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NGUYEN THE NAM*

NGHIEN CUU VE KE GIANG CONG GIAO VIET NAM NUA
CUOI THE KY XIX QUA KHAO CUU “SACH DAY NHUNG
VIEC KE GIANG PHAI LAM TRONG NUOC A NAM”

Tom tdt: Ké giang, thay giang la nhitng nguoi Cong gido bdn
dia dwoc lya chon va dao tao dé tré thanh dgi ngii cong sy quan
trong Ciia cdc gido si thira sai trong qué trinh truyén ba Cong
gi4o vao Viét Nam. Cusn Sach day nhiing viéc ké giang phdi
lam trong nuwée A Nam ra doi vao niza cuoi thé ky XIX, véi ngi
dung quy dinh nhimng viéc phai lam va khong dwoc lam cua ké
gidng, doi V6i ban thdan va déi véi ngwoi khac trong qua trinh
sinh séng va thyc hién chire trach cia minh. Nhitng quy dinh rat
cu thé dé ciing la nhitng dép dn Iy gidi Vi sao céc thira sai Cong
gido ddc biét coi trong phat trién déi ngii nay. Thudt ngik “ké
gidng” trong lich sir dan dwoc thay thé bang thugt ngir “thay
gidng”, nhung cho dén nay, ca hai thudt ngit nay déeu khong con
dwroc sir dung phé bién. Bai viét nay ngoai viéc gidi thi¢u cu thé
vé lai lich va tac gid cudn sdch, con diém qua ngi dung va ban
thém vé vi tri cua Sach day nhing viéc ké giang phai 1am trong
miede A Nam, ciing nhuw vé Vi tri va vai trd cia doi ngii ké giang
doi véi Cong gido Viét Nam trong béi canh lich siz diong thoi.
Tir khoa: Sach day; thdy giang; Cong gido; Viét Nam.
1. Giéi thiéu chung vé Sach day nhing viéc ké giang phdi 1am
trong nwéc A Nam
1.1. Vé lai lich cuén sach
Thong tin vé Sach day nhiing viéc ké giang phai 1am trong nuéc A
Nam dugc ghi trong cudn sach c6 tya d&& Muc luc thu tich Han Ném
tang trir tai Hoi thura sai Ba-Lé (Inventaire des ouvrages en Han Nom

*Vién Nghién ctru Ton gido, Vién Han 1am Khoa hoc x& hoi Viét Nam.
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36 Nghién clru Ton gido. S6°8 - 2021

conservés aux Missions Etrangéres)l. Trong dé tén sach duoc dich
sang tiéng Phéap 13 “Livre pour les catéchistes en Annam” (Cudn s&ch
danh cho gido ly vién An Nam). Tuy nhién, “sau Cach mang 1789,
Hoi Truyén gido Nudc ngodi Paris bi giai tan, cac sach trong thu vién
duoc dem vé thu vién qudc gia: hién nay Thu vién Richelieu-Paris’?
nén rat co thé cuén sach Nom dao nay ciing c6 chung dic diém nhu
trén. Sach day viéc ké giang phai lam trong nuéc A Nam duoc St
dung cho nghién citu ndy duoc mot hoc gia nguoi Phap goc Viét cung
cap ban photocopy. Pay 1a cubn sach hoan toan dwgc khic in bang
chir Nom, thé chir chan twong dbi d& nhan mit chir, tdng sé trang dém
dugc 1a 94 trang va mot trang tén sach.

Nhirng ghi chép trén bia sach cling ghi rd nguoi cho “san thuat”,
“truyén ti” (cho in) sach 1a Giam muc Ca-rd-16 Khiém. Nam sach
dugc in 1a ndm 1866. Khong cé thong tin vé nha in. TAc gia Nguyen
Quang Hong cho biét Sach day viée ké giang phai lam trong nudc A
Nam (1866) 1a mét trong sé nhiing cudn sach duoc in lai nhiéu lan,
trong d6 c6 1an in lai tai Phat Diém nam 1909°,

Ngay trong dong dau tién trong phan 10i noi dau cua sach da ghi:
“Bon day viéc ké giang phai lam trong nudc An Nam”, didu nay noi
rd tinh chat va muc tiéu cua cudn sach nay. Vay sach bon 1a gi ? Theo
dinh nghia ciia Tir dién Cong gido, “Sach bon (N A): viét tat cia
sach can bon dao duc theo Kitd gido. Sach bon con dugc goi 1a bon, 13
tir ¢d chi sach gido ly toat yéu cua Hoi Thanh Céng gido, viét cho
nguoi Viét xua™.

Diém dang chu y 1a co su khac biét vé& danh xung “A Nam” (¢ dau
dé sach) voi “An Nam” (O trong phan 10i noéi ddu cua sach). Phai
ching nguoi in sach dd nham 14an, hay vi mét 1y do nao d6 lién quan
dén viéc gitr an toan cho nhitng nguoi so hiru cuén sach nay ma danh
xung A Nam duoc dung thay cho danh xung An Nam? O day chiing
t6i thién vé gia thuyét thir hai.

Thong tin thém vé giam muc Ca-ro-16 Khiém:

Dwva vao dong chir Nom Gidm muc Ca-r6-16 Khiém san thuat
truyén tir s& rat kho hinh dung duoc nhan vat nay 1a ai, chi c6 thé chic
chan tén Viét cua 6ng la Khiém. Nhung cin cir vao dong chir trén thu
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muc trong cubn Muc luc thu tich Han Ném tang trix tai Hoi Thira sai
Paris (Inventaire des ouvrages en Han NOm conservés aux Missions
Etrangéres): “Publié¢ par Mgr Charles Jeantet” va “Tonkin occidental”
va nam an ban (1866), thi c6 thé khang dinh ngudi cho xuat ban sach
la Charles Jeantet, tai dia phan phia Tay caa mién Béc Viét Nam (theo
cach phan chia cua Gido hoi Cong giao).

Truong B4 Can trong Lich sir phét trién Cong gido ¢ Viét Nam
(Tap 2) da viét vé Giam muc Charles Jeantet nhu sau: “Duc giam muc
Chales Hubert Jeantet, c6 tén Viét Nam la Khiém, sinh ngay
04/11/1792; gia nhap Hoi Truyén gido Nudc ngoai Paris thang
10/1818; 1én duong sang Pang Ngoai ngay 19/01/1819; duoc tin
phong gidm muc hiéu toa Pentacomie, lam phé dai dién Téng toa Tay
Dang Ngoai sau khi Dirc gidm muc Retord-Liéu tir tran (22/10/1858).

