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PHAT GIAO NAM TONG TRONG POI SONG VAN HOA
TINH THAN CUA NGUOI KHMER O HUYEN GIONG RIENG,
TINH KIEN GIANG

Tém tit: Phat giao Nam tong co mat trén dat nuéc Viét Nam
tir rdt sém, theo con dwong ciia cdc nha truyén gido tir An DY
toi Sri Lanca, Myanmar, Thai Lan, Campuchia va da lan toa
ra cdc tinh Nam B¢ Viét Nam, trong dé c¢é Kién Giang. Dén
khoang thé ky XII da hinh thanh cong dong Phdt gido Nam
téng Khmer va dén nam 1412 xudt hién ngéi chia dau tién
cua ho tai Rach Gia (Kién Giang), do la chua Jngkor Chum
Vong Sa. Trai qua nam thang, Phat giao Nam tong da anh
hwong va tao nén ban sdc van héa cia ngwoi Khmer, nhat la
trong doi song van héa tinh than. Bai viét nay trinh bay
nhitng dnh huéng cia Phdt gido Nam téng trong doi song
van héa tinh than cia nguwoi Khmer ¢ huyén Giong Riéng,
tinh Kién Giang trong giai doan hién nay.

Tir khéa: Phdt gido Nam téng; Nguoi Khmer; Giong Riéng;
Kién Giang.

Dan nhap

Trong tién trinh phat trién toc ngudi, Phat gido Nam tong da co
anh huong dén doi séng vin héa cia ngudi Khmer, trong dé c6
ngudi Khmer ¢ huyén Giong Riéng, tinh Kién Giang. Phat gido
Nam t6ng tir chd ngoai sinh d lan téa, thAm sau vao tu tuéng va
hoa hop cing van hoa dan toc, tic dong manh mé dén doi sdng vin
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hoa tinh than dan toc Khmer vung d4t Nam B0, tro thanh yéu t noi
sinh thiic ddy su phat trién vin hoa dan toc.

Tinh dén nam 2019, Phat gidio Nam téong Khmer & Kién Giang
c¢6 76 chua (trong d6 c6 3 chua va 1 thap 1a di tich vin héa cép
qudc gia, 2 chua 1a di tich cép tinh, 1 chua Nam téng cta ngudi
Kinh), ¢6 205.945 tin d6 (chiém 12,11% dén sb toan tinh va chiém
34,80% tin dd cac ton gi40), 255 vi chtic sdc, 310 nha tu hanh (bac
sa di); 1.358 churc viéc trong ban quan tri'.

Cho dén nay, trai qua thoi gian kha dai, ngudi Khmer ciing sinh
séng v6i cac dan tdc khéac, nhung ban sdc van hoa cua ho van dugc
thé hién mot cach dic sic va rd nét, boi Phat gido Nam tong da gop
phan quan trong va ¢t yéu trong viéc c¢b két cong dong nay. Trong
bai viét nay, chung toi trinh bay nhitng anh huong cua Phat gido
Nam téng trén mot sb linh vuc trong doi sdng vin hoa tinh than cia
ngudi Khmer ¢ huyén Gidng Riéng, tinh Kién Giang.

1. Vai nét vé Phit gido Nam tong Khmer va dic diém vé doi
song vin hoéa tinh thin cia ngwdi Khmer huyén Giong Riéng

1.1. Vé Phit gido Nam tong Khmer tai huyén Giong Riéng

Huyén Gidng Riéng ndm trong ving Tay song Hau thudc tinh
Kién Giang. Dia gidi hanh chinh cta huyén dugc xac dinh nhu sau:
phia Bic giap huyén Tan Hiép, tinh Kién Giang va Tp. Can Tho,
phia Nam gidp huyén Go Quao, tinh Kién Giang va tinh Hau
Giang, phia Tay gidp huyén Chau Thanh, tinh Kién Giang, phia
Pong giap Tp. Can Tho. Gidng Riéng 1 huyén c6 dan s6 16n thi
hai tinh Kién Giang (sau Rach Gi4). Phan b6 dan cu ¢ huyén kha
ddng déu ¢ cac xa, ngoai trir thi trAn Gidng Riéng. Mat d6 dan sb
343 ngudi/km?, chiém 10,01% vé dién tich va khoang 12,26% vé
dan s6 ciia tinh Kién Giang. Huyén Gidng Riéng c6 sb don vi hanh
chinh cip xa nhiéu nhét tinh va ciing c6 nhiéu cip xa nhat & ving
Pong bang song Ctru Long: 18 x4 va 1 thi tran?.

Vé tén gido, huyén Gidng Riéng c6 07 ton gido voi 69.198 tin
dd, cing mot sé nhom cé tinh ton gido khac, séng va sinh hoat
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khip dia ban ctia 19 x4, thi tran. Cy thé: Phat gito Nam tong véi 14
chua va 40.401 tin d6; 6 miéu Ong Ta thuéc Nam tong Khmer;
Phat gido Béc tong vé6i 14 chua, 3 tinh x4 va 11.330 tin dd; Cao Pai
Ban chinh 1 ho dao vé4i 126 tin dd; Cao Pai Tay Ninh 4 ho dao véi
1.099 tin d6; Cong gido c6 7 gido xir, 2 gido ho véi 13.855 tin do;
Hoi thanh Tin Lanh Viét Nam - mién Nam c6 2 chi hoi véi 745 tin
d6; 2 nhém Tin Lanh: Tin Lanh Truéng ldo lién hiép c6 32 tin dd,
Tin Lanh Dat htra ¢6 25 tin d6; Tinh d¢ cu si Phat hoi c6 4 Ban trj
su voi 942 tin dd; Phat gido Hoa Héo c6 2 Ban tri sw vé6i 531 tin do;
Biru Son Ky Huong c6 1 chiia voi 96 tin dd; Baha’i ¢6 16 tin do°.
Trong 14 ngdi chiia Phat gido Nam tong thi chiia Ganganadi (Giong
b4) dugc thanh 1dp nam 1532, 6 ngdi chua dugc xay dung trude
nim 1986. Sau khi dat nuéc dbi méi, chinh sach dan toc, ton gido
dugc quan tdm hon, ngudi Khmer cling nhu Phat gido Nam tong
dugc hd trg va tao diéu kién nhiéu hon vé ca tinh than 1an vat chat,
tir d6 c6 thém 7 ngdi chua duoc xay dung ké tir sau nam 1990. Hién
Phat gido Nam tong & huyén Gidng Riéng c6 176 vi chirc sic 1a
nguoi Khmer (3 Thuong toa, 11 dai duc, 119 ti kheo, 43 sadi) va 14
Ban quan tri chua véi 192 vi chuce viée; 33.631 Phat tu (trong do,
nit: 16.328), 100% ngudi dan toc Khmer déu 1a tin dd Phat gido
Nam tong, mot sd rat it gan day cai dao sang cac ton gido khac. Vé
trinh d0 hoc van cua su sdi Phat gido Nam tong huyén Gidng
Riéng: Trung cdp Phat hoc: 36, Pai hoc nganh Tén gido hoc: 12,
Trung hoc phd thong 12/12: 48, Trung hoc co sd: 19 va sb con lai
dang theo hoc b thc, hoc truong Dan toc ndi tra tai huyén.

