Nghién ciru
Ton giao
S6 12 (216), 2021, 120-130
HUYNH LE TRIEU PHU*

PHONG TRAO THONG THIEN HQC O VIET NAM THE KY XX

Tém tdt: Thong Thién hoc 1a phong trao tén gido hoar dong
mganh mé ¢ mién Nam Viét Nam trong 50 nam. Héi Thong thién
hoc Viét Nam 1a mét xi bg ciia Héi Thong thién hoc Quéc té véi
23 chi bg tirng hoat déng. Ho da dé lai nhiéu di san cho vin héa
dan téc ciing nhw trong ky irc cua nhiéu nguwoi. Sau hon mira thé
ky vang béng, Théng thién hoc gan nhw bi 1dng quén tgi Viét
Nam. Ciing chinh vi thé, phong trdo ndy dén nay van chua dwoc
nghién cizu day di. Bai viét nay trinh bay khai quat vé lich si
Héi Thong thién hoc ¢ Viét Nam va coi dé la mét sw khoi dau
cho nhing nghién citu sdu hom, dong thoi ciing la mét céch
danh gid khdch quan vé nhiing gia trj ma phong trao nay da
teeng tqo nén.

Tar kh6a: Thong thién hoc; ton gido; Nam Bg.

Giéi thigu

Ra doi tir cudi thé ky XIX, Theosophy 1a mét phong trao ton giéo
c6 tam anh huong 16n trén thé gioi. O Viét Nam, nhiing hoat dong cua
nd xuat hién tir thap nién 1920 va phat trién dén thap nién 1970, véi
tén goi la Thong thién hoc. Khong chi dung lai & mot phong trao,
Théng thién hoc tai Viét Nam da hinh thanh nén t6 chtc hop phap 1a
Hoi Thong thién hoc Viét Nam. Ho d to chiic nhiéu hoat dong tam
linh va hoat dong thé tuc kha da dang, sdi ndi, thu hat nhiéu déi tuong
tham gia. Sau nam 1975, do béi canh chinh tri phuc tap budi giao thoi,
Hoi Thong thién hoc Viét Nam khong duoc tiép tuc hoat dong. Song,
khong thé phii nhan phong trao nay da dé lai khong it di san vé tinh
than ciing nhu vat chat ¢ nhiéu dia phuong. Pén nay, sau hon nira thé
ky ving bong, Thong thién hoc gan nhu bi l&ng quén tai Viét Nam.

* Thén Binh Hoa, xa Binh Thay, huyén Chau Phu, tinh An Giang.
Ngay nhan bai: 30/6/2021; Ngay bién tap: 30/8/2021; Duyét dang: 19/10/2021.
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Khi nghién ciru vé Théng thién hoc, ngudn tai liéu hién c6 & Viét Nam
khong nhiéu. Trong do, cac tai liéu viét bang tiéng Viét chu yéu gom
hai nhém chinh 1a cac tac pham truyén ba tu tuong Thong thién hoc va
cac bao cao hoat dong cua Hoi Théng thién hoc Viét Nam.

Céc tac pham truyén ba tu tuéng c6 noi dung chinh xoay quanh céc
van dé tam linh va phuong phap tu tap. Ching chi trinh bay tu tuéng
Thong thién hoc mot cach phd quét, hiém khi dé cap dén lich st hoat
dong cua Hoi Thong thién hoc Viét Nam. Cac bao cao la van ban
thuong ky ma Hoi Théng thién hoc Viét Nam gui dén Hoi Thong
thién hoc Quéc té, cung cap thong tin vé hoat dong cua Hoi qua tirng
nhiém ky va dung lai trong gigi han dir liéu thdé cta van ban hanh
chinh. Qua hai ngudn tai liéu trén, c6 thé thiy nghién ctu vé nhitng
hoat dong caa phong trao Thong thién hoc & Viét Nam 1a van dé van
con bo ngo.

1. Khai quat vé Thong thién hec

Thuat ngir “Theosophy” c6 ngudn gbc tr chir Hy Lap 13
“Theosophia”, cau tao boi hai thanh t6 1a “theos” (than thanh) va
“sophia” (tri tu€¢). Do vay, thuat ngir nay con dugc ngudi Viét Nam
dich 12 “Minh triét thiéng liéng” hodc “Thuyét than tri”. Song, tir budi
dau mai du nhap vao Viét Nam, thuat ngir nay da duoc dich 12 “Théng
thién hoc™ (hoc thuyét thdng suét cdi troi). Mac du day 1a cach dich
chua chuan xac, nhung do sau d6 cac té chirc, nhu: chi bd, Xt bo,
hoi... cua Theosophy ¢ Viét Nam déu duoc goi 1a Thdng thién hoc,
nén Thong thién hoc tro thanh danh xung chinh thirc tai Viét Nam.