Chi mdy thang sau khi Ién nim quyén ngay 6/3/1861, Pic Giam
muc Jeantet-Khiém da tan phong Thira sai Theurel 1am giam muc pho.
Tuy nhién trong nhitng nam chién tranh Phap-Viét mdi Ilc mot &c liét,
hai vi gidm muc, chanh va pho, déu phai tron an, hoat dong rat han ché.

Khi hoa udc 5/6/1862 dugc ky két, Biac Giam muc Jeantet-Khiém
da o tudi 70, sic khoe toi t&, sy minh man sa sut: trong cac thu tir gii
Paris va Roma, cé4c thira sai Phap ludn than phién 1a dija phan thiéu
lanh dao va khan thiét yéu cau cac bé trén mot giai phap, nhung Paris
va Roma van im liang cho téi khi Puc Giam muc Jeantet-Khiém tir
tran ngay 24/7/1866 tai Chung vién Hoang Nguyén, an tang tai Ké
Non, sau dugc cai tang trong nha tho Ké S¢7°.

Trong cac sach lich sir Cng gido khéc chi ¢6 nhitng dong ngan gon
gidi thiéu vé Ca-ro-16 Khiém®. Tap thé tac gia cuén Giam muc ngudi
nudc ngoai qua chang duong 1659-1975 véi cac giao phan Viét Nam
dua ra kha nhiéu thong tin vé “Pirc cha Jeantet” véi nhiing cong sy
clia 6ng va nhiig viéc ong da lam trong cudc doi truyén gido cla
minh tai khu vic phia bic Viét Nam’.

Nguyén Hung trong So thao thu muc Han Ném Céng giao cho biét
c6 5 cudn sach chit Ném do giam muc Ca-ro-16 Khiém soan, dich,
hodc cho in®, gdm: Sach giang sy thuong khé Pic Chla Gié-su (in
nam 1863, con nguyén ven), Sach day sy danh giac thiéng liéng (in
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nam 1864, con nguyén ven), Tw chung yéu ly (Day vé bdn su cudi, in
nim 1864, da thit lac), Sach xét minh hing ngay (in nim 1865, con
nguyén ven), Giang bay phép cuc trong Sa-ca-ra-men-t6 (in nam
1865, con nguyén ven). Nhung tai liéu trén cua linh muc Nguyén
Hung khong liét ké cubn Sach day viéc ké giang phai lam trong nudc
A Nam. Diéu nay 12 mot dau chi cho thdy duong nhu cubn nay sach
khéng duoc phd bién rong tai Viét Nam.

Nhu vay, gidm muc Ca-ro-16 Khiém (1792-1866) da co gan nua thé
ky hoat dong tai Viét Nam, trai qua nhitng thoi Ky kho khan, thir thach
4c liét nhat cua Cong gido Viét Nam ma khong bi bat, chung to su
théng hiéu Viét Nam va kha ning che chd cua tin dd Cong gido ddi
Véi vi “chi chan” nay.

1.2. Vé néi dung ciia Sach day viéc ké giang phai lam trong nwéc
A Nam

Noi dung séch c6 thé gop vao hai nhdm van dé chinh, dugc néu
trong cac “doan”: Nhimg diéu ban than ké giang dugc hoic khong
duoc 1am ddi véi ban than; va nhimg diéu ban than ké giang duoc
hodc khong duge 1am ddi voi ngudi khéc. Toan vin cudn sach duoc
viét bang chit Ndém theo ngit phap duong thoi, tac tiéng Viét thé ky
X1X, ¢6 nhiéu diém khéc biét so vai tiéng Viét hién nay vén dugc viét
bang chit Quéc ngir va da trai qua nhiéu lan cai tién.

1.2.1. Nhitng diéu ké giang phdi lam dé tu dieong ban than

Nguyén vin ciia “doan” nay la: “Nhiing viéc ké giang phai lam vé
phan coi séc minh”, duoc quy dinh trong doan thir nhat, gom 30 diéu.
Theo do:

Nguyén nhan cta su xuét hién ké giang theo sach nay 1a “Duc Chua
Troi da mo long cho dang bé trén chon lay ké giang cho dugc lam
nhiing Vviéc rat trong la gidp linh hon ngudi ta cho dugc ri, dy 1a lam
cling mét viée nhu Bic Chda Troi Chi Thu cing céc thanh tong d6°°.

Yéu cau d6i voi ké giang 13 “trong cac viéc lam thi phai ¢ y cho
cha ca séng, vdi cho dao thanh Birc Chla Troi mot ngay mét thinh, vi
vay cho duoc dé lam nhiing viéc 4y cho nén thi phai ning suy ngam

nhitng diéu sau nay ma sira minh cho ¢ sicc mot ngay mot hon™0.
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C6 thé tém luoc nhitng quy dinh phai lam d6i voi ké giang 1a: Dat
tron niém tin vao Chua, vang phuc Chia; “giit nhan dac sach s&”;
khéng chuyén trd véi ngudi nit, hodc c6 viéc can phai hoi hay 1a day
dd thi & noi trong, dimg ndi noi kin hay 1a ving ngudi; tim cach cho
dugc gitp linh hdn nguoi khac bét ké khi nao c6 co hoi: day d tré
nho, khuyén ké ngoai dao khong quan kho khan, vui voi cong viéc;
lam viéc, hoc hanh chim chi; dén dau thi phai thim viéng an ui nguoi
bm, yéu, day dd tré em cung ké mé muoi, khuyén bao ké bo dao tro
lai, giang cho ké ngoai dao, hoic cé ndi véi ai thi phai ndi nhirmg diéu
vé Puc Chia Troi, Chia Giésu, cic thanh da lam vi bén dao; vui voi
nhimg gi minh dugc hudng; khiém nhuong; hién lanh, mo duong cho
ké c6 t6i duogc tro lai, khién nguoi ngoai dao khen ngoi Céng giao, ra
sirc day dd ké qué mua cing dét nat; phai xung toi mot thang mot lan;
di giang dau khi méi dén noi thi quy gdi lay thanh thién than cai noi
ay xin xua dudi quy ra khoi dy, va mé 15 tai, linh hon nguoi ta dang
khi minh giang; cac ké giang phai thuong yéu nhau nhu anh em cting
mot nha... Trong d6, bdn diéu dau tién chinh 1a nhitng nguyén tic can
ban nhat ma ké giang phai ghi nhé (song trinh khiét, khd nghéo, va
vang phuc), c6 thé tém tat theo ngit phap tiéng Viét hién dai nhu sau:

Th nhét, phai hiéu rang dé gitp nguoi khac cho duoc “réi linh
hon” thi ciing phai lo liéu dé khong danh mat linh hon caa chinh minh.