C6 thé noi, Phat gido Nam tong Khmer & huyén Gidng Riéng cd
nhitng dong gdp nhét dinh v& strc ngudi va stc cia trong sudt hai
thoi ky chéng Phap va My. Phat gido Nam tong ludn sat canh cling
dan toc, thé hién vai trd ctia minh trong d4u tranh doi binh ding vé
t6n gido, chong lai am muu loi dung dan toc Khmer dé chdng pha
cach mang. Bén canh d6, cac ngdi chua ¢ day khong chi 1a noi sinh
hoat tin ngudng tén gido ma con 1a noi dé ngudi Khmer lanh nan,
hay dung l1am can c khang chién. Sau nim 1954, My di str dung
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cac chiéu tro nhu giy mau thuan, kich dong tu tudong hep hoi,
chia r& dan tdc, bai xich Phat gido Nam tong Khmer, cdm day
chir Pali va chit Khmer trong chua. Vira dan ap cAm doan, vira du
dd mua chudc béng tién bac, cach ly su sai va Phat tt Khmer voi
cach mang®. Nguoi Khmer tinh Kién Giang da tham gia cac cudc
biéu tinh chéng lai viéc bat su sai di linh, tiéu biéu nhu cudc biéu
tinh vao ngay 10/6/1974 cua su sai va Phat trt Khmer & 72 ngoi
chuia Nam tong Khmer trong tinh, trong d6 c6 huyén Gidng Riéng.
C6 bdn vi su da hy sinh trong cudc biéu tinh nay. D6 1a niém ty
hao, tu ton dan tdc cua nguodi Khmer Kién Giang ciing nhu ¢ huyén
Giéng Riéng.

Ngiy nay, Phét gido Nam tong & huyén Giong Riéng luén dong
hanh cung Phat tir tham gia vao cong cudc doi méi dat nude, tich
cuc lao dong, hoc tap nang cao doi séng vat chét 1an tinh than. Phat
gido Nam tong & huyén Gidng Riéng gép phan cung chinh quyén
dia phuong quan 1y chua chién, su sdi, Phat tir, to chirc cac hoat
dong ton giao trong khudn khd phép luat. Cac vi su sdi ciing nguoi
Khmer ¢ Gidng Riéng di tham gia vao cac cdp chinh quyén,
UBMTTQ Viét Nam va cac doan thé chinh tri-xa hoi, phat huy vai
trd ciia minh 1a chiéc cau néi thuc hién tot cac vige doi, viée dao.
Déc biét 1a tham gia vao MTTQ huyén, trng cur dai biéu HDND x4,
huyén, tinh. Dic biét, vai tro xuyén sudt cua Phat gido Nam tong
d6i v6i nguoi Khmer ¢ Giong Riéng ¢ moi thoi ky da tré thanh gia
trj tinh than khong thé thiéu trong qua trinh ton tai va phat trién.

1.2. Pic diém doi song van héa tinh thin ciia ngwoi Khmer
huyén Giong Riéng

Nguoi Khmer & Giong Riéng hau hét séng bang nghé nong,
tréng trot va chan nudi, mot sd it 1am nghé budn béan, nén trong
quan niém dan gian nudc, gio, lua, troi, dét, mat trod, mat trang...
1a nhitng sy vat, hién twong gan lién v6i doi séng tam linh ciia ho
va c6 nang luc huyén bi: mua c6 thudn, gid c6 hoa hay khong hoan
toan 1€ thudc vao céac luc luong nay... Cudc séng co yén on hay
khong phai do cac vi thdn: Arak (thin bao ho dong ho), Neakta
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(thdn bao ho), Teevada (cic thién thin chim soc thé gian). Hing
nam, ngudi Khmer ¢ Gidng Riéng t6 chire cac nghi 1& dé cau khan
cac vi than nay ban cho cudc séng gia dinh binh an, hanh phic,
mua gi6 thuan hoa, miia mang twoi tot. Doi sdng van hoa tinh than,
ngudi Khmer ¢ huyén Gidng Riéng vira c6 cac dic diém chung nhu
ngudi Khmer Nam B9, vira ¢6 nhitng nét riéng, cu thé:

Thir nhat, va la dac diém 16n nhét, trong cong dong Khmer trudc
day cling nhu hién nay, chuia Phat gido Nam tong ma dai di¢n 1a cac
nha su ludn doéng vai tro trung tdm. Néu nhu cac mdi quan hé &
lang ctia nguoi Viét bi chi phdi bai huong wéc 18 lang, & budn lang
ctia cac dan toc thiéu s Tay Nguyén bi chi phdi boi luat tuc, thi &
soc cta ngudi Khmer lai bi chi phdi boi luan 1y ctia Phét gido Nam
tong. Gido 1y, 10i ran day cia ton gido ndy da trd thanh chuan muyc
cua nguoi Khmer. Chinh vi vy, mac du nguoi Khmer con cé tin
ngudng va 1& hoi dan gian chira dyng nhiéu yéu t& An Do gido,
nhung nhitng yéu té nay lai dugc 16ng ghép vao Phat gido va Phat
gi4o ludn c6 vi tri trung tim®. Nhitng chiia nhur Cai Dudc Nho, Cay
Trom, Giéng b4, Rach Chanh... da that sy la trung tdm van hoéa
ciia cong dong Khmer, huéng dan thuc hién nép séng moéi cua
nguoi Khmer theo ti€u chi “Nong thon méi”. Chua khong chi la
trung tam ton gido ma con la noi day hoc, 1a noi duy tri ngbén ngix
va chir viét. Dic biét, chit Pali cling dugc day va duy tri trong cha.
Céc loai sach, kinh Phat va cac tu liéu, st sach vé dan toc Khmer
ludn duogc cac vi su sadi gilt gin va truyén day lai cho thé hé sau.
Nguoi Khmer huyén Gidng Riéng ludn gin b véi ngdi chiia tir vat
chat dén tinh than thé hién trong nép song, nép nghi hang ngay.
Phat tir ludn siéng ning dén chua, tham gia cac 1& hoi ton gido, 18
hoi déan toc, dong gbp vat chét dé tich phude, séng chan hoa, doan
két, thuong yéu dum boc 13n nhau,...

Thir hai, ngudi Khmer ¢ Gidng Riéng thuéc nhom ngén ngir
Mén-Khmer, vin hoa thé hién rd nhitng nét pha tron cua nhiéu
ludng vin héa nhu Ba la mén gido, Phat gido Nam tong va trong
qué trinh chung sdng vdi cac cong dong nguoi Viét, nguoi Hoa,
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ciing dem lai cho ho nhiing sy giao thoa vin hoa phong phu. Déi
v6i mdi ngudi Khmer, tir khi sinh ra cho dén luc truéng thanh,
dung vo, ga chdng, rdi dau ém, bénh tat, tir gid cdi doi, déu co
nhitng nghi 18 Phat gido gin lién véi timg giai doan khac nhau
trong cudc doi. Mot sé phong tuc tip quan lién quan dén tin
ngudng, ton gido trong doi sdng tinh than cua ngudi Khmer Gidng
Riéng, nhu:

Nguoi Khmer ¢ Gidng Riéng van con tin ngudng Neak Ta mot
cach sau sic. Neak Ta 1a vi thin bao ho ctia mot khu vuc dat dai
cia dong bao Khmer. Ong Ta ctia dong bao Khmer duoc an dudi
nhiéu hinh thirc: Neak Ta trong coi phum soc, gitr chua, gitr dat dai.
Ngoai ra, con c6 nhitng 6ng Ta “quan sat” nga 3 nga 4 song. Thong
thuong, ong Ta hay “4n than” dudi dang nhing hon da. Nén ngudi
Khmer Gidng Riéng thuong tho nhitng hon da to trong nhirng cai
miéu & gdc cdy 16n trong phum, soc hay & nga 3, ngd 4 song. Nguoi
Khmer & Gidng Riéng tin nhiing thién tai, dich bénh, tai hoa dén
cho con nguoi 14 do sy bat kinh ctia con ngudi dbi voi 6ng Ta. Vi
thé mdi khi c¢6 chuyén khéng may xay ra thi ho ciing 6ng Ta dé cau
xin ong bt gian hodc che ché cho ho.