Hoi Thong thién hoc (The Theosophical Society) ra doi tai New
York (My) vao ngay 17/11/1875. Nguoi sang lap la ba Helena
Petrowna Blavatsky (nguoi Nga) va ong Henry Stell Olcott (nguoi
MY), cling véi sy tham gia cua nhiéu thanh vién dong sang lap khac.
T nam 1889, Hoi Théng thién hoc chinh thire dat tru so tai khu phd
Adyar, thanh phd Madras (tir nim 1996 d6i tén thanh Chennai), bang
Tamil Nadu, An Dé.

Chu truong cua Hoi 1a két ndi nhitng ngudi c6 nguyén vong tim
hiéu vé céc van dé lién quan dén nang luc ky bi cia con ngudi, kha
nang giao tiép voi thé gioi bén kia, sy song sau cai chét,... dé cung
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nhau suu tim va truyén ba nhitng tri thirc cua cac ton gido. Ngudi theo
Théng thién hoc cho rang céi goi 1a “Minh triét thiéng liéng” 1a nén
tang cin ban cua cac ton gido dd dwoc nhan loai biét dén, 1a tit ca
nhitng gi ma cac vi gido chu trong quéa khi tirng truyén day. Do vay,
Hoi Théng thién hoc c6 nhiém vu “can ¢t vao cac chan 1y vinh ctru dé
hoa giai tit ca cac tbn giao, mon phai, tat ca cac qudc gia bang mot hé

théng luan 1y chung”?.

Véi dinh hudng d6, Hoi Thong thién hoc chap nhan moi thanh vién
dén tir bat ky ton gido nao hoic khong theo tén gido, trén tinh than hoa
hop khong phan biét. Nguoi tham gia phai chap nhan ba tén chi cua
Hoi 1a: (1) Tao mot tinh huynh d¢ dai dong, khéng phan biét ching
toc, tin ngudng, phéi tinh, giai cip hay mau da. (2) Khuyén khich viéc
hoc hoi va d6i chiéu ton gido, triét ly va khoa hoc. (3) Nghién ciu
nhitng dinh luat thién nhién chwa giai thich duogc va nhiing quyén
nang an tang trong con ngudi. Hoi dat ra phwong cham: “Khoéng ton
gido nao cao hon chan 1y” (There is no religion higher than truth).
Phuong cham nay dugc thé hién trén biéu tuong cua hoi.

Cuu Pho Chu tich Hoi Théng thién hoc John Algeo? cho rang:
“Minh triét thiéng liéng khdng rang budc mot ca nhan vao bat cir mot
niém tin hay tin ngudng t6n gidao dac biét nao, nhung né cdng hién cho
su tim t0i sau xa, khéng nging nghi cua nhan loai vé ¥ nghia va su toan
ven cua su séng theo mot duong 16i khong gido diéu doc doan. CAc ton
gido trén thé gisi dua ra nhitng phuong phap cho sy tim t0i nay, vi thé
ciling 1 d6i twong cho su nghién cru Minh triét thiéng liéng”.

Nhin chung, tu twong ctia Thong thién hoc phat trién tir su thinh
hanh caa Than linh hoc & My, tron 1an voi chu nghia than bi Tan
Platon, cac yéu té khac trong truyén thong bi truyén phuong Tay, cac
¥ tuong tir An gido va Phat gido...3. Boi I8, su ra doi cua Hoi Thong
thién hoc nay sinh tir nguyén nhan sau xa 1a trao luu tim hiéu vé céc
t6n gido phuong Pong dang né ro & phuwong Tay cudi thé ky XIX.
Trong giai doan dau, Hoi Thang thién hoc da co nhiéu dong gop trong
phong trao phuc hung va truyén ba Phat gido trén thé gioi.