Thir hai, ké giang ciing s& phai chét nhu ké khéc, va sau khi chét
cling phai chiu phén xét cac viéc minh da lam.

Thir ba, ké giang da dang minh cho Buc Chua Giésu thi khéng nén
quan tam, thém mudn cua cai o thé gian nira.

Thi tu, phai vang 101 dang bé trén cai quan ké giang thay mit Buc
Chua Giésu.

Nhimng diéu ké giang khong nén lam la: khéng nén dé minh nhan
rdi, vi né 1a me sinh ra cac giong toi 15i; khong nghe, ban nhiing
chuyén vo ich; khong ham vui, choi boi; khong cai va; khong qua coi
trong chuyén vt chat; c6 ai hoi diéu gi minh chang biét to thi ding c6
voi thua, ma phai viét didu hoi iy dé khi gap thiy nao thi xin ngudi ta
day phai thua thé nao. ..
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Qua trinh tu dudng ban than cua ké giang va két qua cua qua trinh
nay c6 anh huéng truc tiép dén két qua nhiém vu cua ho (nhimg diéu
ho phai [am vai/cho nguoi khéc).

1.2.2. Nhitng diéu ké giang phdi thuc hién véi ngieoi khac

Nhitng diéu ké giang phai thuc hién véi nguoi khac duoc quy dinh
trong “doan” thir hai cua cudn sach, gdm nam “méi”:

“M&i thtr nhit, 1a di tham bon dao an ui ké khé khin, day dd ké mé
mudi tré nai ciing tré mo;

M&i tha hai 12 day dd bén dao cho duoc chiu cac phép Sa-ca-ra-
men-t6** cho nén; Nhitng 18 vé& phép giai toi; Nhitng 18 vé sy chiu 18;
Nhiing 1& vé 1am phép cudi; Nhitng 18 vé ké da 1dy nhau rdi; Nhitng 18
vé gitip ngudi ta chiu phép ria toi; Gidp ké liét 1o, ké mong sinh thi;

MAi thir ba, vé tham viéng va gilp bon dao;

M&i thir bén, 12 khuyén bao ké ngan trd, cling ké bo dao cho duoc
tro lai xung toi;

M&i thir nam, 1a giang day ké chua c6 dao cho dugc biét Bic Chla
Troi ma the phung”®2,

Ngoai ra con ¢6 nhitng quy dinh ¢ cudi sach vé “nhitng I8 gilp
nguoi ta cho dugc chiu phép rira toi”. Vi “doan” thur hai nay qua dai,
khong tién trinh bay ¢ ddy nén chung t6i chi tom lugc mot sb y
chinh.

MGi thir nhét, day vé& nhimg viéc phai lam khi di thim viéng bon
dao, gdm 5 ndi dung: tham hoi an Ui ké dm dau, nguoi khé khan, rira
t6i cho tré em; khuyén bao ké ghen ghét, bat thuan, ké ludi biéng; ra
sic day tré, nhat 12 nhitng con trai, cho nd thuoc bon ba ngdi va hiéu
cuing nhé nhitng kinh phai doc; thuong xuyén khuyén bon dao nhiing
viéc phai gitr mdi ngay cho dén tron doi: ra suc trir nét xdu minh da
pham xua nay nhu say ruou, hay thé gian, hay chui raa con céi, hay
noi hang ndi tuc, hay bo kinh 1an hat... Ai 3 quen nét xau nao thi phai
ra sicc ma trir. Mdi ngay tdi sang v chdng con céi phai hop nhau ma
doc kinh, va xin moi sy lanh phan linh hon, phan xéc...; khuyén bao ké
kho, phai chiu kho bang 1ong theo thanh y Btic Chla Troi.
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M&i thr hai, day vé gitip bon dao cho duogc chiu cac phép Sa-ca-ra-
men-t6. Khi giang, ké giang phai ra sic 1am cho nguoi ta duoc biét to
hai diém: “Mat & nhiing ich bai phép 4y ma ra la thé nao. Hai 1a phai
don minh thé nao cho dugc dn may nhitng ich dy”. Theo do, ké giang
phai chju trach nhiém giang vé: Nhitng 1& vé& phép giai toi (7 18);
Nhiing 1& vé sy chiu I (giang vé banh thanh va ruou thanh cing viéc
“chiju 18”); Nhitng I& phép cuéi (12 18%); Nhitng 18 vé ké két ban cuing

nhau rdi (danh cho ngudi da nén vo nén chong, gom 10 1814).

MGi thtr ba, vé tham viéng cung gitip bdn dao, gdm: Nhiing 18 nén
ldy ma khuyén gidp ké liét (20 18), bao gio bénh qua thi phai khuyén
bao nhing diéu dugc quy dinh riéng (37 diéu, bao gdm ca diéu thir 37
danh cho gia dinh khi ke liét da “sinh thi”/qua doi).

MAi thir bon, khuyén bao ké ngan trd cung ké bo dao cho duoc tro
lai cung Prc Chua Troi (11 diéu).

M&i thir ndm, khuyén ké chua co dao cho dugc biét dao thanh Puc
Chuia troi (5 diéu).

Nhiing 18 vé phép ria toi (4 18, trong d6 18 thir 4 gdm 6 mbi), noi
dung co6 thé tom tét la: phai hoi r6 ly do nguoi trudng thanh mudn di
dao va xin phép ria toi; dé ké ngoai dao giai quyét xong nhirng “ngin
tro” trude khi rira toi; phai giang cho né biét phép ria toi 1a gi, co tac
dung gi; yéu cau ké truong thanh trude khi rira toi phai thudc it nhat 1a
Kinh Tin kinh, Kinh Tai thién, Kinh Muoi Sy ran, Kinh Sau su ran,
Kinh Ba ngoi, véi yéu cau can dat duoc 1a néu “chang thudc 1ong nhu
trong sach, thi it ra cho duoc hiéu cing biét cac diéu trong kinh 4y”.

Cubi cung, “dén khi da giang by nhiéu sy, doan sau phai giang
mudi sy rin Dic Chla Troi, cung siu su rin thanh Y-ghé-ré-gia® va
cit nghia Kinh Tai thién...