Nguoi phu nir Khmer ¢ Gidng Riéng khi c6 thai déu tim dén cac
thdy cung dé lam phép trir ta ma vi ho cho ring, khi dugc cac thay
cing lam phép thi thai nhi s& duoc khoe manh phat trién tdt, thai
phu ciing khong bi ém dau. Ngudi phu nit mang thai con dén chua
cau khén than Reahu cho sinh né dugc may min. Vi theo truyén
thuyét, than Reahu miéng rong nuét mit tring d& dang va nha ra
cling nhe nhang. Chinh vi thé, phu nit Khmer tin rang khi ho cau
xin Reahu s& sinh con dugc dé dang. San phu sau khi sinh con, gia
dinh moi thay cing dén doc thin chi dong thoi iy chi tring cot
quanh chan giwong. Ngoai ra, ngudi Khmer con lay xuong rong
hodc 14 dira gai treo trudc cira nha (cira chinh) dé xua ta ma. Pira
tré sau khi sinh duoc 1 thang, 1am 1é cit toc “tra on mu” va lam 18
dat tén cho bé. Trong thoi gian nudi con, néu dtra tré bi bénh, gia
dinh thuong cling Arak “cau xin hét bénh”.
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Hén nhan cta ngudi Khmer ¢ Gidng Riéng thuong trai qua 3
bude: 1am mbi, dam hoi va 18 cudi thuong duoc td chtrc & bén nha
gai. Xua nay, ngudi Khmer ¢ Gidng Riéng ludn cho rang cudi xin
1a nét sinh hoat truyén thdng thudc linh vuc vin hoa dan gian gin
lién v&i phong tuc tdp quan ciia cong dong. Pam cudi cta nguoi
Khmer v6i nhiéu nghi thirc bit ngudn tir truyén thuyét, truyén cb
tich va ludn c6 sy hién di€én cua cac su sai doc tung va tién hanh
cac nghi thirc trong 1€ cudi.

Tang ma ciia ngudi Khmer & Gidng Riéng c¢6 nhiéu diém khac
biét so véi cong dong cac dan toc khac cung sinh séng trén dia ban
huyén Gidng Riéng. Nguoi Khmer & Gidng Riéng khong dé tang
cho ngudi chét vi ho quan niém, cai chét chua phai 13 chim dut
cudc sébng ma van “séng” & mot thé gidi khac. Khi nguoi Khmer
chét, nguoi than trong gia dinh t6 chitc ddm ma véi nhiéu nghi thirc
va con chau thuong xuyén “lam phudc”, “gui cua”, mang nhiéu 18
vat cang cho chua va su sii, nhirng 18 vat 4y s& theo khoi nhang va
tiéng ké 10i kinh dén dugc véi cha me ciing nhu 6ng ba caa ho &
thé gii bén kia. Con chau con song lam phiic it hay nhiéu thi cudc
song ctia nguoi chét s& theo d6 ma sung sudng hay chat vat. Nguoi
Khmer thau hiéu va thuc hanh siu sic triét 1y “nhan qua” cta nha
Phat. Chinh vi thé, ho quan niém luc sdng phai tich phac dé khi
chét s& dugc giai thoat.

Thir ba, nbi bat trong doi sébng van hoa tinh thin ciia nguoi
Khmer ¢ Gidng Riéng 1 1& hoi. L& hoi 1 mon an tinh than khong
thé thiéu trong doi séng vin hoa ciing nhu tin ngudng cia dan toc
Khmer, gop phan tao nén nét doc do trong vin hoa truyén thong
ctia ho. Nét van hoa truyén thong d6 di in siu trong nép sdng hang
ngay ctia mdi nguoi dan.

Thir tir, doi séng vin hoa tinh than ngudi Khmer & Giong Riéng
con thé hién & nghé thuat tao hinh (kién trtc, diéu khic, cham trd,
hdi hoa, trang phuc), ddc biét trong chua; nghé thuat biéu dién nhu
kich c6 dién R6 Bam va kich hat Du ké. Tuy nhién, nghé thuat tao
hinh cta nguoi Khmer ¢ Giong Riéng duoc luu giir chi yéu tai cac
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chila va mot vai ngdi nha, trong khi hau hét nha & ctia nguoi Khmer
& Gidng Riéng duoc xdy cdt nhu nha & cta nguoi Kinh. V& trang
phuc, ngudi Khmer chi mic trang phyc truyén thong khi tham gia
cac hoat dong 18 hoi, 18 cudi, biéu dién vin nghé, con trong sinh
hoat hang ngay ho mic trang phuc nhu nguoi Kinh. Day 1a diém
khac biét ciia ngudi Khmer ¢ Gidng Riéng so voi nguodi Khmer &
cac tinh nhu Tra Vinh, Soc Tring va An Giang, va 1a mot thyc té
dang quan tim trong viéc bao tén cAc gia tri van hoa trong cong
ddng nguoi Khmer ¢ Giong Riéng.

2. Anh huéng cia Phit gido Nam tong doi véi doi song vin
héa tinh than nguwoi Khmer huyén Giﬁng Riéng

Tén gido ban ddu cua ngudi Khmer 14 Ba la mon gido, sau dé
Phat gido Nam tong dan thay thé va tré thanh ton gido dan toc cua
nguoi Khmer. Ca hai ton gido nay, dic bi¢t 1a Phat gido Nam tong,
¢6 anh huong manh mé dén tin ngudng dan gian ciia ngudi Khmer.
Tin ngudng dan gian dugc hinh thanh trong qua trinh sinh séng va
phat trién lau doi cua ngudi Khmer, nhung hdu nhu céc tin ngudng
dan gian nay déu mang triét 1y nhan sinh ctia Phét giao. Hau hét
trong cac nghi thirc hanh 1 ciia tin ngudng dan gian déu co su sii
tham gia hanh 1é, tung ni¢m kinh Phét hodc chung kién. Vai trod cua
su sdi luén ¢ vi tri quan trong va dang dau cac hoat dong nay, tr
ndi dung dén phan cong thuc hién va tit ca nhiing ngudi tham gia
déu tuan theo y kién ctia cac nha su.