Tuy cac nha sang lap Thong thién hoc t6 ra hung tha véi Phat giéo,
nhung ho van chap nhan niém tin va thyc hanh An gido, d6ng thoi vén
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di da sin co duc tin Kitd giéo tir trude. Do d6, ho van tin tudng vé su
ton tai cia mot thuc thé tdi cao - diéu khong dugc chip nhan trong
Phat gi4o. Peter Harvey nhan xét: “Thyc tai toi thuong duoc thiy
nhiéu & nhitng thuat ngit An gido hon Phat gido: tit ca chung sinh
duoc xem 1a ¢d chira mot cai nga (Atman) bén trong, né 13 mot phan
cua cai ngd chung hay Pham Thién (Brahman)™.

2. Nhitng hoat dong ban dau cia Thong thién hoc ¢ Viét Nam

Hoi vién Thong thién hoc nguoi Viét Nam dau tién 1a ong Pham
Ngoc Pa (1900-1980), dao hiéu Bach Lién, ¢ quan Chau Pha, tinh
Chau Béc (nay la thanh phd Chau Péc, tinh An Giang). Thoi tré, 6ng
thich doc céc loai sach vé ton giéo, rdi tinh co biét dén Thong thién
hoc. Cudi nim 1924, éng giri don xin gia nhap Hoi Thong thién hoc
Phép va chinh thic trg thanh hoi vién vao dau nam 1925.

Cac tac pham Thong thién hoc truyén ba vao Viét Nam thoi do viét
bang tiéng Phap, nén chi nhan duoc su chd y tir mot bo phan nho tri
thirc biét tiéng Phap. Nam 1927, ngudi thir hai vao Hoi Thong Thién
hoc Phép la dng Huynh B& Nhug¢ (1908-1980), dao hiéu Bach Ngoc, ¢
lang Binh Thuy, quan Chau Thanh, tinh Long Xuyén (nay la x& Binh
Thuy, huyén Chau Phd, tinh An Giang).

Niam 1928, mét k¥ su nguoi Phap 12 Georges Raimond tir Paris dén
Sai Gon lam viéc. Ong 1a hoi vién Thang thién hoc, nén trong chuyén
di nay 6ng con mang nhiém vu lién lac véi cac hoi vién Viét Nam.
Cudc gap go dau tién cua ho da dién ra tai Chau Pbc dé ban bac vé
viéc thanh lap chi bo Théng thién hoc. Georges Raimond dugc céc hoi
vién dé cir lam ngudi dai dién chi b, vi ong 1a ngudi Phap nén sg it bi
chinh quyén gay khé dé®. Ngay 10/10/1928, chi by Théng thién hoc ra
doi tai Sai Gon lay tén 1a Branch Cochinchine.

Thoi gian dau, nha cam quyén Nam Ky khong ngan cam hoat dong
ciia Thong thién hoc. Chi bd Branch Cochinchine di to chic nhiéu
budi thuyét giang vé ton gido, thu hut dugc mot sé cong chac tham
gia. Tuy nhién sau d6, don xin thanh 1ap chinh thic bi chinh quyén
thugc dia Phép tir chdi. Nguoi Phap “lo so ca vé nhitng chi nhanh
qudc té caa Hoi Thong thién hoc & Nam Ky, 1an chiéu kich dan toc
cha nghia trong cac budi dién thuyét, cé thé dua dén nhitng yéu sach
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cua phong trao doc 1ap non tré & Viét Nam™®. Niam 1930, Georges
Raimond tré vé Phap nén chi b ngirng hoat dong.

Ngay 9/10/1934, chi bd Leadbeater ra doi, tré thanh chi bo dau tién
duogc thanh 1ap chinh thuc tai Viét Nam, truc thudc xir bo Phap. Chi
bo ldy tén mot thanh vién ndi bat caa Hoi Thong thién hoc Quéc té
vira mai qua doi la 6ng Charles Webster Leadbeater (1854-1934).
Trudc d6 vao nam 1929, 6ng ting sang Viét Nam tham chi bo Branch
Cochinchine & Sai Gon. Nam 1936, chi bo tiép theo duoc thanh lap tai
Bac Liéu mang tén la Le Serviteur.