Sau hét, phai nhé ma giup n6 cho duoc hiéu, khi gan chiu phép rua
t6i va duwong khi chiu phép 4y, thi phai n nin toi hét 1ong hét sic, vi
ké di lai chiu phép ay néu chang an nan toi thi chang dugc khoi toi. Vi
vay, truéc hét phai day cho n6 biét to an nan 14 lam sao.

Hozc khi can gap lim nhu ké liét da gan chét, cing ké gia Ian 1on
lim (...) chang thé day dd duoc, chubc ay phai giang cho né hiéu cho
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t6 sdu mdi trudc nay, cung hoi nd cé tin moi diéu trong sau mdi 4y
chang, cung hoi nd cé chiu phép ria téi chang. Poan bao né an nan toi
hét long hét sicc ma rira toi cho né. Khi ngudi ta da chiu phép rira toi
doan, thi phai giang phan tht chin trong sach tdm ngay cung day céc
phép phai gitr. Khi dd chiu phép rira toi doan, sau hét ké giang phai
viét ldy séch giéng ma ma dung”'6.

Nhin chung, tir néi dung Sach day nhiing viéc ké giang phai lam
trong nuéc A Nam c6 thé thay cong viéc phai lam cua ké giang gin bo
truc tiép voi gido dan & moi lua tudi, xoay quanh toan b vong doi cua
ho. K¢ giang con phai song dao gwong mau dé lam guong cho bon dao
va gay 4n tuong tot dbi vai ké “vo dao”, néu co thé, 16i kéo ho dén nha
thd dé ho 1am quen, tim hiéu véi doi song sinh hoat bén dao. R6 rang,
néu thuc hién dung theo nhitng quy dinh trong cubn sach nay, ké
giang khong nhitng c6 thé tré nén gan giii, than thiét véi doi song giéo
dan ma con la cau néi gitra giao dan vai thay ca (linh muc).

2. B6i canh va lich sir ra doi Sach day viéc ké gi@ng phdi l1am
trong nwéc A Nam

Dit trong bdi canh lich sir duong thoi, ¢6 thé thiy sy ra doi cua
Séch day viéc ké giang phai lam trong nuéc A Nam xoay quanh van
dé truyén gido va tai truyén giéo, giir dao va truyén dao. Ton chi, muc
dich cua viéc cho xudt ban cubn sach nay, theo 10i tua cua sach, 1a vi
giam muc coi soc dia phan “xem thay cac bén dao dau day, ké thi mé
muoi, ké thi nhidu nhuong (...), chtra biét Bic Chla Troi, ma chang
may ké bao, cling chi su sang cho né xem thay. Trong nhitng ké giang,
nhiing ké phai lam viéc vé bac minh cho siéng nang thi co it 1am, ma
c6 ké phan thi tré nai, phan thi an i ngudi lanh, nhitng chuyén tro
cuing ngu nghi, nhitng ua nhiing thong tha, nhitng lo vé phan xac minh
ma thoi, chang hay lao ciing chang hay lo dén chinh viéc minh phai
lam 1a bao nhiéu thi thay lay lam dau dén cing lo sg trugc mat Duc
Chua Troi lam”Y. “Cho nén bay gio' thdy nhic nhitng sy 4y ma chon
ldy nhitng diéu bay dit sy no su kia, mot ¢ y gidp bao ching con
nang xem bon ndy ma ra suc lam viéc minh phai 1am cho nén, khéan
mdi ngay, nhét 1a khi xung toi chiu 1& phai ra sirc xét minh cho ky. C6
ra sirc lam céc viéc budc minh cho nén chang, ma chiing con phai tin
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that, ciing phai lo dén trudc toa phan xét, Duc Chla Troi s& tra hoi
chding con vé nhitng viéc ay”®.

Nhiing quy dinh trong Sach day nhirng viéc ké giang phai lam
trong nudc A Nam 1a hét sic chi tiét, cd nhitng ndi dung huéng dan
viéc thuc hién céc bi tich, c6 nhirng noi dung mang hudng giao duc
nhan ban, khuyén khich trau doi than hoc, va xac dinh dbi tuong
hudng toi (phuc vu) cua ké giang la Thién Chla, gido dan va nhitng
chuc sic cua Gido hoi Cong gido. Tuy nhién, ra doi nim 1866, c6 vé
nhu cudn sach nay khong dwoc luu truyén qué rong, va khong duoc
luu trix t6t tai Viét Nam, vi né khong duoc nhic dén trong cudn séach
tap hop khé cong phu vé Han Ném Céng gi4o cia Nguyén Hung 1a So
thao thu muc Han Ném Cong gi4o. Ban in tiép theo cua sach tai Phat
Diém vao dau thé ky XX (theo nhu 15i caa Nguyén Quang Hang) co
& ciing khong thé dugc phd bién rong réi bai khi do su phat trién cua
chir Qudc ngir da dan tre nén rd rét.

Cach thoi diém Sach day nhiing viéc ké giang phai lam trong nudc
A Nam ra doi vai thap nién, khi thuc dan Phap da co ban khuat phuc
dugc tridu dinh nha Nguyén, dd c6 nhimg cubn sach viét bang chir
Quéc ngilr danh cho viéc dao tao thay giang, nhu Sach Thay giang
(1888), va Sach dan dang thiy giang (1899), hay sach Bon luat Thay
giang dia phan Péng Pang Trong (1889)... Trong d6 Sach Thay giang
dugc xuat ban tai Gia Pinh (Tp. HO Chi Minh ngay nay), viét theo
dang hoi dap, nhung c6 nhidu diém kha twong ddng voi Sach day
nhitng viéc ké giang phai lam trong nuéc A Nam. Con Sach dan dang
thay giang thién nhiéu hon theo huéng ddo tao nhan ban va than hoc
cho ddi ngii thay giang. Nhu vay, phan 16n nhing tai liéu lién quan
dén viéc chan chinh, dinh hudng, dao tao doi ngi thay giang/ké giang
con luu gilt dwoc déu xuat hién t nira sau thé ky XIX khi triéu
Nguyén cim dao quyét liét'® dén nira dau thé ky XX khi Cong gido co
co hoi phuc hoi. Ciing c6 thé ly giai cho hién twong cac ban in sach
danh cho thay giang viét bang chir Quéc ngir xuat hién mudn hon vi
hai Iy do: su chua pho bién caa chir Quéc ngit, hoic do ki thuat in chi
Qudc ngit doi hoi may mac phuc tap hon so véi in moc ban sach chir
Han hoac chit Ném.
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Khoang mat thé ky sau, trong Sach cac phép do c¢6 Hong y Trinh
Vin Cin ban hanh nim 1983 van con phan quy dinh vé Nghi I8 rira toi
tré nho danh cho Thay giang, khi khéng c6 linh muc hoic pho té%,
diéu nay co 1& phan nao xuit phat tir su thiéu hut linh muc hozc pho té
vao thoi diém nay & mién Bic Viét Nam trude Doi méi do su xiét chat
chinh sach quan ly ton giao duong thoi.

