diy (tuong trung cho mudi hai thang hodic mudi
hai nim 4m lich). Ba cdy dén ciy (nén) loai 16n dugc cam 1én chinh
giita cAy ngang. Bén dudi ciy ngang ké mot cai ban, trén bay mam 1&
vat gdm nhang dén va cém dep 1a 1& vat chinh. Ngoai ra con ¢ céc
loai hoa, ci qua nhu chudi, khoai lang, khoai mon, cu dong, dira, mit,
budi, cam, quyt,... la san vat dugc ba con nudi tréng dé lam luong
thuc ciing duoc dang 1én than Mit trang.

L& Clng tring bao gdm ba nghi thitc chinh: Nghi thtrc cing tring,
nghi thtrc bai trang, va nghi thirc “dut cdm dep”. Pé tién hanh nghi
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thirc cung tring, mot ngudi 16n tudi, c6 uy tin trong cong dong, dai
dién dimg ra lam chu 1&, khan cdu than Mit tring ban cho con nguoi
suc khoe, hanh phuc, 4m no. Sau khi thuc hién nghi thirc cung trang,
ong chi 1& bao moi ngudi khom lung, chip tay sam héi t6i 13i trude
than Mt tring. DAy la nghi thic béi trang, hay con goi 1a nghi thirc ta
on, sam héi. Sau d6, 6ng chu 1& dung tay nim cdm dep va mot sb dd
vira dang cling than, mdi mén mot it. Ong goi con chau, nhiing ngudi
tré tudi dy 18 ha miéng ra dé ong “dat” vao miéng cho. Vira 1am viéc
nay, ong chu 18 vira hoi: “Sau ndy Ién 1én con muon lam gi, (hodc)
wée gi?” dé ngudi duge hoi noi 1én mong ude cia minh. Ctr 1an lugt
nhu vay, ong chu 1€ “dut cdm dep” cho dén hét cac con, chau, nguoi
tré du 1&. Sau d6, 6ng cho don dd vat, banh trai xuéng chiéu, moi ba
con ¢ bac ngdi xung quanh ngdm tring, vira in, vira uéng nudc, vira
chuyén tro héi thim 1an nhau...”. Sau 1& cling tring, ba con Khmer &
Soc Trang thuong to chirc tha dén nudc xudng séng (ngay nay ngudi
dan khong con tha dén gié vi 1y do an toan). Trong dém 1& hoi Ook
Om Bok, khuc séng Maspero ¢ trung tdm thanh phd Soc Tring trd nén
lung linh muén mau boi cac loai dén dugc trang tri ruc rd.

3.2. Nghi I¢ xin hg cdy déng ghe ngo

Trong qua trinh déng ghe ngo, cong dong va nghé nhan déng ghe
ngo phai tuan thu mot quy trinh nghiém ngit bao gdm nhiéu nghi 1&.
Ciing nhu quan niém cta nhiéu toc ngudi thuéc nhém ngdn ngir Mon-
Khmer, ngudi Khmer thudng xuyén duy tri sy ton trong ddi véi thién
nhién, méi trudng sinh sdng ciia minh. Cay sao 1a loai ciy co gd phu
hop nhét dé 1am ghe ngo, nhung lai chi yéu séng & ving rimg nui xa
x6i thuoc Pong Nam Bo hodc Nam Tay Nguyén, nén trudc diy moi
lan di tim gb 1a ca mot chuyén di gian nan va cong phu. Theo 10i
ngudi gia Khmer thi trude khi chit ha cay phai 1am 18 xin phép than
rimg va cac than cai quan cay. Nguoi Khmer mong rang, v6i su chap
thuan cua céac vi than, thi cay gS sau khi chat ha s€ mang lai may méan
cho phum, soc. Sau d06, ngudi ta s& dung stc voi dé dua cay gd xudng
nuée tha troi vé phum, séc, giir trong chiia dé chuan bi déng ghe.
Nhitng ngudi cao tudi trong cong dong ngay nay ciing chi dugc nghe
ké vé nghi 1& nay chir khong tryc tiép tham gia®.
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3.3. Nghi | khai cong déng ghe ngo