Dé truyén ba giéo ly, chi bo Leadbeater xuat ban to Niét Ban tap
chi. Tap chi ra tir nim 1933 dén nay 1938, mdi thang 2 ky, ca thay
duoc 93 s67. Nam 1940, do tinh hinh Thé chién tht Hai, Hoi Théng
Thién hoc Phap tam dong ctra, hai chi bd ¢ Viét Nam ciing dirng hoat
dong. Dén nam 1948 chi c6 chi bo Leadbeater hoat dong tro lai, sang
nam sau thi tdch khoi X b Phap va truc thuéc Hoi Thong thién hoc
Qudc té, d6i tén thanh chi bo Viét Nam. Trong nam 1948, 1949, Niét
Ban tap chi phat hanh tro lai, ra dugc 15 Sd.

Nam 1951, 6ng Pham Ngoc Pa dugc Hoi truong Hoi Thong thién
hoc Quéc té Jinarajadasa ting mot cay bd dé con, chiét tir gc b thy ma
Duc Phat Thich Ca ting ngdi thién dic dao & B6 Dé dao trang An D.
Tinh truong Chau Pdc Pang Vin Ly di ciAp mot manh dat & trung tam
tinh Iy dé trong cay. Noi d6 ciing duoc goi 1a Bd Dé dao trang, ngay
nay van con ton tai o trung tam thanh phé Chau Béc, tinh An Giang.

Nhin chung, khi danh gia vé Thong thién hoc thoi dé, tir goc nhin
ctia nguoi bén ngoai, Huynh Minh cho rang: “Nguoi Thong thién hoc
phan nhiéu trudng chay, doi sdng van tich cuc hoat dong hang ngay,
c6 mot tinh than rong réi, khdng sac tuéng, bén trong an mot thm hon
trong sach, lac nao cling hoc hoi dé tién hoa, cach mang ban than, &m
tham lam viéc, lap cong bdi duc, giap doi tly theo kha ning va
phuong tién caa minh. D6 14 nhitng diéu ma ngudi Thong thién hoc
dang cb gang tu tap va thuc hanh”®,

Tur khi Théng thién hoc hoat dong tré lai & Viét Nam vao 1948 dén
nam 1952 da c6 7 chi bo lan lugt ra doi véi 160 hoi vien.
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Bang 1. Danh sach cac chi by Thdong thién hoc tai Viét Nam
(1948-1952)

A A < PIA GHI CHU
STT | TENCHIBQ | NAM PHUONG
Chi bo
i Co s Leadbeater doi
1 | Viét Nam 1934 Sai Gon tér) 1950. Giai
thé 1968
2 | Kiém Ai 1957 | Ban Co (Sai
Gon)
3 | Phung Su 1952 Sai Gon
4 Du’§ ! Chan 1952 Vinh Lon
Thay £
5 | Long Xuyén 1952 Long ngén
6 | An Giang 1952 Chau boc
e Tan Chéu
7 Bac Al 1952 (Chau Béc)

Do d6, Xt bd Théng Thién hoc Viét Nam dugc thanh lap.

3. Xir by Thong thién hec Viét Nam

Cubi nam 1952, Hoi Théng thién hoc Quéc té ky quyét dinh cong
nhan thanh I1ap Xt bo Théng thién hoc Viét Nam, dong thoi Chinh
pht Quéc gia Viét Nam ra nghi dinh cho phép Hoi Thong thién hoc
Viét Nam hoat dong. Tru s& trung uong dat tai s 466 duong V6 Di
Nguy, quan Phi Nhuan, Sai Gon (nay la tru so Uy ban Mt tran To
qudc Viét Nam quan Pha Nhuan, s6 466 duong Nguyén Kiém, quan
Phi Nhuan, Thanh phé HS Chi Minh). Cong trinh do Kkién triuc su
Nguyén Manh Bao thiét ké voi cac bo phan chinh nhu giang dudng,
thién duong, thu vién,. ..

Ban Giam déc X& bo nhiém ky dau tién (1952 - 1954) do 6ng
Pham Ngoc Pa lam Hoi truéng, 6ng Mai Tho Truyén lam Phd Hoi
truong va 6ng Nguyén Vian Luong lam Tong Thu ky. Sau d6, 6ng
Pham Ngoc Pa tai dac cir Hoi truong nhiém ky 1955 - 1957. Nam
1953, dng Pham Ngoc Pa 1a nguoi sang 1ap va hiéu truong dau tién
cia Truong Trung hoc Tha Khoa Nghia (Chau Ddc), nén khi hét
nhiém ky thir hai, 6ng xin rat khoi Ban Giam dbc X bo dé tap trung
cho cong tac gido duc.
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Mot nhan dinh c¢6 phan thi vi nhung hét stc chinh xac: “Néu tur
nim 1928 dén nam 1952, nhitng ngudi di trude di ra sic khai khan
dat dé gieo gidng, thi giai doan tiép theo tir ndm 1952 d&én nam 1975 1a
thoi ky trong trot. Phong trao Théng thién hoc tré nén tich cuc ¢ Viét
Nam khi x bo non tré bat dau hoat dong. Thong thién hoc nhanh
chong lan rong trong xa hoi, vi Viét Nam [a mot nudc nho, va ciling
boi gido 1y dao Phat di chuan bj cho moi nguoi dé dang chap nhan cac
quan niém Thong thién hoc™.