Nhu vay, bing viéc tir rat sém di gay dung Hoi Thay giang, hay
viéc cho ra doi nhidu cudn sach vira quy dinh nhiing viéc thay giang
phai 1am vira hudng dan nhiing diéu thay giang phai hoc, c6 thé thiy
do6i ngii ké giang/thay giang c6 mot dia vi nhat dinh trong chién lugc
truyén gido cua Cong gi4o tai Viét Nam & ca hai mién Bic, Nam. Diéu
nay con duoc tiép dién véi doi ngii gido 1y vién thoi can-hién dai.

V& mit béi canh, mién Tay Dang Ngoai nim 1866 khi Sach day viéc
ké giang phai lam trong nudc A Nam duoc xuat ban van Ia ldc cudc bat
dao dang vao thoi diém &c liét, ngudi soan va cho in cubn sach nay
cling dang phai lan trén va ¢ trong tinh trang sirc khoe toi té. Xét vé mat
con ngudi, ding nhu phan viét vé nguyén nhan ra doi cubn sach, doi
ngii ngudi CONg gido gilp viéc cho cac gido si dang co chat lwong thap
va thiéu thén tram trong vé mat sé luong. Nhung béi canh chinh tri tai
Viét Nam dwong thoi lién tuc c6 nhitng su thay d6i manh mé& khién cho
gido hoi Cong giao Tay Pang Ngoai lién tuc thuc hién cac bién phap
cung ¢b e lugng®. O chiéu nguoc lai, trong thoi diém dat nuéc dang
phai ddi dién véi giic ngoai xam, thoi diém lich st khi cudn sach Sach
day nhirng viéc ké giang phai lam trong nudc A Nam ra doi (1866), su
phat trién cua Cong giao van la méi lo 16n triéu dinh nha Nguyén. Tuy
khong thé ndi su bt on xa hdi dwong thoi hoan toan do Cong gido giy
ra, nhung mbi lién hé gitra Cong gido v6i thuc dan phuong Tay dem lai
khong chi mbi lo ngai vé viéc 1am mat can tinh truyén théng Viét Nam,
ma sau xa hon con 1a mdi lo ngai vé nguy co chién tranh xam luoc.
Diéu d6 ciing 1a mot trong nhimg nguyén nhan dua dén sy nghi ki gitra
nha Nguyén véi Gido hoi Cong gido duong thoi.

Do do, thay giang/ke giang noi riéng, nguoi Cong giao tai Viét
Nam duong thoi ndi chung déu phai chiu sy ¢Am can cua triéu dinh.
Ciing chinh vi vy ma sd nguoi Cong gio bi birc hai trong giai doan
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cudi cua tridu Nguyén la khé c6 thé do dém dugc. Trong sb 117
“thanh tir dao” cua Cong gido Viét Nam c6 14 nguoi la thay giang,
chiém ty 18 trén 11,9 %, phan anh su dan than cua thay giang trong
cdng cudc truyén dao Thién Chua vao Viét Nam.

3. Panh gia vé vi tri ctia ké giang, thiy giang déi véi Cong gido
Viét Nam

Dé danh gia vé vi tri cua ké giang, thay giang dbi voi Cong giéo
Viét Nam, can hiéu cac khai niém “ké giang”, “thay giang”, va mot
thuat ngir hién dai hon 1a “gido ly vién”. C6 thé tim thiy nhiing ghi
chép ngan gon vé sy phéan biét giira “thdy giang”, “ké giang” nhu sau:

“T6 chic gido ly vién, manh nha tir thoi cac gido si Dong Tén, voi
hai cAp bac chinh 13 “thdy giang” (di khan hira) va “ké giang” (chua
hodc khéng khan hia). Dudi thoi cac gidm muc dai dién tong toa, cac
tda gi4o |y vién khdng khan htra nita, nhung van sdng doc than, séng
v san va sdng cong dong; ngudi ta goi ho khi thi “thay giang” khi thi
“ké giang”. Cum tir “ké giang” dan dan bién mat?2. Co thé thay tir
“ké” 1a cach goi dan da, va duong nhu khong mang y nghia trang
trong néu so sanh vaéi tir “thay”. Pay co thé chinh 1a Iy do cho sy thay
thé va dan bién mat cua thuat ngir ké giang trong ngon ngir hién dai.

Gido si Alexandre de Rhodes c6 thé chinh 1a ngudi dau tién thanh
1ap Hoi Thay giang vao nam 1630, mot trong nhing nguoi Cong
giao Viét Nam dau tién “tor dao” cling 1a mot thay giang (Anré Phu
Yén, nim 1644). Trong Hanh trinh va truyén gido Alexandre de
Rhodes cho biét: “Piéu gitp t6i dac luc dé vun trong vuon nho dep
de€ nay va m¢ rong dure tin, d6 la tro lyc cua cac thay giang. Thyc ra
sau Thién Chua thi chinh 1a cac thay giang da lam tat ca cong viéc,
trong tat ca nhitng tién trién vi dai ¢ gido doan nay. Béi vi chi c6 mot
minh tdi 1a linh muc c6 thé giang duoc, con cha cong su véi toi lai
khong hiéu ngdn ngi, toi lién quyét dinh chon may gido dan chua
lap gia dinh, nhitng nguoi nhiét thanh va sét sing dé giap toi di
chinh phuc cac linh hon. Nhiéu nguoi ty nguyén dén trinh dién,
nhung t6i chi chon nhiing ngudi c6 kha nang hon va t6i 1ap mot
chung vién véi nhidu két qua, cd thé noi dé 1a cong trinh lam cho

viéc truyén gido duoc virng bén”?3,
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Tiép tuc khao vé chu dé nay, Truong Ba Can cho biét “ngay tir thoi
cac thira sai dong Tén, ching ta da thdy c6 ba cip bac chinh: thay
giang, ké giang, va cac chd hay cau.