Su ca va cac achar trong chiia chon ngay tot dé tién hanh 18 khai
cong déng ghe ngo. Ban Quan tri chua chiu trach nhiém chuan bi do
18, gdbm mot sla tho (qua dira got v6), mot bai sdy (khac than chudi
dung dé cdm nhang va nén), mot mam cd, mot con ga lude va hoa qua,
banh trai. L& khoi cong thuong co sy tham gia cla cac vi su, achar,
Ban Quan tri, toan thé doi boi va ba con trong cong dong. Khi lam 18,
achar chu 18 s& thip nhang, khan thinh cac vi thin bao trg x6m ap cho
phép khoi cong dong ghe ngo, gitip cho qué trinh dong ghe dugc suon
sé, thuan loi, chiéc ghe that chic, khoe va gap nhiéu may mén. Sau do,
mdi ngudi ¢6 mit trong budi 18 s& dat mot nén nhang 1én ban tho va
bay t6 101 khdn nguyén cua riéng minh danh cho chiéc ghe®.

3.4. Nghi 1é ha thity ghe ngo

Trudc mdi dot thi diu khoang mot, hai tuan, cac chua to chic 18 Ha
thuy (con goi 14 18 ciing dau ghe hay 18 mic 4o cho ghe). L& nay c6 vai
tro dic biét quan trong vé mit tén gido, tin ngudng, thé hién niém tin
ctia ngudi Khmer VAo quyén niang cia cac vi thin ndm giit van ménh,
quyét dinh sy thanh bai ctia ghe ngo.

L& Ha thiiy ghe ngo & nhiéu ngdi chia & Soc Tring dugc to chirc
vao budi tdi. Khi hanh 18, cac sla tho va hoa tring duoc cim doc theo
ghe. L& vat duoc stra soan riéng dat ¢ ba phﬁn dau, gilta va cudi ghe
ngo. Ngoai dén nhang, mam banh va tréi ciy 1a 1& vat chung, 1& vat
cing & dau ghe phai c6 nam qua trimg ga séng (khong ludc), mot dau
heo ludc, mot con ga lude. L& vat cung giita ghe gdm co: Sla chom
(mdt doan ciia than chudi, trén d6 dit bon 1a triu, mot trai cau goi
trong 14 trau, dén cdy va ba cdy nhang), mot con ga ludc, mot nai
chubi, hai trai dira, rugu, mudi; ngoai ra c6 thé thém banh trai tiry theo
chua. Pic biét, trong 18 vat con c6 nira chén huyét (tiét) ga; trudc day,
con ¢6 thém mot dum toc r6i.2° O cudi ghe, cac do 18 duoc sira soan
gém mot con ga ludc, mdt ndi chudi, mot trai dira twoi, mot chai ruou.
Phia trudc dau ghe 12 mot mam com, rugu dugc bay trén mat chiéc
chiéu trai trén mat dat. Pén gio da dinh, nhang va dén cay duoc thip,
tiéng chiéng tréng va nhac ngil 4m noi 1én, v4i sy c6 mit cua dong di
cac thanh vién trong chua va ddi dua ghe. Pai duc tang trudng cua
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chua hodc mot achar 14 thanh vién Ban Quan tri dimg ra 1am chu 1¢,
khin nguyén cac vi thin bao ho ghe ngo phu ho, di theo giup strc dé
ghe gianh chién thing trong cudc thi.