Qua that nhu thé, Xt bo Viét Nam ting bude di vao 6n dinh, cac
hoat dong truyén ba Thang thién hoc c6 diéu kién trién khai manh mé
hon. Tai tru s& xa bd va céc chi bo, nhiéu budi dién thuyét duoc to
chuc thudng xuyén véi céc chu dé da dang xoay quanh doi séng tam
linh, thu hat déng dao ngudi tham du. Nam 1953, Hoi thanh lap C6
nhi vién Théng Thién hoc & sé 462 duong V& Di Nguy, quan Phi
Nhuéan, Sai Gon. Trong giai doan 1953 - 1954, tap chi Pao hoc la co
quan ngdn luan cua hoi, phat hanh duoc 33 sd.

Céc hoat dong no ro tai mién Nam Viét Nam da giup Thong thién
hoc d6n nhan thém nhiéu hoi vién méi. Tinh dén nam 1954, xtt bo van
¢6 7 chi bo nhu nam 1952, nhung sb hoi vién da tang tir 160 én 268.
T ndm 1955 dén nam 1975, nhiéu chi bé méi duoc thanh lap.

Bang 2. Danh sach cac chi by Thdéng thién hoc tai Viét Nam
(1955-1975)

Stt | Tén chi b Nim | Pia phuong Ghi chu

8 Chon Ly 1955 | Hué

9 | Nhon Ai 1955 | Séc Tring Giai thé 1968

10 | Sai Gon 1956 | Sai Gon
Thanh lap moi

11 Leadbeater 1956 Ph\u Nhuan - (Sai nh.ngA léYA lai _'Eén

Gon) chi bo dau tién.

Giai thé 1968.

12 | Dung Hanh 1958 | Sai Gon

13 Bat Nha 1959 | Vinh Long Giai thé 1968

14 | Go Cbng 1959 | Go Céng

Tan Dinh (Sai

15 | Tu Bi 1963 Gon)
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16 |MinhTriét | 1963 | Pnu_Nhuan  (Sai
Gon)

17 | Ving Tau 1967 | Ving Tau

18 | Kién Giang 1970 | Rach Gia

19 | Dinh Twong | 1970 | My Tho

20 | BdDé 1972 | Phd  The (Sai
Gon)
21 | YChi 1972 | CaMau
22 | Vigt Nam 1973 | Sai Gon Tai lap tu chi bo

da giai thé 1968.

23 | Huynh B¢ 1974 | Can Tho

Hoi phat hanh tap chi Tim hiéu Théng thién hoc tir nim 1954 dén
nim 1965 ra dugc 112 sb. Céc hoi vién chu chét cua hoi ciing tham
gia bién soan va dich thuat nhiéu tac phdm vé Thang thién hoc va cac
t6n gido khac, duoc xuat ban véi sb lugng 16n. Tai ting chi bg, nhiéu
loai sach, tap chi, dic san, ky yéu... duoc phat hanh thudng xuyén.
Ngoai ra, cac chi bo ciing tich cuc trong cac hoat dong cuu trg nan
nhan thién tai, quyén goép ung ho ngudi ti nan, cham soc tré mo ¢oi, tu
Stra cac di tich...

Nam 1964, hoi xay dung Trung tam Djwal Kul ¢ Da Lat, dy kién s&
la tru s& cua chi bo duoc thanh 1ap ¢ thi xa nay trong tuong lai (hién
nay, & Pa Lat van con mot con duong mang tén la dudng Thong
Thién Hoc). Nam 1967, chi bo Kiém Ai xay dung Thanh Tam dao
vién tai Viing Tau (nam trén sudn ndi Lon ven bai Dau) va di to chuc
cac khda hoc mua he, thu hut dong dao gici tre'f.