Ngudi Khmer c¢6 nhitng ddc diém chung cua vin hoa Viét Nam
nhung ciing c¢6 nhitng nét riéng vé van hoa tinh than cta minh qua
mot sb linh vue cu thé, nhu: ngon ngir, van hoc ngh¢ thuat, 18 hoi,
phong tuc tap quan, gido duc va chuén muc dao dirc ma bai viét s&
trinh bay dudi day.

2.1. Poi vi Ié hgi va phong tuc tdp quadn

2.1.1. D6i véi Ié héi

C6 thé thay ton gido va 18 hoi c6 mdi quan hé khang khit. Piéu
nay dé nhén thiy qua cac 1& hoi ctia ngudi Khmer Nam Bg. Da s
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cac 18 hoi cua ho déu mang ddu 4n Phat gido. Cac 18 hoi (du bét
ngudn tir Phat gido hay tir dan gian) déu thé hién 13 vai trd ciia nha
su va ngdi chia Khmer. Trong chimg myc nhat dinh, ton gido van
1a chd dua tinh than cta 1& hoi, qua d6 gop phan gitip con ngudi c6
thém strc manh cung ¢ niém tin vuon t&i chan, thién, my, lac quan
hudng téi twong lai. Chinh vi vay, khi noi dén 18 hoi ton gido 1a noéi
dén 18 hoi gén vi niém tin, tin ngudng®.

L& hoi Khmer gém hai loai 1 1& hoi dan toc va 1& hoi ton gido,
trong d6 18 hoi ton gido co ngudn gde tir Phat gido va do céc su sii
t6 chirc trong khudn vién chua, 18 hoi dan toc 1a nhimg ngay 18 bat
ngudn tir doi sdng sinh hoat hing ngay ciing nhu cudc sdng lao
dong cua ngudi Khmer, it nhiéu bi anh huéng boi yéu t6 ton gido.

Hang nim, ngudi Khmer ¢ Gidng Riéng c¢6 nhiéu ngay 1& dan
toc gan v6i tin ngudng, van hoa, truyén thdng ciia minh, dugc to
chuc trong khudn vién cac chua hodac khoang dét tréng, voi1 su tham
gia cua toan thé cong dong, chwong trinh hanh 18 do vi su tru tri
soan thao. Vao dip 1&, Phat tir tap trung dén chua dé cir hanh
18. Nguoi Khmer trong nam c6 khoang 30 1& 16n nho duge t6 chirc
dinh ky va khong dinh ky. Trong s nay, c6 cac 18 hoi dan toc tidu
biéu dudi day, thé hién rd nét anh hudng cua Phat gido Nam tong:

Chél Chnam Thmdy (Ié vao ndm mdi, tét chiu tuéi): Tét cb
truyén Chol Chnam Thmay dugc t6 chirc vao thang Chét theo lich
Phat gido Khmer, thuong roi vao ba ngay 13, 14, 15 thang 4 duong
lich. Ngay thtr nhat (Sangkran): Budi sang, Phat tir tdp trung vé
chiia 1& bai Tam Bao; budi trua lam 18 trai ting va doc kinh hoi
huéng phudc bau, sau d6 ding com; budi chiéu, nguodi dan dén
chua 1am 1& d6n nim méi, xép hang di ba vong quanh chinh dién,
sau do 18 bai Tam bao; viéc di vong quanh chinh dién ba lan 1a dé
tuong nhé huyén thoai Thomabal va Kabil Maha Prum — than Bén
mit — vi thua tri hoang tir Thémabal nén d tu cit diu minh. Ngay
thir hai (Wonbot): Budi sang, 18 bai Tam béao, chu ting va Phat tir
tap trung & chinh dién phat nguyén tho tri tam quy ngii gidi; céc
cap cac nganh dén tham chic tét; budi trua 14 18 dit bat hoi va 18 tri
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binh, sau d6 su ting doc kinh va tho thuc; budi chiéu 1a 18 dip nui
cat, mot sd chua thi dép ndi gao, y nghia la tich duc, tich phudc;
chiéu va t6i, 18 bai Tam béo, nghe su thuyét phap va chuong trinh
vin nghé. Ngay thir ba (Long Sak): Budi sang va trua, su sdi cing
Phat tir hanh 1& bai Tam bao, trai tang, tat ca tap trung trudc gidc
linh hoa thugng, nhitng vi su da qua ¢ dé 1am 18 céu siéu tai thap
cbt cia chiia; budi t6i 1a chuong trinh vin nghé cong dong, 18 tét
Chol Chnam Thmay két thuc.

Sene Dén Ta (1¢ ciing éng ba): L& chinh dugc t6 chirc vao ngay
15 thang tht 10 lich Khmer. Trudc khi vao ngay 1€ chinh thirc, cac
chiia t6 chuc 1& ¢6 hon. Phat tir mang dd cing dén chiia dit & tim
huéng quanh chinh dién dé vi Achar lam 18 cung c6 hon. Sau 18
tung kinh, Phat tr thip nhang, dt nén, dit dd cliing quanh thap cdt
dé cting ¢6 hon. Trong nhitng ngay nay, ho dang com cho su ting,
com dugc vo thanh nim va lién tyc dang cung hang ngiy khong
gian doan. Ngiy nay, tai huyén Giong Riéng da c6 thay doi trong
nghi 1& nay, com dugc dang cho su ting trong vai ngdy mang tinh
tuong trung. Budi sang, ngudi Khmer dang com cho su sii va thinh
vong linh éng ba vé& chia dé nghe kinh ké, budi chiéu 1a 1& thinh
ong ba vé nha an nghi. Hom sau gia dinh lai thinh su sdi vé nha doc
kinh 1an cudi truée khi tidn vong linh dng ba vé ¢di am.

Ok ombok (1é cing tring, dit com dep): L& duoc td chirc vao
ngdy tring tron, khoang ngay 15/10 4m lich. Theo truyén thuyét
thi ngudi Khmer cho rang, tring 1a mot vi than bao hd cho mua
mang, trong cac tudn tring trong nam thi tuan tring tron thang 10
1a tring sang nhat. Moi nguoi dén tham du déu dugc cac su sii
hanh 1& dat cém dep va cu chuc nhiing diéu tét dep, thuan loi
trong cudc sdng. L& Ok om bok mang ¥ nghia tin ngudng than
nudc cua cu dan nong nghi¢p lua nudc. Khi Phat gido Nam tong
tré thanh ton gido cua nguoi Khmer thi di anh huong rat rd nét
dén 1& Ok om bok. Hang nim, 1& Ok om bok dugc t6 chic ¢ hau
hét 14 chuia Phat gido Nam tong trong huyén. Pau gio chiéu ngay
15/10 4m lich, ngudi tham dy mang dd 18 dwogc bay trén mam nhu
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cdm dep, chudi, khoai lang, dura tuoi, banh, vai, nhan,... khong
cing thirc an man. Ho tap trung truéc ban thd Chu thién dé nghe
su sdi doc kinh, thuyét phap, ké vé sy tich 18 Ok om bok. Sau do,
céc nha su ray nude ban phudc lanh, cau manh khoe, cau chuc tét
dep dén moi nguoi. Cudi budi 1&, cac nha su s& dat cém dep cho
ngudi tham dw. Nhéan dip ndy, hing nim ngudi Khmer ¢ Gidng
Riéng déu té chirc hoi dua ghe ngo trén song Thanh Hung, thu hit
hang chuc nghin luot nhan dan va du khach dén xem va cé vii.
Ngoai ra, mot s6 chiia con to chtrc tha dén gi6, nhung hién nay do
diéu kién kinh phi va nghé nhan khéng con nhidu nita, ky thuat
lam dén gi6 din mai mét. K§ thuat stra chita va dong méi ghe
ngo, ky thuat dua ghe ngo, hay dung cu, k¥ thuat lam dén gié déu
duoc luwu giir tai cac chuia va su sdi van dong vai tro chi chét trong
viéc gin gitr, luu truyén céc loai hinh vin héa nay.