Sau khi khan, chu 18 1dy dau dira thoa 1én mili ghe va chia cho cac
thanh vién doi boi ghe thoa 1én dau. Céac thanh vién cing nhau thé
nguyén s& mot 1ong doan két gianh thing loi. Sau dé, vi chu 18 s& cam
mot binh nudc thom di mot vong trén ghe Véy nudce, véi muce dich cu
mong sy binh an va giup cac tay boi tang thém sticc manh. Poi dua ghe
di vong quanh ghe cho dén khi tan nhang. Sau 1& ctng, sla tho va dum
toc rdi (néu c6) twong trung cho nit thin Neang Khmau duoc dit 1én
mili ghe trong sudt cudc dua. Sang sém hom sau, chiéc ghe ngo s&
duoc ca doi boi hop stuc déy Xuéng con kénh bén canh chua, hoan tat
nghi thirc ha thiy'!. Sau 18 ha thiy, ong chi 18 s& ric cém, rét rugu
xubng dong kénh dé moi cac vi than cung thu hudng.

3.5. Nghi Ié khéi hanh dua ghe ngo

Vao budi sang trudc ngay di thi ddu, cling la ngay 1& Cung tring,
cong ddng t6 chirc 1& khoi hanh dé tién chiéc ghe ngo va doi boi 1én
duong tham dy dua ghe. Budi 18 ¢6 mit dong du cac su sii, ban quan
tri, d6i boi va ba con x6m ap. L& khoi hanh duogc t6 chirc tai sala, cac
18 vat dugc dat trén ban thd dac Phat, bao gdm céc loai hoa qua, banh
trai. Cac nha su tung kinh cau an, cau phudc, thinh cau dic Phat phu
hd cho toan doi ghe dugc manh khoe, may man. Sau d6, achar s& thuc
hién nghi thirc vay nudc thiéng. Nude thiéng dugc i khoi dén cay va
nhang tao mui thom, dung trong mat chiéc binh. Achar mét tay cam
binh nuéc, mot tay cAm mot nhanh 14 cdy nhung vao binh va vay 1én
dau cac tay boi dé chiic phuc, cAu may man. Trong thoi gian thuc
hanh nghi 18, cac thanh vién doi boi ngdi trén san sala, phia trudc ban
tho, chip tay thy 1&.

Két thuc 18 khoi hanh, doi boi didu hanh trén ghe mot vai vong
trudc céng chua dé biéu duong lyc lugng va khi thé toan doi trudc su
ching kién cua toan thé ba con x6m ap, sau d6 ca doan 1én duong dén
dia diém dua ghe & trung tim thanh phd Séc Trang.
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Két luan

Doi séng ton gido, tin ngudng cua cong dong Khmer ¢ Soc Tring la
mdt phirc hop ctia Phat gido Nam tong, di san An D¢ gido ¢ dai va tin
nguong dan gian. Mac du Phat giao dong vai tro quan trong, cd anh
huong sau sic téi moi mat doi song xa hoi ciia ngudi Khmer, tuy nhién,
khi di sau tim hiéu doi sdng ton gido, tin ngudng clia cong déng nay, co
thé nhan thay cac yéu t tin ngudng dan gian van con duy tri stic séng rat
manh mé, trong d6 c6 sy két hop véi nhiing di vét cia An Do gido.

Dic biét, khi nghién ctu vé ghe ngo, vén la mot phuong tién thuc
hanh nghi I& rude nudce trong 18 hoi ndng nghiép, tac gia di tim thiy
nhiéu chi tiét thi vi vé su két hop hai hoa caa cac yéu té Phat gido, An
Do gido va tin ngudng dan gian, thong qua dac tin cua nguoi dan,
hinh thuc thuc hanh nghi & va hinh twong mét sé vi than. Mac du
ciing 1a mot loai ghe thuyén, duoc dung lam phuong tién chuyén cho,
di chuyén trén dia hinh song nuéc, nhung ghe ngo cua ngudi Khmer
khong c6 chirc ning phuc vu sinh hoat va hoat dong kinh té, ma lai
duoc trao cho mot chirc nang dac biét, do 1a chirc nang ton gido, tin
ngudng. Khi thyc hién chirc niang d6, ghe ngo gidng nhu chiéc kiéu
trong 1& hoi cia nguoi Viét, dugc s dung lam phuong tién rudc nudc
trong nghi thic ta on than nudc. Bén canh do, ghe ngo con c6 mot
chtce nang tht hai 1a chiéc thuyén dua, chira dyng sicc manh gan két
cua cong dong va niém tin vao mot cudc séng am no, hanh phc. Vi
nhirtng chitc nang nhu vay, ghe ngo c6 moét vai tro vo cung quan trong
va c¢6 ¥ nghia biéu trung dic biét trong doi séng van héa cua cong
doéng Khmer & Séc Tring./.