Trir c4c chi bo giai thé, tinh dén nam 1975, Hoi Thong thién hoc
Viét Nam c6 19 chi bo hoat dong vai 1.338 hdi vién. Sau dng Pham
Ngoc Pa, hai nguoi tiép theo lan lugt dam nhiém chic vu Hoi truong
14 ba Pham Thi Hai (nhiém ky 1958 - 1966 va nhiém ky 1970 - 1973),
ba Luu Thi Dau (nhiém ky 1967 - 1969 va nhiém ky 1974 - 1983).

Théng thién hoc 12 to chirc mang tinh quéc té, Xa bo Viét Nam gii
lien lac véi Hoi Thong thién hoc Quéc té va gan két véi nhitng hoat
d6ng caa to chirc ndy. T nam 1975, trong bdi canh x4 hoi Viét Nam
chua 6n dinh sau chién tranh, Thdng thién hoc tré thanh ddi twong ma
ché d6 mai nghi ngd bai 18 “Hoi Thong Thién Hoc c6 thé da duoc xac
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dinh 1a mot t6 chic qudc té va tir thién, co kha ning hoat dong nhu
mot diém tap hop cho nhimg cong chung khac nhau, va doi khi la
nhitng nhan vat chinh trj va ton gido™*!,

Do d6, cac hoat dong cua to chirc nay da bi nha cdm quyén han ché
tdi da, Hoi Thong thién hoc Viét Nam chi con ton tai trén danh nghia.
Pén nim 1983, Thong thién hoc bi budc nging hoat dong & Viét
Nam, tru so trung wong bi trung dung. “Xu bo Viét Nam tuy chét tre,
nhung trong cudc doi ngan ngui cua nd di lam dwoc rat nhiéu diéu.
N6 da dé lai mot di san manh mé& dudi dang mot khéi luong 16n tai
liéu Thoéng thién hoc, cac quan niém Thoéng thién hoc noi tiéng trong
x& hoi, va hon hét 1a nhitg nguoi 1am viéc tan tuy”!2.

Loi két

Thong Thién hoc da khong hoat dong & Viét Nam tir nam 1983 dén
nay. Song, khdng thé pha nhan Théng thién hoc di tao nén mét phong
trao manh mé trong sudt ntra thé Ky, tir thap nién 1920 dén thap nién
1970. Khéng chi thé, ho da dé lai nhitng di san tinh than va vat chat,
ma khdng it trong sé ching van con tn tai dén nay (hang chuc tac
pham viét vé ton gido, nhitng cong trinh kién trdc, nhiing cay bo dé
mang vé tir An D9, tén duong...), tham chi la di san ky ¢ véi nhiing
hoai niém xa xam cua nhidu nguoi 16n tudi. Néu khong kip thoi co
nhitng nghién ctu vé phong trao nay, s& c6 ngay nguoi Viét Nam
khong con biét vé mot té chire ton gido di tirng hoat dong sdi ndi sudt
nim muoi nim nhu thé.

Xin dugec muon y kién cua tac gia Huynh Minh dé thay loi két :
“Thong thién hoc tuy khdng hinh thirc hoa bén ngoai, nhung bén trong
van thd Pang tdi cao 1a Thuong dé, hudng din con nguoi chung séng
trong tinh huynh d¢ dai ddng, hoa hop con ngudi véi Bang toi cao ma
cac ton gido dang sung kinh. Gido 1y Thong thién hoc ra doi 1a mot
tiéng chudng trong nhitng tiéng chudng canh tinh giap d& cho thé
nhan, da va dang ddm minh trong bé tuc, xoa diu va an ui cho doi bét
phan dau kho, tro vé véi I& sdng an vui va tién hoa3. /.
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Abstract

THE THEOSOPHY MOVEMENT IN VIETNAM IN 20" CENTURY

Huynh Le Trieu Phu
An Giang province
Theosophy is a religious movement that has been active in South
Vietnam for 50 years. The Vietnam Theosophical Society is a division
of the International Theosophical Society with 23 branches each
operating. They have left many legacies for the national culture as
well as in the memory of many people. After more than half a century
of absence, Theosophy was almost forgotten in Vietnam. Therefore,
this movement has not been fully studied yet. This article presents an
overview of the history of the Theosophical Society in Vietnam and
considers it a starting point for further research, as well as an objective
assessment of the values that this movement holds. ever created.
Keywords: Theosophy; religion; Southern.