Nhin chung, nguoi Khmer & Gidong Riéng van con luu giit duoc
nhitng ndi dung co ban cua 18 hoi dan toc minh, trong d6 yéu t6 ton
gido va vai tro clia su sdi co anh huong nhat dinh, thé hién trong
hau hét cac ndi dung cua 18 hoi va duge quy cach hoa thanh nhitng
gia tri vin hoa cdt yéu bén virng cua dan toc.

2.1.2. Déi véi phong tuc, tdp qudn

Phong tuc, tap quén la hé théng cac quy tac, yéu cAu doi hoi
dugc xac 1ap nham cung ¢d nhitng mau muc giao tiép, tmg xir trong
cac cong dong ngudi. Cac quy tic sinh hoat cong cong lau doi caa
con nguoi duge hinh thanh qua qua trinh lich st 13p di 1ap lai nhiéu
1an, tr& thanh thoi quen trong lao dong, trong cudc séng hing ngay
va trong bao vé moi truong cia cac cong dong xa hoi’.

Ciing nhu céc dan toc khac, ngudi Khmer c6 nhiing phong tuc,
tdp quan riéng cta minh, gin lién v6i cude sbng, véi vong doi
ngudi, cac nghi 18 trong chu ky lao dong san xuat. Tt ca cac nghi
1€ trong phong tuc tip quéan do lai chira dung yéu t6 Phat gido Nam
tong. Hién nay, nguoi Khmer ¢ Gidng Riéng con nhitng phong tuc,
tap quéan nhu sau:
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Pithi kit chip (tuc giap tudi): Khi con trai dugc 12 tudi, gia
dinh t6 chirc 18 giap tudi dé mimg va ciing dé ta on than thanh da
phu hé cho con ho dugc khoe manh; 18 nay con c¢é ¥ nghia xua dudi
ma quy khong cho dén gan dira tré.

Pithi Apea Pipea (tuc cudi hoi): L& cudi cua ngudi Khmer &
Giong Riéng duoc t6 chirc theo nghi 18 truyén thong va ludn c6 su
hién dién cta nha su dé tung kinh. Ho quan niém viéc nay sé dem
lai hanh phuc cho doi tré.

Kathin nat tean (tuc dang 4o ca sa): Danh cho cac nha su, bat
dau sau ngay xuit ha, tir ngdy 16/9 dén 15/10 4m lich. O Gidng
Riéng, mdi chuia chi dugc to chirc 18 Kathin mot 1an va do nha chua
quyét dinh ngay t6 chirc 18,

Tuc chiic tho: Khi 6ng ba, cha me, thdy c6 dén tudi thi con chau
t6 chtc chuc tho nham thé hién 1ong hiéu kinh. Trong bubi 1& c6
nha su tung niém dé cau phudc cho nhimg ngudi co6 on duge séng
khoe manh va séng tho.

Bon sdp (ddm ma) ma ngudi Khmer & Gidng Riéng hay noi 1a
“Bon 6t sop”: Theo quan niém cia ngudi Khmer & Gidong Riéng,
chét khong phai 13 sy chim dat, ma linh hon cua nguoi chét van
con ton tai & thé gidi bén kia, chét 1a tra hét no doi, 1a giai thoat.
Ngay khi con séng mdi ngudi Khmer dé c6 tim nguyén khi chét
dugc gui tro cdt 1én chua, dé duoc gin giii Phat®. Nguoi Khmer
chét s& hoa tang, mot sb it dia ting giébng nhu ngudi Kinh, c6
truong hop dia tang mot thoi gian sau d6 ldy cdt 1én hoa tang,
truong hop nay hién nay ¢ huyén Gidng Riéng khong con. Trong
khi @6 ngudi Khmer & tinh Tra Vinh va Soc Tring van con phong
tuc dia tang, mot thoi gian sau ldy c6t 1én hoa tang giri vao chua.
Nguoi Khmer quan niém rang “song gui cta, thac guri ct™
su sdi va Acha c6 mit sudt trong qué trinh 1am tang 1&, nhung nhin
chung dam tang cia nguoi Khmer ¢ Gidng Riéng don gian va

. Cac vi

khong quéa bi luy vi ho tin ring nguoi chét di vé v6i Phat. Tuy
nhién, ddm tang cua cac vi su sai dugc td chirc linh dinh va long
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trong hon dé thé hién sy ton kinh cua Phat tir ddi voi cac vi su sii -
hién than cua Phat. Trudce day, ngudi Khmer & Gidng Riéng thudng
hoa tang & nhitng khoang dét trong gan nha hodc thd ting trong
khuon vién chua, tam liém so sai. Phong tuc nay da gy anh huong
dén moi truong. Ngay nay, tai cac chua déu co 10 hoa tang, nhung
van rat so sai, dt bang cui, khoi va mui tir viéc hoa tang thudng
lan rdng ra xung quanh, mot s6 ho dan con tu td chirc hoa tang tai
nha. Pay 1a van dé ma céc to chirc doan thé & Gidng Riéng rat quan
tam tuyén truyén van dong ho hoa tang tip trung tai chua, ngan
sach hang nam c6 hd trg cho viéc xay dung, stra chita cac 1o hoa
tang tai chua.

Bonda (tuc dang phudc): Nguoi Khmer & Gidong Riéng thuong
goi tat 1a “dam lam phudc”, phong tuc nay giéng nhu “dam man
tudn” cta nguoi Kinh & Nam Bo. T chirc khi ngudi chét duge bay
ngdy (d6i voi tré con) hay chin ngay (d6i véi ngudi 10n) nham dang
phtc lanh cho ngudi di khuat. Trong 1& dang phuc c¢é cac nghi thirc
Phat gido dan xen.

Bon khuop 100 thngai, khuop chnam (tuc lam gid): Lé nay duoc
td chuc khi nguoi chét duoc 100 ngay hodc mdt ndm, thi nguoi
trong gia dinh t6 chic dam gid dé twong nhd va cau phude cho
vong hdn nguoi chét. Vao budi tdi, ho moi su sdi dén tung kinh,
sang hom sau dang com cho céc vi su sii, sau khi ding com thi tiép
tuc doc kinh va két thic budi 1&.

Tuc di tu: Nguoi Khmer c6 cau: “Nguoi khong duge tu trong
chiia 1a ngudi c6 nhiéu 6i 1i trong doi sdng”. Con trai Khmer 16n
1én phai di tu, tu khong phai dé thanh Phat ma dé bao hiéu vira dé
hoc 1am ngudi ¢6 tu cach, co dao dirc, o tri tug, tu la dé tich phude
cho gia dinh. Nguo1 Khmer tir khi sinh ra da 1a Phat tu, 16n 1én lai
duoc gido duc theo gido 1y cua Phat gido.