CHU THICH:

1 Trong bai viét nay, tac gia sir dung thuat ngir “di san An D¢ gido cb dai”
dé chi tu twong ton gido Vé Pa (Vedas) va céc ton gido phat trién dya trén
anh huong cua bo kinh nay trong thoi ky ¢ dai & An Do.

2 Achar trong tiéng Sanskrit c6 nghia 12 “hiéu biét”. Xem thém Nguyén Thj
Thu Huong (2016: 24-33).

3 Phong van Pai dic Ly T. tai chiia Tum Pok Sok, ngay 11 thang 11 nim
2016. Nhiéu cong trinh nghién ciru ciing théng nhat coi truyén thuyét vé
tién kiép cua Duc Phat 1a ngudn gbc caa 18 hoi Ook Om Bok. Vi dy, Céc
Ié héi truyén thong ciia dong bao Khmer Nam Bg do tac gia Son Phudc
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Hoan chu bién va bja chi tinh Séc Trang (2012). Ngoai ra, con ¢ mét
sb truyén thuyét c6 noi dung va dién tién twong tu nhung nhan vét Ngoc
hoang duoc thay bang Than Indra (thuoc hé théng than trong An Do
giao), hay mot vi tién.

Phéng van Pai dirc Ly T. tai chia Tum Pok Sok, ngay 11 thang 11 nim
2016.

Phong van achar Chau O., giang vién Truong Trung cap Phat gido tinh
So6c Trang, tai chua Kh’leang, ngay 12 thang 11 nam 2016.

Xem thém Pham Thi Thiy Chung (2013), “Mot sé nir than tiéu biéu
trong vin hoa Veda — Tir goc nhin Shakti”, Tap chi Véin héa hoc, s6 1.
Phong van achar Chau O. tai chiia Kh’leang, ngay 10 thang 11 nim 2016.
Phong van Hoa thuong Tang N. tai chiia Kh’leang, ngay 13 thang 11 nim
2016.

Phong van Pai duc Ly T. tai chiia Tum Pok Sok, ngay 12 thang 11 nim
2016

10 Chén huyét ga twoi va dum téc réi dugc cac achar giai thich 1 18 vat danh

riéng cho nix than Neang Khmau. DPay ciing 1a nhitng yéu té thuong gén
voi nit than Kali trong An D9 gido.

11 Phong véan Pai duc Ly T. tai chuia Tum Pok Sok, ngay 12 thang 11 nam

2016; phong van 6ng Ly Thanh X. ngay 9 thang 9 nam 2020, tai 4p Tam
Séc C1.
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Abstract

TRADITIONAL RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES
CONNECTED WITH THE NGO BOATS OF THE KHMER IN
SOC TRANG

Pham Thi Thuy Chung
Institute for Religious Studies, VASS
The belief and religious life of the Khmer people in Vietnam are
mainly known through the practices of Theravada Buddhism. In fact,
the Khmer community in the South has an extremely rich religious
and belief life which demonstrates a harmonious combination of
Theravada Buddhist traditions, ancient Hinduism, and folk beliefs. It
has created the characteristics of Khmer culture in Vietnam, in which
Ngo boats are one of the typical elements. In order to understand the
richness and diversity in the religious and belief life of the Khmer, this
article indicates some new documents on beliefs and religious
activities associated with Ngo boats of the Khmer in Soc Trang. It also
analyzes the elements constituting this unique cultural and religious
tradition.

Keywords: Religion; traditional beliefs; Ngo boats; Khmer; Soc
Trang.