Té chuc gido ly vién (thdy giang hay ké giang) da dong gop rat
nhiéu cho cdng cudc truyén gido ¢ Viét Nam, dudi thoi cac gido si
dong Tén ciing nhu sau nay, nhat la lac thiéu vang céc linh muc va
trong thoi ky bi cdm cach (...).

T6 chuc gido Iy vién va Nha Bac Chida Troi... da ton tai va phat
trién, c6 thé noi, cho tdi nam 1945, trong nhiéu dia phan & mién Bic
va mién Trung”?*.

Tuy nhién, tuyén chon va dao tao thay giang khéng phai Ia séng
kién cua Alexandre de Rhodes va cac gido s dong Tén, ma c6 thé xuét
hién sém hon & cc mién truyén giao phuong dong, nhu ghi chép dudi
day: “Nam 1580 Cha Pedro de Alfaro lam Bé trén Tu vién Phanxicd &
Ao Mén. Cha lap truong Thay giang vi thiéu thura sai, muc dich 1a
huan luyén cho ngudi dan ban x tré thanh nhitng nguoi tién phong
trong khu vuc dang lic cho doi céc thira sai dén, trong sé cac nguoi
tién phong d6 c6 mot vai nguoi Viét. Phai ching do6 1a khai diém viéc
dao tao cac Thay giang tién khoi ¢ Viét Nam”%.

Thay giang va ké giang khong hoan toan la mot, ma trén nguyén
tac thay giang 1a nhitg ngudi duoc dao tao ki ludng hon: “Nha thay,
nha mu 1 hai t6 chirc da c6 tir thé ky XVIL Nha thay hay nha Duc
Chua Troi (nha chung), gom cac thay giang, cac chu, cac cau (gidp 18)
va bd ngai, sdng cong doan dudi quyén cha xt. Nhung ngudn goc va
cha yéu 1a nhitng thanh nién, nhitng nguoi da hoc trong tiéu ching
vién (ma khong c6 kha ning theo kip), hodc xuat than tir truong Ké
giang. Khi ra truong dic giam muc phat bai sai di thuc tap. Sau thoi
gian thuc tap c6 két qua, va vuot qua nhitng cudc sat hach vé cac
mon di hoc trong nha truong, dirc gidm muc s& cap cho vi bang Thay
giang”?. Vé tén goi, “theo nhitng cdng tdc muc vy, cac thay giang
mang danh xung khac nhau: thay xu, thay cai, thay quan, thay giao.
Hang nim trong tuan tinh tdm, s& phai qua nhiing cudc sat hach vé
Phuc Am, gi4o ly, thanh nhac, binh ca Gregoriand, qudc vin, Han
tu... Phai qua 10 lan sat hach mgi la thay giang thyc thu, khi qua doi



Nguyén Thé Nam. Nghién cuu vé Ké gidng Cong gido Vidt Nam... 47

s& duoc huong 10 thanh I&. Céc thay nay khdng co 1oi tu the, nhung
séng chung, doc than va vang phuc. Theo nhan xét cua bé trén, nhiéu
thay duoc goi tré lai chung vién tiép tuc hoc. Cac gido phan & xu
Nam (Pang Trong), bac thay giang xua di duogc cai té dé bién thanh
nhting tu hoi Thay giang. Tu hoi Kité Vua Cai Nhum (1879) la tu hoi
dau tién”?.

Con khai niém gido ly vién, theo Tir dién Cong gido duoc dinh
nghia nhu sau:

“Giao ly vién: Nguoi day gido ly.

Gi4o 1y vién 1a ngudi cong tac vai muyc tir trong viéce truyén gido va
huin gido: pho thdng, dy tong, hon nhan, v.v...

Theo Gido luat, gi4o ly vién phai duoc dao tao va huin luyén theo
ting cap. Giao ly vién khdng nhitng am tudng vé giao ly ma con la
nha gido duc, guong miu trong doi sdng nhan ban va dao duc, dé loi
noi, viéc 1am ludn cang co va phaét trién duc tin caa minh va cua tha
nhan (x. GL.780;785).

Céc thanh phan Dan Chda trong gido xu (gido si, tu si, gido déan -
nhat 1a gido ly vién) néu khong co ngin tré chinh dang, thi nén sin
sang gilp cha xu trong viéc giang day gido 1y (x. GL.776)"%,

Thuat ngix gido ly vién c6 I chi ra doi trong hoac sau thoi ky cai
tao tiéng Viét nhitng nam 20-30 cua thé ky XX.

Nhu vay, can cr vao tai liéu lich str, c6 thé thay doi ngii ké giang,
thay giang da duoc thanh Iap tir rat sém ¢ Viét Nam, diéu nay thé hién
méi quan tam, va niém tin Ion cia doi ngii chirc sic Cong gido tai Viét
Nam ddi vé6i d6i ngii nay trong chién lugc truyén ba Coéng gido vao
mot nén van hoa c6 nhiéu khac biét véi van hoa phuong Tay nhu Viét
Nam. Mic di vay, dudng nhu chwa c6 mot cudn séch nao chuyén sau
vé dao tao “ké giang” cho dén khi sach Sach day viéc ké giang phai
lam trong nudc A Nam duoc “san thuat truyén ti”. Nhung tir vai thap
nién cudi caa thé ky XIX dén nhirng nim dau cua thé ky XX, cing véi
qué trinh thdn tinh ting phan va binh dinh toan bd Viét Nam cua thuc
dan Phap, loat sach vé ké giang/thdy giang da duoc in lai, bién soan
lai, hodc dugc xuat ban méi bang chir Quéc ngir?®. N6 cho thay thoi
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co va nhu ciu truyén gio tang lén doi hoi nhu ciu tang dbi véi doi
ngil gitp viée cho cac “thdy ca” ting 1én, hoic 1a kha ning luu truyén
cac sach dao di dé dang hon trudc.

bung vai vai tro caa minh, trong Sach day viéc keé giang phai lam
trong nudc A Nam vi tri caa “ké giang” gidng nhu mét vé tinh xoay
quanh “thay ca” (linh muc). Méi lién hé cua ho 14 truc tiép, va theo
truc doc tir trén xudng, ké giang phu gilp truc tiép thay ca trong viéc
dao tao, cham lo, séng lam guong cho gido dan va ca “dan ngoai”,
dong thoi (vao thoi diém cudi thé ky XIX) tryc tiép thyc hién phan Ion
cong viéc cua thay ca khi thay ca ving mat.