Pithi kat sdk bdng kdk chmdp (tuc cat toc tra on mu): Puoc t6
chirc khi dira tré chao doi duoc bay ngay, trong 1 nay dira tré sé
duoc cit toc hay cao dAu, cot chi dé cAu cho mau 16n, manh khoe
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va sdng lau, thanh dat, dong thoi ciing 1a dé cling bai tra on ba my
da phu ho cho viéc sinh né dugc binh an. Ngay nay, tai huyén
Gidng Riéng, tuc nay chi con luu truyén qua 10i ké. Riéng tuc budc
chi do dé cau chuc su tot dep, may mén, stc khoe cho khach moi,
than nhan van con.

Nhitng phong tuc tdp quan trén ddy di cho thiy tdm anh huong
siu rong ctia Phat gido trong doi séng Khmer. Doi véi nguoi
Khmer & Giong Riéng, gido 1y Phét gido ludn ton tai trong suy
nghi, niém tin va hanh dong ctia mdi nguoi, boi tir khi mai sinh ra
ho hién nhién 1a Phat t&r. Su s3i 1a hién than ctia Phat, ho thay mat
Phat dé phd d¢ chiing sinh. Nguoi Khmer khi duogc cac s nhan do
cing dudng déu thiy vinh hanh va thdy minh da tao phudc. Nguoi
Khmer ¢ Giong Riéng quan niém séng giri ctia vao chuia, chét gui
¢t vao chua. Ho khong lo ban than minh trong hién tai, ma chi lo
c6 tién dé gop xay chua, lo cho su sdi dé tao phuc cho kiép sau
dugc 1én Niét Ban. Hanh phuc cta ho da giri hét vao chua va tinh
than da dya hét vao Phat.

2.2. Poi véi mét s6 linh vwe ciia doi song xa hi

2.2.1. Ngon ngir

Nguodi Khmer & Gidng Riéng tir khi sinh ra va 16n 1én da dugc
song trong mot moi truong thuan nhat, nén viéc biét néi tiéng me
dé 1a tat yéu. Nguoi Khmer ludn ding tiéng néi ciia dan toc minh
dé giao duc thé hé sau. Du st dung tiéng noi, chir viét phd thong
trong sinh hoat, nhung khi vé véi gia dinh ho giao tiép véi nhau
van la tiéng Khmer. Viéc hoc chit Khmer va chit Pali duge t6 chuc
tai cac chua hodc tai cac truong dan toc nodi tri. Mot s6 it nguoi
Khmer séng xen k& v6i dan toc khac nén ho ndi tiéng Khmer con
han ché, mot sé it nguoi gia, nguoi khong co dicu kién di hoc
khong biét viét chit Khmer va Pali.

O linh vyuc nay, Phat gido Nam tong & Gidng Riéng dong mot
vai tro rat quan trong trong viéc bao ton va luu giit tiéng noi, chir
viét Khmer va Pali, khi ma toan huyén chi c6 mot trudong phd thong
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dan toc noi tra voi khoang 250-300 hoc sinh mdi nam. Cac chua
trong huyén di gop phan giai quyét nhu ciu hoc chir Khmer, tr&
thanh noi day ngén ngir, su sii 1a thay gido. Hing nim vao dip nghi
hé, cac chua déu to chirc 16p hoc song ngit dé gbp phan giit gin
tiéng noi va chir viét Khmer. Cac dip hé tir nim 2014 dén nim
2018, c6 13/14 diém chua c6 t6 chic day chit Khmer véi 265 16p
va 7.155 em theo hoc. C6 10/14 diém chua c6 thu vién, du 16n nho
khac nhau, déu trang bj sach, bao, tai, liéu, tivi, video...°.

Tuy nhién, trong qué trinh cong cu, su tac dong cua cudc séng
doi hoi ngudi Khmer phai tiép thu nhiéu ludng van hoéa khac nhau.
Cudc song phai thich nghi v&i su thay dbi ctia x4 hoi... di 1am
cho céc gia tri vin hoa, trong d6 c6 ngdn ngi, chit viét c6 nguy co
mai mét. Viéc day va hoc chix Viét, tiéng nodi cua dan tdc dang gap
rat nhiéu kho khan. Phan 16n cac em nhé chi duge hoc vao cac dip
hé, khong du thoi gian dé c6 thé doc, viét, néi mot cach thuan
thuc. Bén canh d6, kinh phi, sich gido khoa ciing 1a vin dé. Mot
nguyén nhan khac 13, trudc day tuc di tu bao hiéu con duoc thanh
nién Khmer tich cuc tham gia nhu mét nghia vu cao ca va bét
budc, nhung nay do diéu kién kinh té, ho phai bé x& di lam &n xa,
khong vao chua tu hodc tu voi thoi gian ngan hon. Tir d6, khong
du thoi gian dé luc luong nay tiép tuc hoc chit Khmer, co rat
nhiéu thanh nién huyén Gidng Riéng ngay nay néi thao tiéng me
dé nhung lai khong viét duge, mot sb it noi khong thong thao va
khong biét viét.

2.2.2. Van hoc nghé thuat

Vin hoc dan gian Khmer rat phong phi, gdm tuc ngir, dan ca,
truyén dan gian. Tuc ngit Khmer thuong 1a nhiing tong két vé kinh
nghiém hay nhitng nhan xét va khuyén ran, dugc goi chung la
Xophia — Xét. Pic diém ndi bat cta truyén dan gian, truyén thuyét
Khmer 1a “phan anh nét dac thu trong qua trinh khai thién, 1ap dia,
mé mang dia phéan trén ving dong bang séng nude Ciru Long sinh
liy, hoang vu, ngép nudc va nhiéu tha di”'".
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Bén canh d6 con c6 cac tac pham dugce chép trén cac tap la
budng, thudng goi 1a Sa-tra ruong (Sa-tra truyén)'?. Hién nay &
Giong Riéng van con luu truyén bén loai chinh nhu sau: Sa-tra
ruong, Sa-tra 10 beng (Sa-tra giai tri), Sa-tra cho bap (Sa-tra luat
gido huin), Sa-tra tés (Sa-tra kinh ké).

Qua khao sat tai cac chua, theo 101 ké cua su sdi, hién van hoc
dan gian Khmer ¢ Giong Riéng vAn con luu truyén nhiing cu
chuyén nhu Riahu (sy tich nhat thuc, nguyét thuc), Nang
Meékhalang (giai thich hién twong sim sét), Mot kiép ludn hoi...
Vin hoc dan gian Khmer & Gidong Riéng hién van con luu truyén
nhitng cau chuyén giai thich vé cac 1& hoi truyén thong déan toc,
mang dam ddu an cua Phat gido Nam tong, nhu: Chol Chnam
Thmay, Sene Bon Ta, Okombok,...