Déi trong hudng toi cua ké giang 13 con nguoi ndi chung (bao gém
ca giao dan va nguoi khéng phai Cong giao), nhung duong nhu cod
mot su uu tién dic biét duoc thé hién trong Sach day viéc ké giang
phai lam trong nuéc A Nam danh cho nhimng “ké liét”, “ké kho”, hay
nhitng nguoi neo don, md coi.

Trudce khi budc vao qué trinh thyc hién chic phan cia minh (nhu
thay “thdy ca” giang kinh, day dao), ké giang phai théng hiéu vé Cong
gido, va str dung nhitng kién thic d6, thong qua nhing “du ngén” hay
hinh anh cua cac nhan vat nhu: Buc Chla (bao gdm ca Bac Chia
Troi, Bc Chda Chi Thu (Giésu) va bac Chua Phi-di-t6-sang-t6
(Chua Thanh Than), Ptc Ba, Pic Me, cac Thanh Tong Do, céc
Thanh Mat-té-ri (thanh tir dao), Bac Thanh Cha (Pha-Pha)... dé gilp
bon dao hiéu hon vé dao, xoa diu nhitng khé khian néu cé cua ho,
khuyén bao ho 1am viéc thién lanh, tranh xa “su dir” va nhiing “su di
tra”, bao gdm ca viéc thuc hanh nhitng nghi thirc, phong tuc cua viéc
lang, viéc ho cta “dan ngoai”.

Mbi tuong tac v6i Xa hoi, trong d6 co nhitng quy dinh nham han
ché bon dao tham dy vao viéc “lang nudc”, ngan tro viéc tham gia cac
hoat dong tho cling nhu & 1& tha chin, méi thir 2 doan 2 quy dinh: “cha
me phai liéu ding cho con céi hoc nghé nghiép nao budc nd lam su
déi tra nhu phai gop tién té tién su, hay 1a phai thé, hay 1a vao viéc
lang nuéc cho con céi. (O day ké giang phai day bon dao cho biét cha
me dé cho lam su ddi tra thé 4y thi con cai mat linh hon va cha me
cling mat véi né nira)” cho thay muc do cang ran cua Cong gido dudi
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su diéu hanh cua cac thira sai thuoc MEP (Phép) trong viéc gii
khoang cach lwong-gido. Diéu nay tiép tuc dugc thé hién ca & viéc
khéng cho bén dao 1am con nudi ké ngoai dao.

Mot diém can luu y nita 13 khdng thay trong Séach day viéc ké giang
phai 1am trong nudc A Nam nhimng quy dinh néi vé méi quan hé caa
ké giang véi gia dinh ctia ho. Phai chang giao hoi da dugc xem la mot
gia dinh 16n caa nhitng ké giang, hay ban than xuat than caa khéng it
ké giang 1a nhiing tré md cbi khdng c6 méi rang budc nao véi gia
dinh? Pay 1a mot vin dé tha vi nira can xem xét khi nghién ciu sau
hon vé nhitng ké giang, thiy giang ngudi Viét cudi thé ky XIX. Con
trong quan hé nam nir*®, c6 quy dinh rat chat ché trong viéc cam ké
giang tiép xuc riéng véi ngudi nix, nhiing tiép xtc néu cé phai dién ra
noi cong khai. Ké giang ciing bi cAm ngat khong dugc vao “nha my”
dé tranh nay sinh nhitng méi quan hé tinh cam nam nit giira ho vai cac
nir tu.

Nhin rong ra, nhidu van d& xung quanh cau chuyén vé ké
giang/thay giang ciing da dugc ghi lai trong nhitng quyét nghi duoc
cong bd sau Cong dong Keé Sat va Ké S¢ (sach Cong ddng mién Bac
Ky (Pang Ngoai trong nudc Annam), dién ra tai Ké Sat 1900, Ké S&
1912), trong d6 c6 nhan dinh: “xua nay cac ké giang sinh nhiéu ich lgi
cho dia phan, phan thi vé su thém sé thay ca Ién dan dan, phan thi vé
su gilp cac ¢ cac cu ma giang dao cho ké ngoai, day dd ké c6 dao, lai
lo liéu viéc ngoai nira, cho nén ta nghi rang can phai 1am hét sic cho
su da lap cac bac ké giang trong cac dia phan ta lam vay dugc nay no
tan tgi mot ngay mot hon”3. Trong giai doan tiép theo ngay sau hai
cong dong trén cho dén nam 1945, truong thay giang duoc thanh 1ap ¢
kha nhiéu noi trén khip Viét Nam. Giai doan lich st day bién dong tir
sau nam 1945 1am cho xu thé ndy giam di va c6 sy phan hoa giira hai
mién Nam-Béc. Tuy vdy, ngay trong Sach cac phép do cb Hong y
Trinh Vian Cin cho ban hanh nim 1983 van con phan quy dinh vé
Nghi I rira toi tré nho danh cho Thay giang, khi khong c6 linh muc
hodc pho té%2, diéu nay phan nao xuit phat tir su thiéu hut linh muc
hodc pho té & nhitng thoi diém nhat dinh tai mién Bac Viét Nam trudc
Doi moi.
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Nhu vay, bang viéc tir rat sém da giy dung Hoi Thay giang, hay
viéc cho ra doi nhiéu cuén sach vira quy dinh nhiing viéc thay giang
phai 1am vira huéng dan nhiing diéu thay giang phai hoc, cé thé thay
d6i ngii ké giang/thay giang c6 mot dia vi nhat dinh trong chién luoc
truyén gido cua Cong gi4o tai Viét Nam ¢ ca hai mién Bic, Nam. Diéu
nay con duoc tiép dién véi doi ngii gido 1y vién thoi can-hién dai.
Theo nhiing gi dugc ghi chép trong Sach day viéc ké giang phai lam
trong nudc A Nam dé thuc hién st mang caa minh, ké giang phai 1a
nhitng ngudi dugc lya chon, duoc dao tao ki ludng dé hiéu cac 18 dao,
dung kién thac minh hoc duoc va dung chinh doi song thanh hién
tuyét ddi cho Thién Chda ctia minh dé gilp bon dao, phuc vu Thién
Chua va tha nhan. Méi quan hé xa hoi caa ké giang theo hai chiéu:
chiéu doc 1a véi thay ca va Thién Chua, chiéu ngang 1a véi bon dao va
dan ngoai. Ngoai ra, mdi quan hé véi gia dinh, méi quan hé nam nix
di véi ho khong duoc Gido hoi coi trong, tham chi con ngin can.

M@t vai nhan dinh chung

Ké giang trén thuc té di xuét hién va duoc dao luyén ngay tur
nhitng budi ban dau khi Cong gido tim cach thim nhap mot ving dat
nao do cua Viét Nam, tuy nhién, khong phai Iuc nao sy thim nhip nay
cling thuan loi, nhét 1a khi hoat dong cta Cong giao trong nhiéu thoi
diém khong duoc cac triéu dai khuyén khich phét trién. Dicu nay doi
khi dua dén nhiing xung dot, ma dinh diém 13 nhitng cudc “bach dao”
giy ra cai chét rat nhiéu nguoi Cong gido, trong d6 c6 nhitng nguoi 1a
nhiing ké giang/thdy giang, va trong s6 ho c6 nhiing ngudi di dugc
Giédo hoi Roma phong lam “thanh tr dao”.

Sy xuat hién, cling nhu ndi dung ciia Sach day nhiing viéc ké giang
phai 1am trong nuéc A Nam khang dinh ¢ nira cudi thé ky XIX giéi
chirc Cong giao & giao phan Tay Pang Ngoai coi trong viéc giao duc,
dao luyén d6i ngii gido ly vién. Nhing ching cir van ban xuat hién sau
thoi diém nay (1866) khong lau & cac gido phan phia nam Viét Nam
cling cho thiy diéu tuong ty. Sy quan tdm dén giao 1y vién khong chi
dién ra & nhimng thoi ky duoc coi 1a “thir thach” ciia Gido hdi Cong
gido Viét Nam, ma con tiép dién trong giai doan hién nay, khi ma
Cong giao da dugc nha nudc cong nhan la mot trong nhirng ton giao
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16n cua Viét Nam, va nguoi gido dan 1a cong dan c6 day du cac quyén
loi va nghia vu.

O mot khia canh khac, ngdn ngit nha dao trong méi lién hé véi
ngbn nglr va van hoa lién thoi dai trong Sach day viéc ké giang phai
lam trong nuéc A Nam thuc sy ¢ gid tri trong nghién ciru ngdn ngit
hoc lich sir. Su xuat hién cua khéi niém “tiéng nha tho” chinh 1a chi su
trc tric, kho doc, khod hiéu cua nhiéu van ban chit Ném, tham chi 1a
chir Quéc ngir cia Cong gi4o vao cac thé ky truéc. Tuy nhién, liu
day co phai chi la su trdc tric, kho doc, kho hiéu cua tiéng nha tho hay
khéng, hay chinh 1a sy luu giit ngdn ngir tiéng Viét caa mot thoi ky
lich st ma Cong gido dd lam dwoc? Diéu nay can cé nhitng nghién
ctru ddi chiéu, nhung chi it, chung co thé dugc dung 1am hé quy chiéu
danh gia sy ké thira va phat trién cua tiéng Viét theo dong lich sir.

Viéc cho ra doi mot cudn sach bang chit Nom, tuy véi noi dung
hoan toan Cong gido, trong d6 c6 mot vai diém con thé hién su cing
ran cua Cong gido d6i vai phong tuc ban dia, nhung van phan nao thé
hién sy hoi nhap van hoa ciia Cong gido dbi voi van hoa Viét Nam
trugc hét ¢ khia canh ngén ngir. V& diém nay, quan diém duong dai
ciia Gido hoi Roma cho rang “Qua hoi nhap van hoa, Gido hoi lam
cho Tin Mumng hdi nhip vao cac nén vin hoa khac nhau, dong thoi dan
dua cac Dan tdc voi nén vian hoa cua ho vao chinh cong doan cua
minh. Gido hoi chuyén thong cac gia tri cia minh cho cac déan toc
bang cach don nhan nhiing gi tét dep trong cac vin hoa iy va canh tn
chung tir bén trong”*. Quan diém nay dudng nhu khong hen ma gap
da duoc thé hién trong thuc té truyén gi4o nhiéu trim nim cua Cong
gido tai Viét Nam.

Vé noi dung, Sach day viéc ké giang phai 1am trong nuéc A Nam
thuan tly hudng dén muc dich ton gido, khong da dong dén van dé
chinh tri hay chéng dbi chinh thé quan chu duong thoi, di cho van dé
xam luoc cia nuwéc Phap, van dé cdm dao ctia nha Nguyén vén dang
gay ra nhimng cang thang, ngot ngat cho ca lwong va gido duong thoi,
khién hoat dong truyén gido tai Ty Pang Ngoai dudi su chi huy tdi
cao cua Gidm muc Ca-ro-16 Khiém gap vo van khé khan. Noi dung
cubn sach ciing cho thdy hoat dong véi do bao phu cao cua céc ké
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giang, gan twong dwong véi chic trach mot linh muc, tuy nhién,
khong phai moi ké giang déu c6 vai trd gidng nhau, hoic mot ké giang
kiém hét moi cong viéc, ma c6 thé chia ra chuyén trach ting linh vuc
mot, nhu gitp viéc quan ly nha, giao vién day va cham soc cac em nho
trong nha, va tro ta gilp viéc cai quan cac cong dong tin hiru... Didu
ndy mot lan nira chimg minh vai trd da dang va quan trong cua ho
trong viéc duy tri sy phét trién caa Cong gido tai Viét Nam./.
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Abstract

RESEARCH ON THE VIETNAMESE CATHOLIC
MISSIONARIES IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE 19 CENTURY
THROUGH THE BOOK “THE MISSIONS OF THE
VIETNAMESE MISSIONARIES IN THE COUNTRY OF A NAM”

Nguyen The Nam
Institute for Religious Studies, VASS
The Vietnamese missionaries are indigenous Catholics selected and
trained to become important collaborators of missionaries in the
process of spreading Catholicism into Vietnam. The book “the
missions of the Vietnamese missionaries in the country of A Nam”
was published in the second half of the nineteenth century with the
stipulation of duties of the Vietnamese missionaries. The specific
regulations explained why Catholic missionaries pay special attention
to developing this team. This article indicates a specific introduction
about the background and author of the book. It also reviews the
content and discusses the status of the book as well as the role of the
Vietnamese missionaries for Vietnamese Catholicism in the past.

Keywords:  Teaching  books;  Vietnamese  missionaries;
Catholicism; Vietnam.
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