Qua 10i ké cua nhitng ngudi Khmer 16n tudi tai Gidong Riéng ma
chung t6i dugc tiép can'®, cac thé hé trong gia dinh thuong hay
dung ca dao, tuc ngir, bai hat dan gian mang y nghia gido duc dé
day d con chau doi sau. Kho tang tuc ngit, ca dao, dan gian cua
ngudi Khmer ngoai viée luu truyén 101 day ciia ngudi xua vé cach
lam nguoi, vé phong tuc tip quan, con c6 nhimg cau ca dao, tuc
ngit luu truyén 10i day cua Phat, nhu: “Ngudi khong duogce tu 13 toi
16i”; “Cheo xudng ding quén cay dam, ngudi theo dao ding quén
chua chién”; “Mudn biét phai hoi A cha. Mudn an hoa qua phai dot
gbc cdy”; “Vuon khong quén rimg, ngudi theo dao khong quén
chua”; “Nudc chdy chua bao gio mét, Phat chua bao gio gian”™;
“Luc tré phai biét trau doi tri thire, 16n 1én phai biét giir ctia, dén khi
gia phai biét tu than, luc lia tran phai biét niém Phat”,. ..

Nghé thuat Khmer thé hién r& nét nhét trén hai linh vuc: nghé
thuat biéu dién va ngh¢ thuat tao hinh. Di v6i nghé thuat biéu dién,
¢6 céc loai hinh nhu Du K&, san khidu R6 Bam, 4m nhac, mua... Tat
ca cac loai hinh nghé thuat biéu dién nay it nhiéu déu chiu anh
huéng ctia nhac 1& Phat giao. Nhung theo da phat trién va trong qua
trinh cung sinh séng voi cac dan tdc Kinh, Hoa, Cham... chung da
trd nén gan giii hon véi doi sdng ngudi Khmer va mang hoi hudng
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cta Am nhac ving séng nuéc Nam Bo. Hién & Gidng Riéng khong
con luu gitr sach huéng dan hay ghi chép lai cac loai hinh nghé thuat
biéu dién trén, tuy nhién cac su sdi, nghé nhan 16n tudi co thé hudng
dan cho moi ngudi biéu dién cac didu maa, biéu didn 4m nhac bang
chinh tri nhé va kinh nghiém ctia minh, c6 mdt s it ngh¢ nhan va
cac vi sai ca, cac vi thudc ban quan tri ghi chép lai trong ) tay.

Nhung ¢6 mét thyc té dang budn 1a nhidu nim qua & nhiéu chua
trén dia ban huyén da khong con dién R6 Bam nira, vi cac nghé
nhan cta 16p trude nay da mat, 10p tré khong ai truyén day, mit
khac 1a kinh phi dé phuc dyng va mua sim dao cu, tip luyén khong
¢6 hodc khong du. Tai cac chua Gidng P4, Thac Lac, Thanh Loi,
mot thoi ¢6 cac loai hinh nghé thuat biéu dién rat s6i ndi cia nguoi
Khmer, nhung nay chi con lai mdt ) dung cu biéu dién nhu mat
na, mii mio, dam... Hién nay, tai cac chua con duy tri va gin giit
duoc ca mua nhac va Du Ké. Pay duoc xem 1a tam huyét va 1a tinh
than dan toc cua cac vi su sdi va ngudi Khmer truée nhing kho
khan khi hoi nhap va giao thoa van hoa, su canh tranh cia cac loai
hinh nghé thuét ciing phan nao tac dong dén thi hiéu, sd thich cua
nguoi thudng thirc.

Chua Khmer ¢ Gidng Riéng 1a mot cong trinh mang tinh nghé
thudt, 1a noi thé hién rd nhét tinh hoa van héa kién trc Khmer.
Nhing nét kién tric ciia chiia con thé hién triét 1y Phat gido rat sdu
sdc, 1a sy hoa quyén giita Phat gido va Ba la mén gido. Chua Phat
gido Nam tong c6 thé noi vira 14 trung tdm van hoa vira 1a khong
gian van hoa dic sic. Ngoai tugng Phat, trong chiia con c6 cac
tuong than Ba la mon gido da dung hop véi tu twong Phat gido
hodc tu twong Khmer. Chiia ¢6 ca cac tuong linh vat trong truyén
thuyét, nhu: than rin Naga, twong rong, twong Reach cha sei.

Ho1 hoa Khmer dugc thé hién qua céc buc tranh vé trong chinh
dién, trén tran nha hodc trén cac vach tudng cia chua. Nhitng birc
tranh ké vé cudc doi cua dirc Phat trong sudt hanh trinh xut gia, tu
hanh, dic dao, nhap Niét Ban... Rdi cac bic tranh vé cac vi than
Ba la moén gido.
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2.2.3. Gido duc va chuan muc dao dirc

Phat gido Nam tong chi tho Phat Thich ca, khong tho cac vi Bo
Tat'. P6i voi chang trai Khmer, muén dugc coi 1a nguoi c6 dao
dutc, phai di tu va hoc tai chua. Nguoi Khmer du tu ¢ chua hay &
nha du tu coi minh 1a con cta Phat. Trong quan ni€ém cua nguoi
Khmer, tu khéng phai dé tro thanh Phat, ma tu 1a dé 1am nguoi. Vi
thé, “du 1a su sii ¢ chua hay dan ching tai thé thi déu phai rén
luyén theo dao phap: tho gidi, bd thi, niém”'>.

Hinh thtc gido duc “trudng-chua” di gin lién voi Phat gido
Nam tong Khmer & Giong Riéng tir lau doi. Tu tap 14 phai hoc va
thuc hanh gidi luat, 1a kiéng cit nhitng diéu khong duoc lam nham
khic ché duc vong cua ban than, tir bo viée 4c, thuc hanh viée thién
dé dat dén su giai thoat. Gi6i luat quy dinh cho ting ddi twong
riéng: PGi véi tin dd tai gia phai thuc hién “Ngii gi¢i” va thap
thién; sa-di phai gitr 105 gidi; ti kheo phai thuc hién day du cac
gidi, goi 1a “Cy tuc giéi” gdbm 250 gidi.

Dbi v6i 6 gai Khmer, qua trinh gido duc duoc tién hanh lién tuc
va c6 su dinh huéng vé gidi 16 rang. Trong doi séng truyén thong,
khi viéc di tu dbi v6i chang trai 1a phd bién, tu trong thoi gian dai,
thi c6 gai lai khong nhu vay, tuy nhién ho cling dugc di hoc chir ¢
chua. C6 gai chu yéu c6 vai tro trong gia dinh. Ho phai dam duong
viéc ndi trg, chim soc, day do con cai nhiéu hon... Trong thoi gian
nay, ho cling dugc hoc cac bai hoc v& van hoa va y thuc dugc vé
ban than minh. Trudc kia, mot trong nhitng tuc quan trong nhat d6i
v6i ¢ gai trude khi 14y chong 1a tuc Chol mo lip (vio bong mat).
Ngoai viéc danh du su truong thanh cua cd gai, né con dé cao vai
tro clia ngudi phu nit trong cong ddng'S.

Tai Giong Riéng, tré em 1én 5-6 tudi dugc cho vao chia hoc chi.
Bén canh viéc hoc chix, cac em duge hoc vé kién thirc van hoa, vé
phong tuc tap quén dan toc, tham gia vao cac sinh hoat van hoa,
tung kinh, niém Phat vao cac dip 1€ hoi ton gido, 1& hoi dan toc,
dam cuéi, ddm ma... Chinh céc sinh hoat vin hoa nay di truyén thy
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cho cac thé hé Khmer nhiing chuén muc dao dirc cua dan toc minh.
D6 1a mot moi truong vira gido duc vira trai nghiém, 1am céc chuan
muc dao dire tir do ngém sau va dinh hudéng cac hanh vi ctua ho
sudt doi.

Két luan

Ngudi Khmer d4 sinh séng tir 1au trén ving dat Giong Riéng va
cling v6i qua trinh lich sir, hé thong t6 chirc xa hoi va doi sdng cua
ngudi Khmer da c6 nhiéu thay dbi dé phu hop véi sy déi méi cua
dat nudce, vi du nhu noi sinh séng ciia cong dong Khmer duge goi
la phum, soc, va & Giéng Riéng c6 thém tén goi la ép, mot don vi
cong dong dan cu gidng nhu nguoi Kinh. Tin ngudng, ton gido,
phong tuc tip quén, 1& hoi dan toc, 18 hoi ton gido co phan thay doi,
c6 nhitng 1& hoi di dugc luge bét nghi thire, co nhitng phong tuc
hién nay khong con, nhung Phat gido Nam tong van 13 ton gido cua
dan toc Khmer.

Ngoi chiia Phat giao Nam tong 1 noi thé hién tam tu tinh cam, sy
gdn bo cuia Phat tir dbi voi Phat gido Nam tong, sy doan két cta dan
toc Khmer trong qua trinh sinh séng cung cac dan toc khac trén
manh dat Gidng Riéng, 13 noi dién ra 18 hoi nhu mot dip dé cong
ddng dan toc nay thé hién ban sic va chua duge xem 13 trung tim luu
giit, bao ton nhimg thu tich ¢, kinh sach, 14 noi truyén thu gido Iy
kinh dién cua Phat gido, 1 noi day chir Pali cho cac thé hé Khmer.
Chua gan giéng nhu trudng, thyc hién chic ning gido duc cho nguoi
Khmer tir khi con rat nho, cac su sii trong chia dugc ton sung nhu
hién than cua Phat, 13 nguoi thiy khai sang “v6 minh” cho Phat tir.
Nhu vy, chiia v6i chire ning x3 hoi ctia minh d phan 4nh sic thai
vin hoa ciia ngudi Khmer noi ddy. Ciing chinh chire ning d6 da gin
chat nguoi Khmer véi Phat gido Nam tong. Véi ho, viée xa roi chua
cling chinh 1a ty danh mét ban sic van hoa cua dan toc minh. Cho
dén nay, trai qua thoi gian kha dai, ngudi Khmer cung sinh séng
v6i cac dan toc khac, nhung ban sdc van hoa cua ho van dugc thé
hién mot cach dic sic va rd nét, boi Phat gido Nam tong da gop
phan quan trong va cbt yéu trong viéc c¢d két cong dong nay.
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Tuy nhién, bén canh nhitng anh hudng tich cyc, con mot vai
nhirng han ché, nhit 1a cic nghi 1& con rudm ra, hoat dong ton
gido dd mang mau sic thyc dung... do vy, Phat gidio Nam tong
Khmer cin d6i méi dé hoa nhip voi doi séng xa hoi hién dai. Dé
Phat gido Nam tong phat huy hiéu qua cac anh hudng tich cuc cta
minh dén doi sdng vin hoa tinh than ngudi Khmer ¢ Gidng Riéng
thi can thiét phai co cac giai phap thiét thyc. Ban Quan tri tai cac
chua Phat gido Nam tong Khmer, Ho1 déng Tri sy Gido hoi Phat
gido & cap tinh, Trung wong Gido hoi Phat gido Viét Nam can co
ké hoach dao tao, bdi dudng doi ngii chirc sic tré trong Phat gido
Nam tong Khmer du stc ké thira vé& 1au dai trong viéc phat huy
chanh phap va tham gia vao cong tac t6 chirc, cong tac lanh dao
cuia gido hoi cac cap. Tang sinh khong chi hoc kinh dién Khmer
ma con phai hoc kinh dién cua cac hé phai Phat gido khac, cta cac
t6n gido ban dé co su so sanh, dung hop cho mot nén gido 1y tién
bo, sdu sic, bén virng va hoi nhdp. Bén canh do, gido duc bé“mg
tiéng Khmer thoi chua du, con phai ting cudng thoi luong hoc
tiéng phd thong, hoc thém tiéng qudc té thong dung (tiéng Anh),
tiéng mot s6 nude c6 Phat gido Nam tong (tiéng Thai) dé truyén
dat 101 Phat day dén tat ca moi nguoi, giao luu véi quéc té va thuc
hién t6t cong tac ddi ngoai nhan dan. Phét gido Nam tong Khmer
can dau tu dao tao nhdn sy c6 dic c6 tai, ting cuong bdi dudng
dao hanh chu ting ngdy mot phat trién, Phét gido Nam tong mudn
thie hanh gido 1y Phat gido dem hanh phuc dén cho nhan dan thi
phai hoc, hiéu, nim bt kip thoi sy phat trién vé moi mat, ké ca
nhirng thay doi vé tdm 1y con ngudi trong cudc sdng hién dai. Bén
canh d6 phai chu dong hoc tap, bdi dudng su hiéu biét vé chu
truong, chinh sach, phép luat; xay dung va hinh thanh y thuc
chinh tri; khong nging trau ddi dao hanh, cung ¢ niém tin, uy tin
ddi véi tin do.

Phat gido Nam tong luén dong vai trd chu dao trong viéc bao
ton va phat huy gia tri vin hoa Khmer, 1a nhan té cbt 18i trong gia
tri van hoa Khmer. Tur vai trd quan trong dé6 ma Phat gido Nam
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tong c6 nhitng anh huéng nhit dinh ddi voi doi séng vin hoa tinh
than nguoi Khmer. Viét Nam trong thoi ky hoi nhap quéc té, dang
trén da thyc hién chu truong “cong nghiép hoa, hién dai hoa dét
nuédc”, doi hoi cac cdp cac nganh phai ¢ bién phap dé phat huy
anh hudng tich cyc, han ché anh huong tiéu cuc cua tin ngudng,
ton gido trong doi sdng vin héa tinh thdn cta ngudi Khmer,
huéng té1 mot doi séng van hoa lanh manh, tinh thin dan toc
trong sang, doan két ciing cac dan toc trong xay dung va phat trién
kinh té-xa hoi dia phwong. /.
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Abstract

THERAVADA IN CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL LIFE OF
THE KHMER IN GIONG RIENG DISTRICT, KIEN GIANG
PROVINCE

Ngo Sach Thuc

The Central Committee of the Vietnam Fatherland Front

Nguyen Thi Hoa Nau
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Theravada Buddhism has been introduced in Vietnam for a long

time, following the path of missionaries from India to Sri Lanka,

Myanmar, Thailand, and Cambodia and spread to the southern

provinces of Vietnam included Kien Giang province. By the twelfth

century, a Khmer Buddhist community was formed and the first

temple was built in Rach Gia (Kien Giang) in 1412, which was the

Angkor Chum Vong Sa temple. Over the years, Theravada created

the cultural identity of the Khmer people. This article presents the

influences of Theravada on the cultural and spiritual life of the

Khmer in Giong Rieng district, Kien Giang province in the current
period.

Keywords: Theravada Buddhism; Khmer; Giong Rieng; Kien
Giang.



